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LIST OF THE SAINTS AND MARTYRS, AND
EVENTS COMMEMORATED DURING THE MONTHS

OF TAKHSHASH, TER and YAKATIT

DAY
I

II

III

IV

VI

TAkhshAsh

elias zelotes.
NAB OTH the Jezreelite.

PETER of GAZA.
JOHN, Archbishop of Alexandria.
ATHANASIUS, Archbishop of Alexandria.
PETER, JAMES the Persian, ELIJAH the monk, and

barsAbeh (bathsheba), the mother of SOLO-
MON.

The deliverance of the Three Children from NEBUCHAD-
NEZZAR'S fiery furnace.

The 733 (var. 7003) slaves of BASILIDES martyred at
Antioch.

SEFTEN, 'ANBAS, NATHANIEL, the worker of miracles,
and Abba HOR.

EUTYCHIANUS.

The entrance of MARY into the Temple.
PhAnuel, the ladder of prayer.

ANDREW, brother of SIMON PETER.
Abba ' 6 s and the Virgins.

JAMES, ZACHARIAS, SIMON, THEODORE and THEO-
PHANA.

NAHUM the prophet.
ISIDORE the martyr.
EUGENIA the martyr.
VICTOR of SHAW, the martyr.
FILGAT (?), ANANIAS, BARACHUS (?) and JOHN.
PHILIP, the father of EUGENIA.

ANATOLIUS the martyr.
ABRAHAM the Syrian, Archbishop of Alexandria.
Consecration of the church of 'arsimA, and the transla-

tion of her body, and the bodies of 26 fellow martyrs.
BATELsis, a priest.

ABRAHAM soreyAwi II, a carpenter.
ta'amAni, sufit and m^ryAn.
MICHAEL, YOLSAwiS and PTOLEMY.



X SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING tAkHSHASH

DAY
vn

VIII

IX

XI

XII

XIII

DANIEL, Abbot of SCETE.
diontyras, a blessed woman.
MATTHEW, Archimandrite of dabra 'aswAn.

HIEROCLIS, Archbishop of Alexandria.

BARBARA and JULIANA.
Abba marinA.
Abba SAMUEL of KALMON.
'ESI and his sister THECLA, and 407 fellow mart5n:s.

J OHN of Damascus.
YERES KELA, 'ELKOLONITOS.^
EUGENIUS, father of Abba marinA.

BA'amin, a bloodless martyr.

badlAm6.
yAwaremyA, and ZACHARIAS the monk.

Translation of the body of SEVERUS, Archbishop of

Antioch, to dabra zfecAo.
THEOPHANIUS, Archbishop of Alexandria.

NICOLAUS the archbishop.

TALAsfes the Babylonian.

LAZARUS the Persian,

su R sET of Constantinople.

Abba TfewAsHl.
mJlAses and tAwfyA.
PAUL, a desert monk.

bak!m6s the Egyptian.

BARTHOLOMEW, a bishop, and batlAn the mart}^".

THEODORE of the joyful face.

MICHAEL the archangel.

SAMUEL of wAld£BBA.
KHADRE of DABRA 'ASWAN.
JOHN the confessor.

The General Council of the Sixty Bishops in the reign of

DEC I US, which condemned betnAs, a priest of

SCETE.
ANICETUS and his fellow martyrs.

PHOTINUS.
PARSNUPHIS the martjn:.

ABRACIUS the Egyptian.

The conception of HANNAH, mother of the Virgin.

MICHAEL of DABRA KALMON.
MACARIUS, who fed Upon partridges.^

ABRAN ic us the martyr, h6rasaf6n.
CORNELIUS the governor^

warkt£p6s and 'arfrA.

SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING tAkHSHAsH xi

DAY
XIII

XIV

XV

XVI

XVII

XVIII

XIX

XX

XXI

XXII

XXIII

XXIV

RAPHAEL, the healer-angel.

SIMON of MANUF, a mart5n-.

Abba BfeHUR and Abba minAs.
MARHAMnAm, his sister sArA, and 12 fellow martyrs.
GABRA KR£st6s, Archbishop of Alexandria.

AMMONIUS, Bishop of ESNA.
NAsAhit, a princess.

ARIANUS, a priest, and his brother 'ARKis6s.

GREGORY, Archbishop of Armenia.
LUKE the Stylite.

YEM sA H, a martyr.

HERWAg, ANANIAS, kAzI, SANSARAdIN, EUGEN-
IUS of gAwER.

MIRIAM, sister of AARON.
GIDEON, judge of Israel.

Translation of the body of LUKE Stylites.

AULARIANUS, 'EUTHYOS, SURYAn, MARK, BAR-
TELEL, and NATHANIEL the ascetic.

Abba salAmA.
Translation of the body of TITUS from Crete to Constan-

tinople.

'arkilA and Philemon, a martyred priest.

FARKAYON, SILIKION, GALINICUS and 'EUNAS.
Translation of the bodies of 'ARSIS, DACIA, DIm6n

and THOMAS the apostle.

JOHN, Bishop of BURLfeS.
The casting of the Three Children into the fiery furnace.

The Annunciation of GABRIEL to MARY.
HAGGAI the prophet.

THEOPHANIA the queen, EUGENIUS and mArdio.
Festival of the Virgin MARY.
BARNABAS and MARK.

GABRIEL the archangel.

DEKESIUS, Bishop of TELTELYA.
ANASTASIUS (antonius ?), Archbishop of Alexandria.

TIMOTHY, a monk.
DAVID, King of Israel.

Abba SAMUEL, Abba GABRIEL and Abba SIMON.
MACARIUS, ANDREAS, PHILIP, EITELTAs, COR-

NELIUS, MERCURIUS.
ESTHER, the niece of mordecai and JEREMIAH.
'ABO Li, whose head was cut off.



xu SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING t£R

DAY
XXIV

XXV

XXVI

XXVII

XXVIII

XXIX

XXX

n

FELHASIUS, BASIL and ARIUS.
The fathers of KAI^IH of 'aswAn.
The birth of TAKLA HAYMANOT.
PAWLI, the debater.

IGNATIUS, Archbishop of Antioch.
FULGOSIUS, Archbishop of Antioch.

JOHN KAMA.
Abba dArudi.
The MACCABEES 'abyA, silA and pant6s.
NICOLAUS the governor and his wife.

DANIEL the Less.

ANASTASIA the martyr.

JULIANA the martyr.

'absAdi, a bishop, and hellanicus.
Abba bag'u and PHILIP, an ascetic.

The Nativity.

PAUL and his fellow martyrs of ANTINOE, 174 in number.
ABRAHAM, ISAAC and JACOB.
The Nativity.

JOSHUA, the Judge of Israel.

The martyrs of AKHM i M.
KUORIL the camel man and Abba GIZE.
JAMES, PlLfes and THEODORE, martyrs.
ABGAR, King of Edessa.

JOHN, Abbot of SCETE.
KERION, PHILEMON, and 40 soldiers.

JOHN of LIKOS (LYKUS).
ZACHARIAS the monk, who fed serpents.
The Holy Innocents.

T£r
STEPHEN Protomartyr.
LAVENDIUS (LEONTIUS ?).

MACARius, Archbishop of Alexandria.
DioscuRUS and saklabius of AKHMIM, and 8140

fellow martyrs.

LYDIANUS, THEODORE and PAUL, and 9005 fellow
martyrs.

ABEL.
HELLANICUS, Bishop of WfeSHIM.
THEON AS, Archbishop of Alexandria.
Consecration of the church of the Virgin in the Monastery

of Abba SHENUTI.
PHILOTHEUS and SYBIL, and 9700 fellow mart)n:s.

SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING t£r xm
DAY
m

IV

VI

VII

VIII

IX

X

XI

XII

The Holy Innocents 18,000 (var. 144,000) in number.
LiBAN6s(MATA'A).
Abba AMMON, who cursed women's hair.

JOHN the evangelist.

GEORGE, mAtenA the archbishop, Theodora and
AbbaLiKANds.

NARDOSof DABRABizAN.whokiUedaserpentbyaprayer.
SYBIL, the interpretress of dreams.

EUSEGNIUS.
MATTHEW, Archbishop of Alexandria.
yArew£ny6s and his fellow martyrs.
NEGIRUS of Rome.
ALEXANDRA, who visited ARSENIUS and 'AWSHIA.
The Circumcision of Christ.
NOAH.
The Ascension of Elijah into heaven.
MAR c IAN u s. Archbishop of Alexandria.
BASIL, Bishop of Caesarea.
Abba MOSES, who dwelt in the desert for sixty years.

SILVESTER, Archbishop of R6md.
Abba EPHRAIM.
MOSOLON, GREGORY, MARK, ANTIANUS, LUYA.

MAYLEN, sosYAsand mArteyA.
Consecration of the church ofMACARlusofsCETE
ANDRONicus, Archbishop of Alexandria.
BENJAMIN, Archbishop of Alexandria.
MALACHI the prophet.
ANDRONICUS the Stylite.

Abba ABRAHAM.
GEORGE, n6sm£sA and dioscurus.
tAwbentos (theopantus ?).

CYNARIUS, PATRICIA the queen, and tomiAni.
Baptism of Christ.

ANATOLIUS.
JOHN, Archbishop of Alexandria.
JUSTUS and fAyyos (var. guedet).
AbbaWAKRis.
JOHN, who gave 20,000 dinars (about £10,000) to the poor.

MICHAEL the archangel.
THEODORE, LAVENDIUS and banik6r6s and 250.000

fellow martyrs.
JULIAN the martyr and DANIEL the monk.



ZIV SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING T^R

XIV

XV

XVI

DAY
XIII The miracle of Cana of Galilee.

The Seven Sleepers: 'arsalidAs, duamI:d6s, eu-
GENIUS, DEMETRIUS, BERNATIUS, STEPHEN
and iRAKds.

CARINUS and MINAS the anchorite.
Abba NAKARO, who wore thoms under his shirt.

MEHRa'el the virgin.

CYRIACUS and JULITTA, and forty-four (var. 5434 and
4034) fellow martyrs.

ARCHILIDES of R6m^.
'£mrais the virgin.

MAXIMUS.
'abd£yu, a follower of ELIJAH.
'abdeyu (obadiah).
GREGORY of NAKSfesA.
PETER, SOPHIA,*'ADMiRA and ISAAC.
CYRIACUS and JULITTA, and 11,434 (var. 2004, 10,400)

fellow martyrs.
GREGORius, a member of the Council of 150 Bishops.

PHILOTHEUS.
PALLADius, who lived in a cell for 50 years.
The 1500 (var. 10,500) men and three prefects of the com-

pany of martyrs with PHILOTHEUS.
SAHmA, one of the Nine Saints.

JOHN, Archbishop of Alexandria.
DANIEL the Syrian.

MAXIMUS and DUMATHEUS.
The burning of the bones of St GEORGE (GREGORY ?).

JACOB, Bishop of NISIBIS.
MARY and MARTHA.
The finding of the bodies of b£hurA, bAsorA and

'enirA, and the consecration of their church.
Abba yAfkerna '£Gzi'£ and Abba tersinA.
prochorus.
'aklog (eclogius).
Abba BEHNU.
Consecration of the church of JOHN of the Golden Gospel.
Abba NOAH.
Consecration of the church of Mar MEHnAm.
'alvanus, nabyud of scETE, and benwAh the

martyr.
Abba KALUZof FANT.

XXI The Assumption of the Virgin.

XVII

XVIII

XIX

XX

SAINTS commemorated DURING T£r XV

DAY
XXI

XXII

xxin

XXIV

XXV

XXVI

XXVII

XXVIII

XXIX

XXX

HILARIA, daughter of ZENO.
GREGORY, brother of BASIL.
NICOLAUS the martyr and VICTOR the bishop.
PAUL the governor and SILAS the priest.

bakhAyla mAryAm.
JEREMIAH, JOHN and CAUSTUS.
ANTHONY the Great.

minAs, Bishop of mAfen.
TIMOTHY the Apostle.

ATHANASIUS and CYRIL, and the Emperor THEO
DOSIUS.

MAR IA of Alexandria

.

Abba 'absAdi and Abba bifA.

PETER the ascetic.

SEBASTIANUS and 'askel.
The nine and forty martyrs of SCETE.
ANASTASiAof Constantinople.

MESRATIUS, SORENUS and JOSEPH.
SERAPIUS (or, SERAPION).
Translation of the body of TIMOTHY.
suri'el the angel.

bifAmCn.
THEOPHILANTUS and SARNIS.
The Ascension of ENOCH into heaven.

CLEMENT the martyr.
'akAweh and his 800 fellow martyrs.
ABRAHAM, ISAAC and ISRAEL (JACOB).
JOSEPH, son of mAhawe.
TABElA and her sons.

The blessing of the loaves and fishes.

XENAE the virgin.

CYRIACUS.
philemunmA, JULIANA, sarabAm6n.
GABRA nAzrAwi and the saints of dabra dagi.
The Nativity.

STEPHEN the "stranger."

PISTIS, ELPIS, 'AGAPISand SOPHIA.
MInAs, Archbishop of Alexandria.
THECLA and her four virgins.

IRENE.
GREGORY the theologian.

CHRISTOPHER and his followers, 130,030 in number.



XVi SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING YAKAtIt

DAY
I

n

m

IV

VI

VII

VIII

IX

YakAtIt

Council of Consteintinople, at which 150 Bishops were
present.

Consecration of the church of St PETER, the archbishop.
'askenafer and his wife.

LONGINUS, Abbot of ZfeoAO.
PAWLI, the desert monk.
The miracle of THOMAS.
JACOB the monk.
Translation of the body ofEPHRAIM the Syrian.
'ebelo, chief of the anchorites.

ZEN 6 N, the wonder worker.

AGABUS.
ZACHARIAS.
'akrepinu, Archbishop of Alexandria.
b£s6y, sumamed peter.
NOB.
'feBLO.
Translation of the bodies of 49 (var. 32) martyrs of SCETE

to the cave of BEN YAMI.
HIPPOLYTUS, Archbishop of R6m^.
'E BE L6 the shepherd.

BANwA, bulA, 'amoni and 'esia.

The raising of the body of HIPPOLYTUS from the sea.

'ABUKIR, JOHN, THEODORA, THEOPHANA and
ANASTASIA.

MARY, who anointed our Lord.

ALEXANDER, Archbishop of Alexandria.
THEODORE, Archbishop of Alexandria.
The companion of 'ebeloy for seventy years.

'abrAken, 'abAdir, 'abArianus and nebdSl-
mAs.

The entrance of Christ into the Temple.
HANNAH, daughter of penuel.
'ammata krestos and her two maids.
ELIASof SCETE.

barsomA the Syrian.

PAUL the Syrian.

PETER the mart}^:.

JAMES, son of ALPHAEUS.
JUSTUS.
ISIDORE of FARMA.

SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING YAKAtIt Xvil

DAY
X

XI

XII

XIII

XIV

XV

XVI

XVII

XX

XXI

fel6s. Bishop of Persia.

NicoLAUS, SIMON and sadalAk6s.
belAnteyAnos.
' E U L6 G, the friend of lions.

ABRAHAM, a bishop, KANTI and makAbis.
patrA.

MICHAEL the archangel.

gelasius.
derkAlAs.

SERGlUSof Athribis and his fellow martyrs.

eusebius.
PHILEMON the musician.

TIMOTHY, Archbishop of Alexandria.

SEVERUS the lion.

JOHN of the incense fingers.

JACOB, restorer of monasteries.

VICTOR.
THEODORE, RAPHES and HEPHES.
Birth of VICTOR.

SEVERUS of Antioch.

JACOB, Archbishop of Alexandria.

DARIUS, PAUL, 'abudirAs and sednA.
CYRIL, Archbishop of Alexandria.

ZACHARIAH the prophet.

The consecration of the church of the Forty martyrs of

SEBASTIA.
PAPHNUTIUS.

ELISABETH, mother of St JOHN the Baptist.

The gift of the Covenant of Mercy to MARY.

MInAs the martyr of akhmim.
Death of MOSES on Mount Nebo.

XVIII MELANIUS, Archbishop of Antioch.

XIX Translation of the body of MARTIANUS from Athens to

Antioch.

PETER, Archbishop of Alexandria.
BASIL, THEODORE, and TIMOTHY of Alexandria.

GABRIEL, Archbishop of Alexandria.

ZACHARIAS, Bishop of sAhA.
ONESIMUS, the disciple of PAUL.
PETER, Bishop of Damascus.
'AKY6 S and GABRIEL, Bishop of Ethiopia.



XVm SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING YAKAtIt

DAY
XXII

XXIII

XXIV

XXV

XXVI

XXVII

XXVIII

XXIX

XXX

MARUnA, a Persian bishop.
bulA.
The 380 martyrs who suffered with NICOLAUS.
EUSEBIUS, son of BASILIDES.
'awsegneyos, t,heodore and agapetus.
AGAPETUS the bishop.

TIMOTHY of gAzA and mAtyAs of Cyprus.

AUSANIUS, PHILEMON and LIKAIA, a virgin.

KONA of R6mi, minAs of kus, delmadius of gAzA,
KUMUTA and ANTONIUS.
damAyelnos, reginos and antony (rawer).
HOSEA the prophet.
SADOK and his 128 fellow martyrs.

EUSTATHIUS, Archbishop of Antioch.

THEODORE the Roman, and his companions.
ABRAHAM, ISAAC and JACOB.
POLYCARP, Bishop of Smyrna.

The finding of the head of JOHN the Baptist.

THE BOOK OF THE SAINTS
OF THE ETHIOPIAN CHURCH

THE FOURTH MONTH—TAKHSHASH
(DEC. 7-JAN. 5)

And now I begin to write [the histories] which shall be read

during the blessed month of Takhshash, the month of joy and
gladness, the name of which is in the language of Syria the

"First Kanun,'* and in Greek "Yasabyo," and in Hebrew the

"First Teshrin."

[fol. 82^1] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

In the blessed month of Takhshash the [length of the] first

day is nine hours, but subsequently it groweth longer.

I. Takhshash
On this day elias, that isELiASZELOTES, appeared before

Israel. He was of the tribe of levi. His father's name was
iYASENYU and that of his mother ton A. Concerning him it is

said that on the day of his birth his father saw two men shining
with light bowing down before him, and they wrapped the
boy in fire instead of the rags in which they wrap children.

And after his birth his father came to Jerusalem and told the
priests this, and they said, "Is it that his abode shall be in

Hght, and that he shall cut (i.e. decide) with his words, and
shall judge Israel with the sword and with fire?" Now the
story of the miracles which he wrought in the days of ahab
the king and his wife jezebel, and the story of his ascension
into heaven, are written in the section for the sixth day of the
month of Ter (Jan.-Feb.), and concerning his death also. The
Vision of John abukalamsis (i.e. john of the Apocalypse)
saith that he will come with enoch and will rebuke the False
Christ, and they shall perform miracles before him. And he
shall call them the two olive trees, and the two lamps which are
before God. And having conquered them, and slain them, and
cast out their dead bodies for three days, the Spirit of God shall

come and shall enter into them, and they shall rise up alive and
BESII 20



310 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

all those who see them shall be afraid. And when a voice shall

call them they shall go up to heaven upon a cloud, and then

there shall be a great earthquake, and men shall die, one hun-

dred souls, [fol. 82 a 2] Salutation to elias who shut up the

heaven that there should be no rain.

And on this day also died naboth the Jezreelite. This

NABOTH was the possessor of a vineyard near the threshing

floor of AHAB, the king in Samaria; and ahab said unto

NABOTH, **Give me this thy vineyard so that it may become

the place of an oil press, for it is nigh unto my house, and I will

give thee gold, the price of thy vineyard.'* And naboth said

unto AHAB, ''God forbid that I should give thee the inheritance

of my fathers"; and ahab was very sorry and he went and lay

down upon his bed, and he covered his face and refused to eat.

And JEZEBEL his wife came unto him and said, ''What

maketh thee so sorry that thou dost not eat?" And he said

unto her, "I talked with naboth and I said unto him, 'Give

me thy vineyard at a price
'

; and he said, * I will not give my
father's inheritance for gold.'" And jezebel said unto him,

"Dost thou thus act the king for Israel? Rise up and eat and

I will give thee the vineyard of naboth the Jezreelite." And
she wrote a letter in ahab's name, and she sealed it with his

seal, and she sent that letter to the elders of the city who lived

with NABOTH, and in it she spake thus, "Proclaim ye a fast,

and place naboth before the people, and set up two men, sons

of iniquity, who shall say, [fol. 82a 3] 'He cursed God and the

king
'
; then take him outside [the city] and stone him to death."

And the men of the city did according to the message which

JEZEBEL sent to them, and they proclaimed a fast and they

set NABOTH before the people, and two men, sons of iniquity,

came, and they testified against naboth, saying, "He cursed

God and the king"; and then they took him outside the city

and stoned him and he died. Salutation to naboth who was

killed by King ahab for the sake of his vineyard.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba peter of

the city of gaza. This holy man was a native of the city of

fourth month—tAkhshash (dec. 7-jan. 5) 311

rohA (edessa) and belonged to a noble family, and his
parents gave him to the Emperor theodosiusso that he
might appoint him a governor, and he made him a governor
And he renounced rank and glory, and fought spiritually and
devoted himself to the worship of God in the palace of the
emperor, and he had with him some of the bodies of the holy
martyrs from the country of Persia; now at that time his days
were twenty years. Then he went out and became a monk in
a certam monastery, and he fought a great spiritual fight
When the bishops heard of his holiness, and his spiritual strife
they took him and against his will made him Bishop of gAzA
and all the neighbouring district. And it is said of him [fol
82 b I] that when he read the Ofiice for the consecration of the
Offermg, so much blood flowed from the Offering that [the
vessel] was filled with His Blood. And when they brought
the body of Saint james the "dismembered" he took it and
dwelt in one of the monasteries of Jerusalem. And it came to
pass m the days of marcion the heretic that he fled to the
land of Egypt, and with him was the body of james the
"dismembered"; and he dwelt in a monastery for some days.
Once when he was preparing to consecrate the Offering certain
men who were standing there talked together at the time of
the preparation, but Saint peter did not rebuke them And
he saw the angel of the Lord holding him back from them, and
he wished to cast himself down on the ground for he honoured
them and was afraid to rebuke them. When the days of mar-
ciON the infidel were ended. Saint peter returned to the land
of Palestine. And he strengthened the churches, and the people
foregathered with him, and they assembled about isaiah the
Egyptian. And the report of him was heard by zeno the
emperor, and he wished to see him, but peter neither wished
It nor desired it, because he fled from the affairs of this fleeting
world. Then he came to the shore of the lake (or sea) of
gawer and dwelt there. And there came the feast of Saint
PETER, Archbishop of the city of Alexandria, and he made
arrangements to consecrate the church on the day of his festival
And Saint peter appeared unto him and said, "Behold, our
Lord Christ will call thee to come to us," and from that [fol.

20-2
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82b 2] day Saint peter knew the time of his death. And he
summoned the people to him, and he commanded them to be
strong in the True Faith ; then he stretched out his hand, and
dehvered up his soul into the hand of God. Salutation to peter,
for when he broke the bread of the Offering blood distilled

therefrom until the whole of the paten was filled therewith.

And on this day died the holy father Abba John, the
thirtieth (sic) Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This holy
man was a priest, and he was a native of the city of gamnudi.
And in the days of this father the church of sergius and
BACCHUS, the holy martyrs, was built, and also the church of
'ABUKIR and the church of john in the inner wall of m£sr
(CAIRO). And a certain God-fearingman, an Egyptian, a Jacobite,
whosename was An d r i a s, andwhowas a scribe of A b d a l-a z i z,

the son of merwan, took care of them. And it was this father
Abba JOHN who was building the church of Saint mark the
evangelist in the city of Alexandria which is known as "ka-
Mos" for a period of three years in the days of King a del.
And during the days of this father a great famine, [which lasted]
for three years, took place. And he was careful for the poor,
and the needy, and those who were in misery, and he used to
give them silver [fol. 82 b 3] and bread twice a week, and he
gave many alms and gifts to the poor, and was a doer of good
works. In his days the Khalifah yazid died, and merwAn
reigned in his stead. This father sat upon the throne of mark
the evangelist for nine years, and he died in peace. Salutation
to Archbishop JOHN with whom, on the day of his death, is

associated the Patriarch athanasius.

And on this day also died the holy father athanasius,
the seventy-third (or seventy-sixth) Archbishop of the city of
Alexandria, who was known as paul, the son of the priest
MAKRAM, the son of KALiL, and peter, and james the
Persian, and Elijah the monk, and barsAbeh (bath-
sABin), the mother of solomon.
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II. TAkhshAsh

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day God performed an act of power for the Three
Children, that is to say, ananias, azarias and misael
the sons of eliakim, the King of Judah, whom Nebuchad-
nezzar carried off into captivity with their father and he
reared them in his house and sold them in the country of
Babylon. When [fol. 83a i] Nebuchadnezzar had made
the image of gold he commanded his officers and the people of
his kingdom to worship it. And when certain men informed
agamst them and told the king that the saints had refused to
worship It, he commanded his soldiers to cast them into a fiery
furnace which they had heated seven times hotter than usual •

and they prayed for a long time with their hands stretched out'
Then the angel of the Lord went down and made the fire to
become like a cool wind, and he brought them out, and the
fire had neither touched them nor singed the hair of their
heads. When Nebuchadnezzar saw this he bowed down
and worshipped God, and he honoured the Three Children
exceedingly. Salutation tosHADRACH, MESHACHandABED-
NEGO, who were preserved by God in a fiery furnace which
was heated with pitch and asphaltum.

And on this day also seven hundred and thirty-three (or
seven thousand and three) souls were martyred by Diocle-
tian and they died in the city of Antioch; these were the
slaves of fAsiladas (basilides) and his kinsfolk.

And on this day also [are commemorated] the deaths of
'abtesfen (seften), and 'anbas, from the West; and
NATHANIEL the monk, the worker of miracles; [and Abba
HOR the monk.]

[fol. 83^2] Salutation to eutychianus who finished his
course and kept his Faith.
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And on this day also died Saint Abba h6r the monk. This

holy man was a native of the city of gawrah in Upper Egypt.
And he became a chosen monk, and he fought the fight and he
was superior to very many of the saints in his piety and spiritual
stnfe; and he loved to live by himself, and he went out into the
desert, and he dwelt there, a devoted ascetic, for many years.
And Satan, the enemy of good things, appeared unto him openly
and said unto him, "In the desert thou canst conquer us
because there are no men here; but if thou wouldst [shew
thyself] to be mighty and strong [go] to the city of Alexandria "

When Samt Abba h6r heard this he rose up and went to
Alexandria, and he drew water for those who were in prison
and for the poor. And at that time three horses used to pass
through the city gallopping, and one of them kicked a child
and he died immediately. And Satan entered into the hearts
of the men of the city, and they meditated in their hearts and
said, "No one killed this child except this old monk " And
Abba h6r came and took the child in his arms, and he prayedm his heart and made entreaty to God, and he made the sign
of the Cross over him, and the soul of the child returned to him
and he rose up alive, and Abba h6r gave him to his mother'
And Abba h6r fled out of the city and they sought for him
[fol. 83a 3] but could not find him; and he went to the desert
and hved there for many years, and he fought the spiritual
fight contmually, and he devoted himself to righteousness and
doing works of exceUence. When the time for his departure
drew nigh he saw many saints calling him, and he rejoiced ex-
ceedingly. And he sent and gathered together his sons and he
commanded them to be strong in the path of the ascetic life
and in working righteousness, and he told them that he was
about to depart to our Lord Jesus Christ ; and they were ex-
ceedingly sorry. Then he became sick a little and he delivered
up his soul into the hand of God. Salutation to Abba hor
whose prayer restored the dead to life.

'
'
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III. TAkhshAsh

IN the name of THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day took place the entrance of our holy Lady the
Virgin mary, the God-bearer, into the Sanctuary {i.e. Temple)
of Jerusalem, when she was three years old, and she was the
daughter of a vow to God. Because her mother hannah was
childless the [other] women who were in the House of God
kept themselves away from her, and she was exceedingly sorry
about this; now joachim her husband was an old man And
God heard [fol. 8361] their cry. And the blessed hannah
vowed a vow to God, saying, "The fruit which He shall give
me I will devote to God." And having brought forth our
Lady mary she reared her for three years in her house and
after this she took her to live with the virgins in the Sanctuary
of God. And MARY dwelt in the Sanctuary for twelve years
and received her sustenance from the hands of angels until
the time when our Lord Christ came into the worid, and took
flesh from her, the elect of all women. And when she had com-
pleted twelve years in the Sanctuary, the priests took counsel
together about her so that they might give her unto one who
would protect her, for she was vowed to God, and it was not rightm their sight that she should blossom in the Sanctuary and
become after the manner of women therein. Then they called
her by a name of honour for him that should be worthy to see
her. And zacharias, the high priest, answered and said,
Brmg MARY hither so that I may find out what is in her

heart " ;
and they called her and she came and stood before him

And ZACHARIAS said, "Know, O mary, that thou hast
grown up and that thou art mature like any other woman
Dost thou wish to be married? [If so] we wiU seek out for thee
a good, and blessed, and God-fearing young man, and we will
marry thee to him. Or, wouldst thou rather remain in the
Sanctuary and minister unto God all the days of thy life? [If
so] we will lay upon thee the prohibition which is written in
the Torah that thou shalt not approach [fol. 836 2] the gates of
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the Sanctuary during the days wherein there happeneth to
thee what happeneth to women." And our Lady mary
answered and said unto him, "Behold, I am the handmaiden
of the Lord before you; I have neither father nor mother.
Ye are to me in the place of my father and my mother before
God, holy and blessed be His Name ! What ye know to be the
command of God in respect of me that do for me." And the
priests and all the Sanhedrim said unto ZACHARiASthe priest,
"Go to the Sanctuary and pray to God, and God shall make it
clear to thee concerning mary." And zacharias put on
his priestly vestments, and went into the Sanctuary, and prayed
to God concerning mary. And the angel of the Lord appeared
unto him and said unto him, ''zacharias, go forth and gather
togetheraU the men of the House of d a vi d whose wives are dead
both young men and old men, and take their staffs, and write the
name of each man upon his staff. Then gather together all the
staffs into the Sanctuary, and pray to God; and after this go
forth and give unto each man his staff. And the man on whose
staff the Lord God shall make a sign to appear is he who is worthy
that MARY shall be given unto him to protect." And zach-
ARiAs the priest went forth and told the assembly what the
angel of God had said unto him. And straightway he sent
criers out into every land of Israel and into the cities and
villages, [fol. 83^>3] and they cried out, saying, "Let every
man of the House of david, whether he be young or old
whose wife is dead, go to Jerusalem." When Joseph of the
House of DAVID heard this he took his staff and went from
Nazareth to Jerusalem, where he found very many men gathered
together. And zacharias the priest took all their staffs and
wrote their names upon them and the staffs were in number
seventeen hundred and eighty-five. And he prayed to God
mside the Sanctuary, and all the men who were standing outside
the Sanctuary prayed likewise. And when zacharias had
finished his prayer he brought out the staffs, and gave unto
every man the staff which belonged to him. When Joseph
the carpenter, drew nigh to take his staff, there appeared from'
out of It the form of a white dove and it flew up and stood upon
his head. And when the priests and all the people saw this they
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marvelled exceedingly and they glorified God greatly. And
zacharias said unto Joseph, "Take mary the Virgin and
keep her in thy house, even as the angel of the Lord saith";
and JOSEPH took our holy Lady, the Virgin mary, and she
dwelt with him until Gabriel, the angel of the Lord came to
her, and told her that the Son of God was to take flesh from her.
Salutation to the coming of mary, according to the Law of
moses.

[fol. 84a 1] And on this day also is celebrated the festival of
the glorious angel, phAnuel the archangel.

Salutation to thy office in the court of God, phAnuel,
thou ladder of prayer, and expeller of Satan.

IV. TAkhshAsh

in the name of the father and the son
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day the holy Apostle Andrew, the brother of
SIMON PETER, became a martyr. The lot of this holy man went
forth that he should preach in the city of ledyA (lydda),
and in the cities of akorAkod. When he came into the city
of ledyA (lydda), many of the people thereof believed
through PETER his brother; and he had with him Philemon,
his disciple, who had a sweet voice, and he was wise, and a good
reader, and pious. And Andrew the apostle commanded
him to go up on the top of certain steps and to read (or sing)
in a sweet voice, and he went up and read in a sweet voice.
And when the priests of the idols heard of the coming of
ANDREW the apostle, they rose up and took their weapons of
war and went to the church so that they might hear whether
[the Christians] cursed [fol. 84a 2] their gods [or not]. And
when they heard Philemon reading and saying, ''The gods
of the nations are gold and silver, the work of men's hands.
They have mouths and speak not, they have eyes and see not,
they have ears and hear not, they have noses and smell not]
they have hands and handle not, they have feet and walk not,'
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they cry not out with their throats, and there is no breath in
their mouths. May those who make them and those who put
their trust m them become Hke unto them!'' (Psalm cxv)
And through his beautiful voice and the sweetness of his words
their hearts were opened, and they came into the church, and
bowed down at the feet of Andrew the apostle, and they
believed on our Lord Jesus Christ. And the apostle taught
them the doctrine of the Church and baptized them with
Christian baptism; and many of those who worshipped idols
believed with them. After this Satan came into the city and
he found playing together two youths, one of whom was
the son of JOHN, the priest of the city, and the other the son
of one of the great men of the city. And whilst one of them
was amusing himself with the other he smote the other a blow
and he died. And the father [of the dead boy] made a charge
against [the father of the living boy] and he said unto him.Bung me thy son so that I may kill him in the place of mv
son whom he killed." When john heard this he was very
sorry and he said unto the men of the city, "Be surety for me
whilst I go to my father Andrew who shall come and raise
up the boy who is dead"; and they became surety for himAnd JOHN the priest came to Saint Andrew and he found
him baptizing [fol. 84a 3] all the people. And Andrew
answered and said unto him, ^I cannot go with thee at thismoment because of the people whom I have to baptize but
take PHILEMON with thee, and he shall raise for thee the boywho IS dead." So Philemon and john the priest departed
from ANDREW, and when he came to the city of nawa [he
found] KORos the governor searching for the murderer, for
Satan had told him all that had happened, and he imagined
that a grown up man [had been killed]. And the people saidunto PHILEMON, -Go not into the city lest the governor kill
thee

;
and Philemon said, -I cannot transgress the com-

Th f l^^^Jn
^""^ ''^'^''' ^"* ^ ^"^^ ^^ ^^d '^'^ Wm up;and If they kill me my teacher will come and raise me up andhim that IS dead likewise." So Philemon came into the cityand he met korqs the governor who commanded his guards

to kill him. And the governor said, "Who knoweth whether
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this man killed the boy who is dead [or not] ? " And the guards
went to kill philemon, and they seized him and hung him
up. And PHILEMON answered and said unto k6r6s the
governor, "Why dost thou scourge me? I am a little person
who hath done no sin, and torturing ought not to be inflicted
upon me. Where is Andrew my teacher that he may see
what they are doing to his disciple?" And he turned his face
to the guards, and said unto them, "Is there anyone among
you who is merciful and will take compassion upon me, and
will go to my teacher Andrew and will tell him in what state
I am, how I am scourged and hung up [upon a tree]? " When
the guards heard this they wept because of the sweetness of his
voice. And straightway certain [fol. 846 i] birds came and
talked with him as they talked to noah in days of old, and
they said unto him, "Behold, whatsoever thou wishest from
us we will send unto thee." And a small bird came nigh unto
him, and she said unto him, "I am lighter in body than these
[other] birds, and I will go to thy teacher to bring him to thee."
And PHILEMON said unto her, "Thou art a whore, and thou
shalt not tempt me. Get thee gone from me, and if thou canst
find anyone of thy kin dwell with her, and return not in a hurry
speedily." And a raven drew nigh unto him and said unto
him, "I will go to him." And Philemon said unto the raven,
"In days of old when thou wast sent [from the ark] thou didst
not return to report to noah who sent thee forth, and shall I
send thee?" And Philemon called the dove and said unto
her, "O excellent pilgrim, whom God hath named as the
gentlest of all the birds who brought news to noah, when he
was in the ark during the days of the Flood, and whom our
father noah, the righteous man, blessed, get thee to the country
of LEDYA (lydda) to my teacher Andrew and tell him to
come hither and see his disciple Philemon, whom they have
hung upon a tree to scourge him." And the dove went and told
ANDREW and she returned and answered and said unto
PHILEMON, "Be strong and fear not; behold Andrew is

coming and he will hear thy word." When koros the governor
heard this, he rose up quickly and he released Philemon
with his own hands from the scourging, and he believed on our
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Lord. And Satan was jealous, and he entered into the heart of
the governor's wife and she killed her sons, and her slaves
returned and seized her, and they told the governor and
PHILEMON. And PHILEMON called the dove [fol. 84b 2] and
sent many messages unto the house of the governor [by her].
And when the people heard the dove talking, they were amazed,
and they all thronged to the place where Philemon was!
And behold Andrew came and commanded Philemon his
disciple to raise the dead youth, and he prayed to our Lord
Christ and raised the young man from the dead. And they
went also into the house of the governor, and Saint Andrew
prayed and made his wife and his sons, who were dead, to live.
And the youth who came to life told everything that had
happened [to him] and what he had seen in heaven. And behold
whilst the dove was flying about Andrew's head and in
front of him, the apostle said unto her, "How many are thy
days? " and the dove said unto him, " Sixty years are my days."
And the blessed Andrew said unto her, ''Because thou didst
hearken to the voice of Philemon, my disciple, get thee into
the desert, and thou shalt be free from the work of the men of
this world, and no man shall have any authority over thee";
and the dove went forth into the desert as Andrew com-
manded. And when the people who were gathered together
saw this, they all believed and were baptized in the Name of
the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost. Then he went
forth from them and departed to the cities of 'akrad, and
'AKsis, and 'akseyas, and henefores, and after this he
departed with Bartholomew to 'azri-gazrinos; and
what happened to him [from the time when he met] the' Dog-
faces until he returned is in the knowledge of God [only]. When
Saint ANDREW had entered that city and preached to the
people thereof, now these men were exceedingly evil, and they
would neither submit nor obey, some [fol. 84b 3] of them be-
Ueved because of the signs and wonders which they saw [worked]
by Saint Andrew. And those who did not believe took
counsel together with evil intent against Saint Andrew and
they sent a message to him with deceit asking him to come
meaning to rise up against him and to kill him. When their
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messengers came to Saint Andrew, and heard his good
doctrine, and saw his shining face, they believed on our Lord
Christ, and returned to those who had sent them. And there
were some who tortured them, and these belonged to those evil

men who had taken counsel together, saying, "We will rise up
and burn him in the fire." And there gathered together about him
many evil men, and they came to Saint Andrew to kill him.
And the blessed man asked Christ that fire might come down
from heaven and consume them, and straightway fire came
down from heaven and burnt them up; and those who were
left were exceedingly afraid. And the report of the blessed

ANDREW the apostle was heard throughout all that country
and many people believed on our Lord Christ. And the priests

of idols saw all these signs and wonders and did not believe,

but they sought out Saint Andrew the apostle in all that
country that they might kill him. Afterwards they gathered
together and came and took the holy Apostle Andrew, and
they beat him severely and dragged him round about the city

naked, and they cast him into the prison house, so that they
might kill him on the following day. Now the custom of these
people was when they wanted to kill a man to take him and
hang him up on a tree, and stone him until [fol. 85 a i] he died.

That day Andrew the apostle asked our Lord Christ that fire

might come down upon them from heaven and consume them
as it did before. And our Lord Christ appeared and said unto
him, ''Be not afraid, be not sorrowful, be not dismayed, for

thy departure from this world is nigh"; and He gave him
"Peace," and disappeared from him; and the soul of the
blessed Andrew the apostle rejoiced. When the morning
came they hung him up upon a tree and stoned him with stones
until he died. And certain believing men came and took the
body of the saint and laid it in a grave, and great signs and .

wonders were made manifest. Salutation to thee, O disciple of

Jesus, who preached the Gospel and taught in nicomedia,
and who roused up the country of l£dya (lydda) from the
dead.

On this day are commemorated Abba '6s and the virgins.
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and JAMES, and zacharias, and simon, and Theodora,
and THEOPHANA.

V. Takhshash

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died nahum the prophet. This holy and
righteous [fol. 85 a 2] man was of the tribe of Simeon, and he
was in prophecy the seventeenth from moses the prophet.
This righteous prophet prophesied in the days of amos, the
son of y6da£ and he was also named iyoas (joash) in the
days of 'ozya (uzza) his son. And he rebuked the children of
Israel because of their backsliding and because of their worship
of idols, and he revealed in his prophecy that although God the
Most High is merciful and compassionate, and abimdant in

mercy, yet will He take vengeance upon His adversaries, and
upon those who are His enemies and heap up judgement for

them. And he prophesied concerning the preaching of the
Holy Gospel, and concerning the apostles who should preach it,

and he called them "heralds of good things" and "preachers of
peace." And he prophesied concerning Nineveh and how
waters and fire would destroy it and lay it waste. And it came
to pass even as he prophesied, for God made a great earthquake
to take place in it, and a fire broke out in it and burnt up the
half of it, and those who had turned from the path of righteous-
ness and worked iniquity died. Now upon those who continued
steadfast in their repentance before God no evil whatsoever
came. And having finished his prophecy and pleased God by
his work he died in peace. Salutation to him that preached
the coming of the God Whose path from sina (sinai) was in
the earthquake.

[fol. 85 a 3] And on this day also Saint Isidore became a
martyr. Salutation to Isidore the blessed martyr.

And on this day also the blessed Eugenia became a martyr.
This holy woman came from Rome, and her father's name was

FOURTH month—TAKHSHAsH (DEC. 7-JAN. 5) 323

PHILIP. There was an emperor in the city of Rome who was
an infidel and worshipped idols, and whose name was mam-
d£yan6s, and her father was a worshipper of idols. This
holy woman was born in the city of Alexandria and her mother
was a Christian, and taught her the Christian Faith, and when
she was grown up [her father] betrothed her to a great nobleman.
When her father told her this she said unto him, "Permit me
first of all to go forth into the desert of Alexandria, and let me
open my eyes, and rejoice in the sight of the monasteries.''

When her father heard this he assigned two eunuchs to her, and
permitted her to do what she wished. And she went out into

the desert and travelled about to the monasteries of the monks,
and she came to a church where there was a holy and righteous
bishop whose name was Theodore. And when she had come
in to him she told him everything which was in her heart, and
she and her eunuchs were baptized. And she became a monk
there [fol. 856 i] and the abbot called her name "eugenius,"
not knowing that she was a woman. When she did not return
to her father he searched for her everywhere, and when he did
not find her he made an image in her likeness, and he continued
to worship it evening and morning. After she had dwelt there
one year, the abbot of that religious house died, and the monks
chose eugenius, and appointed her in his place. And God
gave her the gift of healing, and she could cast out devils, and
open the eyes of the Wind; and a certain woman who had a
devil in her came to her, and Saint eugenius healed her.

After this Satan cast an evil lust into the heart of a certain

woman so that she spake to Saint eugenius, and asked him
to abandon his ascetic life and marry her. And Saint euge-
nius hearkened unto her voice and said unto her, "Get thee
from me, O my mother, for Satan hath afilicted thee.'' And
having been put to shame the woman departed to the governor
of Alexandria, and she said unto him, "When I visited a certain

religious house a young man came unto me by night, a monk,
and he wished to put me to shame, and when I cried out to

my slaves and to my handmaidens, he departed from me."
When the governor, the father of eugenia, heard this he
commanded the soldiers to bring the monks before him bound
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m fetters, and when they arrived he handed them over to
another governor to punish in his house, and some of them died
And when Saint eugenius saw the miserable condition of the
monks she said unto the governor, her father, "O my lord
swear unto me that if I tell thee the mystery [fol. 856 2] which
concemeth me that thou wilt not hold me back from my
desire." And when he had sworn to her she took him into a
secret place and shewed him her mystery, and told him her
desire and that she was his daughter Eugenia. When the
governor heard this he said unto her, "Art thou indeed
EUGENIA my daughter? I will believe in thy God." And
straightway he commanded them to set free the monks and to
bury those who were dead. And her father and her mother and
all the men of her house were baptized in the Name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost, One God, and became
Chnstians. When the men of Alexandria saw the Faith of
PHILIP, they enthroned him archbishop on the throne of
MARK, and he sat for many years, and taught the Faith of
Christ. And another governor, an evil man (or heretic) sent
his soldiers to kill phi lip secretly whilst he was praying in
church; and they killed him and he became a martyr And
when the Archbishop of Rome heard the story of Saint Eu-
genia, he received her into his house and made her abbess of
the religious house which he had built, and which contained
three thousand women, and three hundred nuns who were
virgins; and the two eunuchs who were with her he made
bishops of the cities. And the governor seized Saint Eugenia
and tortured her with divers kinds of tortures, and at length
she dehvered up her soul and became a martyr, for the Name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be praise ! [fol. 85 b 3] Saluta-
tion to THEODORE and to EUGENIA.

And on this day also Saint victor of the city of shawm the district of ASYUT, became a martyr. The name of the
father of this holy man was marmar, and the name of his
mother was martha, and they were righteous folk and they
served God without fear. Now they had no son, and they
prayed for one continually, and gave large alms to the poor

fourth MONTH—tAkHSHAsH (dEC. 7-JAN. 5) 325
and needy. And God heard their petition, and that year the
blessed woman conceived this blessed victor, and she brought
him forth on the ninth day of Genbot (May-June); and she
brought him up most carefully and piously in the fear of God
When he was twenty years old his father took him to the
emperor, and the emperor made him a judge in his father's
stead; now his father was far advanced in years. Then after
a few days there arrived the Edict of the Emperor Diocle-
tian to the governor of ansnA (asnA or esneh), ordering
him to kill the Christians who would not worship the gods*
and the governor himself came to the city of shaw, seeking
for Christians. And certain men informed against Saint
victor, and told the governor that he worshipped Christ,
in sincerity, and the governor forthwith ordered his soldiers to
bring him to him ; and they did so and set him before him And
the governor tried to force Saint victor to sacrifice to the
gods, and when he refused to do so, he commanded his soldiers
to bind him in fetters in the [fol. 86 « i] prison house. And as
he was praying there the angel of the Lord, Saint michael,
came down to him and carried him up into heaven ; and when
the keeper of the prison house missed him he was exceedingly
disturbed. And after three days he found him, and took him
to the governor who took him to the Emperor diocletian
he himself being pitiful and tender-hearted concerning him, so
that he might turn him from the worship of God. And having
become weary and being unable to make Saint victor con-
sent, he sent him and deposited him with the governor eu-
TYCHiANUS, saying, "I have sent him to thee. If he offereth
sacrifice to the gods [good and well], and if he will not, hesitate
not to kill him.'' Then the soldiers tied his hands and his feet
and put an iron gag in his mouth, and he commanded them to
put him in the hold of a ship; and they took him away. Whilst
he was there the angel of the Lord came down and released him
from his fetters. Then they brought him before the governor,
and the saint kept silent before the governor as before the
wicked emperor; and straightway the governor was wroth and
condemned him to be tortured severely, and chained him in
the prison house. Whilst he was there our Redeemer appeared

B E S II
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in a chariot of light, and made a covenant with him. And from

that day the saint performed many signs and miracles, and

healed all the sick. When the governor heard this he was wroth,

and commanded his soldiers to bring him to him, and he

treated him kindly and urged him [to worship the gods]
;
but

the saint reviled him and cursed his filthy gods. And straight-

way he commanded them to tie him to a horse's tail [fol. 86 a 2]

and drag him about for one day, and after that they threw him

mto the furnace which heated the baths, and he finished his

strife nobly. Now they could not bring his body out from the

bath furnace, so they went down the steps, and wrapped it up

in costly cloths and anointed it with scented unguents, and

they built a church over it. Salutation two-fold to Saint

VICTOR.

And on this day also are commemorated philip(filgat?),

and HANANYA (ANANIAS), and BARKYOS (BARACHUS ?),

and JOHN, and philip, the father of eugenia the martyr.

Salutation to eugenia who pretended that she was a

eunuch for the sake of Christ, and who appeared to be like the

monks her fellows.

VI. TakhshAsh

[fol. 86a 3] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is commemorated Saint ANATOLiusthe priest

and martyr. Salutation to anatolius.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba Abraham

the Syrian, the sixty-second Archbishop of the city of Alex-

andria. This father was a Christian from the country of the

East, and he was a merchant and had many possessions. He

came to m£sr (cairo) many times when travelling, and he

dwelt there, and there appeared in him many virtues, and he

was merciful to the poor. And the report of his excellence and

understanding was noised abroad, and the fathers, the bishops,
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and the elders, and the doctors agreed concerning him, and they
determined to make him Archbishop of the city of Alexandria.
And when he had been enthroned by the Will of God, he gave
all his goods to the poor and needy, and he suppressed every

,;i
evil custom from his office, and he threatened to excommunicate

\
all the bishops if they took any bribes whatsoever in making
appointments [fol. 86b i] to the priesthood; and he excom-
municated those who took concubines, and he was wroth with
those who had them. And when those who had concubines
heard the excommunication which he pronounced against them,
they feared the banning of the archbishop very greatly, and
they feared God the Most High, and they cast out all their

concubines from their houses, and came to Abba Abraham
the archbishop, and bowed down at his feet and repented; and
he accepted their repentance and remitted unto them all their

sins. And no man dared to gainsay the archbishop except a
certain man who was a scribe in m£sr (cairo), and he feared
neither God Most High nor this father. And this father rebuked
him many times, and he bore with him for many days, but
although he bowed low before him many times he would not
accept his rebuke, nor turn from his evil way, and he was not
afraid lest God Most High should destroy him. And although
he saw a pure and holy old man lying prone on the ground at

his feet, (which ought to have been cut off !), beseeching him
to turn from his evil, and to cast out that concubine from his

house, he neither listened to his command nor turned and
forsook his counsel. And even after this the archbishop con-
sidered neither his own learning (?), nor his rebuke, but he
humbled himself like Christ his Creator, and he went to the
house of that man. And when that infidel heard of the coming
of this father to his house, he shut the door, and this father
remained for two [fol. 86 ^> 2] hours standing at the door of that
evil man and knocking at it ; and the man neither opened the
door to him nor spake one word. And when this father heard
that the wretched man had separated himself from the com-
munity, and was alone, and that of his own free will he had
perished from the flock of Christ, and that all his members
were rotten, then and then only, not because of the sin which

21-2
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he had committed against this father, but in order that the rest

of the members of his flock might not be corrupted, this father

rightly decided to cut him away from his congregation, and to set

his blood on hisown head, and he excommunicated him, and shook

off the dust from the sandals on his feet at the door of the house

of that unclean man. And God made manifest at that moment

a sign in the presence of the men who were there, for the frame-

work of the door and the large stone were split asunder and

became two parts. What an awful and marvellous thing was

this ! When the massive, solid stone heard the excommunication

of this father it split asimder. And the fate (?) which came

upon this man who was full of sin was not tender (?), for God

worked grievous signs upon that man, and he became the

poorest of the poor. And He removed him from his position

in disgrace, and of all his possessions he had not left to him one

sartk (i.e. farthing); and God afflicted his body with serious

illness, and [the soldiers] cut off his hands in the days of hakim
the khalifah. And he became a spectacle unto all men, and

many sinners were afraid when they saw an evil death come upon

him, and they repented. And in the days of this holy father,

me'£z (al-mu'izz) the Khalifah of m£sr (cairo), [fol. 8663]

the captain of his host was a certain Jew who embraced with

him the Muslim Faith, and he became like unto the Muslims;

and that captain had a friend, a Jew, who used to come with

him frequently and hold converse with the khalifah. And when
that Jew found favour with the khalifah, because of his friend-

ship with the captain of the host of the khalifah, he made a

request to the khalifah, and he said unto him, "I very much
wish that thou wouldst bring the archbishop to me so that I

might have an argument with him." And the khalifah sent

and brought this father, and with him was sever us, the son

of MAKFu£, Bishop of the city of eshmunen. And they

disputed with that Jew, and vanquished him in argument and

put him to shame. When the khalifah saw this he rejoiced,

and he was pleased with the archbishop and those who were

with him, and paid them honour and they departed to their

houses in peace. And the captain of the host and that Jew
friend were ashamed, and they were seeking to kill the arch-
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bishop and all the Christians. One day the captain of the host
came to the khalifah and said unto him, "I would have thee to
know, O my lord, that the Christians have no Faith, for it

saith in their Gospel, 'If there be in you faith as large as a
mustard-seed, and ye say to this mountain. Depart and fall

into the sea, it shall depart from this world.'" And when the
khalifah heard this he sent and brought the Archbishop Abba
ABRAHAM, and he said unto him, "What hast thou to say to
the words in your Gospel which saith, ' If there be in you faith

as large as a mustard-seed, and ye say to this mountain Depart,
and it shall depart'?" And the [fol. 87^ i] Archbishop said
unto him, ''Yea, it is true, the Gospel doth say this" (Matthew
xvii, 20). And the khalifah said unto him, "Behold, there are
thousands and tens of thousands of thousands of you Christians

in whom there is faith. I wish you to bring to me one of your
number to make manifest this sign to me with his own hand,
not thyself who art the head of the Christian people, though it

would be seemly for thee to make manifest this sign unto me
with thine own hand." When the archbishop heard these words
he was dismayed and feared exceedingly, and he said unto the
khalifah, "Wait three days," and he replied, "Let it be accord-
ing as thou sayest." And the archbishop went out from before
the khalifah, and he gathered together the archbishops, and
the bishops and the priests, and the monks who lived near him,
and they sat in the church of the holy Lady of us all, the
Virgin mary, in mu'allakah in mesr (cairo) for three

days and three nights, fasting, and praying, and making sup-
plication to God. On the third night, at dawn, our holy Lady,
the Virgin mary, the God-bearer, appeared unto Abba
ABRAHAM with a bright and joyful face, and she said unto
the archbishop, "What is it that hath come upon thee? " And
she said unto him, "Fear not, I have accepted all thy tears

which thou hast shed in my church, and now rise up, and get
thee out into the ' street of iron ' which leadeth into the market,
and there thou shalt find a one-eyed man bearing a pot of water
on his shoulders, lay hold upon him, for he shall make manifest
this sign unto thee. And the name of this man is simon, and
he is a shoe-maker, [fol. 87 a 2] and he put out his eye through
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the command of my beloved Son Jesus Christ." And the

archbishop rose up and went quickly, and he found the man,
and laid hold upon him, and he said unto him, "Have mercy
on the Christian folk." And he told him how our holy Lady the

Virgin mary had appeared unto him, and how she had told

him about him. And simon bowed down before him and
said unto him, "Forgive me, O my father, I am a sinful man
and a transgressor, and I cannot do what thou tellest me, but
God's Will be done. By the prayer of our holy Lady the Virgin

MARY and by thine own prayer thou shalt help the Christian

people. But I beseech thee, O my father, not to reveal my work
unto any man, for I have not strength enough to bear this

world's honour; but what I say unto thee do. Get thee out to

the mountain about which the khalifah spake unto thee, with
thy priests, and let thy people be with thee, and take with thee

the Gospels, and the crosses, and the censers, and candles.

And let the khalifah and his soldiers and all the people stand
on one side, and do thou and thy people stand on the other side.

And I will stand behind thee among the people and none will

know me, and let them entreat God, and say, and cry out,

'Kiryalayson,' that is to say, 'God have mercy upon us, Christ,'

one and forty times, and then command thy people to hold
their peace. Then do thou bow down, and let all the people

bow down, and I myself will bow down with thee. And do this

three times, at the same time making the sign of the Life-giving

Cross before [fol. ^ja 3] that mountain." When the archbishop
heard this, he took the bishops, and the priests, and the monks,
and the believing people, and came to the khalifah. And the

khalifah and his soldiers went out, and with them were all

the people of m£sr (cairo) and kah£ra (cairo), and they
made haste to that mountain, and the Archbishop Abba Abra-
ham and the beheving men stood on one side, and the khalifah

and his soldiers and all his men on the other side. Then the

archbishop and the believing men prayed, and simon with
them, and they cried out, saying, "Lord have mercy upon us"
one and forty times. And when they had bowed down three

times, now at each time the archbishop lifted up his eyes to

heaven, and made the sign of the Cross, the mountain moved
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itself and rose up in the air before all the people. And when

the archbishop and all the beheving people bowed down, the

moimtain descended to its place [again] ; and thus he did three

times. And when the khalifah and his soldiers and all the

Muslims saw this sign and wonder, they marvelled exceedingly,

and they cried out loudly and were afraid with a great fear.

And the khalifah brought the archbishop Abba Abraham,

and honoured him greatly, and asked him to demand from him

whatsoever he wished, but he had no need to ask him for any-

thing whatsoever. And when the khalifah pressed the arch-

bishop, the archbishop said unto him, "I wish to build some

churches, and especially a church [in honour of] Saint mer-

cuRius in MESR (CAIRO)." And the khalifah commanded

him to build what churches [fol. ^jh i] he wanted, and besides

this he gave him money from his palace, and paid him reverence.

And the archbishop said unto him, "May God lengthen thy

days upon earth, and make strong thy kingdom ; for myself I

do not want money." And when he said this to him the khalifah

loved him exceedingly, for he saw his righteousness proceeding

from him in his rejection of the goods of this world. Then the

khalifah leaped upon his horse and [departed] with his soldiers

and he stood by the side of the archbishop at the building of the

church of Saint mercurius, when certain evil men would

have prevented him building the church, and he stayed with

hun until he had finished building the church of Saint mer-

curius, and many other churches in the country of Egypt.

And having fought a good fight, and pleased God, he died in

peace, having sat upon the throne of mark the evangelist for

three years and six months. And one saith in the story of the

life of this father that the scribe whom he excommunicated

because of his concubines concocted poison and poisoned him-

self and he died. And this saint departed to God Whom he

loved, and all the people mourned for him. Salutation to

ABRAHAM the merchant and archbishop, [fol. 8762] Saluta-

tion to SIMON who was instructed by the mouth of mary.

And on this day also is commemorated the consecration of

the church of Saint 'arsima, the virgin and martyr, and the

t
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translation of her body, and of the bodies of the holy martyrs
who were with her; now these were six and twenty holy martyrs.
And King tiridates said unto her, "Hath thy heart no
desire to live as long as thou canst with us?" And she said

unto him, "My desire for heaven, which is better, is greater/'

And he commanded his soldiers to take her to the fore part of

the tent and to strip her naked there, and to cut off her head;
and they cut off her head and she received the crown of martyr-
dom in the kingdom of the heavens. Salutation to the transla-

tion of the body of 'arsimA.

And on this day also are commemorated batelsis the

priest, and Abraham soreyawi, the second, who was a
carpenter, and a Christian, and ta'amani, and sufit, and
MERYAN, and MICHAEL, and YOLSAWis, and ptolemy.

[iol.Syb^] Salutation to elyab a pagan on whom God
shewed compassion. [This salutation is omitted in the Bod-
leian MS.]

VII. Takhshash

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Abba daniel of dabra sihat (mon-
astery of SCETE ?), the monastery of Abba macarius. This
holy man buried the Empress Patricia, who called herself

'ant£y6s, and it was not known that she was a woman until

after her death. One day he was going with his disciple to
Alexandria, and when the turn of the evening had come, he
foimd a fool (or madman) whose name was mark A, and many
idiots (?) were following him; now the men of the city thought
they were madmen. And Abba daniel took his hand and
brought him to the archbishop, and described to him his

virtues, and when they had made him take an oath he told

them that he had fled from the war of fornication, and that he
had feigned to be a madman; and when they heard this they
glorified God. One day he came into a certain city and he foimd
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an old man whose name was eulogius, and who was a worker

in stone; and he bought bread and welcomed the poor. And
he brought Abba daniel into his house, and welcomed him

with joy, and when daniel saw his goodness, he asked God
to give money to eulogius, so that he might be able to

welcome the poor. And our [fol. 88 a i] Lord appeared unto

DANIEL in the form of a child, and said unto him, "Wilt thou

undertake his duties, and let him change his mode of life, or

shall I undertake them?'' And then eulogius found a pot

of gold, and he went to the emperor and was appointed a

governor, and he abandoned his old habit of life. And Abba
DANIEL heard in the city of the emperor that he (i.e. the

emperor) had rebuked him, and that his soldiers had beaten

EULOGIUS and brought him nigh unto death; [and the emperor

ordered them to crucify him.] And whilst he was sorrowing

over this matter that child appeared unto him in a dream, and

said unto him, "Why hast thou entered into the affair of

another?" Then our Lady mary came and kissed the feet of

the child and delivered eulogius. As for eulogius, when

another emperor reigned he wished to kill him, and eulogius
took to flight, and having arrived in the city, he returned to his

former work. And one day when they were journeying along

the road by the light of the moon, he found a woman on a hill,

and her hair covered her whole body, and she had dwelt there

for eight and thirty years, carr3dng on the spiritual fight, and

she told him all her secret history and died. And one day they

brought the Book of the letters of leo and read it before

all the people, and Abba daniel leaped up and rent the book

and cursed the Faith of Chalcedon; and when the soldiers

heard of this they beat him severely, and drove him away from

his monastery. One day he was going to visit some virgins, and

he knocked at the door, and they knew that he was Abba
DANIEL, and they opened the door to him and welcomed him

with joy; and among them was one who made herself out to be

mad, and she lay by the door [and moved not]. And Abba
DANIEL asked about her, and the abbess said, "She is mad";

and Abba daniel told her that she was a holy woman and a

spiritual fighter, [fol. 88 a 2] And during the night she wrote a
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letter, saying, ''Forgive me because I made you angry"; and
having said this she disappeared; and when the [other] virgins

heard of this they were exceeding sorry and repented.

And there was a nunnery wherein very many virgins dwelt,

and its gates were strong, and Satan raised up against them
certain thieves to plunder their goods. And the captain of the

thieves said, "I will disguise myself as Abba daniel, and
they will open the door to me forthwith"; and he did even as

he had thought. And he said unto the virgins, "I am Abba
DANIEL," and when the nuns heard him they welcomed him
with joy, and uncovered their faces. And as soon as one of the

nuns, who was blind, washed her face in water her eyes were
opened; and when the nuns saw this they said, "Blessed art

thou, O Abba daniel!" When the captain of the thieves

saw this he repented, and became a monk with Abba daniel.
And Abba daniel continued to fight strenuously, and when
the time for his departure drew nigh the angel of the Lord told

him, and he fell sick a little; and he prayed to Christ and died

in peace. Salutation to daniel, the head of the blessed

priesthood of dabra sihat (monastery of scete ?).

[f01.88^3] And on this day also is commemorated the

blessed woman diyonteres (diontyras). Salutation to

DIYONTERES (DIONTYRAS).

And on this day also died the holy and glorious father and
fighterAbba MATEWAS(MATTHEW)of'ASF6Ni, Archimandrite
of DABRA 'ASWAN. And this holy man was reared from his

youth up in the fear of God, and he became a monk in a certain

monastery, and he fought with fasting and with prayer. And
he built himself an abode in the desert, and he worked with
his hands and made good nets, and the price he received for

the same he gave in alms to the poor, according to what his

disciples have said about his work, and his fighting, and his

miracles. Now these disciples Abba serapion, and Abba
KHADRA relate as follows: One day when we were sitting out-

side his abode in the desert, we heard a voice like that of a man
who is speaking to his friend inside the abode; and when we
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went inside we found no one there except our father, who
was alone. And we said, "O our father, we outside heard

someone talking with thee, but having come inside we find no

one but thee." [fol. SSb i] And he said unto us with very great

humility and exceedingly great sweetness, ''O my children,

I remember my sins, and I talk to myself, and remind my soul

of the punishments which are not transient, and the pain of

the death which shall find me. Woe be unto poor mAtewAs
(matthew) when they strip off the apparel which is on him,

and set him before the throne of the Living God, in the midst

of the ladder of the heavenly angels, and all the company of

the righteous, who keep purity, which they put on as if it were a

garment." With words such as these did he exhort his children

and he reminded them of the punishment of sinners and the

reward of the righteous. And Saint abunA Abba mAtewAs
(matthew) made his prayers, and carried on his fight, and

his service in the monastery which he had built and dedicated

to our father Abba pachomius, and the monastery of dabra
BAKALT. And Satans and unclean spirits used to [try to]

terrify him by day and by night, and he saw them face to face,

and they would run in front of him and follow behind him

everjrwhere, and each one of them would change his appearance,

but our father was not afraid of them. And when he stretched

out his hands, and made the sign of the Cross with them, at

that very moment the devils would melt away and be dispersed

like smoke before the wind. One day he commanded sera-
pion his disciple to take from the monastery to his cell a skin

of water and a little bread and to wait there until the following

day whilst he went on a certain business into the desert. When
his disciple came to the cell and opened the door to go in he

saw two wild beasts who were larger [fol. 88 b 2] than hyaenas,

and very terrifying, lying in the middle of the dwelling, and

being afraid he shut the door of brass. And behold our father

came walking through the desert, and when he saw his disciple

he laughed and he said unto him, "O serapion, why didst

thou not go into the dwelling [and wait there] until I came to

thee?" And serapion said unto him, '*0 my father, I found

inside the dwelling two [wild beasts] lying, and I was afraid of
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them, and I did not go in." And the old man who was gentle
and pure in deed and soul, answered and said unto him, "Be-
lieve me, O my son, for twelve years I have lived with them,
and I myself have served them, and this bread and water which
I commanded thee to bring here is for them." And when he
opened the door the two wild beasts came to him, and they
hcked the soles of the feet of the holy man, and they treated
him with the greatest friendliness and were in submission to
him; and the samt poured out some water for them from the
skin, and they lapped it up and went out through the door and
departed into the desert. And this Abba mAtewAs (Mat-
thew) continued to work miracles until the report of him was
in every place. And the people used to bring unto him sick
folk who were suffering from divers kinds of sicknesses, and he
healed them by means of the great power of God which was with
him. Here is the first miracle. One day they brought
unto him a dumb man who was possessed of a devil, and as
soon as he saw the saint, the devil cried out with a loud voice
and cast the man upon the ground. And the saint prayed over
some oil, and made the sign of the Holy Cross over him, in the
Name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, One
God; and straightway [fol. 88b 3] the man was deHvered from
this Satan, and his heart returned to him, and he heard the
words of the saint, and he departed rejoicing. And when
certain of the laity came to Abba MATEwAs(MATTHEw)and
offered him a table {i.e. a meal), he sent them away in peace.
And having taken a Httle of that "blessing" into their houses,
when they laid it upon those who were sick, they were healed
immediately, and they glorified God. The second miracle.
One day they brought unto him a very beautiful maiden who
was possessed of the devil, and very often she rent her garments,
and no man could approach her, and her parents were in sore
trouble about her. And Abba mAtewAs(matthew) cried out
and prayed over the oil of the lamp, and he anointed the
maiden therewith in the Name of Christ, and she was healed.
third miracle. One day they brought unto him a sinful
woman who had fallen into great sin, and who was very wicked,
and being with child, and the day of her delivery having
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arrived, her labour was hard, and she suffered tribulation by
day and by night. And the saint said unto her, "My daughter,

confess thy sin unto me, and lie not before God." And she

said unto him, "I was in the habit of lying with two brothers

without knowing which of them was with me ; and having con-

ceived, by means of my drugs I made myself to abort the child,

and I gave him to the dogs." When the saint heard this he

prayed to God, and the earth opened her mouth and swallowed

her up, and she became an example to other women. This

saint worked very many miracles, but if one tried to recount

them he would never come to an end. One day as he was
walking in the desert, a hyaena tugged at his garment with her

teeth, and she shewed him her cub which had failed into a hole

;

and when the saint had drawn it out for her she crouched and
licked the soles of his feet and departed. And when [fol. 8ga i]

the time of his death drew nigh he saw a vision on the second

day of the month of Takhshash, and it seemed that they invited

him to the assembly at the feast of the Holy Fathers, Abba
ANTHONY, and Abba macarius, and Abba pachomius,
and Abba Theodore, and Abba moses the Black, and Saint

Abba SIN 6 D A, and they said unto him, "Good is thy coming
unto us to dwell with us in the Jerusalem of the heavens."

And they brought him to the door of the Great Hall wherein

are gardens and seats, and he heard a voice, saying, "Open
the door so that mAtewAs (matthew) may come in." And
then he died and received three crowns. Salutation to mAte-
wAs (matthew).

Vni. TAkhshAsh

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

And on this day died the holy father Abba yAr6klA
(hieroclis), the thirteenth Archbishop of the city of Alex-

andria. The parents of this holy man were deniers of Christ,

but after his birth they believed and were baptized with Christian

baptism ; before they believed they taught their son every kind

of pagan philosophy and learning, and all their books, and after
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they believed they taught him Christian learning, and he
learned by heart the Books of the Church and of the Apostles.
After this Demetrius the archbishop made him a deacon,
^d then he made him a priest in [fol. Sga 2] the church of the
city of Alexandria, and he protected and cared well for his
flock, and fulfilled the work and the Law of the Church. When
Abba DEMETRIUS died [the bishops] chose this father, and
made him Archbishop of the city of Alexandria, and he shep-
herded the flock of Christ well, and made them strong in the
True Faith ; and he converted many pagans and brought them
into the Faith of Christ, and baptized them with Christian
baptism; but he committed to Saint dionysius the work of
judging between believers. And Saint yar6kla (hiero-
CLis

) taught them, and rebuked them, and converted the
heretics and guided them until he brought them back and
made them to enter the True Faith. And he sat upon the
throne of Samt mark the evangelist for thirteen years, and he
died in peace. Salutation to the blessed yar6kla (hiero-
CLIS).

And on this day also became martyrs the holy women
BARBARA and JULIANA, and 'anbA MERtNA (Abba
marina), the righteous man. This holy woman Barbara
was the daughter of a judge, who was exceedingly great in the
palace, and he lived in the days of the infidel Diocletian;
he came from the coimtry of the East and his name was dios-
CURUS. And DioscuRUS made for his daughter [fol. 89^3] a
strong palace so that no one should ever see her; and he com-
manded [the builders] to make two windows which would open
in the bath house, and they did so. And when Saint Barbara
saw the two windows she commanded the builders to make a
third window, [and they did so,] and then she made over the
bath, with the water in it, the sign of the Life-giving Cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ. When her father came into the dwelling
he saw what the builders had done, and that they had trans-
gressed his command. And he asked them about this, and they
said imto him, "Thy daughter Barbara commanded us [to
do] this and we did it.'' When he asked her, ''Why hast thou
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done this?" she said unto him, " Know, O my father, that every-

thing is completed in the Holy Trinity, and I have made three

windows in the Name of the Holy Trinity. And this cross is a

copy of the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, wherein was the

salvation of the whole world. Turn, O my father, from thy error,

and worship thy God Who created thee." When her father

heard these words he was wroth, he drew his sword and ran

after her, but she fled from him ; and there was a rock in front

of her, and that rock split and she entered into it and was
protected. And after this she returned and her father took her

and handed her over to the governor, who tortured her severely.

And there was there a certain woman whose name was Juli-
ana, and she was looking at Saint Barbara when she was
being tortured, and she wept for her. And our Lord Jesus

Christ appeared [fol. 8gb i] to Saint Barbara, and strength-

ened and comforted her. And after this her father commanded
his men to cut off her head, and the head of Juliana, and they

cut off the heads of both of them with the sword, and the two
women received crowns of martyrdom in the kingdom of the

heavens; and fire came down from heaven and burnt up her

father and marcianus, the governor. And the bath which

Saint BARBARA had made for herself in the bath house, and
on which was the sign of the Cross, became a means of healing

unto the sick, for all those who bathed therein were healed of

their diseases. Then [certain believers] took the bodies of the

holy martyrs and laid them in the church outside the city which

is called galAlyA; and the bodies of these holy women and
martyrs are this day in the church of Saints 'abuker and
JOHN the martyr in the city of m£sr (cairo). Salutation to

BARBARA. Salutation to him that made strong her mind,

namely 'anbA MfeRiNA.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba samuel,
Abbot of the monastery of kalmon. This holy man was one

of the [fol. 8962] men of the city of dAkr£lubA, in the

country of masil, in the north of Egypt; his parents were

holy and pure, and they had no child except samuel. His

father was a priest called siLAs, and he saw a vision one night.
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and a man with a shining face said unto him, "Needs must:
and thy son shall become a true and excellent teacher of God
all the days of his life." Now this samuel was pure from his

youth up, like samuel the prophet, and he was always thinking

in his heart about the garb of the monastic life. One day he
found the opportunity and went forth from his father to go to

the desert of scete, and as he was journeying along the road,

the angel of the Lord, disguised as a monk, said imto him,

Whither goest thou?" And Abba samuel said unto him,
I want to go to the monastery of scete." And the angel

who had appeared unto him in the form of a monk said unto
him, ''I am going there," and they travelled together until

they arrived in the desert of scete. And the angel of the

Lord delivered him to a certain aged monk whose name was
agathon, and who dwelt in a cave, and was a very righteous

man. And the angel of the Lord told Saint Abba agathon
about Abba samuel, and he said unto him, ''Receive

SAMUEL with joy, and array him in the garb of the monastic
life; for he shall be thy son in truth, and he shall strengthen

thine old age, and thou shalt teach him all the rules of the

monastic life." And when the angel had said this to Abba
AGATHON, [fol. 8963] he disappeared from him. And when
Abba SAMUEL came Abba agathon received him with great

joy, and said unto him, ''Good is thy coming to me, O samuel,
thou man of God, for God hath sent thee to me in mine old

age." And forthwith he took him into the church with him,

and he blessed the cloak made of cloth of hair, and the girdle,

and the cap, and the garment of the monk, and put them on
him, saying, "The God of the holy fathers, Abba Anthony
and Abba macarius, be with thee, my son samuel, and be
a helper unto thee in all thy tribulation." And Saint Abba
AGATHON taught Abba samuel humility and silence, and he

was saying always, "Forgive me, O my father, shew me kind-

ness and guide me." And he bowed before Abba agathon
and said unto him, "Remember me, O my holy and blessed

father, so that God may make me to do His Will"; and
Saint Abba samuel learned from Abba agathon all the

path of spiritual monasticism, and Saint Abba agathon
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assisted him in everything. And Abba samuel hved withthe old man Abba agathon for three years, and he did every-thing which he commanded him to do. Then Abba agathon
?!f'/f ^.

^''''''^'^ continued to fast for a week at a time

church of Saint Abba macarius in scete. After a few days

to the desert and one read them to him. And when the a^ed

SAMUEL became zealous, with a great zeal of the Holy Spirit

nnrlin''''?
""^

^"""f^
^" '^' "^^^ t^^^' 9^^ ^] and seized thatunclean volume and rent it in pieces, saying, "Cursed is everyone who shall change the Faith of the holy fathers." And whenthe imperial envoy saw this he was filled with fury, and wasexceedingly angry, and he commanded his men to beat thesaint with rods of iron, and to hang him up by his arms, and to

eve?, t.
'' '"^ '^'^ ^'^ ^'' '''''' *^^^^ ^^^ ^--te his faceeven as the envoy commanded. And whilst they were smiting

IaI.L ^i
^""^'^ ^^ *^" ^^^^ ^PP^^^^^ ^^to Saint AbbaSAMUEL and commanded him to depart and to dwell in themonastery of kalmon; and he departed straightway anddweU there, and he lived there a few days teaching'all the Ztto be strong m the True Faith. And makAkaz, who wasgovernor and Archbishop of the city of Alexandria, and of al

slt'^KK
^^^'^ ^'^'^ '^' ^^P"^^ ^^ ^™' ^^^ he came toSamt Abba SAMUEL, and he beat him very severely and drovehim out of the monastery, and the saint went and dwelt in thechurch m the desert of kalmon. And in those days the iaganBarbanans came and took him away in order to send him totheir own country, and he besought our Lord Jesus Christ to

camirh T.iT ''T-
^"' ^t-ghtway they set him upon acamel, but that camel was unable to move at all, and then thevbeat him very severely; and they agreed together to leave him

Zir^^7.
^^^"'"^^\'^''' '^^^'^- A^^ Abb^ SAMUEL

returned to kalmon his monastery, and he lived there anddevoted himself to asceticism and to the spiritual strife of the
B E S II
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path of the monastic Hfe. Then the Barbarians came a second

time, [fol. go a 2] and he was afraid of them, and he heard a

voice, saying, "Fear not, O sam u el, but go into the church

and hold no converse with them, and I will cause them not to

see thee," and he remained thus. Then the pagan Barbarians

arrived and went into the church with their swords drawn and

grasped tightly in their hands, and they had their [other]

weapons of war with them; and they cried out with outcries

which were exceedingly terrifying. And the saint saw them

committing sacrilege in the sanctuary, and he was unable to

bear the sight of their audacity in the sanctuary, and spake

unto them, saying, ''What are ye doing, O ye wicked heretics

who have no Lord God to redeem you, according to the evil of

your deeds?" And those pagans said unto him, "Dost thou

remain here [and think] we cannot see thee? " And they seized

him and tied him firmly to a pillar in the church, and they beat

him very severely until he was wellnigh dead; and when he

was about to die they released him from his bonds and he fell

upon his face on the ground and lay there like a dead man.

Then the pagans dragged him out, and brought him to the

place where the camels were, and they beat him on his head

with their sandals, and they fastened him tightly on the back

of a camel, but the camel would not move although they beat

it severely; and Saint Abba samuel wept bitter tears because

of his pain. And the camel turned to him and said unto him

with the voice of a man who talketh, "It is well that they

beat thee. It was meet for thee to die because thou didst trans-

gress the command of the Lord [fol. go a 3] thy God Who told

thee to hold thy peace and to speak not." When Saint Abba

SAMUEL heard these words he wept bitter tears and said,

"Verily I have sinned, but God is able to put away my trans-

gression." And then the Barbarians took him to their own

country. Now they had already carried away into captivity

Abba JOHN, Abbot of the desert of scete, and Abba john

and Abba samuel met there and they comforted each other.

And the master of Abba samuel wished to force him to worship

the sun, but he would not obey his command in any way. Then

he tied the leg of Abba samuel to the leg of a maiden with
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Satanic intent, and sent them out into the desert to attend to

the camels. Now his master thought that Saint Abba samuel
would fall into sin with her, and that he would submit to every-
thing which he told him; and Diabolus was the counsellor of

this man. And in all these things strength was increased in

Saint Abba samuel, and his heart was strong, and he re-

mained thus until his master fell ill and was nigh to die; and
Abba SAMUEL prayed over him and healed him of his sickness.

And the report of him was noised abroad in that country, and
whosoever was sick came to him, and he prayed over him, and
anointed him with oil, and the sick man was healed of his sick-

ness. When Abba Samuel's master saw this he marvelled
exceedingly, and bowed before him and said unto him, " Forgive
me my sin which I committed against thee "

; and he loved him
greatly and he asked him, saying, "Tell me everything thou
wishest, and I will perform it for thee." And Abba samuel
said unto him, "I wish to go back to my own country"; and
straightway the pagan made ready many gifts, and he set him
on his way in [fol. 906 i] peace, and he departed, and the pagan
sent messengers to go with him until he arrived at his monastery.
And his sons gathered together about him, and they increased

in number exceedingly until they became thousands. And our
holy Lady mary, the Virgin two-fold, the God-bearer, appeared
unto him, and she said unto him, "This place shall be my abode
for ever"; and from that day the pagans never came to the
monastery of Saint Abba samuel. And this father composed
many discourses, and he prophesied concerning the coming of

the Muslims, who are the children of hagar, and their king-

dom, and the tribulation which they would inflict upon Christian

folk in all countries. When the time for his departure from this

fleeting world drew nigh, he gathered together his sons and he
commanded them to be strong in the fear of God, and to perform
His behests, and to fight for Him and for the True Faith until

the last breath. Then he fell sick of a slight sickness, and he died
in peace, and inherited the kingdom of the heavens. It is said

concerning him that one of his sons died, and that when Saint

Abba SAMUEL came to him, his soul returned to him and he
rose up, and he told Abba samuel and all the brethren how

22-2
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he had seen the punishment of sinners, and the repose of the

righteous ; and that brother turned and lay down, and died in

peace, [fol. gob 2] Salutation to Abba SAMUELof kalmon.

And on this day Saint Abba 'isi and his sister thecla

became martyrs. This holy man was one of the men of the

city BfeDiR in the West, in the district of 'eshmunayn; and

he had many goods and possessions in abundance, and estates

and flocks and herds. He gave the hair of his flocks to the poor

and needy, and he gave large alms to those who were in want

;

he feared God exceedingly, and his goods multiplied very greatly.

His sister thecla also feared God. The name of his father

was ELIAS and the name of his mother was mary. And they

asked their son 'esi, saying, ''O our son, we want to have thee

married during our lifetime, and to rejoice in thee before our

death"; but he did not wish this by any means, and he said

unto them, "Pray ye for me, O my blessed father and mother.

Everything else which ye command me to do I will undertake

gladly, but this thing I cannot do, and do not speak to me about

it." And they left him alone and spake no more to him about

marriage, for they loved him very much. And then his father

died, being eighty years of age, and after a few days his mother

died, being sixty years of age, and in that same year Dio-

cletian the infidel commanded that all the Christians should

worship idols. And Saint Abba 'esi went to the city of Alex-

andria to buy goods, and he had in that city a friend [fol. gob 3]

whose name was PAUL, who was grievously sick, and Abba

'es! remained with him until he recovered from his sickness.

And in those days the Christian peoples suffered very great

tribulation, and Abba 'esi and paul his friend used to buy

good food and provisions and take them to the saints who were

in the city of Alexandria, and they used likewise to visit fre-

quently those who were shut up in prison in great tribulation

for the sake of the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and comfort

them. And these men used to minister unto them like slaves,

and the saints prophesied to them, saying, "Assuredly ye shall

receive the crown of martyrdom." And in those days they

brought Saint victor, the son of romanus, to the city of

FOURTH MONTH—TAKHSHASH (DEC. 7-JAN. 5) 345

Alexandria. And when Abba 'esi and thecla his sister saw
the jealousy of him which existed, now he had rejected the
royalty of this fleeting world, Abba 'esi drew nigh unto the
governor, and confessed our Lord Jesus Christ. And the
governor commanded his soldiers to torture him with severe
tortures, and to beat him many times with whips. And they
hacked off his limbs with hatchets, and they set lighted torches
on his body, and they wound red-hot chains about his body,
and they lighted a huge fire in the furnace of an oven, the
flames whereof rose to a great height, and they cast Abba
'esi into that fire. And he prayed, saying, "Thou didst deliver
the three children from the fiery furnace, and daniel
from the jaws of the Hons, Omy Lord Jesus Christ, and thy martyr
VICTOR from the flame in the furnace of the baths, O my
Lord, [fol. gia i] help me and deliver me, and send thine angel
to deliver me from this torture, for Thine is the glory for ever
and ever Amen." And when he had said these words, behold
suri'el, the angel, came down from heaven, and he stood by
the right hand of Abba 'e si the virgin, and he said unto him,
"Peace be unto thee, O righteous man, Abba 'esi, fear not,
for God is with thee, and He shall deliver thee from all thy
tribulation." And straightway the fiery furnace became like

cool dew, and the angel split asunder the walls of the furnace,
and he seized the hand of Saint Abba 'esi and brought him
out therefrom, safe and uninjured. And straightway Saint
Abba 'esi went to the governor and cried out, saying, "Be
ashamed, O governor, thou and thy infidel emperor, and thy
filthy idols." And when the people saw Saint Abba 'esi alive

and uninjured they marvelled exceedingly and cried out with
one voice, saying, "We are Christians, and we believe in the
God of Abba 'esi," and the soldiers cut off their heads and they
received crowns of martyrdom. Then the governor commanded
them to take Saint Abba 'esi to the prison house, and they
did as the governor commanded. And the angel of the Lord
appeared unto his sister thecla, and commanded her to go
to the city of Alexandria to visit her brother. And she rose
up in the city of antinoe and came to the river, and searched
for a boat but could not find one, but a spirit boat appeared,
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and she embarked in it, and our holy Lady mary, the two-fold

Virgin, the God-bearer, was in that boat, and Elisabeth
her kinswoman, [fol. 91^2] and they comforted the sister of

Abba 'esi. And Elisabeth said unto her, ''I had an only

son, and they cut off his head wrongfully," and the other said

unto her, " I had an only Son, and they crucified and slew Him
through envy." Now thecla did not know who they were,

and she did not think that what had appeared unto her was

merely a vision. And straightway she arrived in Alexandria,

and then she knew that what had appeared unto her was a

vision. And she asked questions about her brother Abba 'esi,

and they brought her to the prison, and she entered therein.

And when she saw [him] she and he rejoiced with very great

joy, and they agreed together to become martyrs. And when
it was midnight suri'el, the angel of the Lord, appeared

unto Saint Abba 'esi, and took him on his shining wings by

the command of God and carried him up into heaven, and

shewed him the city of God, Jerusalem, which is in the heavens,

and all the saints went forth to meet him and to salute him.

And the angel also shewed him the habitation of the righteous

and the martyrs, who laboured for the Name of Christ, and he

saw Jerusalem, the Great City, whereof the greatness, and

glory, and beauty, and the appearances of its spaces the tongue

of man is unable to describe. The decorations thereof are of

gold and silver and precious stones; in it is a light which is

brighter than the sun a million times. And the angel of God
took him and shewed him an exceedingly great chamber

wherein were three hundred pillars of marble, and the decora-

tions of the chamber were of gold, and silver, and precious

stones. And in that chamber [fol. 91^3] were one hundred

guards, and they were decorated and girded with girdles of

gold, and each of them was five cubits in height, and the like

of them existed not in the world. And he said unto the angel,

"Who [built] this great chamber? for there is no man in the

world who could build a chamber like unto this." And the

angel said unto him, " O my brother, Abba '

e si, if all the kings

of the earth were to gather together, with all their wealth,

they could not buy one of the pillars which is in this chamber "

;

I >.[
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and as I looked, I marvelled and I praised God. And I said
unto the angel, "O my lord, unto whom doth this great, and
beautiful, and glorious chamber belong? " And the angel said
unto me, "All this hath been given unto victor, the son of

ROMAN us, the general, who rejected the sovereignty of this

fleeting world, and all its delights, and who bore the cross of

his death and who followed his Lord. Therefore did our Lord
Jesus Christ give unto him this great and never-ending sove-
reignty instead of the sovereignty of this fleeting world." And
I said unto him, "My lord, I wish thee to inform me what these
thrones are, and what are these trees with the beautiful fruit,

and what are these shining crowns? " And the angel answered
and said unto me, "All this place is the rest and joy which God
hath prepared for those who celebrate the commemoration of

the holy martyrs upon the earth; hearken now that I may tell

thee—Whosoever shall build a church in the names [fol. gib i]

of the holy martyrs, or shall bury their bodies, or make an
offering of the fruits of his labour on the day of their com-
memoration, or light a lamp, or feed the poor, or buy a book
for their church, or write a book of the fight and martyrdom,
or do good deeds on the day of the commemoration according
to his ability, and even if a man cannot do these things and
can only give a cup of cold water he shall not lose his reward,
and his reward shall be in heaven, saith our Lord in the Holy
Gospel. And when the man who hath been wont to celebrate
the commemoration of one of the martyrs, or one of the right-

eous, dieth, that martyr or that righteous man shall come
before our Lord Christ, and he shall say unto Him, 'O my
Lord and God, give me this soul, for it was wont to celebrate
my commemoration when upon earth

'

; and He will give that soul
unto him straightway. And if that soul be that of a great sinner,
a voice shall go forth from God, the Sustainer of the Universe,
in the face of michael, the archangel, saying, 'God, the
Sustainer of the Universe, hath commanded, saying, "Let alone
this soul, cast it into punishment for a single moment, and after
this give it to the martyr that he may make intercession for it,

and let it be given unto him as a gift from the Lord God." ' And
they shall do unto that soul as God commanded, and it shall
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be given unto the martyr or unto the righteous man, and the

martyr shall take it and carry it to his abode. And He will

command that that soul shall be washed and arrayed in beauti-

ful [fol. gib 2] apparel, and made to sit upon one of the thrones

which ye see, and crowned with an incorruptible crown; and
it shall rejoice with all the saints and live for ever/' After he
had told me these things, that angel of light took me up on his

wings and brought me into the prison house, and he saluted

me and went up into heaven; and I marvelled greatly at the

great gift which God giveth unto those who fight for His holy
Name. And in the morning the governor commanded his sol-

diers to bring him out of the prison house, and they brought
him out, and his sister was with them. And he tortured them
severely on the wheel, and with burnings with fire, and with
iron nails, and they flayed their heads; but the Lord raised them
up whole and uninjured. When the executioners were weary of

torturing them, the governor handed them on to the governor
of the city of antinoe in Upper Egypt, so that he might send
them away thither. When they had sailed for a period of

twenty days, the boat stopped by the river bank, and the

governor commanded his men to cut off the heads of the saints

Abba 'esi and thecla his sister. And the saints rejoiced

exceedingly, and they prayed, and after they had finished

their prayer the soldiers cut off their heads with a sword, and
they received crowns of martyrdom in the kingdom of the

heavens. And God commanded a certain priest whose name
was Abba 'ori, from the city of satnuf, to take their bodies,

and to prepare them for burial with costly cloths and pure
unguents, and to lay them in a pure place; and he hid them
until the end of the persecution, and until a church could be
built for them. [fol. 9163] Then they laid their bodies in it,

and great signs and wonders took place through them ; now the

number of those who were martyred with them was four

hundred and seven souls. Salutation to Abba 'esi and to

THECLA, and to the company of people who suffered with them.

And on this day also died Saint john of Damascus. This
holy man was the son of mansur, and he belonged to a great
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and honourable family in Damascus, and he was reared in the
knowledge and fear of God. He studied and learned philosophy
under his teacher kuezma, a monk and a philosopher of

KARiLi. When he had finished his studies kuezma and
MANSUR, the father of john, agreed together, and he went to
the monastery of Saint Mar sab a the martyr. When his father
died he became scribe to the governor of the city, and he did
not conceal from him his secret. In those days rose up con-
stantine, the son of leg, the heretic and maker of war
against pictures of the Godhead, and he troubled the churches.
And this Saint john, although he held no office in the Church,
sent letters to all the believers to strengthen them in the True
Faith, and [he urged them] to bow down before holy pictures,
and brought testimony from the Divine Books. And when the
heretic emperor heard this he gnashed his teeth upon him, and
he had a scribe brought, and he made him write a letter, copying
the handwriting of JOHN, and sent it to the governor of Da-
mascus, [fol. 92^1] And he made accusations against john,
saying, "john who was with thee hath sent me this letter

[urging me] to go to war with thee, and to lay waste and plunder
thy city." And having heard these words the governor believed
[them], and he cut off the right hand of Saint john wherewith
he used to write. And taking his hand Saint john went to the
picture (or image) of our Lady, the holy Virgin mary, and he
entreated her with many tears, saying, ''O my lady, hath not
this thing happened unto me through contending for the
worship of thy picture? Heal thou me now by thy prayer and
by thy knowledge." And after he had slept a little our holy
Lady the Virgin mary, the Mother of God, appeared unto him,
and she made his hand to be as it had been formeriy; and when
he awoke he gave thanks to our holy Lady the Virgin mary.
And he went to the monastery of Mar sab A, and became a
monk under the abbot, and the abbot handed him over to
a spiritual old man to teach him the rules of the monastic life.

And the old man said unto him, "O my son, do nothing with
the^ejaming which thou hast from outside, but learn to be
silent"; and through the abundance of his humility john
overcame his Satanic pride. And one day one of the old monks
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died and he had a brother who asked john to write a funeral
discourse and to weep for his brother. And john said unto
him, "I am afraid of the command of the old man my teacher/
And the brother said unto him, "It will not be known [id.

92a 2] to anyone." And when the brother had made many
entreaties to john, he wrote a funeral discourse for him, which
made very sorrowful him that heard it. When his teacher
heard of it he was wroth with JOHN, and he drove him out of
his abode, and john took refuge with the other old men. And
when they had pressed the old man [to forgive john] he said
unto them, 'Xan the latrine of the monks be purged of his
doctrine?" When john heard this he did as he commanded,
and that old man seeing the excellence of john received him
with joy and brought him into his house. Then our holy Lady,
the Virgin mary, the God-bearer, commanded the old man to
forgive him. And john composed many Discourses, and these
Discourses [are extant] to this day. And the Archbishop of
Jerusalem made john a priest against his will, and he con-
tinued to fight for the retention of sacred pictures, and for the
True Faith; and he reviled kings and governors until [he
reached] a green old age. And when the time for his removal
from this world arrived, he departed to Christ Whom he loved.
Salutation to john of Damascus.

[iol92a3] And on this day also died yeres kela, and
'elkolonitos, and eugenius the father of 'anbA merinA
(Abba marina).

IX. Takhshash

SONIN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Saint Abba ba'amin the faithful, who
became a martyr although he did not shed his blood. This
holy man was from the monastery of the sons of khadhib,
to the north of the province of 'eshmunayn, in the country
of Egypt, and from the city of tersa; he was the steward of a
certain rich man, and was beloved by everybody because of his
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sincerity and justice. And the rich man had a wife who loved
Abba ba'amin, and she trusted him greatly. And Saint Abba
ba'amin pondered about the end of the world, and he left the
service of that rich man, and he went to a monastery in that
[place] and became a monk therein. When the rich man heard
that Saint ba'amin had left him, and departed, he was ex-
ceedingly sorry. And taking his wife with him he went to him
and begged the saint to return to them, and he said unto him,
''We cannot part from thee by any means, and we will not let
thee go.'' And the saint said unto them, ''I cannot [return],
I have vowed myself to God"; and they departed from him
sorrowing greatly because of their parting from him. And this
holy man fought a great and a good fight, and he lived a life of
strenuous devotion to God for many years with [fol. 926 i]
fasting, and prayer, and vigil. And this was not enough for
him, for he wished to become a martyr and to pour out his
blood for the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. And he went to
the city of an tin oe where he found many Christians suffering
tortures, and he confessed our Lord Jesus Christ, and they
inflicted severe tortures upon him, and they scourged him, and
they burnt his body with fire, and they chopped off his limbs,
and threw him on the wheel, and they made iron rods red-hot
and burnt his flesh with them. And under all these tortures
our Lord Christ strengthened him, and raised him up whole
and uninjured. And whilst he was suffering in this wise the
worship of idols came to an end, for constantine the Just
became emperor, and he commanded the keepers of the prisons
to set free the Christians who had been shut up in the prison
houses by the infidel diocletian for the sake of Christ's
Name. And our Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto Saint Abba
ba'amin and commanded him to go unto all those saints who
were in prison, and to make them to know that our Lord Christ
reckoned among the martyrs those who were called "Confes-
sors"; and the Emperor constantine commanded [his
servants] to bring seventy-two of them. And there was there
with them Abba nob, the confessor, and they went to him.
And Saint Abba ba'amin dwelt in a monastery which was
outside the city of 'eshmunayn, and God gave him a great
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gift, and he healed the sick, and the report of him was noised

abroad in all countries, [fol. gzb 2] Now a very severe illness

came upon the empress, the wife of the Emperor of Rome,
and it happened because of a certain God-fearing deacon who
was near her, and who used to read to her every day the Book
of the Vision of john the evangelist, that is to say ''Abu-

kalamsis {i.e. the Apocalypse)/' And one of the emperor's

stewards was jealous of him and he went to the emperor and
said unto him, "Know, O my lord, that john the deacon lieth

with our lady the empress, thy wife, and maketh the pretence

of reading to her the Book of the Vision of john every day."

When the emperor heard this he was very sorry, and he rose

up straightway and went into his palace where the empress was,

and he foimd the deacon standing before the empress and
reading the Book of the Vision of john. And the emperor

commanded [his soldiers] to take the deacon and his book and
to sink them both in the river; and two men took him and put

him in a little boat, and straightway they sunk him in the river.

And when they had sunk him, the two men saw the form of a

shining man descending, and he came and snatched the deacon

out of the river together with his book, and he took him and
placed him on an island ; and when the two men saw this they

marvelled exceedingly', and they went to their houses and told

no one connected with the emperor what they had seen. When
the empress saw what they had done to that deacon she was
exceedingly sorry, and her illness increased, and the disease

attacked her belly; and she continued to suffer from this

disease for five and twenty years. And many physicians came
to her but they were [fol. 92 b 3] unable to heal her of her

sickness. And a certain learned man counselled her, saying,

''If thou wert to go to the holy men who are in the land of

Egypt, then thou wouldst be healed of thy sickness and tribu-

lation." And straightway she rose up, and there were many
soldiers with her, and she arrived in the land of Egypt, and she

went about and visited many monasteries and churches, but

she was not healed of her sickness. When she came to the city

of antinoe the nobles who saw her marvelled exceedingly

concerning her coming, and she told them everything about
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her sickness, and they counselled her to go to Saint Abba
ba'amin; and she embarked in a ship for the monastery of
Saint Abba ba'amin. And one told the saint, saying, "Behold,
the empress hath come to thee, and wisheth to be blessed by
thee." And he said unto him, "What have I to do with the
empress of the earth and her greatness?" And the brethren
besought him earnestly to go out to her, and he did so; and
when the empress saw him she bowed low at his feet. And Saint
Abba BAWMiN (sic) prayed concerning her sickness over some
oil, and he anointed her therewith, and she was healed of her
sickness. And Saint Abba ba'amin said unto her, "Know thou
that this sickness which hath come upon thee is caused by the
deacon whom the emperor drowned in the river, but he is alive
at this day and dwelleth on this island in the river, and the
Book of the Vision of j ohn Abukalamsis is with him "

; and when
the empress heard these words she marvelled exceedingly, and
she praised God and rejoiced with very great joy because the
deacon was alive. And she offered to Saint ba'amin much
money and many gifts, but he took nothing from her except
money [sufficient to buy] sacred vessels [fol. 93 a i] for the
church, a paten, a chalice, and a cross of gold; then she returned
to the city of Rome praising God. And when she met the
emperor she told him all that had happened to her, and how
Saint Abba ba'amin had told her that the deacon whom he
had drowned was alive at that time; and when the emperor
heard this he marvelled exceedingly and sent messengers to the
island, and they found the deacon alive, and the Book of the
Vision of JOHN was with him; and they returned and reported
this to the emperor. And the emperor sent a messenger to him
a second time to entreat him to come to him; and they brought
him to the emperor; and when the emperor saw him he rejoiced
with very great joy, and he bowed down at his feet, and he
said unto him, "Forgive me my sin which I committed against
thee." And the saint said unto him, "May God forgive both of
us our sins." And after this that deacon was appointed Arch-
bishop of the city of Rome, and he translated the Vision of
JOHN Abukalamsis. And Saint Abba ba'amin fought by
day and by night, ceaselessly, the spiritual fight. And there
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was near him a certain holy bishop who made a festival of the

martyrs, with several believers, in a certain monastery ; and the

Arian heretics took to themselves a false bishop and led astray

very many of the people, and the bishop of the city came to

Saint ba'amin and told him of his sorrow [which was caused]

by those heretics. When the festival of the martyrs arrived

Abba ba'amin prayed and entreated God, and prostrated

himself with his people, that He would make the counsel of the

heretics void. Then he took a palm rod in his hand, [fol. 93 a 2]

and all the monks who were with him took each his palm rod
in his hand, and they went to the place where the heretics were,

and drove them away, and God, the Glorious and Most High,

made void their counsel, and they have not returned to this day.

And Saint ba'amin, being an aged man, fell sick of a mortal

disease. And he gathered together the brethren and com-
manded them, and comforted them, and told them that [the

end of] his days was near, and that he was going to God, and
the fathers and the brethren sorrowed because of his [ap-

proaching] separation from them, and then he delivered up his

soul to God his Creator. And the brethren swathed him for

burial in costly cloths and they sang psalms, and hymns, and
dirges over him, as was meet. And his body was a help unto

all those who came to it, or to the church, in the True Faith,

and what they asked for came to them. Salutation to Abba
ba'amin who lay on a red-hot iron bed.

And this day also is the day of the deaths of badlamo,
and YAWAREMYA, and zacharias the monk.

X. Takhshash

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day they brought the body of Saint Abba sever us.

Archbishop [fol. 93 « 3] of the city of Antioch, to dabra
ZEGAG which is outside the city of Alexandria. This holy

man having died in the city of s£ha in the house of a certain

%
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rich man whose name was dorotheus, a Christian and a
lover of God, this man sent the body away in a ship under the
charge of certain believing and trustworthy men to dabra
ZEGAG, which is outside the city of Alexandria; and he com-
manded them not to travel by the chief stream of the river,

and not to land on the quayside. And when they came to the
stream kartAs, facing the north, having the body of the saint
with them, they sailed a httle towards the west, but they did
not find water enough to float their ship, and the crew laboured
very hard to force the ship along. And they wished greatly to
tow it, but were unable to do so, and they became sad and sorry,
and dismayed, and their courage failed them. And God, Who
loveth man, and Who made the children of Israel to disappear
before their enemies, and opened out a way for them in the Red
Sea and made them to pass over, this same God made the body
of Saint SEVERUsto disappear from the heretic melchites
who had hated him during his lifetime ; now even after his death
his words cut their hearts like a sword, and made manifest
His miracles. And He made the ship to sail slowly for a distance
of seven stadia, until they arrived at the place where they were
to disembark. Then they took up the body of the saint and
brought it to dabra zegag and laid it in the [fol. 936 i]

shrine which that rich man dorotheus had built for it. And
there was great joy throughout all the land of Egypt, and
especially in the city of Alexandria, and God worked great
signs and wonders through the body of the saint. And one of
the teeth of the saint fell out in his chamber during his lifetime,
and one of the monks of dabra z£gAg took it and wrapped it

up in a silk rag, and it healed everyone who was sick. And the
monks used to take it to the city of Alexandria and lay it on
the sick, and they would walk. And God magnified Saint
Abba SEVERUS after his death more than during his life.

Salutation to severus whose tooth, which fell out during
his life, healeth those who are smitten with fever to this day.

On this day also died the holy father Abba theophanius,
the sixtieth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria, having
sat on the throne of mark the evangelist four years and
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six months; and after this he died by murder. Salutation to
THEOPHANius, and a petition for his prayers.

[fol. g^b 2] And on this day also died the holy father Abba
NICOLAUS, the archbishop, whose name being interpreted is

"Conqueror of the people/' This just and holy man was one
of the men of the city of mira, and his father's name was
EPiPHANius, and the name of his mother was yon A; these

were rich. God-fearing folk of the city of mira and they had
no children. And they continued thus in great sorrow because
they had no son, and they prayed to God with great frequency
and made supplication to Him that He would give them a good
son in whom they might rejoice and who would inherit their

riches. And they remained without a son until they grew old

and their time for begetting children had passed, and having
failed to have children they fell into despair, and knowing that
they were barren, and that their days had passed, and that
they had become very old, they ceased to ask for a son. And
from the day when they did this God the Most High took pity

upon them, and gave them this holy man nicolaus, and He
made him holy, and blessed, and perfect, and He revealed with
him the beginning of the working of righteousness. When he
was bom he rose up and stood among men for a space of two
hours, and one knew by this concerning his being raised up to

work righteousness. When he sucked the breast of his mother,
he only sucked the right breast, and by this he shewed that

during all the days of his life he would only drink of the fountain
of the work of the right hand. And he completed the Canon of

the Apostles [fol. 936 3] from his youth up, for on the day of

the Eve of the Sabbath (Friday) and on the Fourth Day of the
week, he never sucked his mother's breast except at the time of

the ninth hour of the day. When he was a little boy and his

parents handed him over to the teacher he sat and learned far

more from the Holy Ghost than he did from his teacher. And
in a few days he learned all the doctrine and Law of the Holy
Church, and was appointed deacon, and he added to his spiritual

labours. Then he became a monk in the monastery wherein
the son of this father was the brother of the abbot, and this

<
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saint fought a great fight therein, and men who were bom were
unable to do as he did. And because he performed many
righteous deeds he was made a priest when the days [of his life]

were nineteen years. And God gave him great grace and the
power to work signs and wonders and to heal the sick. Who is

able to declare his signs and wonders, the which he added to

everywhere daily throughout his life? And since he hath
departed (i.e. died), it is meet for us to mention a few of the
things which he did during his life. Now there was a very rich

man in his native city, and after many days his riches came to

an end, and he became so poor that he had not the wherewithal
to get his daily food. And he had four daughters who had grown
old and had passed the period for marriage, and besides this no
man would marry them because of their poverty. And Satan
caused the man to think a filthy thought, namely, that he should
make a house for whoremongers, and put his four daughters [fol.

94 « i] in it, so that they might play the whore for hire and he
and his daughters might get their food from fornication. And
God revealed unto Saint nicolaus the thought which this

man was thinking. And Saint nicolaus rose up by night,
and he took one hundred dinars in gold of his father's money,
and tied it up in a cloth, and before the morning dawned he
threw [them] into the house of that man. When the man awoke
from his sleep he found the gold, and he rejoiced therein with
a great joy, and he gave his eldest daughter away in marriage.
pAnd the saint threw another hundred dinars in gold into the
man's house, and he gave his second daughter away in marriage.
And on the third occasion when the saint threw gold into his
house the man woke up, and would not take the gold but went
out of his house to see who it was that threw the gold to him.
And having gone out he found Saint nicolaus and he knew
that it was he who had thrown the gold three times. And
straightway that man bowed down at his feet, and paid him
great homage, and he said unto him, "Thy reward will be great
in the kingdom of the heavens, for thou hast saved me from
want caused by poverty, and from falling into sin ; for I have
thought that I shall be able to get my third and fourth daughters
married." And then Saint nicolaus drove out the Satans,

B E S II
23
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which were many, from the man, and from the trees wherein

they dwell and lead men astray. And this saint healed many
sick people, and he pronounced a blessing over a little bread,

and satisfied very many people therewith. And they took what
was left of that bread, and they found that it was far more
[fol. 94« 2] than it was originally. Before he was made a bishop

he saw a vision wherein he himself seemed to be seated on a

great throne, having with him the vestments of the honourable

priesthood, and a shining man said unto him, "Put on these

vestments and sit upon this throne.'' And on another night he

saw our Lady mary giving unto him the vestments of the

priesthood, and our Lord Jesus Christ gave him the Gospel.

When the Bishop of the city of mirA died, the angel of th(

Lord appeared unto the Archbishop of the city of Rome, and
spake to him about Saint nicolaus, and told him his name,
and described what manner of man he was. When the arch-

bishop woke up he told the bishops what he had seen, and they

all believed that vision, and knew that it was from the Lord
Jesus Christ. And he took Saint nicolaus and made him
Bishop of the city of mirA. After a few days Diocletian
the infidel and idolator began to reign, and he arrested many
believing men. When he heard the report of this saint, he seized

him and tortured him severely for many years; and our Lord
Christ strengthened him, and enabled him to endure, and He
protected him against the torture, and raised him up sound and
imharmed. When Diocletian was tired of torturing him he
cast him into the prison house, and God gave him strength

and protected him so that he might become a mighty branch
of the tree of the Faith. And he remained in prison until God
destroyed Diocletian [fol. 94a 3] and made constantine '

the Just to reign. And constantine brought out all the

confessors from the prison houses, and with them was Saint

nicolaus, and he returned to his country in peace. And he

continued to teach the True Faith to all the people, and he

urged them to be strong, until the assembling of the General

Council of the Three Hundred and Eighteen Bishops in the

city of Nicea; and this father was one of them, and he rebuked
ARius and cast him out. And having finished his fight and
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guarded his flock Saint nicolaus departed to God, having

sat on his episcopal throne for more than forty years; and all

the days of his life were eighty years. Salutation to Saint

NICOLAUS.

And on this day talAses and 'al'azAr (lazarus)
became martyrs. This talAses was a man of Babylon, of

the province of Nineveh. And sapor, the King of Persia,

said unto him, ''Worship fire and sacrifice to idols.'* And
talAs£s said, *'I worship the Lord my God, and to Him I

offer up sacrifice." And sapor commanded his soldiers to

bring all the instruments of torture in order to frighten tal-
Ases, and when he was not afraid of his terror sapor com-
manded them to beat him with one hundred stripes, [fol. 946 i]

and for a long time, and he said unto him, ''Offer sacrifice,

taslAs (sic), so that thou mayest have rest from the torture";

and taslAs (sic) said unto him, "I do not know (i.e. feel) thy

torturing, for my God delivereth me [from it].'' And sapor
commanded them to beat him with another hundred stripes,

and they fixed bandages over his eyes and they beat him with

seventy stripes—until he made no answer, and then they cut

off his head with the sword. Then they brought out 'al'azAr
(lazarus), and sapor, King of Persia, said unto him, "Sacri-

fice to the gods "
; and when he refused to worship and to offer

sacrifice to the gods, they cast him into the fire forthwith.

Thus they finished their martyrdom nobly. Salutation to

taslAs (sic) and to 'al'azAr (lazarus).

And on this day also died Saint surset. This holy woman
|(
was a daughter of one of the nobles of Constantinia, and they

betrothed her to the son of a nobleman. When she heard this

she said unto her father, "Permit me first to go and worship

in the sanctuary, the place of my conversion; God's Will be

done
!

" And her father said unto her, " Go first to thy bridal

bed, and when thy marriage is consummated go with him (i.e.

thy husband) and fulfil thy vows." And she said unto him,

"I made a covenant with God that I would pray in that holy

place as long as I was [fol. 94 & 2] a virgin, and if I falsify my
23-2
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words a punishment from God will come upon me/' When her
father heard this he sent her away with guards, and hand-
maidens to minister to her, and he gave her the sum of three

himdred dinars in gold to give away in alms. When she arrived
there (i.e. Jerusalem ?) she went roimd to all the holy places,

and when she came to the monastery of the Egyptians she
found an old monk dressed in sackcloth, and she told him every-
thing which was in her heart ; and he said unto her, *' God's Will
be done !

*' And when her attendants were ready to go, she went
into a secret place and wrote a letter to her father, saying,

"I have offered myself to God. Seek me not for thou wilt not
find me.'' And she tied up the letter with her clothes, and placed
it with her baggage, and she made her attendants think that
she was going with them. And whilst they were going on in

front bearing her baggage, she said to a slave, ''I wish to pray
in the shrine of Golgotha before our departure." And he
said unto her, *'[The others] have gone on before us, how canst
thou travel alone? " And she said unto him, ''What hath it to
do with thee? I will go by myself and come back." Then she
took her handmaid and went into the shrine ofGOLGOTHA, and
she said unto her slave, ''Wait here for me a little"; and then
she went away by herself. And she came to that old monk, and
when he saw her he rejoiced, and she cast herself down at his
feet, and she gave him the three hundred dinars for the poor,
and she asked him to make her a nun. Then he rose up and
prayed, and he arrayed her in the garb of the nun, that is to say
sackcloth, and he prayed over her, and he helped her to follow
the way of God, And she entered [her] cell when she was
eighteen years of age, and she dwelt therein for seven and
[fol. 946 3] twenty years, without seeing the face of a man.
Now it happened that there was a certain monk, whose name
was SILAS, who was a fighter, from the country of Caesarea,
who had a friend who was a pilgrim and a man of the desert,

and he Hved in the caves of kalmon. And at each festival

SILAS used to visit him, taking a little food [with him],
and he was blessed by him. And when Easter came silas took
a few loaves of bread, and went to seek his friend according to
his custom, and he could not find him. And when he was tired
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of searching for him, and was wandering about over the moun-

tains and hills, he found the footprint of a man, and he followed

the footprints and found a small cave, and he said, "Bless me,

O saint
! " And there was none who answered. And he went

inside the cave and found a monk fasting, and each bowed to

the other and asked for his prayer. And the monk of the cave

said unto him, "It is meet that thou shouldst pray for me, for

thou art a priest." When silas heard this he was astonished

[and he wondered] how the man knew his secret. And he

meditated in his heart, saying, "Is it a woman or a eunuch?"

Then she revealed unto him all her story, and he brought her

food, but she would not eat, and she died, and he buried her in

her cell. Salutation to the lady surset.

And on this day also died Abba tewashi. This holy man

was a eunuch from his youth, and he became a monk in a certain

monastery and he fought the spiritual fight therein for many

days. One day as he was going to Alexandria [fol. 95 a i] he

found a woman weeping, and when he asked her [why she was

weeping] she said unto him, "I am a Jewess and I wish to

become a Christian." And he took her with him, wishing to

do good to himself, and not to receive punishment from God,

and he baptized her with Christian baptism. And he began to

go about with her in the bazars and received alms, and the

men of Alexandria were scandalized, for they thought that she

was his wife. And they seized him and brought him before

Abba JOHN, the merciful, and they said unto him, "Behold

here is a man who is disgracing the monks. Order [thy servants]

to beat them and to separate them, and let the monk be put

in fetters." And Abba john dreamed a dream, and he saw in

his dream that monk who was shewing him his lacerated back,

and the monk said unto him, "Why dost thou lacerate my back

without any offence on my part?" When Abba john awoke

he commanded them to bring the monk to him, [and they did

so], and he commanded them to strip off his tunic so that they

might see his back, and by the Will of God his raiment dropped

down and he found that he was a eunuch. And Abba john

wept and removed from their offices those men who had brought
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him and beaten him, and he prohibited them the Eucharist for

three years. And he wished to give the eunuch one hundred

dinars, but he would not accept them from him; and Abba

TfeWASHi departed to his monastery and died fighting stren-

uously as it were to-day.

And on this day also are commemorated the deaths of

MiLASfes and tawfya.

Salutation to PAUL who lived in the desert and despised

earthly riches. [This and the preceding paragraph are wanting

in the Bodleian MS.]

XI. Takhshash

[fol. 95^2] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father Abba bakimos. This

holy man was a man of the city of fas, in the province of

MASiL, in the north of Egypt; and when his days were twelve

years he guarded and shepherded his father's sheep. And the

angel of the Lord appeared unto him in the form of a young

man, and said unto him, '! Wilt thou come and go with me, and

become a monk?'' And he said, "Yea"; and the two agreed

together, and they rose up and went to the desert of scete.

And they found three old monks [there], and Abba bakimos
dwelt with them for four and twenty years, when the old men

died. And after this Abba bakimos went a long journey into

the desert, a distance of three days. And Satan appeared unto

him in the forms of wild beasts, and pigs, and serpents, and they

opened their mouths to seize him, and they surrounded him,

and he knew by the Holy Spirit their intent ; and he blew out

breaths at them in the might of God, and they were scattered.

Then again he found a valley and he lived in it for three years

fasting a week at a time, and at the end of the week he would

fill his hand with dates from that valley and eat them, and drink

a little water. And he prayed two thousand four hundred

prayers during the night and two thousand during the day;

and his prayer was '* Our Father, which art in heaven." And for
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a period of four and twenty years he fasted forty days at a time,

and at the end of the forty days he would eat. On one occasion

he fasted eighty days, and at length his skin became stretched

tightly over his bones; [fol. 95^3] and straightway the angel

of the Lord brought him bread to eat, and water to drink. And

he lived for many years, and that bread and that water did not

come to an end until he died. And the angel of the Lord God

appeared in a vision of the night to Saint Abba bakimos,

and commanded him to return to his city. And he rose up and

departed and came to the outskirts of his city, and he built him-

self a small cell there, and he dwelt therein alone; and he was a

refuge and a harbour unto everyone who came to him, and the

good hope of all men. And they dwelt there and were comforted

by him and his doctrine, and they emulated his service, and his

righteousness, and his spiritual fightings. And one day the

angel of the Lord Hfted him up and brought him to the land

of the Euphrates (?), for the people had transgressed and had

gone out of the way of righteousness, and he converted them all

to the True Faith, and returned to his cell. And one day as he

was going through the city carrying some baskets to sell m
order to obtain food, the weariness of the road overcame him,

and he set down the baskets and sat down himself to rest a

little
• and the power of the Lord lifted up him and his baskets

and carried them where he wished to be. And at that time Abba

siNODA (sHENUTi) saw an exceedingly high pillar made of

pearl-stone, and he was astonished, and said, "What is this

great pillar? " And the angel of the Lord appeared unto Abba

SINODA (sHENUTi) and said unto him, "This is Abba baki-

mos." And straightway Abba sinoda (shenuti) rose up,

and walked on his feet until he came to the city of Abba baki-

mos—now up to that time he had never seen him—and when

the two men met they embraced each other. And Abba baki-

mos wished to cook a little [food] for the morning, and he said

to Abba SiNODA (SHENUTI), [fol. 95& I] "Take this pot and

go, and draw water, and fill it, and bring it to me." And straight -

way Abba sinoda (shenuti) rose up, and lifted the pot

upon his shoulder, and he drew water, and filled it, and brought

it to him, and he found the food boiUng and cooked. Then he
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knew that the man was Abba bakimos, and he saluted him

a second time, and embraced him, and then he told Abba
BAKIMOS that he had seen a vision concerning him; and he

abode with him for a few days. One day when the two of them

were walking together, they found the head of a dead man,

and Abba s!n6da (shenuti) tapped it with his staff, saying,

" Rise up, O dead man, that thou mayest tell me and make me
to know what thou hast seen/' And God commanded the soul

of the dead man, and the soul returned to the skull, and became

a body, and the man rose up from the dead. And the dead man
did homage to them and told them everything about Sheol,

and about those who are punished therein, each in their degree,

and he told them about himself and that he was a pagan. And
he said unto them, "Below with us there are some men who
were Christians and who believed in the Name of Christ, but

who did not perform His commandments, and who walked in

the ways of the Gentiles, and who dwelt in the uncleanness of

the pagans.*' And the saint said unto him, "Lie down now and

sleep "
; and the dead man turned and lay down as he was at first.

Then Abba sinoda (shenuti) embraced the blessed Abba
BAKIMOS, and they returned to his mountain. And when
the time of the departure of Saint Abba bakimos drew nigh,

and he was about to leave this world, he called his ministrant

who was with him, and informed him about the time of his

death; and he commanded him to bury his body in the place

wherein he then was. And he became a little sick with the

sickness of fever, and he saw the companies of the saints coming

to him, [fol. 95 b 2] and straightway he delivered up his soul

into the hand of God; and the angels took it, and they sang

as they went before it until they brought it to the Jerusalem

which is in the heavens. And all the days of the life of Abba
BAKIMOS were seventy years; twelve years he lived in the

world, and eight and fifty years he passed in the strenuous

spiritual fight of the ascetic life. Salutation to bakimos.

And on this day also are commemorated Saint Bartho-
lomew the bishop, and batlAn the martyr. Salutation to

our father Bartholomew.
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Salutation to thy birth, O Theodore of the joyful face,

who wast like a good fruit springing from a good tree. [This

paragraph is wanting in the Bodleian MS.]

XII. TakhshAsh

in the name of the father and the son

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is celebrated the festival of the glorious angel,

MICHAEL the archangel. On this day God sent him to the city

of Babylon, and he was the fourth person with the Three

Children, ANANIAS, azarias, and [fol.9563] misael, in

the fiery furnace, when Nebuchadnezzar, the King of

Babylon, threw them into it. And the flames rose up to a height

of nine and forty cubits and consumed those who attended to

the fire. And michael beat out the fire with his staff, and

extinguished it round about the Three Children and delivered

them, and [the fire] did not touch them. And he made the

inside of the furnace to be as cool as the dew at the dawn of

day, and in it they praised God, saying, "Blessed be the Lord

God of our fathers ! Praised and exalted is He for ever." And

MICHAEL prophesied seven times that after seven hundred

years Christ should be bom; and after this the Three Children

praised God, saying, "Let every servant of God praise God."

And he prophesied seven and thirty times that Christ should

live upon the earth three and thirty years, and for this reason

our Fathers the Apostles ordained that people should cele-

brate the festival of michael the archangel. Salutation to

MICHAEL.

And on this day also died Abba samuel of wAldebbA.

The name of the father of this holy man was Stephen, and

the name of his mother was'AMMATAMARvAM; they were

people of good family and they took this holy man to the

country of 'aksum, and when he grew up they taught him the

Books of the Church. Then when his father and mother died

he went to dabra bankol, to Abba madkhAnina egzi'S,
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and he put on the garb of the monastic life, [fol. 96a i] and he

dwelt there and fought the fight with fasting and with prayer.

He ate nothing except withered and decayed herbs, and his

drink was water, and he became the servant of the monks, in

the grinding of com, and the drawing of water. And as he found

it irksome when his kinsfolk came to visit him, he departed to

another place. And he devoted himself to fasting, and to

standing up, and to prostrating himself so strenuously that at

length he crushed his feet (i.e. became fiat-footed). Thence he

departed to the desert, and he ate no food whatsoever for forty

days and forty nights. And the lions, and the leopards, and

all kinds of terrifying wild beasts came to him, and bowed down
before him, and licked the dust at his feet. One day as he was

going along the road he arrived at a valley (or river) which was

full of water. Now he had with him a book and some fire, and

making a prayer he entered the water, and although it engulfed

him and the current dragged him down, yet by the power of

God having forced himself across to the opposite bank, he found

that the fire was unextinguished, and the book uninjured.

And Satan used to try him with phantoms of every kind of

wild beast, but he was not frightened because his mind was

bound up with confidence in his God. And as Abba samuel
was praying our Lord Jesus Christ came to him, and sealed his

whole body and each limb thereof with His spittle, and he

became filled with power. And from that day he bound his

feet with fetters, and wore sackcloth. And he thrust all his

limbs into water, and he recited the Psalms of david five times

[each day], and he scourged his back with stripes innumerable.

And the lions used to peer into his cave like sheep, and of some
he used to stroke their bodies, and of others he used to dress

their wounds, and pluck out the thorns from [their paws].

And then many disciples attached themselves to him, and of

these the first was Abba zarufael. One day [fol. 96a 2]

Abba SAMUEL met Abba gabra maskal, of dabra
LAGGASO, (now they had never seen each other before,) and
they passed the day in describing the great works of God. And
at the time for supper, when they were making their prayers,

a table came down to them from heaven, and they ate and gave
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thanks to God. Then one day he met a certain monk from the

desert, and when they began to talk about the Mysteries which

God had made for them, Abuna samuel said, ''Behold, for

twelve years I have been standing in the heights and censing

the throne of God with the Four and Twenty Priests of heaven."

And when he went in and was consecrating the Offering, there

came down to him bread and a chalice from heaven ; and when

he was reading the Praises of our Lady mary, he was lifted up

off the ground to the height of a cubit, and our holy Lady, the

Virgin mary, came and gave him a precious stone which shot out

light from it, and some pure incense. And when the time of his

departure drew nigh michael the archangel came unto him,

and he caught him up on his wings and shewed him all the

delights of the heavenly Jerusalem. And he brought him before

the throne of God, and Abba samuel received from him the

promise concerning the man who should invoke his name or

celebrate his commemoration. And when he returned to his

bed he told his disciples everything which he had seen, and

then he died in peace. Salutation to Abba samuel.

Salutation to the gathering together in one place of the

Sixty [fol. 96^3] Bishops who were against benAtes (or

BETNAS).

And on this day also are commemorated Abba khadr^

(hydra) of DABRA 'ASWAN, and Saint john the confessor.

Salutation to khadre.

And on this day also took place the assembling of the General

Council of the Holy Bishops, and priests, and deacons in the

city of Rome in the first year of the reign of dec i us, the

infidel, when Cornelius held the office of Archbishop of the

city of Rome, and dionysius was Archbishop of Alexandria,

and BANDfeYOS (flavianus ?) was Archbishop of Antioch,

and GERMANUS was Archbishop of Jerusalem. And this

Council was assembled because of benates (or betnas,

NOVATUS ?), a priest of sehet (scete) who said, ''He who

denieth Christ in the time of persecution shall not be accepted
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when he repenteth; and he who hath fallen into fornication

shall not be accepted when he repenteth." And Cornelius
rebuked him for this, once, and a second time, and a third time,

but he would not accept the rebuke. And there gathered

together against him Sixty bishops, and Eighteen learned

priests, and scribes, and Forty learned deacons of the city of

Rome, and they disputed with b£nates (novatus?) con-

cerning this matter. And the pretext which he put forward

for his views were the words of paul the apostle in his Epistle

to the [fol. 966 i] Hebrews (vi, 4-6), "If they have received the

light, and have tasted heavenly grace, and have received the

grace of the Holy Spirit, and if they have fallen into sin they

cannot be renewed by repentance a second time." And the

Fathers replied to him, and explained the matter to him,

saying, "Paul the apostle doth not say this concerning the man
who repenteth, but concerning the man who is baptized with

Christian baptism each time he falleth into sin. And concerning

such a man the apostle goeth on to say, ' Shall their head, the

Son of God, be crucified a second time, and put to shame by
them?' The apostle maketh known that the Cross could only

be [found] once, but that repentance can be found at all times.

And if a man hath fallen through denying Christ, or through

sin, is he not to be accepted through repentance?—as thou

sayest. Was not the repentance of david accepted? And was
not the repentance of peter, who denied our Lord Jesus

Christ, accepted? And did not God give him the grace of the

Holy Spirit, the Paraclete? And did He not set him over His

rational flock? And shall everyone who hath been baptized

by his hand be not baptized again, but, according to what
thou sayest, perish? This is great folly. Our Lord Jesus Christ

hath placed repentance so that it may be found by everyone

who hath denied the Faith, or who hath fallen into sin. Depart
from this unclean opinion, O b£nates (novatus?), and
repent of it, and be not the enemy of God and of thyself, and
the enemy of all mankind." But he would not turn from his evil

opinion, and he would not accept the words of the whole
Council of holy Bishops; and the bishops anathematized and
excommunicated all those [fol. 966 2] who believed in his words.

vl
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Salutation to anicetus and his company who finished

their martyrdom by fire.

And on this day also Saint anicetus became a martyr in

the days of diocletian, the infidel emperor. When this

martyr anicetus saw the tortures which the emperor inflicted

on the believers in order to terrify them, he rose up from among

them with a bold heart, and reviled the emperor. When the

emperor heard him, he commanded his soldiers to bind him with

fetters, and to keep him under guard in the theatre, and to let

loose a fierce Hon upon him ; and when the lion came up to him

he stretched out his right hand, and the lion licked the face and

cheeks of Saint anicetus. When diocletian saw this he

commanded them to cut off his head with the sword, but when

the executioner had drawn his sword, he trembled and was

unable to wield it. And they threw anicetus on to the wheel

under which was spread out a layer of red-hot coals, and they

placed him under the wheel so that his soul might be broken

quickly; but God delivered him from these tortures uninjured.

And then they threw him into a cauldron in which lead was

boiling, and whilst the people were looking on, the angel of the

Lord came and plucked him out of the cauldron, and set him

before diocletian. And when photinus saw this miracle,

he rose up naked and embraced his brother anicetus, and

he cursed the tyrant, saying, '*0 disgraceful one, how wilt

thou conquer my brother?" [fol. 9663] When diocletian

heard this he commanded his soldiers to put collars of iron on

their necks, and fetters on their feet and to carry them off to

the prison house. Then he commanded them to bring them out

and to scrape their bodies with iron combs until their flesh was

torn into strips. And he also commanded them to take them

into the theatre and stone them with stones, but the saints

remained uninjured, and they also beat their sides and backs

with whips, and threw salt on their wounds; and they also

cast them into the furnace of the baths which had been heated

for three days, but it was to them like unto cool dew, and when

they opened the bath chamber they found them in converse

concerning the great things of God. When the tyrant saw this

:!f
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he was exceedingly wroth, and he commanded them to heat a
furnace until the flames came out of the top of it, and therein

they cast the righteous martyrs. And standing up in the furnace

they prayed for a long time, and they made the sign of the

Cross over their faces in the Name of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Ghost, One God, and they delivered up their

souls into the hand of God. And their bodies lay upon the

burning coals from the second until the seventh (or sixth) hour
of the day, but they were unharmed, and the hair of their heads
was not singed. When it was night certain believing men took
the bodies and swathed them for burial in a manner befitting

their honourable rank, and they buried them in a beautiful

tomb, and signs and wonders appeared through them. Saluta-

tion to ANICETUS and photinus.

[fol. 97a i] And on this day also are commemorated 'eusis
(ausis) the martyr, and Abba antonius, and john the

confessor and teacher from Rome.

XIII. Takhshash

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint basnofreyos (parsnuphis) became
a martyr in the days of the Muslims. This blessed man became
a monk in the church of gabriel the archangel, in the city

of m£sr (CAIRO), on the banks of the river [Nile], and he fought

a great fight therein, and he disputed with the Muslim Shekhs
concerning the True Faith, and he made manifest to them the

Godhead of our Lord Christ. And because of this the Muslims
were wroth with him, and they tortured him severely, and cut

off his head with the sword, and he received the crown of

martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. Salutation to

BEFSUFYOS (sic).

And on this day also died Saint abracius. This saint was
a man of Upper Egypt, and he put on the garb of the monastic
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life when he was twenty years of age, and he fought a great

and a good fight. And when Satan grew tired of setting himself

in opposition to him [secretly], and of being overcome when he

fought him, being unable to effect anything [fol. 97 a 2] against

him, he came to him openly, face to face, and said unto him,

"There are left unto thee of thy days fifty more years," wishing

by these words to cast the saint into despair. And the holy

old man answered and said unto him, *'Thou hast made me
sorrowful; I was thinking that I had another hundred years to

live, and therefore I was aweary. But if it be truly as thou

sayest, it behoveth me to fight before I die.'' And then he

fought strenuously and increased the strictness of his ascetic

life, but he died that same year and departed to God; and he

ended the seventieth year of his life still fighting. Salutation

to ABRACIUS.

And on this day also Saint hannah conceived our holy

Lady the Virgin mary, the God-bearer. Salutation O blessed

HANNAH to thy conception!

And on this day also died the holy father MICHAEL, the

desert monk, of dabra kalmon. [fol. 97^3] Salutation to

MICHAEL, the desert monk and priest.

And on this day also is commemorated Abba makari
(macarius), who fed upon partridges. This father makari
(macarius) sought from his youth to follow the Living God,

and he learned the Books of the Church, and he knew that this

fleeting world would come to an end, and that there was a

reward for the just and a punishment for sinners. Therefore

he forsook the world and became a monk in a monastery.

Thence he went forth into the desert, a journey of ten days, and

he came to a monastery about which there was nothing except

roots and partridges ; and water in abundance was there. And
straightway he pondered and said, *' If I go out into the fields

after the partridges my labour and my prayers would be in

vain, for I have, since I am alone by myself, no one to come to

my help. And as for him who saith, 'Thou shalt not eat flesh,'
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is it not the flesh of thy neighbour [to which he referreth] in

derision? And God knoweth that I have nothing else to eat

except these [partridges and roots]." And from that day he

began to net the partridges, and each day he netted one and

cooked it with herbs, and thus fed himself with what God had

given him, and he drank of the water there and gave thanks;

and he prayed, and made supplication to God, and kept vigil

all the night. And he continued to do this for many years, and

he never heard the voice of a man, and he never saw the face

of a man, and he never spoke to a man, and he neither reviled

nor abused anyone; and he used to say, "Satan only maketh

his appearance with man.'* And after this a certain monk from

Constantinia came to the place where Saint makari (ma-

CARius) was living, seeking [in] the [fol. 976 1] desert [for him].

And when he saw Abba makari (macarius) netting the

birds he could not contain himself, but he made haste to slay

his brother with calumny. And the [monk from] Constantinia

came to the archbishop, and he went in to tell him everything

which he had seen, [saying], ''I went into the desert to look for

the caves [of the monks], and there I saw a monk living by

himself and netting birds so that he might eat flesh, and so

disgrace us when the people saw what he was doing.'' When
the archbishop heard these words he sent away that monk with

a messenger so that he might know all that had happened, and

find out if what the monk who had gone to him had told him

was true. And before the two men had arrived, and whilst

they were still on the road, Abba makari (macarius) went

to net partridges according to his wont, and he netted three

birds in one net. And he thought, saying, "Hath God given me

these [three] birds to try me? Hath not my belly been satisfied

(or filled) up to this day? [They must be] for others, but I have

never seen any man in this desert.'' Whilst he was thus thinking

the two monks who had been sent by the archbishop arrived,

and when he saw them, he rejoiced, saying, "I thank Thee, O
God Who hast given me food for Thy servants. Thou knowing

well my poverty." And they nodded to him as he brought the

table towards them, and he said unto them, "Take, O my
brethren, and sit down (?)." And he seized his vessel and ate
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silently and without a word until he had finished, according to

his wont, and he finished without a word. And the two monks
refused to eat, and they said unto him, "We do not eat flesh

for we are monks, and there is laid upon us the prohibition to

eat flesh." [fol. 9762] And Abba makari (macarius) left

them and did not force them, and he took the birds which he

had cooked and blew upon them three times, and they flew up
into the air and went back to their nests as if they had never

been netted. When the two monks saw this miracle they bowed
down before him and said unto him, "Forgive us, O holy one

of God; we have sinned and gone astray concerning thee."

And he said unto them, "It is God Who shall forgive you your

sins, for I am a sinner" ; and when they saw this they marvelled

and went back to their country and related all the miracles of

the saint which they had seen. And the archbishop heard this,

and, wondering, he went to the emperor and said unto him,
" Behold, a righteous monk hath been found in our days, come,

let us go to him so that we may receive his blessing." And the

emperor rose up with his soldiers, and with him were the arch-

bishop, and bishops, and priests, and deacons, and when he

came nigh unto him, an angel took the saint and lifted him up
to carry him to the Country of the Living; and when the emperor

saw him going up he said unto him, "Bless us, O saint of God,

and speak one word unto us." And the saint said unto them,

"Let your tongues fast from the words of calumny. If a priest

doth not learn from books, overmuch pride and boasting will

not come upon him; and if a monk doth not learn too much,
arrogance will not come to him. Love ye one another, and God
be with you all." And thus saying he ascended before them.

Salutation to makari (macarius).

[fol. 976 3] And on this day also are commemorated abra-
Nicus the martyr, and horasafon, and Cornelius the

governor, and warktepos (or wartefala), and 'arfrA
(or fefra).

Salutation to rufa'el, the healer-angel. [This salutation

is wanting in the Bodleian MS.]
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XIV. Takhshash

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint simon, who was from the city of Upper

MANUF, in the north of Egypt, became a martyr in the days of

the MusHms. This holy man used to dispute with a certain

Mushm Shekh, and he overcame him in argument. And that

Shekh went and laid information against him before the Chief

Shekh, and he said unto him, " This man hath cursed the Muslim

Faith.'* And the Muslims seized simon and tortured him

severely, and then they cut off his head with the sword and

he received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the

heavens. Salutation to simon.

[f01.98^1] And on this day also Saint Abba behur and

Abba MiNAS, the old man, became martyrs.

And on this day also Saint marhamnam (or marmehnam),
and his sister sara, and his twelve slaves became martyrs.

The father of this saint was the King of athor (Assyria),

and he worshipped graven images, the names of which were

BEL and BABEL (sic); and his mother was a Christian. And

this Saint marhamnam asked his father for permission to

go out into the desert and hunt wild beasts, and his father

having given him permission he [made ready to] set out with

his forty slaves, and mounted on horses, and he came to his

mother [before he departed] and said unto her, *'I am going to

hunt wild beasts"; and his mother said, ''May the Lord God

of heaven and earth bless thee." And as he journeyed along he

came to Mount maklub, and he sojourned there. And during

the night the angel of the Lord called to him and said unto

him, "marhamnam, marhamnam, rise up and ascend this

mountain, and thou shalt see a man whose name is matthew,
and he shall speak unto thee the word of life." And on the fol-

lowing day, when he had gone up into the mountain, he found

Abba MATTHEW who was dressed in a hairy skin like a sheep;

and when marhamnam saw him he was afraid. And Saint
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MATTHEW said unto him, "Draw nigh unto me, O my son,

for I am a man like thyself and the property of God." And
MARHAMNAM said unto him, "My father, is there any other

god besides the gods? " And Abba matthew taught him the

whole of the Faith of God, down to the Birth [fol. gSa 2] of

Christ, and His Death, and His Resurrection, and the reward

of the righteous and recompense of sinners. And marhamnAm
said unto him, "O my father, my sister is a leper from the

crown of her head to the sole of her foot, and if thou canst

heal her in the Name of thy God I will believe in Him." And

Abba MATTHEW said unto him, "Come, get thee down and I

will heal her." And Saint marhamnam in going down from

the mountain left Abba matthew on the road, and when he

came to his mother he told her everything; then he took his

sister and carried her to Abba matthew. And when the saint

saw them [coming] he made a long prayer to God, and smote

the earth and made a mark in the form of the Cross upon it,

whereupon a spring of water bubbled up, abundant as a river.

And he made the brother and sister to go down into the water,

and he laid his hand on their heads, and baptized them in the

Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost, and their

forty men who were with him; and he administered to them

the Holy Mysteries, and straightway his sister was healed of

her leprosy. And he admonished them and strengthened them

in the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, and shewed them how that

He had accepted for their sakes all the pain and the buffeting

which should have come to them, and found them, and dis-

missed them in peace. And when Saint marhamnam arrived

home he went to his mother, but he neither went to his father,

nor to the house of the gods. When the king heard this he was

wroth, and he commanded [his soldiers] to beat him, and Saint

marhamnam departed with his sister, and his soldiers, and

went up into the mountain, the name of which is "kasr,"

and sat down there. When his father heard this he sent his

chamberlain to them with glorious apparel, and the royal

crowns, and [commanded them] to say unto his son, ''Take my
kingdom." When Saint marhamnam saw them he was

furious with them, and he said unto them, "I am seeking the

24-2
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kingdom [fol. 98 a 3] of my Lord Jesus Christ which neither

groweth old nor perisheth/' When his father heard this he was

very wroth, and he commanded his soldiers to slay his son's

slaves first of all so that he might frighten his son, and make him

come back to him ; and if he was not afraid, and did not come

back, they were to kill him and his sister. When Saint mar-

hamnam heard this he prayed and entreated God to give him

all his desire; and a voice came, saying, ''I have heard thy

prayer and I have given thee thy heart's desire." And straight-

way the officer cut off the heads of the saints with the sword,

and cast them into a pit. And they brought much wood so

that they might bum the bodies of the saints with fire, but they

could not find them because God had hidden them. And when

the soldiers saw that the sun became dark, and the earth quaked,

they were afraid and fled. And Satan entered into the heart of

SANAKAREM, the King of ATHOR (ASSYRIA), and he cried

out like the swine. When the mother of Saint marhamnam
heard that her husband was mad, she sent for Abba Mat-

thew, and made him come, and she told him about the king.

And when Abba matthew had prayed over some oil and

anointed him therewith, Satan went out of him in the form of

a pig. And the king believed in the Faith of our Lord Jesus

Christ, and Abba matthew baptized him, and his wife, and

all the men of his royal city. And he commanded his people

to build a church in the name of our holy Lady, the Virgin

MARY, the God-bearer, and to distribute money in alms among

the poor and needy, and they did as he commanded. Then the

mother of Saint marhamnam made forty coffins of costly

stone, and she collected the bones of those forty soldier-

martyrs, [fol. 986 i] and put each [group of bones to its coffin].

And she also made two coffins of crystal for her children, and

she put [their bodies] in them, and laid the coffins in the church

which she had built. And through their bodies innumerable

signs and miracles took place. Salutation to marhamnam
who traversed the desert in search of the Faith of Christ.

Salutation to the Forty Soldiers who suffered with marham-
nam, and to SARA his sister. Salutation to the Seventeen

Thousand men of marhamnam who fought the fight.

FOURTH month—tAkhshAsh (dec. 7-jAN. 5) 377

And on this day also are commemorated the one hundred

and ninety thousand martyrs who were soldiers of the King of

athor (ASSYRIA), the father of Saint marhamnAm. And

afterSENAKAREM, the King of ATHOR (ASSYRIA), whom Abba
MATTHEW baptized, there reigned another king who knew not

God. And whilst he was in the country of the Chaldeans he

heard that the King ofATH6R(ASSYRiA) was dead, and that

his son reigned in his stead, and that his son was not able to

rule the kingdom, and that he had stewards (or administrators),

who had lived in his father's days, and that they ruled his

kingdom, and that he was young and did not understand the

precepts of the kingdom, [fol. 986 2] and that his mother ruled

instead of him, and that the stewards held her in subjection.

Therefore he gathered together his soldiers and departed to

rule over the country of athor (Assyria). And when the

men of the kingdom [of athor (Assyria)] heard that there

had come to reign over them a king who worshipped idols,

they gathered together their soldiers and went out to fight

[them]. And the servants of the house of senAkarem, and

the servants of marhamnAm who guarded his grave, went

out by themselves to fight, and when they fought the King of

the Chaldeans conquered them and they fled before him. And

the Chaldeans captured the city, and seized the young king and

killed him, and his mother also. Then all the men of the kingdom

submitted to him, and he reigned over them. And after a few

days he gathered together all the men of the country of athor

(ASSYRIA), and he questioned them concerning their Faith, and

they said unto him, '* We are Christians." And he commanded

them to worship idols, and all the people abandoned their Faith

and worshipped idols. And the servants of Saint marhamnAm
and the servants of his father came, and they said boldly, ''We

are Christians, and the servants of Christians, and guardians of

the tomb of Saint marhamnAm, a work which hath been com-

mitted to us, and we will not deny the Faith which our Lord

taught us." And the king was wroth, and he commanded his

soldiers to slay them all with the sword, and they slew them, and

they were in number one hundred and seventy (sic) thousand,

and were called the ''Companions of marhamnAm."
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And on this day also died Abba gabra kr£st6s, the

sixty-sixth Archbishop of Alexandria, [fol. 9863] In his days

very many signs and wonders [took place]. And behold, he

heard concerning a certain church which was built in the name
of our holy Lady the Virgin mary, in the country of 'and A l,

and that there was a withered olive tree beyond the doors

thereof. And it was said that on the day of the festival of our

holy Lady the Virgin mary, this tree used to put forth leaves,

and bear fruit, and that when the festival was ended the tree

returned to its former withered state. And because of this

Abba GABRA kr£st6s the archbishop lifted up his eyes to

God, and prayed to Him to explain this miracle to him. And
that night the angel of the Lord caught him up and brought

him to that church, and he saw that withered tree, and after

it had put forth leaves and borne fruit it returned to its former

state forthwith; and he told the people what had taken place

and they doubted it. And after a few days came the governor

of ANDALUSIA, a man whose name was John, and the holy

father, the archbishop Abba krest 6s, asked him before all

the priests and people, saying, " Is it true, according to what I

have heard, that there is a withered olive tree by the doors of

the church of our holy Lady the Virgin mary in the city of

ANDALUSIA, and that on the day of the festival of our holy

Lady, the Virgin mary, this tree putteth forth leaves and
beareth fruit? " And the governor listened and said unto him,

"It is true, my father, for I have been there on the day of the

festival of our holy Lady the Virgin mary, and I have seen its

withered state with mine own eyes. And as soon as the [fol.

99a i] sun rose on the day of the festival of our Lady mary
that tree burst into leaf, and blossomed, and bore fruit, and the

olives which it produced up to midday were so many that they
could not be counted. And straightway the steward of the

church went out and took of the fruit, and made olive oil

therefrom, and filled the lamps of the church therewith. And
the people prayed and finished the office of the Eucharist, and
partook of the Holy Mysteries and departed to their districts.

And after this the steward of the church and the priests went
out and gathered all the fruit on the tree, and afterwards the
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people took some of the fruit as a 'blessing.' And the steward

and the priests made the olives into oil, and there was sufficient

to supply the lamps of the church and for their own consump-

tion until the end of the year. And that same day the tree

withered and its leaves dropped off." And when the people

heard this they marvelled at the miracle exceedingly, and they

glorified God and gave thanks to our holy Lady the Virgin

MARY. And in the days of this father a certain man whose

name was cyril went to the country of Ethiopia, and made

pretence to be a bishop. And he sent much money to the King

of Egypt, saying, "Command thou the Archbishop, Abba

GABRA KRESTOS, to send a messenger to appoint me bishop

whilst I am in my country Ethiopia, and each year I will send

thee much gold as a present." And the King of Egypt sum-

moned Abba GABRA KRESTOS to him, and he said unto him,

"Send a man on thy behalf to the country of Ethiopia to

appoint CYRIL bishop." And the archbishop answered and

said unto him, "This is [fol. 99^2] undesirable, unless he

cometh here." And the king said unto him, " Do as I have com-

manded thee," and the archbishop said unto him, " Thy will shall

be done." And the archbishop went forth from the king sorrow-

fully, and he grieved exceedingly about the matter, and he

gathered together all the bishops and told them what the king

had said unto him; and when they heard it they were ex-

ceedingly sorry. And the archbishop prayed and entreated

God to deliver him from brotherhood with cyril, the Liar.

And CYRIL took much money and fled from the country of

Ethiopia and came to the country of dAhluka, and the

King of dAhluka seized him and took away all [his money],

and bound him in fetters and sent him to the King of Egypt,

who shut him up in prison for seven months and after this

period cut off his head with the sword. Thus cyril died an

evil death, and God accepted the prayer of this father. And

Abba GABRA KRESTOS sat upon the throne of mark the

evangelist thirty years, and he pleased God and died in peace.

Salutation to gabra krestos.

And on this day also Abba ammonius, the Glorious, Bishop
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of the city of 'asna Cesna), became a martyr. And when
ARIANUS [the governor] came to the city of 'asna ('esna)
he found all the men of the city gathered together to Abba
ammonius and learning the word of the Faith; [fol. gga 3] and
straightway he killed them all. And he seized Abba ammonius,
and bound him, and took him to the city of 'as

n

A ('esna), and
he pressedhim strongly to offer incense to the gods, and to worship
them. And ammonius said unto him, ''It is written. Thou
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.

I take no pleasure in your vain and silly fables, and I will not
hearken to your words, and I will not look upon your unclean
gods, and I will not walk in your ruined temple, and I will

neither touch your stinking incense nor your foul offerings."

And when arianus the governor saw that the mind of the
saint would neither abandon [his beHef] nor change, he com-
manded his soldiers to bum him alive. And Abba ammonius
asked the soldiers to wait a Httle whilst he prayed. And he
stood up with his hands and feet bound, and he prayed the
prayer of the Gospel, and he blessed his city and the men
thereof, and all the people who believed on Christ. And he
prayed for arianus the governor, and prophesied that he
would become a martyr, and he prayed also for the release of
his soul; and when he had finished his prayer they threw him
into the mouth of the fire, and he finished his good contest.
When the fire was extinguished they found his pure body
imtouched, and they swathed it for burial in costly cloths,
and they buried him on the west side of the city of 'ensna
(sic), in the fortress which Queen 'akalu-ubatera (cleo-
patra), the daughter of ptolemy, had built, and mighty
deeds and miracles innumerable were wrought through him
there. Salutation to ammonius.

[fol. ggb I] And on this day also died the daughter of the
Emperor of Rome, whose name was nasahit, according to
what JAMES, Bishop of wasim, saith concerning her: "And it

came to pass one day whilst I was sitting in the church of our
holy Lady, the Virgin mary, the God-bearer, that I heard a
monk knocking at the door of the monastery, and I rose up to
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see who he was. And I saw that he had on an old cloak, and that

his body was dried up ; and his face was muffled up and covered

over. And I said unto him, * Whence comest thou, and whither

goest thou?' And he said unto me, *I have come from the

monastery of Abba macarius and I wish to pass this night

in this monastery, so that I may receive the Offering ' ; now it

was one day from the Sabbath. And I said unto him, ' I cannot

open the doors to thee unless thou wilt shew me thy face.'

And he said unto me, ' Seek not the sight of my face, for my
face is detestable Hke my sins, and whosoever seeth my face

shall see at the same time all my evil works ' ; and because I

refused to [admit] him he wanted to go back into the desert.

And then I thought within myself that he might be hungry, or

thirsty, and for this reason I opened the doors to him, and I

brought him into my abode ; and I brought him food, but he

refused it, and he said unto me, ' I will not eat before to-morrow,

after the Offering.' Then he went into the church, and he stood

up in a dark place, and I heard a sound, as it were the sound of

[fol. 99 b 2] angels, repeating the Psalms ; and the brethren who

were there marvelled. And in the morning the monk sat down

on his feet, and did not want to say anything. And we drew

nigh unto him that we might ask him to pray for us, and he

said unto us, ' How can I possibly pray for you seeing that I

am blackened of face and [am laden] with many transgressions?

'

And when we offered up the Offering he stood up upon his feet,

and began to repeat the Book of PAUL, and the Acts and Works

of the Apostles. And at the fourth hour he stood up before the

altar, and he began to recite the Gospel of john, and he drew

back his cowl from his face, and it was impossible to look upon

him by reason of the great light which was upon it. And after

we had received the Offering, he received, [and we thought that

he must be one of] the children of the emperor. And we brought

him food, but he would not take it, and he exhorted us to turn

away from the lust for women whereby Satan leadeth monks

astray. And there was there a certain good old monk who was

a Roman by birth, and he said unto me, 'O my father james,

this is a woman, and a daughter of emperors, and therefore

she hideth her face so that we may not recognize her.' Then
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I went to her to adjure her in the Name of Christ not to hide
her history from us, and straightway I lost her and could not
find her. Five months later there arrived many men who had
been sent by the emperor to search for her, and they told us
her history, and how she had escaped by night from Rome, and
how they had been searching for her for twelve years and had
not found her. And then by the Will of God certain pilgrims

told us that she had died on this day [of the month Takhshash]."
[fol. 99 ^) 3] Salutation to princess nasahit. Salutation to the
light which illumined the darkness. Salutation to the Light
which was before the world.

Salutation to arianus the priest, and to 'arkisos, his

God-fearing brother, the sons of Gregory. [This salutation

is wanting in the Bodleian ms.]

XV. Takhshash

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Gregory, Archbishop of Armenia, who
became a martyr, without the shedding of his blood, tiri-
DATES, the King of Armenia, as we have already said, tortured
this saint severely because he would not worship his idols, and
after he had tortured him he cast him into a dry pit where he
remained for fifteen years; and God was with him. And God
caused a certain old woman [fol. 100a i] to bring him food
every [week], and no one knew how he lived. And the emperor
having slain the virgins of 'arsima, and herself also, because
he wished to marry her, the bodies of the virgins were cast out
on the hills. And when seventy days had passed since they died,
the emperor sorrowed for what he had done to them, and more
especially for what he had done to Saint 'arsima. Then his
friends asked him and said unto him, "Mount thy horse and go
forth into the desert and hunt the wild animals, and so remove
sorrow from thy heart." And having mounted his horse, he
went out into the desert with all his soldiers, and at that same
moment Satan mounted the horse and cast the emperor from
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it ; and the king bit his own body, and the bodies of his atten-

dants. And God changed his appearance and he became like

unto the wild boar of the desert, and he continued to go round

about in the desert, and he bit everyone he met. And thus also

was it with the men of his palace, for Satan mounted upon

their horses and there was great dismay and outcry in the

palace. All this took place because of the [slaughter of the]

holy virgins and of those who were with them. And the sister

of the king saw a vision in the night and it seemed as if a man

said unto her, ''If thou dost not bring up Saint Gregory

from the pit, ye shall never have relief, and never be healed of

your sickness." And she told this to every man in the royal

palace, and they were in a state of dismay because of this, and

they trembled because they thought that he was already dead

in the pit. Then they rose up straightway and went to the pit,

and they let down a rope into the pit to see if he was still alive,

and they cried out to him to hang on to [fol. 100 a 2] the rope

which they had thrown to him. And he seized the rope which

they had thrown down to him, and grasped it tightly with his

hands, and straightway they pulled him up, and lifted him up

out of the pit ; and they washed him, and arrayed him in new

apparel and they mounted him on a mule, and brought him

into the royal palace. And Gregory asked them questions

concerning the bodies of the holy virgins, and they guided him

and brought him to the place where the virgins were, and he

found that they had been preserved from the wild beasts of the

desert and fowl of the heavens. And he commanded [the king's

servants] to build for them a beautiful tomb which should be

worthy of them, and he laid them therein with great honour.

Then the people asked him to heal the king, and to drive out

from him the Satan of which he was possessed. And the saint

had the king brought, and he said unto him, "Wilt thou turn

from thy evil works?" And the king made a sign of consent

with his head. And the saint prayed over him, and he cast out

the Satan from him, and his heart {i.e. senses) returned, and his

appearance became what it had been originally; but God

allowed some traces of the claws of the wild boar to remain in

the nails of his hands and feet, so that he should not become
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haughty again, and he was submissive and humble. And the

saint also healed all the men of the royal palace, and cast out

the Satans from them. And then he commanded them to gather

together all the men of Armenia, and he gave them a Canon,

and commanded them to fast every eighth day; and they did

as he commanded them. And he continued to exhort them,

and to teach them the way of God, and concerning the Incarna-

tion of our Lord Jesus Christ. And they all hearkened unto

him, small and great, and this is the origin of the belief of the

Armenians in Christ. And they asked Saint Gregory [fol.

100 a 3] to baptize them with Christian baptism, and he said

imto them, **It is not seemly for me to do this, for I am not a

priest." And they sent messengers to the country of lunya,
and they wrote letters to the Emperor honorius, and in-

formed him that they had turned to God, and asked him to

appoint GREGORY their archbishop; and they asked the

Archbishop of Rome also, who was in those days Saint la-
WENDfeYOS. And with their letters they sent many gifts for

the Emperor honorius, and Saint Gregory also was with

them. And their messengers came to the emperor, and to the

archbishop, and they read their letters to the emperor and to

the archbishop, and the emperor and the archbishop rejoiced be-

cause the men of Armenia had turned to God, and they appointed

GREGORY Archbishop in the country of Caesarea, and they

sent him back with great honour to tiridates, the King of

Armenia. And when Saint Gregory arrived in the country

of Armenia the people rejoiced with a very great joy because of

his coming to them. Then he built them a beautiful church in

the name of our Lady mary, and he corrected the Faith of

all their churches. And then the blessed Gregory finished

his course nobly, and he died in peace. Salutation to Gre-
gory who lived in a pit for three (sic) years, and suffered

torture through the cold of the night, and the heat of the day.

And on this day [fol. 1006 i] also died Saint luke of the

pillar. Salutation to him who fought the spiritual fight in iron

fetters, and slew mastema {i.e. satan), and who fasted six

days in each week.
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And on this day also yemsah became a martyr. Salutation

to Abba yemsAh.

And on this day also became holy martyrs herwag,
ANANIAS, KAzi from the city of akhmim; and sansaradin

and 'awganyos (eugenius) from the city of gawer; and

on this day miriam, the sister of aaron, is commemorated.

[This paragraph is given under Day XVI in the Bodleian MS.]

XVL Takhshash

in the name of the father and the son

and the holy ghost, one god

On this day died gideon, one of the judges of Israel. This

just man gideon was of the tribe of b£nase (menasseh)

and his father's name was J 6 As; and the angel of the Lord

appeared [fol. 1006 2] and helped him, and strengthened him,

and made him judge over the children of Israel. And he com-

manded him to destroy the altar of idols, and to build an altar

to God, and to offer up burnt offerings upon it; and gideon

burnt with fire the wooden idols, which were broken in pieces,

and he did as the Lord commanded. And God also commanded

him to make war upon the men of Midian, and he asked God

to shew him a sign, so that his heart might be strengthened

thereby. And this was the sign: [He said] "Let me lay the

carded woolly fleece of a sheep among the grass of the field;

if the fleece be wetted by the dew and the grass of the field is

not wetted, then shall I know that Thou are with me.'' And

he laid the fleece among the grass, and it was wetted, but the

grass was not wetted. And on the following day he said, "O

my Lord, behold I will lay the fleece among the grass again ;
if

the grass be wetted and the ground, and the fleece is not wetted,

then I shall know that Thou art with me and that Thou wilt

fight for me." And he did this on the following day, and it

happened even as he wished. Then his heart waxed strong,

and the spirit of power descended upon him from God, and he

blew a horn and all the children of Israel gathered together to



386 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

him. And God said unto him, ''The people are too many, for

when they conquer their enemies they will say that they them-

selves have conquered them by their own power. But let a

herald go roimd about among them and say, ' If there be anyone

herewho is timid or afraid, let him depart
'

" ; andwhen the herald

had been among these there turned back twenty-two thousand

of the children of Israel. And then God said unto gideon,
"Even now those who are left are too many. Send them to the

water and command them to drink water, and he who drinketh

water with his tongue like a dog, take all these, and set them

apart [fol. 10063] from those who remain.'* And straightway

GIDEON took them to the river, and they drank water as

God commanded, and the number of those who drank water

with their tongues like dogs were three hundred men. And
God said unto him, ''With these I will deliver thee, and I will

give the men of Midian into thy hand.'' And that night they

blew trumpets among them, and they said, "The army of God
and of GIDEON." And when the men of Midian heard the

soimd of the tnmipets, God set fear in their hearts, and they

were terrified and took to flight. And each man killed his neigh-

bour next to him, and they slew their princes (?) hereb(oreb)
and ZEB (zeeb), and they slew two of their kings zebhel
(zebah) and selmana (zalmunna), and they slew of the

men of Midian one hundred thousand, and twenty thousand

horsemen; and the children of Israel rejoiced that day. And
they said unto g i d e o n, " Be thou king over us, and thy children

after thee." And he answered and said unto them with lowliness

of heart, "Neither am I worthy to be king nor are my children

worthy to be kings over you, but it is God Who shall rule over

you [as] king. But let each one of you give me the torque of

gold which is on the head of every camel which ye have carried

off as spoil"; and they brought them to him. And the amount
of gold and silver which they gave him was one hundred thou-

sand seven hundred dinars, besides the ornaments of the women,
and the rich trappings which were on the camels. And gideon,
the just, continued to rule the children of Israel for forty years,

and God was with him in all his work; and then he died in

peace and was buried in the grave of his father, [fol. loia i]
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Salutation to gideon, the mighty man. By the miracle of

the wetted fleece mentioned above is made manifest the

BIRTH OF CHRIST of MARY.

XVII. Takhshash

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day took place the translation of the body of Saint

LUKE of the pillar, who came from the country of Persia. He
was the captain of one hundred soldiers, but he gave up his

appointment, and assumed the garb of the monastic life, and

took up his abode in one of the monasteries of the country of

the East; and he dwelt therein many days. And when he had

finished his ascetic training and his spiritual fight shewed his

excellences, he was made a priest in that monastery. And at

the time of his appointment he dressed himself in iron, and he

wore this dress as long as he dwelt in that monastery; and he

devoted himself to fasting, and from that day he fasted seven

days and seven nights at a time. On the Seventh Day he con-

secrated the Offering, and partook of the Holy Mysteries, and

then he ate a small bread cake and some herbs. After this he

went up on the top of a pillar, and stood thereon for three years,

and he heard the voice of an angel calling him by name, and

commanding him to get down from the pillar. And the angel

shewed him a cross of hght, and luke descended and followed

the voice which he heard. And the cross [of light] guided him

until it brought him to a certain monastery, and he dwelt

therein many days, and all the men came to him and were

comforted by his doctrine. Then he became a devotee of silence,

and he put a stone in his mouth so that he might not talk at all

with any man. Then God commanded him [fol. 101a 2] to go

to the borders of the city of Constantinia, and he went to a

certain village which was near it, and he went up on the top of a

pillar, and he dwelt thereon for five and forty years and fought

a great spiritual fight. And God gave him the gift of prophecy,

and he performed signs and wonders, and he healed all the sick

folk who came to him. And God willing that he should leave
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the toil of this world, luke died on the fifteenth day of the

month of Takhshash; and he who ministered unto him went and

told the archbishop and the priests concerning his death. And
the archbishop and the priests rose up, and carrying crosses

and censers they came to his abode, and they prayed over him,

and they took him up and carried him to the city of Constan-

tinia, three days after he died. And they brought him thither

on the seventeenth day of the month of Takhshash, and laid

him in the sanctuary, and they finished the prayer for the third

hour over his holy body; and all those who were gathered

together were blessed by him. Then they put him in a sarco-

phagus wherein were the bodies of the saints who were his

predecessors, and God made manifest from his body many signs

and wonders, and [many derived] very great benefit therefrom,

and it healed all the sick who came to it in faith. Salutation to

LUKE, the pillar-saint.

And on this day also are commemorated the holy martyrs

'eusoryays (aularianus ?), and [fol. loia 3] 'euthyos,

and suRYAN, and mark, and bartelel, and Nathaniel,
the monk and toiler in the ascetic life.

XVIII. Takhshash

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is commemorated Abba salam A, the revealer

of the light, for he was the light of Ethiopia; and behold the

story of his strife is written in the section for the twenty-

seventh day of the month Hamle. Salutation to Abba salam A.

And on this day also took place the translation of the body

of the great Saint titus, the apostle, the disciple of PAUL the

apostle. CONSTANTINE the Just, the great emperor of em-

perors, translated the body from 'akrAt£s (crete) to the

city of Constantinia. When by the Will of God, constan-
TiNE reigned, he took very careful thought for the churches
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and the works thereof, and he beautified with fine decorations

all the churches which were in his kingdom, and especially

those in the city of Constantinia, for that was the seat of his

sovereignty. And he inspected every work, and he wished [the

builders] to beautify them with every kind of decoration, and
with pearl-stone (mother-of-pearl), and costly stones; and he
also made them glorious with spiritual stones and celestial

gems. And the bodies of the apostles were gathered together

[fol. 101b i] to him, and such of the bodies of the honourable

martyrs as he could find. And when he heard that the body of

Saint TITUS the apostle was in the city of 'akrAtes (crete)
he sent the chief priests, and with them much money, and they

took the body of Saint titus with great honour, and brought
it to the city of Constantinia. And he built a beautiful church,

and he placed the body in a coffer of very precious stone, and
laid it in the church. And God made manifest many exceedingly

great signs and miracles through it. And as they were carrying

Saint TITUS to bring him into the sanctuary, the end of the

stone coffer dropped upon the foot of one of its carriers, and
crushed it, and the bones thereof. And that man took some of

the oil of the lamp which was hanging before the picture of

Saint TITUS in faith, and he smeared his foot therewith and
tied it up, crying out by reason of the pain as he did so; and as

he could not walk home to his house, he passed the night by
the side of the coffer containing the saint. And on the following

day he unbandaged his foot to look at it, and to apply the means
of healing to it, and he found that it was sound and well like

the other, and there was no pain in it whatsoever, and he found
on it only traces of the marks of blood ; and all those who saw this

miracle marvelled exceedingly, and they glorified God. And the

man rose up and washed away the blood, and he walked about as

usual without any pain, and he glorified God. And the miracles of

this holy Apostle titus were many. [fol. 101b 2] Salutation to
the translation of the body of titus the disciple of paul.

And on this day also died 'arkilA (aricles ?), and Phile-
mon, the priest and anchorite who became a martyr. Salutation
to 'arkilA (aricles ?), and Philemon.

B £ S II 25
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And on this day also are commemorated farkayon, and

SILIKION, and galinicus, and 'eunas, and their com-

panion who were martyred; and the translation of the bodies

of 'arsis, and dacia, and dimon; ['arsis, dacia and

DiMON are not mentioned in the Bodleian ms.] and the transla-

tion of the body of thomas the apostle. And countless signs

appeared through his body, and they built a beautiful church

for him on the river, and they laid the body of the saint therein.

XIX. Takhshash

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the honourable father, Abba JOHN, Bishop

of the city of burles. This holy man was a member of a

priestly family, and his parents were people of high rank, and

they gave of their goods to the poor and needy. When his

parents died he took the money which they had left him [fol.

loi h 3] and he built therewith a church, and he also built a

guest house wherein pilgrims and sick folk gathered together;

and he himself ministered unto them, and brought to them

whatsoever they wanted. And at that time there came to him

a certain monk, and he saw what he was doing, and this monk
praised the ascetic life to him and made manifest to him the

honour thereof; and after that monk had departed, he gave all

his goods to the poor, and he went into the desert of scete in

the days of Abba dan i el. Abbot of the desert of scete, and

he became a monk with him and fought a great fight. And
then he dwelt alone in his cell, and the Satans envied him be-

cause of his good fight, and they beat him very severely, and

finally he was obliged to lie prostrate for many days because

of the beatings wherewith the Satans beat him. After this our

Lord Christ healed him, and he became strong in His power

and overcame the Satans and, after this, by the Will of God,

he was made Bishop of the city of burl£s; now in his days

there was much dissension (or schism) in the cities. And he

toiled with great labour to pluck out the tares from among the

wheat, and he turned many people from their schism and
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brought them into the True Faith. And in those days there

was a certain monk from Upper Egypt who talked much, and
he used to say, "michael revealeth it to me"; and he led

astray many men. And when the saint knew that his work was
evil, and that he was of Satan, he commanded [his servants]

to seize him and to beat him; and when they had beaten him
the man confessed his error, and they removed him from the

city. And there was another [monk] who used to say, "An-
thony the prophet [fol. 102 a i] appeared unto me and told

me many mysteries"; and very many men followed him. And
the saint took that man, and put an end to his teaching, and
he destroyed and tore in pieces all the books whereby he in-

troduced schisms into the church. And every time when john
went up into the sanctuary to consecrate the Offering, his

face used to become like fire, and his body like fire, and he

seemed to be like one who was issuing from a fiery furnace.

And when he began to recite the Liturgy tears used to roll

down his face like rain, for he could see clearly the hosts of the

angels on the altar; and again [he saw them] when he said,

"Holy" thrice. And when he laid his fingers upon the cup to

sign the Offering with the Cross, at the moment of breaking

the bread he would find that it was like burning fire. And in

his days there were evil men and heretics, whom Satan led

into error, who offered up the Offering twice a day, after they

had eaten; and he anathematized them and excommunicated
them so that [men] might not do this evil thing. And when
they would not hearken to his voice, he prayed to God con-

cerning them, and his petition was accepted, and God sent down
fire from heaven and consumed their leader; and when those

who remained saw this they feared exceedingly and entered

the True Faith. And then God wished to give john rest from
the labour of this fleeting world, and He sent unto him the

Saints Abba Anthony and Abba macarius to inform him
of the time of his death. Then john gathered together the

people and commanded them to love each other, and to be
strong in the True Faith, [fol. 102^2] and then he lay down
upon his bed and died in peace. Salutation to j ohn who at the

time of the Eucharist found the cup red-hot.

25-2
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And on this day also [the Babylonians] threw Ananias,
AZARIAS, and misael into the furnace.

And on this day also is celebrated the great Festival of the

Annunciation of gabriel the angel [to our Lady mary].

XX. TakhshAsh

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is commemorated the righteous prophet haggai.

This man belonged to the family of aARON the priest, and he

was of the tribe of levi, and was one of the Twelve Children

of the prophets. When Nebuchadnezzar the king captured

Jerusalem and carried off the children of Israel to the city of

Babylon, the parents of this holy man were carried off into

captivity with them, and they took this just man with them

[fol. 102a 3] to the city of Babylon. When King gyrus, who
is called darius, reigned, this prophet prophesied in the

second year of his reign. And when gyrus sent away the

children of Israel to Jerusalem, they went back and wished to

build a sanctuary. And this prophet prophesied concerning the

building of the sanctuary and he rebuked the people of Israel

because they dwelt in large, fine and well-decorated houses,

while the house of God lay in ruins. And he told them, that if

they did not take thought for the house of God, and did not

build a suitable habitation for Him, God would cut off their

roots, and diminish the fruit of their seed, and set hunger, and

thirst, and trouble in their hearts, and would remove blessing

from their tribes. And the elders of the people heard the words

which he prophesied against them, and they feared him greatly,

and they built a sanctuary as was meet, and he prophesied that

God would be well pleased with him that built the sanctuary.

And he lived for more than seventy years, and he prophesied

four hundred and thirty years before the coming of Christ ; and

he died in peace and was buried in Jerusalem in the tomb of

the priests. Salutation to haggai.

1 n
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[fol. 1026 i] And on this day also are commemorated theo-
PHANIA the queen, and eugenius, and mArdio.

XXI. TAkhshAsh

in the name of the father and the son
and the holy ghost, one god

On this day is celebrated a commemorative festival of our
holy Lady the Virgin mary, the God-bearer. Salutation to

MARY, who found seed without drinking the dew, and without
drinking from the fountain, and who appeared unto isaac
from out of her eikon.

And on this day became a martyr the holy apostle and great

prophet BARNABAS, which name, being interpreted, meaneth
**son of consolation.'* This blessed and holy man was from the

country of Cyprus, and was of the tribe of levi, and his

original name was Joseph. And the Lord chose him to be of

the number of the Seventy-two disciples, whom He sent out to

preach before His Passion, and He called his name barnabas.
Then the Holy Spirit Paraclete descended upon him when he
was in the chamber of Zion with the Apostles, and he preached
the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. And he owned a garden,

and he sold it and brought the price thereof and gave it to the

Apostles. And when paul the apostle believed, and our Lord
Christ was mingHng with the Apostles, and many of them did
[not] believe that paul was a disciple of Christ, this barna-
bas came to [fol. 1026 2] the Apostles and brought paul unto
them. And he became a witness to them on his behalf, that

PAUL was a disciple of our Lord Christ, and he told them how
our Lord Christ had appeared unto him and talked with him.
And BARNABAS went with paul to many cities, and they
preached in the Name of our Lord Christ. And the Holy
Spirit said unto the Apostles, ''Separate ye for Me barnabas
and SAUL for the work.'' And when they came into the city

of Lystra and preached, and paul healed the paralytic who
was therein, this barnabas was with him. And when the

men of the city wished to offer sacrifices to them, and called

h
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them "gods/' they would not accept the honouring of men,

but they rent their garments and confessed that they were men
even as they were. And after barnabas had gone with paul
to many cities, he separated from him, and he took mark with

him to Cyprus, and they preached there, and converted very

many of the men thereof to the True Faith of Christ, and

baptized them with Christian baptism. And the Jews of the

country of Cyprus became envious of him, and they made

accusations against him before the governor, and before those

who were in authority. And they seized him and gave him a

severe and painful beating, and then they stoned him with

stones, and then they dragged his body out from under the

stones, and they burnt him with fire and he finished his martyr-

dom. And the Apostle mark the evangehst was with him,

and God kept him and preserved him to preach in the city of

Alexandria and in all the regions round about it. And they took

out [the body] of Saint barnabas from the fire, and he was

whole and uninjured, and the fire had not touched him at all,

[fol. 10263] and they carried him out, and swathed him in

costly cloths, and laid him in a cave outside the city of Cyprus.

Salutation to barnabas and salutation to mark. Salutation

to our shepherd like Whom there never hath been any

and never shall be any.

XXII. Takhshash

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is celebrated the festival of the glorious angel,

GABRIEL the archangel, who made the Annunciation [to our

Lady mary]. And on this day is celebrated the building of

the church in the city of dan ah, wherein the angel shewed

forth his miracles, and also the dedication thereof ; and of what

took place archelaus, bishop of this city is witness. It was

this glorious angel who was sent by God to the holy Virgin

MARY, and he was by far the most glorious of all the angels,

and most to be trusted to make the Annunciation to her.

When he came unto the Virgin he said unto her, " Peace be unto

I
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thee ! Rejoice, O thou who art full of grace ! The Lord is with

thee.*' And it was gabriel who announced the glad tidings

of the birth of his son JOHN to zacharias; exceedingly

great honour do they pay to this angel gabriel, and great

is the honour of him that is chosen as an announcer of glad

tidings. And it is meet for us now [fol. 103 a i] to gather to-

gether at this great and holy festival in the True Faith, and let

us put away hatred, and make peace among ourselves, and

agree with our neighbour, and love each other, and let us

crucify our minds (or thoughts) with God the Merciful, so that

He may look upon us and have compassion upon us. And with

all our hearts let us make supplication to this glorious angel

GABRIEL, and his companion Michael, who are glorious

and exalted in their offices to pray to God on our behalf that

He may deliver us and protect us against the nets of Satan;

for without the help of God and the intercession of His chosen

ones we can in no wise be saved. Now the meaning of the name
GABRIEL is "God and man," and it was gabriel who made
the announcement [to the shepherds], and said, ''This day is

bom unto you a Saviour, Who is Christ God.'' Salutation to

thy house in the city of dAnoh (sic), O gabriel, which

ARCHELAUS, bishop of the city, consecrated.

Salutation to dekesius. Bishop of t£lt£yA, to whom
MARY gave heavenly apparel, because he wrote the account of

the miracle of her Annimciation.

And on this day died the holy father Abba anastasius
(antonius?), the thirty-sixth Archbishop of the city of

Alexandria. This holy man was the son of a nobleman of the

city of Alexandria, and he was a judge in the royal palace ; he

was next made [fol. 103 a 2] a priest of the Alexandrian Church,

and by the Will of God he was appointed archbishop. And
having been appointed this father took thought for the churches,

and he built several churches, and he set in them places for the

bishops and priests. And he took many churches from the

MELCHITES, now he knew not their number, and some churches

of the JACOBITES, because he was held in honour among them
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for his learning, and faith, and virtues ; and he converted many
of them to the True Faith. In those days the Emperor con-
STANTINE died, and he was succeeded by another emperor
whose faith was corrupt. And one of the evil men sent a letter,

and made an accusation against this holy father to him, saying,

"When ANASTASius (antonius ?), Archbishop of the

Jacobites, goeth through the church, the people anathematize
the emperor and his faith, and this father anastasius (an-

tonius ?) doeth nothing in the matter." When the emperor
had read the letter of this evil man, he was exceedingly angry,

and he sent to the governor of Alexandria and commanded him
to take from this holy father anastasius (antonius ?) the

church of Saints cosmas and damian us, and all his posses-

sions, and to give them to eusegnius. Archbishop of Rome.
And this father sorrowed greatly by reason of this, but God,
Who searcheth hearts, comforted him, and destroyed peter
the heretic. Archbishop of Antioch, and He appointed to succeed

him a righteous and learned monk whose name was ate si us
(sic). And this father sent to him [fol. 103 « 3] an epistle con-

cerning the True Faith, and he rejoiced at its coming to him,

and he gathered together the bishops and the priests and read

this epistle before them, and they rejoiced therein, and they

marvelled at the words which were written therein, and at the

knowledge of the writer. And athenasius (sic), Archbishop
of the city of Antioch, rose up, and taking with him bishops,

and priests, and deacons, he came to the city of Alexandria.

And this father anastasius (antonius ?) went out and
met Abba athanasius, now he had with him bishops, and
priests, and deacons and monks, and the chief of the Jews,
and then Abba athanasius said, "O my beloved ones, it is

meet that we should take up the harp of david, the prophet,

and sing the words of the psalm, ' Compassion and truth have
met together, righteousness and peace have kissed each other

'

(Psalm Ixxxv, 10). athanasius and anastasius (an-
tonius ?) have embraced each other, righteousness hath

appeared in the land of Egypt, and truth hath sprung up out

of the East. Egypt and Syria have become one Faith, and the

cities of Alexandria and Antioch one church, and there is one

M
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virgin to one holy man, our Lord Christ, the Only Son, the

Word of God the Father.'* And Saint athanasius lived with

Saint ANASTASIUS (antonius ?) in the same monastery for

a period of thirty days, and they taught each other, and dis-

cussed together, and searched out the roots of the Faith; and

then Abba athanasius returned in peace to his own country.

And the country of Alexandria and the country of Antioch

were at one [fol. 1036 i] in one True Faith. And this father

anastasius (antonius ?) taught his flock things which

were profitable for their souls from the Book of Life. And be-

cause of the greatness of his wisdom, and his knowledge, he

used to put at the beginning of each of his writings and letters

each year one letter of the alphabet ; thus at the beginning of all

his writings and letters written during the first year he wrote

the letter A, and at the beginning of all those written during

the second year the letter B, and at the beginning of all those

written during the third year the letter F and so on to the end

of the alphabet. [Oriental 667 says that he wrote 12,000 letters

during the twelve years in which he held office.] And when the

fast of the Birth of Christ came he became a little sick, and

died in peace in the thirty-first (sic) year of the Holy Martyrs

(a.d. 315 ?). Salutation to anastasius (antonius ?).

XXIIL TAkhshAsh

in the name of the father and the son
and the holy ghost, one god

On this day died the saint and fighter Abba timothy, the

desert monk. This holy man had God-loving parents who
brought him up piously, and taught him the doctrine of the

Church; and he wished to adopt the garb of the monastic life,

and he went forth from his father and dwelt in a monastery

and became a monk therein. And he determined in his mind
to live by himself in a place [fol. 1036 2] near the monastery,

so that he might receive pilgrims and poor people, and feed them.

And he went forth from the monastery and built himself a

house near it, and he dwelt therein for a period of five years;

and he fought the spiritual fight and worked with his hands



398 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

and lived by the labour thereof. And the Enemy of good laid

a plot against him, and he brought to him a certain widow to

buy from him the work of his hands. And because of this

business her coming to him was frequent, and sinful love sprang

up between them, and they sat together at the time of eating

their meals. Then the monk burned with the fever of fornica-

tion, and they fell into sin, and they continued to do the work

of sin for seven months. But God neither abandoned them,

nor cast them away, neither the woman nor Saint timothy,
but He made them to remember the time of death, and that

they would have to stand before the King of kings, our Lord

Jesus Christ, on that fearful and terrible day. And straightway

Abba TIMOTHY began to reproach himself and to revile himself,

and he rose up from that place and came into the desert, and

God the Most High guided him to a little oasis in the desert,

wherein there were a tree and a spring of sweet running water.

And he went into it and found a date-palm there, and he dwelt

in that place for many days. And then Satan became jealous

of him because he had saved himself, and he brought upon

him a serious disease in his belly, and by reason of the intensity

of his pain he had fallen face downwards on the earth. And as

he lay bowed there he prayed, and he said unto his soul, ''This

pain is the fruit of the sin which thou hast committed, O soul.

Thou must endure the tribulation of this pain in order to

become healed of thy [fol. 1036 3] sickness"; and he continued

to suffer the pain for four years. And after this God looked

upon him, and he sent to him an angel who rubbed the belly

of TIMOTHY with his hand, and he was healed of the pain

which was in his belly. And then the angel made a slit in his

side with his fingers [and took out his liver] and cleaned it and

restored it to its place in his bowels, and he fastened it to his

body and timothy recovered and became as he was before

his sickness. And the angel said unto him, "Behold thou art

sound: take good heed not to offend a second time lest worse

befall thee." He Hved in the desert fighting the fight and was a

strict ascetic for forty years, and before this he lived in a monas-

tery seventeen years, and he also lived in a cave for ten years.

And during all the years wherein he dwelt in the desert he went
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naked and had no clothing, but God, the Most High, made his

hair long, audit covered him before and behind. And by his strict

asceticism, and strenuous fighting, and worship of God, grace

came upon him in such an abundant measure that the wild

beasts used to visit him, and lick the dust of his feet ; and he

pleased God and he died in peace wearing the crown of his

fight . Salutation to t im oth y.

And on this day also died david the Just, king and prophet,

the son of jesse. [fol. 104a i] This [saint] became king over

Israel after saul, the king, the son of kish, of the tribe of

BENJAMIN. And before he was king he followed a good course

of life, and he fought the fight, and he performed righteousness

and judgement more than any other king of Israel. And he

was of the tribe of judah from Bethlehem, and God chose

him to be king over Israel. And God sent samuel the prophet

to anoint one of the sons of jesse with the oil of sovereignty,

so that he might be king over Israel. And samuel the prophet

chose the eldest son of jesse, because he was goodly in appear-

ance, and robust in body, but God did not choose him, and

said unto him, " O samuel, look not upon him that is of goodly

appearance, and consider not the height of his stature, for I am
not like men who look at the external goodly appearance ; I try

the heart and the reins, and I know the things that are secret."

And after this samuel chose david to reign over Israel, and

God was with him in all his work. And by reason of his ex-

cessive innocence of heart and gentleness he found saul his

enemy on several occasions, and he did no evil whatsoever to

him; and he allowed him to escape when saul himself was

wishing to kill david. One day saul went forth seeking for

DAVID to kill him, and when the evening came saul lay down

and slept, and all his soldiers slept round about him. And

DAVID the prophet came to saul whilst he was asleep, and

he cut off the fringed hem of his garment to make saul to

know in secret that he (david) could have killed him, and

boasted himself over him, but he did no harm to him whatso-

ever. And then david repented and was sorry that [fol. 104a

2] he had cut off the hem of saul' s tunic. And david found
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him a second time asleep, and he carried off his spear and the

water-pot by his head, but did him no harm. And when his

men said unto him, *' Kill thine enemy saul,''david answered

and said unto them, "Far be it from me to put out my hand
against the anointed one of God." And when a man told him
the story of the killing of saul his enemy, he said unto him,
"Who killed him? " And the man said unto him, " I killed him/'

And David's heart was exceedingly sad, and he rent his

garments and said unto that man, "Is it true that thou didst

kill him?" And the man said unto him, "Yea." And david
killed that man who said, "I killed saul." Now God gathered

together in this prophet many virtues, and of them all the

greatest was humility. And though he was king and prophet,

and righteous, and perfect, he called himself a "dead dog," a

"miserable wolf," a "worm," and a "beast," and with all this

humility he was more glorious and exalted than all [other]

kings. And God praiseth him in many passages of Scripture,

saying, "I have found david, the son of jesse, a man after

My own heart, who will perform all I wish"; and God pro-

tected the children of Israel and Jerusalem with good protection

for David's sake, both during his lifetime and after his death.

And God honoured david by the mouth of His prophet, and
He set over the people kings from his seed, and He called

DAVID His son. And it is said in the Book of the Psalms that

he was well known to be a shield against Satans, and was full

of every kind of good work, and of every kind of glorious doc-

trine, [fol. 104a 3] And his complexion was pure red, like the

pomegranate ; he was of amedium stature ; and he was exceedingly
strong and powerful, for he was in the prime of youth, and
God was his helper. And [once] when he was keeping his

father's sheep there came to him a wolf, and a lion also came at

the same time to carry off some of his father's sheep, and he

killed the wolf, and snatched away the beard of the lion (i Sam.
xvii, 34, 35). And when saul was fighting against the Philis-
tines, an alien people, there went forth golyad (goliath),
the giant, who was six cubits and a span in height, and his

whole body was covered with armour, and in his hand was a

spear, the shaft of which was as thick as a weaver's beam, and

a^
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the spear-head was of iron and the weight thereof was six

hundred shekels. And the helmet upon his head and all the

covering of him was of brass, and the weight of the iron covering

which was on him was five thousand shekels. And his legs had
coverings of brass on them, and he had as it were serpents

between his shoulders and a covering of brass upon his breast

;

and an armour bearer went before him. And he stood up and
cried out to the children of Israel and said unto them, "Why
have ye come out to fight against us, and to do battle with us?

Am I not the Philistine, and are ye not Hebrews of saul?
Choose out from you a man who shall come down to me. If he

is able to fight against me and to slay me we will be [your]

servants ; and if I am able to slay him, ye shall be our servants,

and shall minister unto us." And he spake thus, and he con-

tinued to revile the people of Israel, and to boast himself over

them for a space of forty days; and no one from among the

armies of Israel dared [fol. 1046 i] to go forth to him. And
when SAUL heard his voice he was dismayed and was afraid

of that Philistine. And in those days david came to visit his

brethren, and when he saw that Philistine, and heard his voice,

he became full of divine zeal forthwith, and he said unto saul,

"I will go and will slay this uncircumcised Philistine, and I

will remove reproach from Israel this day. What is this un-

circumcised man that he should revile the Living God? This

same God Who delivered me from the mouth of the lion and

the bear shall deliver me from this uncircumcised Philistine."

And SAUL said unto david, "Go, and God be with thee."

And DAVID took in his hand a sling, and he chose three stones

from the brook and put them into his scrip, so that he might

have them in addition to those in the sling which was in his

hand; and he went out against that Philistine. And when
GOLYAD (goliath), the Philistine, saw david, he scorned

him, for he was a youth, and ruddy like the pomegranate

flower, and his eyes were beautiful. And this Philistine said

unto DAVID, "Am I a dog that thou shouldst come out

against me with a stick and with stones?" And david said

unto him, "Yea, thou art worse than a dog"; and this Philis-

tine cursed david by his gods. And he said unto him, "Come
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to me and I will give thy flesh to the dogs, and to the birds of

heaven, and to the beasts of the earth/' And david said unto

him, "Thou comest out against me with a sword and a spear,

and I come against thee in the Name of the God of the armies

which thou revilest this day, the armies of Israel, and I will

take thee and kill thee, and [fol. 1046 2] I will cut off thy head

with the sword, and I will give thy carcass, and the carcasses

of thy followers, to the birds of the heavens and to the wild

beasts of the earth, and all the earth shall know that God is

with Israel, and all the army of Israel shall know that it is not

by a sword and a spear that He delivereth, but that it is God
Himself Who hath slain [thee]." And david put his hand into

his scrip, and took a stone from there, and he slung it, and it

smote the Philistine in his forehead, [and entered] his brain,

and he fell down upon his face on the earth. And david ran

and took his sword, and slew him, and cut off his head, and

removed the reproach from the children of Israel. And all the

days of the life of david were seventy years; he was thirty

years old before he was anointed with the oil of sovereignty,

and before he reigned over Israel, and he dwelt in his sovereignty

forty years. He prophesied eleven hundred and twenty years

before the Incarnation of our Lord Christ, and he died in peace

and entered into the kingdom of heaven, and he was buried in

the sepulchre of his fathers. Salutation to david, the servant

of God.

And on this day also died Abba sam u E L, andAbba gab r i e l,

and Abba simon. This Abba samuel became a monk and

anchorite, and dwelt by the side of a city, the name of which

was KARTAMEN. And there was there the funerary chest of a

certain martyr whose name was 'akrapos, [fol. 10463] and

he used to invoke his blessing at the beginning and end of his

prayer. And there was a certain governor whose name was

SALIB A, and he had a son called simon who was sick with a

fatal sickness, and he sent and fetched Abba samuel to pray

over his son; and he prayed and raised him up after he was

dead. And that young man followed Abba samuel, and

became his disciple and a monk at the same time. One day
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that disciple went out taking with him a pot to draw water,

and Satan broke it; and when he told Abba samuel he gave

him a wine-skin to fill with water, and the disciple used the skin

for fetching water for ten years, and the water did not spill

over from it. And they departed thence and went to another

place where they built a little prayer house, and they dwelt

[there]. And one [night] the angel of the Lord shewed them in

a dream where they were to build a church, and King 'anes-
TOS came and built them a large church, and five hundred cells

for monks. And having become profitable, Abba samuel
laboured exceedingly, and through excessive fighting in the

spiritual fight, he departed to God Whom he loved, leaving his

children in the hand of his son simon; and the monks multi-

plied and became twelve thousand in number. In the days of

this father there rose up a certain heretic who did not believe

in the resurrection of the dead, and Abba simon prayed over

a dead man, and raised him up before him; and when the

heretic would not turn his mind away from doubt, the saint

prayed to God, and brought down fire from heaven and con-

sumed him. And after this Abba simon waxed old and died;

and he died in peace and honour, and was buried in the sepul-

chre of his master, and Abba Gabriel was appointed abbot
after him. He was humble and meek, and wore sackcloth and
iron under his clothing, but he wore no [fol. 105 a i] sandals on
his feet. In the winter time he never entered a house, and in

the summer time he fasted from Saturday to Saturday, and he
ate nothing except salt and bread; and he used to work signs

and miracles. One day his disciples wished to bring a large

stone into the monastery so that they might make yeast for

the bread thereon, and they had no men to carry it, and when
Abba GABRIEL heard of it he cursed because there was no one
left in the monastery to come and fetch the stone, and when
the dead heard his voice they rose up to the number of ten

thousand and thirty souls. And when Abba gA b R i e l saw them
he said unto them, ''It is not you whom I cursed, but the

living,'' and straightway they returned to their sepulchres.

One day a certain man deposited some gold with a monk, and
departed on a long journey, and when he came back he found
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that the monk was dead, and that he had not told his disciple

about the gold ; and he questioned the disciple about the gold,

but he knew not where his master had put it. And Abba

GABRIEL went to the grave of the dead monk and asked him

about the money, and he told him where he had put it, and the

owner of the money having taken the money went away mar-

velling. And he had a friend whose name was salib, and he

died without meeting him again. When Abba gabriel heard

of this, he went to his grave, and wept, and prayed and said,

"In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ rise up, and let us talk

together," and salib rose up alive and lived for fourteen years

[after]. And in the days of this father a great persecution came

upon the churches and the Christians through the Roman

emperors, and a countless number of people were slain; but

after a few days islam reigned, and the Christians were de-

livered from the persecution. And having fought the spiritual

fight strenuously for twenty years gabriel died in peace,

[fol. io5a2]SalutationtoSAMUEL, andsiMON, and gabriel.

And on this day also are commemorated macarius, and

ANTEDRIUS (ANDREAS?), and PHILIP, and EITELTAS (or

'ay-taltas), and Cornelius, and mercurius.

XXIV. Takhshash

in the name of the father and the son

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the righteous woman Esther, the daughter

of the brother of mardochaeus (mordecai), the daughter

of the brother of j ere miah the prophet. And there was a

man, a Jew, in the city of sus (susa), whose name was amin-

ADAB, the son of iya'eru (jair), of the tribe of benjamin,

whom NEBUCHADNEZZAR the king carried off into captivity;

and he had a beautiful daughter whose name was Esther.

When her father died she was brought up in the house of mar-

dochaeus (mordecai) her father's brother. One day

'ARKASKfisis (ahasuerus) the king made ready a great

FOURTH MONTH

—

TAkHSHASH (DEC. 7-JAN. 5) 405

feast, and gathered together with great pomp his governors,

and the chief governor hamA(haman), the Amalekite, who was
the most honourable of all his officers. And having summoned
Queen esther {i.e. Vashti) to his table, she refused to come,

and sent back to him a message of derision ; and because of this

he was angry with her, and he removed her from her royal rank.

Then the king ordered his officers to choose out for him one

thousand women from all the cities of his kingdom, whereof of

the number was one hundred [fol. 105 a 3] and seven. And out

of the thousand they chose one hundred, and out of the hundred

ten, and out of the ten three, and of the three Esther was

found to excel them all by far in beauty and wisdom. And the

king made her the queen and he loved her exceedingly; and
mardochaeus (mordecai) continued to devote himself to

the court of the king, and he was not under the authority of

hamA (haman). ESTHER went in to the king in the twelfth

month, in the month Khedar, in the seventh year of the

king's reign, and she found very great favour before him. And
MARDOCHAEUS (mordecai) having learned of a conspiracy

between two of the king's messengers who wished to kill the

king, came in to the king and told him secretly ; and when the

king enquired into the matter, and found out their guilt, he

commanded [his soldiers] to kill them, and wrote down the

good deed of mardochaeus (mordecai). Now hamA
(haman) hated mardochaeus (mordecai) and all the

people of Israel, for he was an Amalekite, and he wished to

destroy all the Jews, and to create a tumult in all the city.

When mardochaeus (mordecai) knew what was hap-

pening, he rent his garments and put on sackcloth. And
ESTHER called a eunuch and sent him to obtain news of

MARDOCHAEUS (mordecai), and to hear what had become
of him. And Esther made the man who had come to her

[with news] from mardochaeus (mordecai), to go back,

and she commanded him, saying, "Go and gather together the

Jews who are in susAn (shushAn) and tell them to fast and
eat not, and I and my maidens will fast." And one night God
drove slumber away from the king, and he made them fetch

the Book of the Prophets to read, and he read the praise of

B E S II 26



4o6 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

MARDOCHAEUS (mordecai). And he commanded hama
(haman) to pay honour to mardochaeus (mordecai).
And he commanded hama (haman) to make the king's sons

to array him in purple, and to set him upon a horse, and to

make a herald to go before him and proclaim [fol. 105 b i] that

he was the friend of the king. And for this reason hama
(haman) was jealous of mardochaeus (mordecai), and
he prepared for him a tree whereon to hang him. And after

three days, having finished her prayers, Esther put off the

garments of mourning, and put on glorious apparel, and came
to the king, and she did homage to him, and stood up facing

him. And the king said unto her, "What dost thou want, O
ESTHER?" And she said unto him, "If I have found favour

before the king, let my petition be granted unto me, for I and
my people are sold to death and destruction.'* And the king

said unto her, "Who hath dared to do this thing?" And
ESTHER said unto him, "The enemy is hama (haman)."
And when hama (haman) heard this he feared the king. And
when the king turned aside into the garden hama (haman)
bowed down at the feet of Esther to pay homage to her, and
when the king found him with her he was filled with wrath,

and he said unto him, " Wouldst thou force my wife in my own
house?" Then he commanded his soldiers to hang hama
(haman) upon the tree which he had prepared for mardo-
chaeus (mordecai), and thus he performed the prayer of

ESTHER. Salutation to Esther.
Salutation to 'aboli, whose head was cut off in a tank of

water.

[fol. 10562] Salutation to felhasius, the ascetic, basil,

who was hacked in pieces, and arius, who was sent into exile.

Salutation to the righteous fathers of the city of kadih
'ASWAN, who enriched the poor.

Salutation to thy birth, seeing that thy mother had long

remained barren, O takla haymanot, the sun who con-

quereth time, with whose praise the earth is filled from one

boundary to the other, and with whose righteousness heaven

is covered. [The above salutations are wanting in the Bodleian

MS.]
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And on this day also died Abba pawli who disputed with

Satan in the city of samer, which is called salonkeya
(thessalonica). Now the men thereof were kinsmen of

he ROD, and they were wicked; and they had the custom of

going into the bath the men and the women together. And
Abba PAWLI came to that city, now he had a young deacon

with him, and he found the people, both men and women, going

into the baths together on the Fourth Day of the week. And
when Abba pawli saw [this] he marvelled exceedingly, and
he said unto one of them, "Why do ye do this abominable

thing? " And the man said unto him, "As we consort with our

wives on our couches even so do we consort with them in the

bath." And when the night was come, and men were asleep,

Abba PAWLi began to pray to God with anguish of heart to

smite the people a severe blow. And when he had finished his

prayer he saw a black man coming [fol. 105 b 3] from the bath
house carrying a sword which was like fire. And Abba PAWLi
said unto him, "Who art thou and what dost thou seek?"

And the black man said unto him, " I am Satan. God hath sent

me, since thou didst ask Him for me." And Abba pawli said

unto him, " I beseech thee to tell me all thine error" ; and Satan

said unto him, "Ask me what thou wiliest." And Abba pawli
said unto him, "How dost thou find the means of entering into

man against God's Will? " And Satan said unto him, "We have
no power to enter into man as long as he walketh in the path of

God, nor into him that invoketh the Name of the Father and
the Son and the Holy Ghost, nor into those who receive the

Body and Blood of Christ in holiness"; and then Satan told

him all his error. And when Abba pawli looked about so that

he might remove himself from Satan, there was, as it were, a
flash of fire; and Abba pawli was terrified, but an angel of

God appeared and strengthened him. And on that day a stroke

of God descended and destroyed those who were in the bath
house, and all that were left [alive] were one man and five

women. And Abba pawli said unto them, "Why do ye do
this?" And they said unto him, "Our fathers commanded us
to go into the bath house, and to enjoy ourselves one day each
month with our women. We shut the doors, and extinguish

26-2
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the lamps, and lie with the woman on whom our hand hap-

peneth to fall." And Abba pawl! said unto them, ''Doth

anyone of you know his daughter or his sister?" And they

said unto him, "Certainly not, one doeth like the irrational

beast." And Abba pawli taught them the Faith of Christ,

and baptized them in the Name of the Father and the Son and

the Holy [fol. 106a i] Spirit, and administered to them the

Holy Mysteries. And he went into his cell, and finished his

fight, and departed to his God at a good old age. Salutation

to PAWLI, who made Satan to reveal to him the crafty and

deceitful means which he used in seducing the children of men.

And on this day also the holy and honourable Ignatius,

Archbishop of Antioch, became a martyr. This saint was the

disciple of the blessed john the evangelist, and he followed him

in preaching, and he went with him to many cities; and after

this, JOHN made him Archbishop of Antioch, and he preached

the doctrine which maketh alive therein. And he converted

many to the knowledge of God, and he baptized them with

Christian baptism, and he illumined them with knowledge,

and revealed unto them the error of those who worship idols.

And the pagans were wroth with him, and they accused him

before the Emperor TRAjANtheCAESAR, a heretic, and they

said unto him, "ignatius destroyeth the worship of thy

gods, and he teacheth the people and bringeth them into the

Christian Faith of Christ." And straightway trajan sent and

had him brought into his presence, and the emperor said unto

him, "Why hast thou done this, Ignatius? And why hast

thou destroyed the worship of my gods, and hath brought all

men to worship Christ?" And Ignatius said unto him, "If

thou wilt allow me, O emperor, I will bring thee also to the

[fol. 106a 2] worship of Christ, the God of all men, and I will

make thee His friend." And the emperor said unto him,

"Cease this talk, and offer sacrifice to the gods, and if thou

dost not do so I will torture thee very severely." And Saint

IGNATIUS said unto him, "O emperor, do whatsoever thou

wishest to me, for I will not worship thine unclean gods, and I

am not afraid of thy tortures, neither by thy fire nor by thy
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lions, and thou canst not separate me from the love of Christ,

the Living King." When the emperor heard this he was ex-

ceedingly wroth, and he commanded his soldiers to torture

him severely. And they tortured him with divers kinds of

tortures: they put burning coals of fire upon his hands, they

pinched him with tongs the claws of which had been made red-

hot in the fire, and they burnt his sides with red-hot pitch and

oil; and after this they sliced all his body into pieces with

butchers' knives made of iron. When those who were torturing

him were weary of inflicting tortures upon him, they cast him

into the prison house until they were able to do with him what

they wished; and he remained in the prison house for many
days. And then they remembered him and brought him out

and set him before the emperor, and the emperor said unto him,

"O IGNATIUS, if thou couldst see the gods thou wouldst be

pleased with their beauty." And the saint said unto him, "If

thou didst believe on Christ I could make thee to raise the dead,

and to heal the sick." And the emperor said unto him, "There

is no worship better than the worship of the sun." And the

saint said unto him, "How is it good to worship the sun, which

was created, and to forsake the Creator, Whose kingdom shall

never end?" And the emperor said unto him, "What thou

sayest is good, but thy transgression is not good, for thou hast

drawn all the people of Syria to the worship [fol. 106a 3] of

Christ." And the saint was wroth, and he said unto the emperor,

"Because I have drawn men away from the worship of idols,

and have brought them into the worship of Christ, the Creator

of the heavens and the earth. Who existed before the world,

thou art wroth with me, and dost command me to worship thy

gods and thine unclean idols ! I will not accept thy words, and
I will not sacrifice to Satans, but I will worship my God, Who
is indeed God, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit."

And straightway the emperor was wroth with him, and he com-
manded his soldiers to make two famished lions to attack him
so that nothing whatsoever of his body might remain. And
when Saint ignatius saw the lions drawing towards him, he

cried out with a loud voice and said unto the people, "Hear
my voice, O ye men of the city of Rome, who are gathered
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together here, know ye that I do not suffer this torture for the

sake of pride and arrogant boasting, but I suffer it patiently

for the sake of Jesus Christ, my Lord God. And behold, my

soul desireth that these lions shall chew me up like grain, for

my soul desireth to depart to my Lord Jesus Christ." And

when the emperor heard this he marvelled, and was frightened,

and said, *'How great is the patient endurance of these Chris-

tians under these tortures ! What pagan is there who would

have been able to endure such punishment as this for the sake

of the gods?" And when all the hons had come to the saint

they looked at him, and they stood still being frightened [of

him]. Then one of them smote with his paw the head of

the saint and clawed him, and straightway the saint delivered

up his soul into the hand of Christ his God, with joy, [fol.

1066 I] and his petition was fulfilled. And those lions were not

able to touch his body, for it was laid up in the city of Rome
' until the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and they took

it to a grave which was outside the city, with praise and singing.

Thus he finished nobly his martyrdom for the Name of our

Lord Christ, and the story of his fight hath been written so

that it may be profitable to him that readeth it. And those who

shall remember his name, and shall celebrate a festival in his

honour, in any place, he shall make intercession when they are

suffering tribulation, for he is the enemy of the Ufe of this

world. Salutation to IGNATIUS.

And on this day also died the holy father fulgosius,

Archbishop of the city of Antioch. This holy man married a

wife and begot a daughter, and then his wife died and he

assumed the garb of the monk ; and because of his virtues, and

his goodness, and his pleasing manners, and his asceticism, and

his gentleness God chose him to be Archbishop of the city of

Antioch. And having been appointed he tended the flock of

Christ carefully and well, and he protected it against the

Arian wolves, and the followers of macedonius, and the

Sabellian heretics. He lived the life of an angel in his archi-

episcopal office, [fol. 1066 2] and he did not possess a change

of apparel, and he had no money. And he finished his fight and
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pleased God, and died in peace. And Saint john of the Golden

Mouth praiseth him in his [Book of] Praisings and Discourses,

and made manifest therein his virtues and his righteousness.

Salutation to fulgosius, the devotee of God.

And on this day also died . . .
, in one day, even as the angel

told them. [Wanting in the Bodleian MS.]

XXV. Takhshash

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died JOHN kama (i.e. JOHN, the Black).

This holy man was from the city of sab R a, of the country of

MAN s i s (mA N s u RA h) in the north of Egypt , and his parents were

God-fearing believers; andthey hadno other son, and they wished

to rejoice in him in this world. And they married him to a

certain maiden against his will, and when he entered the bridal

bed-chamber he stood up as one who prayed frequently,

and he drew nigh to the maiden and said unto her, ''O my
sister, thou knowest that this world is a fleeting thing, and all

the lust thereof; wilt thou that we agree together to preserve

our bodies in purity?" And she answered and said unto him,

"God is my witness that I have never for a moment thought

of desire in my heart. I do not love marriage. My parents

forced me to [fol. 1066 3] marry thee against my will. And now,

behold, God hath fulfilled my petition." And they agreed to-

gether to preserve their virginity unsullied, and they Hved

together many days and they slept together, but kept their

virginity undefiled. And it came to pass that when they lay

down together the angel of God descended like a bird, and

covered them over with his wings. And because of their ex-

ceedingly great righteousness God made a vine to grow in their

house, which no man had planted, and it grew and mounted

up and overshadowed their heads, and their children (sic).

And it was a sign of their virginity and of their hoUness, for

this their action was above the nature of the children of men—
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two young people sleeping together and the desire of the flesh

never rising in their thoughts ! Who can go into the fire without

burning himself? They would not have done this unless the

help of God had protected them. And when their parents saw

that they had lived together for many days, and had begotten

no children, they thought that they had had no children

because they were too young. And after this john kama
said unto his wife, "O my sister, I want to go to the desert of

SCETE and become a monk, but I will do nothing without thy

consent." And she answered and said unto him, " Do what thou

wishest, and may God cause thee to be right, so far as I am
concerned." When she had said this JOHN took her and

placed her in a house of virgin nuns, and she became abbess,

and she performed signs and wonders and pleased God. And

when the saint went out to depart and to labour in the desert

[fol. 107^1] of SCETE, a man with a shining face appeared

unto him and asked him concerning his going forth. And

Saint JOHN kama said unto him, "If God be willing I wish to

become a monk." And the man with a shining face advised

him and said unto him, '*Go to the cell of Saint Abba darudi

of the monastery of Abba macarius, and live with the old

man Abba darudi, who will make thee a monk and teach

thee the path of the ascetic life." And the shining man walked

with JOHN KAMA, and comforted him until he came to the

house of Abba darudi; and when he entered the house Abba

DARUDI received him into it, and arrayed him in the garb of

the monk, and Abba john learned from him the Monastic

Rule and the way of righteousness until Abba darudi died.

When Abba darudi died the angel of God commanded Abba

JOHN KAMA to go to the west, to the city of Saint Abba

JOHN, the Short, and to build a habitation for himself there.

And he departed thither, and three hundred brethren gathered

together to him, and he arrayed them in the garb of the monk,

and they built a church and a tower (or, fortress), and he taught

them to pray and to sing hymns and psalms, and the Liturgy,

and the Praises of our Lady mary. One night when they were

standing in prayer at the time of midnight, at the praising of

our Lady mary, the apostolic Saint athanasius appeared
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unto him, and revealed unto him spiritual mysteries ; and from

that day they have mentioned the name of Saint athanasius

at the end of the prayer of the Three Children. Once our Lady

MARY appeared unto john kama, and said unto him, "This

place shall be my house for ever. And I will be with thy sons

[fol. 107 a 2] as I have been with thee, and my name shall be

given to this monastery" ; and the church was dedicated in the

name of our Lady mary, the God-bearer. Now there were

certain monasteries in Upper Egypt the monks of which wished

to be under the shadow of Saint Abba john kama, and they

sent a message to him asking him to come to them, so that he

might strengthen them in his Rule and Ordinances. And Abba

JOHN called one of his disciples whose name was sinoda

(sHENUTi), and he said unto him, ''Stand over the brethren

until I return "
; and that holy brother whose name was sinoda

(sHENUTi) stood on his feet, and he slumbered not, nor lay

on the ground, until Saint Abba john kama returned from

Upper Egypt; and he found him standing on his feet, which

had broken out in ulcers wherefrom the worms were

crawling. And Abba john kamA said unto him, "O my son

sinodA (shenuti), why hast thou done this thing? I com-

manded thee to stand over the brethren in my place, and to

inspect their works and their obedience." And sinodA

(shenuti) bowed down at his feet and said unto him, "Forgive

me, O my father, I have not done anything good." Then the

days drew nigh when God wished to give Abba john kamA
rest from the toil of this fleeting worid, and the saint wished

to depart to his everlasting habitation, which changeth not;

and he became a little sick and delivered up his soul into the

hand of God. Salutation to Abba john kamA. [fol. 107^3]

Salutation to Abba dArudi.

And on this day also died the maccabees in the kingdom

of the MiDiANiTES (?) and moabites. There was a king

whose name was sirusAdin who was devoted to evil, and

he boasted himself in the multitude of his horses, and the might

of the soldiers who were under his authority. And he had many

gods whom he worshipped and served, fifty of whom were in
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the form of men and twenty in the form of women; and he

used to sacrifice to themmorning and evening, and compel [other]

men to sacrifice to them. And there was a man of the tribe of

BENJAMIN whose name was *'maccabeus," and he had

three good, strong sons; one of them used to choke bears, and

kill them like chickens, and one of them used to kill a bear

with a single blow. And their names were " abya " and " sila"

and "pantos.'' And they possessed beauty and grace, but

best of all their beauty was the beauty of their hearts, for they

worshipped God, and feared not death. And the king said unto

them, "Ye are heretics; why do ye not offer sacrifice to my
gods and worship them?" And they answered him with one

voice, and said unto him, "We will neither offer sacrifice to

thy gods, nor worship them, but we will worship the Lord God,

Who is thy Creator, and Who made thee, and made thee to

reign over all His work so that thou mightest see His people in

integrity and righteousness. When He shall say unto thee,

'Leave this world,' wilt not thou have to leave it? And will

He not give thy glory to another, because thou hast made

thyself blind to the duties of governing which He hath com-

mitted to thee? For suddenly death shall come upon thee.

And at the Resurrection there shall be judgement, and the deeds

of men and of kings shall be enquired into. [fol. 1076 i] There

is nothing which shall give them honour, for at the punishment

and the judgement riches and poverty shall be alike. The

Judge is just, and the punishment is prepared, and the Books

shall be opened, and the deeds of men shall be made manifest,

and there shall be nothing which shall remain concealed and

unrevealed at the resurrection of the dead. Even the earth

shall give back what hath been committed to its care, and what

hath been laid upon it, even as a woman when her time for

bringing forth hath arrived cannot shut her womb when that

which is in her belly is about to go forth. Can any man compel

the clouds to gather up water when their Lord hath commanded
them to dropdown rain ? And they will shut up the souls of sinners

in houses of darkness, the darkness where there is weeping and

gnashing of teeth. And the souls of the righteous they will

take into the houses of light, wherein there is pleasure and
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never-ending joy. And at the resurrection of the dead [souls]

will be gathered from the four winds, and they shall be brought

by water, and by the dew, and by the sun, and by the heat,

and by the dust of the earth, and by the breath of the winds

;

and God will bring from His habitation the Spirit. And when

He summoneth them with one word they will all be gathered

together, and the resurrection will take place. And the Living

God, the Spirit of Life, will give the space of seven hands to

one grain, according to His will, and it shall shoot out its roots

into the earth, and sprout and burst into leaf above ground.

See that it be not dead, and unable to live at all." And when

the king heard this he commanded [his soldiers] to cast them

into a red-hot oven, and they did as the king commanded;

and these blessed and holy men entered it and dehvered up

their souls [fol. 10762] into the hand of God, their Lord.

And the angels met them with joy and gladness, and they took

them into the bosoms of Abraham, isaac and jacob, in

the Garden of Delight. And the king also commanded the

soldiers to cast their bodies into the sea, and they did so, but

the sea would not swallow them, because the Spirit of God was

with them. And he also commanded them to cast their bodies

to the wild beasts, and they did so, but neither the wild beasts

nor the birds would touch them; and the eagles and other birds

hovered over them and protected the bodies for fourteen days.

And their bodies sparkled like the foot {i.e. rays) of the sun,

and like a tabernacle of light. Salutation to the five {sic)

MACCABEES.

And on this day also are commemorated nicolaus, the

governor, and his believing wife, and daniel, the Less, the

monk and spiritual fighter.
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XXVI. Takhshash

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint anastasia became a martyr. This

spiritual fighter was from the city of Rome; [fol. 10763] her

father was a worshipper of idols, and her mother was a Christian,

who as soon as the child was bom, had her baptized secretly

with Christian baptism and without her father's knowledge;

for had he known it would have been impossible to baptize

her. And her mother reared her piously, and each day and each

night she suckled her on Christian doctrine, and at length she

brought her into the True Faith, and no one was able to change

her belief. When she had grown up and had reached the age

for marriage her father gave her in marriage to a man who was

an infidel like himself, and she hated him exceedingly, and had

no wish whatsoever to consort with him. And she pretended

to be ill, and she was always putting forward the pretexts which

women are wont to use when they want to avoid union with

their husbands. She would frequently dress herself in soiled

and wretched apparel, wishing by these means to make him to

hate the sight of her, so that he might not have the desire to

have union with her, and that, perhaps, he might separate

from her altogether. And she prayed and entreated our Lord

Jesus Christ very often to remove her from him quickly. And
when her husband would leave his house to go to his work, she

used to go out likewise, and pass into the streets and visit the

believers of the True Faith who were shut up in prison, and

minister unto them, and give them what they needed. When
her husband knew this he made her prisoner in his house, and

he shut the door upon her that she could not go out, and she

prayed to God often with tears, and sorrow, and groans, to

release her from her husband's hand ; and God heard her petition,

and received her groanings, and destroyed her husband straight-

way; and when her husband died she rejoiced in his death

exceedingly. Then she rose up forthwith and gave all her goods

to the [fol. 108 a i] poor and the needy, and the prisoners, and
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the confessors, and those who fought the spiritual fight. And

the governor of the city heard the report of her, and sent a

messenger to her to bring her to him, and he brought her; and

the governor questioned her concerning her Faith, and she

confessed before him that she was a Christian. And the governor

spake many words unto her; and made her many promises in

order to make her abandon her good counsel, but she refused

[so to do]. When she would not obey him, the governor tortured

her very severely, and when he was weary of torturing her he

ordered his soldiers to sink her in the sea, and they drowned

her; but straightway God raised her up out of the sea alive

and uninjured. When the governor heard that she was alive,

he commanded the soldiers to lay her down on the ground

between four pegs, and to tie her to the pegs, and to beat her

with stripes which caused agonizing pains, and they did to her

even as he commanded; but no harm whatsoever came to her.

Then he commanded them to cast her into a pit of fire, which

was prepared for her, and she delivered up her soul into the

hand of God, and entered the kingdom of the heavens. Saluta-

tion to ANASTASIA who rejected idols.

And on this day also is commemorated Saint juliana the

martyr.

XXVII. Takhshash

[fol. I08fl2] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint 'absadi the bishop became a martyr.

When the Emperor diocletian heard the report of the

great Bishops Abba 'absadi and Abba hellanicus, of

Upper Egypt, and that they were confirming the Christians m
the True Faith of our Lord Christ, and were destroying the

worship of idols, he sent messengers and had them brought to

him, and he tortured them very severely. And Saint Abba

'absadi asked the imperial messenger to wait for him one day.

Then he prepared the Eucharist, and administered to the

people the Holy Mysteries, and he commanded them to hold

fast to the True Faith, and he embraced them and went forth
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from them, and delivered his soul into the hand of God. And

the messenger took him to arian us, the governor of the city

of ANTINOE. And when the messenger saw the face of Abba

'absadi, he marvelled at his appearance and his dignity, and

he was sorry [for him], and said unto him, ''Thou art a man of

dignity; take pity on thyself and hearken to the voice of the

emperor/' And the saint answered and said unto him, "I will

not hearken to the command of the emperor, the infidel, and

I will not exchange the kingdom of heaven for life in this

transitory world"; and there were many words between them,

but Saint 'absadi would not turn from his good counsel. And

then the governor commanded the soldiers to torture him on

the wheel, [and they did so] ; and they cast him into a red-hot

oven, and also into the furnace which heated the baths; and

Saint Abba 'absadi endured all these tortures patiently, and

God raised him up uninjured. Then [fol. io8a 3] the governor

commanded them to cut off his head with the sword. And when

the saint heard this he rejoiced with a great joy, and he put on

his priestly vestments, and he stretched out his neck and they

cut off his glorious head, and he received the crown of martyr-

dom in the kingdom of the heavens. Salutation to 'absad!

and HELLANicus, Bishops of Upper Egypt.

Salutation to the endurance of Abba bag'u, who laid a ban

upon water for seventy years.

Salutation to phi lip the virgin, who by fasting and the

spiritual fight reduced himself to skin and bone. [The last two

salutations are wanting in the Bodleian MS.]

XXVIII. Takhshash

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is commemorated the festival of the nativity

of our Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ in the flesh, of our holy

Lady the Virgin mary. Now our God by the operation of

His wisdom commanded that a decree should go forth from
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AUGUSTUS CAESAR, the cmperor, that all the people should be

numbered, and their names written down; and because of this

JOSEPH went up from Nazareth, and the Virgin mary [fol.

1086 i] was with him, to Jerusalem so that his name and her

name might be written down. And he was of the tribe of

JUDAH, and of the house of david, for the home of david
was in Bethlehem, even as the Holy Gospel saith. And when
they had arrived there, the day of her bringing forth came, and
she brought forth her first-born Son, and she wrapped Him up
in His swathings, and laid Him in a manger, because there was
no room in their abode. And there were shepherds in that place

keeping vigil, and tending their flocks. And the angel of God
stood by them, and the glory of God rose upon them, and they

feared with a great fear. And the angel said unto them, ''Fear

not, for behold I tell you tidings of great joy which shall be for

you and all nations. Behold, there is born unto you this day a

Saviour, Who is Christ God the Blessed, in the city of david.
And the sign of this is that ye shall find the Child tied up in

His swathings and l5dng in a manger." And forthwith there

came with that angel multitudes of the hosts of heaven, and
they praised God, saying, ''Glory (or praise) to God in the

heavens, and peace on the earth to the children of men [is]

His pleasure." And the angels passed away from them and went
up into the heavens. And the shepherds said among themselves,

"Let us depart and go to Bethlehem, so that we may know this

thing which God hath made known unto us." And they

departed quickly, and they found mary and Joseph, and
the Child lying in a manger, and the place where he was shone

with light. When they saw they knew that the words which
[the angel] had spoken unto them concerning the Child [fol.

1086 2] were true, and they worshipped the Child, and returned

to their places praising God and giving thanks unto Him. And
they related to everyone what they had seen and heard, ac-

cording to what had been told to them. Glory to our Lord God
and Redeemer Jesus Christ for ever and ever. Amen.

And on this day also one hundred and fifty men and four and
twenty women became martyrs. These people came from the
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city of AN TIN OE and they were infidels. When the governor

of ANTINGE tortured Saint paul the Syrian, the martyr,

these people watched Saint paul the Syrian whilst he was being

martyred. And straightway the governor commanded the

soldiers to make iron nails red-hot in the fire, and to gouge out

the eyes of Saint PAUL therewith; and when they had done

this they gouged out his eyes, and cast him into the prison

house. And the people came to him to see him again, and his

eyes could see, for our Lord Christ had healed them, and he

appeared as one who had not suffered any pain whatsoever,

even as they themselves could testify. And when those men

and women saw this miracle, they marvelled exceedingly, and

they knew that their idols could not perform such a miracle as

this, and that God Who had created them, the Creator of

creation, was the God who had healed the two eyes of paul.

And they all cried out with one voice, saying, '* We are Christians,

and we openly confess the God of Saint paul.'' Then they

drew nigh unto Saint paul and bowed down at his feet, and

besought him to pray on their behalf. And he lifted them up,

and blessed them, and said unto them, '*God shall accept your

trust, and shall [fol. 1086 3] number you among the martyrs";

and they went to the governor and confessed our Lord Christ

before him. And he commanded the soldiers to cut off their

heads with the sword, and they cut them off, and these men

and women received crowns of martyrdom in the kingdom of

the heavens. Salutation to the festival whereon Christ was bom.

Salutation to Abraham, isaac and jacob.

Salutation to the men and women who were of the company

of PAUL the martyr.

I. ^
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XXIX. TAkhshash

[fol. 109a: l] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

And on this day is celebrated the greatest of all festivals, the

honourable, and great, and holy festival of the birth of

our Lord Christ, of the holy Virgin mar v. Now our fathers,

the doctors of the Church, are at one in their opinion that the

festival of the Holy Nativity should be celebrated on two days,

for the Nativity took place in the last part of the night of the

twenty-eighth day, and in the first part of the twenty-ninth '

day. When Paguemen (i.e. the intercalary month) hath six

[days], in that year the festival of the Nativity shall be on the
eight and twentieth day ; but if Paguemen hath five [days] the
festival of the Nativity shall be on the nine and twentieth day.
And the [doctors] have ordained and commanded that the
festival of the Nativity shall be celebrated two days, for it is the
chief of the holy festivals. And the Holy Gospel saith, "And
our Lord Jesus was bom in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of

HEROD. And behold there came wise men from the country
of the East, and they came into Jerusalem, saying, ' Where is

He Who is bom King of the Jews? for we have seen His star,

and have come to worship Him '

" (Matthew ii, i, 2). Now these
wise men were of the family of Balaam, and they were diviners,

and astrologers, and they watched the stars, and held converse
with them. And it was written in their books and in the books
of BALAAM, that Christ, the King of the Jews, was to be bom,
for he saith, "A star shall rise from jacob and a king from
Israel'' (Numbers xxiv, 17). And God in the operation of His
wisdom made these diviners to understand, and he made those
who were astrologers to believe in Him. And He shewed them
this star, and when they saw it they rejoiced, for its appearance
was different in very many respects from that of the other
stars. Now its appearance was this : That star had the form of
a virgin embracing a child in her bosom, and it travelled from
left to right, and it travelled by day, and disappeared by night.

When the wise men travelled, the star travelled ; and when they

B£S II 27
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stood still it stood still. And it was visible to them in one place,

and was hidden from them in another. When they came into

Jerusalem [fol. loga 2] it became hidden, and when it was

hidden from them they were exceedingly sorry, and did not

know what to do. And then they came into Jerusalem and

asked for Him that had been bom. And the number of those

diviners was three thousand, and their kings were three, and

each of them had one thousand and seventy horses. And

when HEROD heard about the diviners who had come to

Jerusalem on account of the King Who had been bom, he was

dismayed and was afraid for his kingdom., for he heard from

the Jews about him, that the Messiah would be bom in the

flesh. And he gathered together all the chief priests, and the

scribes of the people, and he said unto them, "Where is the

Messiah to be bom? " And they said unto him, ''In Bethlehem

of Judea, for even thus is it written in the prophet
:

' And thou

Bethlehem, in the land of Ephratah, thou shalt not be for ever

the least important and smallest of the principalities of Judah,

for in thee shall be bom and go forth a king and a govemor who

shall supervise My people Israel'" (Matthew ii, 6). Then

HEROD summoned unto him the diviners by themselves in

secret, and he enquired carefully of them the day when the

star appeared unto them. And he sent them to Bethlehem,

saying, ''When ye have departed enquire carefully about the

Child and where He is bom, and when ye have found Him

come back to me, and tell me so that I may come and worship

Him." Now these words came from him with deceit, for when

the wise men had found Him, he determined to kill Him. And

when the wise men heard these words from the king, they

departed, and that star which they had seen in the East [fol.

109 a 3] guided them until it brought them to the cave, and it

stood over the cave where the Child was ; and when they saw

Him they rejoiced with great joy. And by the Will of God

JOSEPH and mary and the Child our Lord Jesus, went out

that day to the cave, and at length the diviners found them

;

for our Lord Christ was reared only at Nazareth. And it was

two years after He was bom when the diviners came to Him,

and when they entered the cave they found the Child with
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MARY His mother, and they fell down and worshipped Him,

and they embraced Him, and they opened their treasures and

brought and gave Him the gold which was His tribute, for He
was a king, and incense because He was God, and myrrh, which

was a symbol of His life-giving death. And [the angel] appeared

unto them again and told them in a dream not to go back to

HEROD, but to depart by another road and journey to their

own country. And they departed and became preachers and

announcers of the appearance of God in the flesh. Concerning

this day isaiah the prophet prophesied, saying, "Behold,

a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and she shall call his

name Emmanuel which is, being interpreted, God with us"

(Isaiah vii, 14). And concerning this virgin the prophet eze-

KiEL prophesied, saying, " I saw the door of the East. And God
said unto me : This shall be a means of exit. None shall enter

through it, and none besides the Lord God of Israel shall go

out therefrom" (Ezekiel x, 19). And concerning this virgin

DANIEL the prophet saith, "I saw as it were the Son of man,

and a cloud came until it reached the Ancient of Days. [fol.

1096 i] And it drew nigh unto Him and ascribed to Him do-

minion, and sovereignty, and honour, and it made all the people

and all the nations worship Him, and His dominion was an

everlasting dominion, and there was no end to His kingdom"

(Daniel vii). And isaiah the prophet also saith, "God ap-

peared unto me from Zion, having covered Himself with a

covering of flesh like unto myself, and He said unto me. Behold

the flesh which I will take from the seed of david, the son of

JESSE." And ISAIAH the prophet also saith, "Behold, I will

assuredly make a new heaven and a new earth, and I will dwell

in them with those I love, and they shall rejoice for ever."

And also, "God will make a rod from the root of j esse to bud,

and He will put wisdom, and knowledge, and power therein,

and he shall do justice to the poor, and he shall smite the earth

with the word of his mouth, and he shall slay the perverse with

the spirit of his lips." And isaiah the prophet also saith, "I

will set my son to be a sign for the nations, and he shall rule

over them, and they shall believe on him and put their trust

in him, and he shall be for rest and glory, and the earth shall be

27-a
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full of the knowledge of God/' And isaiah also saith, "For
unto us a Child is bom, unto us a Son is given. His dominion

shall be upon His swathings, and His name shall be called,

Great, Counsellor, Almighty God, Governor, King of Peace,

Everlasting Father Who shall come/' And jeremiah the

prophet saith, ''Thus saith the Lord: In those days great light

shall rise up for david, and he shall set judgement and in-

tegrity in the earth. And God [fol. 1096 2] shall deliver those

who believe on Him, from Judah and Israel.'* And elisha
the prophet saith, **God shall come down from heaven, and

shall walk about in the market-places of the children of Israel,

and He shall teach the people righteousness, and all nations

shall be in submission unto Him, except the nation of the alien

sons of ABRAHAM." And NEHEMIAH prophesied, saying,

"God shall come in my own appearance, and His raiment shall

be as is my raiment." And joel the prophet prophesied,

saying, "I see the virgin daughter of the tribe of judah and

of the seed of david become a seat for God, and she shall

bum like fire. And I asked the Cherubim concerning her, and

I said unto him, 'Who is this [virgin] ?
' And he said unto me,

'This is the virgin, the seat of God, chosen from among the sons

of ADAM, and by her He shall redeem the abominable nations,

and she shall be a helper and a support of him that shall believe

on her.'" And david saith in the Psalms, "The Great God
said unto me : Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten Thee.

Ask Me, I will give Thee the nations for an inheritance, and Thy
rule shall be to the ends of the earth. Thou shalt rule them with

a rod of iron, and like the vessel of the potter thou shalt smash
them. And now, O kings, get ye understanding, and be ad-

monished all ye who judge the earth. Serve ye God with fear,

and rejoice in Him with trembling; strengthen wisdom so that

God may not be wroth, and that ye may not perish from the

way of righteousness. Blessed be all those who put their trust

in Him" (Psalm ii). And the prophet also saith in the ClXth
Psalm, "I begot Thee in the womb before the Morning [foL

1096 3] Star. God hath sworn, and He will not repent. Thou
art a priest for ever according to the office (or position) of

melchisedek" (Psalm ex, 3, 4). As he revealed unto
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ABRAHAM a ram in the thicket, and as water poured out of the

rock in the desert, and as the dry rod of Aarcn sprouted and
blossomed, and as the she-ass of Balaam spake, and as water

poured out from the jawbone of an ass into the hands of

SAMSON the giant, and water and honey from the bones of a lion,

and as the fire burned in the bush before moses, and the bush
was not consumed, even so did our Lady, the holy Virgin mar y,

bring forth our Lord Jesus Christ. And the fire of His Godhead
did not consume the Virgin mary. Salutation to Thy Birth,

O Lamp of the darkness.

And on this day also was born joshua, the judge, of the

house of ephraim, who became the salvation of the children

of Israel against the attacks of their enemies, just as the Birth

of our Lord became the salvation of adam and his children.

Now formerly the name of joshua was "hose'a," but when
God delivered the children of Israel from Amalek by his help,

he was called "iyasus," that is to say, "Saviour" (or "Re-
deemer"). After the death of moses God chose him to be

judge over Israel, [fol. iioa i] and he delivered them from
slaughter by alien nations, and made them to inherit their

land; then he died in peace and inherited the kingdom of

heaven.

" The kings of sA b A and Arabia shall bring gifts with entreaty,

and the kings of the Islands and of Tarshish shall bring in

presents" (Psalm Ixxii, 10). Hath come, hath come david,
the king, was said of old by the little virgin who brought him
forth. [Omitted in the BocUeian MS.]

Salutation to Thy Birth, O consuming Fire.

Salutation to your blood which was shed, O ye martyrs of

'akmim (akhmim). [Omitted in the Bodleian ms.]

Salutation to the blessed kuoril, master of three camels,

[kuoril the camel man, of the city of samanud,] and Abba
_ A A.

GIZE.
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And on this day also are commemorated jacob (james)

and PiLfis (piLSEs), and Theodore, the martyrs.

And on this day also died 'akaryos (abgar), King of

ROHA (edessa). The kingdom of this saint was in the country

of Syria, which is called ''saranin,'* and in the city of rohA
(edessa), and he was a worshipper of idols, and a paralytic,

and [although] he had given [much] money to the physicians

[fol. no a 2] they could not heal him. And when he heard of

the works of our Lord, and the miracles which He performed,

and how He healed the sick, and cast out devils, and opened

the eyes of the blind, and raised the dead, he sent a letter to

Him, saying, ''Peace be unto thee, O God, Who hast appeared

in Jerusalem, in the flesh of men. And peace be unto Thy
Father Who hast sent Thee down without Thy being separated

from Him. And peace be unto the Holy Spirit, Who hath

whispered in my mind that Thou art His Messiah, and His

equal. Peace be unto Thee, O Thou Who wast begotten in

virginity, without the seed of man. And peace be unto those

who have believed on Thee. I believe on Thee, and I have

turned from the worship of idols to the worship of Thee. Come
to me that Thou mayest be King over me, and make my city

Thy home (?), and heal my sickness, and cleanse my impurity.

What matter the Jews to Thee? They spit upon Thy Name,

and they hurt Thee; they are a nation of men of perverted

counsel. If in times of old they did not believe on Thee when
Thou didst bring them out of Egypt, by working mh-acles, and

didst feed them with manna for forty years (?), and they mur-

mured against Thee so much that Thou didst deliver them over

to destruction, how much less will they believe on Thee when
they see Thee clothed in the flesh of earth, which hungereth

and thirsteth? Dost Thou imagine that their evil disposition

will shew itself differently because Thou art learned in hidden

things? " And these and such like things did the King of rohA
(edessa) send to Him in writing. And when the messengers

came to our Lord, He knew what was in their hearts, and He
told them what was in the letter before they spoke to Him.

And then He took a piece of white cloth and wiped His face
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thereon, and the exact form and features of His face remained

impressed on that cloth, and [fol. no a 3] He sent it with

THADDEUS, His disciple, [to the King of rohA (edessa),]

saying, ''Take this picture of My Person, and it shall fulfil for

thee all thy wants, and it shall heal thee of thy sickness, and

shall bless thy city, and direct thy kingdom rightly. I have

tested this picture in fire and in water to see if it would change,

[but it did not].'' And when the messengers came to 'akAryos
(abgar) they gave him the picture, and he put it in the fire

and in water, and neither harmed it. And the city of rohA
(edessa) believed in it, and in its divine authority, and it

worked miracles innumerable. And the king was healed of his

sickness and died in peace that day. Salutation to 'akAry6s
(abgar), to whom our Lord sent an indestructible portrait of

Himself.

And on this day also died kuoril, the camel man. This

holy man was from the city of samnud, and he devoted him-

self to fasting and to prayers, and God gave him the knowledge

of mysteries, and of things that were hidden. And he had

three camels which he worked according to his needs, and he

used to load them with what he required from the flax fields

which he possessed. And he had a certain man, who was one

of the men of farAgun, and who was a chief priest of the

shrine of our Lady mary of that city, and his father had held

the [same] office before him; and this church possessed much

money which had been given thereto by kings and governors.

And he used to [fol. nob 1] have charge of the treasury which

was hidden, and the bishop and he who was under him, that

is to say, this chief priest, knew the amount of treasure therein

;

and then, suddenly, without uttering a word to his son, he died.

When the bishop heard of his death he came to the church and

demanded the money from his son, who said, ''I do not know

where the treasury is, and my father, whom the hand of death

hath snatched away suddenly, hath never told me." When
the bishop heard this he was wroth and he wished to torture

him, and the man said to the bishop, *' Wait until I have looked

for the place where the treasure is, and if I do not find it do
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with me what thou wilt " ; and to this the bishop agreed, and
fixed a time. And the young man went into his house and told
his wife all the trouble. And she said unto him, ''Put thy trust
in God, and go to the monks, the fathers of Dabra Abba
MAKARA, and ask them and their neighbours for they will tell

thee.'' And when he had arrived there he asked the monks
with tears to make themselves masters of [his] sorrow; and
not one of them could tell him anything. Then a certain solitary
made a sign to him, and said unto him, "Go to samnud, and
enquire for kuoril an owner of camels, and tarry with him,
and he will tell thee [where it is].*' And when he had come into
the city of samnud, and enquired for kuoril, the people
told him [where he was] ; and when he arrived there he found
him in his house and his three camels were with him. As soon
as KUORIL saw him, he knew by the Spirit everything, and
what he wanted, and then he brought him into his dwelling
and offered him food. And the young man said unto him, "O
my father, I cannot eat until I have finished my errand " ; and
KUORIL said unto him, "Thine errand shall be fulfilled." And
after supper [fol. iio^> 2] each man went to sleep in his abode.
And at midnight kuoril the camel man saw a vision of that
man standing by his camels, and when he bowed the man bowed
with him, and when he prayed the man prayed with him. And
on the morrow he took his camels into the desert to load them
with the flax which he needed, and that man [of the dream]
went with him to help him. When they arrived in the fields

kuoril took one camel to load him with flax, and that man
took the second camel to load him, but he put a load on the
camel's back which was beyond his capacity to carry, and
overloaded him very much indeed; and when the animal
wanted to raise his load he was unable to move. And that
man took a stick to beat him, but the camel cried out in human
speech, saying, "O my father kuoril, do not let this man
ill-treat me; he hath loaded me beyond what is right for me."
And KUORIL came and lightened the weight of the camel's
load, and he said unto that man, "O my son, why didst thou
load him with a weight heavier than he could carry? Wouldst
not thou be sorry if one laid a heavy load upon thee, and a

i
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labour which thou couldst not perform? " And then when they
came into their abode he asked him about his sorrow so that

he might tell him and reveal to him the place of the treasure

;

and having made him to swear that he would not repeat his

words to anyone else, he said unto him, "There is at the east

end of the church a little box, and therein is the treasure."

And when the young man went into his house, he told his wife,

and they went together to that place and found there a treasure

the like whereof in quantity doth not exist in the treasuries of

kings; and he told the bishop, who took charge of it. [fol.

1 10 ft 3] Salutation to the blessed kuoril.

And on this day also the men of 'akmim (akhmim) became
martyrs. They were gathered together in the church on the

festival of the Nativity, which is to be praised ! and they were
performing the service of the consecration of the Offering, and
they saw our Lord sitting upon the Tabot (i.e. tabernacle)

administering the Holy Mysteries to the people. And whilst

they were enjoying this happiness arianus came and attacked
them, and he entered the church and seized the two prefects

of the city whose names were behwafA and wen in, and cut

off their heads with the sword. After that he slew the deacons,
and the sub-deacons, and those who sang (i.e. the choir), and
the steward of the church, and he left not alive neither woman
nor child; and he slew so many that the blood ran out of the
door of the church and along the road for a distance of twenty
cubits. And Abba venudius, the bishop, and dioscurus,
and SACLABius (sic) and his brethren who were with them,
arianus took with him bound in fetters. And behold the
memorial of their martyrdom is written in the section for the
First Day of the month of Ter. Salutation to your blood, O ye
martyrs of 'akmim (akhmim), which was shed mercilessly.
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XXX. Takhshash

[fol. III«l] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

And on this day died the honourable father, Abba JOHN,
Abbot of the desert of scete. When this saint was made abbot

of the monastery of Saint macarius the Church flourished.

And he was the father of many saints, among them being Abba
ga'argi, and Abba Abraham, the great stars, and Abba
MiNAS, Bishop of the city of tamuz, and Abba zacharias
of s£ha, the bishop, and of many others who were like unto

them ; and he was the asylum of many souls. And many times

when he was administering the Sacrament to his people, both
the sinner and the righteous man were revealed to him, and
after, he saw our Lord Jesus Christ and His holy angels above
the altar. One day he saw a certain priest whose deeds were
evil as he was coming to the church, and there were many
unclean spirits surrounding him, and they had made a bridle

(or gag) for his mouth; but before he could enter the church,

the angel of God came forth from the altar, and drove them
away from him with a sword of fire. And when that priest

came in and put on the vestments of the priesthood to celebrate

the Eucharist, the whole of him became like unto fire, and he

consecrated the Offering and administered the Holy Mysteries

to the people. And having put off the priestly vestments, and
the adornments worn for the Eucharist, he went out of the

church, and those black, unclean spirits returned to him, and
treated him as before. And [fol. ma 2] Abba john told this

story to the brethren when he was informing them that there

is no difference between the priest who is a sinner and the priest

who is a righteous man at the time of the administration of the

Eucharist, because through the faith of the people the bread

becometh His Body, and [the wine] His honourable Blood.

And he spake to them in a parable, saying that the matter is

like unto the seal of the emperor wherewith they stamp iron

and gold, but the seal remaineth unchanged ; even so is it with

the priests, for one is not different [from the other], but God
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will reward each priest according to his work. And a great

tribulation came upon this holy man, for the pagan barbarians

carried him away captive to their own country, and they held

him a close prisoner; and he lived with them for many years,

and they afflicted him sorely the whole time; and then our

Lord Jesus Christ restored him to his own monastery. Before

his departure from earth, the time of which he knew, he gathered

together the brethren and commanded them to keep the pre-

cepts of the Holy Gospel, and to walk according to the course

of the holy fathers, so that they might receive with him a

portion and a heritage in the kingdom of the heavens; and then

he became a little sick. And he saw the company of the saints

who came to carry away his soul, and he rejoiced with a great

joy, and he delivered up his soul into the hand of God. And he

died in peace, and the brethren carried him into the holy church

of the community, and they buried him and sang many psalms

and dirges as they did so ; and because of their love and affection

for him they cut strips off from the cloths wherein he was

swathed, and these strips became a means of healing every sick

person, whatsoever might be his sickness. And this father

lived ninety years. And the place where he lived existeth to

this day, and it is called [fol. ma 3] begbig. Salutation to

JOHN, chief of the desert of scete.

And on this day also kerion (gorion ?) and Philemon,
officers of the army of arianus, and forty soldiers with them
became martyrs. The cause of their martyrdom was this : When
they saw the miracles which were performed by the martyrs

dioscurus, and aklabius, and Abba venudius, nobles of

'akmim (akhmim), they cast away their military equipment,

and they cried out, saying, "We are Christians and we believe

on Christ." And the governor commanded his soldiers to cast

them into a red-hot oven, and in this way they finished their

martyrdom. And when those who were gathered together

about them saw them, many of them cast themselves into the

oven, none forcing them to do so.

And on this day also died Saint john of likos (lykus).
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This holy man fought the spiritual fight from his youth up, and
as soon as he had adopted the garb of the monk, the gift of
prophecy was given to him; and he healed the sick, and the
report of him was heard in all the land. And there was a certain
governor (or noble) who visited Abba john frequently, and
his wife used to urge him and adjure him to take her to Saint
JOHN, and he said unto her, "The saint hath not looked upon
the face of [fol. 111b i] a woman for forty years." And the
governor went and told Abba john what his wife had said to
him, and Abba john said unto him, "With God's good plea-
sure I will fulfil her desire for her." And that night Saint john
appeared unto the woman in a dream, and he said unto her,
"What hast thou to do with me, O wife, who dost seek to see
the face of me, a sinner? I am neither a righteous man nor a
prophet. Henceforward seek not to see my face"; and having
said this he prayed over her and blessed her. And on the fol-

lowing morning the woman told her husband how the saint
had visited her in the spirit, and she described to him his face
and form, and she sent him to him with words of praise and
gratitude. And when the saint saw her husband he smiled and
he said unto him, "Have I not fulfilled the desire of thy wife
for her, and visited her? " And when her husband heard him
he marvelled exceedingly at his virtues and righteousness.
And Abba john lived a life of strenuous spiritual fight for a
period of ninety years, and then died in peace. Salutation to
JOHN who put from him the sight of a woman during his Hfe.

And on this day also died Abba zacharias, the fighter.
Before he became a monk, when this holy man was journeying
along the road, some barbarians rose up against him, and
seized him and wanted to kill him. And by the Will of God an
abbot happened to be passing along that road at the time, and
he cried out to them, and they, [fol. 1116 2] thinking that the
soldiers were pursuing them, took to flight, being afraid, and
as they were fleeing they were drowned in the river. And
ZACHARIAS bemg delivered from slaughter took their goods,
and came into the city to sell them, and the governor of the
city believing him to be a thief commanded his soldiers to kill

FOURTH MONTH—TAKHSHASH (DEC. 7-JAN. 5) 433

him, but as soon as he learned his business he let him go. Then
ZACHARIAS went to the monastery of Abba pachomius,
and he put on the garb of the monastic life; and he devoted
himself to fasting and prayer, with such strenuousness that
Satan became envious of him, and having disguised himself,
and assumed the form of his father, he appeared to him by night.
And he said unto him, "My departure draweth nigh, come and
bury me "

; and the saint thinking that it was true went to his
father, and finding him alive, knew that it was a device of Satan.
And he returned to his habitation, and shut his door, and he
continued to fight against Satan until he prevailed. And on
the day of Hosannah he went to the abbot and asked him to
give him leave to go to Jerusalem. And on the following day
he found three shining men waiting for him, and he went with
them. Then the abbot went to look at his cell, and he found
three huge serpents gliding about on the ground, and being
afraid of them he called out the name of zacharias three
times. And when he turned towards the serpents they spoke
unto him in human speech, saying, "O abuna, where hath our
brother zacharias gone, who feedeth us?" Then the abbot
gave them food. And Abba zacharias returned to his cell,

and he continued his strenuous fight and died in peace, [fol!

Ill 6 3] Salutation to zacharias who fed three serpents.

And on this day also the people of Ethiopia commemorate
the CHILDREN OF BETHLEHEM whom HEROD the wickcd
slew; now the history of them is written in the section for the
third day of the month of Ter. Salutation to each of the children
of two winters (i.e, two years old).

Here endeth the Histories of the blessed month of Takhshash
by the good pleasure of God, and by the Will of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and by the favour of the Holy Spirit Paraclete.
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(JAN. 6-FEB. 5)

[fol. 112 a i] The first day of the blessed month Ter containeth

ten hours, and then this period increaseth.

I. T£r

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Stephen, the apostle, archdeacon and proto-

martyr, became a martyr. This holy man, as the Book of the

Acts of the Apostles testifieth, was full of grace, and of the Holy

Spirit, and of power, and he used to perform signs and miracles

among the people. And the Jews were envious of him, and

they seized him and brought him into their synagogue, and they

said, *'We found him blaspheming God and moses, and saying

that Jesus shall change the Law of moses, and shall overthrow

this holy place." And those who were sitting round in the

Sanhedrin looked at the face of the blessed Stephen, and saw

that it was like unto the face of an angel of God. And they said

unto him, ''Is this thing true which is said concerning thee?

"

And the saint answered and said unto them in a loud voice,

"Hear ye, O our fathers and brethren. The God of praise

appeared unto our father Abraham in the country between

the rivers (Mesopotamia), before he had left Harran, and He

said unto him. Get thee out from thy country and from thy

kindred, and come into the land which I will shew thee; and

he went forth from Harran as God commanded/' And again

God commanded him to speak, and then Stephen talked to

them about the birth of isaac, and concerning jacob and his

sons, how they sold Joseph, and how Joseph knew his

brethren when he was chief. And Saint Stephen talked with

them until [he came to] the building of the sanctuary. And

then he lifted up his voice and said unto them, [fol. 112 a 2] "O
ye stiff-necked men, ye dense of heart, at all times do ye resist
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the Holy Spirit, even as did your fathers who persecuted the

prophets who prophesied, and who preached concerning Christ,

Whom ye killed, and Who hath risen from the dead.'* And
when they heard this they gnashed their teeth upon him. And
Saint STEPHEN being full of faith, and of the Holy Spirit,

looked up to heaven, and he saw the glory of God, and Jesus

Christ at the right hand of God His Father, and he said unto

them, "Behold, I see heaven open, and Jesus standing on the

right hand of God His Father.'* And when they heard [this]

they shut their ears, and took him that they might stone him

with stones, and they deposited their apparel with saul, that

is to say paul. And they took Stephen outside the city,

and stoned him, and he prayed to God on their behalf, and he

knelt down on his knees and said, "Receive my soul unto

Thyself, O God." And he said, "Let not this sin be reckoned

unto them" ; and he was like unto his Lord. And when he had

said this he died, and certain believing men came and carried

away the body of the saint, and they lamented for him with a

great lamentation, and buried him. Salutation to Stephen.

And on this day also Saint [fol. 112a 3] lavendius (leon-

Tius ?) became a martyr. This saint lived in the days of the

Emperor maximianus, the infidel, in the country of S5n:ia.

When the Emperor heard about him, and knew that he was a

fighter of the spiritual fight, and that he worshipped God, he

sent and had him brought before him. And he offered him very

much money, and tried to persuade him to forsake the worship

of God, and to serve his idols. And Saint lavendius (leon-

Tius ?) laughed at him and spurned his gifts, and his money,

and his honours, and despised his punishments, and cursed his

unclean gods. And straightway the Emperor was wroth ex-

ceedingly, and he commanded his soldiers to hang him up on

the wheel, and to torture him severely; and they did to him as

the emperor commanded, but God brought him out sound and

uninjured. Then the emperor commanded them to beat him

with clubs, and to boil oil and fat in a large cauldron, and to cast

the saint into it ; and they did this to him. And the saint endured

all these tortures, for our Lord Christ made him strong, and
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enabled him to endure, and He raised him up whole and un-

injured. When the emperor was tired of torturing him, he

commanded them to cut off his head with the sword, and thus

he received a crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the

heavens. And many signs and wonders were made manifest

through his body, and the fame of him was heard throughout

Syria; and they built churches and monasteries in his honour.

In one of his monasteries Saint sever us, Archbishop of the

city of Antioch, was baptized when he was a child, [fol. 112b 1]

Salutation to lavendius (leontius ?).

And on this day also died Saint macarius, the sixty-first

Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. When Abba m i c HAE L, the

archbishop, his predecessor, died, the bishops, and chief priests,

and elders of Egypt, gathered together, and they all went up

to the desert of scete, and they took up their abode in the

monastery of Saint Abba macarius, and they enquired care-

fully of the desert monks, and the righteous men who dwelt in

cells and caves, and asked them who was fit for the honourable

office of archbishop; and one of the righteous men told them

about this saint. And the priest macarius, who dwelt in the

monastery of Saint Abba macarius, said, "He is better than

all others for this office "
; and they searched for him, and seized

him against his will, and as they bound him, he cried out '' I am

a sinner and am not fit for this work "
; but they did not hearken

to his words, and they made him archbishop against his will.

And he appointed bishops and priests in every district of Egypt,

and he restored many churches, and in his days all Christians lived

in peace and safety, and the churches were [uninjured]. He

occupied his office for twenty-seven years and thirty-one days,

and he was well-pleasing to God, [fol. 112 6 2] and died in peace.

Salutation to macarius.

And on this day the saints of 'akmim (akhmim) became

martyrs, and their history is as follows: There was a certain

man of the men of 'akmim (akhmim) who was a judge, and

he was rich in gold and silver, and his name was el-sid-

malyos, and he begot two sons whose names were dios-
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gurus and saklabius (aesculapius ?), and they were
reared in the fear of God, with fasting and prayer. And when
their father died they wished to adopt the monastic life; and
the angel of God appeared unto them and [commanded] them
to go to the monastery of Abba moses, the desert monk; and
having gone to him they put on the garb of the monk, and they

fought the spiritual fight strenuously, and performed signs and
wonders. And after a few [days] dioscurus was made a

deacon [and] priest, and saklabius a deacon, and then it

happened that Diocletian denied the God of heaven, and
commanded arianus, the governor of ensena (esneh ?) to

slay [all] the Christians who would not sacrifice to his gods.

And arianus arrived in 'akmim (akhmim) and he seized

PETER, the bishop, Abba bunudyas, and he bound him,

and came into his city. And Michael, the angel of God,
appeared unto dioscurus and saklabius, and toldthem that

they were to receive the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom
of the heavens, and on the twenty-eighth day of the month
of Takhshash they and twenty-four monks went to arianus.
And when they arrived in the city of 'akmim (akhmim) they

found the Christians, [fol. 112 6 3] together with their wives

and children, in the church of Christ our Redeemer, ready to

celebrate the festival of the Glorious Birth and to die for His
Name; and Abba benudyas (sic) the bishop came with them.

And on the following morning Abba benudyas read the

Liturgy, and when he came to the passage wherein is said

''Holy,'' the angels cried out, saying, "Holy, Holy, Holy,

Lord God of Hosts, Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory."

And the saints saw our Redeemer sitting upon the Tabot
(i.e. tabernacle) and the angels standing round Him raising

the Offering, and He placed the Offering in the hand of the

priest that he might present it to those assembled there. When
ARIANUS heard [this] he was filled with great wrath, and he

came into the church, and seized the two elders of the city

whose names were behwafa and wenJn, and cut off their

heads with the sword. And after that he killed the deacons,

and the subdeacons (?), and the singers, and the steward of the

church, and he left neither woman nor child alive; and at

B £ S II 28
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length their blood ran out of the door of the church, and flowed

down the road for a distance of twenty cubits. Then [the

officer] took Abba bunudyas (sic) the bishop, and dioscurus
and SAKLABius, and the brethren who were with them, and
carried them before arianus, who persuaded them to worship

idols. Andwhen they refused to do so, he commanded the soldiers

to beat DIOSCURUS and saklabius until their bones were

shattered, [and they did so], but the angel of God appeared

unto the saints, and healed them. And karyon and Phile-
mon, the chief officers of the guard of arianus, and the forty

soldiers who were with them, saw this miracle, and they be-

lieved on Jesus Christ. And the governor commanded his

soldiers to cast them into a red-hot oven, and they finished

their martyrdom on the thirtieth day of the month of Takhshash.

And several of those who were gathered together there cast

themselves [fol. 113 a i] into the oven, without any man com-
pelling them to do so, and they finished their martyrdom.

And on the first day of the month Ter, whilst dioscurus
and SAKLABIUS were shut up in prison, Michael the arch-

angel appeared unto them, and made them strong to finish

their martyrdom. And on the following day arianus held

converse with them concerning their worshipping idols, and
when they refused to do so, he commanded the soldiers to gouge

out the eyes of dioscurus, and the saint took up his eyes

and put them back in their sockets, and they were as they had
been before [they were gouged out]. And lucius, an officer,

and his company of soldiers, believed on Christ, and the governor

cast them into a pit, and they completed their martyrdom.

And then arianus commanded the soldiers to kill the saints,

and whilst they were praying the Lord Jesus Christ appeared

unto them and gave them the covenant that whosoever

invoked their names, and commemorated them, and wrote a

history of their strife should be numbered with the company
of the righteous. Then the soldiers came and cut off the head

of Saint dioscurus with the sword, and saklabius they

cut in halves, and the four and twenty monks they split in

twain, from their heads to their feet, and they were crowned on
the first day of the month Ter. And samuel, who was a
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kinsman of theirs, swathed their bodies for burial, and he buried

them in the church which was consecrated in the Name of the

Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost. And the number of

the martyrs who were slain is eight thousand one hundred and

forty. Salutation to dioscurus and saklabius.

[fol. 113 a 2] And on this day also became martyrs, excepting

those who died the day before, whom diocletian killed,

sixty priests, one hundred and thirty deacons, fifty-three

singers, eighty stewards (i.e. vergers) of churches, forty-two

judges, one hundred and fifty subdeacons (?), eight thousand

four hundred and ninety members of the laity, and their elders

LEDIANUS(LYDIANUS),andTADRES(THEODORE),andPAUL.

II. Ter

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died abel, the righteous man, whose blood was

shed by violence ; and he was the first-born of the dead, whom

CAIN his brother slew. And the cause of this was the fact that

ADAM transgressed the command of God, and ate of the tree,

although he was commanded not to eat of the tree, and death

obtained dominion over him, and over his sons, and he became

a slave of sin, and Satan was given permission to lead him astray

for ever. Then when he went out from the Garden, and de-

scended into the low-[lying] land, he continued for one hundred

years to weep and to lament, because he was stripped of the

glory of his honour, and was driven out from his inheritance.

When his lamentation was ended, he knew his wife eve, and

she conceived by him and she bore him gain and 'elyud

his sister. And then he knew eve again, and she bore him

ABEL and 'AKLiMA his sister. And when the children were

become young men Adam said unto eve, '* Behold thy children

have grown up, let gain marry [fol. 113a 3] 'aklima, who was

born with abel, and let abel marry 'elyud, who was bom

with GAIN.*' And gain said unto eve his mother, ''It is right

that I should take my sister, who was born with me, and that

28-2
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ABEL should take his sister, who was born with him"; now
this [he wanted] because 'elyud who was born with gain

was more beautiful than 'aklima the sister of abel, and she

was like eve her mother. And when adam heard this, it was

exceedingly grievous unto him, and he said, ''This is against

the Law, and it is not right for thee to do this thing, and to

take to wife thy sister who was bom with thee." At that

moment envy (or jealousy) entered into the heart of gain,

and he wanted to kill abel. Then adam said unto gain and

ABEL, " Get ye forth and offer up an offering to God, and which-

ever He pleaseth let it be to Him." When they had offered

their offerings God looked upon the altar of abel, and accepted

his offering, and He rejected the offering of gain. Then the

jealousy and anger of gain were increased, and Satan came

upon him, seeking a pretext for killing him. And when he had

gone down into the valley Satan visited gain, and he said unto

him, "Why art thou sorrowful?" And gain said unto him,

"Because my father hath commanded me to give my beautiful

sister to my brother abel." And Satan said unto him, "Hear

my voice, O my friend, and listen to my admonition. Rise up

and follow thy brother, and thou wilt find him drinking water;

smite him on his head with a stone, and when he dieth thou

canst marry both thy sisters." And the advice of Satan was

good in gain's sight, and he burned with the lust for fornica-

tion, for he was the son of perdition. And then he took up a

stone and smote the head of abel, who died by the hand of his

brother through jealousy of a woman, [fol. 113 6 i] This was the

beginning of sorrow, and the cause of death in the world. And
concerning this God said unto adam and eve when they were

in the Garden, "Ye shall not eat of this tree, for in the day

wherein ye eat thereof ye shall surely die" (Gen. ii, 17); and

these words referred to abel before [he was bom]. And God
said unto gain, "Where is thy brother abel? " And gain said

unto Him, "Am I my brother abel's keeper? " And God said

unto him, "The blood of thy brother hath come to Me. Cursed

shalt the earth be because she hath opened her mouth to drink

the blood of thy brother; and do thou tremble, and be terrified

all the days of thy life." And this curse was exceedingly heavy

1

upon GAIN, and at length his seed was destroyed from off the

face of the earth by the waters of the Flood, because of abel.

And ENOCH saith, "I heard the blood of abel crying out,

and accusing his brother." And our parents, the children of

ADAM, before the waters of the Flood, used to swear by the

blood of ABEL, and our Lord said unto the scribes and Phari-

sees, "Which of the prophets did not your fathers kill? There-

fore there cometh upon you the blood of all the righteous

which hath been poured out upon the ground from the blood

of ABEL the Just to the blood of zagharias the priest, the

son of BE RAG HI AH, whom they slew in the midst of the

sanctuary" (Matthew xxiii, 35). And paul saith, "The sacri-

fice of abel was better than [that of] gain, by reason of the

faith which he brought to God, and it became a witness con-

ceming him that he was a righteous man, and the sacrifice

which he offered to God also testified concerning him; and

[although] he is dead it yet speaketh." And he saith also,

"Jesus, the lamp and guide of the new covenant, and the

sprinkling of the blood of the prophet, which speaketh [fol.

11362] better than that of abel" (Hebrews xi, 4; xii, 24).

And then, when Adam missed abel, his son, he said unto

GAIN, "Where is thy brother?" And gain answered him

angrily, saying, "How should I know where my brother is?"

And ADAM ran into the valley and found abel, and he took

ABEL' s head in his arms, and said unto him, "Who killed thee?
"

and ABEL said, "gain killed me." And adam and his wife

wept for ABEL for four weeks of years. And as soon as abel

was dead angels came to Adam and said unto him, "Good

tidings for thee, O father of the world ! Thy son abel reposeth

in peace among the trees of thy Garden, and his soul hath

ascended to God as a sacrifice which hath been accepted. As

thou wast the first to [bring in] death, so he is the first to enter

into the holy place." When adam heard this he was comforted

and he buried abel in the gave of treasures. Salutation

to ABEL the accepted sacrifice.

And on this day also hellanigus, the bishop [of w£sh!m],

became a martyr. When the Emperor diogletian, the infidel.

i
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heard the report that Saint hellanicus was teaching the

people to reject his gods, he sent envoys to seize him, and to

torture him severely. And when the blessed hellanicus
heard of the arrival of the envoys of the emperor, he gathered

together the people who were in his city wfesniM, and he con-

secrated the Offering, and administered unto them the Holy
Mysteries, the Body and Blood of Christ, [fol. 113 6 3] and then

he said unto them, ''After this time ye will never again see my
face." And they all wept with a bitter weeping, and they were

unable to hold him back against his will. Then he went out

and delivered himself up to the envoys of the emperor, and they

took him and gave him to the governor ofANTiNOEto torture.

And the governor tortured him severely, and God gave him
strength and enabled him to endure the torture; and then the

governor took him with him to the city of 'edku and there

also he tortured him severely. And when he was tired of

torturing him he commanded the soldiers to cut off his head
with the sword, and to cut through his body to the shoulders;

and they cut through his head down to the shoulders; and the

governor took him with him to carry him to the city of tukh.
And as they were travelling in the boat, the saint, knowing
that his death was near, commanded one of the sailors, who was
a believer, saying, "When we arrive at the port (or quay) and
I am dead, cast out my body on a hill''; and having said

this he died. And they arrived in port, and straightway the

sailor took the body of the saint and cast it out on a hill. And
immediately certain believers who had been commanded to do
so by the angel of God, came and took his holy body, and
swathed it for burial, and hid it among them until the end of

the days of persecution. And they built a church, and laid his

body therein, and great signs and miracles took place [therein]

through it. Salutation to hellanicus whose shoulders were

cut through.

[fol. 114a i] And on this day also died the holy father

THEON AS, the sixteenth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria.

This saint was learned, and wise, and strong in the True Faith,

and good in every action of his life; and all men loved him

because of his learning and wisdom. And he built in the city

ofAlexandria the church of our holyLady the Virgin MarY ;
[until

that time] the Christians and the believers were only able to pray

and to receive the Eucharist in cells (or caves) secretly because

of their fear of the infidels. And this saint persuaded the people

until they let him build beautiful churches, and he converted

many of them, and baptized them with Christian baptism. At

the end of the [last] year of his office he baptized the blessed

PETER, who became archbishop after him; in the fifth year of

his office he made him a reader, in the twelfth year of his office

he made him a deacon, and in the sixteenth year of his office he

made him a priest. In the days of this saint there appeared in

the city of Alexandria the infidel sabelus, who believed and

said that Father, Son and Holy Spirit are one Person
;
and this

father anathematized him and brought his evil faith to naught.

And in his days cosmas, and damian us, and their mother

suffered martyrdom. And this father finished a good life, and

pleased God, and having sat for eight and twenty years he

died in peace, [fol. 114a 2] Salutation to theonas, who

baptized peter.

And on this day was consecrated the church of our holy Lady

the Virgin MAR Y, in the monastery of Abba siN6DA(sHENUTi).

Salutation to the consecration of thy church, O mary.

And on this day also nine thousand seven hundred souls

became martyrs with philotheus, and sabela (sybil)

the daughter of hercules, the interpretress of dreams.

IIL Ter

in the name of the father and the son

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day were slain the innocent, and holy, and righteous

children and martyrs, [who were in number] eighteen thousand.

[In the Bodleian MS. 144,000.] When he rod, the wicked,

had waited for the diviners to return to him, and they did not

n
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do SO, he became exceedingly angry, and he sent his soldiers

and they killed the children in Bethlehem, and [fol. 114 a 3]

in Judea, and in all the region round about, whose days were

two years and less, according to the time when he enquired of

the diviners. The Holy Gospel saith that when the diviners

departed the angel of God appeared unto Joseph in a dream,

saying, "Rise up, take the Child and His mother and depart

to the land of Egypt, and remain there until I tell thee to return,

for behold, herod is seeking for the Child to kill Him/' And
JOSEPH rose up and took the Child and His mother by night,

and departed to the land of Egypt, in order that might be fulfilled

the words of the prophet, saying, ''Out of Egypt have I called

My Son" (Matthew ii, 13; Hosea xi, i). And he rod, the

accursed, was wroth, and he wished in his mind to kill the

children, thinking that our Lord Christ might be one of them,

and that he would kill Him. And our Lord Christ, who per-

formed every human act, the committal of sin alone excepted,

fled from the face of he rod, in the operation of His wisdom,

for if HEROD had found Him and killed Him, according to

what was meet for the might of His Godhead He could not

have died, or men might have thought that His Incarnation

was an inferior thing. Therefore our Lord fled to the land of

Egypt so that prophecy might be fulfilled, and that He might
teach us also to flee from evil, and might destroy the idols of

the country of Egypt. And how was he rod able to kill these

very many children? He invented pretexts, and he sent mes-
sengers into all the cities, saying, "An Imperial Edict hath
reached me from caesar, who hath commanded to be counted
all the little [fol. 1146 i] children whose days are two years

and less, so that he may give unto them money and apparel

and they may belong to his army.*' And because of this many
children were gathered together with their mothers, and
HEROD sent out ten hundred soldiers to them and they mur-
dered them on the hills in one day. And then was fulfilled the

prophecy of the prophet who saith, "A voice is heard in ram A,

weeping and lamentation, rachael weepeth for her children,

and refuseth to be comforted, because her children are wanting
''

(Jeremiah xxxi, 15; Matthew ii, 18). Now Bethlehem is named
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after rachael. And Saint john the evangelist, 'Abu-

kalamsis, saith that he saw the souls of these holy children,

and that they cried out, saying, "How long shall we remam

unavenged for the violence done unto us?" And Saint JOHN

saith, ''I saw a vision, and behold there was given unto each

one of them white apparel, and one said unto them, ' Rest now

until your brethren the martyrs who are in the world shall

finish their martyrdom.'" And he saith also, "The praise

wherewith the Four Beasts and the priests of heaven praise

[God] none knoweth except these eighteen thousand little

children who have not defiled their bodies with lust ;
and they

shall dwell with God always. Blessed are they and blessed

are the wombs that bare them." Salutation to the children

whom HEROD killed, thinking that he would kill Christ among

them. [fol. 11462] Salutation to ISAIAH who foretold clearly

the birth of Christ.

And on this day also died Saint li bangs, who is [called]

"mata'a." The name of the father of this holy man was

ABRAHAM, and the name of his mother was negest, and

they were rich in gold and silver. And on the day when they

brought a wife to this saint, the angel of God, gabriel, called

him in the night, and brought him out from the house of his

father, and took him to the monastery of Abba pachomius,

where he became a monk. And then he departed to the country

of Ethiopia, and he dwelt there and fought the spiritual fight for

many days. And he brought water out of a rock, and perfornied

many miracles; and he died in peace. Salutation to libanos.

And on this day also is commemorated Abba ammon, who

was always cursing the hair of women, and who could never

abase the instrument of sin. Salutation to ammon. [Omitted

in the Bodleian MS.]
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[fol. II4^>3] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day the departure of john the apostle and evangelist
took place. When the lot went forth that this saint should go
to the country of Asia, he wa& sad and wept, for he knew that
the people there were wicked, and heretics, and stiff-necked;
but then he received from our Lord power and consolation!
And he went forth to the country which was his lot, and with
him was his disciple prochorus. They embarked in a ship,
and intended to go to the city of the Ephesians, but the ship
was wrecked, and each man clung to a plank of wood from the
ship. And the waves of the sea washed prochorus, his
disciple, to an island, but Saint john remained among the
waves of the sea for forty days and forty nights. At length
God commanded, and the sea carried him to the place where
his disciple prochorus was living, and he gave thanks to God
that they had met again. And they rose up and went into the
city of the Ephesians, but they were unable to preach in the
Name of our Lord Christ, because the men there were wicked,
and perverse, and invented pretexts [to harm them]. And
JOHN became the furnace-man, and tended the fire "of the
bath of a woman whose name was romna, and prochorus,
his disciple, became a washer of clothes. And the mistress of
the bath afflicted them sorely, and treated them with cruelty,
and contumely, and she used to beat them with sticks and
curse them with many, many curses because of their alien
origin and poverty. And she treated them as her slaves, and
she wrote labels whereon their prices for sale were written, and
attached them to [fol. 115 a i] their persons. And they remained
with her in great wretchedness until the son of the governor of
the city came into the bath to wash. Now there had been in
the bath-house a power of the Satans from the time when it

was built, and this power strangled the son of the governor,
and he died straightway. And when the men of the city gathered
together to see the young man who had died. Saint john came

with them, and he stood still and looked on like everyone else.

And when romna saw him, she cursed him and said, "Hast

thou come hither to laugh at me, and to rejoice thyself over

the death of the son of my lord? " And the saint answered her

gently, and said unto her, '' Fear not , neither be thou sorrowful "

;

and he drew nigh unto the dead man, and made the sign of the

Life-giving Cross over him, and he breathed on his face, and the

young man came to life again straightway. And the men of the

city cried out, and came to worship Saint john, and first and

foremost among them was his mistress romna; and she was

^ weeping, and beseeching him to forgive her all the faults which

she had committed against him. And when dioscorides

the governor heard that his son was dead, he was smitten with

fear and died; and when they told JOHN this, he made the sign

of the Cross over him, and raised him up from the dead. And

he believed on Jesus Christ, and was baptized with all the men

of his house in the Name of the Father and the Son and the

Holy Spirit. And when john reviled the men of the Ephe-

sians because of their worship of idols, anger seized them, and

they stoned him with stones, but the stones came back and

broke their idols. And when they prayed to their god there

was a noise, and an earthquake took place, and three hundred

men died; but Saint john prayed and raised them up from the

dead. And the men of the city believed, [fol. 115 a 2] and were

baptized in the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy

Spirit. And a certain woman whose son had been seized by an

unclean spirit, came to him, and asked him [to help her], and

he took the right hand of the young man and made the sign of

the Cross over him, and he rose up, being freed from the unclean

spirit, and he glorified God. And there was another man who

had lain upon a bed for twelve years, and when he saw john

he cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Have mercy upon me,

O apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ." And when john saw his

confidence, he said unto him, "In the Name of the Lord Jesus

Christ rise up"; and the man rose up quickly, and believed on

Christ. And when Satan saw all these signs and wonders he

was filled with craftiness and envy, and he took the form of a

soldier of the emperor, and came into the city weeping. And

I



448 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

two men who were passing by found him, and they said unto

him, "Why dost thou weep?" And he said unto them, ''The

emperor hath given me two men who are magicians, and whose

names are john and prochorus; if ye can seize them for me

I will give you gold." And straightway the two men seized

JOHN and PROCHORUS, and wanted to kill them secretly,

but when dioscorides the governor heard of this he delivered

them. And JOHN performed many signs and wonders before

them, and all the men of the city believed on our Lord Jesus

Christ, except the priests of the idols, and they did not believe

and they wanted to kill Saint john. And Satan stirred them

up against him to kill him, but God Who protecteth His chosen

ones [saved him]. And Saint john laboured hard and suffered

great tribulation until at length he converted them all to the

knowledge of God. And the apostle Saint paul is a witness

[fol. 115 « 3] concerning them, and concerning the denseness of

heart of the men of Ephesus, and concerning their excessive

love for idols. And with great toil Saint john brought them all

into the True Faith, and he set over them a bishop, and priests,

and deacons. And he went forth to all the cities, and travelled

through all the country of Asia, and he converted all the people

and brought them into the knowledge of God. And the blessed

JOHN lived ninety years, and grew very old, and he did not

taste death by the sword like all the [other] apostles, but

because of his virginity and purity they are all equally to be

praised. And he wrote a Gospel and 'abukalamsis (the

Apocalypse) which he saw in the island of patmo (patmos),

which is full of mysteries. And he wrote three Letters, which

are written in the Book of the Apostle, and it was he who
reclined on the breast of our Lord at the time of the Supper,

and he said unto Him, "My Lord, who is he that shall betray

thee? " And it is he who, at the time of the Crucifixion of our

Redeemer, stood with our holy Lady, the Virgin mary; and

our Lord said unto the Virgin, "Behold thy son," and to that

disciple He said, " Behold thy mother." And he it was of whom
PETER spake when he said, "And this one, what of him?"

And our Lord said unto him, "If it be that I wish him to be

[here] until I come, what is that to thee?" And when the
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blessed JOHN knew that the time of his departure from this

world was nigh, he summoned the people, and he brake bread,

which is the Body and Blood of Christ, and gave it to them so

that they might be strong in the True Faith ; and he comforted

them and blessed them. And he then commanded his disciple

PROCHORUS, and some of the [fol. 115 & i] other brethren to

take digging tools, and to follow him. And he went a short

distance outside the city of Ephesus, and he commanded them

to dig a pit, [and they did so], and he went down into it and

stripped off his apparel, leaving upon him only a tunic and a

napkin ; and he lifted up his hands and prayed. And he bade

the brethren farewell, and sent them away to return to the

city, and he told the brethren to be strong in the Faith of

Christ, and to do good works, because God would assuredly

reward each and every man according to his work. And he also

said unto them, " I am innocent of your blood, for I have never

omitted to tell you of the least of God's commandments, and

there is no ordinance of His which I have not told you. After

this time ye shall never again see my face." And when he said

this they wept and they kissed his hands and his feet, and left

him in the pit and departed; and the saint knelt down upon

his knees and prayed. When the people knew of this their

hearts burned and they were exceedingly sorry, and they all

went out, but they could not find his grave, only his sandals

and a garment; and they glorified God Who had made His

disciple to rest in this splendid manner, and they marvelled at

His work. Salutation to JOHN.

[fol. ii$b 2] And on this day also are commemoratedGEO rge,

and MATEN A the archbishop, and theodora the martyr,

and Abba likanos, and Abba nArdos of dabra bizan,

who killed a serpent by means of his prayer and did not smite

it with a stick, and who stood up in prayer until his feet de-

cayed.

Salutation to sAbelA (sybil), the interpretress of the

dreams of the nine wise men of Rome, when they made them

known unto her. [Wanting in the Bodleian MS.]



i> t

450 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

V. T£r

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Saint eusegnius, the martyr. This holy

man was a soldier in the days of the Emperor constantine,

and he served God, and his charities and alms to the poor and

the needy were very many. When the fighters of the Cross among

the stars of heaven appeared unto constantine, before he

believed in our Lord Christ, he did not know what the sign

portended. And this Saint eusegnius went to him, and said

unto hun, "This is the sign of our Lord Christ"; for there was

no one else incoNSTANTiNE's army who dared to mention

the Name of Christ except this holy man. And when con-

stantine had conquered his enemies by the sign of the

Honourable Cross, he became a Christian in truth, [fol. 115 6 3]

and he lifted up the horn of the Christians and of their Faith.

And this soldier lived on after constantine, and after the

son of CONSTANTINE, until the days of julian the infidel,

and at that time his days were one hundred and ten years. And

one day when he was walking about in the open places of the city

of Antioch, he found two men fighting together, and he wanted

to separate them and to make peace between them; now he

was an old man who was held in honour, and he made joy and

peace to be between them. And a certain man went to the

emperor and made an accusation agamst this holy man, and

he said unto him, "eusegnius hath become a judge and

governor of his own free will." And the emperor had this saint

brought before him; and he rebuked him and said unto him,

''Who hath appointed thee [a judge and governor?" And

Saint EUSEGNIUS answered and said unto him], "Why hast

thou forsaken the worship of God, the God of heaven, in Whose

hand is thy soul, and dost bow down to unclean idols, and dost

not follow the kings who were before thee? I was a soldier

under constantine like thee, for twenty years, and also

under his son, and neither of them had the evil habit which

thou hast; for thou hast forsaken God and dost worship un-
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clean idols." And the emperor was exceedingly wroth with him,

and he commanded his soldiers to hang him up, and to apply

lighted torches to his sides ; and they did all these things, but

the saint endured them all through the Name of the Lord

Jesus Christ. And when the emperor was tired of torturing

him, he commanded them to cut off his head with the sword.

And when the soldiers arrived to [fol. ii6a i] cut off his head,

he begged them to wait whilst he prayed, and when he had

finished his prayer they cut off his honourable head, and he

received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens

together with all the saints. Salutation to eusegnius, who

interpreted the mystery of the Cross to the Emperor con-

stantine.

And on this day also died Abba matthew, the eighty-

eighth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This father

MATTHEW had parents of the race of Israel, who believed in

Christ and were perfect in good works. The name of this father

was SIMON and the name of his mother was bArbara, and

God gave them two children, and the name of the elder was

JACOB and the name of the younger was matthew. And

whilst this Abba matthew was in his mother's womb, Abba

PETER, Bishop of the city of abures, met her, and when he

saw her he got off his donkey and kissed her belly, and said

unto her, "Blessed art thou, O woman, and blessed is the fruit

of thy belly. Behold there shall go forth from thee a bright star

who shall shine in his preaching like mark the evangelist."

When Abba matthew was fifteen years old his father died,

and then he went to Abba 'abrem, the Komos of the monastery

of Saint 'abufanA, and he asked him to array him in the

garb of the [fol. 116^2] ascetic Ufe; and the abbot said unto

him, ''Obtain the consent of thy brother, who is older than

thou art, and come back." When Abba matthew heard this

he went back in sorrow of heart, and on the way the angel

MICHAEL, who was in the form of a monk, met him, and told

him that he should become Archbishop [of Alexandria], and that

signs and wonders should be wrought through him. And having

come to his brother, he urged him to let him become a monk, and
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when he refused Abba matthew went to the monastery of Saint

Abba 'amoni, of the monastery of tona, and took refuge in

the church. And when the brethren had entreated his brother,

he allowed him [to become a monk], and he went to the monas-

tery of Saint Abba 'abufana, and Abba 'abrem made him

a monk; and he fought the spiritual fight with fasting and

prayer until he attained the power of the monks. And after a

year Abba peter went out to Abba 'abrem, and he saw

Abba MATTHEW, and his patience and his prudence, and he

asked Abba 'abrem to give him to him so that he might be

his disciple. And the bishop took him with him against his will,

and he dwelt with him, and he kept vigil all night long from

the time of sunset to sunrise. And when it was eighteen years

since he was born, the bishop took him and made him a priest

against his will. And when Satan observed his vigils he entered

into the heart of a certain beautiful woman, who shewed him

her person, and solicited him with evil desire; and Abba

MATTHEW seeing her prayed to God with tears, and even

asked for death. Then he went in to the bishop and entreated

him to send him away to his monastery. And when the bishop

prevented him he came into the episcopal treasury and took a

priestly vestment of great price, which belonged to the bishop,

and he slit it into strips, every part of it, with a razor, and then

he restored it to its former place. And on the following day the

[fol. Ii6a3] bishop said unto Abba matthew, "Bring me

the priestly vestment, for I must officiate at the Eucharist this

day"; and when he brought it to him, it fell down before him

like wooden shavings. When the bishop saw this he was very

wroth, and he said, "Who hath done this thing?" And Abba

MATTHEW said, "I did it, because thou didst prevent me from

going away. Is doing this a greater sin than falling into forni-

cation? " And the bishop sent him away in wrath, and he wrote

an order of excommunication concerning him to the men of

the monastery, ordering that he should perform two hundred

prostrations each night and day, and that he should dwell

neither in a cell nor in a house, but in the church at the time

of prayer; and Abba matthew fought this spiritual fight for

two years. When the bishop heard of his patient endurance he
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sent him his blessing and removed the ban of excommunication.

And then his brother JACOB came to him, and became a monk,

and he fought until he had conquered Satan. And then Abba

MATTHEW went to the monastery of Abba anthony, and

he dwelt there; fighting strenuously. And there was there a

certain righteous monk whose name was Jacob, and he saw

a vision in which it seemed that a shining angel came unto

Abba MATTHEW, and embraced him, and gave keys mto his

hands. And when Abba jacob awoke he told this to Abba

MATTHEW who straightway, because he hated empty praise

wandered round the country from city to city. One day whilst

Abba MATTHEW was officiating in the office of the Eucharist he

saw our Lord Christ sitting upon the altar, and He lay m the

paten like a little child. And at the time when he broke the

Offering, he stood up for a long time [fol. ii66 i] with his hands

stretched out and covered with blood, and he continued to

weep abundantly, and he was afraid: and he told this vision

to no man. And his teacher saw him and he marvelled at his

standing still so long a time, and then he prayed to God to

reveal to him this matter. One day when they were consecratmg

the Offering as usual, our Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto them,

lying upon the paten in the form of a child, and He was broken

up by the hand of Abba matthew like bread. And straight-

way he marvelled and said, ^ Glory be to Thee, O God, Who

hast given unto us sons of men this great gift." When Abba

MATTHEW saw this he fetched some iron nails, and drove them

into his knee every Friday until a worm came out therefrom

Thence he departed to dabra kueskuam, and he dwelt

there, and he fought so strenuously that at length when he

gazed upwards he could see our Lord Jesus Christ sittmg on the

right hand of His Father; and when he looked downwards he

saw Him in the abysses in great glory. When Abba gabriel

the archbishop died they {i.e. the bishops and priests) appointed

Abba MATTHEW to succeed him as archbishop against his will,

and when he refused they set guards over him, and the following

day all the bishops told him that they had seen a vision and

that he was suitable for the office of archbishop. When Abba

MATTHEW heard this he knew that they would not let him go.

B £ SII
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and he took a razor secretly and drew it across his tongue and

cut it off And that night our Lady mary came to him, and

anointed his tongue with oU, and healed it, and it becarne as

it was before [he cut it]. And they took him to the city of

Alexandria, [fol. 1166 2] and when they were enthromng him

on the sixteenth day of the month Nahase (Aug.-Sept.), the

day of the festival of the death of our Lady mary, a voice

wBs heard from heaven, saying, "He is worthy, He is worthy.

He is worthy." And they brought the head of mark the

evangelist that they might lay it in his breast, and the head

flew up and kissed his mouth. And from that time he never

sat upon his throne at the time of the Offering, and he never

entered into the house of any man on the Fourth and Sixth Days

of the week. And he prophesied that david (t.e. david i,

who abdicated a.d. 1411, and died 6th Oct. 1413) would reign

as King of Ethiopia though his brother wedem asfare (or

germA 'asfare, who reigned tUl 1382) was reigning And

this father performed many miracles in his days, and he healed

the sick, and raised the dead by the bandlet which was on his

head. And in his days there was appointed a deputy governor

over MESR (CAIRO) who was a wicked man, and he imposed

a tax on the archbishop to which he had never been submitted

before; and when he refused to pay it he beat the archbishop

severely and carried him into his habitation. That night Abba

MATTHEW entreated our Lady mary to receive his soul from

the torment of this world, and she appeared unto him, and held

converse with him, saying, "Be not sorrowful; after eight days

thou Shalt rest." And on the following day Abba matthew

called the bishops, and priests, and deacons, and all the people

and he told them about his [coming] death, and he exhorted

them about the word of the Faith and blessed them. And when

his sickness increased he took a picture of our Lady mary,

and prayed a long time, and he kissed the picture and made

the sign of the Cross over his face, and he blessed all the people

of the city who believed in Christ, and he died on the First Day

of the week. [fol. 11663] Salutation to Abba matthew, the

doubly blessed.

And on this day also became martyrs yArew£ny6s, and

many men and women, and negirus (or longinus ?) of

RomI, ALEXANDRA who visitcd arsenius, and 'awshIa.

VL T6R

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day our Lord Christ came into the place of circumcision

and fulfilled the Law of the Torah, even as the Apostle paul,

the perfumed tongue, saith, " Christ received the circumcision of

His flesh so that He might fulfil the covenant of the fathers
;

now many have imagined that our Lord Christ did not enter

the chamber of circumcision, and that He was not circumcised.

If it was as these people thought, would not the Jews have

found in [His uncircumcision] a greater pretext than that

which they put forward [for attacking Him]. And the Holy

Gospel saith, "The Jews searched for men who would bear

false witness against Him, and they found them not." Our

Lord Christ fulfilled all the Laws of moses, and came into the

chamber of circumcision according to the Law of the Torah.

And for us He hath ordained in its place Christian baptism and

the eating of unleavened bread, and for us He hath ordained

in its place His Holy Body and Honourable Blood, and the

abrogation of the Sabbath [fol. 117 a i] of the Jews, and for us

He hath ordained in its place the First Day of the week, which

is the Day of His Holy Resurrection. And when eight days

had passed since our Lord Christ was bom, that is to say when

it was the sixth day of the month of Ter, mary the pure Virgin

said unto Joseph, the just man, "Go and bring me a skilful

circumciser that he may circumcise my Son according to the

Law of MOSES, and let us give Him the Name of 'Jesus'";

and JOSEPH went and brought a skilful circumciser. And

when the skilful circumciser came he found our Lord Christ in

the bosom of the pure Virgin mary, and he said unto them,

"Hold the ChUd; I shall be able to circumcise Him without

wounding Him." And the Child Jesus answered and said unto

29-2
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him, ''O skilftd man, I wish to see thy skill, and thy power,

and thy work, for how wilt thou circumcise Me? No blood

shall flow from Me in this world, except the blood which shall

flow from My right side. When one shall pierce Me with a spear

in the place of the skull (Golgotha). When I am on the wood of

the Cross, blood shall flow from Me, and shall run down upon the

earth, and it shall be for the salvation of adam and all the

world." And when the skilful circumciser heard the words of the

Child Jesus, he gathered together his razors and the iron instru-

ments, and brought them into their house ; and he rose up and

bowed down at the feet of the Child Jesus. And straightway his

razors melted and became like water, and he said unto our Lady

MAR Y, *' Pure and blessed art thou more than [all other] women,

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. This thy Son is not of the

seed of ADAM, but He is the Son of God. If He worketh a

miracle like this when He is a child, what will happen when

He attaineth the age of manhood? Peradventure [fol. 117a 2]

He is the Messiah, Who is called Christ, about Whom the

prophets prophesied, saying, 'Behold a virgin shall conceive,

and shall bear a son, and His name shall be called " Emmanuel,"

which is, being interpreted, ''God with us."'" And our Lord

Christ answered and said unto him, "Behold, I am He. Wilt

thou circumcise Me or not? If thou wilt not I will do as My

fathers and My grandfathers did." And the circumciser said

unto Him, "Who was Thy father? Who was Thy grandfather?
"

And our Lord Christ said unto him, "They were Abraham,

ISAAC and jacob, the fathers of the nation, and they lived

before God gave them circumcision"; and the circumciser

said unto him, "I am not able to talk with Thee, for the Holy

Spirit is upon Thee." And straightway our Lord Christ lifted

up His eyes to heaven, and He said, "O Father, give me the

circumcision which Thou didst give to Abraham, isaac and

JACOB in the earliest times, without the hand of man"; and

straightway there appeared in Him circumcision without the

hand of man. And the circumcision of our Lord was an in-

comprehensible mystery, even as was His going forth from the

belly of MARY without destroying her virginity, and like His

entrance to the Apostles in the Hall of Zion, through doors

which were shut, and like the revelation of His power when m
the operation of His wisdom He wished that not the smallest

portion of His Body should be cut off in circumcision. But it

was not so when the blood and water flowed from His side on

the wood of the Cross, so that He might save adam, and the

blood flowed from Him, without addition or diminution of its

substance, but by His wish so that He might fulfil the Law

which He commanded in olden time. And when the circumciser

saw this miracle and heard His words he marvelled exceedingly,

and he bowed down thrice at the feet of our Lord [fol. 117 a 3]

Christ and said unto Him, "Thou art the Son of God and the

King of Israel." And the circumciser went to his home, and he

began to tell the children of Israel what he had seen and heard.

And to our Lord and God and Redeemer Jesus Christ, be

honour and worship with His Good Father and the Holy and

Life-giving Spirit, now and for ever and ever. Amen.

And on this day also died our father noah who belonged to

the tenth generation from adam. This noah from his earliest

years used to contemplate divine mysteries, and to observe

that sin was increasing, and evil growing to the full, and the

righteous diminishing, and that all that was flesh would be

destroyed by the waters of the Flood. Because of this he

lamented, and wept, and his face became furrowed, and he

preserved his virginity for five hundred years; and he con-

tinued to minister to the body of our father adam, and to

keep the commands of his God. And then God commanded

him to marry a wife and He told him that He was going to

destroy all flesh by the waters of the Flood, and that there

would be left upon this earth none except his own seed. And

NOAH married a wife whose name was haykol, the daughter

of ABU zi R, and he went in to her three times, and she brought

forth SHEM, HAM and JAP HET. And then God said unto him,

"Cut down trees on this holy mountain, and make an ark

three hundred cubits long, and five hundred cubits broad, and

thirty cubits high; and make inside it three stages. The first

stage shall be for the beasts, and the second for the birds and

for everything that creepeth, and the third stage for noah.
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and his sons, and their wives. And he made inside it a cistern

for water, and a store-chamber (or pantry) [fol. 117 6 i] for their

food. And he made a trumpet of kashydn wood, the length of

which was three cubits, and the breadth one cubit and a half,

which was to be blown three times a day. The first time was

at dawn to gather together the workmen for their work, the

second was to assemble the people for their meal, and the third

time was to send the people to bed. When the children of gain

saw NOAH making an ark for the waters of the Flood, they

mocked at him and began to say, "Behold this old man is mad,

or why would he say that the waters will rise above the tops of

the moimtains?" Then noah took the body of our father

ADAM and embraced it. And shem his son took gold, and

HAM took myrrh, and japhet took incense, and carried them

into the ark with the body of our father adam. And [noah]

took in with him clean beasts, and animals, and birds, seven of

each kind, and of the unclean beasts, and animals, and birds,

two of each kind. And noah placed the body of our father

ADAM facing the east side, and he laid the three offerings upon

his breast; and noah, and his sons, and his wife, and their

wives occupied the west side. And then God, by His power,

shut the door of the ark on noah, and He commanded the

doors of heaven to be opened, and the storehouses of the deep,

and the cataracts of the winds, and there went forth storm,

and mist, and fog, and darkness, and the sun and the moon

and the stars withheld their light, and never before was there

such a terrible day. When the children of seth, who had

committed fornication with the children of gain, saw this, they

knew that God was angry with them, and that the words which

NOAH had said unto them were true. And they all ran to the

ark to ask noah to open its door to them, [fol. 1176 2] but they

were unable to ascend the holy mountain, because the stones

thereof were like fire ; and the ark was closed and sealed by the

power of God. And the angel of God used to dwell in the ark,

and he became a chief to noah and his sons. And the waters

of the Flood increased and they began to overpower the children

of GAIN, who were drowned. By the force of the water the

ark was lifted up above the earth, and every being of flesh that
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lived on the earth perished. And the waters rose above the tops

of the mountains for a space of fifteen cubits, and they bore

the ark and carried it down to the Garden; and noah and his

sons and all who were in the ark worshipped in the holy Garden.

Then the ark sailed over the waters, by the force of the winds,

and it continued to go onwards for one hundred and fifty days^

and it appeared on Mount ARARAT, on the twenty-seventh

day of the month of Tekemt (Oct.-Nov.). And the waters being

assuaged on the twenty-seventh day of the month of Genbot

(May-June), on that day, the day on which he went into the

ark NOAH came out from the ark; and this day was the First

Day of the week. And God sent His voice to noah tellmg him

to take large beasts and to offer up an offering on the altar

before Him. And noah sent out the animals from mside the

ark and God promised noah that He would not destroy the

earth again, and as a mark of His promise He set a bow m the

heavens so that all people might see it. And God blessed noah

and his sons, saying,
'' Increase and multiply and fUl the earth

;

and He commanded the earth to bring forth grass according to

its custom, and the beasts and cattle, and the fowl of the heavens

and everything which moveth [to bring forth young]. And

after noah had gone out from [fol. 117& 3] the ark he planted

a vine and drank of the wine thereof, and he became drunk

and stripped himself naked. When ham his son saw him he

made a mock of him, and told his brethren, but they turned

their faces from him, and covered him with his apparel. And

when NOAH recovered himself, and knew what his son ham

had done he cursed him. And after he had divided the whole

earth among his sons, the day of his death arrived, and he died

in his nine hundred and fiftieth year, and was buried on Mount

ARARAT.

And on this day also is commemorated the ascension of

ELIJAH the prophet into heaven, being alive in the body.

This zealous prophet lived in the days of ahab the king and

his soul was in travail each day, and all day, because of the

deeds of the king and his abominable wife. Then his soul

became angry, and he stood up before the king and said unto
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him, "Why hast thou forsaken the God of heaven, thou and

thy wife elzabel (jezebel), in Whose hand is thy soul,

and [why] do ye worship the idol baal? And why have ye

taken the vineyard of naboth the Jezreelite? By the life of

the Lord God of Israel, I swear that no rain shall descend upon

the earth from heaven except at my word." And straightway,

whilst yet the words were in his mouth, the rivers dried up, and

the green herb withered, and there was a famine in all the land.

And when God saw that Elijah the prophet by reason of his

jealousy for His honour afflicted himself concerning the famine.

He commanded him to go to dabra karen (?), and a raven

used to bring him food every day; and God willed to perform

the wish of the prophet, and He did not permit his word to be

made [fol. iiSa i] a lie. And God willed and sent to him a

raven with food, but Elijah would not receive the food from

the bird, because, according to the Law of the Old Testament,

the raven was an unclean bird. Did he perchance spare himself

because of the famine, and command rain to fall? And the

prophet took the food from the raven and it defiled him not.

And God commanded the stream from which he used to drink

to dry up, so that, peradventure, when he was thirsty he might

have compassion upon men, and command rain to fall. And
in this matter the prophet did not spare himself, and moreover,

he came nigh to die through hunger and thirst. And God com-

manded him to go to SAREPTA of si DONA where he was fed

by a widow woman. And God thought that by [making him

do] this he would journey through the cities, and see the

bodies of the dead cast out on the road side, and would have

compassion on the people in his heart, and command the rain

to fall. And when Elijah went to sarepta of sidona, he

found that widow woman gathering firewood, and he asked for

bread from her that he might eat. And she said unto him, ''As

God liveth and as thy soul liveth I have only a handful of flour

in my house, and I am going to make it [into bread] for my son,

and we shall eat it and die; and also I have a little fat in a

pot." And the prophet said unto her, ''Bring me a little water

that I may drink, and a little bread that I may eat, and after-

wards do thou eat." And the woman said in her heart, " Even
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if I am to die it is better for me to make it [into bread] for this

pilgrim as he wisheth, and I will make merry and think that I

have eaten it myself." When the prophet knew the beauty of

her mind and the integrity of her nature, he had compassion

in his heart, and he asked God for rain. [fol. iiSa 2] And God
accepted the word of the prophet because he had done this on

account of his jealousy for Him. And Elijah said unto her,

"Believe me, and go and do as thou thinkest, but make for me
first a cake baked on the ashes, (then make one for thyself after-

wards,) and bring it to me, and afterwards thou shalt make one

for thyself and thy son, for thus saith God, 'Thy flour barrel

shall never become empty, and the fat in thy pot shall never

finish until [the day] when God shaU send rain upon the earth
'

"

;

and it came to pass even as the prophet said. And the woman
went and made [the cake], even as the prophet commanded

her, and he dwelt with her until the days of the famine had

ended. And the woman had a son who fell sick and died, and

she rent her garments and made lamentation, and took the

child and carried him to Elijah into the upper chamber, and

she wept and entreated Elijah, in God's Name, on behalf of

the child. And Elijah laid his face upon him, and the child

came to life straightway; and it is said that this child was

JONAH the prophet. Then Elijah sent his disciple to aha b.

King of Israel, and he said unto him, "Behold the descent of

rain from heaven is nigh." And the king searched for Elijah
and wanted to kill him, because he had shut up the heavens so

that no rain fell for three years and seven months. And then

ELIJAH took the prophets of baal and slaughtered them with

his own hand. When elzabel (jezebel), the wife of

AHAB the king, heard this she was wroth, and she sent mes-

sengers after Elijah and she wished to kill him because he

had killed the prophets of baal. And Elijah was very sorry

because of this, and he said, "O God, they have slain Thy
prophets, and have overthrown Thy altars, and I only am left,

and they wish to kill my soul." And God [fol. 118^3] said

unto him, "Fear thou not, for I have left unto Me seventy men
who have not worshipped the idol baal. As for thyself, who
can take away thy soul? I will take thee up into heaven whilst
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thou art living in the body." When ahab the king was dead,

his son reigned in his stead, and he did evil before God. And

he fell sick of a disease, and he sent messengers to the idol

AFRON to ask him whether he would recover from his illness

or not. And Elijah the prophet met the messengers of the

king, and he said unto them, '*Say ye to the king: Thou shalt

die of this disease.'* And when they told the king this, he knew

that the man [who spoke this] was Elijah, the prophet, and

he sent unto him a captain, and fifty soldiers with him. And

ELIJAH was sitting on the top of a mountain, and the captain

said unto him, ''O prophet of God, descend and come to the

king.*' And Elijah the prophet said unto him, ''If I be a

prophet of God, let fire come down from heaven and consume

thee"; and fire came down from heaven and consumed him,

and those who were with him. And the king sent unto him a

second captain, and there were fifty soldiers with him. And he

said unto him, "O prophet of God, descend and come to the

king." And Elijah said unto him, "If I be a prophet of God,

let fire come down from heaven and consume thee "
; and straight-

way fire came down from heaven and consumed that captain

and those who were with him. And the king sent a third cap-

tain to him, and that captain came to him humbly, and he

bowed down before the prophet, when still some distance from

him, and he asked him, saying, "Have mercy on my soul";

and ELIJAH came down and went with him to the king, even

as God commanded. And he rebuked [fol. 1186 i] the king

for his evil deeds, and the king died on his bed. Then ELIJAH
went to the River Jordan, and with him was elisha his

disciple, and he threw his garment on the River Jordan and

divided it into two parts, and passed over. And behold there

came a mist, and an earthquake, and flashes of lightning, and

horses of fire, and they carried off ELIJAH the prophet, and

bore him up into heaven. And then his disciple elisha wept

and said, "O my father Elijah, [behold] the chariots of

Israel! Let a double portion of thy spirit rest upon me." And

ELIJAH rent his garment into two parts, and threw [them] on

ELISHA, and the spirit was doubled upon him. And all the

miracles which Elijah performed elisha his disciple per-

'I
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formed also. Elijah passed over the River Jordan once, and

ELISHA passed over it twice; Elijah raised from the dead

one dead man, and elisha raised two. And elisha his

disciple performed many miracles, for the Holy Spirit which was

on ELIJAH was doubled on him. And Elijah the prophet

and ENOCH shall come together in the last days, and they

shall rebuke the false Christ, and they shall kill his people, and

their bodies shall be cast out for three days and a half, and then

they shall be raised up, and the resurrection of the dead shall

take place. This prophet Elijah was a righteous man, and

he was the first to live in the Garden in the days of the Old

Testament.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba makary-
Anu (marcianus), the eighth Archbishop of the city of

Alexandria. This saint was appointed archbishop after the

Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ; and one hundred years

[fol. 1 18 6 2] after the second destruction and pillage of Jeru-

salem, in the ninth year [of his ofiice]. And he remained in his

ofiice for nine years, teaching the people and confirming them

in the True Faith; and he converted very many of the infidels

and pagans, and brought them into the Faith of our Lord

Jesus Christ. And he baptized them with Christian baptism,

and illumined them with the knowledge of our Lord Jesus

Christ in the Law of Christianity. And this father pursued a

good course of life, and walked prudently, and he pleased

God and died in peace.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba basil.

Bishop of Caesarea. The name of the father of this saint was

esd£r6s, and he was a priest, holy and pure, and was a man
of the city of Antioch. And he begot four sons, basil, and

GREGORY PETER, and CHERION, and MACRINUS; and they

were all holy and perfect men. And this saint was filled with

the Holy Ghost, and he composed the well-known Liturgy

which beareth his name. And God performed very many signs

and wonders by his hands, which are written down in the history

of his strife, and of them are the seven following, first
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miracle: The story of peter, the brother of the Bishop of

the city of sebastia, and how he had a wife, and how the

people reviled him because of this wife, and how basil came

to him, and revealed his spiritual fight to the people, and the

mystery of his relations with his wife, and how peter and his

wife were virgins, and had no knowledge whatsoever of the

operation of sin. And basil informed the people how he saw

the angel of God overshadowing them [in bed], and how the

people saw Saint peter, and the blessed woman his wife,

with the angel [fol. iiSb ^] of God overshadowing them, and

how the people marvelled and glorified God, and bowed down

at the feet of the blessed peter, and asked him to forgive them

their transgression, and how he forgave all those who had

slandered him. secondmiracle concerned the church which

the heretics and schismatics seized by violence, but were

unable to open the doors thereof; but when the believers

prayed the doors were opened through the prayer of basil,

third miracle: The story of Saint Abba ephraim, who

saw a pillar of light which reached from the earth to heaven;

and he heard a voice, saying, "This is basil." And Saint

EPHRAIM came to the city of Caesarea, and he saw the virtues

and the righteousness of the blessed basil. And Saint basil

appointed ephraim a deacon, and prayed over him, and he

made him to speak in the Greek tongue, fourth miracle:

The story of the wise astrologer, who never made a mistake in

his computations. When Saint basil was sick, and he knew

that the time of his death [was nigh], he summoned that

astrologer and said unto him, "When am I going to die?"

And the astrologer said unto him, "Thou wilt die in the evening,

and thy soul shall go forth from thy body [at that time]." And
Saint BASIL said unto him, "If I remain [alive], and do not

die until the morning, wilt thou become a Christian?" And

the astrologer said unto him, "Yea." And Saint basil en-

treated God, and God added three days to his days, and that

wise and learned Jewish astrologer, who was the greatest of

his class, believed, and Saint basil baptized him and all the

men of his house with Christian baptism, and then he died in

peace, fifth miracle: The story of the man who denied
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Christ, and who wrote his denial of Christ with his own hand
upon a paper, and gave it to Satan. And Saint basil shut

up that man [fol. 119a i] in a certain place, and he prayed to

God so earnestly that at length Satan brought back that paper

which the man had written; and thus Saint basil saved him.

SIXTH miracle: The story of the priest who was a virgin,

and his wife, who had with them a man who was sick of dire

disease, and how basil knew of the integrity of the priest

and his wife, and how he slept with the sick man that night,

and how he prayed to God on his behalf, and how the man
was healed of his sickness straightway, seventh miracle:
The story of the honourable lady who wrote down a list of all

her sins on a piece of paper, and sealed it and gave it to Saint

BASIL, and asked him to pray on her behalf to God until all

her sins, which were written down on that sealed paper, were

blotted out. And Saint basil prayed on her behalf until all

the sins, with the exception of one, were blotted out; and the

blessed basil commanded her to go to Saint Abba ephraim,
so that he might pray for that sin to be blotted out. And when
she went to Saint Abba ephraim, he spake to her, saying,

"Hasten and get thee back to the blessed basil before he

dieth, and he will forgive thee, for he is the chief of priests."

And when she returned she found that Saint basil was dead,

and the bearers had lifted him up and were carrying him on
his bier to bury him. And the woman wept with a bitter

weeping, and she laid that paper upon his body, and that sin

which was written on the paper was blotted out from it. When
all the people who were there saw this miracle they marvelled

exceedingly, and glorified God, Who giveth such grace to those

who fear Him. And Saint basil performed many signs and
miracles besides those which we have written here in this book.

And he composed many beautiful Homilies [fol. iiga 2] and
Instructions for monks, and he translated many Books of

the Old and New Testaments, and he drew up Canons which

are to be found in the hands of believers unto this day.

Salutation to noah and his wife and sons.

Salutation to basil.

Salutation to Abba moses, who dwelt in the desert sixty

t!
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winters. He gazed at the hearts of the saints until he became

stupefied, and his face changed and became coals of fire.

Salutation to makaryanu (marcianus), the eighth

Archbishop of Alexandria.

Salutation to the circumcision of our Lord.

VII. T£r

[fol. 119^3] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Saint Abba s6l-petr6s (silvester ?),

Archbishop of the city of Rome. Because of the strenuousness

of his spiritual fight, and his virtues, and his devotion to the

ascetic life, and his knowledge, and his righteousness, they

appointed him Archbishop of the city of Rome, after the death

of MELETIANUS, Archbishop of Rome, his predecessor. He

was appointed in the eleventh year of the reign of the Emperor

coNSTANTiNEthe Great. And being seated on the throne of

PETER, the chief of the Apostles, he baptized constantine
with Christian baptism. Now constantine did not repent,

and was not baptized until the eleventh year of his reign,

because up till that time he was occupied in working and

fighting against unbelievers, and in killing them. And he

pulled down the houses of idols, and built churches to the

honour of God. And the striving of this father s6l-petr6s

(SILVESTER) shone exceeding brightly, and he taught the

people frequently, and he removed the doubt and the evil

thought of the Satans from their hearts, and he explained

things which were obscure to them, and made them to under-

stand them; and he disputed frequently with the Jews and

the Greeks. And he converted many of them and brought

them into the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, and he baptized

them with Christian baptism, and his name was respected and

feared by believers. And he composed many discourses and

vanquished [his opponents], and he wrote books on the know-

ledge of God and on the Incarnation of the Son, [fol. 119 & i]

and through them he gave drink to the soul of the man who was
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thirsting for the knowledge of God. In the seventh year of his

archiepiscopate the assembling of the General Council of the

Three Hundred and Eighteen Holy Fathers in the city of

Nicea took place. This holy father s6l-petr6s (silvester)
anathematized arius, and he excommunicated him and all

those who believed his words. He sat for eleven years, and
finished his strife nobly, and he pleased God and died in peace.

Salutation to s6l-petr6s (silvester), who baptized con-
stantine, the Inventor of the Cross.

And on this day also is commemorated Saint Abba eph-
RAiM. Salutation to ephraim, the father who was filled with

wisdom.

And on this day also are commemorated mosolon (Salo-
mon ?), and GREGORY, and mark, and antianus, and
LUYA, and MAYLEN, and sosyas, and marteya.

VIII. Ter

[fol. II962] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day was consecrated the church of Saint Abba
MACARius, of the desert of scete, by the hand of the honour-
able saint Abba benjamin, the thirty-eighth Archbishop of

the city of Alexandria. This took place after great tribulation

had come upon him through makokaz (sic) (makawkas), the

heretic, the Melchite; and Abba benjamin fled into Upper
Egypt, [and stayed there] till the end of ten years. When God
had destroyed that heretic makokas (sic) (makawkas), and
the churches and the Christians were at rest and in peace, Abba
BENJAMIN returned to his throne, and Hved in his own house.

And the chief monks of the holy desert of scete came to him,

and they asked him to go with them and consecrate the new
church, that is to say, the church of Abba macarius; and he
rose up and went with them in great joy, and he consecrated

the church. And when he began to anoint the table of the altar



468 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM FIFTH MONTH—TER (jAN. 6-FEB. 5) 469

with the holy Meron oil, the saint saw the hand of God anointing

it with him, and he fell upon his face in great fear. And one of

the Cherubim raised him up and said unto him, ''Rise up, be

not afraid, and write for this place a holy rule, for it is God's

mystery. And no man shall enter it in pride of heart, nor by

bribery, but only him that is appointed thereto ; and no man shall

dare to speak a vain word therein, for it is a house of the holy

things of God. This Canon shall be the rule in this sanctuary

for ever. For behold the days shall come when they shall

destroy the commandments which their fathers ordained, and

they shall not discharge their obligations, and the holy place

[fol. 11963] shall become a place of scoffing." And Abba

BENJAMIN said, "Verily this is the house of God, and this is

the door of heaven." And as he was holding converse with the

Cherub, he looked towards the west of the church and saw an

aged man with a beautiful face, and a long beard, and his

countenance was shining like that of an angel. And Abba

BENJAMIN was pleased when he saw that [old man], and he

said within himself, "If one of the bishops were to die, I should

make this old man bishop in his stead." And the Cherub said

unto him, "O benjamin, wouldst thou make this old man

bishop? This is Abba macarius, the father of all archbishops,

and bishops, and monks, and he hath come in the spirit this

day to rejoice with his sons; and not an archbishop who was

appointed by him, and not one of his sons, will be absent,

neither will the spiritual fruits of his monasteries be wanting."

And the Cherub said unto him, "If his sons have kept his

commandments, and have followed in his steps, they will be

with him where he is in glory ; but if they have transgressed his

commandments they shall not share [his] inheritance with him."

And Abba macarius said unto the angel, the Cherub, "My

lord, do not decide about my sons in these words ;
but if there

be left in the bunch only a single grape, the blessing of God

shall be on it. If there be left in them love for each other I

believe that God will not drive them away from His kingdom."

And the Archbishop Abba benjamin marvelled at the mercy

of Abba macarius; and Abba benjamin wrote a Canon

and placed it in the church for a perpetual memorial. And he

I

asked our Lord Jesus Christ that his death might take place

as it were to-day, and [fol. 120 a i] in consequence he died on

the eighth day of the month of Ter.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba andro-
Nicus, the thirty-seventh Archbishop of the city of Alexandria.

This holy man was a deacon, and a son of one of the elders of

the city of Alexandria, and he was a wise and a merciful man,

and he was learned in the Books of the Church. The son of his

father's brother was governor of Alexandria, and because of

his office, and the size of his house, this saint did not live in

monasteries as did all the archbishops his predecessors, but he

lived in his nephew's house in the city of Alexandria all the

days of his life and archiepiscopate. And this father was ap-

pointed archbishop in the tenth year of the reign of hera-
CLius, Emperor of Rome, in the nine hundred and thirty-third

year of the kingdom of King Alexander (a.d. 621-2). And
in the days of his father kesra (khusrau). King of Persia,

rose up, and he was an infidel and worshipped the sun. And he

gathered together his armies, now they were many, and he

invaded the country of Rome, and the countries of Syria and
Palestine, and he laid waste these countries, and carried off

their goods. Then he attacked the country of Egypt and came
to the city of Alexandria, [round about which] there were two
hundred monasteries, which were full of monks, and also full

of goods and possessions wherewith the monks lived lives of

pleasure. And because of this God gave the King of Persia a

dominion over them, and he plundered the monasteries, and
slew all the monks who were in them, and only the few were

left alive who hid themselves from him and escaped; and to

this day [fol. 120a 2] these monasteries have neither been [re]-

built nor [re]-consecrated. And when the men of Alexandria

heard what the Persians had done, they opened to them the

gates of the city. And kesra (khusrau) the king saw in a

dream and it seemed as if one said unto him, "Behold, I have

given this city into thy hand. Thou shalt not lay it waste, but

slay the strong men who are therein, for they are men of

violence. And take the king of the city, and bind him in fetters.

B £ S II 30
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and send him away/' And he ordered the men of the city to

bring unto him the strong young men, the days of whose years

were from eighteen years up to forty or fifty years, so that he

might give each of them twenty dinars in gold, and might

enrol them as soldiers to serve in his regiments and armies,

and protect the city. And the people imagined that what he

said was the truth, and eighty hundred men went out to him

And when he began to count all their numbers, they imagined

that they were going to receive gold; but as soon as he had

finished counting them all, he slew them with the sword. And

then he went up into Upper Egypt, and came to the city

NiKYUS (PSHATI, in the province of menu), and he heard

that in the cells, and in the monasteries and religious houses

there were seven hundred monks whose works were evil, and

he killed them all with the sword. And when heraclius

the Emperor of Rome, heard of what the King of Persia had

done he gathered together his army, and marched against

him, and slew all his army, and plundered all his country And

the spiritual fight of this Abba andronicus was exceedingly

good, and he sat for seven years, and he pleased God, and he

died in peace in the three hundred and forty-seventh year of

the martyrs (a.d. 631), before the kingdom of the Arabs [was

established] in the [fol. 120 a 3] country of Egypt.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba benjamin,

the thirty-eighth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This

was a man of the city of BARSfej, and the son of one of the

wealthy men thereof, and he became a monk, in his early

years, with a certain holy man whose name was tewenas

(THEONAS ?), m a monastery to the west of the city of Alex-

andria. And he grew continually in good works, and he be-

came very learned in the Scriptures, and in the Books of the

Church One night he saw a vision and it seemed as if one

said unto him, '' Rejoice, O benjamin, for thou shalt pasture

the flock of Christ.'' And he told his teacher that he had seen

a vision and his teacher said unto him, '^ Beware of Satans,

lest they lead thee astray by pride." And he added to his virtues

and to his righteousness, and then his teacher took him with
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him, and carried him to Abba andronicus, and told him of

the vision which his son benjamin had seen; and Abba
ANDRONICUS made him a priest, and delivered to him the

charge of the church, and he continued to administer the

church rightly and well until Abba andronicus died, and

then he was appointed archbishop. And great tribulation fell

upon him while he held office. And before the great tribulation

came upon him, the angel of God appeared unto him, and told

him what would happen unto him, and commanded him to

flee, and to take his bishops with him. And this father conse-

crated the Offering [fol. 120 b i] and administered to the people

the Holy Mysteries, and he commanded them to be strong in

the True Faith, and he made them to know what was going to

happen. And then he sent letters to all the bishops, and to all

the heads of the monasteries, and commanded them to take to

flight. Then he departed into the desert of scete, to the

monastery of Abba macarius, and from there he departed

into Upper Egypt. And heraclius. Emperor of Rome, had
dominion over the churches, and over the believers, and he

punished very many of them. And he seized the brother of

Abba benjamin, whose name was minas, and he tortured

him, and burnt his sides with fire, and afterwards he had him
drowned in the river. And in those days the Emperor hera-
clius saw in his sleep that one said unto him, "Behold there

shall come upon thee many people who are circumcised, and
they shall overcome thee, and shall rule over the country."

Now he imagined that these people would be Jews, and that he

would baptize many of them, but the vision which he saw
referred to the kingdom of the Muslims. And they were
MUSLIMS, and they came to him from the land of yatreb
which is a district and a kingdom in the land of Syria. And in

those days *amr, the son of As, came to the land of Egypt,

and he ruled over it, and dwelt therein for three years. In the

one hundred and nineteenth year {sic) of the martyrs 'amr
came to the city of Alexandria, and he destroyed the fortress

thereof, and he burned many churches, and he burned the

church of Saint mark the evangelist, on the sea-shore, which is

[fol. 1206 2] known to be now under the earth {i.e. submerged).

30-2
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And he likewise burned the monasteries and the churches

which were round about the city of Alexandria, and he carried

off as spoil all the goods which were in them. Then the captain

of the soldiers brought ships to the church of the Blessed mark,

and he thrust his hand into the sarcophagus and found the

body of Saint mark and carried it to his ship. And when

'AMR, the son of As, learned the story of Abba benjamin,

and why he had fled, he wrote his letter and sent it into every

district in Egypt, saying, "Come, be not afraid, and govern

thy people and thy churches." And Abba benjamin came

forth from the place whither he had fled in the tenth (?) year

of the reign of the Emperor heraclius, and in the third year

of the kingdom of the Muslims. And 'amr, the son of as,

honoured Abba benjamin with great honour, and he com-

manded his soldiers to give back the churches, and all their

possessions, and all their lands to his priests. And he said unto

him, "Pray for me, for I am going to the country of the West,

and I will become the king over the Five Cities, and when I

come back I will do whatsoever thou desirest." And Abba

benjamin said unto him, " God shall make straight thy path"

;

and he told him everything that would happen unto him.

And when 'amr wished to go away, they brought nigh the

ships so that the soldiers might depart, and outside the port

they took all the ships, except the ship in which was the head

of Saint mark the evangelist, for that would not go out of the

port. And all the sailors gathered together, and tied ropes to

[fol. 1206 3] that ship, and to these they tied other ropes and

hauled, but the ship would not leave the port. And 'amr, the

governor, said, "Burn this ship," but the captain was afraid

to do so, and he told 'amr that he was afraid, because of the

head of Saint mark the evangelist which was in it, and he

revealed the matter to him. And the governor sent to Abba

benjamin and told him about the head of Saint mark the

evangelist, and that night Abba benjamin saw a vision, and

in it Saint mark said unto him, "Prepare for me a place with

thee." And when Abba benjamin heard these words he rose

up, and went to the governor, and told him [about the vision],

and he said unto him, "This is the head of Saint mark the
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evangelist." And as soon as Abba benjamin had taken from

the ship the head of Saint mark, that ship left the port im-

mediately. When the governor saw this he marvelled exceed-

ingly, and he gave Abba benjamin much money, and com-

manded him to build a church for Saint mark; and Abba
benjamin built a beautiful church for him, and laid the head

and body of the saint in it. And this father fought strenuously

with the pagans, and he converted many of them, and brought

them into the True Faith and confirmed them. And in the

days of this saint God brought a great and severe famine

upon all countries, and no famine which had ever been

before it was so dire. And countless people died of this

famine, and their bodies were cast into the highways and

market-places of the cities. And Abba benjamin suffered

from a disease in his foot for twenty years, and he died in

peace; and all the days of his archiepiscopate were nine and

thirty years.

And on this day also [died] melkeyas (malachi) the

prophet [fol. 121 «i] and righteous man, whom they call

"malAk." This prophet was bom after the people returned

from the Captivity, in a place which is called sufas. When
he was a young man he followed a good course of life, and all

the people honoured him for his righteousness, and for this

reason they called him "melkeyas" (malachi), which is,

being interpreted, "angel" (or "prince"), because his appear-

ance was exceeding goodly; and he described in his prophecy

everything which was to come to pass. And the angel of God

used to appear unto him by night, and hold converse with him,

but the people never saw the angel, and they only heard his

voice; now some of them were worthy to see his face openly,

even as it is written in the Book of Judges. And being still a

young man he died and was buried with his fathers in his own
field. Salutation to melk£yas (malachi).

Salutation to andronicus, who after living on the top of

a pillar for seventy years died before the coming of the Muslim

kings into Egypt.
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Salutation to Abba benjamin who was so learned in the

Scriptures that he was made Archbishop of Alexandria.

[fol. 121 a 2] Salutation to the consecration of thy house [0

MARK the evangelist] , by Abba benjamin. [These salutations

are omitted in the Bodleian ms.]

IX. T£R

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father Abba Abraham. The

father of this saint was a merciful man, and he loved the poor.

And in his days there was a great famine in the land of Egypt,

and he gave all his money to the poor; now he was a very rich

man. And because of his integrity and his trustworthiness,

all the crops of all the fields of every village which were round

about his city, and all the crops of his own fields were entrusted

to his care, and they were all in his hands. When the famine

came he gave all the grain which he had by him to the poor and

needy. And God placed compassion in the hearts of the rulers

and noblemen, who sent to him and demanded from him the

grain which they had deposited with him. And he went to

them, and they said nothing whatsoever to him about the

grain, and they wrote him a paper to the effect that he had

brought to each of them their grain. Now his mother was a

God-fearing woman, and Satan was jealous of her, and he

brought great tribulation upon her. And he entered into the

heart of a certain evil man, [fol. I2i a 3] and he gave information

against her to the men of Persia, and they made her captive

and carried her off to Persia. And one night she saw a vision

wherein the man who had laid information against her was

bound with a chain of fire in Sheol, and one said unto her,

"Dost thou see what God hath done, and how I have taken

vengeance on the man who laid information against thee?"

And she said unto him who was shewing her this, ''My lord, I

do not wish suffering and tribulation to come upon him, for he
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died, and went to Sheol." And he who was shewing her this

vision said unto her, ''As for thee, thou shalt certainly return

to thy country, and dwell in thy house"; and this actually

came to pass. And when her husband died, and Saint Abraham

was an orphan, his mother wished to get him married, but he

did not wish this to happen at all; and she rejoiced in him

exceedingly. And when he sought to go and become a monk,

she went with him outside the city to set him on his way and

to bid him farewell, and she lifted up her hands to heaven,

and prayed, and she committed her son to God, and said, "O

my Lord, accept from me this offering." And Abba Abraham
departed and travelled through the desert of scete, and

came to the monastery of Saint Abba macarius, in the days

of Abba JOHN, the Abbot of the desert of scete; and he came

to him, and was to him as a beloved son, and he fought a great

and a good fight. And one day the roof split open, and he saw our

Lord Christ, Who came down to him sitting upon the throne of the

chariot of the Cherubim, who were singing his praises. And he

was afraid and trembled, and made haste and bowed down to

Him and our Lord blessed him, [fol. 121 6 i] and went up into

heaven with great glory. And the miracle of the split roof of the

house through which our Lord Jesus Christ came down is remem-

bered unto this day. And Abraham's abode was near that of

his spiritual father, Abba j ohn, the abbot, and it is called to-day

"beg BIG." And the angel of God used to summon him fre-

quently, and he would reveal unto him many mysteries. And

then Abba Abraham went to dabra horyon, and he found

Abba ga'argi there, and he took him with him to the desert

of scete; and they lived in the same cell until their deaths.

And when Abba John, the abbot, died, Satan brought a serious

illness upon Abba Abraham, and he continued in that illness

for eighteen years. And when his death drew nigh he asked

them to administer to him the Holy Body and Honourable

Blood of our Lord Christ, and they administered to him the

Holy Mysteries. And Abba JOHN came unto him in the

spirit, and told him, saying, "Behold, God inviteth thee to

the great marriage-feast"; and then he died in peace, his

days being eighty years. And their house existeth to this
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day, and their tombs are known to this day. Salutation to

ABRAHAM.

[fol. 12162] Salutation to thee, O thou who dost hide in

the city of Nazareth.

And on this day also are commemorated the holy fathers

GEORGE, and NOSMESA, and diskres (dioscurus ?).

X. T£r

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

Our learned fathers of the Church who were before us, the

chiefs of the Councils, have laid down the law that believers

should fast on this day until the evening, and that they should

eat no kind of moist (or, fatty) food whatsoever, and only

that kind which is eaten during the Great Fast of Lent. And
the reason why the fathers ordained that believers should fast

on this day until the evening is this: The holy Apostles com-

manded in the Canon, saying, " If the festival of the Birth or the

festival of the Baptism fall on the Fourth Day of the week, or

on the Sixth Day of the week, let them eat in the morning every

kind of food which is eaten at Pentecost, for these two festivals

are to God, so that men may not imagine that we regale our-

selves with the luxuries of this fleeting world. And let us not

make our feasts with meats and drink like the festivals of the

Jews and pagans.'' Therefore our learned fathers of the Church,

who were before us, have commanded us to fast these two days,

namely, before the festival of the Birth and the festival of the

Baptism. And these two days [fol. 121 6 3] shall take the place

of the Fourth Day of the week and the Sixth Day of the week

when the festival of the Birth and the festival of the Baptism

fall on them, and two matters shall be fulfilled by us, the matter

of fasting and the matter of the festival; and this is ordained

in the churches of the Egyptians. And if the day of Bayramum
fall on the First Day of the week, or on the Sabbath of the

FIFTH MONTH—TER (jAN. 6-FEB. 5) 477

I

Jews, one shall fast on the Fourth Day of the week preceding it

until the evening, and shall only eat what it is meet to eat

during the Great Fast. And if the festival of the Birth and the

festival of the Baptism fall on the Sabbath, or on the First

Day of the week, or on the second day, it is impossible to fast

on the day preceding the Sabbath and the First Day of the

week, but they shall eat what is eaten during the Great Fast.

And on the night of the festival of the Baptism they shall rise

up before midnight, and pray over the water and dip them-

selves in it. And the reason why they must rise up before

midnight is that the young may not be cast away in the water

when they are baptized. And they shall consecrate the Offering

before the day dawneth, and they shall come into the church

very early, even as the Apostles commanded in the holy Canon.

And the Melchites, if the festival of the Birth and the

festival of the Baptism fall on the day before the Sabbath, on

the First Day of the week, fast on the sixth day of the week

preceding the festival until the ninth hour, according to their

frequent custom. And on the day before the Sabbath; and

before the First Day of the week, they ordain the consecration

(of the Eucharist), at the third hour or earlier, they eat a yoimg

...and drink if they wish. And then the priests sit in the

church, and pray the prayer of the hours, and read the prophecy

which is suitable for the festival. And they [fol. 122 a i] pray

over the water at the time of evening on that day, which is

the tenth day of the month of Ter. But this is not according to

what the Apostles commanded in the holy Canon, for the pure

Apostles commanded them to keep the festival of the Epiphany,

which is, being interpreted, the ''appearance of our God" on

the seventh day of the month of the Second Kanun, which is

the eleventh day of the month of Ter. And the Melchites

transgress the command of the holy fathers, the doctors of the

Church, and they eat on the day of the festival, in the morning

if it fall on the Fourth or the Sixth Day of the week, and they do

not fast on the day before it instead of it. As for us, we ask our

Lord Christ to cleanse us from all our sins, and to reveal the

glory of His Godhead in our hearts even as He revealed it in

the River Jordan—to Him be glory, etc.
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And on this day died Abba tawbentos (theopantus ?).

This saint was brought up from his youth in the house of Abba
TAUNA (theonas?), Archbishop of Romya, and it was he

who arrayed him in the garb of the monastic Hfe. And when
the archbishop saw that he was endowed with wisdom and

strength he made him a bishop, and the head of a monastery

outside the city of Alexandria in a place which is called tina-
diran; and the number of the monks who were subject to his

rule was seven hundred. And after this when tawbentos
(theopantus ?), the bishop and preacher and the brethren

who were with him, heard of the commotion which was taking

place through the Emperor Diocletian, the heretic, and

worshipper of idols, he fled and departed to dabra sihat,

and took up his abode with a God-fearing [fol. 122 a 2] virgin,

and he lived hidden in her house for a long time. At the begin-

ning of his stay he found that she worshipped idols through

fear of the emperor, but he converted her from error to the

Faith of Christ. And from there he went to dabra tarnut
and DABRA MARM us, wishing to hear the histories of the

churches of Egypt, and he lived in each monastery hidden for

two or three days (?), submitting himself to fasting, and prayer,

and many vigils. And all the brethren testified that the gift

of the Holy Spirit had descended upon him, and God wrought

signs and miracles by his hands, and he even converted many
thieves and robbers to the service of Christ, and made them

monks. And having grown very old and grey, and knowing

that the day of his departure was nigh, he exhorted his children

to be strong in the True Faith, and to keep his commandments,

and he died in peace.

And on this day also are commemorated Abba kinaria
(cynarius ?), and batrika (patricia) the queen, and

tomiani the martyr.
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[fol. 122^3] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day our Lord Jesus Christ was baptized in the River

Jordan by JOHN the Baptist. And the festival which is kept

on this day is called in the tongue of the Greeks ''Ipiphany,"

which is, being interpreted, ''the appearance of the Godhead,"

because on this day appeared the mystery of the Holy Trinity

—the Father, saying from heaven, ''This is My Son Whom I

love, in Whom I am well pleased. Hear Him.*' And the Son

was standing in the Jordan, and the Holy Spirit, in the form of

a dove, was standing on Him, even as john the Baptist was

a witness of this, saying, "Our Lord Christ, having been bap-

tized, went up out of the water; and straightway the heavens

were rent, and the Holy Spirit came down upon Him like a

dove. And a voice came from heaven, saying. This is My
Son Whom I love, with Whom I am well pleased. Hear Him."

And on this day our Lord revealed Himself, (now, for a period

of thirty years He had not revealed Himself to anyone), and

on this day He revealed Himself to the children of Israel. And

JOHN the evangelist was a witness, and john the Baptist was

a witness to Him before the people, and he openly said unto

them, "This is the Lamb of God Who taketh away the sin

of the world." And His pronouncement I do not understand, and

only that He appeared unto Israel, and because of this I came

out to baptize Him with water. And at this festival the glory

of Christ appeared, as that of the Son of God, and His own glory

as the Lamb of [fol. 1226 i] God, Who taketh away the sins

of the world. Because of this the festival this day is a great

festival among all Christian peoples, and they cleanse them-

selves with holy water in imitation of the Baptism of our Lord

Christ; and they receive during this festival remission of their

sins, provided that they continue in the purity which they

have received. Therefore it is meet for us to keep, and serve,

and glorify the abundant grace of our God and Redeemer

Jesus Christ, Who became man for our sakes, and delivered us

from our sins.
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And on this day also Saint anatolius became a martyr.

This saint was one of the men of Persia, and he was made a

general of the army of Rome, and he continued in his office for

fifteen years. When the Emperor Diocletian denied Christ,

this saint chose the kingdom of heaven, and rejected the

honour of this fleeting world. And he came and stood up before

the Emperor diocletian, and he unfastened his belt [and

cast it away from him], and he cursed the emperor and his

idols; and the emperor was amazed at his daring. And when

the emperor learned that he was a Persian nobleman, he spake

him fair and persuaded him [to reject Christ], and he then

handed him over to khermanos, the general, that perad-

venture he might be able to convert him from the Faith of

Christ. And when khermanos was unable to change his

thoughts from the Godhead of Christ, he brought him back

to the emperor who condemned him to be tortured with every

kind of torture. And our Lord Christ sent His angel to him,

and he comforted him in every tribulation. And the emperor

[fol. 122 h 2] tortured him for many days, and doubled his

tortures, and he hung him up on the wheel, and beat him several

times; and the soldiers flayed him, and cut out his tongue, and

they threw him to the ravening beasts, and then they cast him

into a dark place. And he delivered up his soul thrice, but

God raised him up. And when DiocLETiAN the infidel was

wearied with torturing him, he commanded them to cut off

his head with the sword, [and they did so], and he received the

crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens.

And on this day also died Saint Abba john, the seventy-

fourth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This father was

a merchant before he was made Archbishop of Alexandria, and

he traded with the country of India, and he was always travel-

ling on the sea. First of all he became a deacon in the church of

Saint MERCURius, the martyr, in MfeSR (cairo). And he

became a scribe, but he abandoned the scribe's profession and

became a merchant. And [the bishops] elected him archbishop,

and they enthroned him on Sunday, the fourth day of the

month of Yakatit (Feb.-March) in the nine hundred and fifth
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year of the martyrs (a.d. 1189) ; and he protected his flock well.

And he had very much money before he was made archbishop,

that is to say, a sum of twenty thousand dinars in gold. And
he gave all his money in his lifetime to the poor Christians,

and to the churches and monasteries, and all his money came

to an end before his death, and he died in debt to his brother's

son. During the days of his archiepiscopate he never ate bread

at the expense of any [fol. 1226 3] Christian person, or at the

expense of any nobleman, or any poor man; and he never

accepted a present (or fee) from any of them. He held his office

for eight and twenty years, and he died on the day of the

festival of the Baptism [i.e. Epiphany), on the eleventh day

of the month of Ter in the nine hundred and thirty-second year

of the martyrs (a.d. 12 16).

And on this day also died Saint Justus, and Saint fayyos.

And on this day also died the holy father and fighter Abba

wA KRIS. This saint was brought up with basil the Great,

and he made him a priest; and he was of goodly appearance,

and his face was very pleasing. As a young man his first act

was to desire the governor's wife, for he loved her dearly, and

she loved him, and they made a plan together to go to another

place where they could fulfil their desires. And whilst they were

taking pains to arrange this matter wakris saw himself in a

dream bound in fetters, and standing up before the governor's

tribune, and there were many bound in fetters with him, and

each one of them was being questioned concerning his sins.

And he said in his heart, '*What is the meaning of my being

fettered? Can it possibly be because of this woman, with whom
I wish to defraud her husband, who will lay information against

me and have me brought to this serious state?" And whilst

he was feeling disturbed over this matter there came unto him

a man in the form of an old friend, and he said unto him, "What

is the meaning of this thy being fettered?" And wakris
wished to hide himself, and was ashamed of his sin. And when

his friend pressed him, he said unto him, " O my friend, thus and

thus have I done. [fol. 123 a i] It seemeth to me that so and so
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hath laid an information against me, because of his wife, and

because of this I am afraid and am troubled." And the angel

who had come unto him in the form of his friend, said unto him,

"O my beloved, swear unto me by the Gospel that thou wilt

not do this thing, and [then] thou shalt not go back to it a

second time; I will be surety for thee." And wakris swore to

him by the Gospel. And when he woke up from his sleep he

knew that the vision which he had seen was true, and he there-

fore left his city and departed to Alexandria, where he found a

certain God-fearing woman, whose name was helani; and

when they were holding converse together he told her every-

thing which was in his heart. And she said unto him, ''Abandon

thy splendid apparel, and dress thyself in a humble garb, and

make thyself a close follower of God." And from there he went

into the desert, and he dwelt there and lived upon the herbs

thereof until his belly became dried up, like a stone, and exhaus-

tion seized him, and at length our Lord came and healed him.

And the devils used to tempt him and afflict him severely, but he

fought strenuously with fasting and with prayer. And in the

winter time he used to stand naked under the falling rain, and

in the summer he was afflicted by the burning heat of the sun,

and by the cold at night, and at length the gift of the Holy

Spirit was given unto him. And the angels used to come unto

him and feed him with the bread of heaven, and give him to

drink out of the heavenly cup, and he was worthy of divine

vision so that he might know hidden things. And he composed

three homilies, one on those who dwell in the desert, and one

on the company of the brethren, and one on the priesthood.

One day there came unto him a certain dweller in the desert

whose name was bula, and they embraced each other, and

BULA said unto him, " O my brother wakri s, do not live alone.

Make a few of the brethren to come and live with thee, to

comfort thee, [f01.123^2] and thou shalt be dehvered from

the war of Satan"; and he did so. And one day there came to

him three Satans who had taken the forms of the heretics of

ARius, and nestorius, and mani, and he disputed with

them about their faiths, and he vanquished them by the words

of the Holy Scriptures, and by the doctrine of the orthodox
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fathers; and he worked many miracles, and his miracles were

innumerable. One day having arrived at the church he wished

to go in, but found it closed, and the brethren searched for the

keys and could not find them ; and having made the sign of the

Cross over the gates they opened to him by his will. And this

WAKRIS is he of whom it is said, that when the brethren said

unto him, "Thy father is dead," he replied to them, "Ye lie;

my father is a heavenly being and cannot die." And behold his

history is written in the narrative of his strife, and in the Book
of the Histories of the Holy Fathers. And having grown very

old and grey, he departed to God Whom he loved.

Salutation to Thy Baptism by which every man is cleansed

of his sins.

Salutation to Thy Baptism which took place at the end of

thirty winters.

[fol. 123a 3] Salutation to Justus, and to guedet (?).

Salutation to John, who gave twenty thousand dinars in

silver and gold to the poor and needy.

Xn. Ter

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is celebrated the festival of the glorious angel,

MICHAEL the archangel. On this day God sent michael
the archangel to jacob-israel when he was afraid of his

brother esau, and he delivered him from him, and brought

him over the River Jordan. And jacob went to laban his

mother's brother, and married two of his daughters leah and

RACHEL. And MICHAEL brought him back, and smoothed his

way to safety, and to peace with his brother, together with his

possessions and his children. And his brother esau welcomed

him with peace and love. Therefore is celebrated the festival of

MICHAEL the archangel.
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[fol. 12361] And on this day also Theodore banadle-
wos (the Anatolian ?), the strong and mighty man from the

East (?), became a martyr. This great fighter was of the men
of the city of Antioch, and he was a kinsman of the royal

family. His father's name was 'adrakos, who was a general

in the emperor's army in the days of numarnos, the pagan

(ardmt), the Emperor of Rome; and the name of his mother was

PATRICIA, that is to say ''free bom lady/' who was the sister

of BASiLiDES the general. When the Emperor numerianus
died in the war against the Persians, (now his son Justus was

engaged in war), the empire remained without an emperor.

And 'adrakos, the father of Theodore, and basilides,

administered the kingdom until diocletian the infidel

reigned. Now diocletian was formerly ruler over Egypt,

and he married the daughter of the Emperor numerianus,
who was a sister of Saint just us, and she made him emperor.

And Saint Theodore having arrived at man's estate was

strong and mighty in the wars in which he engaged, and he

conquered his enemies, and they fled before him; [and he was

so greatly feared] that when the Persians said [to their fellows]

"Behold THEODORE hath come," their hearts (i.e. courage)

would break, and they would flee. And some of the men who
were there said,

*' Theodore is the god of the men of Rome,

and it is he who raised up twice nigomidos (nicomedes),

the son of the King of ku£z (khuzistan), because of whom
diocletian denied Christ, and worshipped idols. Now dio-

cletian had deposited nigomidos (nicomedes) with the

Archbishop [of Antioch], [fol. 1236 2] to be kept in safety, and

the archbishop took from his father gold weighed in a balance,

as much as the young man weighed, and he sent it back to his

father. And Saint Theodore was fighting on the river which

is called bunabesi; and he had a friend who was called

lavendius. And one night he saw, as it were, a ladder which

reached from earth to heaven, and at the head of the ladder

was our Lord sitting upon a great throne, and there were round

about Him thousands of thousands [of angels], and tens of

thousands of angels were standing before Him. And he saw

under the ladder a great serpent, which was Satan. And He

ft
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who was sitting upon the throne said unto him, " O Theodore,
the Anatolian, Dost thou wish to become a son to Me? " And
THEODORE the Anatolian said unto him, '*Who art Thou,

my Lord? " And He said unto him, ''I am Jesus the Word of

God, and, as for thee, needs must that thou shalt shed thy blood

for My Name's sake." And then Theodore saw one of those

who were standing there take him and dip him in the Lake of

Fire three times, and his whole person became like fire, and he

was like unto those who were standing round the throne. And
THEODORE the Anatolian said unto our Lord, *'My Lord, I do
[not] wish to be separated from my friend lavendius." And
our Lord answered and said unto him, "Not lavendius only,

but BANiKOROS, the captain of the army of ku£z (khuzi-
stan) also." Then Theodore the Anatolian saw those angels

seize lavendius and [BA]NiK6R0S, and dip them into the

Lake of Fire; and they gave them to Theodore the Anatolian,

and he rejoiced greatly. And when Theodore woke from his

dream he told [fol. 12363] lavendius what had happened,

and he rejoiced with great joy, and they embraced each other.

Then the might of God carried them to the place where was
[BA]NiK6R6s, the captain of the army of kuez (khuzistan),
and he welcomed them, and embraced them, as if he knew them

;

now they had never seen him [before]. Then banikoros
described to them that vision, even as they had seen it, and they

marvelled exceedingly. And banikoros said to Theodore
the Anatolian, ''Know, O my brother, that they have given

me and my brother into thy hand." Then they rose up straight-

way, and came to their soldiers, and they all rose up and made
an agreement together to shed their blood for the Name of our

Lord Christ. And it came to pass that at this time the emperor

sent ,and summoned Theodore the Anatolian to him, and he

informed him that he had made peace with the King of kuez
(khuzistan). When the Emperor diocletian denied our

Lord Christ and worshipped idols, the King of kuez (khuzi-
stan) rejoiced exceedingly. And Saint Theodore the Ana-
tolian said unto them, "He who wisheth to save his soul from

the sword, let him depart ; and he who wisheth to fight for the

Name of Christ our Lord, let him dwell with us." And they all
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cried out with a loud voice, saying, ''The death which thou

diest we will die with thee, and thy God is our God/' And the

blessed Theodore the Anatolian said unto them, ''If that

which ye say be true, get ye all down into the river and dip

yourselves in the water thereof, in the Name of the Father

and the Son and the Holy Spirit." And straightway they

stripped off their raiment, and went down into the river, and

they dipped themselves therein [fol. 124a i] thrice, even as he

told them. And as they were coming up out of the water they

heard a voice from heaven saying, " Be ye strong, O My martyrs,

and be ye conquerors, for I will be with you.*' And when

THEODORE the Anatolian drew nigh unto the city of Antioch,

he left the soldiers outside, and he went in with his two friends

LAVENDius and BANiKOROS, and the emperor welcomed

THEODORE the Anatohan with gladness, and he asked him

questions about the war and about the army; and theodore
told him everything that had happened. And after this the

emperor reminded him to worship apollo in his presence, and

Saint THEODORE the Anatolian rebuked the emperor; and the

emperor cursed him and his friend lavendius and his com-

panion BANIKOROS, and they cursed the emperor. And

siDRAKOS, the father of Saint theodore the Anatolian,

died. And the emperor was wroth, and he commanded his

soldiers to carry away the saints lavendius and bani-

KOROS to the country of the menadaweyan, so that they

might be tortured there; now Diocletian was afraid of the

Persians, because banikoros was captain of the Persians.

And they tortured lavendius and his friend banikoros,

and they received crowns of martyrdom on the twelfth day of

the month of Ter. And as for the Anatolian, the emperor com-

manded the soldiers to drive one hundred and fifty-three great

long nails into his body, and they laid him upon a komol tree,

and drove these iron nails through his body. And God sent

His angel michael the archangel to him, and he comforted

him and strengthened him in his tribulation. And at that time

our Lord Christ appeared unto Saint theodore the Anatolian,

and He said unto him, " Peace be unto thee, O My chosen one,

[fol. 124^2] THEODORE the Anatolian! Bear thou patiently

k
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all this suffering. And now, dost thou wish Me to take out all

these nails from thy body, and to heal thee, and to put to shame
this perverse emperor?" And theodore the Anatolian said

unto our Lord Jesus Christ, "Behold, it is better for me to die

for Thy Name's sake.'' And our Lord Jesus said unto theo-
dore the Anatolian, "Behold, I have prepared three crowns
for thee: one for thy virginity, and one because thou hast

laboured for My beloved, and one for thy death for My Name's
sake. If a man be in grief and sorrow which is very grievous,

and tribulation hath fallen upon him, and he pray to Me in

thy name, I will relieve him, and will deliver him, and will

make him glad and will bless him. And if a man be in tribulation

at sea in respect of his ship, and he pray to Me in thy name, I

will deliver him. And if a man go into the battle, or go into a

fight, and he call upon thy name, I will deliver him, and will

be his helper. And if a man build a shrine for thee, or write a

book of thy strife, or commemorate thee, or bring a gift in thy
name, I will receive him and make him to be glad in the king-

dom of the heavens. And if a man give alms to the poor and
needy, or to the orphans, or to the prisoner, or to the pilgrim,

I will forgive him his sin, and I will reward him in the kingdom
of the heavens. And him that doeth a good deed on the day
of thy commemoration and for thy name's sake, I will receive."

And after this our Lord Jesus Christ gave theodore the

benediction of peace, and went up into heaven. And theo-
dore saw three angels who gave him three crowns, and then

he died, [fol. 124a 3] and he delivered up his soul into the hand
of God, and he received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom
of the heavens. And after his death the Emperor Diocletian
sent to the soldiers of theodore heathen priests carrying

idols, and a herald went round proclaiming thus: "Whosoever
loveth the emperor let him worship the glorious gods." And all

the soldiers cried out, saying, "There is no king except our Lord
Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords." And when
the emperor heard this he sent his soldiers and they cut off

the heads of these men with the sword, and they were in number
two hundred and fifty thousand. And the air was filled with
beings of light who placed crowns upon their heads.

11-2
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Salutation to Thy loving going, O Lord, into the house of the

marriage-feast to make water into wine.

Salutation to michael the archangel who went to help

THEODORE.

Salutation to thee, Theodore, thou shoot from the

country of the East.

[fol. 124b i] Salutation to the two hundred and fifty thousand

men who suffered with Theodore. Salutation to laven-

Dius and to his companion banikoros.

And on this day also are commemorated julian the martyr,

and DANIEL the monk, the son of ISAAC. [Omitted in the

Bodleian MS.]

XIII. TfeR

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is commemorated the miracle which our Lord

wrought at the marriage at Cana of Galilee, even as saith the

Holy Gospel ; this miracle was the first which the Lord wrought

in Galilee. And by His Divine command He changed water

and made it into sweet wine, and not thin wine, but wine sound

and good to the taste, and of pleasant perfume. To this fact

the master of the feast testified, when he called the bridegroom,

and said unto him, ** Every man maketh the wine which is

good to be drunk first of all, and when [the priests] have drunk

freely, he giveth them wine which is inferior to drink; but thou

hast kept back the good till the last, even unto this moment."

And [fol. 124b 2] in that place His glory appeared, and His

disciples believed on Him.

And on this day the Seven Children whose names are 'arsa-

LIDAS, DUAMEDOS (DIOMEDIS), EUGENIUS, DEMETRIUS,

BERNATius, STEPHEN and IRAKOS (CYRIACUS?); these
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men were sons of nobles of the city who were strong in the

Faith of Christ. And it was reported unto the wicked Emperor
DECius that they were Christians, and he had them brought

to him, and he pressed them to worship his idols; and when
they refused to do so he appointed them a time wherein they

could take counsel together about the matter, and decius
went to his palace. And these Seven blessed Children went to

their houses, and they distributed all their goods among the

poor and needy, and the dinars which were left they took with

them for their necessities, and they [went and] hid themselves

in a cave to the east of the city. And duameyosis, a young

man of wisdom and understanding, used to go on errands for

them in the city, and buy their food for them, and he told them
the talk which he heard. When the Emperor decius returned

to the city he sought the Seven Children, and when the people

told him that they were in a cave, he commanded the soldiers

to block up the mouth of the cave with stones. And when these

holy Children fell asleep in the evening God took their souls

and made them to rest in the Garden, and they slept for three

hundred and seventy-two years. And there were two faithful

servants of the emperor whose names were theodore and

MACEDONius, and they took two tablets of lead and wrote

upon them the memorial of the saints, and placed them at the

mouth of the cave. And after the Emperor decius died,

many emperors reigned. And in the days of theodosius,
[fol. 1246 3] the spiritual emperor, there rose up certain heretical

men who denied the resurrection of the dead. And there was a

certain nobleman whose name was aldius, and he wanted to

build a pen for his sheep, and he commanded the workmen to

bring stones for this purpose. And they opened the cave, and

those saints woke up, and they sent duamedos (diomedis)

to buy food for them. And when the men of the city saw that

the dinar was inscribed with the name of decius, they seized

DUAMEDOS (diomedis), thinking that he had found a buried

treasure. And they brought him before the magistrates and

the bishop, and when they examined him he told them about

the young men ; and when they had gone there they found them

seated and sending forth rays of light like the sun. And the
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bishop took the lead tablets and read their history which was

written upon them, and when [the magistrates] heard that they

had fallen asleep in the days of decius they marvelled and

glorified God. And they sent a message to theodosius the

emperor, and when he arrived he saluted the saints, and was

blessed by them. And having conversed with him, and blessed

him, they fell asleep on the ground and delivered up their

souls to God; and the Emperor theodosius wept over them

and buried them in that place. Salutation to the seven
SLEEPERS.

And on this day also are commemorated karnos (cari-

Nus ?) the martyr, and minas of the cell (i.e. the anchorite).

And on this day also died Abba nakaro. This holy man
was a spiritual fighter, [fol. 125 « i] but no man knew it. He
used to put thorns under his shirt so that he might not sleep

soundly, and he kept vigil by day and by night, and because

of his excessive humility they made him a doorkeeper. And
there was in that monastery a certain monk, an anchorite, who
was able to see hidden things by the spirit. One night in his

sleep he saw that he was standing on a high place, and below

him was a garden [filled with] fruits of all kinds, and streams of

water ran round about through it, and in the midst of them was

Abba NAKARO, watering this plot and that. And that monk
said unto him, '*0 my brother nakaro. Unto whom belongeth

this garden? " And nakaro said unto him, " I planted it." And
the monk said unto nakaro, *'I wish thee to give me some of

the fruits thereof.'* Then nakaro cut off three pomegranates,

and gave them to him, and he tied them up in his garment;

and when he awoke from his sleep he found the fruit. And he

went to Abba nakaro and he found him standing in the

doorway, and he said unto him, *'0 my brother, hast thou seen

me this [past] night?'' And nakaro said unto him, ''Yea, I

saw thee, and I gave thee three pomegranates." And when
the monk went into the monastery he told the monks and the

abbot everything which had happened, and he shewed them the

pomegranates, and the brethren marvelled at the holiness of
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Abba nakaro, for it was then summer time, and not the season

for pomegranates. And the monks were sorry that they had

appointed Abba nakaro to such a lowly position as that of

doorkeeper, and they wanted to give him a higher position;

but when they went to him they could not find him, and they

sorrowed for him with a great sorrow. And the pilgrims told

them that he died as on this day. [fol. 125^2] Salutation to

the blessed Abba nakar5.

XIV. T£r

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day the most excellent mehrAel, the virgin,

became a martyr. She was a native of tomAwihA, and she

had God-fearing and Christian parents ; her father was a priest

and his name was John, and [the name of] her mother was

hi LARIA. They had no children, and because of this were

very sad, and they prayed to God, and after they had waited

some days, hi laria was rewarded with a beautiful daughter,

whom she named "mehrAel." And when the maiden was

twelve years old she began to work many signs and wonders,

by the grace of the Holy Spirit, which dwelt upon her. And
then when the wicked diocletian was reigning she went

out one day to the river bank, and she found a ship and she

embarked in it, and she departed with those who were going

to martyrdom. When she arrived at the city of 'ensnA
(esnah ?), they set her before the governor, whose name was

PHILIPIANUS. And when he saw her, he had pity on her for

her tender body, and he wanted to set her free; but as soon as

she knew that he was going to release her, she cursed him [fol.

125^3] with great boldness, and reviled his unclean gods.

Therefore was the governor wroth, and he commanded her to

be tortured severely. When he could not persuade her to

abandon the True Faith, he commanded the hunters to

collect all kinds of serpents, and scorpions, and vipers, and

reptiles which sting, and to throw them into a corn sack and
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to put the saint into the sack with them; and the soldiers did

so. Thereupon the angel of God appeared, and gave her a

promise; and after this she delivered up her soul, and finished

her martyrdom, and received her heavenly crown. Then they

took her out of the com sack and buried her in that place.

When her father and mother heard of it, they set out with very

many natives of their city, and when they arrived at the place

where her body was, they took it up, and made it ready for

burial with great honour, and they carried it away and laid it

in a beautiful coffer. And they built over her a shrine, inside

the house, in a secret place, and many miracles were made
manifest there.

And on this day also four and forty soldiers of the company
of Saint cyriacus [and julitta] became martyrs. [The

Bodleian MS. has five thousand four hundred and thirty-four.]

And on this day also died the holy father and spiritual

fighter ARCHILIDES (?). This holy man was one of the patri-

cians of Rome; the name of his father was John, and that of

his mother sandalika. And they both were righteous [fol.

125 h i] before God, and they walked in the commandments
of God without blemish. And when the days of Saint archi-
LiDES were twelve years, his father died, and his mother
wanted to marry him to a wife, but he did not wish this. And
his mother advised him to go to the emperor, so that he might
receive the office which his father had held, and she sent two
of his servants with him, and also many gifts to give to the

emperor. And when they were on the sea a mighty storm of

wind broke on them, and the waves rose high, and the ship was
broken in pieces, but Saint archilides hung on to one of

the planks of the ship and it carried him to dry land. And
when he was going up from the sea he found the dead body of

a man which had been cast into the sea, and he sat down and
wept over it and remembered the transience of the world. And
he rebuked his soul, and said unto it, '*What have you and I

to do with the goods of this fleeting world? After I am dead I

shall return to dust." And straightway he rose up and prayed,

]/
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and entreated the Lord Christ that he might go in the right way,

and then he walked on and arrived at a monastery of the

country of Syria, which was built in the name of Saint RO-
MAN us. And he gave to the abbot the two hundred dinars in

gold which he had left, and he begged him to array him in the

garb of the monastic life; now the Holy Spirit had told the

abbot about archilides before his arrival, and when he came

he rejoiced in him with a great joy. And he gathered together

[fol. 125 h 2] all the holy brethren and monks in the church,

and the abbot prayed over Saint archilides, and he arrayed

him in the holy garb of the monk, and the brethren rejoiced

in him with a great joy, because, manifestly, the grace of God
was upon him. And Saint archilides, having become a

monk, devoted himself to the narrow way, and he fought a

great fight. And he always fasted seven days at a time, and he

prayed day and night, and God gave him the gift of healing

the sick; and the people brought unto him all those that were

sick, [and he prayed] over them and healed them. And he made
a covenant with our Lord Christ that he would never look upon

the face of a woman. And being without information concerning

him for a period of twelve years, and not knowing what had

become of him, his mother sorrowed for him, and thought that

he was dead; and she mourned for him greatly. And she built

a fine house for receiving strangers, and she added to it a house

wherein the pilgrims, and the poor, and the needy, might lodge

;

and she herself lived in an upper room of the house for strangers

(i.e. her guest house). And one day she heard certain travellers

talking among themselves about the fame of Saint archi-
lides, and his holiness, and his spiritual fight, and the grace

of God which was upon him, and they also described his miracles

and the beauty of his appearance. And when she heard them
talking, her heart burned like fire, and she knew that they

were talking about her son. And she called the travellers, and

asked them about her son, and they told her all about him,

and she knew that her beloved son was alive. And she rose up
straightway and travelled until she came to the monastery of

Saint ROMAN us, and she sent a message to her son archi-
lides and said, "Behold, I have arrived, and I wish [fol.
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125 & 3] to see thy face; I am thy mother." And he sent a

message unto her, saying, ''I have made a covenant with my
Lord Jesus Christ that I will never look upon the face of a
woman again, and I cannot break the covenant which I have
made with my Lord Jesus Christ." Then she sent a second
message unto him wherein she begged and entreated him that

she might see his face, and she said unto him, ''If thou dost

not shew me thy face I will go into the desert, and the wild

beasts shall devour me." And when Saint archilides knew
that she would not leave him, and he, on his part, was unable
to break his covenant with God, straightway he prayed to

God and asked Him to receive his soul. And he said unto the

gatekeeper, *'Go to my mother, and let her come in to me";
now God had accepted his prayer and heard his petition, and
had taken his holy soul. And when his mother came in she

found that he had delivered up his soul, and she cried out with
a loud voice and wept; then she asked God to take her soul,

and He heard her petition also and took her soul. And when
the monks wanted to make them ready for burial they tried

to separate the body of Saint archilides from the body of

his mother, but a voice came from the body of Saint archi-
lides, saying, "Bury my body with the body of my mother
in one grave; I did not give her her heart's desire; let her see

me." When they heard this voice they marvelled exceedingly

and glorified God, and they buried the two of them in one
grave. And God made manifest from his body a great power
for the healing of all sick folk.

[fol. 126a i] And on this day also Saint 'emrais became a
martyr. This blessed maiden had honourable parents who held
firmly the Faith of Christ, and she was brought up in the fear

of God. And one day when she was going down to the river to

draw water, she saw the bishops, priests, and deacons who
were bound in fetters for Christ's sake. And she asked the

scribe to write her name down with theirs, and they brought
her to QUILQUILIANUS the wicked governor, and he per-

suaded her with many words to worship idols. And when she

refused to do so he commanded the soldiers to cut off her head,

S [and they did so,] and she finished her martyrdom with all

those who were her companions.

And on this day also died maxim us, the brother of Saint

damAtheus (sic). And behold we have written the account of

his strife with that of his brother in the section for the seven-

teenth day of the month of Ter.

Salutation to the blessed mehrael who finished her

martyrdom in a corn sack; and salutation to her brother.

Salutation to archilides who was buried with his mother.

Salutation to 'emrais, who left her water-jar, [fol. 126^2]
and joined the company of fettered men who were to become
martyrs.

Salutation to maximus who fought the spiritual fight from

his youth up.

Salutation to 'abdeyu, the follower of Elijah.

Salutation to the four thousand and thirty and four soldiers

who asked that they might be beheaded (?) outside the city.

XV. Ter

in the name of the father and the son
and the holy ghost, one god

On this day died 'abdeyu (obadiah), the prophet and
righteous man. This prophet was the son of hananya, and
he prophesied in the days ofjEHOSHAPHAT. And God spake

by the voice of this prophet concerning His Resurrection, and
concerning the day of retribution, and what would happen to

the children of Israel, and to those who remained among the

Gentiles ; and he made strong the people of Israel, and rebuked

them often. And he was the third captain whom ahab sent
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with fifty men to summon Elijah to him. Now, fire having
come down from heaven, and burnt up the two captains who
preceded him, and the men who were [fol. 126 a 3] with them,
at the word of Elijah the prophet, when 'abdeyu (oba-
diah) came to him he did not behave with arrogance or shew
himself proud Hke the two captains who came before him. But
he was humble, and he came to Elijah the prophet, and knelt

down upon his knees before him, and he asked him not to destroy

him, like the two captains and the men who came before him,

and those who were with him. And when he said this Elijah
the prophet had compassion upon him, and he came down and
went to AHAB with him. And after Elijah came down and
went with him [to ahab], this just man knew within himself

that the service of Elijah was greater and more honourable
than the service of the kings of the earth, and that the service

of ELIJAH appertained to the service of the King of heaven;
and he forsook the service of King ahab and followed Elijah
the prophet, and ministered unto him. And the grace of God
descended upon him, and prophecy, and the power to prophesy;

and all the days of his prophesying were twenty years and
more, and he prophesied nine hundred years before the coming
of our Lord. And he died in peace and was buried in the tomb
of his fathers in the field which was known as bet kherum.

And on this day also the Christians of the country of Syria

celebrate the festival of the death of Saint Gregory. This

father Gregory was perfect with his fathers in every virtue,

both of mind and body. He learned all science and doctrine,

and he was very wise, and he was well acquainted with the

language and writings of the Greeks, and he was exceedingly

zealous in the True Faith. And all these things being perfect

in him, [fol. 1266 i] and being of a good disposition, [the

bishops and priests] elected him against his will, and made him
Bishop of the city of naksesa, which is da set. And he
protected the flock of God over which he was set, and he
illumined their souls and minds with his discourses, and his

wise exhortations, and his rebukes; and he translated (or,

interpreted) the Old and New Testaments. And when the
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Emperor theodosius assembled the Council of One Hundred

and Fifty Bishops in the city of Constantinia because of mace -

DON I us, the infidel, who was Archbishop of the city of Con-

stantinia, this father was one of those who gathered together

to the Council. And he put to shame the infidels saeellius,

and MACEDONius, and apollinarius; and behold their

denial is written in the section for the first day of the month of

Yakatit. And this father destroyed the schism of those infidels,

and he cut through with the sword of his eloquence the devices

of the heretics. And he departed in peace with the General

Council, and with those vanquished men and those infidels

who had been put to shame. And he arrived at a good old age

and he pleased God and died in peace. And behold, we have

written the rest of his history in the section for the twenty-

first day of the month, which is the day of his death according

to the Egyptians.

And on this day also died peter, and sophia, and 'admira,

and ISAAC.

And on this day also were martyred Saint cyriacus and

JULITTA his mother, and eleven thousand four hundred and

thirty-four men [fol. 12662] in the days of Alexander, the

governor. And julitta was a God-fearing woman from her

youth, and hearing that a persecution had broken out, she took

to flight through fear of the governor, and she came to the

country of terses, in cilicia, and she dwelt there. And the

governor came into that city seeking for Christians, and the

guards seized her and took her to the governor, and told him

that she was a Christian. And the governor said unto her,

''Offer sacrifice to the gods." And she said unto him, "I will

not offer sacrifice to unclean gods, but only to my Lord Jesus

Christ. '* And the governor said unto her, "O woman, tell me
of what nation thou art, and where thy city is, and what thy

name is." And Saint julitta said unto him, "As for my
nation (or, people) [my father was] isAwiROS, the chief of

the people of the city of nikyos. I am a rich and noble

woman, and my name is '

j ulitta.' Behold, I am in thy power
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now, but assuredly I will not sacrifice to unclean [gods]." And
the governor said unto her, "Offer sacrifice so that thou mayest

not die under severe torture/' And she said unto him, "If thou

art pleased to do this, send men into the city, and let them
search there for a boy three years old, and let them bring him
to thee, and he shall tell us whom we are to serve and worship."

And the governor sent men to search for a boy three years old,

and they found the boy cyriacus, who was three years old,

less three months. And they took him to the governor, saying,

"We think that this boy will not fail to speak, for he is of

Christian origin." And when the governor saw that the boy
was handsome, and of goodly appearance, he said unto him,

"O handsome boy, rejoice
!

" And the boy said unto him, ''Joy

is with me, but joy is not with thee. God saith. There is no joy

for the wicked." And the governor said unto him, "What is

thy name? Tell me that thou mayest not die." And the boy

said unto him, [fol. 126 b 3]
" I am a Christian, and my baptismal

name is cyriacus." And the governor said unto him, "Sacri-

fice to the gods, so that I may honour thee, and give thee

money." And the boy said unto him, " Get thee far from me,

O messenger of Satan, and enemy of righteousness." And when
the governor heard this he became exceedingly angry, and he

commanded the soldiers to carry him away and to beat him
with fifty stripes; [and they did so] until his blood flowed like

water. And when Saint julitta saw the endurance of her son

she gave thanks to God. Then the governor commanded them
to bring salt and mustard, and to open the nostrils of the boy
and thrust these things into them. Then the boy cried out and

said, "Thy word is sweeter to my throat than honey and sugar,

yea, sweet to my mouth." And the governor then commanded
them to bring fourteen sharp, red-hot rods, and to thrust seven

of them into the body of his mother, and seven into the body of

CYRIACUS, two in his ears, two in his eyes, two in his nostrils

and one in his heart; but by the Will of God the fire was ex-

tinguished and the rods became like frozen snow. Then the

governor commanded them to shut him up in the prison house

and to be bound with fetters. And as cyriacus was praying

there, Satan came unto him in the form of an angel to lead him
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astray; but when the boy made the sign of the Cross over him

Satan disappeared like smoke. Then the governor commanded

a blacksmith to make terrifying instruments of torture where-

with to torture the boy and his mother. When Satan knew that

CYRIACUS was eager to receive the crown [of martyrdom], he

entered into the heart of the governor and made him dumb.

Then the boy said unto the blacksmith, "Couldst thou make
for me some instruments of torture which are more hurtful

than those wherewith they have been torturing me? " And the

blacksmith said unto him, "I can." And the boy said, "Make
me two knives as sharp as razors, each a cubit long, and make
me instruments [fol. 127 a i] to break the head, and twist the

neck, and crush the teeth, and dig out the eyes, and slit the

nose, and pierce the ears, and [separate] the members, and

scrape the sides ; and [make me] a brass crusher, and an instru-

ment for pulling out the sinews and muscles; and make me
three pointed stakes, as long as I am high, and write on them,

saying, 'The Holy Trinity, which is neither divided nor

separated from those who call upon it.' And make me an

instrument for twisting [the neck], and a saw, and a frying-pan,

and a cauldron, and a wheel, and a roller, and a bender of the

neck; and an iron hook wherewith to draw out what is in the

belly. These are the instruments wherewith I would be tor-

tured." And when the blacksmith heard these things he mar-

velled, and was silent, and he and his disciples (i.e. workmen),

the blacksmiths of the city, finished them in forty days (?).

And the governor commanded his servants to shave the head

of CYRIACUS with a razor, and to pour red-hot coals upon it,

and they did so. And they drove four rods through his shoulders

and straight down his body, to the soles of his feet. And the

angel of God came and removed from him the pains of the

tortures. And they also cast him into a [boiling] cauldron and

kept him there from dawn to the seventh hour, but they were

unable to cause him pain; and then our Lord appeared unto

him, and comforted him. And the governor said unto the boy,

"If thou wouldst perform a miracle take up my sandal, and

make it to live." And when the boy had prayed, the sandal

turned into a great bull, out of the neck of which went forth a
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kid and they killed it, and eleven thousand and four men ate

of it And the governor was wroth, and he ordered the soldiers

to cut out the boy's tongue, [and they did so] and brought back

to him the tongue. And the governor commanded them to

bring a red-hot cauldron and to cast him into it; and when

TULITTA saw this she was afraid. And her son prayed, and God

gave him divine power to such a degree that she and her son

went into it and came out therefrom alive and unmjured. And

the governor also commanded the soldiers to cast them mto a

machine, and to drag them about with [fol. 127a 2] ropes so

that the flesh might be torn off their bodies, [and they did so],

until the angel of God came and delivered them. And when

the governor found that he was unable [to vanquish] them, he

commanded the soldiers to cut off their heads with the sword^

And our Lord Jesus Christ came down from heaven, and said

unto the boy, "[Tell Me] the things which ye wish for.*' And

CYRiACUS said unto Him, "Let not my body be buned on

earth And whosoever shall call upon my name, or celebrate

mv commemoration, or build a martyrium for me, or write the

book of my strife, or read it, or bring an offering into my church,

or shall pray therein, grant such their desires and forgive them

their sins
" And our Redeemer said unto him, " Everything

which thou hast asked of Me I will give thee, and thou shalt be

with Me on My right hand, and I will set thy body in the chanot

of ELIJAH " And when the boy heard this he rejoiced greatly,

and he gave thanks to God and was crowned with his mother

during the night, and our Redeemer crowned him with in-

corruptible crowns, and took his soul up with Him, m glory

which is indescribable and inexplicable. Salutation to cyri-

ACUS.

Salutation to gregorius who was present at the Council

of One Hundred and Fifty Bishops in Constantinia.
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XVI. TfeR

[fol. 127^3] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint philotheus, which name being inter-

preted is ''lover of God," became a martyr. This saint was a

man of Antioch, and his parents worshipped a bull which was

called ''MARAGED." And they fed the bull on fine flour, which

was boiled and mixed with fat, and seed-oil, and the honey of

bees, and they anointed him with scented unguents thrice daily,

and gave him wine and seed-oil to drink; and they built one

house for him to live in during the winter and another for the

summer. And they placed a collar of gold round his neck, and

rings of gold on his fore legs and hind legs. Now this saint was

of very goodly appearance. And when he was ten years old his

parents talked to him, and told him that he must worship the

bull, but he would neither listen to their words nor do this

thing, and because of their love for him, and because they did

not wish to annoy him, they let him alone. Now Saint philo-

theus did not know Christ, and he thought that the sun was

God. And he stood up before the sun, saying, " I beseech thee,

O sun, if thou art God, to tell me so"; and a voice came unto

him from above, saying, "I am not God, but I am the servant

and messenger of God Whom thou knowest, and thy blood shall

be shed for the Name of God—Glory be to Him !

" And when

God saw the integrity of heart of the boy philotheus. He

sent His angel to him at that moment, and the angel informed

him about the mystery of God, and opened his heart so that he

might understand what he said unto him; and when he had

told him everything, beginning with the creation of the world,

and ending with the Incarnation of our Lord Christ, the heart

of the boy rejoiced and his spirit was glad. From that day he

fasted, and prayed many prayers frequently, and he ate [fol.

1276 i] bread and salt only, and he gave alms to the poor and

needy. And when a year had passed his parents determined to

give a feast to his friends and companions, and they required

of their son to offer incense in honour of the bull, before they

B E S II
32
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ate and drank. And the boy philotheus stood up before

the bull, and said unto him, " Is it true that thou art a god whom

men worship?" And a voice came forth from the bull which

said, ''I am not a god, but Satan hath entered my heart and

I have become a deceiver of men." Then the bull rose up and

attacked the parents of the saint, and he gored them with his

horns, and killed them. And the saint commanded his slaves

to kill the bull [and they did so], and they burnt him in the

fire, and scattered [his ashes] to the winds. And the parents of

the saint were lying there dead, and God gave grace to Saint

PHILOTHEUS, and he prayed over them, and their souls

returned to them, and they rose up straightway and told him

how they had seen the punishments which were [inflicted] in

Sheol. And after this Saint philotheus and his parents

were baptized with Christian baptism in the Name of the

Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost. And God gave him

grace and power and he healed many sick folk by his prayer.

And the report of him reached diocletian the emperor,

who sent and had him brought to him. And he said unto Saint

PHILOTHEUS, 'Xast incense to Apollo"; and he promised

to give hun many things if he would do so; and the saint re-

jected his promised things and his words. And the emperor

commanded the soldiers to punish him with every kind of

torture, [and they did so]. They first beat him with whips, and

then they laid stones on his belly, and they did everything they

could ; but he was strong in the strength of God our Lord Jesus

[fol. 127 b 2] Christ. And he cursed the infidel emperor, and his

imclean gods, until they smote him on the mouth, and cut

out his tongue and broke his teeth ; and when they had done all

these things to him he would not hearken to the voice of the

emperor. Then the emperor began to persuade him, and to use

words of blandishment and flattery to him, but Saint philo-

theus laughed at him, and promised that he would worship

that idol; and the emperor rejoiced at this and imagined that

he would really do so. And he commanded his servants to

bring Apollo, and the men and priests of the idols, and a

herald went through the city who cried out, saying, 'Xome, O
aU ye people, so that ye may see philotheus worshipping

Apollo"; and all the people gathered together about the

tribune. ' And as they were bringing the idols along the road.

Saint PHILOTHEUS asked our Lord Christ that the earth

might open her mouth, and swallow up the idols and their

priests. And straightway the earth opened her mouth and

swallowed up the idols and their priests, and there was a great

outcry round about ; and when the people saw this, many of

them believed on our Lord Christ. And the emperor was wroth,

and he commanded the soldiers to cut off the heads of them all

with the sword, [and they did so,] and they received the crown

of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens, and entered into

life everiasting. As for Saint philotheus, when the emperor

was tired of torturing him he commanded them to cut off his

head with the sword, and he received the crown of martyrdom

in the kingdom of the heavens.

[fol. 127b 3] Andon this day died the holy father PALLADI us,

the fighter. This saint lived for fifty years in his cell without

going outside of it, and he never looked upon the face of a

woman. And the gift of prophecy and the power to work signs

and wonders were given unto him in such a remarkable degree,

that his fame was heard all through the country. And there

was a certain merchant in the city of MfesR (cairo), and he

departed to make a journey in a ship, and the waves rose up

and were about to sink the ship. And when hope failed, this

merchant cried out, saying, "I take refuge in the prayer of

Abba PALLADius;if ever I escape from this death I will give

him one hundred dinars''; and straightway he saw Saint

PALLADius steering the ship with his cross, and he brought

it into port. And when the merchant arrived in the city he

took one hundred dinars, and hired a horse and set out to go

to Abba PALLADIUS. And when evening fell upon him he

arrived at a certain city, and he took up his abode in the guest

house, and he found there a man whose name was morik,

and he told him everything which was in his heart. And

M6RiK said unto him, "I know his place, and I will bring thee

to him." And on the following day the two of them set out,

and they came to Abba palladius, and saluted him, and the
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merchant gave him the gold which he had brought with him,

and spread it out before him. And Abba palladius looked

at it and blessed him; and said unto him, "I have no need of

this gold. Go and distribute it among the poor and needy so

that thou mayest gain usury from it before God." When the

merchant heard this he fell down at his feet and begged and

entreated him to accept it as a gift. When Saint palladius

saw that he made most earnest entreaty to him, he took one

dinar, and said unto him, ''I will accept this from thee as a

blessing; as for the rest, do as I command thee, [fol. 128a i]

and distribute it among the poor." And having taken the gold

the merchant buried it in the ground. And when he came to

the river, Satan entered into the heart of m 6 R i k, and he wanted

to take the merchant's money; and he leaped upon the merchant

in anger and killed him. Then he carried away the dead body

by night, and cast it down at the door of Abba palladius.

And on the following day he went to the governor and told him

about the murder. When the governor came, he bound Abba

palladius in strong fetters, and he questioned him about

the dead man, and palladius said, ''I did not kill him."

And when they brought him to the coffin containing the body,

he took hold of the body and prayed for a long time, and he

said, *'I command thee, O dead body, in the Name of God to

rise up and to declare who it was that killed thee." And the

dead man rose up and said that morik had killed him for his

money. When the governor saw this miracle he bowed down

before Abba palladius, and he was dismayed because he

had entreated him evilly; and intending to kill morik he

released palladius. And having fought strenuously pal-

ladius died at a good old age.

And on this day also fifteen hundred soldiers [or, ten thousand

five hundred] and their three prefects who were companions

of Saint philotheus became martyrs.

And on this day also two thousand and four soldiers [or, ten

thousand four hundred] who were companions of Saint cyri-

Acus, and his mother julitta became martyrs.

I
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[fol 128^2] And on this day also is commemorated the

blessed Saint sahma, one of the Nine Saints, who fought a

good fight, and pleased God.

And on this day also died the holy father, the pure virgin,

JOHN, the forty-eighth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria.

This father became a monk in his early years in the church of

Saint Abba macarius, in the desert of scete; and he fought

a great fight and devoted himself to fasting, and prayer, and

viRil and God elected him, and the Archbishop Abba michael

made him a priest in the church of Saint m in as the martyr

and he gave to him all his money and his land as a gift, and

the votive offerings which the people brought to the church,

and he followed peacefully a right course in that church. When

Abba MiNAS, the archbishop who preceded him, died, the

bishops, and priests, and learned men gathered together in the

city of Alexandria to elect an archbishop, and they wrote down

on pieces of paper the names of several men. And a certam

righteous man said, ''Why did ye make Saint JOHN adminis-

trator of the church of Saint minas?" And they all said,

''Verily he is worthy [fol. 128a 3] of this office." And one wrote

his name on a piece of paper, which was thrust in among the

other pieces of paper, and they laid them on the altar; and they

continued in prayer and the singing of hymns for three days

and three nights. And they brought a child from the church

and he drew a paper from among the papers, and they found

that the name of this saint was written upon it. Then they

took that paper and thrust it in again among the other papers,

and they brought another child, and he also drew that paper;

and when a third child was brought he drew that same paper,

and the name of this saint was found to be written upon it.

Then straightway they knew that God had chosen him for this

office, and they seized him and against his will they made him

Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. And having been appointed

he protected his flock, and he read to them frequently the Books

of God, and he confirmed them in the doing of good in the True

Faith, and his charities and alms to all men were very many.

In his days a great famine took place in the land of Egypt,
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and they sold one measure of grain for two dinars in gold,

and each day many poor folk of every nationality gathered

together at the door of his house, asking for food. And he

put his disciple mark in charge of the money of the church,

and he gave to all the poor what they needed both morning

and evening, until God removed His wrath from men. And this

father built many churches, and adorned them with suitable

adornments. And because of the numerous works of charity

which he carried out, and his alms and his gifts, this father was

called [fol. 12861] "john the Merciful,'' and indeed he was

merciful to the poor, and the wretched, and the widows and

the orphans. When the day of his death drew nigh, he told the

priests the day whereon he would die. And he said unto them,

"I was bom on the sixteenth of Ter, and I was named arch-

bishop on that day, and on that day I shall die " ; and when he

told the bishops this they wept, and they said unto him, *'Our

father, who will be appointed archbishop over us after thee?"

And he said imto them, ''mark the priest, my servant, for

our Lord Jesus Christ hath elected him to this office." And

on the sixteenth day of the month of Ter this father died, having

sat as archbishop for twenty-three years. In his days died

DAVID who had been made Archbishop of the city of Antioch

by force, and his predecessor george, having passed ten years

in prison, was appointed. When this father was appointed

Abba JOHN wrote to him an Epistle on the True Faith, and

when Abba george died a certain just man whose name was

YARiKOS was appointed in his stead. And he wrote a letter

and sent it to Abba john, who received him in the Holy

Spirit, and rejoiced in his letter, and sent to him an answer to

the same.

And on this day also died Mar dan i el, the Syrian, of the

city of 'aMED. The father of this saint was rich in gold and

silver, and when his father died Abba dionysius, Bishop of

the city of 'amed [fol. 1286 2], brought him up, and taught him

the Books of the Church, and then made him a deacon and

priest, and arrayed him in the garb of the monastic life. And

Mar DANIEL continued in fasting and prayer, and he never ate

mam mmm^
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food between one Sabbath and the next, and at length the gift

of healing was bestowed upon him; and he made a vow to him-

self that he would never look upon a woman. When his mother

heard of the report of him she came to him, and wished to see

him and when she sent a message to him he said unto her,

-I have made a vow that I will never look upon a woman.

And she said unto him, ^I am thy mother. Why dost thou

treat me like other women? " When he refused [to see] her she

pulled off her veil and cursed him, saying, God maketh me

to see thee laughing, and two women wrapped up ma single

garment shall look upon thee.^ After a few days a certam man

took three hundred dinars of gold to give them to Mar dan iEL

and in the evening, when he arrived at the gate of the ceU of

the saint, his companion rose up against him, and slew him

through his love of money. When the King of 'am^d heard

the story about a dead man being found at the door of Mar

DANIEL, he commanded [his soldiers] to bring the saint before

him And when the women who were bathing m the bath-

house heard the story about Mar daniel, two of them rushed

out to see him, and because of their great haste they had only

a single garment to cover them both. And Abba daniel

laughed when he knew that his mother's curse had come upon

him When the king questioned him about the dead man Saint

DANIEL said unto him, '^I did not kill him"; and through the

prayer of Abba daniel the dead man rose up and declarea

who had killed him. When the king and all the people saw this

they worshipped the God of Saint daniel [fol. 12863] and

thev killed the murderer. Then the king gave unto Abba

DANIEL much money, and when he refused to accept it he

built a monastery for him, and many monks gathered together

therein. And then growing old and fighting strenuously, he

became a little sick, and he died in peace. Salutation to daniel

who vowed that he would never look upon a woman.

Salutation to julitta, the mother of cyriacus. Saluta-

tion to the five thousand martyrs who suffered with cyriacus.

Salutation to philotheus. Salutation to the fifteen
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hundred soldiers and their three prefects, the companions of

PHILOTHEUS, who suffered martyrdom.

Salutation to palladius, and two-fold salutation to his

disciple theophilus.

[fol. 129a i] Salutation to john, the revealer of mysteries.

XVII. T£r

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day are commemorated the honourable saints

MAXIMUS and dumatheus, his brother, the sons of laven-

Dius, who was King of the country of Rome. And this king

held the True Faith, and feared God, and he executed righteous-

ness and judgement; and because of this God gave him these

two saints, and from their youth up, by reason of their purity,

and their humility, and their fear of God, they were like unto

the angels of God. And they prayed and read the Books of

the Old and New Testaments by night and by day. And they

decided in their minds to reject this world, and to assume the

garb of the angels, that is to say the garb of the monastic life.

And they worked upon their father to allow them to go to the

city of Nicea to pray in the place, wherein the Three Hundred

and Eighteen Bishops who formed the Council assembled; and

when they told him he rejoiced greatly, and sent them away

with slaves and soldiers. And when they arrived in the city of

Nicea, and had received a blessing [fol. 129a 2] in the holy

place, they sent back the soldiers to their father, and they sent

with them letters to him wherein they said, "O our lord the

king, we wish to dwell here for a few days." Then they opened

their minds, and held converse with a holy and righteous monk,

and they said unto him, "We wish to assume the monastic

garb under thy direction." And he said unto them, "I am
afraid of the emperor your father. But go ye to the country of

Syria, for there liveth there a righteous monk, a priest of the
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True Faith, whose name is 'agabius." Having said these

things unto them they accepted the counsel of that monk, and

they departed to the country of Syria. And they came to

Saint 'agAbius, and revealed to him their minds, and he

arrayed them in the garb of the monastic life, and they hved

with him until he died. Before his death he spake unto them,

and told them that he had seen a vision wherein Samt Abba

MACARius the Great came to him, and said unto him, "Com-

mand these two young men maximus and dumatheus to

come to me in the desert of scete, and they shall be my sons

before thy death." And Abba 'agabius told them what he

had seen, and he said unto them, "O my sons, I have long had

the desire to see this father macarius in the flesh, and behold,

I have seen him in the spirit." And he said, "After my death

go ye to him." And when he was dead they dwelt in the land of

Syria, and God gave unto them the gift of healing the sick.

And the report of them was heard in all countries through the

merchants who travelled by sea and by land. And the saints

learned to make the roofs (i.e. awnings) of ships, and they lived

upon a small part of what they earned [fol. 129 a 3] by the

labour of their hands, and the rest they gave away to the poor

and the needy. And by reason of the multitude of the signs

and wonders which God performed by their hands, many of

those who were possessed by many [evil] spirits, were cured

immediately they heard the names of Saints maximus and

dumatheus, by the might of our Lord Jesus Christ. And

there was a very large snake which lived near the high road,

and it destroyed very many men, and some of the men of the

city came to Samts maximus and dumatheus, and asked

them to dehver them from that venomous serpent. And Abba

MAXIMUS took a sheet of paper and wrote upon it as follows:

" In the Name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, the Word of the Father,

God of hosts, the God of Abba macarius, the blessed, and

our honourable father 'agabius, who was indued with the

Spirit, the holy priest, when this paper cometh to the door of

thy cave, thou shalt go forth and shalt die, and the fowls of

heaven shall devour thee." And a certain man took that paper

and laid it at the door of the den of that serpent, and straight-
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way it came forth and died; and all the people marvelled ex-

ceedingly and they glorified God. And God performed very

many signs and wonders by the hands of maximus and

DUMATHEUS. One day a certain nobleman went out to his

father who was near the sea-shore, and looking up at the

awnmg of one of the ships, he saw written thereon the names of

MAXIMUS and dumatheus, and he asked the captain of the

ship saying "What are these names?" And the captam

answered and said unto him, "These are [the names of] two

holy monks and brothers, and because of my confidence m
them I have written their names [fol. 1296 i] upon the awnmg

of my ship, so that God may save me from sinking m the sea

through their prayers." And the nobleman said unto him,

"What are they like in person?" And the captain said unto

him "One is perfect, and the other hath no beard"; and then

the nobleman knew that the young men were the sons of the

emperor And he took that merchant and brought him to the

emperor the father of the saints, and he asked him about his

sons; and the captain told them what they were like, and

everyone knew that they were indeed his sons. And he sent

their mother and their sister to them, and when they came to

them with many soldiers, and saw them, they cried out and

wept' freely and embraced them; and their mother asked them

to come to her and to their father the emperor. And they said

unto her, "We cannot destroy [our] covenant with God, for we

have vowed ourselves to God, and we pray for thee and for our

father, by night and by day, that God wiU deliver you from all

harm." And with these words they consoled her, and she left

them and returned sad and sorrowful, and she wept because

she was to be separated from them ; and she told the emperor

and the soldiers what had happened to them. And the emperor

said unto his wife and his soldiers, " Let them alone so that they

may become treasure with our God and Lord Jesus Christ,

and may make entreaty to Him for us in their prayers; for

everything which is in this world, and the glory thereof, passeth

away like a dream, and they will gain a kingdom which doth

not pass away." And in those days the Archbishop of the city

of Rome died, and the bishops and all the priests gathered
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together so that they might take counsel [fol. 129 & 2 and

appoint an archbishop. And they remembered he blessed

MAXIMUS, and they said. "Verily this man is well fitted for

this office, for God hath given unto him the great gift of healing

the sick, and God hath wrought many signs and wonders by

his hands. And although he is young in days, still Chnst

dwelleth in him. and he is perfect in knowledge and in good

works, and in all the Law of the Church ' When his father

and mother heard this they rejoiced exceedingly, and they sent

certain officers together with their troops, and they sent with

them a letter which they had written to the governor of the

country of Syria commanding him to send maximus and

DUMATHEUS to the city of Rome. When the saints heard this

they were exceedingly sorry, and they remembered what their

father, the monk Abba 'agAbius. had commanded them And

they rose up straightway, and they changed their apparel, and

thev departed, not knowing where they were going, and they

wandered to the shore of the Red Sea. And being athirst

God changed that bitter water and made it sweet for them, ajid

He sent forth power from Him, and it carried them from the

country of Syria and brought them to the desert "fjCETE;

and they came to Saint Abba macarius, and told him that

they wished to dwell with him. And when he saw that they

were sons of grace, he thought that they would not be ab e to

live in the desert, and he told them about the difiiculty of the

desert, saying, "Ye wUl not be able to dwell here. And they

answered and said unto him, "O our father, if we cannot live

here we wiU go away." Then he taught them how to plait

palm fibre, and he shewed them a valley wherefrom they

could [fol. 12963] obtain the palm leaves, and he helped

them until they had built a cell for themselves. And he brought

to them a certain native to buy from them the objects which

they made with their hands, and he brought them bread And

they lived in this way in the desert for three years, and they

held converse with none, for they would go into the church

holding their peace, and receive the Holy Mysteries, and return

to their cell. And our father Saint macarius wondered at

their behaviour and why they had neither come to him nor
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Visited him during this period of three years; and he asked God

rreveal the matter of them to him. And he rose up and wen

to them, and they rejoiced in him exceedmgly. and he dwelt

with them that night. And when he rose up to pray he saw

Saints MAXIMUS and dumatheus nse up to pray, and when

tS prayed he saw as it were a rope of fire wWch wen up from

thefr mouths to heaven. And Satans thronged about them like

flies and the angel of God drove them away from them with a

sword of fire. When the morning had come he arrayed them

L the garb of the angels, and he departed from them, saymg,

^Pray for me"; and they bowed low before Jim saying

-ml us, O our father, and pray for us." And when they had

finished their fight, and God wished to give them rest from the

Sbour and sorrow of this worid, maximus fell sick of fever

and his body became like fire. And he sent a message to Abba

macarius asking him to come and see him, and when ma-

CARius arrived he found him sick. And maximus said unto

him "Bless me, O my father"; and he blessed him, and said

S; him, "Fear not, for this iUness shall depart from thee,

ffol 130a I] And MAXIMUS said unto him, O my father, I

know that this day I shaU depart from this poor body of mine,

fa^k thee to pray for me, and I shall find help"; and having

said these words he wept bitterly. And at that moment Abba

MACARIUS saw the Company of the Saints, Prophets and

Apostles, and JOHN the Baptist, and the Emperor constan-

TiNE and they came and surrounded Saint maximus, until

his soul went forth in honour and glory. And Abba macarius

wept and said, "Blessed art thou, maximus.' And duma-

theus wept bitterly for his brother, and he asked Abba

macarius! saymg, "Pray for me that God may take my sou

and bring me to my brother." And three days after Saint

maximus was buried, dumatheus fell sick, and one told

Saint macarius about him, and he rose up to go to him. And

as he was journeying along the road, he saw the saints, and he

saw the Company, who came and received the soul of baint

MAXIMUS, take the soul of his brother dumatheus, and

carrv it up to heaven. And when Abba macarius arrived at

their cell he found dumatheus dead, and he took him and

buried him with his brother maximus, in the same grave.

The death of maximus took place on the fourteenth day of

the month of Ter, and that of his brother on the sixteenth day

of the month of Ter. And Saint Abba macarius commanded

that monastery to be called by their names, and similarly that

monastery is called to this day dabra barmos (baramas).

And they have everlasting remembrance in the kmgdom of

heaven, and in all the ends of the world, [fol. 130 a 2] Salutation

to dumatheus and his brother maximus.

XVIII. Ter

in the name of the father and the son

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day took place the burning of the bones of the blessed

Saint GEORGE (Gregory ?), the fighter, and chief of the

martyrs.

And on this day also died the holy father, the fighter and

ascetic, Abba JACOB, Bishop of the city of nisibis, the

teacher of Saint ephraim. The saint and fighter was born

and brought up in the city of nisibis, and he was a Syrian;

from his early years he adopted the garb of the monastic life.

He wore sackcloth made of hair, and he fought the fight by

night and by day, with fasting, and prayer, and prostrations,

and vigils, and the heat of summer, and the cold of winter, and

he never took off his apparel of hairy sackcloth. His food was the

herbs of the earth, and his drink was rain-water only, and for

this reason his body shone, and his soul sent forth much light,

and God gave him the gift of prophecy, and the power to work

signs and miracles. And he used to tell people what was going

to happen before it happened, and this power he possessed to

a remarkable degree. One day he saw a [fol. 130 a 3] number of

women laughing and playing together in a lewd manner by a

fountain of water, and he dried up the fountain of water and

made the hair of their heads turn white. And having repented

and made entreaty to him, and bowed low before him, they
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begged him to restore to them that fountain of water, and he

restored it to its former state; but the hair of their heads re-

mained white, so that they might be patient and not magnify

themselves [in future]. One day whilst he was journeying along

the road he found a number of men who were laying out and

covering for burial a man who was not dead, and they asked

the saint to give them cloths wherewith to swathe him, but the

saint by his prayer made the dying man to live. When the men

came back and found the dead man [alive], they entreated him,

and repented, and he healed them. And the virtues and the

righteousness of this saint becoming known, the priests chose

him to be Bishop of the city of nisi bis. And having been

appointed he protected the flock of the Lord Christ, and he

ruled them well, and he guarded them well against the Arian

wolves. When the Emperor constantine gathered together

the Council of the Saints in the city of Nicea this father was

with them, and he excommunicated arius and drove him out

of the church; and he drew up the Prayer of the True and Holy

Faith with the holy Fathers, and it is the Sign to all believers

and Christian people. And he raised a man from the dead at

the coming of the Emperor constantine, even as the Book

of the Council testifieth. And when the King of Persia came to

the city of nisibis and attacked it, this holy man brought a

dense and smoky cloud over their horses and buffaloes, and it

caused them pain, [fol. 1306 i] and they backed and broke the

ropes which held them, and stampeded. When the King of

Persia saw this he was afraid with a great fear, and he rose up

and fled and departed as far away as possible from the city of

nisibis. And this saint having finished his strife, and illu-

mined his own soul, and the souls of his flock, he died in peace,

and went to the God Whom he loved, and inherited everlasting

Hfe. Salutation to jacob of nisibis.

Salutation to the burning of the bones of Saint george

(sic) (GREGORY ?).

And on this day also are commemorated mary and martha,

the sisters of lazarus, whom our Lord raised from the grave.
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XIX. Ter

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day were found the bodies of the saints Abba b£-

HURA and Abba basora, his brother, and 'enira their

mother. These saints and fighters were men of the city of

SOBES, and they became martyrs [fol. 13062] in the days

when idols were worshipped, and their bodies were laid in the

church of the city of sobe s. In the nine hundred and thirty-

seventh year of the pure martyrs (a.d. 1221), in that year [I

say], Frankish soldiers attacked the country of Egypt, and

they captured the city of damietta, and ruled there. And

they also captured many of the large cities which were round

about DAMIETTA. And King komel (kamil), that is to say,

the King of Egypt, gathered together very many soldiers from

all the land of Egypt, and he went forth to fight against the

Frankish soldiers, and as they marched they destroyed many

churches. Among such churches was a church of the city of

soBfes, wherein were the bodies of the holy martyrs. And one

of his soldiers took the coffer wherein were the bodies of the

saints, and he opened it thinking that he should find therein

money of this world wherewith to enjoy himself. And he found

precious pearl-stones of great price, that is to say, the bones of

the holy martyrs, but he did not know their value, and he

scattered them by the walls of the church, and carried away

the coffer which had contained their bodies and sold it. And

God, the Most High, Who is patient and most merciful, forbore

with that man until he came to the Frankish army. And the

Franks and Egyptians fought and that man was killed at the

very beginning of the fight, according to the testimony of his

companions who were looking at him when he was killed, and

who on their return to their country proclaimed the glory of

God, and declared and spake to every man, saying, "This man

was the first to be killed. A sword pierced his neck and cut off

his head, [fol. 13063] and destroyed its sides and he died an



5i6 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

evil death." Now when that man cast away the bones of the

saints there was a certain believing woman, the wife of a priest,

who stood watching him, and straightway she gathered them

up and rolled them in her head-cloth with joy. And because of

her fear of the Muslims, she went into the church, and laid

them down in a comer of the church, tied up in her head-cloth,

and she covered them over with tiles; and they remained

covered over with the tiles in the corner of the church for a

period of twenty years, and the woman forgot their history.

And God having willed to reveal them for the benefit of the

Christian people, two men mentioned them before the woman,

and the woman remembered them, and straightway she told

the priests and the believing folk about the place where the

bones were. And the priests went into the church, and they

took the bodies (sic) of the holy martyrs, and bore them with

great honour, and they made a beautiful coffer for them, and

laid them in it ; and they made a great festival, with prayers and

psalms, and hymns, as it might be at this day, and they laid them

in the church. And Abba gabriel, bishop of this city, com-

manded the people to make a festival for them, and to hold

this day in honour, and to write their names down in each

Egyptian city for the festival; and they did as the bishop

commanded. And many signs and miracles appeared through

these bones, among them being the following: There was a

certain woman who had a blind daughter, and she had lost all

hope of her daughter ever being able to see; and the blessed

woman prayed to the bones of the saints, and straightway

her daughter rejoiced, and she was able to see with her

eyes as well as formeriy. [fol. 131a i] And she glorified

our Lord Jesus Christ Who honoured the martyrs with so

great honour. Salutation to the woman who found the bodies

(sic) of the martyrs.

Salutation to Abba yafkerna '£Gzi'fe, who finished his

fight.

Salutation to the consecration of your church, [O Abba

BfeHURA and Abba basora].
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And on this day also are commemorated Abba TfeRSiNA

(batrasina) and Abba yafkerna 'Eozi'fe (of guegue-

ben).

XX. TfeR

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Saint 'abrokoros (prochorus) the

apostle, whom the Lord chose to be of the number of the

Seventy-two Apostles, whom our Lord chose and sent forth to

preach, and to whom He gave power to heal the sick and to

cast out devils. This [fol. 131^ 2] saint was with the Apostles

in the upper room of Zion, and was filled with the gift of the

Holy Spirit Paraclete. And he it was whom the Apostles chose

to be among the number of the Seven Deacons concerning

whom the Book of the Acts of the Apostles testifieth that they

were filled with the Holy Spirit and wisdom. And he was the

disciple of Saint john the evangelist, the apostle who pro-

claimed the Godhead, and he went with him to many cities,

and Saint john laid his hand upon him and appointed him

Bishop of the city of nicomedia, of the country of betania

(bithynia). And he preached the Faith of our Lord Christ

therein, and he converted many of the Greeks and those who

worshipped idols, and he brought them into the True Faith,

and baptized them in the Name of the Father and the Son and

the Holy Ghost, and taught them to keep the commandments

of the Holy Gospel. And he built a fine church for them in

that city, and appointed priests and deacons for them, and

then he went out to the cities which were round about that city,

and preached in them the preaching of the Holy Gospel and

baptized many of the people. And he taught even many Jews,

and turned them from their error, and baptized them with

Christian baptism ; and great tribulation came [upon him] and

persecution for the Name of Christ. And having finished his

fight he died at a good old age, and he pleased God and inherited

the kingdom of heaven and everlasting joy.

B E SII 33
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And on this day 'akl6g (eclogius) the priest became a

martyr. This saint was a man [fol. 131a 3] of the city called

"e l-neft," in the country of Egypt, and his father's name was

DioscuRUS, and his mother's name was euphemia; they

belonged to a noble family and were very rich in gold, and silver,

and cattle, and sheep, and horses, and camels, and lands. And

they had no son, and were therefore very sad, and they prayed

to God continually to give them a son; and God heard their

prayer and gave them this holy son, and they called him

'''aklog" (eclogius), which is, being interpreted, "pleasant

to God." When he was eight years old his parents gave him to

a teacher so that he might instruct him in the Law of God,

and each day he went to the church, and heard the praises

and prayers before he went to his teacher. One day he left his

teacher to ride his horse, and two servants followed him. As

he was riding along he saw many men and women gathered

together, and uttering cries, and he went up to them to see

[what the matter was], and he found that a child whom a

serpent had bitten had fallen down in their midst, and was

nigh unto death. And Abba 'aklog (eclogius) cried out,

and he remembered the words of the Holy Gospel which said

that those who believed on our Lord should make miracles

manifest, that they should cast out devils in His Name, that they

should take up vipers in their hands and that they should not

harm them in any way, and that they should lay their hands

on the sick and heal them. And straightway he took hold of

the child's hands, and made over him the sign of the Cross in

the Name of the Father and the Son [and the Holy Spirit],

and said, "O child, I tell thee to be healed of the bite of this

wicked, lying reptile, [fol. 131 h i] For our Lord saith with

His pure and righteous mouth, * Behold, I have given you

power to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and every power

of the Enemy, and they shall in no wise injure you.'" And

straightway the child recovered and became like one on whom

no evil whatsoever had come. When the people saw this

miracle they marvelled exceedingly, and they praised God,

the Worker of miracles, by His saints; and the report of this

miracle was heard in every city. And when Abba 'aklog

(eclogius) had arrived at his twelfth year and was still

tmder his teacher's care, he knew by heart the Four Gospels,

and the Fourteen Epistles of paul, and the Seven ApostoHc

Epistles, and the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, and the

One Hundred and Fifty Psalms of david. And he read each

of these every night of the First Day of the week, and he

devoted himself strenuously to fasting and prayer. When the

men of his city saw his spiritual fight, after his parents' death,

they asked the bishop to appoint him their priest so that he

might pray for them. He fasted two, or three, or seven days at

a time, all the days of his life ; and he prayed day and night

;

and he wore hairy sackcloth under his apparel next to his

flesh. And the grace of God called the blessed 'aklog (eclo-

gius) to be a priest. And the bishop seized him against his

will, and made him a priest. And when he was being appointed

the people heard a voice crying out and saying, ''Abba 'aklog

(eclogius) is worthy, is worthy, is worthy of the office of

the priesthood" ; and the people glorified God. And after those

days a great persecution of the Christians broke out [fol. 131 h 2]

m all the land of Egypt under DiocLETiANthe infidel, who

destroyed the churches; and many people became martyrs.

And God summoned Abba 'aklog (eclogius) to become a

martyr, and he stood up and looked up into heaven, and cried

out, saying, "My Lord, and my God, and my Redeemer, Jesus

Christ, the Sustainer of the Universe, let Thy mercy and peace

be over the people who are in my city everywhere, and bless

them and deliver them from Satans, and send an angel unto

me to strengthen me until I have finished my fight for Thy

Name's sake ; for Thine is the glory and the power for ever and

ever. Amen." When Saint 'aklog (eclogius) had said this

he turned to the people who were round about him, and said

unto them, "Whosoever loveth [me] let him come and go with

me"; and there followed him his own family, and slaves, and

people of the city, three hundred and forty men ; and they stood

upon a high place and they cried out loudly and boldly, saying,

"We are Christians." When the captain of the emperor's

soldiers heard this he was sorry, and he bound Abba 'aklog

(eclogius) in fetters and sent him to arian us the governor.

33-2
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And ARIANUS said unto him, "Worship the gods of the

emperor so that thou mayest receive great honour"; and

'aklog (eclogius) said unto him, "I will never worship

unclean idols, and I will only worship my Lord Jesus Christ,

to Whom belongeth glory, and power, and majesty." When
ARIANUS heard this he condemned Saint Abba 'aklog
(eclogius) to severe torture in a red-hot oven, but God sent

His angel and made the fire [as cool] as dew; and the saint stood

up in the red-hot oven and prayed, [fol. 131 6 3] Then arianus
the governor said unto the three hundred and forty men,

"Come ye and worship the gods." And they answered and said

unto him, "We will not worship the gods, but only Jesus

Christ." And arianus commanded the soldiers to cut off

their heads with the sword, and they did so, and the saints

received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens.

And in those days the son of arianus the governor died, and

he mourned for him greatly. And Abba 'aklog (eclogius)

said unto him, " If I do good for thee, and pray to the Lord my
God on thy behalf that He may raise up thy son alive, what

honour wilt thou bestow upon me? " And arianus said unto

him, "I will make thee captain over one hundred soldiers, and

I will send thee to thy city with great honour." And Saint

Abba 'aklog (eclogius) said unto him, "I do not wish for

this thing, but I want thee, when thou hast tortured me, to

send my body to my city; if thou wilt do this for me I will

raise up thy son for thee." And the governor swore to him that

he would do all that he wished. And Saint 'aklog (eclo-

gius) prayed unto God, saying, "I beseech Thee, O my Lord

Jesus Christ, to hear my petition this day, and to raise up this

boy from the dead, that he may glorify Thy Name for ever

and ever. Amen." And having said this, he made the sign of

the Cross over him in the Name of the Father and the Son

and the Holy Spirit, and straightway the child rose up alive.

And when the people saw this they all cried out together,

saying, "We are all Christians, and we believe in the God of

Saint Abba 'aklog (eclogius)." When the governor heard

this [fol. 132a i] he was exceedingly wroth, and he commanded
the soldiers to take them outside the city, and to dig a large

t
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pit, and to light a large fire therein, and when the flames reached

to k great height, to cast them into it ; and the soldiers did so,

and the men finished their martyrdom in the peace of God.

Now they were in number eight hundred and nine souls. And

ARIANUS the governor commanded the soldiers to torture

Abba 'AKLOG (eclogius) severely, and to send to his own

country his head [after it was cut off with] the sword. When

the saint heard this he rejoiced greatly, and he stood up and

prayed, saying, "How [long], O my Lord Jesus Christ, wilt

Thou hearken unto the petition of me. Thy servant? Let Thy

mercy come upon my city, and upon all the men who dwell

therein. Bless the work of their hands, and bless their women,

and their children, and their cattle, and their fields, and deliver

them from all trials and tribulations, by Thy Divine Power,

O my Lord Jesus Christ. Give Thou grace to my body, and

grant that every sick person who shall come to my church, and

shall intercede before my body in Thy Name shall be healed of

his sickness. And he who writeth the book of my strife and

celebrateth my commemoration, do Thou write his name in

the Book of Life. When a man giveth an offering on the day

of my commemoration, or incense, or unguent, or oil, or wine,

give Thou him his reward in the kingdom of the heavens.

Whosoever shall swathe my body for burial in clean cloth, do

Thou array him in the apparel of light, for Thine is the glory

and the power for ever and ever. Amen." And when he had

said this, behold our Lord [fol. 132 a 2] appeared unto him and

said unto him, "Peace be unto thee, O my elect and beloved,

and beloved of the Father and of the Holy Spirit, Abba 'aklog

(eclogius), I have come unto thee, and I will give thee the

reward of thy labour, and I will make thee to rest in My king-

dom. Three crowns have been prepared for thee: one for thy

virginity, one for thy torture, and one because thou hast

rejected the world for My Name's sake. Come unto Me, O My

beloved Abba 'aklog (eclogius), so that I may give thee

the reward of thy labour, and that I may take thee up into My

kingdom, and that I may do for thee everything which thou

hast asked of Me this day, in return for what they have made

thee to suffer for My Name's sake. I wiU give thee an abode in
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the kingdom of the heavens. I will make the angel hosts to

serve thee, and thou shalt rejoice with all the saints at My
table in the life which is for ever. Verily I say unto thee, O My
chosen one Abba 'aklog (eclogius), whosoever shall make

intercession by thy body, and shall seek for thine intercession

because of the labour which thou hast performed for My sake,

if he be in tribulation, or in sickness, or in any trial and sorrow,

I will deliver him. And whosoever shall call his son by thy

name, that child will I bless, and rear happily, and preserve

from evil. Whosoever shall give an offering to the church on

the day of thy commemoration in thy name, to him will I bring

the Bread of Life in the kingdom of the heavens. Whosoever

shall give a cup of cold water to a thirsty man, him will I make

to drink from the cup of the Water of Life. Whosoever shall

plant a vineyard or sow fields with grain, and pray to Me for

them in thy name, I will make him grow old, and multiply him,

and bless him." And when our Lord Christ had finished His

converse with the blessed Abba 'aklog (eclogius), [fol.

132^3] He made the sign of the Cross over his body, and

delivered it from all his toil, and He embraced him, and blessed

him, and went up into heaven in great glory, whilst the saint

was looking at Him. After this the saint turned to the soldiers,

and said unto them, ''O my brethren, finish that which the

governor hath commanded you to do.'' And the soldiers, seeing

that his face was shining like the sun, feared greatly his majesty

and his light, and they were unable to approach him. But one

of them, a man dense of heart and unmerciful, stretched out

his hand to the saint, and smote him on the neck with the

sword and cut off his holy head; and the saint finished his

martyrdom on the twentieth day of the month of Ter. And

the angels took his soul and carried it up into heaven singing

as they went. And the soldiers left the body of the saint on

the river bank, and they embarked in their ship and departed.

And certain young men were there, and they went into the

city and told the people why, and how, the martyrdom of

Saint Abba 'aklog (eclogius) took place. And the people

and the priests gathered together, and went and carried his

body, with great honour and with singing of psalms and dirges.

untU they brought it to the city and laid it in a good resting

place. And great signs, and miracles, and healings of the sick

took place through it.

And on this day also are commemorated Saint behnu, the

martyr; and the consecration of the church of JOHN, the

possessor of the Golden Gospel, in the city of Rome, and the

translation of his body thereto. Salutation to JOHN.

[fol. 1325 I] And on this day the strife and martyrdom of

Abba NOHA (noah) took place, and the manifestation of his

miracles. And on this day also are celebrated the consecration

of the church of Mar mehnam, and also 'alvanus (sil-

VANUS ?), and Abba nabyud (or nabdeyu) of sihat, and

Anna benwah, the martyr.

Salutation to 'abrokoros (prochorus).

Salutation to Abba kaluz, the martyr, of the city of fan T.

Salutation to Abba nabyud.

XXL T£r

[fol. 13262] in the name of the father and the

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day took place the assumption of the body of our

pure, and holy, and honourable Lady, the Virgin mary, the

God-bearer, who is indeed the lad y of all the women of this

world. And our Lady prayed continually at the holy grave of

our Lord Christ ; the Holy Spirit made known to her that she

was to depart from this fleeting world, and then told the virgins

who were with her from dabra zayt, even as our Lord told

them. Then our Lady mary prayed, saying, "O my Lord

Jesus Christ, hearken Thou unto me, and unto my prayer at

this time, and unto my petition, and bring unto me thy disciple,

JOHN the evangelist, and likewise all Thy disciples, both those

who are living and those whose souls Thou hast taken, for Thou

art the God of the living and of the dead, and unto Thee
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belongeth glory for ever and ever, Amen." And behold a cloud

straightway took up j oh n in the spirit from the city of Ephesus,

and brought him to our Lady the holy Virgin mary; and when

he stood before her she glorified our Lord Jesus Christ. And

JOHN said \mto her, "Rejoice, O thou who art full of grace,

who didst bear our Lord Jesus Christ." And the Holy Spirit

spake by his mouth, saying, "Thou shalt go forth from this

world with great honour and glory, and after many great signs

and wonders which our Lord and God shall make manifest by

thee." When our holy Lady the Virgin mary heard these

words, she rejoiced exceedingly, and she prayed, saying, [fol.

132ft 3] ''Glory be imto Thee, O my Lord and God Jesus Christ,

Who hast granted unto me what I asked. And now, honour me

by Thy coming with Thine angels, so that they may take my
soul and bear it up with Thee into the heavens." And straightway

the voice of the Holy Spirit from heaven was heard, saying,

"At this time all the angels shall come from heaven, and the

Apostles from all the ends of the earth, riding upon the clouds,

and they shall come to Bethlehem, for the sake of the holy and

blessed Virgin mary, the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ."

And straightway all the Apostles came, for those who were

dead rose up from their graves, and they stood before our holy

Lady the Virgin mary, and said unto her, " Rejoice, O thou who

art full of grace, for our God was bom of thee. He shall take

thee out of this fleeting world with great glory even as He

promised thee." And straightway our Lady mary sat down

upon her bed, and said unto the Apostles, " Now do I know that

my God and your God, Jesus Christ, will come to me, and that

I shall see Him as I see you, and then I shall depart from this

world. And now I desire you to tell me whence ye knew that

I was to depart from this world, and so hastened your coming

to me." And peter and all the Apostles said unto her, "The

Holy Spirit commanded us to come unto thee, and straightway

we mounted upon a cloud of light, and we arrived where thou

art in the twinkling of an eye." When our Lady mary heard

this from the Apostles, she lifted up her voice and said, "I

praise and hymn Thy Holy Name, O my Lord Jesus [fol. 133 a i]

Christ, my God, because Thou hast seen my suffering, and hast
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revealed unto me wonders, for Thou art Almighty; henceforth

all generations shall hold me blessed." And when the Virgin

had finished her prayer and supplications, she said unto the

Apostles, "Bring me incense and a censer, and summon our

Lord Jesus," and they did as she commanded them; and

straightway our Lord Jesus Christ came. And thousands of

thousands, and tens of thousands of tens of thousands of angels,

surrounded Him, and archangels, and our Lord Jesus Christ

comforted her, and told her of the rest and joy which were

prepared for her. At that moment many miracles took place:

the blind received their sight, and the dimib spake, and the

lame stood up straight and walked, and the lepers were cleansed,

and from those who were possessed of devils the evil spirits

went forth quickly. And all those who were suffering from

sicknesses of divers kinds, as soon as ever they came to the

place where was our holy Lady the Virgin mary, were healed

straightway of their sicknesses, no matter of whatever kinds

they were. Then our holy Lady the Virgin mary said unto

her beloved Son, " O my Lord Jesus Christ, I am afraid of the

awful and terrifying angels who are in the air of the Land of

Fire." And our Lord said unto her, "Which of them can have

dominion over thee?" When the time for her to depart from

her body drew nigh, the Apostles and the virgins who were

there weeping asked her to bless them, and she laid her hands

upon them, and blessed them. And straightway our Lord

Christ took her pure soul in His divine hands, and He wrapped

it up in a cloth of light, and took it up with Him [fol. 133 a 2]

to the habitation above. And her Son, our Lord, commanded

the Apostles to bury her body in a fitting manner, and they

carried it to Gethsemane. And before her soul departed, our

Lady looked and saw a great light, which it is impossible for

the tongue of man to describe. And our Lord Christ said unto

her, "Henceforth thy body shall depart to the Garden of

Delight, and thy soul shall dwell in the abode of joy, wherein

the angels shall praise [God] before thee." And our Lady said

unto Him, "I beseech Thee, in the operation of Thy wisdom,

to hearken unto my petition. Whosoever shall pray imto Thee

in my name do Thou in Thy mercy receive his petition. Who-
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soever is in tribulation and shall pray to Thee in my name,

deliver Thou him from all his tribulation, for Thou art Almighty

in heaven and on earth. Bless everywhere those who shall

celebrate the commemoration of my name, and accept the

offerings of all those who shall offer gifts in my name." And

our Lord Jesus answered and said unto her, ''Behold, I have

done for thee all which thou didst ask of Me. Rejoice, for every

gift and every honour I will give thee from my holy Father.

And everyone who shall pray unto Me in thy name hence-

forward shall never perish, neither in this worid nor in that

which is to come, for I will be to him a kindly intercessor with

My heavenly Father." After our holy Lady the Virgin mary

was dead the Apostles prepared her for burial, and they carried

her on a bier so that they might take her to Gethsemane, as

our Lord commanded. When the Jews heard of this and they

knew that it was our Lady mary [on the bier], they went out

to her, and one of them seized her bier with his hand in order

[fol. 133a 3] to throw her off from it on the ground; and the

angel of God smote him with a sword of fire, and cut off his

hands, and they remained hanging on the bier. And then the

Jew believed on our Lord Christ, and he entreated our Lady

MARY with tears and repentance for what he had done, and he

wept bitteriy, saying, "Verily, O pure Virgin, thou art the

mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, Thou God in truth, I beseech

Thee to have compassion upon me." And through the prayers

of the holy Apostles his hands were restored to their former

positions. When the Apostles had buried her they remained

there three days; now her death took place on Sunday, the

twenty-first day of the month of Jer. And our Lord Jesus sent

angels of light, and they carried her body away from the grave,

and laid it under the Tree of Life which is in the Garden of

Delight. Now thomas the apostle was not present at the time

of her death, but as he was coming on the cloud, he found her

body with the angels. And one of the angels said unto him,

"Make haste and salute the body of the mother of our Lord

Jesus Christ, the Virgin mary"; and he made haste and

saluted her. And when he came to the Apostles they told him

how our Lady mary was dead, and he said unto them, "I did

III
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not know it until I saw her body, even as ye made me to know

when I doubted the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.

And when he came to the grave to see the body of our Lady

MARY, and they opened the grave, they could not find her

body ; and they were amazed and marvelled exceedingly. And

straightway thomas told them how he had saluted her holy

body as the angels were carrying her up [to heaven], [fol.

1336 i] And the Holy Spirit said unto them, "God doth not

wish her body to lie in the earth." And God made a covenant

with the Apostles that even as He had shewn Himself, so He

would shew her to His servants a second time, and He bade

them wait until the seventeenth day of the month Nahase

(Aug.-Sept.) ; and He fulfilled the covenant. And all the days

of her life were sixty years ; twelve years she lived in the Temple,

three and thirty years she lived with JOSEPH, and after the

Resurrection of our Lord Christ she lived for fifteen years in

the house of JOHN the evangelist, even as our Lord com-

manded her when He said unto her, ''Behold thy son," and to

JOHN, ''Behold thy mother." Salutation to the going forth of

thy soul from the body without fear of death. Salutation to

the going forth of thy soul, and to thy death which was like

unto a marriage.

[fol. 133 & 2] And on this day also died the righteous woman

HILARIA, the daughter of the Emperor zeno. Her father was

of the True Faith, and he loved the Church. He begot two

daughters, namely this saint, and another, but he had no son.

This saint, from her earliest years, used to love to sit by herself,

and she determined in her heart to adopt the ascetic life and to

wear the garb of the angels. And she went forth from the

palace, and changed her apparel, and put on a man's attire,

and departed to the land of Egypt, and thence to the desert

of SCETE. And she found there a certain righteous old man

whose name was Abba bAmu, and she told him her mind, and

informed him that she was a woman, and he hid her secret, and

brought her into a cell, and he visited her frequently for twelve

years. And she dwelt in her cell, and as no beard appeared upon

her face, the holy old men thought that she was a eunuch, and
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they called her "hi la rion (sic) the eunuch." And an unclean

Satan took possession of her sister, whom she had left with

her father, and her father gave much money to the physicians,

but they were unable to cure her of her sickness. And his

fellow-nobles advised her father to send her to the desert of

SCETE, to the holy old men, for the report of their holiness

had reached the country of Rome. And her father sent her off

with nobles, and officers, and slaves, and handmaidens, and he

wrote a letter to the holy old men, saying, "O my holy fathers,

I will tell you what hath happened to me. [fol. 13363] God

gave me two daughters, and one of them hath fled and I know

not whither she hath gone, and of this one, her sister, an

unclean Satan hath taken possession. I have always thought

that she would be a comforter to me. I beseech your holinesses

to pray on her behalf so that God may heal her of her sickness."

And when the saints had read the emperor's letter, they prayed

that God would heal her of her sickness ; and the holy old men

continued to pray on her behalf for many days, but she was not

healed of her sickness. Then they called " h i lAR iA the eunuch,"

who was her sister, and said unto her, ''Take this daughter of

the emperor and pray over her." And Saint hi laria said

unto them, " I am a sinner and I am not able to do this difficult

thing," but they urged her until she took her. And hilaria

carried her off to her cell, and prayed for her, and she was

healed in a few days and that unclean Satan fled. Now Saint

hilaria knew that the maiden was her sister, but the maiden

did not recognize hilaria, and she embraced her, and kissed

her. And hilaria went outside [her cell] and wept, and then

she brought the maiden to the holy old men, and said unto

them, "Behold, through your prayers I have healed her sick-

ness." And the saints rejoiced, and they sent her to her father

in peace ; and when she arrived and stood up by him he rejoiced

in her greatly; and all the people in the palace rejoiced, and

gave thanks to Christ. And the emperor asked her, saying,

"What manner of life didst thou lead with the holy old men of

the desert of scete?" And she told him about Saint hil-

arion (sic), who healed her of her sickness, and she said unto

him, "He loved me very much and kissed (?) me." When the
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emperor heard this his mind [fol. 134a i] was greatly disturbed,

and he said unto her, " Is it seemly for a monk to kiss awoman?

"

And straightway he sent a letter to the holy old men in the

desert of scete, saying, "Send hither to me Saint hilarion,

who healed my daughter, so that I may be blessed by him."

And the saints called hilaria and commanded her to go to

the emperor, and she wept bitterly and prostrated herself at

the feet of the desert monks, and said unto them, "I am unable

to go there." And they said unto her, "This righteous emperor

is a lover of the Church, and it is not seemly for us to transgress

his commandment, even as the Holy Scriptures command us";

and they urged her, and she departed to the emperor her father

against her will. And when she arrived he saluted her, and all

those who were with her. When the people had gone, and the

emperor was left alone with Saint hilaria, he asked her,

saying, "I have been disturbed in my mind because I heard

that thou didst kiss my daughter, and I wish thee to explain

the matter to me"; now only the emperor and empress were

there with hilaria. And she said unto them, "Bring me
the Holy Gospel, and swear unto me that if I tell you ye will

not prevent me from departing to the desert of scete"; and

they swore to her even as she asked. Then she spake unto them,

saying, "I am your daughter hilaria." And she told them

how her going forth took place, and how she had changed her

apparel, and put on a man's attire, and she shewed them the

marks on her body. And straightway they cried out loudly,

and all wept [bitterly], and there was a very great outcry in

the palace, and [her parents] said unto her, "We will never let

thee go." And hilaria said unto them, "Remember the oath

which ye sware to me on the Holy Gospel"; and she passed

the Great Fast of forty days with them, [fol. 134a 2] and [then]

went to the desert of scete. And from that day the Emperor

zeno, her father, commanded the [governors] to give to the

holy men who dwelt in the desert of scete the tax of the land

of Egypt for one year, and after this they gave the monks what

they needed according to the emperor's command. And the

monks rejoiced, and they became numerous, and they built

nine hundred churches near the monastery of Abba macarius.
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and seven hundred churches near the monastery of Abba JOHN,

and five hundred churches near the monastery of Abba besoy

('ebsoy). And Saint hilaria Hved in the mountain of scete

for five years after she came from her father, and she died [in

peace], and none knew that she was a woman until she died.

Salutation to thy going into the desert of scete, O hilaria.

And on this day also died the holy father Saint Gregory,

the brother of basil. Bishop of dasyat. Now behold we have

mentioned the commemoration of his father and of his brother

in the section for the seventh day of the month of Ter. This

blessed man Gregory was appointed Bishop of the city of

dasyAt, and he was a most honourable and learned man;

and behold, we have written a little about his strife in the

section for the fifth day of this month Ter. It is said of him

that when he was consecrating the Offering, he used to see the

Holy Spirit descending from heaven upon the altar, and then

he saw one of the Cherubim embrace his head, and clasp him

to his bosom; and then Gregory would come out of [fol.

134^3] this sleep, and rest himself on the altar; and all the

people used to think that this was merely the sleep of the body.

When he had completed three and thirty years in his episcopal

office, Saint basil his brother came to him to visit him, for

he was sick of a grievous sickness which was caused by excessive

fastmg; and Gregory welcomed him and rejoiced in him.

And when Saint Gregory went up to the altar to consecrate

the Offering, according to his wont, our holy Lady the Virgin

MARY appeared unto him, and she said unto him, "This day

thou Shalt come with me." After he had finished the Liturgy,

he asked his brother basil to admonish the people to keep

fast hold upon the True Faith. And he became like one who

was asleep, and when [they tried] to rouse him they found that

he was dead. And basil commanded them to make a cofiin

for him, and they did so, and he buried him with many prayers,

and psalms and dirges. Salutation to Gregory.

And on this day also are commemorated nicolaus the

martyr, and Abba victor the bishop.

And on this day also paul the governor, and silas the

priest, became martyrs in the days [fol. 1346 i] of marcion,

the Emperor of Rome, the Melchite heretic. When all the

faithful were gathered together at Gethsemane, on the festival

of the death of our Lady, Julian the infidel came and sur-

rounded them, and killed them, leaving not one of them alive.

On this day also bakhayla maryam became a martyr in

DABRA METMAK.

Salutation to jeremiah, who prophesied and was rebuked,

when Israel loved to worship gods of wood and stone. He

destroyed wild beasts and fierce lions by the power of his

prayer, and therefore his festival is celebrated in Egypt.

Salutation to paul the governor, and to silas the priest.

Salutation to JOHN, whom the Virgin mary promised

should depart from this world without seeing the terrors of

death.

Salutation to kaw£st6s (caustus ?).

XXIL Ter

[fol. 13462] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the great and holy father Abba anthony,

the father of all the monks. This holy father Abba anthony
was a man of the city of keman, in the land of Egypt, to the

south of m£sr (cairo). His parents were Christians, and

from his youth up there was no impiety in him. He went,

without hesitation, to the church with his parents, and they

partook of the Holy Mysteries, and he did not laugh and play

with the [other] boys, and he never danced ; and when he was

a little older, he bowed before his parents, and obeyed them,

and when he was seven years old he learned the Books of the

Church. Now at that time the office of Archbishop of Alex-

andria was held by Abba theon as, and when he heard the
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report of Abba Anthony's childhood, he sent a messenger

and had him brought to him, and he blessed him and prophesied

concerning him, saying, "This child shall become great before

God, and the report of him shall go up into all countries"; and

he laid his hand upon him and made him a deacon. Then his

parents died and they left him a little sister. Six months after

his parents died he went to the church according to his custom,

and the love of the Holy Spirit entered his heart, and he said,

''Consider how the Apostles forsook their business and followed

our Lord and Redeemer Christ. They sold their possessions,

even as it is written in the Acts of the Apostles, and they

brought the price thereof and placed it at the feet of the Apostles,

so that they might give it to those who were needy, and that

the hoped-for things which God had prepared for them in the

heavens might be doubled." And he was always meditating

upon this [fol. 1346 3] in his heart. And then he went to the

church and heard our Lord saying to the rich man in the

Holy Gospel, ''If thou wishest to be perfect, go and sell all thy

possessions, and give [their price] to the poor, and lay up for

thyself treasure in heaven, and come, follow Me." And An-

thony derived his holy mind from the Lord, for he thought

that those words had gone forth for him; and forthwith he went

out from the church. Now his father possessed good broad

lands, and these he gave to the men of the city, and the goods

which his parents had left him he gave to the poor and needy,

and he took his sister and deposited her with the virgins. And
he loved fasting and prayer, and the life of self-abnegation,

and the spiritual fight. Now the word " monasticism " had not

appeared in those days, and if any man desired to devote

himself to God he went a little way outside the city, and dwelt

by himself, and lived an ascetic life. Even thus did the great

saint Abba Anthony. And Satan, who fighteth by means of

the [sinful] impulse of the flesh, and the committal of sin, used

to bring a woman's person to Anthony in a dream, in such a

way that she seemed to be sleeping with him ; but he overcame

all these things by the help of God, which was with him. Then

he departed to a tomb on the sea-shore, and he dwelt therein

and closed the doors of the tomb on himself, and fought a great
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fight [therein]. And his kinsfolk and acquaintances used to

visit him and bring him food. When the Satans saw Saint

ANTHONY fighting in this way, they were jealous of him, and
they came to him and beat him with very severe beatings,

which caused him great pain, and then they would leave him
prostrate. When his kinsfolk came to visit him they would

find him [fol. 135 a i] lying on the ground like a dead man, and
they would lift him up and carry him to the church, and God
would heal him of his sickness. When his soul awoke he would

command them to lift him up, and take him to his own place,

and they would do so. And when Abba anthony had con-

quered the Satans there came to him from below a multitude

[of fiends] in the form of wild beasts, and lions, and wolves,

and serpents, and scorpions, and each one of them would rear

itself up against him to terrify him. But Abba anthony
would laugh at them, and say unto them, "If there be any

among you that hath dominion over me, let him conquer me";
and straightway they would be scattered before him like smoke.

And God gave him victory over the Satans, and He gave him

rest from the suffering and temptations which they caused him.

Twice a year he made bread for their [i.e. the monks') food, and

the sun dried it. He allowed no one to come into his cell to him,

but [his visitors] stood outside, and he hearkened to their words;

and he continued to devote himself to the ascetic life and the

spiritual fight for a period of twenty years. Then God com-

manded him to comfort the people, and to teach them the

perfect fear of God and His holiness. And he departed to the

district of the fayyum, and made monks of many of the

brethren who were there, and he confirmed them in the Law of

God (now there were there many religious houses that were

[full of] monks and spiritual fighters), and then he returned to

his mountain. At that time the days of persecution came, and

many men received crowns of martyrdom. And he wished to

become [a martyr], and he forsook his mountain and departed

to the city of Alexandria, and confessed the Lord Christ; but

no man seized him ; and he used to visit the believers who were

in prison for the Name of Christ, and comfort them. When the

governor saw that anthony was not afraid of him, he com-

B £ S II 34
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manded that no monk [fol. 135 a 2] should ever be allowed to
approach the governor's tribunal. But Anthony appeared
there continually, and spake to him often so that he might
exasperate him, and make him angry, and cause him to beat
him and torture him, so that he (i.e. Anthony) might become
a martyr. But the governor would not talk to him, and he
did no harm to him whatsoever, for God preserved Anthony
for the benefit of many. And when the time of persecution was
ended, the blessed peter. Archbishop of the city of Alexandria,
the perfection of the martyr, became a martyr, and Abbi
ANTHONY returned to his mountain, according to the Will of
God. Now the apparel which he wore was made of hairy sack-
cloth, and he never washed himself with water all the days of
his life. And many sick folk came to him, and he prayed over
them and healed them. And when the many people who came
to him heard his doctrine, they would not let him live by
himself as he wished, and he feared that he would become
arrogant of heart because of what God performed through him.
And he determined in his heart to go to Upper Egypt, and live
in a place where none knew him; and he took a little bread
from the brethren, and he sat down by the side of a stream of
water to wait for a ship on which to embark and depart. And
whilst he was thinking thus, a voice came to him from heaven,
saying, "anthony, whither wilt thou go? What dost thou
wish for here?" And he answered and said, ''Many people
come here, and they prevent me from living in solitude, and
therefore I wish to go to Upper Egypt." And the voice answered
and said imto him, "If thou wishest to go to Upper Egypt,
[go, and thou wilt find] that thy annoyance will be doubled!
But if thou dost indeed wish to live alone, go [fol. 135^3] a
joumey of three days into the Inner Desert." And having seen
certain Arabs who themselves wanted to travel that road,
ANTHONY went to them, and asked them that he might go
with them into the desert, and they welcomed him with joy.
And he journeyed with them for three days, until they came to
a very high mountain, where there was clear, sweet, and very
cold water, and pahns, and date-palms, and fruit trees in
abundance; and anthony loved the place which God had
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prepared for him, and to which He had called him from the
sea-shore. And he dwelt in that place, and the Arabs used to
bnng him bread. And there were in that place many noxious
beasts, but through the prayer of anthony God drove them
away, and they returned not again to that desert. And he used
to go to his mountain which was beyond the sea-shore from time
to time and visit the brethren who were there, and comfort
them, and then he would return to his mountain in the desert.
And the report of anthony was heard of by constantine
the righteous emperor, and he wrote to him a letter praising
him, and asking him to remember him at the time of prayer;
and the brethren rejoiced at the emperor's letter. Now Saint
ANTHONY did not send back a written answer to the emperor's
letter, but he said unto the brethren, "Behold, the letter of the
King of kings is read to us every day, but we neither submit
to its commands nor hearken to it." And the brethren answered
and said unto him, "This righteous emperor is a lover of the
Church, and it is meet for thee to comfort him." And he wrote
a letter to him, and comforted him, and blessed him, and his
kingdom, [fol. 135 ^> i] and all his soldiers. And the report of
ANTHONY was also heard by a Prankish king, namely the
King of the country of barkinon, which was situated at a
distance of seven months' journey from the country of Egypt.
And the Prankish king sent unto Saint Abba anthony^
saying, "I beseech and entreat thee, by the Passion of our Lord
Christ,^ to come to us, and bless us, and all our city, and our
army." When anthony heard these words he was exceedingly
sorry because the king said, "by the Passion of our Lord Christ."
And ANTHONY stood up and prayed, saying, "I beseech Thee,
O my Lord Jesus Christ, to do Thy Will in me. If Thou wishest
me to go to the Prankish country of barkinon, give me a
sign of Thy Will." Whilst he was saying these words, behold a
cloud of light appeared, and it carried him and brought him
during the night to the Prankish country. And the king rejoiced
in him with a great joy, and all his soldiers and people likewise
rejoiced, and they brought to him those who were sick and the
blind and the lame, and he healed them by his prayer forthwith.
And he dwelt with them for seven months, teaching them the

34-2
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way of righteousness and life, and he arrayed many thousands

in the garb of the monastic Hfe. And each Sunday the cloud

of light bore him away and brought him to his monastery, and

he went among his sons and comforted them, for on the following

day that cloud would bear him away, and take him back to

the Prankish land. After this, by the Will of God, he returned

to his monastery, riding upon the cloud. One day laziness (or

inertness) came upon him and there came unto him a voice which

said, "Get thee outside the city so that thou mayest see/'

And he went outside [the city] [fol. 1356 2] and he found there

the similitude of an angel who wore the garb of the monastic

life, and the girdle, and the cord of the cross, and on his head

was a skull-cap like a helmet ; and he was sitting down plaiting

palm leaves. Then he rose up and prayed and sat down again,

and continued to plait palm leaves. And a voice came unto

ANTHONY, saying, "O anthony, act in this wise, and thou

shalt have rest from war against Satans." And anthony
took the angel who was dressed as a monk as an example, and

from that day neither inertness, nor the war of the Satans

attacked him. And our Lord Christ appeared unto him many

times, and comforted him and strengthened him, and said unto

him, ** Verily, I say unto thee, O My chosen one anthony,

because of thy labour, and thy fighting, and thy devotion

to God alone by thyself in this desert, and because of thy love

for Me, I will magnify thy name, and will exalt thy horn in all

the ends of the earth. And I will make the desert places and

the monasteries like the habitations of doves, and they shall be

full of monks, especially thine own monasteries, which shall

endure until the end of the world. Whosoever shall celebrate

thy commemoration, and shall give alms or incense, or an

offering in thy name, I will blot out all his sins and he shall

never see punishment. And I will exalt exceedingly the monas-

tery wherein thy body shall be buried, and I will place therein

righteous monks like angels, and they shall never lack a head

imtil the end of the world. And I will make the kings, and

judges, and rulers of the earth to bring gifts, and to give them

to thy monastery, and to thy children the monks who shall

keep thy commandments." And when our Lord had said this
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'

He went up into heaven with great glory, [fol. 135^3] And
Abba ANTHONY rejoiced with great joy. And he prophesied

concerning the spoliation of the Church, saying, ''Those who
doubt the Faith (i.e. heretics) shall have dominion over it, and

then it shall return to its former state." And he prophesied

concerning the monks, how they would be many, and would

become exceedingly numerous, and how they would abandon

the houses and monasteries in the desert, and would dwell in

the towns and villages among those who were in the world.

It was ANTHONY who arrayed Abba macarius in the garb of

the monk, for he was his disciple and son, and he comforted

him and confirmed him, and made him to know what would

happen unto him. And he went to Abba bulA (paule) the

Great, the first of the dwellers in the desert, and it was he who
buried him in the garment of athanasius the apostle.

When Saint Abba anthony knew that the time of his death

had drawn nigh, he commanded his sons to hide his body, and

to give his staff to Abba macarius his son, and his head-

cloth to Abba ATHANASIUS, and his sheep-skin cloak to Abba
SERAPION the bishop, his son. And he lay down on the ground

and delivered up his soul into the hand of God. And all the

companies of the holy angels came to it, and they met it with

great joy, and they took it up to everlasting rest in the heavens.

And Anthony's children hid his body as he commanded, for

he used to rebuke those who shewed the bodies of the holy

martyrs with the object of getting much money and possessions

thereby, and of keeping these possessions for themselves. This

holy and blessed anthony lived to a good old age and became

very old indeed, but his body, and strength, and power re-

mained unchanged, and nothing fell from his shoes (?). [fol.

136 fl i] And he never washed in water all the days of his life.

And he departed to Christ, Whom he loved, and all the days of

his life were one hundred and twenty years. Salutation to

ANTHONY the solitary.

And on this day also is commemorated minAs, Bishop of

mAfen.



538 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

XXIII. T£r

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint timothy the apostle became a martyr.

This saint was bom and brought up in the city of Lystra; his

father was a Greek and worshipped the stars, and his mother

was a Jewess, under the shadow of the Law of moses. When
PAUL the apostle preached in the city of Lystra, this saint

TIMOTHY heard his preaching, and his teaching, and he saw
the signs and miracles which God wrought by his hands (now

the learned men and philosophers among the people of Lystra

were amazed at these wonders, and were unable to do any one

of them); he came to paul the apostle and believed on our

Lord Jesus Christ, and was baptized in the Name of the Holy

Trinity. And he rejected the gods of his father, and abandoned

the observance of the Law of his mother also, and he became a

disciple of paul the apostle; and he followed him into many
cities, and laboured with him. And great tribulation, and very

much sorrow came upon him. And [fol. 136 a 2] the Apostle

PAUL made timothy Bishop of the city of Ephesus, and
having entered therein he preached to the men thereof in the

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and he converted very many
of them to the True Faith, and baptized them with Christian

baptism. And he preached in many cities, both in those which

were round about Ephesus, and those which were far off. The
Apostle PAUL wrote two Epistles to him, teaching and ex-

horting him to teach the people continually, [so that] they

might receive the way whereby he became bishop, and priest,

and deacon, and And he said unto him, "Beware of lying

prophets/' and he commanded him not to lay his hand upon
any person unworthy of the office of the priesthood, or before

he had tried him. And he called him "son," and his "beloved

timothy," and he sent four epistles by his hand. And ob-

serving and protecting the flock of Christ over which he had
been appointed, he illumined their hearts by his frequent

teachings, and admonitions, and discourses. And he rebuked
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and cursed the Jews and the Greeks, who were all jealous of

him, and they gathered together against him in the city of

Ephesus and killed him. And some of the believers among the

Ephesians buried his body as it might be on this day. And

when the Emperor constantine reigned he determined to

translate the body of the saint from the city of Ephesus, and

he brought it to the city of Constantinia, on the twenty-third

day of the month of Jer; and they celebrated a great festival

in his honour on that day. Salutation to paul (sic) who was

appointed deputy by the Epistle of paul, of the country of

Rome.

[fol. 136^3] And on this day are commemorated athan-

Asius, and gerlos (cyril), andTHEODOSius, the righteous

emperor. Salutation toTHEODOSius.

XXIV. T£r

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died maria, the sainted woman and spiritual

fighter. The parents of this saint were Christians of the city of

Alexandria, and though certain noblemen of the city of Alex-

andria desired her, she did not wish [to give herself]. When

her father and mother died, all the possessions which her father

had left her she gave to the poor and needy, with the exception

of a very little money. And she entered one of the houses for

women which were outside the city of Alexandria, and she

assumed the holy garb of the nun, and she fought a great fight.

For twelve years she fought against sleep, and at length having

killed [the desire for] it she never slept during the day; and

during the whole of that period of twelve years she fasted

continually until the evening, according to the Rule of that

nunnery. Then she asked the abbess to allow .her to shut

herself in a cell to try [fol. 1366 i] whether she could endure it

or not. And the abbess said unto her, "Shut thyself up in thy

cell.'' And she went into the cell and shut her door, and she

dug a little hole in it through which she could take in her food.

^y-''^-*—"»—
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and also receive the Holy Mysteries, and she dwelt in the lower
part of the cell for two and twenty years. And during all those

days she stood up and prayed continually, and ceaselessly from
morning till night. During the night she slept a little, and the
rest of the night, until dawn, she passed in prayer. She fasted

two days at a time, and ate bread soaked in water. During the
days of the Great Fast she never ate bread at all—until the
forty holy days of our Lord were ended—but she fasted three

days [at a time] and then ate beans soaked in water. When the
festival of the Holy Baptism [of our Lord] arrived on the eleventh
day of the month of Ter she would ask them to bring her some
of the holy water. When they brought it to her she washed her
hands and her face therein, and [then] received the Holy
Mysteries, and drank that holy water. And she fell sick, and
laid herself down on her bed until the twenty-first day of Ter,

when she received the Holy Mysteries for the second time that

day. And she Ccdled the abbess and besought her, with many
entreaties, to put her feet near her, and when the abbess did

so, she embraced them and laid her face upon them and said,
" I bow to thy feet which have brought thee to our Lord Christ.''

Then she called all the virgins, and asked them to come and
visit her after three days ; but when the three days had passed,

and it was [iol. i^6b 2] the twenty-fourth day of Ter, they
visited her and found that she was dead. And they lifted her
up and took her to the church, and they prayed over her, and
they made her ready for burial and laid her with the bodies of

the [other] holy virgins. Salutation to maria.

And on this day also is commemorated Abba 'absadi, of

whom it is said that he had in him the virtues of purity, and
that because of this God protected him, and caused the memorial
of him to live in all the world.

And on this day also became a martyr the great Saint Abba
b!fa, of the city of s£ft, in the country of Egypt, in the
district of t£ha. And on this day also are commemorated the
righteous men who pleased (?) God. Salutation to bifa.
[Wanting in the Bodleian MS.]
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XXV. T£r

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the blessed peter, the ascetic. This saint

was a tax-gatherer, and as he sat in the office of the tax-gatherer

he was a man who was dense of heart (i.e. understanding),

and without any compassion, and [fol. 13663] he lacked the

quality of mercy to such a degree that the people used to apply

to him the evil epithet of ''merciless." And He who desireth

not the death of a sinner had compassion upon him, and sent

to him a certain poor man to ask alms of him. And at that

moment his servant came carrying bread, and he took one of

the bread-cakes from his servant and threw it to the poor man,

not as an act of mercy, but in order that he might drive him

away from him and that the poor man might never come back

to him; and the man having taken the bread-cake departed to

his house. That night, whilst this peter was sleeping he saw

in his sleep as if there were many beings who wished to weigh

him and as if they had a pair of scales in their hands, and many
of the beings were black, and they had exceedingly foul faces,

and they stood on the left of the scales. And there were many
shining angels of beautiful appearance, who were wearing

glorious white apparel, standing on the right of the scales ; and

they were sorrowful and were thinking what they could lay in

the right pan of the scales. When they found nothing at all,

one of them brought that bread-cake which peter had thrown

to the poor man, and the angel who brought the bread-cake

said, ''We have not found one good thing about him except

this." And his fellow-angels answered and said unto him,

"What good will this be when set against his multitude of sins?
"

And as he was looking on at this he awoke from his sleep, and

he was afraid, and trembled, and was dismayed. And he

reproached himself and was sorry for his soul because he had

done what was evil; and from that day onwards he became

very merciful, and he gave his house and his goods to the poor

and needy, and he changed his character. When he learned
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that many praised him and honoured him for [fol. 137 a i] the
good deeds which he had done, he fled from the world and went
into the desert of scete, and entered the monastery of Saint
Abba MACARius and became a monk therein. And he devoted
himself to the ascetic life with great strenuousness, and he
fought a good fight and pleased God with his deeds. And on
the day of his death he called the aged monks, and embraced
them, and he died straightway and departed to God. Salutation
to PETER.

And on this day also Saint sebastianus became a martyr.
The father of this saint was Emperor of Rome, and he was
brought up in the admonition and fear of God. When his
father died Diocletian and maximianus reigned, and they
appointed this saint to be their deputy-governor, and they
honoured him as they honoured their father. And he walked
with wisdom and knowledge, and he healed many sick by means
of his prayers, and he opened the eyes of the blind. When
DIOCLETIAN denied the God of heaven he tried to force
Saint SEBASTIANUS to worship idols. When he refused to do
so he commanded the soldiers to tie him to a withered tree,

and to shoot at him with countless arrows
; [and they did so]

and thought that he was dead. That night certain believing
men found him alive, and they untied him and carried him
away into the midst of an island, and set him down there,
[fol. 137^2] When DIOCLETIAN heard this he had sebas-
tianus brought to him, and he commanded the soldiers to
beat him with rods of iron, and they beat him for many days,
and he delivered up his soul. And he appeared in a dream to
Saint LUDSENA and told her where his body was; and she took
it and buried it in the grave of peter. And God made a
covenant with him that whosoever called upon his name or
celebrated his commemoration should never be attacked by the
plague. Salutation to SEBASTIANUS.

On this day also Saint 'askel became a martyr.

h
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XXVI. T£r

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day nine and forty holy fathers, the old men of the

desert, became martyrs, and they sent to the emperor and his

sons the reasons for their martyrdom which took place in the

days of the Emperor theodosius, the son of the Emperor

ARCADius, the just. Now THEODOSIUS had no son, [fol.

137^3] and he sent unto the holy old men in the desert of

SCETE, asking them to beseech God to give him a son. And
among them was a certain old man who was very great, and his

name was bisudura, and he wrote to the emperor and said

unto him, '' God doth not wish a son to be begotten by thee, so

that he may not associate with the doubters in an unclean

Faith." And it came to pass that when the king had read the

letter of the saints he thanked God, and held his peace. And
certain wicked men advised him to marry a second wife so that

by her he might beget a son to inherit his kingdom after him.

And the emperor answered and said unto them, ''I will do

nothing whatsoever except by the command of the holy old men

of the desert of scete in the country of Egypt." Now their

fame had reached all the ends of the world. And the emperor

sent a second messenger to enquire of the saints concerning this

matter. And that messenger had a son who asked his father

to take him with him, and he took the boy with him, so that

he might be blessed by the holy old men. And when the

messenger and his son came to the old men, and they read the

emperor's letter, they took the messenger of the emperor, (now

Abba bisudura was dead,) and brought him to the body of

Abba BISUDURA, and they said unto the body, "O our father,

behold a letter from the emperor hath arrived and we know not

how to answer it." And straightway Abba bisudura, the

old man, rose up, and said, ''Did I not say unto [fol. 137 ^> i]

thee, Tell the emperor that God will not give him a son, so that

he may not defile himself by associating with those who doubt.

And if he marrieth ten more wives God will not give him a son?"
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And having said these words the blessed BisuD<jRA turned
and lay down. And the holy old men wrote a message to the
emperor according to what Saint bisudura had said, and they
gave the paper to the emperor's messenger. And when the
messenger had gone forth to depart, the pagan barbarians
arrived. And a certain great old man, whose name was John,
stood up and said unto the brethren, "Behold the barbarians
have come and they wish to kill us. He who wisheth to become
a martyr let him stand up with me, and he who is afraid, let
him go up to the fortress." And some of the monks fled, and
those who were left with Abba John were nine and forty aged
monks; and the barbarians came and slaughtered all the nine
and forty aged monks. And the son of the messenger of the
emperor turned back from the road, and he saw the angels
laying crowns upon the heads of the aged martyrs; now the
name of that young man was d£yas. And he said unto his
father, ''Behold, I see the angels of the spiritual beings laying
crowns on the heads of the old men. And now, I myself will
go and receive a crown like them." And his father answered
and said unto him, ''I will go with thee, O my son," and they
went back and revealed themselves to the pagan barbarians,
who slew them, and they received crowns of martyrdom. After
the barbarians had departed the monks came down from the
fortress, and they collected the bodies of the saints, and they
made them ready for burial and laid them in a cave. And they
prayed before them each night, and sang psalms and hymns,
[fol. 1376 2] and were blessed by them. And certain men came
and stole the body of Saint Abba John, and took it to the city
of bitanun; and the saints waited a few days, and then took
him and brought him into his place, and the others [they took]
to the fayyum. And they stole the body of the young man,
[the son of the emperor's messenger,] and when they brought
it to the FAYYUM, the angel of God snatched it up, and brought
it back to the body of his father. Many times did the monks try
[by night] to separate the body of the young man from that of
his father, but in the morning they found the two bodies
together again. At length one of the old men saw the messenger
in a vision, who said unto him, "Glory be to God! When we

•
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were in the flesh we were never separated, and why should we
be separated when we are with our Lord Christ?" From that

day none separated them. When the barbarians pillaged the

desert of scete the monks were afraid for the bodies of the

holy men, and they removed them from their places to the pit

of the church of Saint macarius. And they made for them a

large shrine there [in the form of] a cave, and they built over it

a church in their names in the days ofTHEODOSius the arch-

bishop. And when Abba benjamin came to the desert of

SCETE he established for them a festival on the fifth day of the

month of Yakatit, the day when his body and theirs appeared.

And the church, which existeth to this day, is well known, and
its name in Coptic is "behama bakasit," that istosay, "nine
and forty martyrs." Salutation to the nine and forty martyrs.

[fol. 13763] And on this day also died Saint anastasia.
This holy woman was a daughter of the palace of the city of

Constantinia, and she was exceedingly beautiful. The Emperor
BASTiANUS wished to marry her, but she did not wish this,

and she never imagined it in her heart, for the emperor already

had a wife living; on the contrary she made known to the wife

of the emperor that the emperor wanted to marry her. And
the wife of the emperor sent this holy woman out of the palace

secretly, and she caused her to be taken by ship to the country

of Egypt, and she built for her a religious house outside the

city of Alexandria, and that house was called by her name. And
when the emperor knew that Saint anastasia had departed

to the land of Egypt, he sent after her and searched for her.

And when anastasia knew this, she put on a man's dress,

and disguised herself as a judge (or officer), and fled to the

desert of scete, and took refuge with Abba dan i el, the

abbot, to whom she revealed her secret. And he took her and
placed her in a cell by herself and no one knew that she was a

woman, but Saint daniel commanded a righteous old man to

draw a vessel of water for her once a week, and to set it down
by the door of that cell. And she lived there for eight and twenty
years, fighting the fight, and leading the ascetic life with fasting,

and prayer, and prostrations, and vigil. And when the old man
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died who used to draw water for her, Abba daniel commanded
his disciple to do as the old man used to do. And the holy-

woman used to write her will on a tile and set it down by the
door of her cell, and the disciple of Abba daniel would take
[fol. 138 a i] the tile to his teacher knowing nothing whatsoever
about what was written upon it. One day he brought the tile

to his teacher, and when Abba daniel had read it, he wept,
and said unto his disciple, ''Rise up, O my son, let us go and
bury the body of this saint, for he wished to be free from his
body." And they went and came to the cell, and they received
a blessmg from ana stasia, and she said unto Abba daniel,
"For God's sake do not wrap me up for burial in anything except
this garment which is on me"; then she prayed and said, "I
commit myself to the keeping of God," and she lay down on
the ground and died. And they wept over her, and took thought
for burying her. When the disciple of Abba daniel drew near
to her to swathe her, he saw that her breasts were like unto
dried fig leaves; (now they became like this through excessive
ascetic practices,) and Abba daniel marvelled, and was silent.
When they had buried her they returned to their cell, and his
disciple fell down at the feet of Abba daniel, and he entreated
him, saying, "For God's sake tell me the story of this saint,
for I saw that she was a woman." And Abba daniel began
to tell him how she belonged to a noble and royal family of
the city of Constantinia. And how she gave herself to Christ,
and how she abandoned the glory of this fleeting world, and
how this woman fought the great fight which she fought against
Satan, and how she cast aside a woman's weakness, and over-
came the might of strong men, and pleased God, should serve
as admonitions to us who are men.

[fol. 138 a 2] Salutation to the nine and forty monks who
became martyrs, and the emperor's messenger and his son,
and to anastasia.

And on this day also are commemorated mesratius
(masterius), and sernius (sorenus), the martyrs, and
JOSEPH, who loved the poor. Salutation to Joseph, who was
like unto tabitha, and gave away aU his possessions.
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in the name OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint sarabyos (serapius or serapion ?)
became a martyr. This saint was a man from the city of
B E B N u s i, in the north of Egypt, in the district ofLOWERMfesR
(CAIRO). He had much money and possessions, and flocks, and
he loved to give alms, and was very charitable. When the day
of persecution came, he heard that the governor Roman us (?)
was going about seeking for Christians to torture, and this
saint went forth from his city seeking the governor. And he had
a friend whose name was Theodore, and a certain shepherd,
who tended his flocks, and whose name was sorma, and these
followed the saint, and they drew nigh unto romanus (?),
governor of the city of Alexandria, and confessed before him
[fol. 138(23] the Lord Jesus Christ; and the governor shut
SARABYOS (serapius) up in prison. When the men of the
city heard of this, they gathered together with the soldiers,
and they came to the governor, bringing their weapons of war
with them, and they wanted to kill the governor and to take
the saint from him. And the saint prevented them, and said
imto them, ''I came of my own free will to shed my blood for
the Name of Christ, our Lord." And the governor embarked
on a ship and departed, and the saint went with him, and when
they arrived at the city of Alexandria the governor com-
manded the soldiers to torture the saint severely on the wheel,
[and they did so]. And they cast him into a red-hot furnace'
and boiled him in a cauldron of pitch and bitumen, and they
cut the tendons of his body, and they laid him on a [red-hot]
iron bed, and they drove iron nails through his body. And the
saint bore all these tortures patiently, for the angel of God

.
sustaineth him that is tortured. Then they hung him upon a
tree, and shot at him with arrows, but the angel of God brought
him down, and he bound the governor with fetters, and hung
him up in the place of the saint and shot at him with arrows,
whilst the governor cried out, ''I am romanus (?) the gover-
nor." And Saint sarabyos (serapion) {sic) said unto him.
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"As God liveth I wUl not bring thee down from this tree until

thou hast set free aU those who are in prison; and thou shalt

write an account of their strifes, and thou shalt command the

soldiers to cut off their heads." [And the governor did so,]

and they received crowns of martyrdom in the kingdom of the

heavens; now they were in number five hundred and thirty

souls And ROMANUS (?) commanded a certain nobleman,

whose name was harneus [fol. 1386 i] to take the saint with

him to his city, and to torture him there and, if he would not

turn from his unclean opinion, to kill him; and the nobleman

took the saint with him in the ship. When night came they

arrived in port, and they slept, (now, by the Will of God the

ship came to the native city of the saint,) and when the sailors

woke up in the morning and found that the place where they

arrived had been changed, they marvelled exceedingly. And a

voice came to sarAbyos (serapion), saying, "Behold this

is thy city
" And they brought him out of the ship, and tor-

tured him severely, and they cut off his head with the sword.

and he received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the

heavens And romanus(?) brought down his apparel, and

swathed him for burial, and gave him to his kinsfolk. Salutation

to sarAby6s (serapion) the martyr.

And on this day also is commemorated the translation of the

body of Saint timothy, the apostle, from the city of Ephesus

to the city of Constantinia; it was translated by the nghteous

Emperor constantine who translated many of the bodies

of the holy apostles and martyrs to the city of Constantmia.

When he heard that the body of Saint timothy was m the

city of Ephesus, he sent certain faithful priests, and they

translated it to the city of Constantinia, and they laid it m the

Sanctuary of the Holy Apostles, [fol. 1386 2] Salutation to the

translation of thy body, O timothy.

And on this day also is celebrated the festival of s0r16l,

who is called "SAFORi." who was with the righteous man

e zra. and told him hidden mysteries. He prayeth always on

behalf of sinners. Salutation to s6 R i fe l.

k

V^

And on this day also Saint Abba bifamon became a martyr.

This saint was a virgin from his youth, and he loved God, and
he was merciful to the poor and the needy; and he abandoned

this fleeting world. His father, whose name was anastasius,
belonged to a noble family, and his mother's name was sosnA
(SUSANNAH); and they were Christians, and they loved alms-

giving, and they kept the festivals of our Lord Christ, and of

our Lady mary, and of the holy martyrs; and they gave to

the poor whatsoever they needed. And they lived in the city of

WE SIM in the district of mesr (cairo). And God gave them
this saint, whose form was exceeding [fol. 138 b 3] goodly, and

they rejoiced and added to their good works and benevolence.

When he was grown up, and his days were nine years, they

handed him over to a certain God-fearing priest that he might

teach him; and the priest took him and taught him literature,

and philosophy; and he admonished him, and made him strong

in the knowledge of the Books of the Holy Church. And he

attended church devotedly, and fasted, and prayed, and kept

vigil, and made prostrations; and God wrought many signs

and wonders by his hands, of which the following are examples

:

There was a certain poor man who was sick of a disease in his

hands and feet, and he begged the saint to give him alms, and

the saint stretched out his holy hands to give the beggar

money, and straightway he was healed of his disease, and he

became whole and without a blemish, and all his limbs became

sound. And on another occasion when he was reciting the

Psalms of DAVID, a certain man there, whom an unclean

spirit had thrown down, cried out, saying, ''O saint of God, let

me destroy him, for his parents oppress men; and the saint

prayed, and made entreaty to God, and the man whom the

Satan cast down was healed. And the angel of God appeared

unto the teacher of the saint, (now he was a righteous man,)

and he informed him about all that would happen to the young

man bifamon, and said unto him, "He shall become a

martyr*'; and the priest and his mother s6snA (susannah)
paid him greater honour than before. And as he grew up he

continued to do the works of excellence, and works of the

spirit, without ceasing, and at length the report of him was

B E SII 35

k^msBtf
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heard in all countries. And our Lord Jesus Christ used to

appear unto him with His holy angels, and our Lady mary
used to comfort him. [fol. i3ga i] And he lived with his teacher

for eight years. And he used to remain without eating for

seven days and seven nights at a time, and he ate once a week
only. And his parents spake to him about marrying a wife,

and he said unto them, "What is the good of a wife to me in

this fleeting world, for it shall pass away and all the desire

thereof? " And his parents rejoiced in him, and they added to

their good works from that day onwards. Six months after

this his parents died, and the saint gave alms to the poor, and
he devoted himself to the Church, and strove to fulfil all the

commandments of the Holy Gospel. And in those days certain

men of the Persians rose up against Rome and they slew

NUMERIANUS, the king, in battle, and the empire of Rome
remained without an emperor; now numerianus left only

two daughters and one son, whose name was Justus, and
who became a martyr. And the chiefs of the palace gathered

together, and they took counsel together, and they sent mes-
sengers into every country to collect for them strong men for

the war. And when the messengers came to Upper Egypt, they
found a strong and powerful young man, with a bold heart,

pasturing sheep, and his name was "'agripada'*; and he
had been a habitation for Satan from his youth up. And the

messengers rejoiced exceedingly, and they took him with them
to the city of Antioch, and when 'agripada arrived the officer,

who was captain of the royal horses, rejoiced in him. One day
'agripada took a couple of reeds tied together and played
upon them like a flute, and Satan entered into the horses, and
they capered about and cried out with loud cries, [fol. 139a 2]

And the daughter of the king who had arrived at woman's
estate, heard the noise, and she looked out of her window in

the upper room of the palace, and 'agripada pleased her

with his playing. And Satan thrust into her heart the desire

for fornication, and she summoned him to her, and she married
him, and arrayed him in [royal] apparel, and called him " Dio-
cletian," for they used to change the names of men when
they became kings. And when the younger daughter of the

n
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king saw what the elder had done, she became jealous, and she

married an officer whose name was maximianus, and she

arrayed him in royal apparel, and made him a king; and

MAXIMIANUS and DIOCLETIAN Were equals in the kingdom

of the city of Antioch. And Satan appeared unto them and

said, "I am he who set the idea of fornication in the hearts of

the king's daughters, who have made you kings. If ye will

obey my commandment, I will make all men on the earth to

submit to you. Henceforward bow down, and worship me.

Make models [of men and women] in gold and silver, and call

them gods, apollo, artemis, and the like, and command all

men to perform the ceremony of incense before them. Shut

the churches, and open the houses of idols, and command ye

all the men who are in the palace to do this. Whosoever will

not obey you and worship the gods shall die an evil death ;
cut

off his head with a sharp sword." And they answered and said

unto Satan, ''We will obey thee, and will do as thou tellest us."

And they worshipped him straightway, and they did all that

Satan commanded them to do in [fol. 139a 3] every country

of their kingdom. And they appointed a certain nobleman,

whose name was romanus (?), governor over the city of

Alexandria, and all the region round about, and they made

ARIANUS governor over the city of antinoe and Egypt,

and they commanded them to carry out these orders in all the

towns and villages. When Abba bifamon heard this report,

he was exceedingly sorry, and he hid himself until he knew

what was going to happen. And he called his friend Theo-

dore, and they talked together for a day about what they

had heard, and they were exceedingly sad. And they multi-

plied their prayers, and entreated God to save them from evil.

And Saint bifamon increased his good works, and report of

him was made to the infidel king, and to maximianus, by

the deniers of Christ. And they told them, saying, ''A certain

man whose name is bifamon, of the city of wesim, on the

border of mesr (cairo), is a Christian magician, and he trans-

gresseth the commands of the kings, and he curseth the gods."

And straightway the king wrote a letter and sent it to arianus,

and commanded him to take the saint and to torture him until

35-2
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he worshipped apollo and artemis, and if he would not
obey, to cut off his head with the sword. And the angel of God
appeared unto Saint BfrAjidN and told him what had taken
place, and he informed him that he and his mother would
become martyrs. And he shewed him the crowns which were
prepared for himself and his mother, and he commanded him
to depart, and to take with him his slave DtcANfes And
straightway Saint Abba BfrAMdN rose up and came to his
mother, and told her all that he had seen, and she told him
how she had seen the same [fol. 1396 i] vision; and the saints
Abba BiFAMON and his mother rejoiced together. And the
samt went to his abode and prayed untU the morning When
the morning had come he sent again to his friend Theodore
who came to him, and bIfamon told him what he had seen'
And he said unto him, "After the days of the persecution have
passed by thou shalt be appointed bishop of this city" • and he
commanded him to build a church for him, and then they
embraced and bade each other farewell. After a few days
ARiANUS the governor came to the city of w£sim and he
had the head men of the city brought to him, and he questioned
them concerning BiFAMdN, the judge, and said unto him
This man curseth the gods"; and the head men of the city

were sorry on account of Saint Abba BiFAiadN, for he was
beloved by them. At that time Abba b1fAm6n rose up and
put on beautiful apparel, and prayed for a long time, and then
he embraced aU the men of his house, and mounted his white
horse, and he went to the place where all the head men of the
city were gathered together; and when they saw him they paid
hun honour and went with him to arian us the governor
And when arianus saw Abba BffAm6n, he rejoiced in him
and he rose up and embraced him and said unto him "Peace
be unto thee." And the saint answered, "Why dost thou say
peace to me? for the interpretation of 'peace' is 'joy'
Verily I rejoice, and am glad, because I am going to the Lordmy God and Redeemer, Jesus Christ." [fol. 1396 2] As for
thee, however, the Book saith of [such as] thee, "There is no jov
for the wicked" (Isaiah xlviii, 22). And arianus said unto
Jiim, 1 did not come for thee to speak words of insult to me
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but I came to thee with an order from the emperor commanding

thee to offer sacrifice to the gods." And the saint said unto

him,
'' God forbid ! But it is right that I should worship the

True God, and not the work of the hand of man, as the prophet

saith :
' The gods of the nations are of gold and silver, the work

of the hands of the children of men. Mouths they have and

they speak not, hands have they and they handle not, feet have

they and they walk not, eyes have they and they see not,

ears have they and they hear not, noses have they and they

smell not ; they speak not with their throats, and there is no

breath in their mouths' (Psalm cxv, 4 ff.). May all those who

make them become like unto them. I will worship none save

my Lord Jesus Christ." When arianus heard these words

from him he was exceedingly angry with him, and he tortured

him with every kind of torture ; and he tied him to the back

(tail ?) of a horse, which he made to gallop through all the

city. And when his mother and his servants heard of this they

all came [to him], (now his servants were five hundred [in

numberj) and the saint rebuked them and spake unto them,

and his mother with them, many words from the Holy Gospel.

But they all cried out, saying, boldly, "We are Christians,"

and they overturned the throne of arianus the infidel. And

the governor commanded the soldiers to dig a large pit, and to

fill it with fire, and to cast them all into it alive ; and they did

as [fol. 139 & 3] he commanded them; and Saint Abba bifamon

encouraged them, and exhorted them, and made them to endure

[their sufferings] until they finished their martyrdom. And

the mother of the saint asked him to pray for her, and he made

the sign of the Cross over her, and said unto her, "Depart in

peace"; and straightway they cast her body into the fire, and

she received the crown of martyrdom with those martyrs. And

arianus sent the saint to maximianus the emperor, and

straightway the emperor said unto him, "Art thou bifamon

the sorcerer? Thou hast transgressed our command, and hast

not worshipped the gods." And the saint said unto him, " I will

not worship thy gods. Only Jesus Christ our Lord will I worship

;

as for thee, thou canst go to gahannum." And the emperor

was wroth, and tortured him severely, and when he was tired of
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torturing him he sent him to romanus, who sent him toARiANUS. Now the saint neither ate nor drank the whole
time he was on the journey. And arianus took the saintand drove sharp naUs through his hands and his feet, and he

tW " ^Tu " '^°^ ^' "°* ^°^^^'P '^' &°d^ I will destroy
thee

;
and the samt revUed him and his gods, and cursed themAnd arianus commanded the soldiers to drag him through

the city, and to bum him outside the city of antino£, andthey did so, but our Lord Jesus Christ took him out of the fire

WnTfl ?T "^^l"
*^^ '^'"* "^^ '*^"d'"g •" the fire muchblood flowed from his feet. And there was standing thereamong the people a certain blind leper, [fol. 140 « i] and hetook some of the blood and smeared it on his eyes and on hisbody and straightway he became able to see, and his bodywas cleansed from his leprosy. And he cried out, and confessed

our Lord Jesus Chnst, and said boldly, "
I am a Christian, Ibdieve on "ly Lord Jesus Christ." And arianus commandedthem to cut off his head with the sword, and they did so andhe received the crown of martyrdom. And Saint bifAm6n

called his servant diyoganos (diogenes ?) and com-manded him secretly to anoint his body and to swathe it with
fine hnen, and to relate the story of his fight to the believerswho were m the city of wfisiM, and to tell them that the davsof persecution would pass; and he made over his body the sign

TnH .\ M V'S^'
"^" '^' ^^""^ •'^ '^' Father, and the So^^and the Holy Ghost, One God." And the saint approachedthe soldiers and said unto them, "Do ye what the governorhath commanded you [to do]." And the soldiers took him awayfrom the governor to a place where they would be with himalone and they cut off his head, and he received the inco™

ruptible crown of martyrdom. And much blood flowed from
his neck and his servant diy6gAn6s (diogenes ?) spreadout the fine linen napkin which he had laid up by him andcaugh the holy blood therein, and so sweet a^perW 'filkd
that place that the soldiers marveUed, and were dismayed, and
great fear fell upon them. And when the soldiers departedm^y believers came, and they and his servant prepared thebody of the samt for burial in a splendid manner, and they
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brought sweet-smelling unguents and anointed it, and sang

many psalms and dirges over it. And straightway they earned

it outside the city to the west, and they buned it there, and

many miracles were made manifest at his grave. And the

servant of the saint took that napkin and laid it upon him

And when he wished to depart to his city [fol. 140* 2] he fell

into doubt and wondered what he should do. And Saint

bifAmon appeared unto him, and told him to make known

his story to his friend Theodore, and to the men of his city

And God sent unto him certain believers who carried him with

them in the ship, and whUst he was with them in the ship God

made manifest many miracles through that napkin. And his

servant diyogAnos (diogenes?) told them all that had

happened to Saint Abba BirAMdN, and they marvelled ex-

ceedingly and glorified God. Then he came to his city wesim

and he told his friend theodore everything which had

happened to Saint bifAmSn, and he gave him the napkin

through which very many signs and wonders took place. And

this napkin was kept by them until the infidel d iocletian died

and constantine the righteous reigned. And the days of

persecution came to an end, when the Christian people enjoyed

rest and peace in [all] the cities. And God wished to reveal

the body of Saint bifAmon, so that it might be a hope to the

believers, and a consolation, and strength. Now he became a

martyr in the city of kAw, in Upper Egypt, in the district of

tEmA on the twenty-seventh day of the month of Jer. And God

made manifest from his body signs and wonders and great

healings, and especially in the church in the city of demonu.

on the twenty-seventh day of the month of Ter. On that day

many people assemble therein, and God maketh manifest^ in

them great healing through the martyrdom of bifamon.

[fol. 140a 3] Salutation to Abba BiFAividN.

And on this day also are commemorated theophilantus

and SARNis (or s6sA), the martyrs.

And on this day they [angels] carried away enoch. the son

of jAred, the son of mahalaleel. the son of cainan, the
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son Of HENOK (ENOS), the son of SETH, the son of adam
with the rushing of stars, and of Hghtnings and of winds, and
they took him up above the heavens and seated him between two
spintual beings. And he is called the scribe of the command-
ments of God. And he said, "I will answer on behalf of the
nghteous, and of him that goeth forth, holy and great, from
the habitation of God." And thence he treadeth upon Mount
SIN A, and he appeareth with the armies and mighty powers
from heaven, and everyone feareth him when he is on the
waters He judgeth (?) dan, which is on the right hand of the
Arabs (?), and he reciteth the memorial of their petition until
the sleep of a dream calleth [fol. 1406 1] him, and visions of all
are upon him

; and they revUe the watchers of heaven And he
drew nigh a house which was buUt upon a stone of crystal and
the walls whereof were inlaid with slabs of stone. And he saw
another house which was larger than this, and all its doors
were open, and it was built on a tongue of fire, which uttered
praise and glory. And he looked and saw a high throne and
the appearance thereof was that of ice, and the circle thereof
was like the sun; and the voice of a cherub was going forth
under the throne. And he saw seven mountains, three facmg
the east and three facing the south, and the middle one pro-
jected upwards into the heavens. And he saw one hundred
and forty wings, and the lord of the winds, and he saw four

•^VrL ff^TT
^."^. ^^ prophesied concerning Christ, saying.

With the Head of Days was going another, and His face was
like the face of a man, and it was fitted with grace like one of
the holy angels." And he also saith concerning Christ, "Andm that day the Son of man shall be called before the Head of
Pays, when as yet the sun shall not have been created nor the
stars made." And he also saith, "He shall be a staff to the
nghteous, and a light to the nations, and a hope for thosewhom He shall cause pain." And he spake concerning the
return of the lights of heaven and described them, one by one
each to Its people, each to its dominion, and each by its name.'And he spake concerning the doors of heaven, saying "There
are three doors in the face of the heavens; one in the west, one
on the nght hand, and one on the left." And he spake con-

cerning ADAM, "Behold, a bull went forth from the earth,

and this [bull] was white." And he spake concerning^ eve

[fol. 1406 2] saying, "There went forth a calf, a female." And

he saith concerning the Temple: "I saw them overturning this

ancient house, and they brought out all the pillars, and all the

plants (?) and beauty of this house." And concerning the

Church he saith: "God brought sheep into a new house, which

was larger and higher than the one before it, and He set them in

the front one, which was veiled, and all the pillars thereof were

new, and the beauty thereof was new, and greater than that of

the former house which was rejected, and all the sheep were

in the midst thereof." And he speaketh concerning the believers

:

"These sheep were all white, and their wool was abundant and

pure, and all those who were scattered and the wild beasts of

the desert, and the fowl of the heavens, were gathered together

into this house, for they were all chosen, and they returned to

his house." Salutation to enoch, who was caught up into

heaven.

I,
. XXVIII. T£r

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint clement became a martyr. This saint

was the son of a widow who was a behever whose name was

AKROSiA, and who hved in the city of kiras, in the days of

ARANius and lucius. Kings of the Galatians. And the boy

grew tip, and his mother taught him all the law and doctrine

[fol. 1406 3] of the Church. When his days were twelve years,

he fought a great fight with fasting, and many prayers, and he

devoted himself to the ascetic life. He ate nothing which had

been cooked by fire, and he never ate meat, but he lived on

the produce of the earth, like the Three Children. When he

was appointed deacon he increased in knowledge and wisdom,

and the grace of God was upon him. When the report of him

reached diocletian he had him brought to him, and he
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.•Z' w^ T ^y h'^ commandment and sacrifice to hi,

u^d h^^wfthTv"' T*^?^" *° '^'^ commands he ,0 !

stTnVh™ dtVe^tu'r^^^^^^ ""^^ ^-^ J^™

and He n„t th»
rorture, and He raised him up unharmed,

Wm fhe fo-V of r. °"'' *"'^"'"'- T^"^ was reckoned to

th^haxids oAh. ft
'''''" "martyrdoms which he suffered at

DIOCLETIAN who?T' 7^'^^ '^"* '''^''"' ^t *e hands ofuiocLETiAN, who tortured him to death a second tim<. wi,o„

R6m?rir "'^™' ^°' '^'"^^ ^^ -"* himTthe Empe^'of
STl'h? ^'*' *° ^™' ^^y^"S' "™s is a sorcerTXse
never seen IThr.HT'.

''^ ""^^ °^ ^^^^ sorcery 'l havenever seen And behold I have sent him to thee that ner^H

"trel™ wC^ """ "• '"''^' "" "«" '0 -S;lo our gods. When he came to the governor ni PAr..A ^.u
brought to him apparel of gold, but hf3d netherTakeS
Srtt r ''^^'.'^ *'^^'"- ^"^ *^^ governlfr witoth^Jh
hm s^; r f; oTthe""h"r ''?J ^"' *^^ ^^P^^ ^ortuTe

d

rrbs but rnH ^.^'T'^^^l' ^"d he beat him and cut off his

^s at first ThTrH T 7 "^°'' """^ ™'"J"^^d' «-" as he

tired'^ftrUSlr'l^rser ht'tot"
^'^ ^°^™ ^^^

City of N.om .1 and ^S^lL^ s^^^^tuYoJd ^S
a^ u-^^ut^^^^^^^^^^^ - --rt;£.-

~

= oT.;rJhi c^T^i^^^^^^^^^-f

H

the governor tortured him verv severelv K,ff i. . 1 ' ~

was uoon hfn, ^Xi '^ *'*"'' »"'' "« ?«« of God
mart^T™XThe tjT" '""^<' ''™ -"""y- Sixth

.oo/m™ the^/ttS. l"„d"<!rX«" „^"f fr
*'"''

y ^uia. Ana a certain beheving woman whose
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name was so phi A came and took his body, and prepared it

for burial and buried it. Salutation to clement.

And on this day also Saint Abba 'akaweh became a martyr.

This holy man came from the country of the fayyum, from a

city the name of which is bamay, and he fought a great fight m
the ascetic life. And Satan appeared unto him boldly, and the

saint seized him by the hair of his head, and punished him very

severely; and Satan adjured the saint, saying, "By the Passion

of Christ, release me." And the saint sent him away and he

disappeared in the form of smoke. Then the saint went to the

governor's house during the time of the persecution, and he

cried out boldly, [fol. 141^2] saying, ''I am a Christian," and

the governor tortured him severely, and after this he cut oft

his head with the sword; and the saint received the crown of

martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. And his body is

at the present day in the monastery of naklon, and many

signs and miracles appear through it. Salutation to Abba

'AKAWfeH.

And on this day eight hundred (sic) men of the company of

Saint 'AKAWEH became martyrs. Salutation to you, O ye

eight hundred martyrs.

Salutation to you, O ye company of men who pleased God,

from among whom sprang clement.

Salutation to Abraham, the servant of God, and isaac,

His friend, and israel, His beloved.

And on this day also died Saint Joseph, son of the Jew

mAHAwe. This [fol. 141^3] saint was an Israelite, and he

grew up in the Jewish Faith, and learned the Books of the Jews.

One day he saw the Christian children learning from a book,

and he asked his mother to let him join them, and she per-

mitted him to do so, and he learned all the Christian Books,

and the Faith of Christ entered his heart. One day he met a

young man who was a Christian, who loved him greatly and
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taught him the Christian Law at the time of the Eucharist

Sv r'thfV^'''^'"^^
'^^ ^°^y ^y^^^ries. And on the foUow

^

logeiner to Joseph, and they made with their annarpl thf>

Sthtt^ent'^r^^ ^"'
r'""^'

^"^ theyloTSr ad

SThkh. ^T ^°"'''' ^"^ ^'^^y appointed an archbishopand bishops from among their number. Then thev amusedthemselves, and celebrated the sacrament of the OffJrinTand

^d he r Tf.r''
^'' ""^ ^^^"^ '" the house of"rpriestand he taught them and they remained thus. When the fa herof JOSEPH heard of this he was filled with wrath, and he bound

Ind'c™: h m InTo t'h
'"'. w' ^"' '^ ^^^"^ ^^ ^"*« ^he ^aZana cast hmi mto the red-hot oven which was there and shutthe door upon him; but the angel of God extinguisSd "he fireand cooled [the oven]. And the mother of josTh mis ed her

do
'd .t

"'P*
'"f

'^"^"^^^ ^"^ ^^^ ^^^ -t knowThat S

ind he went wfth 7 ''''^'"' ""^ ^°^^ ^^ ^^^ i" ^^e oven,

"Weep ve no^ ol^ u 11"^'- /"^ J°'^^« ^^^^ ""^o them.

rArlF, ^. ' 9 ™y brethren, for I am alive by the help ffol14161] of our Lady mary, the mother of our Lord Te us

oveT" m T. ^'r'°
'^' "^^ ^" h- ^PP-^I in the red-ho

rwentSh ''•^r^ 'i^'''
'^^y *°^^ the archbishop, and

a^d ce^sTr a^d he ''
'°^

f ^T""
"' '''' ^°^P^'' ^^^ a'^^ross.ana censers and he came mto the oven, and made a nraverand brought out Joseph unscathed from the midst of the fir.

Sptrind'thrt- ht"b ^°l"«
^''^' itr^cLrS

baptism: rd :tn^hS£S^e ^^"fl^T^

vears 0IH Th T ^ ^™' "^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^t and twentyyears old, when he entered his cell. When he knew that his

tStZ7Vt^' ':"r ^"^^ ^'^ ^^"^^^ ^^ Saint oH^Ko;
Lad^^rp^v-

'^""^^ "P ^"^^^^ *^^ Pi^t^^e of our holy

for hin^ w^^^^^^^ T^\'''^ r^^^'^^ ^^^ ^^ --ke intercessionlor hmi with her Son. And she spake to him from out of the
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picture, saying, "Rejoice, O Joseph, on the third day, at

the third hour of the day, thou shalt die." Salutation to

JOSEPH.

And on this day also are commemorated tabela and her

three (four ?) sons.

And on this day also God blessed seven (sic) loaves, and a

few fish, [fol. 141 b 2] even as it is said in the Gospel [Matthew

xiv, 19].

XXIX. Ter

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Saint 'aksani (xenae), which is, being

interpreted, "stranger." This holy woman was the daughter of

rich and noble parents of the city of Rome, and she was their

only child. And she fought the spiritual fight from her youth

up, and she fasted and prayed frequently by day and by night,

and she went to a certain house of virgins in the city of Rome,

and devoted herself to them. What food the servants used to

bring her from her father's house she gave to the poor and

needy, and she ate the food which the virgins ate. And she was

always reading the histories of nuns, and she made many

petitions to God that He would made her a companion to them.

And her father betrothed her to a certain nobleman of the city

of Rome, and they arrayed her in glorious apparel, and adorned

her with jewels of gold and silver. And when the day of the

marriage-feast and the marriage arrived, she said unto her

mother, "O my mother, when ye have given me in marriage,

for some time I shall not be able to go to the nunnery. I wish to

go to visit them now, and to embrace and salute them, and I

will return quickly." And her mother said unto her, "Go, my
daughter, and tarry not." When her mother said [fol. 141 6 3]

this to her, 'aksani (xenae) took all her ornaments of gold

and silver, and her royal apparel, and with her two hand-
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maidens she departed and went to the sea, where she found aship which was saihng for the island of Cyprus, and she^t

J

her handmaidens embarked in the ship and arrived in the iskndof Cyprus. And she called herself 'aksAni (xenae), wlchlbemg mterpreted. "stranger." And she went to skint epiIPHANius, and told him all her business, and he sent her to thecity of Alexandria. And when she arrived there the AoostlePAUL appeared unto her in a dream and told her evefySgwhich she was to do, and called her by her name. And on Jffollowing day she visited Saint theophilus, the archbishoDand she shaved off the hair of her head, and he arr^ed herfnthe garb of the men. And she sold all she had with her bothher silver ornaments and her apparel, and she built a church in

ertainfthen"
'7'""" ^'^ P-^°--tyr. And she and

fi .K V f
P""<='P^^ ^''•g'ns and nuns all lived in that churchand this holy woman fought a great spiritual fight She atenothing which had been cooked with fire^xcept bLd. and sheate nothing else except herbs. She slept upon the bar; groundand had no mattress, and she lived in this way. and carried onher good fight, and the working of righteousness for a periSof more than eight years. Then she fell sick a little and died

sh"e wa"s b,: ^^ k' "ll'
'''^' ^^'' *^^ ^°^* H^g^' ---led thatshe was blessed by the grace of heaven in the following manner-

hght, and the brilliancy thereof exceeded that of the sun and

t^;fued"to1h? "T"''^ ''' ''"'' "^^ ^ <=^°-"' ^"d it'continned o shine m this wise until [fol. 142 a i] they had laid the

St^ared ThT ''^ ^""^ °' ^^^ '^^' ^^ then itdisappeared And the people who were there knew that thecross and the stars had appeared because of the holy womanAnd straigh way the two handmaidens told the archbishop andall the people about the strife of this saint, from the beginning

oTl Vt' ^7. ?' ""'' ^''*^' ""^ '^'^^ ^^e changed hernJTS
called herself 'aksAnI (xenae), and how she conjured thTmto conceal her and her secret, and how she always behave™towards them as their sister and not as their mistress. And Ihearchbishop and all the people marvelled at this, and they wrotean account of her strife from the beginning unto the end thereof
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And on this day also is commemorated siriacus (cyri-
Acus), the martyr and fighter.

And on this day also are commemorated the pure women of

Rome, and philemunmA, and juliana, and sarabamon,
and Abba gabra nazrawi of kawat, and the righteous

men of dabra dagi (degua me'elaa).

And on this day also is commemorated the festival of the

Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ by our Lady mary, the holy

Virgin.

And on this day also is commemorated Abba Stephen
FALAsi (the "stranger"?) of the desert of the fayyum. This

holy man was a fighter, and he sought after the manner of the

saints who were in the desert. One day whilst he was wandering
about in the desert, he found [fol. 142 a 2] a skull which had
been cast out, and this lay by itself, and it had no flesh on it.

When Saint Stephen saw it he asked God to make it to inform

him concerning the history of the man to whom it belonged,

and what kind of faith he had. And straightway there came
forth a voice from the skull, saying, "I was a merchant, but
did not travel to make money, I knew nothing about alms, and
I was satisfied with the multitude of possessions which I had.

One day as I was travelling on a journey to a far country I came
to a desert place wherein there was no water, and as the heat of

the place became very great the camels died, and the servants

fled, and I was left alone. On the third day mine eyes became
heavy, and I heard as it were a whistling sound, and my spirit

went forth from me, and took me into a place of punishment
to be rewarded according to my works. And I said unto the

judges 'grant me permission to tell you of my doings,' but they

would not listen to me. And now I pray that thou wilt pray
to God to have mercy upon me for thy sake.'* And the saint

prayed to God for him, and that he might not return to the

place of torment. And he heard a voice which said unto him,

"I have spared him for thy sake." When Abba Stephen
heard this he went into his cell weeping, and beating his breast.
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and he continued his fight until he died. [The text is faulty in
several places.] [fol. 142 a 3]

Salutation to Thy Birth, O Lamp of the Darkness.
Salutation to 'aksani (xenae) the stranger.

Salutation to Stephen, of the desert of the fayyum.
Salutation to siriacus (cyriacus) the fighter.

Salutation to you, ye white ears of wheat of dabradagi
(degua me'elaa).

Salutation to gabra nazrawi.

XXX. Ter

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day became martyrs the holy and blessed virgins

PiSTis, ELPis, 'agapis, and their mother sophia. This
blessed mother [fol. 142 h i] belonged to the people of the city

of Antioch, and was of noble family, and she brought forth
these three daughters and called them by the three above names,
the interpretations of which are, ''Faith, Hope, and Charity";
and the interpretation of the name of their mother is

*' Wisdom."
And when the maidens had grown a little, she took them to the
city of Rome, and taught them goodness, and piety, and the
fear of God, and the doctrine of the Church. And when the
report of her came to the Emperor of Rome, arianus, the
wicked, he commanded [the soldiers] to fetch them and to drag
them to hun by the hair of their heads ; and the soldiers did as
the emperor commanded. And their mother exhorted them,
and taught them, and urged them to endure patiently, and she
encouraged them in the Faith of Christ, and said unto them,
"Take good heed to yourselves, O my daughters, that your
hearts become not weary through considering the honour of
this fleetmg world, so that ye may not be far from the glory
which is everlasting. Endure, O my daughters, so that ye may
be with your Bridegroom Christ, and may enter with Him to
the heavenly marriage-feast." Now the days of pistis, the
eldest daughter, were twelve years, and the days of elpis were
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ten years, and the days of 'agA pis were nine years. And when
they had brought the maidens before the emperor, he com-
manded them to make pistis the eldest come near to him,
and he said unto her, ''Hearken unto me and I will give thee
in marriage to one of the nobles of my empire, and I will shew
thee much favour; worship apollo." And pistis reviled
him and cursed him. And he commanded the soldiers to beat
her with rods, and to cut off her breasts, and to boil pitch and
bitumen in a cauldron [fol. 1426 2] and to cast her into it; and
they did this to her. And she stood up praying in the cauldron,
and the fire never touched her, and the interior of the cauldron
became like the dew in the mouth of the morning. And the
people who were there marvelled, and many of them believed
on our Lord Jesus Christ, and the soldiers cut off their heads
as they praised God. Then the governor commanded them to
cut off the head of pistis with the sword, [and they did so,]
and she received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of
the heavens. And her mother took away her body. Then they
brought forward the second daughter whose name was elpis,
and the soldiers scourged her and beat her very severely, and
cast her into the boiling cauldron, but the heart of the flame
became like snow. Then the emperor commanded them to
take her out, and to cut off her head, and they did this to her,
and she received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of
the heavens; and her mother took away her body. And so phiA
was afraid for her youngest daughter lest she should become
terrified at the torture, and she encouraged her to endure. And
the governor commanded them to torture her on the wheel,
and they did so, and she cried out to our Lord Jesus Christ to
strengthen her and enable her to endure ; and God sent an angel,
and he smashed the wheel. And the emperor also commanded
them to cast her into a red-hot oven, and she made the sign of
the Cross over her face, and she threw herself into the oven,
and straightway it became as cool dew. And those who were
there saw two men in white apparel going about her, and they
marvelled exceedingly; and many of them believed on our
Lord Jesus Christ, and the soldiers cut off their heads and [fol.

142 b 3] they became martyrs. Then the governor commanded
B £ SII

36
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them to make iron rods red-hot in a furnace and to lav them

r^oth hf %^ ^*r
^thened her to endure and their dSnot touch her. Then he commanded them to cut off her headand they did so and she received the crown of martySominthe kmgdom of the heavens. And their mother took the bSiS

blotht^S T^^^'^f•

'"^ ""^^ '^^"^ ^^^^y f- burial, andbrought them to a place outside the city, and she sat kownand wept over them; and she besought them to ask God totake away her soul, and God received her petition and took itAnd certam believers came and made her ready for burial andthey took her body, and the bodies of her threJdaughterl' a^dbuned them. And as for the wicked emperor, God^sent ^ponh™ a disease, and his eyes protruded, and his flesh spht 0^
a^d BUS and

'PP^^^f
'
^"/ b'^ hands dropped off, amid blood

Ta E a f ^°™' ^^" f^'^"^ h™]' and all his body rottedand_he died an evil death, for God slew (?) him because of the

And on this day died Abba m!nAs, the forty-seventh Arch-bishop of the city of Alexandria. Great tribularion came upon

fiX ?.T ^T^i^' P'"^^ °f h'^ °ffi^-- H- finished a goodfight and he endured many tribulations, and he pleased God

m t^'T^I", f '^^' ''' "'"^ y-- -d diedTn peace.'
Ltol. 143a I] Salutation to mInAs.

f ^^

And on this day also Saint thecla, and the four virgins

a ce'rSn'sTn u.'"'
''""^ ""*^^- ^"^ ^''"^ ^^em thelS

reSrted fn /^
' ^ P"f'' ^*^°^^ """"^ ^^s p6lA, and onereported to the governor that he was a rich man and he commanded [the soldiers] to seize his riches. And p6 "a cameTo"the governor, and entreated him to restore to him his posses-sions, but he refused. And he brought the holy virrins to the

S^Jh:t"'"'' *'r '" "'^^^'^'P ^he sun,'^andrhen°the;

Sfrlad bJv'"'!.T^^'l!.°
'^"^ '^' P"^^*' "« thou wilteat a dead body, and dnnk blood, I will give back to thee thv

LTrdt^d^rb''.^'/'^ '' ^^^ '^^^^^^ commanded Mm!and he denied Chnst. And when pretexts for killing pOlAwere wanted by the governor he said unto him, "If thou ^it
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make the virgins deny their Faith I will give back to thee thy
possessions/' And pola talked to the virgins, and told them
what the governor said unto him, and they reviled polA,
saying, ''Thou son of Satan, thou enemy of righteousness!
seeing that thou art our teacher, how canst thou advise us to
deny Christ?'' When the governor heard their words he com-
manded the soldiers to beat them with whips, but they neither
made answer to the governor, nor did they fear his tortures.
And the governor spake again unto pola, saying, " If thou wilt
kill the virgins I will give back to thee thy possessions." When
POLA heard this, he worked up his courage and he went to kill
the virgins, for his heart was filled with love for gold, like that
of JUDAS ISCARIOT. And the virgins said unto'him, "O
wicked (?) shepherd, how canst thou destroy thy sheep because
of thy love of money? We have received from thy hand the
Body and Blood of Christ." And [fol. 143a 2] whilst they were
saying these words, he cut off their heads with the sword, after
the manner of a man who is killed in war. And the governor
saw the madness of pola, and he slew him with the sword
and he died, having lost his money and his Faith. Now the
names of the virgins were thecla, and maria, and martha
and her handmaiden, and 'abeya. Salutation to thecla
and to the four virgins who were with her.

And on this day also Saint irene became a martyr. The
father of this saint was Emperor of Rome, and his name was
MARCIANUS, and he worshipped idols; and her mother was a
Christian woman. And having begotten this holy woman her
parents built a tower for her, and they brought her there with
twelve virgins, who wore ornaments of gold and silver; and
they sent up with her ninety-seven idols for her to worship,
and they sealed the door upon her, and she remained inside
for seven years and seven months. One day when she lifted up
her eyes towards the east she saw a dove with an olive branch in
her mouth, and she threw the branch on the table; and the
saint lifted up her eyes again towards the west, and she saw a
raven with a serpent in his mouth, which he threw on the table

;

and she also saw a hawk with a crown in his mouth, which he

36-2
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threw on the table. And the vision being finished she marvelled.

And when her teacher, whom her father the emperor had given

her, came and she had related [fol. 143 « 3] to him the vision,

he said unto her, "The dove is the wisdom of Rome, and the

olive branch is the seal of baptism; and the hawk is a strong

king, and the crown is good works, and the raven is a weak
king; needs must that thou shalt suffer for the Name of Christ."

When the saint had grown up her father and mother went up
to her, and they talked with her concerning the matter of her

marriage; and Saint irene said unto them, ''Wait for me [to

answer] seven days.'' And then she prayed to God that He
would direct her into the way which was right. And the angel

of God came and said unto her, " Be strong, and of good courage,

and put on strength, for timothy, the apostle of paul, shall

come unto thee, and he shall baptize thee with Christian

baptism, and thou shalt become a martyr. And timothy
came, and, having rent the walls of the house, entered her

presence, and taught her all the commandments of the Gospel.

Then he brought water, and prayed over her, and baptized her
in the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit

;

and he departed from her. And having risen up Saint irene
smashed all the idols of her father. After seven days her father

and her mother came unto her and talked to her as before,

and Saint irene answered and said, "I have been called by
the heavenly King, Jesus Christ, and I have been baptized in

His Name," When her father heard his daughter's words he
was wroth, and he took her down from her upper room and
dragged her away, and her mother followed her, scattering

ashes upon her head as she went. And he commanded his

servants to bring four horses that were bound in chains, and to

tie her to them by the hair of her head. And one of the horses
shied because one of the chains cut him, and he cut off the
right hand of the emperor, [fol. 1436 i] who fell down and died.

And IRENE having risen up and prayed, lifted up the dead,
and she made his hand to be as it had been formerly. And when
the people saw this they and her father believed on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and three thousand souls were baptized by her
hands. When the Emperor decius heard of her he came into
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that city and seized Saint irene, and he commanded the

soldiers to hang her up by her hair, and they did so. Then he
commanded them to cast her into a deep pit filled with serpents

and scorpions; and by the power of God they all died. And he
also commanded them to saw her in halves with a saw, but the

saw broke and the wicked emperor died. And when the son of

the emperor heard this he attacked the city, and he seized

Saint IRENE, and he commanded the soldiers to drive sharp
nails through her hands and her feet, and to heap up a great

quantity of sand on her back, and to tie her to the tails of four

horses, in order to destroy her body; but they were unable to

vanquish her with all these tortures. As for that wicked man,
the angel of God killed him with a spear of fire. And Saint

IRENE healed the sick, and even raised the dead. And a fourth

emperor who heard about her, had her brought into his presence,

and he pressed her to offer to the gods; and when she refused to

do so he commanded them to cast her into the fire, and she

came out of the fire and cursed the emperor. And when he saw
the miracle he himself believed on Christ. And the King of

Persia came to the city, and he seized Saint irene, and drove
his spear into her with his own hands, and she died; and the

angel of God came and raised her up, and she came into the

city preaching in the Name of Christ. And after a few days
[fol. 14362] she was caught up into the Garden of Delight.

Salutation to irene.

And on this day also died Gregory the theologian.

And on this day also died Abba 'akresteros (Chris-
topher) the fighter. This saint lived in the desert of the

JORDAN, and one of the monks bowed before him and entreated

him, saying, "O my father 'akresteros (Christopher),
do me an act of grace, and describe to me all thy manner of life

and work so that I may profit thereby." And the old man said

unto him, ''O my son, when I became a monk I was a young
man, and I used to go by night to the sanctuary (or, church)

of Saint THEODOSiusto pray there. In it were eighteen steps,

and on each step I used to make one hundred prostrations
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until they blew the horn. Then straightway I would go into

the church, and finish my Rule with the brethren, and I con-

tinued to do this for ten years. One day after I had finished

my usual prayers, my mind was carried away captive, and I

saw two men in white raiment trimming the lamps ; one half of

them they left lighted and the other half they extinguished.

And I said unto them, 'What is this thing?' And these fathers

said unto me, [fol. 143 ft 3] 'The lamp of the man who loveth his

brother bumeth.' And I said unto them, 'Of which kind is

my lamp? ' And they said unto me, *Thou lovest thy brethren,

and we keep thy lamp alight.'" Then 'akresteros (Chris-
topher) went into the monastery of sinA by himself, and he

dwelt there for fifty years, the whole time fighting the spiritual

fight. And a voice came unto him, saying, ''Return to thy
monastery so that thou mayest be with thy fathers

"
; then he

returned to his monastery, and died in peace.

And on this day also are commemorated the righteous who
fled.

Salutation to 'akrest£r6s (Christopher).

Salutation to the many thousands of souls who looking on
at IRENE believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. [The Bodleian

MS. gives the number as 130,030.]

Here endeth that which is to be read during the month of

Ter in the peace of God, to Whom be glory for ever and ever.

Amen.

THE SIXTH MONTH—YAKATIT
(FEB. 6-MARCH 6)

[fol. 144a i] The first day of the blessed month Yakatit

containeth eleven hours, and then this period increaseth.

I. YakAtit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day took place the General Council of One Hundred

and Fifty holy fathers and bishops, who assembled in the city

of Constantinia, in the day of the Emperor theodosius the

Great. The assembling of them took place because of mace-
DON I us, Archbishop of the city of Constantinople, and his

denial [of the existence] of the Holy Spirit, for he said in the

wickedness of his heart, "The Holy Spirit is a created thing,

like all other created things." And another reason for the

assembling of the Council was basilius. Bishop of the city

of BENY A, who said, "The Father, and the Son, and the Holy

Spirit are One Person, and One Being "
; and another reason was

APOLLiNARius, the infidel, who said, "The only flesh which

the Son took was the flesh which appertaineth absolutely to

the animal, and which is without a rational and understanding

soul, and His Godhead was to Him instead of soul and heart

(understanding)." And these three having made this shameful

denial, the fathers gathered together to the emperor, and

asked him to convene a Council to consider the denial of these

three infidels, and he assented to their words. And straightway

he sent a letter to damA lis. Archbishop of the city of Rome,

and to ME LI TON, Archbishop of the city of Antioch, and to

CYRIL, Bishop of the city of Jerusalem, and he commanded

them to bring with them the bishops who were associated with

them in their countries. And these fathers, namely One Hun-

dred and Fifty bishops, came and their assembly took place in
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the city of Constantinia. Now the Archbishop of the city of

Rome did not come, but [fol. 144a 2] certain learned men came
in his stead, and they brought with them a letter written with
his own hand. The head and chief of this Council was timothy.
Archbishop of the city of Alexandria, and he called mace-
DONius, and commanded him to expound his unclean Faith.

And that infidel said, "The Holy Spirit is a created thing, like

all other created things/' And timothy answered him and
said, ''With us the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, and is

uncreate, and we do not consider the life of God to be a created

thing; he who saith this hath no life in him. And thou sayest

that He is create. Now, it is better for thee to turn from this

shameful denial, before thou art punished in gahannum and
everlasting fire." But macedonius would neither hearken
nor repent, and timothy anathematized him and excom-
municated him, and he cut him off from his office, and drove
him forth. Then timothy said unto basilius, ''Declare

thy opinion, O evil and unclean man!" And he said, "The
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit are One Person, and
One Being." And Abba timothy answered and said unto him,
"If it be that the Three Holy Ones are One Being, as thou
sayest in thy madness, behold the mention of the Three is

destroyed, and thy Christian baptism is destroyed, for thou
vv^ast baptized in the Name of the Father and the Son and the

Holy Spirit, and thou hast denied the Holy Three, as thou
sayest in thy madness. Did the Holy Three become incarnate,

and suffer and die? Are the words which are in the Holy Gospel
to have no effect which say. The Son stood in the Jordan, and
the Spirit descended upon Him overshadowing Him, and the

Father cried out from heaven, saying, This is My Son, Whom I

love, hear ye Him? It is best for thee to repent of thy [fol.

144 fl 3] evil denial, arius denieth the Son, and macedonius
denieth the Holy Spirit, and thou art a partner with them, for

thou deniest both the Son and the Holy Spirit
. '

' But sa b e l i u s

(sic) would not repent, neither would he hearken unto him, and
timothy anathematized him and excommunicated him, and
cut him off [from his office], and drove him forth. Then tim-
othy said unto apollinarius, "Expound thy evil and
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shameful opinion." And he said in his madness, "The only

flesh which the Son took was the flesh which appertameth

absolutely to the animal, and which is without a rational and

understanding soul, and [His Godhead] was to Him in the place

of a heart and soul [understanding]." And timothy answered

and said unto him, "God the Word took flesh of our nature

and He became one with us, so that He might deliver us; and

if it be that the only flesh He took was that which appertameth

absolutely to the animal, and is without a rational and under-

standing soul, then it foUoweth that He cannot save the children

of men, but only animals, according to what thou sayest m
thy madness. For the children of men shall not rise up m the

day of the resurrection, except as rational and understandmg

souls, and with them shall rise their bodies, according to their

deeds, whether it be for punishment, or whether it be for joy.

And, according to thy madness, shall the operation of His

wisdom, and His Incarnation, be destroyed? And how did He

say concerning Himself, that He was not one with a rational

and understanding soul? It is better for thee to repent of this

evil counsel, and this polluted infidelity." But apollinarius

would not turn, and he would not hearken, and timothy

anathematized him and excommunicated him, and cut him off

[from his office], with these three (sic) others. And he excom-

municated these three infidels by the mouths of all the One

Hundred and Fifty holy bishops [fol. 144 ^ i] of the Council,

and he excommunicated those who followed them, and those

who believed their words. And then they added to the prayer

of the Faith the words, " We believe in the Holy Spirit," on to the

end. Now the Three Hundred and Eighteen fathers had drawn

up [the prayer of the Faith] without [these words], as far as

the place where it saith, "And there is no end to His kingdom."

And at the place where they made the prayer of the Faith to

end these One Hundred and Fifty fathers added the words

"And there is no end to His kingdom." Then they drew up at

this General Council a Canon, and subscribed it with their

hands, and to this day all Christian peoples observe their Law.

Now the assembling of these One Hundred and Fifty fathers

and bishops took place in the five thousand eight hundred and
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eighty-second year since the creation of the world. Salutation
to the General Council of Constantinia.

And on this day also is celebrated the festival of the conse-
cration of the church which was built in the name of Saint
PETER, the archbishop, who excommunicated arius. Now he
became a martyr in the city of Alexandria, at the end of the
reign of Diocletian, the infidel. When constantine
began to reign he destroyed the houses of idols, and built
churches, and the believers built a church to the west of the
city of Alexandria in the name of Saint peter; and it was
consecrated as it were this day; and many signs and miracles
took place therein. And the church existed until the Muslims
ruled in the land of Egypt. After they had ruled for many days,
the church of the west [of the city] became well known, and
then [fol. 1446 2] it was pulled down and laid in ruins; but the
church of the blessed peter, which is in the heavens, is strong,
and no injury shall ever come upon it. Salutation to the con-
secration of thy church, O peter.

And on this day also are commemorated the deaths of
'askenAfer and his wife.

II. Yakatit

IN the name of the father and the son
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Saint Abba longinus, abbot of the
monastery of zegag, which is outside the city of Alexandria.
This saint was a man of Cilicia where he became a monk, and
his teacher, who loved Christ, was a righteous monk, who fled
from the approbation of men. At that time the abbot of their
monastery died, and [the monks] wanted to appoint as abbot the
old man Abba lucianus, his teacher. And Abba lucianus
took his disciple longinus, and they went forth from Cilicia,

and came to a city of Syria, and they took up their abode in
[fol. 144b 3] a church. And our Lord Christ did not wish that
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their righteousness should be hidden, for a city which is set

upon a hill shall not be hidden ; and God wrought many signs

and wonders by their hands, and they received praise and

honour from men. And Saint longinus went forth from his

teacher, by his advice, and came to the country of Egypt, and

when he arrived at the monastery of z£gAg, the monks wel-

comed him with joy, and he dwelt in that monastery until its

abbot died. When the monks knew of the spiritual fight of the

saint, and his good qualities, and virtues, and righteousness,

they appointed him abbot of the monastery of zegAg. A few

days later his teacher, the monk Abba lucianus, arrived.

And they used to make roofs of boats (awnings?), and they

lived on the work of their hands; and they dwelt together,

single-heartedly, for many days, and God performed many

signs and miracles by their hands. And then Abba lucianus

died. Now the assembling of the Council of Chalcedon took

place in the days of marcianus, the infidel, and he sent

messengers into all the countries with the Book of the unclean

Faith which attributed to Christ two Natures. And three of

his envoys having come to the monastery of zegAg, and given

a copy of that Book to Abba longinus, they said unto

him, "The Emperor marcianus hath commanded that ye

shall believe what is written in this Book." And Saint lon-

ginus said, ''I can do nothing without the advice of the holy

fathers; come with me that we may take counsel [with them]."

And he brought the messengers of the emperor into the cave

wherein were the bodies of the holy old men, and he laid that

Book upon them, [fol. 145a i] and he said unto them, ''O my
fathers, say ye not that ye have lain down in death, and are at

peace. Behold, they have brought this Book wherein is written

the unclean Faith, which assigneth to Christ two Natures. Do

ye command me to subscribe thereto, and to believe its words,

or not? If ye do not tell me what I shall do, as God liveth, I

will cast out your bones from this place." And a voice came

forth from their bodies, and all the men heard it, saying, "For-

sake thou not the True Faith of our fathers the Apostles, and

of our fathers the Three Hundred and Eighteen; and follow

not the unclean Book, and remove it from our bodies." And
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when the envoys of the emperor heard these words they mar-
velled exceedingly, and fear and great trembling fell upon
them, and they did not return to the emperor, but they shaved

the hair of their heads, and became monks in that monastery;

and they lived there for many years and died there. And Saint

LONGINUS having finished his good fight, at a ripe old age,

and pleased God, died in peace, and received a crown of

martyrdom.

And on this day also died Abba pawli (paul) who was the

greatest of all the desert monks, and the equal of the angels

who keep vigil. This saint was a native of the city of Alexandria,

and his name was pawli (paul), and he had a brother whose

name was peter, and their father was a rich man. And
the multitude of his possessions, of gold, and silver, and costly

apparel, was countless, [fol. 145 « 2] And when their parents

died, and the days of their mourning for them were ended, the

two brothers began to divide their inheritance from their

father; and pawli 's (paul's) brother peter took the larger

share, and assigned to pawli (paul) the lesser share. And
the heart of pawli (paul) was sad about this, and he said

unto his brother, "Why dost thou not give me my share of the

inheritance of my father?" And peter answered and said

unto him, "Thou art a young man, and will squander thy

money, and I will take care of it for thee until thou art grown
up." Thereupon pawli (paul) became wroth, and the two

brothers quarrelled together, and they went to the governor,

so that he might do justice to each. And as they were going

along, they met a dead man, and he was ready for the tomb, and
men were carrying him on a bier, and many men were following

him and making lamentation for him. And straightway Saint

PAWLI (paul) called to one of those who were following the

dead man, and said unto him, "Who is this that hath died this

day? " And the man said unto him, "He is a very well-known

man, my son. He who died this day was a rich man, and he

lived delicately, and possessed gold and silver, and behold, he

hath left all this, and he goeth naked to the grave, in a sea of

sins, by the road on which he shall never return. And now, O
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my son, it is meet for us to fight for the salvation of our souls,

for we know not when we shall die. But, blessed is the man who

hath dominion and money in this world ! And let him abandon

riches if he would receive great honour in the heavenly Jeru-

salem, the city of all the saints." When Abba pawli (paul)

heard these words he cried out in his heart, saying, "What

have I to do with the possessions of this fleeting world, which

after a few days I must leave, and depart naked?" Then he

turned to his brother, and said unto him, "Let us go back

together to our [fol. 145 a 3] house, for from this time onward I

will never speak again about money." Then he fled from his

brother, and went outside the city, and he went into a grave

and sat down inside it, and for three days and three nights he

prayed and entreated God to guide him into the [right] way.

And his brother passed many days in going round about

through all the villages seeking for him, but he found him not

;

and he sorrowed for him with a very great sorrow. And whilst

Saint PAWLI (paul) was sitting in that tomb for three days,

he did not remember food and drink, and fear and terror did

not assail him, for the might of God overshadowed him. And

on the fourth day God sent His angel to him, and he caught

him up from the grave, and carried him into the Inner Desert,

towards the east, and he set him down in that place by the

side of a well of water ; and then the angel embraced him, and

went up into [heaven]. And Saint Abba pawli (paul) found

a cave wherein wild beasts lived, and he entered therein. And

he made himself garments of palm fibre, and put them on, and

he prayed, saying, "O my Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living

God, keep me, and deliver me from the hand of the Enemy,

who is merciless. And let Thy mercy come upon me, and

strengthen Thou me, so that I may finish my fight, through

Thy good pleasure, O King of all the generations of men, for

to Thee belong power and glory for ever." And he lived in

that cave for eighty years, and he never saw a man. And his

apparel was [made of] cloth made of palm fibre. And God used

to send unto him daily at eventide, a raven, which had with

him half a loaf of bread, and he would give it to pawli (paul).

And when God wished to make manifest the holiness and
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righteousness of pawli (paul), [fol. 1456 i] He sent an angel

to the great father Abba Anthony, who thought in his heart

that he was the first who dwelt in the desert. And the angel

came to Abba Anthony and said unto him, ''In the Inner

Desert, distant from thee two days' journey, there is a man for

whose feet the men of the world are not meet to be a footstool.

Through his prayer the world is kept in a right course, and the

earth giveth its fruit. Through him the dew falleth on the earth,

and the sun riseth upon all the sinners of the earth, and because

of his goodness God beareth all the creation of the children of

men.'' And when Abba anthony heard these words he rose up,

andwent into the Inner Desert, believing that Godwas with him,

and that He would make straight his road. And he found the

footprints of a man, and the footprints of many wild beasts,

and sheep, and cattle, about the footprints of the man, [and

he followed them] till he arrived at his cave; and he heard the

holy man singing in his cave. And Abba Anthony took up
a stone, and knocked at the door of the cave therewith. And
when Saint pawli (paul) heard him knocking, he thought

that it was some work of Satan, and he took up a large stone,

and set it against the end of the bolt which fastened the door of

his cave. When Anthony heard [this] he cried out, and said,

"I have sought and it was given unto me to find, I have asked

and I have received, I have knocked and it hath been opened

to me." And straightway Abba pawli (paul) opened the

door to him, and brought him in, and each embraced the other

with a spiritual embrace, and they prayed together and sat

down. And anthony said unto him, "What is thy name, O
my father?" And the blessed old man Abba pawl! (paul)

answered, and said unto him, " If thou dost not know my name,

why hast thou [fol. 1456 2] journeyed [to] this place? " And at

that moment God opened the heart of Anthony, and he said

unto him, ''Blessed am I that I was held worthy to see the

second pawli (paul)." And whilst they were talking together

about the greatness of God, behold a raven came at eventide,

and dropped down to the saint a whole bread cake. And Abba
PAWLI (paul) said unto Abba Anthony, "Now do I know
that thou art a man of God. Behold, I have been living in this

•I
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desert until to-day eighty years, and each day God hath sent
unto me half a bread-cake, and behold to-day He hath sent thy
food." And after this they rose up together, and prayed until

the star in the west appeared, when they sat down and ate.

And after they had eaten they rose up and prayed and glorified

God until the dawn broke. And when they saw the light of the
dawn and that the sun had risen, they embraced each other.

And ANTHONY said unto pawli (paul), "O my father,

where hast thou received the Holy Mysteries during all the
days wherein thou hast been living in this desert? " And Saint
Abba PAWLI (PAUL) answered and said unto him, "God sent
to me His angel, and he administered to me the Holy Mysteries
each day preceding the Sabbath, and on the First Day of the
week, and then he went up to heaven ; and he worketh for me
each day." And Anthony said unto him, "I want thee to
inform me about the garb of the monks—will it increase on
earth, or not? " And the blessed man smiled, and uttered a cry
of grief. And Anthony said unto him, "When I see thee
smiling, I smile also, and rejoice thereat; but when thou
utterest a cry of grief I feel sad." And Saint pawli (paul)
answered and said unto him, "These mountains and deserts
[fol. 1456 3] shall become like the habitations of doves, and God
shall gather together into them His chosen ones from among all

the monks; and this name of 'chosen one' shall change, and
their name shall be 'monks.' And they shall rejoice many days,
and God shall remove them before [the coming of] wrath.
After them there shall rise up a generation of men who will

neither hear nor submit to their teachers, and who will not
keep vigil at night for their soul's sake. Then shall God be
wroth with the mountains and deserts, and He will despoil
them of the wicked folk who have neither heart nor Law; and
the mountains and the deserts shall be waste for many days.
But the memorial of the saints shall not perish. And God shall

pour compassion into the hearts of other men, and they shall

go to the mountains and deserts, and dwell in them, [and they
shall be inhabited] a second time. And Satan shall go into the
mountains (or, monasteries), and cause war in their midst,
and they shall cast aside the garb of the monk, and shall go

1

i
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dowTi into the world, for they shall not find the strength of the

love of God, and they shall not endure therein ; for it is written,
'By patience ye shall make yourselves to possess your souls

'

(Isaiah xxx, 15)/' And Anthony said unto him, ''Blessed be

the day, O my father, wherein I was held worthy to see thy face,

O blessed Abba pawl! (paul)/' And Saint Abba pawl!
(paul) said unto him, "Rise up now and depart to thy habita-

tion, and bring with thee the garment which constantine
gave unto athanasius, the archbishop, and which Abba
ATHANASius put upon thee, so that thou mayest bury my
body therein/' And anthony [fol. 146a i] marvelled at his

words and his mention of the garment of the archbishop, and

he believed all the prophecies which he had prophesied to him.

And Saint Abba pawl! (paul) said unto him, "Make haste,

and stand not, for the time of my going forth is nigh, as unto

all men/' When anthony heard this he was greatly frightened,

and he wept; and he went out from him, and journeyed for two

days and two nights, until he came to his abode. And he took

the garment and went back, and as he was on the road he saw

Abba BULA (PAWLi) (paul) and the company of the angels

singing praises in the air, and they said, "Glory be to God/'

And they said also, "Peace be unto thee, O thou chosen one

of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, thou blessed father, Abba pawli
(sic) (paul), thou man of God; the angels rejoice with thee,

for thou shalt rejoice in the kingdom of the heavens. Darkness

hath left thee and they shall take thee to the country of light

;

sorrow hath left thee, and they shall take thee to the joy which

is for ever. Blessed art thou in thy generation, O thou pawl!
(paul), the desert monk, thou man of God, thou pawli
(paul), the desert monk." And when they had said these

words of praise they disappeared. And the blessed anthony
said, "This is the soul of my father Abba pawl! (paul) which

they are taking up to heaven." Then anthony entered the

cave, and he found Saint Abba pawl! (paul) kneeling on his

knees with his face [to the ground], and his hands were spread

out like a cross. And he took him up and he seemed to be alive,

and he covered him over, and wept over him, saying, "Re-

member me, O my father, in the habitations of heaven wherein
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thou wilt dwell." Then [fol. 146a 2] Saint anthony took him,
and wrapped his body up in that garment, and he took the
Book and fulfilled over him the Canon of the Law of the Church,
and he prayed over him three times, and read over him the
Four Gospels. And he took up his garment made of the hair of

a mule, and he wondered what he should do with it, for he had
no digging tool with him. And straightway there came unto
him two lions, and they bowed low before the body of Saint
PAWLi (paul), and they saluted him. And Abba anthony
was dismayed and was afraid when he saw the lions, and the
lions bent their heads to anthony, as if they were asking him
a question, and they licked his feet as if they had known him
before, and they made signs to him as if they would say unto
him, "Where shall we dig a grave for him?" And Abba an-
thony understood their signs, and he measured out for them
a space as long as the body of pawl! (paul), and he shewed
them how deep the pit was to be, and the two lions dug, one
towards the head and the other towards the feet, for a space
of four cubits. And anthony made a sign to them and said

unto them, "This is enough for you"; and the lions came up
out of the grave, and they crouched before Abba anthony as
if they would say, "Forgive us, and remember us, and bless us."
And he blessed them, and they went away from him, and Saint
ANTHONY wrapped up the body of Saint Abba pawl! (paul)
and buried him. And after this he took the head-cloth, and the
pallet, of Abba pawli (paul), and his garment made of

mule's hair, like a son who inheriteth the possessions of his

father. And he set a mark on the place where his grave was,
and he journeyed on foot and departed from the east until he
arrived at the city of Alexandria, facing the west. And he went
into the presence of Abba athanasius the archbishop, and
he told him what had happened to Saint Abba pawli (paul).
And when the archbishop heard the story [fol. 146 a 3] of the
saint he rejoiced and took the garment of the blessed Abba
PAWLI (paul), and laid it up by him; and he wore it three

times a year, namely on the festival of the Epiphany, on the
festival of the Resurrection of the Redeemer, and on the festival

of the Great Ascension. And the archbishop sent priests, and
B E SII 37
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deacons, and men, with Abba Anthony, and carts with them

to fetch the body of Saint Abba pawl! (paul). And they

went round about in the mountains for many days without

finding the grave of the saint, for it was hidden from them [by

the sand]. And Saint Abba pawl! (paul) appeared unto the

Archbishop Abba athanasius, and said unto him, '*Send a

messenger to bring back the men, and let them not labour [in

vain], for God doth not wish any man to see me until the

appearance of the Lord Christ"; and the archbishop sent a

messenger and brought back the men. And one day God willed

to make manifest the glory of the Abba pawli's (paul^s)

cloak of mule's hair. And at that time a certain young man of

the city of Alexandria, who was a Christian, died. " Now believe

me, O Christian folk, I, your father athanasius, took this

garment of mule's hair which belonged to the blessed Abba

PAWLi (paul), and laid it upon the dead man, and he rose up

straightway. I, athanasius, who have been appointed chief

in the Church, saw this with my own eyes. And I, Isidore

the bishop, was a witness of this thing. And I, Anthony, who

was first appointed a priest by the hand of Abba athanasius,

am a witness of this thing, and I have subscribed this statement."

And two [fol. 1466 i] or three other men testified that this was

true. And the story of this miracle was noised about throughout

all the countries of Egypt, and in the city of Alexandria, and

all men marvelled, and glorified God, Who worketh miracles by

His saints. Salutation to Abba pawl! (paul).

And on this day thomas made manifest a miracle when he

went forth to preach where our Lord commanded him to go.

And when he drew nigh thereto, and had come within two

stadia of the city, he turned aside from the road and saw by

chance a dead young man, and his appearance was very goodly.

And the apostle said, "My Lord, was it that I might experience

this trial that Thou didst bring me hither? But Thy Will be

done.'' And having said this he prayed much for the dead man,

and straightway there came forth from the side of a stone a

great serpent which lashed the ground with its tail, and cried

out with aloud voice, saying, ''What have I to do with thee, O
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apostle of Christ, thou hast come to annul my work?" And
the apostle said unto him, "Yea, speak." And the serpent said,

"There was a beautiful woman [who came] from the vineyard,

and I saw her and loved her. Then I found this young man
kissing her, and consorting with her on the day of the Sabbath;
but it is unnecessary for me to describe before thee all the

wickedness which he committed. I knew that he was an asso-

ciate of Christ, and therefore I killed him." And the Satan who
ruled over the serpent told the apostle all the evil which he
used to do to the children of men. Then the apostle anathe-

matized him in the Name of Jesus Christ, and commanded
him to withdraw the poison from the [dead] man. [fol. 1466 2]

And straightway the serpent blew himself out, and burst

asunder and died, and the young man leaped up and embraced
the feet of the apostle and recovered. And in this place the

apostle made the people to believe, and he built them a church.

Then the apostle went into the city with the young man whom
he had raised from the dead, and as they were standing and
talking to the people of that place, a young ass came and stood

before him, and he opened his mouth and said, "O associate of

Christ, and apostle of the Most High, who knoweth the things

which are hidden, thou companion of the Son of God, come
return thou to Him that sent thee, God. Get up, and mount
upon my back, and rest until thou enterest the city." And
when the apostle heard him he marvelled exceedingly, and he

praised God, and said unto the ass, ''To what race dost thou

belong that thou speaketh such deep mysteries?" And the ass

said unto him, ''I am a descendant of the offspring of the ass

which was in the service of Balaam, and the ass whereon thy

Lord and Teacher rode was descended from him, and was my
father. Now as for me, I have been sent to give thee rest and
for thee to mount upon"; and the apostle refused to mount
upon him. And when the ass had made many entreaties to

him, the apostle mounted upon him, and he came to the gates

of the city with many people following him; and he alighted

from the ass, and said unto him, " Depart, and take heed whither

thou departest," and straightway the ass fell down and died,

[fol. 14663] And those who saw this were dismayed, and they

37-2
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said unto the apostle, ''Make him to Hve and raise him up." And
the apostle said unto them, *' I could raise him up by the power of

my God, but it is better for him so'*; and he commanded them
to dig a hole in the ground, and to bury him, and then he gave

them the salutation of peace and departed from them. Salutation

to THOMAS.

III. Yakatit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father and ascetic, the blessed

JACOB, the monk. He rejected the world in his youth, and went

and lived in a cave for fifteen years, and he fought the fight,

with long fasting, and prayer, and vigil by night, and prostra-

tions without ceasing; and he never went out from his cell, or

entered a city, for a period of fifteen years, and he never looked

upon the face of a woman. And certain evil men who were

among the followers of Diabolus made a plan against him, and
they caused a certain harlot to go to the saint, and she went

into his cell to him, and she made lewd gestures before him, and
invited him to work sin with her. [fol. 147 a i] And the saint

warned her about the fire of gahannum, and the punishment

which is for ever, and through him she repented, and fought the

spiritual fight and pleased God. And after this Satan made a

plot against him, and he entered into the heart of a daughter of

a certain nobleman of the city, and he cast her down on the

ground, and rolled her over, and Satan put into the heart of

her father [the idea] that no one could heal her except jacob
the monk in the cell. And her father took her, and brought her

to the saint, and he asked him to heal her by his prayers; and
the saint prayed over her, and she was healed straightway, but

her father was afraid to take her away at once, saying that the

Satan might come back to her. And the father left her with the

saint, and her brother who was a little boy with her, and
departed. Then Satan took up war against the saint by night

and by day, and at length he made him to fall into sin with her.

And having fallen into sin with her he became afraid lest the
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sin should be made manifest, and that the people would kill

him because of it, and he killed the woman and her brother.

Thereupon Satan cast despair in his heart, and he went forth

from his cell to go into the world. And He Who desireth not

the death of a sinner had compassion upon him, and He sent a

righteous monk unto him, and the holy man found him on the

road as he was journeying along, and he welcomed him and

embraced him. When he saw that jacob was sad and sorry,

he asked him, saying, "What hath happened to thee? What

maketh thee sad?" And jacob told him everything which

had happened, how he had fallen through that maiden, and

how he had killed her and her brother. And that righteous

monk said unto him, "Fear not, be strong, and cut not off hope,

for God is compassionate and merciful"; and then [fol. 147a 2]

he laid upon him fasting, and prayer, and prostrations. And

JACOB went back and entered his cell, and shut himself in,

and he endured great toil and tribulation ; and he fasted fre-

quently and prayed, and kept vigil and made many prostrations.

And he always ate grass, and the herbs of the earth, and he

sorrowed in his heart, and was sad, and said, "Will God accept

'me and forgive me my sin?" And he continued to fight, and

repented deeply for forty years. And God willed to reveal to

him that He had accepted his repentance, and He brought a

great famine upon the city that year, and said unto the Bishop

of that city, "The famine will only pass away through the

prayer of jacob, the monk who is in a pit." And the bishop

rose up straightwav, and took with him the priests and people

of the city, and they came to Saint jacob, and asked him to

pray on their behalf, that God would have mercy upon them

and bring down rain. And he refused, saying, "I am a sinner

and a wrongdoer, and I have provoked God to wrath with my

sins"; and the bishop told him what God had said concerning

him. And straightway he submitted to the bishop, and he went

out with the people and he prayed, and wept, saying, "They

think that jacob is a man," and his prayer was with tears.

And he said unto God, "How can I shew my unclean face

before Thy holiness, O God? How can I lift up my face which

is blackened with much sin to the heaven of Thy holiness?"
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And he prayed a long time, and before he finished his prayer
much ram fell, and he knew that God [fol. 147 « 3] had accepted
his prayer and his repentance, and had forgiven him his sin.

And after this he doubled his fastings, and his prayers, and
vigils, and prostrations, and he admonished himself, saying,
"Fight and take care that thou dost not fall a second time/'
And he ended his days at a good old age, and he pleased God
and died in peace. Salutation to Jacob.

And on this day also took place the translation of the body
of Abba EPHRAiM, the Syrian. Salutation to the translation of
thy body, O ephraim.

And on this day also took place the death of Abba 'ebelo
(APOLLO ?), the chief of the anchorites, through whose virtues
flourished the fruit of the Faith. When athanasius. Arch-
bishop of Alexandria, returned, basil, Bishop of Caesarea,
came to him, and the two of them passed the night in the church
of 'ABUKiR. And as they were talking together about the saints
who were in the religious houses of Egypt, the father arch-
bishop said, ''Abba pachomius [is the greatest saint],'' and
BASIL said, ''Abba Anthony, and Abba amoni [are the
greatest saints]." And whilst they were talking thus, and
wishing to know rightly [who was the greatest saint], Abba
athanasius saw a vision on the fifth day of Yakatit, at
midnight, of a great tree, [the roots of] which reached as far as
the river, and the branches of which reached to heaven; and
many men sheltered themselves under the branches thereof;
and in the midst thereof was a Tabot (i.e. altar). And whilst
he was rendered silent by the vision, michael came down
from heaven, and said unto him, "Tell this vision to basil."
[fol. 1476 i] And BASIL saw even as athanasius saw, the
tree and the altar and the angels. And michael interpreted
the matter to them, saying, "The tree which ye saw is the
monastery of Abba 'eb£l6{apollo?), which is built on the
border of Egypt, and the branches thereof are the monks. And
the altar is the church which the angels visit, and it is the
similitude of peter because it destroyeth [evil] spirits. And a
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certain prefect of the city of Alexandria heard the story of

Abba 'EBELO (APOLLO ?), and he entreated the archbishop to

send him to him so that he might receive a blessmg from him.

And the father archbishop sent him with seven monks,^that is

to say, ISIDORE, and john the Less, and Abba besoy and

Abba AMONi, and victor, and agrinicus, and Abba

KALNAS. And Abba 'eb£l6 (apollo ?) rose up and went

and met them with joy, and the prefect who had come with

the brethren, who was one-eyed, embraced Abba ebelo

(APOLLO ?), and shewed [him] his eye, and cried out, saying,

" O bright star in the world

!

" Then the prefect said unto Abba

'ebelo (APOLLO ?), ''My wife laboureth with leprosy; she is

under thy garb (i.e. she is a nun), and may the grace which hath

found me find her." And Abba ^ebelo (apollo ?) said unto

her "Healing shall be to her!" and she found health. One

day Abba 'ebelo (apollo ?) stood up among the monks,

and said unto them, "Let each one of you be certam that our

Redeemer will come with His disciples to make us to know where

the site of the church is to be." And when it became daylight

[on the morrow], Jesus Christ came, and His disciples and His

angels were with Him, and He shewed them where to lay the

foundations of the building of the church. And Abba ebelo

(apollo ?) exhorted his sons to be perfect in every good work,

and to dwell in love; and whilst he was exhorting them his face

changed, and his whole body burned, and [fol. 147^2] hght

beamed forth from his face, as from that of an angel of God.

And when his sons were afraid he said unto them. Fear ye

not I am saying farewell unto you." And having said this his

soul was caught up, and a beautiful perfume spread itself

about, and straightway his eyes were opened, and he said,
'
O my

Lord Jesus Christ, help me, and receive my soul to Thee"; and

having said this he delivered up his soul into the hand of God.

And on this day also died zenon (or zenun), the worker

of wonders. This saint having gone into the sanctuary (z.^. the

temple) of Jerusalem to pray, came out and went to imahus

(EMMAUS ?), to a holy old man, and after they had saluted each

other they sat down and began to tell stories of the great deeds
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of God until the sixth (?) hour. And there was in that city a
certain behever, who used to visit the old man [and take him]
bread and water. One day when he was carrying his food to
him, one told him that his son was dead, and he took him and
wrapped him up in cloth and laid him in a coffer, on the top of
which he placed the old man's food; and his wife followed him.
When he came to the old man he found Abba zenon with hun,
and he set the coffer before them, and asked them to pray.
And they talked together, and one said, ''Do thou pray,'' and
the other said, ''Do thou pray"; and the old man made Abba
ZENON to pray. And he began his prayer thus: "O Lord,
Sustainer of the Universe, compassionate and merciful, these
are the things which Thy servants the poor offer unto Thee as
their first-fruits." And with the end of these words the dead
child rose up, and wept in the coffer. Then the father of the
child cast himself down at the feet of Abba zenun, and he
said unto him, "Forgive [fol. 14763] me, O my father, for

speaking unto thee, but this my son, who was dead, hath risen

up through thy prayer." And Abba zenun feared the adula-
tion of men, and he said unto him, "O my son, reveal this

thing to no man whatsoever until I die." And he fled from that
place without eating, and returned to his own habitation, and
after fighting many spiritual fights he died. Salutation tp
zenun.

IV. Yakatit

in the name of the father and the son
and the holy ghost, one god

On this day the holy apostle agabus became a martyr.
The Lord chose this disciple among the Seventy-two [fol.

148 a i] disciples whom He chose and sent forth to preach before
His Passion. And this man was filled with the Holy Spirit, the
Paraclete, for he was with the Twelve Apostles in the upper
room of Zion. And God gave him the gift of prophecy, even as
it saith concerning him in the Book of the Acts of the Apostles,
that he took the girdle of paul and bound his own feet there-
with, and said, "Thus saith the Holy Spirit: The Jews shall
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take the man who is the owner of this girdle, and shall bind him

thus in Jerusalem" (Acts xxi, 11); and this prophecy was

fulfilled. Then he preached with the Apostles the preaching of

the holy, and life-giving Gospel, and he went into many cities

preaching, and teaching, and pointing out the way of God;

and he converted many Jews and Greeks to the knowledge of

our Lord Jesus Christ, and he purified them with life-giving,

Christian baptism. And the Jews seized him in Jerusalem,

when he was alone, and they beat him severely and made him

suffer. Then they put a rope about his neck and dragged him

outside the city, and stoned him with stones until he delivered

up his soul. And straightway there descended upon him a light

which appeared to be like a pillar, and reached from his body

to heaven, and all the people were looking upon him. And God

opened the heart of a Jewish woman wherein there was no evil,

or enmity, or deceit, or jealousy, as [is usual] with the cursed

Jews, and she kept the Law of the Torah, and she said, "This

is a righteous man, [fol. 148 « 2] and for this reason light hath

descended upon him, and God hath magnified him." And she

cried out, saying, "I am a Christian, and I believe in the God

of this saint." And her also they stoned with stones, and she

died and was buried with the saint in one grave. Salutation

to AGABUS.

And on this day died Abba zacharias, whose works were

excellent, and whose spiritual fights were very great. When

the soul of this man was about to go forth from his body, Abba

MOSES said unto him, "What dost thou see?" And he said

unto him, "It is better for me that I keep silence." And when

his soul went forth Abba Isidore saw the heavens opened,

and [the angels] said, "Rejoice, O my son zacharias, for

behold the gates of the kingdom of heaven are opened unto

thee"; and thus he died. Salutation to zacharias.

/
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V. Yakat2t

[fol. 148^3] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father, Abba 'akrepinuCakre-
pos), the tenth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This
father was a God-fearing man, and he was holy and pure ; and
he was a priest in the city of Alexandria. And when father
CLAUDIAN, the archbishop who preceded him, died, the people
of the city of Alexandria chose this father and made him
archbishop. And having been set over the Church of God on
the throne of mark the evangelist, he followed a good course
of Hfe like the Apostles, and he preached and taught the Chris-
tian Faith, and the life-giving Law, and he watched the people
with his eyes, and shepherded his flock and helped them. He
took no trouble to become possessed of one silver dirham, or
one dinar, and he only ate because he was hungry, and he
dressed only to protect his body against cold and heat. And he
read the Scriptures frequently to his people, and he taught
them, both great and small, and he kept vigil and prayed for
them all

; and he continued this strife for twelve years and he
pleased God and died in peace. Salutation to 'akrepinu
('akrepos), who succeeded claudian.

[fol. i486 i] And on this day also died the holy father Abba
BfesoY, who was called ''peter." This holy man came from
Upper Egypt, from the city of 'akmim (akhmim). In the
days of his early manhood he used to do works of abomina-
tion, and to eat and drink luxuriously. When God chose him
He brought upon him a severe illness, and he well-nigh died and
delivered up his spirit, and He shewed him the places of punish-
ment, and the great deep pits of hell, and he saw men clothed in
shining apparel, and in their hands they had the body of a man
which they tore into four pieces. And they said unto be soy,
"Thus will they do unto every man who stealeth the possessions
of men.'' WTien he heard this word he was sorrowful in his heart,
and he wept a bitter weeping, and his soul returned to his

\

J
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body, and he lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, ''O my
Lord and God, if Thou wilt heal me of this sickness, I will

repent of this my sin, and I will worship Thee with all my
heart, and from this time forward I will never look at a woman

again." And straightway God healed him of his sickness, and

he rose up and went to dabra banwayet, and the monks

counselled him, and they arrayed him in the garb of the monk.

And he fought a great fight with fasting, and prayer, and vigils

for many years, until his fame was heard of throughout Egypt

;

and he excelled among many saints, and he composed many

Homilies and Admonitions, and Teachings for the monks and

for the laity. And he fasted a month at a time, and neither ate

bread nor drank water; and continued to fight the fight in this

manner for a period of five and thirty years. And he used to

stand up all night in prayer. And the works of men were mani-

fest before him, whether righteous or [fol. 148b 2] sinners; and

after this he became a little sick and he died in peace. Saluta-

tion to BESOY who was called peter.

And on this day died the holy father nob, the owner of the

fan (?) of gold. Salutation to nob with his fan (?) of gold, the

driver away of wild beasts.

And on this day also died Abba 'eblo, who was like unto

an angel of God. And behold we have written his history in

the section for the twenty-fifth day of the month of Tekemt.

Salutation to Abba 'eblo.

And on this day also took place the translation of the bodies

of the nine and forty (or thirty-two) holy old men and fathers

who became martyrs in the desert of scete, in the monastery

of Abba MACARius. Salutation to the translation of the holy

bones to the cave which was built for them under the care of

BENYAMI.

AndonthisdayalsodiedSaint'ABULiDis(HiPPOLYTUS?),

Archbishop of the city of Rome. And behold his history is

written in the section for the sixth [fol. i486 3] day of this (sic)

month. Salutation to 'abulidis (hippolytus ?).
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And on this day also the holy father Abba 'ebelo the

shepherd, became [a martyr]. This saint was a shepherd of
sheep, and he gave himself to Satan in his youth. He used to
commit fornication, and steal, and commit murder, and there
was no kind of sin which he did not commit, for he committed
them all, up to the age of forty years, and performed every
kmd of work of Satan. One day whilst he was sitting in the
desert at mid-day, and wanting to cut the hair of his sheep
Satan cast a thought into his heart, and he said, "Behold, I
have sinned from my youth up until now. I have fulfilled
everything which Satan commanded me to do. I have left no
sin whatsoever in this world uncommitted. There is, however,
one sinful deed left me to do, for I want to rip open the belly
of a woman who is with child, so that I may see how the child
lieth in her womb." And as he was thinking this thought in
his heart, behold a woman who was with child, and was very
near her time for bringing forth her child, was walking in the
desert during the hot period of the day. When he saw her he
rose up straightway, and without mercy seized the hair of her
head, and threw her on the ground, and took a knife and ripped
up her belly, and saw how the child was lying in her womb,
[fol. 149 « I] And after this the child died, and his mother diedm great agony. And when the shepherd saw the great sin which
he had committed, he was exceedingly sorry, and he rent his
garments forthwith and cast dust upon his head, and he cried
out and wept bitterly and said, "Woe is me! for I have com-
mitted the great and unforgivable sin." And straightway he
left his flocks scattered about, and he took a rod in his hand,
and he walked about, weeping bitterly, until he came to the
desert of scete. And he did not mingle with the aged monks,
and he did not tell them what he had done, but he went into
the Inner Desert, a very long way from them, a distance of ten
stadia. He had no bread with him to eat, and he had no abode
wherein to dwell, but he ate with the beasts and he drank with
them. And he used to cry out by night and by day unceasingly,
saying, "I have sinned, I am a sinner, I have done evil. Forgive
me. Thou art God, the good Father, for there is no man without
sin; and God is not without mercy." And he continued to
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fight in this way for forty years, and his body became dried up

and black through the dew of heaven, and the heat of the

summer. And when he entered upon the fortieth year of his

abode in the desert, he heard a voice, saying, "Be strong and

of good courage, for behold thy sin is forgiven thee, and the

murder of the woman is forgiven thee; but the murder of the

child is not forgiven thee up to this present." And God in His

mercy said unto him so that he might not become apathetic,

and might not fall into sin a second time. And having heard

these words he increased his bitter weeping, and his fighting

[fol. 149^ 2] until that year was ended. And towards the end

of the fortieth year, when only three days remained from its

end, the angel of God appeared unto a desert monk who lived

far from him, in the desert, a distance of twelve stadia, and

who had dwelt there in the desert for seventy years without

seeing a man. And the angel of God said unto him, ''Get thee

outside thy desert, and thou shalt find an old man, and when

he hath confessed to thee everything which he hath done,

comfort him, and say unto him, 'Behold, all thy sin is forgiven

thee, and also the murder of the child; thy sin is forgiven thee.'"

And the desert monk rose up and departed, and he went to

the old man and talked to him, and they embraced each other,

and Abba 'ebelo wept unceasingly. And the desert monk

said unto him, "Tell me what thou hast done, and why thou

didst come hither"; and he told him everything which had

happened to him, and how he had ripped up the belly of the

woman. And the desert monk said unto him, "Fear not, for

thy sin is remitted to thee, and the murder of the woman and

her son is also remitted to thee." And the desert monk said

imto him, "Whence dost thou receive the Offering? " And the

shepherd said unto him, "O my holy father, as God liveth,

during the whole of the forty years which I have been living in

this desert I have seen no man save thyself." And the desert

monk said unto him, "O my beloved father, rejoice, for to-

morrow the angel of God shall come unto thee, and shall

administer the Offering unto thee, at dawn." And when the

morning of the day preceding the Sabbath had come there

arose the smell of a perfume which was exceedingly sweet, the
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like whereof had never been smelt before, and Abba '£b£l6
said unto the desert monk, "O my father, my soul craveth
to depart through fear." And when he had said this, he saw the
[fol. 149 « 3] angel of God standing by him in the form of a
monk, and his face was shining very brightly, and he sang a
psalm, saying, "I was afflicted and God delivered me. Return,
my soul, to thy rest; God hath helped thee. For He hath
dehvered my soul from death, and mine eyes from tears, and
my feet from slipping, as God was well-pleased in the country
of the living" (Psalm cxvi, 6 ff.). When Abba 'eb£l6 the
shepherd heard this, he fell down upon the ground, and was as
one dead through fear. Then the angel, in the form of a monk,
put forth his hand, and lifted him up, and the shepherd saw
that the angel in the form of a man was strong of heart, and he
received the Holy and Divine Mysteries which had come down
from heaven from the hand of the shining angel, with great
reverence, and with fear and trembling. And the angel of God
ascended into heaven. And when Abba '£bel6 had received
the Offering from the hand of the angel, his body became
white like snow, and he and the desert monk rejoiced, and
glorified God until the evening. And the shepherd Abba
'ebelo Y (sic) did not cease to pray as of old, saying, "I have
sinned seventy times seven; I have done evil, forgive me, for
Thou art God, and the Good Father; there is no man without
sin, and God is not without mercy." And they passed that day,
which was the First Day of the week, in glorifying God, and
they did so until night, and then an exceeding sweet smell of
a fragrant perfume made itself apparent, and it was stronger
than before. And the desert monk said unto Abba 'ebelo,
''O my brother, wash in a [fol. 1496 i] little water, for this is

the hour wherein thou wilt receive for my sake [the reward of
thy] toil. Rejoice, my brother, for thou shalt rest now"; and
straightway the angel of God administered unto them the koly
Mysteries; and Abba 'ebelo the shepherd died forthwith.
And the angels took up his soul and flew up with it into the
heights, and the desert monk wept for him, saying, ''What
shall I do? I am an old man, and I cannot carry thy body, and
I have nothmg wherewith to dig [a grave for thee]." And
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straightway two lions came and crouched by the body of Abba

'ebel6, and they made signs with their heads to the desert

monk, as much as to say unto him, "What shall we do? " And

he made a sign to them, and they dug a grave for him, and they

carried Abba 'Sbelo to it, and buried him as men would have

done ; and the desert monk blessed them, and they departed in

peace. And the desert monk was sorry, and he said, ''Father,

let me find someone to bury my body
!

" And a voice came unto

him, saying, "I will bury thy body. There are left only three

days before thou shalt have peace. Behold, I will send unto

thee three men; tell them all the story of the fight of Abba

'ebelo, the shepherd, so that they may tell it unto others, that

those who have fallen into sin must not despair of the mercy of

God." And on the following day three men came unto him,

and he told them the history of the fight of Abba 'ebelo,

the shepherd, and they marvelled exceedingly, and they wrote

down everything and they remained with him until the third

day. And then the desert monk prayed and delivered his soul

into the hand of God. And the two lions came and dug a grave

for him near that of Abba 'ebelo, and they buried him as if

they had been men, and then departed. And the three men

followed them until they brought them to the monastery of

Abba MACARius, of the desert [fol. 14962] of scete; and

they told the monks everything which had happened. And the

monks marvelled exceedingly and they wrote down the story

of the fight of Abba 'ebelo, the shepherd, and they used to

read it aloud each Sunday; now his death took place on the

fifth day of Yakatit. Salutation to Abba 'ebeloy {sic), whom

Satan tripped up. Salutation to Abba 'ebelo, the teacher of

the Law.

And on this day also took place the deaths of banwa, and

bula, and 'AMONi and 'esia, the father and mother of Abba
• ^ ^ ^
ebelo.
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VI. Yakatit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

And on this day they raised up the body of the holy and
honourable 'abulidis (hippolytus ?), Archbishop of the
city of Rome, the teacher of all the ends of the world. This
saint was a nobleman by birth, and a perfect, and learned man,
and God chose him to be Archbishop of the city of Rome, after
Abba EUCHEius (?), in the first year of the archiepiscopate
of CLAUDiAN, in the city of [fol. 14963] Alexandria. And
this father used to teach his people and protect them against
the opinions of the pagans, and strengthen them in the Faith
of God. And the fame of him was heard of by the Emperor
CLAUDIUS, the infidel, and he seized Saint 'abulidis (hip-
polytus ?) and beat him very severely. When he was weary
of torturing hun, he tied a heavy stone to his feet, and cast

\

him into the Red Sea on the fifth day of Yakatit. And on the
following day, that is to say the sixth day of Yakatit, as it

were to-day, the body of the saint was found floating on the
water, and there was a ^tone on his feet. And one of the be-
lievers took it up out of the water, and brought it into the house,
and he wrapped it up in wrappings of great price; and this
story was noised abroad in all the city of Rome and the district
round about it. And the emperor sought to burn the body in
the fire, but the man with whom it was hid did not reveal
it. And this saint composed many homilies, some on the True
Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, and some on the Incarnation
of the Son of God in the nature of man, and some of them dealt
with Doctrine (or Dogma), and some contained Admonitions to
do the good pleasure of God. And he drew up eight and thirty
Canons on the Law of the Church, and these are to be found in
our own churches, and in all the churches of all Christian
peoples. Salutation to the bringing up of the body of Abba
'abulidis (hippolytus ?) from out of the sea.

[fol. 150a i] And on this day also became martyrs the fol-

m
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lowing saints: 'abukir, and John, and three virgins, and

their mother, whose names were Theodora, which is, being

interpreted,

'

'

Gift of God,
'

' and theophana, which is, being in-

terpreted, ''Faith of God," and theodosia, which is, being

interpreted, "Praise of God," and athanasia, which is, being

interpreted, "Life which dieth not." And Saint 'abukir was

a monk, and he was devoted to God, and was a fighter from his

youth up, and john was a soldier in the Imperial Army, and

they were men of the city of Alexandria. And then they dwelt

in the city of Antioch and, together with their mother and the

virgins who were with them, they confessed our Lord Jesus

Christ before the Emperor diocletian, who asked them

whence they came. And they said unto him, "From the city

of Alexandria," and he commanded that they should be taken

thither. And when they came to the city of Alexandria, and

stood up before the governor, and confessed our Lord Jesus

Christ, he tortured them severely; and when he was tired of

torturing them, he commanded the soldiers to cut off their

heads with the sword. And Saint athanasia encouraged her

virgin daughters, and she urged them to endure, and she told

them that they were to become brides of Christ, the True

Emperor, and martyrs for His Name's sake. And Saint 'abu-

KiR likewise explained [this] to them, and reminded them of

the tribulation which fell upon the apostolic woman the c la.

And the soldiers brought the virgins to the swordsman, one

after the other, and their mother, and they became martyrs;

and afterwards 'abukir and john became martyrs, [fol.

150^2] Then the emperor commanded the soldiers to cast

their bodies to the wild beasts of the desert, and to the fowl of

the heavens, but there were certain believers there who took

away their bodies secretly, and they swathed them and laid

them in coffers until the days of persecution should be ended.

And at length a church was built for them, and the believers

laid their bodies in it, and very many signs and miracles took

place through them.

And on this day also died mary, the sinner, who anointed

our Lord with unguent. This blessed woman was first of all a

B £ S II 38
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sinner, and she acquired all her possessions by fornication, and
she used to decorate herself with divers dresses and ornaments
in order to lead young men astray. One day she put on her
ornamental apparel according to her wont, and she anointed
herself, and perfumed her body, and she looked at herself in a
mirror and she admired the ruddiness of her cheeks, and the
beauty of her eyes for a very long time, that is to say, for an
hour, as she was seated. And then a good thought came upon
her, and she remembered death, and the fleeting character of
the world. And she heard that our Lord Jesus Christ accepted
sinners, and that He would pardon her sins, and she took all

her money, and bought an alabastron of scented unguent. And
she went to Him whilst He was sitting at meat in the house of

SIMON, and she prostrated herself at His feet, and she anointed
Him with the unguent, and washed Him with her tears and dried
Him with the hair of her head. And when our Lord saw the
greatness of her love. He remitted her sins to her, and com-
manded [the disciples] to make mention of her when they
preached the Gospel. And from that time she ministered unto
Him with the holy women, [fol. 150a 3] Salutation to mary.

Vn. Yakatit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father Abba Alexander, the
forty-third Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This saint
was a monk in dabra bataron, which is, being interpreted,
''Monastery of the Fathers," and, by the Will of God, he was
appointed Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. He was
righteous, and pure, and was a learned man, but great tribula-
tion came during the days of his office. For the King of Egypt,
who was reigning at that time, appointed his son to rule over
the kingdom, and he plundered the monasteries of the monks
of the desert of scete. Here is an example of his excessive
infidelity and wickedness: He went into a monastery to the
south of ME SR (CAIRO), and saw a picture of our Lady mary;
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now it was decorated, and upon it was a dress of beautiful silk.

And he said, "What is this?" And the priest said unto him,

"This is a picture of our Lady mary, the mother of Christ."

And the king's son abused it, and spat in its face, and said,

"If I live I will destroy the Christians and blot them out";

and forthwith he reviled [fol. 1506 i] our Lord Christ. When

the night came he saw a most terrifying and horrible vision,

and in the morning he told his father, saying, "Last night

great tribulation and intense pain came upon me from the

Satans, and I saw a man sitting upon a great throne, and he was

exceedingly horrible, and frightful, and terrifying, and his face

shone brighter than the sun, and thousands of thousands [of

angels] were going round about him carrying weapons of war,

and I and thou were bound behind him. And I asked them

[saying], 'What is this?' And they said unto me, 'This is

Christ, the King of the Christians, Whom thou didst mock

yesterday.' And then one of those who were carrying weapons

of war came to me, and pierced my side with his spear, and

none took the spear out, and at length I died." When his

father heard this he was exceedingly sorry, and straightway

the young man fell ill, and his tongue became dumb, and he

died that night ; and after forty days his father died also, and

another king was appointed in his stead. And he afflicted the

Christians greatly, and he seized Abba Alexander and

tortured him until he asked the people for three thousand

dinars of gold, and gave them to him. And God blotted out

that king quickly, and after him was appointed another king,

who was worse than he. And he seized the captain of the troops

of this father, and demanded from him three thousand dinars

of gold, as before. And this father said imto him, "Some I

must beg for from the believers, and some I must borrow" ;
but

he would not accept these words from him. And the saint said

unto the king, "Wait until I can ask some other people"; and

he waited for him. [fol. 150 & 2] And this father went up into

Upper Egypt to beg. And there was a certain desert monk,

who was in charge of a monastery, and he had with him two

disciples, and the desert man commanded his disciples to clear

out a place in the monastery, and they found there five water-

38-2
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jars filled with gold; and the disciples stole one jar and hid it,

and they brought to the desert monk, their teacher, four water-

pots filled with gold, and the desert monk sent them to the

archbishop to help him. And when the two disciples of the

desert monk [had carried] them to the archbishop, they took

the water-pot of gold which they had stolen, and went into the

world, and they cast aside their monks' garb, and they acquired

with that gold menservants and maidservants, and cattle.

And the governor of that city commanded the soldiers to beat

them, and the two disciples confessed that they had found five

water-pots full of gold; and the governor sent the captain of his

soldiers to the king and he reported this matter to him. And
the king sent the captain of his troops, and he plundered the

house of the archbishop, and carried off all the sacred vessels

and furniture of the churches. And then he had this father

brought, and he bound him with fetters and put him in prison,

and treated him with contumely, and said unto him, "Bring

me the four water-pots which were full of gold [and contained]

thirty hundred dinars/' And the archbishop said unto him, "I

have no possessions whatsoever of this fleeting world,'' but

the king would not release him from prison until the archbishop

had sent to all the people, and they had brought to him thirty

hundred gold dinars and given them to him. And then God
blotted out this wicked king, and another king worse than he

was appointed in his place, and he compelled all the Christian

people to brand (?) on their hands, instead of the honourable

Cross, the name of the unclean and lying prophet, [Muhammad,]

that is [fol. 150 & 3] the mark of the beast, concerning which

JOHN the Evangelist and theologian prophesied (Revelation

xvi, 2). And that wicked king sent to all the cities, and com-

manded the people to do this, and he commanded the archbishop

to do this. And the archbishop entreated him with many
petitions to have mercy upon him, but he refused; and the arch-

bishop asked him to wait for three days. And the archbishop

prayed to God fervently, and with many entreaties, not to

cast him away from Him, and not to let him come into this

unclean affair; and God heard his prayer, and visited him with

a slight illness. And the archbishop asked the king to allow him
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to go to his house in the city of Alexandria, but he refused him,

and he thought that he was making an excuse to avoid the

branding of the hand. And after three days the angel of God

appeared unto the archbishop, and said unto him, "On the

second day (i.e. to-morrow) thou shalt die." And the arch-

bishop said unto his disciples, "Prepare a ship for me, for to-

morrow God will visit me"; and he died in peace. And they

carried his body in a ship, and buried it with the bodies of the

fathers, archbishops. In the days of this father the Melchites

of the country of Egypt had a holy archbishop whose name was

ANASTASius, and his people rose up against him, and acted

hostilely towards him, because of their love for the believmg

Jacobites. And he meditated on the matter and betook himself

to safety and he would not associate with his own people m
their enmity against the Jacobite believers. And he forsook

his people and came to this father Alexander, and he sub-

mitted to his authority. And this father honoured him greatly

and [fol. 151a I] asked him to occupy an episcopal throne, and

rule over the believers of his flock, and to let him dwell m a

monastery like a monk. And Abba anastasius^ was not

pleased with these words, and he said unto him, "If I had

wanted the archiepiscopate, behold I am already archbishop,

but I want to become thy disciple." And after many entreaties,

and much argument which took place between them, anas-

TA SI us was pleased to become a bishop; and this father made

him bishop over a certain district in Egypt, and he shepherded

well the flock over which he was placed. And as for Abba

ALEXANDER he sat upon the throne of mark the Evangelist

for four and twenty years and a half, and he pleased God and

died in peace. Salutation to Abba Alexander.

And on this day also died the holy father, Abba theodore,

the forty-fifth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This

saint was a monk in the monastery of the city of mareotis,

now the name of the city was tanbura, and he was the

disciple of a certain righteous and perfect old man, who saw

by the Holy Spirit that his disciple theodore would be [toi

151^2] appointed Archbishop of the city of Alexandria, and
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he told the people this. And this father was strictly devoted to
God, and he fought a great spiritual fight. He was a man of

goodly appearance, and he wore sackcloth made of hair next
his skin, and over that garments made of iron; and he was
perfect in his humility, and in his meekness. By the Will of

God, Who chose him, he was made Archbishop of the city of

Alexandria, and he protected the flock of Christ with a good
protection, and he taught them continually, and read to them
the Scriptures daily, and especially on Sundays and on the
festivals. And in all his days there was tranquillity and peace,

and the Church flourished, and there was no contention. This
father sat on the throne of Saint mark the Evangelist for

fourteen years and a half, and he fulfilled the duties of his office,

and died in peace. Salutation to Abba Theodore.

Salutation to the desert monk who during a period of seventy
years never saw the face of a man, and who comforted Abba
£beloy.

And on this day also took place the deaths of 'abrAken,
and 'abadir, and 'abarianus, and nebdalmas (or,

NEBELDAMAS).

VIII. Yakatit

[fol. 151^3] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day took place the coming of our Lord Christ into
the sanctuary (i.e. the temple). Forty days after His glorious
birth JOSEPH, the just man, who was the messenger of this

mystery, and Saint mar y. His mother, brought Him, that they
might fulfil the Law with which He, to Whom be glory ! had
commanded the people of Israel, and to offer up offerings as the
Law ordered. And this sime on, the priest, was a righteous
man, and he carried Him upon his shoulders and held Him up
in his hands. And when King ptolemy, who was called the
Conqueror," was reigning in the five thousand nine hundred

<(
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and fourth year of our father ADAM, and the Jewish people

were under his dominion, by the Will of God he sent to the city

of Jerusalem, and brought [to Alexandria] seventy-[two] learned

Jewish Rabbis, and he commanded them to translate the Books

of the Law from the Hebrew tongue into the Greek tongue.

And this took place by the Will of God so that the Law might

depart from the Jews, and come to the Christian people who

were to appear after many years. And then the king com-

manded his officers to separate them into pairs and to put each

pair in a separate place ; now they were seventy-two [in number],

and he lodged them in thirty-six tents. And he set men over them

to watch them, and to see that they did not meet each other, or

make an agreement about what they [fol. 151 & i] were going to

write, or change one word of the Law, for it is very well known

:hat the Jews are wicked men. And when this sime on, the just

man, had translated all the Books of the Law, he came to the

Book of ISAIAH the prophet, who saith, "Behold a virgin

shall conceive, and shall bear a son, and His name shall be called

Emmanuel" (Isaiah vii, 14). And he was afraid to write ''a

virgin shall conceive," and said, "The king will laugh at him

(i.e. the prophet), and will not accept his word." And he de-

termined to change the word of the Law as it was written, and

instead of writing the word "virgin" he wrote "young girl."

And then he had doubts within himself, and he said, "This is

impossible—for a virgin to conceive and to bring forth a son";

and whilst he was thinking upon the matter slumber overcame

him and he fell asleep. And the angel of God appeared unto

him, and said unto him, "O thou who doubtest this thing, thou

Shalt not taste death until thou hast seen the Christ, Who shall

be born of a virgin, and hast carried Him in thy hands." And

he lived after this three hundred years, until our Lord Jesus

Christ was born, and he brought Him into the sanctuary, as it

might be this day. And the eyes of simeon were blind, and

when he received our Lord Christ into his hands, his eyes were

opened, and he saw straightway. And the Holy Spirit spake

unto Him, saying, "This is He for Whom thou wast waiting."

And SIMEON blessed God, and said, "O Lord dismiss Thy

servant in peace, for I have remained bound in the life of this
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fleeting world for Thy sake. Behold, I have come and have

seen Thee; dismiss me that I may depart into everlasting life.

Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation which Thou hast prepared

before all Thy people, [fol. 151&2] Thou hast revealed the

light to the Gentiles, and glory to Thy people Israel" (Luke ii,

29). And then he said unto His mother mary, "This thy Son

is set for the falling and the rising of many of the children of

Israel," that is to say, ''For the falling of those who do not

believe in Him, and for the rising of those who do believe in

Him." And then he made known unto her that suffering and

separation would enter her heart at the time of His Passion,

and he said, "The spear of separation which shall be in thy

heart shall pass through it." And when he had finished what

the Law had commanded him, he died in peace. And hannah
the prophetess, the daughter of pen u el, whom the Holy

Gospel mentioneth, also prophesied concerning Him, and she

praised God, and told the orthodox among the children of

Israel that He was the Saviour Who should dehver them from

the works of Satan, and from the fetters of Sheol. Salutation

to Thy coming to Jerusalem and Thy reception by sime on,

and to HANNAH. Salutation to simeon who embraced our

Lord and kissed His hand.

[fol 151 & 3] And on this day also died hannah the pro-

phetess, the daughter of penuel. This woman was of the tribe

of ASHE R, and her days [for bearing] were passed, and she had

lived with her husband for seven years, and had been a virgin

for four and eighty winters ; and she never left the temple, and

she fasted and prayed all day and all night. And when they

brought the Lord Jesus into the sanctuary forty days after

He was bom, she stood up before Him, and gave thanks to

God, and she spake about Him to all those who waited for the

salvation of Jerusalem; and then she died at a good old age.

Salutation to hannah.

And on this day also died the lady 'ammata krestos, and

her two handmaidens. This holy woman was of the people of the

city of Constantinople, and she had a husband, who was in

^
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the Imperial Government, and he died in the days of his early

manhood, and left her a widow, when her days were twelve

years. And after a few days a certain man, who was one of the

emperor's nobles, wanted to take her by force, and she made

an excuse to him, saying, "I am sick with a severe sickness,

wait for me until I recover." And then she distributed all her

money among the [fol. 152 a i] poor and needy, and set free her

slaves, and taking two of her handmaidens with her, she went

forth by night, without knowing [whither to go]. And she went

into a rock, which was under a high hill, and dwelt there for

twelve years, and each day the birds brought regularly to her

various kinds of fruits. And then in the days^ of the Emperor

CONSTANTINE One of the historians saith, "I went towards

the East in order that I might bring a certain piece of work to

an end, and I arrived at a monastery, and the abbot and the

monks received me, and I saluted them, and we sat down.

And there were there all kinds of trees full of fruit, and I saw

birds carrying off branches with their fruit on them, and they

flew away with them quickly, and did not eat thereof; and

having seen this I marvelled, and I said unto the monks, ' What

is this thing? ' And they said unto me, 'They have been doing

this for eleven years, and we know not what becometh [of the

fruit].' And I said unto them, ' It seemeth to me that the birds

carry this fruit to the monks who are in the mountains.' And

as I was saying this a raven came, and taking a branch covered

with fruit flew away. And I followed it, together with the

abbot and the monks, so that we might know what the raven

did with the fruit, and when the bird alighted in a ravine it

dropped the branch and returned. And when we came to this

place we threw a stone, and we heard a voice, saying, ' If ye be

Christians do not kill us.' And we said unto them, 'Who are

ye? ' And they said unto us, ' If ye wish to see our faces throw

us down three garments, for we are naked.' And we threw

down garments to them, and we went down to them by means

of a very narrow mountain path, and when we came there

three women received us, and they bowed to us, and we bowed

to them. [fol. 152a 2] And one of them sat down, and the other

stood up before her. And the abbot said unto her, 'Whence
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art thou,^ O my mother, my lady, and how dost thou come to
be here?' And she told him all her story, from the beginning
even unto the end thereof. And the abbot said unto her, '

If
thou wishest we will fetch food from the monastery, and we
will partake of it with thee.' And she said unto him, *0 my
father, command [thy servants] to bring hither a priest with the
Offering, so that we may partake of the Holy Mysteries of Christ
the Vivifier; but since thou wilt have gone forth thou wilt not par-
take of the Offering with us.' And the abbot commanded his
servants to bring a priest with the Offering, and she and her hand-
maidens partook of the Holy Mysteries. And on the followingday
she prayed and delivered up her soul into the hand of God, and her
handmaidens died with her, one after the other. And the monks
wrapped them in cloths and buried them with psalms and
hymns." Salutation to the three women who bore the hard-
ships of the desert naked.

And on this day also died Abba elias of the desert of
SCETE, the great old man whose works were most excellent.
When the righteous Emperor theodosius sent to the desert
of SCETE a letter asking the monks to send to him an aged
monk of excellent works so that he might comfort him with his
words, they sent this holy man, [fol. 152 a 3] and they wrote a
letter by the hand of another monk, saying, ''Behold we have
sent unto thee a holy man who is called 'elias,' the counter-
part of ELIAS, the prophet." And when elias arrived, the
Emperor theodosius said unto the old man, "The monks
have sent to me a letter saying that thy spiritual strife re-
sembleth that of elias the prophet." And the old man said
unto him with humility and meekness, "O righteous emperor,
forgive me. Every man is known by his ability (or, natural
disposition). And as for the strife of elias, because of his
righteousness a raven used to bring him his food, whereas so
far as I am concerned, I have all the food which I require. If
I laid my bread out in the sun, a raven would come and carry
it off." When the emperor heard this he marvelled at the
savour of his words, and he said unto him, "Tell me, O my
father, why God did not give unto thee a son?" And the old
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man said, "Because the days will come when there shall arise

on the earth division in respect of the Faith. For this reason,

God hath not given unto me a son, so that he might never

mingle with those who doubt (or the 'dividers')." And the

emperor wished to give him money, but he would not take it

and he turned back to his abode, and it is said of him, that he did

not eat food until he returned to his cell; and he died m peace.

Salutation to elias [of so ete].

IX. YakAtit

[fol. I52&1] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father, the great one, Abba bar-

somA, the Syrian, the father of the monks of the country of

Syria. The parents of this saint were of the people of the city

of sAmisot (samosata). And a certain dweller in a cell

prophesied concerning him, and said unto his father before his

birth "Assuredly there shall go forth from thee a fruit of

flavour and excellence, and the memorial of him shall be heard

in all the country of Syria"; and he made him to know what

would happen to him. And having been born barsoma grew

up in the knowledge of God, and he fled from his parents, and

came to the River Euphrates; and there lived there a certam

righteous man, whose name was Abraham, and he took him

into the monastery through fear of his father. And Samt Abba

barsomA dwelt in a rock, and he fought a great fight there,

and his fame was noised abroad everywhere, and he had many

disciples. Now the water of the place where he lived was ex-

ceedingly bitter, and when he had prayed [over it] God changed

it and it became sweet. And God performed great signs and

wonders by his hands, and among them are the foUowmg: Once

he and his disciples were a long way from their cells, and when

the time of sunset drew nigh they were still far away from their

cells And he asked our Lord Jesus Christ, and He made the

sun to stand still until the saint arrived in his cell. And again

there was a city, the name of which was ra'Am, whereof the
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people were infidels, and by the Will of God the rain was with-
held, and no rain fell on them. And being in tribulation [fol.

15262] they came to Saint bar soma, and he admonished
them, and he made an agreement with them that if they would
believe in God, he would make an abundant rain to fall upon
them; and they said unto him, ''Yea, we will/' And he asked
our Lord Christ, and He rained on them, and they believed on
God. And there was also another city, the people whereof
were infidels, and he converted them all to the knowledge of
God, and he destroyed many houses of idols. And this saint
made for himself an abode, wherein he stood upright and never
sat down for four and fifty years, and when he was tired of
keeping vigil and toil he slumbered standing up, with a brass
vessel under his hand on which to lean; and he fasted seven
days at a time. And this saint lived in the days of Abba s iM E o N
OF THE PILLAR, and he wished to see him greatly, for he had
heard the report of his holiness and virtues from many men.
And this holy man came to Abba s im e o n, and each was blessed
by the other, and then he returned to his monastery. And he
preached in the city of Samaria, and when he wrought before
the people many signs and wonders, they believed. And he
went to the Emperor the o do si us, and strengthened him in
the True Faith, and the emperor gave him much money, but
he would accept nothing whatsoever from him. And the
emperor wrote an order that the saint was to have dominion
over all the bishops in the country of Antioch, and he gave him
the ring from his fingers. And when the General Council of
Two Hundred Bishops assembled in the city of Ephesus, on
account of nestorius, the "denier," and they anathematized
him, and cursed [fol. 152 h 3] him, and cut him off [from his
ofiice], this father was with them. And the emperor wrote to
him with his own hand, commanding that all the ofiicials who
were appointed in the country of Antioch were to be in sub-
mission to him; and barsoma wrote letters to all the cities,

and sealed them with the imperial seal, and commanded them
to do good works, and to hate evil men. And certain men
calumniated him to the emperor, and said unto him, "Behold,
Abba BARSOMA eateth well, and drinketh well, and weareth
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fine apparel"; and the emperor sent one of his messengers to

find out if what was reported of Abba barsoma was true. And

when the emperor's friend came to the saint, he did not find

that even the smallest particular of the evil things which they

had spoken about him was true. And then he brought him

before the emperor, who did not find that he had changed any

of his spiritual qualities, of which he had knowledge, and the

emperor paid him great honour, and he returned to his monas-

tery. And when the Emperor marcianus, the infidel, as-

' sembled the Council of Chalcedon, the councillors of the emperor

asked him to allow them to bring barsoma to them, now they

did not know that the grace of the Holy Spirit was upon him,

and that he might neither dispute with them, nor overcome

them in argument, nor put them to shame. And when the

unclean General Council, wherein they separated Christ, and

assigned to Him Two Natures, was ended, the blessed bar-

soma argued against them, and made their words of no effect,

and he anathematized them and excommunicated them. And

they wrote to the emperor and calumniated barsoma, and

he made him come, but he was not able to resist the grace of

the Holy Spirit which was upon him. And then Abba bar-

soma cursed the empress, and she departed; but she only

remained alive for a few days, and she died an evil death. And

the heretics [fol. 153 <3^ i] opposed him, and they wrote to all

the cities, urging the people not to submit to him ; but they did

not Hsten to them, and did not abandon the command and

doctrine (or, teaching) of the saint. And three hundred heretics

banded themselves together, having with them the heretical

bishops, and they lay in wait on the road to kill him ; and then

they sent a message to him telling him to come to them, so that

they might go to the church together. And when he had come,

and was journeying along the road with them, they cast stones

at him, and their stones flew back on their own heads ; and they

fled and departed from him, being ashamed. And then God,

wishing to take him out of the bondage of this world, sent unto

him an angel who said, "After two days thou shalt depart from

this world." And Saint Abba barsoma sent his disciple to

the cities which were round about him, and he comforted the
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believers; and as the disciple was going about he came to a
place wherein was the head of Saint john the Baptist, and he
saluted his holy head. And he wept, and he asked it about the
Emperor marcianus, and a voice came forth from the head of

Saint JOHN the Baptist, saying, ''Fear not, for he is dead;
BARSOMA complained of him to God." And Saint Abba
BAR soMA blessed his disciple, and he died in peace. And a
pillar of light appeared by the gates of his cell, and [it reached]
to heaven, and all the believers saw it from afar off, and they
came to the saint, and they found that he was dead. And they
were blessed by him, and they wept over him, and sorrowed
because [fol. I53a2] of their separation from their spiritual

father. And they prepared him for burial in a manner befitting

him, and with the singing of many psalms and hymns they laid

him in the grave. Salutation to barsoma, the ''son of fasting."

And on this day also Saint paul the Syrian became a martyr.
The parents of this holy man were Syrians, and they were
merchants, and lived in the city of Alexandria, wherein they
begot this saint; and then they lived in the city of 'esmunain.
When he was grown up, his parents died and left him much
money. When he heard that the heretic emperors tortured the

believing saints who believed on the Name of Christ, and killed

them, he gave all his money to the poor and needy, and then he
prayed, and asked our Lord Christ to direct him in the path
which would please Him. And God sent to him suriel. His
angel, and he told him about all the torture which should come
upon him for the sake of the Name of Christ. And he said unto
him, "Behold, God hath commanded me to be with thee, and
to strengthen thee; fear not." And he rose up and went to the
city of ANTiNOE, and confessed our Lord Jesus Christ before
the governor, who commanded the soldiers to strip him naked
and to beat him with whips, and they did so; [fol. 153 a 3] then
they thrust burning torches into his sides, but the fire did not
touch him. And the king offered to him much money, so that

he might deny Christ. And the blessed paul said unto him,
"When my parents died they left me sixteen (or, seventeen)

maklit of gold, but I rejected them and would not take them.
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because of [my] love for Christ; how then can I accept thy

money?" And the governor commanded them to make iron

rods red-hot, and to thrust them into his ears, and mouth, and

they did so; and God sent His angel suriel to him, and he

touched his body, and healed him. And they put upon his body

venomous serpents, but they would not touch him. And the

governor commanded them to cut out his tongue, and they cut

it out, and God healed him. And when the governor went to

the city of Alexandria, he took paul with him; and our Lord

Christ appeared to him in the ship and comforted him, and

strengthened him. And the saint had a friend whose name was

Abba 'ESI, and takla his sister, and our Lord Christ told him

that his body should be laid with their bodies, and his soul with

their souls ; now these saints were in prison in the city of Alex-

andria. And when Saint paul had come unto them, they

embraced each other, and their souls rejoiced at seeing him.

And when the governor returned to the city of an tin oe, they

cut off the head of Saint paul and threw it on the river bank,

and he received the crown of martyrdom. And certain believing

men took his body, and wrapped it up in costly cloths, and hid

it in [fol. 153 &i] their houses; and many signs and wonders

and many healings took place through it. Salutation to paul.

Salutation to the translation of thy body.

And on this day is celebrated the commemoration of peter

the martyr. [Omitted in the Bodleian MS.]

X. Yakatit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day the holy and blessed disciple, that is to say

apostle, JAMES, the son of alphaeus, became a martyr. This

blessed apostle after having preached the preaching of the blessed

Gospel in all the cities, returned to Jerusalem, and went into

the synagogue of the Jews. And he preached openly the Faith

of our Lord Jesus Christ, and revealed to them that He was the
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Son of God in truth; and that before the [fol. 1536 2] world was
He was with the Father; and that He is His Word, for He saith,

"In our own image and hkeness*'; and that He dwelleth in

heaven, above the Cherubim and Seraphim, who praise [God]

;

and that it is He Who existeth at His great right hand in heaven,

and that it was He who was carried in the womb of mary the

Virgin, and that He was God, Who became man. This was the

word of the apostle among those crowds, and he was unafraid.

One man became a witness of the birth of the Son of God, Who
was One in His Death, and in His Resurrection, and in His
Ascension into heaven. And thus he taught all the multitudes

the Faith of Christ. And when the multitude heard the word
of the apostle, they became very angry with the anger which
was of their father Satan, who was with them, and they were
wroth with the apostle of our Lord Jesus Christ. And they all

banded together against him, and the Jews seized him, and put

his blood on their own heads, and they took him and brought him
to the Emperor kalawdewos (claudius ?), the deputy of

the Emperor of Rome. And they calumniated this disciple to

him, and they told him, saying, ''This man hath preached to

us of another king besides caesar." And when the emperor
heard this he commanded the soldiers to stone the Apostle

JAMES, and they all made haste and stoned him and he died

in peace, and received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom
of the heavens. And certain believing men took his body, and
prepared it for burial, and they buried it by the sanctuary. Salu-

tation to JAMES the apostle and martyr [fol. 1536 3] of Christ.

And on this day also Saint Justus became a martyr. This

saint was the son of nomarius (numerianus), the Emperor
of Rome. And having gone to the war, and having married the

sister ofDiocLETiAN, the infidel, his wife made him king; and
when JUSTUS returned from the war, and found that Dio-
cletian had denied Christ, he sorrowed with a very great

sorrow because of it. And when the men of the city saw this,

they all gathered together to him, and they said unto him, "We
will kill DIOCLETIAN and thou shalt sit upon the throne of

the kingdom." But he did not wish this, and he persuaded them
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not to kill DIOCLETIAN for he had chosen a heavenly rather

than an earthly kingdom. And he drew nigh to the emperor,

and confessed our Lord Christ before him; and the emperor

said unto him, "My lord Justus, who hath forced thee to do

this against thy wish? " Now the emperor was very much afraid

of JUSTUS. And Saint Justus said unto him, "As my Lord

Jesus Christ liveth if thou dost not write the decree for my fight,

so that I may finish my martyrdom, I will make the people of

this city to rise up against thee, and expel thee from thy

kingdom." And Diocletian was afraid of him, and com-

manded the soldiers to take him to the country of Egypt,

together with theocleiaMs wife, and 'aboli his son. And

thus he sent them to the country of Egypt. And he com-

manded the governor of the city of Alexandria to persuade him

quietly, and not to cause him vexation of heart, for, he said,

peradventure his heart will turn, and [fol. 154a i] he will be

submissive to the emperor; and if his heart doth not turn,

separate him not from his wife and his son. And when Justus

arrived in the land of Egypt (now he had with him some of his

servants, and the emperor's letter), as soon as the governor of

the city of Alexandria saw him, he was greatly afraid of him.

And he began to persuade him, and he said unto him, ''My lord,

do not this thing, and do not disgrace thine honourable posi-

tion"; and Saint Justus said unto him, "Do not multiply

words." And the governor was afraid, and sent him to Upper

Egypt, to the city of antinoe, and his son 'aboli to the

city of BASTA, and theocleia his wife to the city of sA,

and he gave to each of them one of their servants to remain

with them until they finished their martyrdoms, and to care

for their bodies. And Saint Justus finished his fight nobly,

and they cut off his head with the sword in the city of antinoe,

and he received an incorruptible and everlasting crown in the

kingdom of the heavens. And many signs and miracles, and many

healings, took place through his body. Salutation to Justus.

And on this day also died the holy father, the man devoted

to God, the learned one, the fighter, the teacher of all the ends

of the world, Abba Isidore from the city of farm a. The

B £ S II 39
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parents of this saint were [fol. i54«2] nch -"^ noble pe^^^

and thev belonged to the honourable folk of mesr (caiRO).

Sd were kinsfolk of our holy fathers and archbishops Abba

^HEOPHiLUS and Abba cyril of the aty of Ale^^^fj^^^
J^^^^^

this saint was the only child of his parents, and they taught

him spiritual and material doctrine, and they taught him all

^Book of the Church, and he kept them with him and learned

them bv heart. And he also learned the philosophy of the

Ss Ind the knowledge of the stars of the heavens; and of

what ffoeth round all the ends of the world, and he excellea

manyfri^ knowledge and in philosophy; and he was devoted

to God and was a fighter, and vigilant, and lowly. And when

t he 'r'd thtt^the me'n of the cities had agreed together^and had

taken counsel with the bishops to take him and to make mm

IthbSop :! tl city of AJandria, he ^ed by
^^f^,1;^

to the city of FARMA, and became a monk there. Thence ne

deoartedto a small cell, and lived there alone for many years

a he composed many Homilies and Admonitions some of

which are addressed to kings and governors ;
and he tran^^^^^^^^

many books, [and] Books of the Church and the Old and the

New Testaments. Now the number of the Books and tne

SomiUes and the Admonitions, and the Questions which other

"a;ked him. and the Epistles which he composed^ and

despatched to the bishops and archbishops of many dioceses

is known- and the number is ten thousand, and the Epistles

and Mies and Admonitions are eifty hundred No^t^

Holy Spirit used to well up in his heart, and flow forth even a

do the rivers. And having finished this good work [^1. I54« 3]

andVowS a good cour^ of ^e with great spirjualhght^^^

he arrived at a good old age; and he pleased God and died m

peace. Salutation to Isidore.

And on this day also Saint FfeiSs (philip ?), Bishop of the

t , r.f TTAR^ (PERSIA) became a martyr. When the

SCwould n^t sfcrifice to the fire, and would not worship

tie sun the King of Persia tortured him ;
and when he was tired

of ting hii he cut off his head with a sword, and he

received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens.

I
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Salutation to felos (philip ?), the bishop, whom the King of

Persia killed with a hatchet.

And on this day also is celebrated the commemoration of

NicoLAUS, and simon, and sadalakos.

XL Yakatit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

And on this day the holy and honourable Abba belan-

TEYANOS (FABIAN?), Archbishop of the city of Rome, became

a martyr. This honoured and learned and wise saint and fighter

was appointed Archbishop of the city of Rome, and he sat

upon the throne of peter, [fol. 1546 i] the chief of the Apostles,

for twelve years in quietness and peace; and he taught the

people the beauty of piety, and he preached to them the Faith

of righteousness. And Claudius, the emperor and governor,

having risen up against the Emperor philip, and killed him,

and begun to reign in his stead, this infidel stirred up great

trials and many tribulations for the believers, and very many

people were martyred by him. And the seven children,

who are known to have slept in a cave for many years, fled

from him. He built in the city of Ephesus a great temple

wherein he established idols, and he killed all those who would

not worship them. And when he heard that this saint was

opposed to them, and that he taught the believers to obey him

he sent to the city of Rome, and had him brought to Ephesus,

and asked him to worship idols ; and the saint would not obey

him, but laughed at him and his idols, and cursed them. And

the governor was angry with him, and tortured him severely,

for the space of one year, and when he was tired of torturing

him he cut off his head with a sword, and the saint received a

crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. Salutation

to BELANTEYANOS (FABIAN ?).

And on this day also died Abba 'eulog (eulogius), the

writer and companion of Hons. [fol. 154 & 2] The parents of this

39-2
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saint were from the city of gasbIn (nesbin, i.e. nisibis),
and they were rich in gold and in silver, and they taught their

son all the Ordinances of the Church; after a few [days] they
died, and left him much money. One day Abba 'eulog
(eulogius) remembered the word of the Gospel which saith,

"Sell all thy goods and give [the price thereof] to the poor and
needy, and take up My Cross, and come, follow Me" (Matthew
xvi, 24). And straightway he gave away all his goods to the

poor, and departed to the monastery of 'awgin; and when
'awgin saw him, he received him with joy, for before 'eulog
(eulogius) came to him he saw a vision in which one said

unto him, "Behold a young man of goodly appearance will

come unto thee, receive him, and let him mix with the brethren

who minister unto thee"; and 'awgin continued to counsel

him for the space of three years. When he saw his holiness,

and his perfection, he arrayed him in the garb of the monk,
which is the dress of the angels. And 'eulog (eulogius)
toiled hard in the ascetic life, and he fasted from one Sabbath
to the next, and his food was bread and salt. And he used to

pray six (or, seven) hundred prayers by day and night, and did
not sleep, and he continued to fight this fight for thirty years,

and then he entreated his teacher [to be allowed to go into the

desert]. And he departed to the desert, and went into a little

cell, wherein he fought the fight for fifty years; and God gave
him two lions which ministered unto all his wants. And then
he became sick with a grievous sickness, and he said unto the
lions, '*I want to drink some hot water." And the lions went
into the mountain, and they found a shepherd who was watching
his flocks, and [one of the lions] took this shepherd up and
brought him to the door of the cell of the holy man. And when
the shepherd [fol. 1546 3] saw him, he bowed low before him,
and said unto him, "What dost thou want, O my father?''

And 'eulog (eulogius) said unto him, "Give me some hot
water to drink"; and the shepherd supplied his want, and then
Abba 'eulog (eulogius) commanded the lion to take the

shepherd back to his dwelling. And when the shepherd arrived

he told all the people about it, saying, "I found a righteous

man, for the sole of whose foot the world is not [large enough ?].'
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And when they heard the report of him, all the people gathered

together to him, and they brought to him all those who were

sick, and he healed them. And in those days his teacher Abba

'aw'g!n wished to go to the country of ears (persia), and

to convert those who worshipped idols to the True Faith, and

he wished to take with him his son Abba 'eulog (eulogius),

but before he sent him a message to this effect, the Holy Spirit

made the lion to understand, and the lion carried the cloak and

the Gospel of the holy man, and made him signs concerning

the road, and the saint followed him, and arrived at the place

where M^r 'awgin was; and when 'awgin saw him, he received

him with gladness. And as they were travelling along the road

they came to the River Tigris, and the waters thereof were

divided for them, and they passed over. And when they arrived

in the city, they converted the worshippers of idols to the True

Faith and baptized them in the Name of the Father and of

the Son and of the Holy Ghost. One day when the holy men

were hungry Mar 'eulog (eulogius) commanded the lions

to seek some food for them, and when the lions had set out they

found an old man carrying a load of bread on a donkey, on

which was a child; and the lions took this donkey and brought

him to the holy men. Now the child died of fright, but when

Abba 'EULOG (eulogius) had prayed, he restored him to

life. And then he returned to his cell, and fell sick a little, and

he died and was buried with great honour, [fol. 155 « i] And

the Rons continued to watch by his grave for twelve years, and

then they returned to the desert. Salutation to 'eulog

(eulogius), the companion of lions.

And on this day also is celebrated the commemoration of

ABRAHAM the bishop, and kanti (conthius ?), and Abba

makabis (maccabaeus) the monk.

And on this dayalso died Abba patra (or, batr a),the disciple

of Abba SYLVANUS. This saint used to live in a cell of dabra

SIN A keeping the precepts of the doctrine, and at the time of

supper he used to give to his body what it needed. And when

they made him Bishop of earn u he exhausted himself greatly
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by excessive abstinence, and his disciples said unto him, ''O
our father, if thou wast in the desert thou couldst not use such
excessive abstinence." And he said unto them, ''When I was
in the desert, in poverty, [and Hving upon] fragments, I ordered
myself so that my body was never sick ; but now that I am in

a community I have many wants, and it is best for me to reduce
my body and keep it in subjection." And he continued to fight

the fight strenuously, and then he died. [fol. 155 a 2] Salutation
to Abba PATRA.

XII. Yakatit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is commemorated the glorious angel, michael
the archangel, for on this day God sent him to sam son the
giant, and helped him until he conquered the Philistines. They
wanted to kill him, and God gave him power over them, and
he blotted them out and in one day killed of them ten hundred
with the jawbone of an ass. And when he was thirsty, and nigh
to die, MICHAEL the archangel appeared unto him, and
strengthened him, and God made water to flow out from a
jawbone, and he drank and was saved. And when a crowd of
the Philistines assembled, and devised a scheme against him
with his wife, and blinded his eyes and took him into the
house of idols, the angel michael appeared unto him, and
gave him strength and he kiUed them all. Salutation to
MICHAEL.

And on this day died the holy father [fol. 155^ 3] gelasius,
the fighter, and devoted man of God. This saint had believing
and God-fearing parents, and they taught him all the Ordinances
of the Church. And he was made a deacon, and he renounced
the world from his early years, and he bore the yoke of Christ,
and fought a great and strenuous ascetic fight, with fasting,
and prayer, and prostrations, and vigils. And God chose him,
and he was made priest of the monks of the desert of scete.

I
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And having perfected his spiritual fighting, and his devotion

to God, and his piety, the angel of God appeared unto him as

he appeared unto Saint pachomius, and commanded him to

gather about him young monks, and to teach them the fear of

God and the way of the ascetic life; and he did as the angel of

God commanded him. And he gathered together monks, and

established a spiritual companionship, and he ruled them with

a divine rule. And he was not among them as one of them, but

as their servant, and as one who was less than they. This Mher

rejected the possessions of this world, and he was exceedingly

meek. And he copied a large book wherem he collected all the

Books of the Old and New Testaments, and he spent [on this

book] of the money which he made by his copying eighteen

dtndrs of gold, and he laid that book upon the altar m the

church so Tha^ all the monks might read therein whensoever

thev required healing from it. And there came a certain

wandering monk to visit the old man Abba gelasius and

when he saw the book it pleased him, and when he left that

place he stole it, and carried it off, and after he amved in the

city The tried] to sell it. [fol. 155 & i] And a certain man sa d

untoWm "How much is its price?" And the thief said uno

hhn "Gi;e me sixteen dtndrs in gold"; and he who wanted to

buy it said unto him, "Yea, I will give t^ee what thou sayest

buLait for me whilst I shew it to my friend And the thie

gave him the book, and the man who wanted to buy it took it

fo Saint GELASIUS to shew it to him, so that if ^tjvas g°od he

might give the price of the book to the owner thereof And

when Saint Abbl gelasius saw the book, he said unto him

that had brought it,
" How much is the price which he demandeth

rom thee?' 'And the man said, "He demandeth from me

sixteen dtndrs of gold." And Saint gelasius answered and

said unto him, "Buy [it] for it is a g«°<ijb°°'^]' f^^^^' ?"to
thereof is little"; and the man took the book, and camed it to

his house. And when the thief came to him demandmg he

p ce of the book, the man who wanted to buy ^ did not teU

him what this father had said to him, but he said, I shewed it

to Abba GELASIUS, and he said unto -e- ' Its pnce is i^ch^

And the brother who stole the book said unto him. Did not



620 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

the old man say unto thee anything else? " And the man said
unto him, "Nothing else/' And the man who stole the book
said unto him, ''I do not wish to sell the book," and he took it

and departed to Saint gelasius, and he bowed low to him,
and repented, and wept before him, and he asked him, saying,'
"Forgive me my sin, and take thy book, for Satan' led me
astray"; and the saint said unto him, "I do not want to take
it." And that brother said unto him, "If thou dost not take it

I shall never have rest, and sorrow will never be removed from
me " ; and he made many prostrations at the feet of the saint,
and he besought him to have mercy upon him, [fol. 155 h 2]
and to take his book from him. And with great labour and toil

the saint took the book from him, and no man knew what
became of it. And God gave unto this father gelasius the
gift of prophecy, and the power to work signs and wonders.
One day certain men brought a fish to the monastery, and the
cook boiled it and put it in his cell, and having set a boy to
watch it he went about his business ; and the boy ate the greater
part of the fish. And when the cook came back, and found that
the boy had eaten [the greater part] of the fish, he was wroth
with him, and he said unto him, "Why did you eat of the fish
before the holy old man had blessed it?" And after this, by
the work of Satan, wrath came upon him, and he kicked him
with his foot, and the boy fell down upon the ground and died.
And when he saw that the boy was dead, he was greatly dis-
mayed, and fear came upon him, and he went and told the old
man gelasius what had happened. And the saint said unto
him, "Take him up, and lay him in the sanctuary"; and the
man went and did as the old man had commanded. And when
the holy old man came into the church, they prayed the evening
prayer, and when they had finished the prayer, the old man
went forth from the sanctuary, and the boy was following him,
and none of the monks knew what had happened. And the old
man laid a penance on the cook, and commanded him to tell
none of the monks about this until after his death. And Saint
Abba GELASIUS having finished all his good work, and his
excellent fight, the time for God to comfort him arrived; and he
departed from this fleeting world, and left behind an excellent
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remembrance; and he pleased God, [fol. 155^3] and died in

peace. Salutation to gelasius.

And on this day also is commemorated derkalas (or,

dereskal).

XIII. Yakatit

in THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day the holy and honourable sergius became a

martyr, and with him were his father, and his mother, and his

brethren, and many men from the city of athribis. This

saint had excellent parents; his father's name was Theodore,

and his mother's name was mary. And when his days were

twenty years, he determined in his heart to die for the Name of

our Lord Jesus Christ, and he came to cy p r i a n u s the governor,

and confessed our Lord Jesus Christ before him. And the

governor commanded the soldiers to inflict every kind of tor-

ture upon him, and to shut him up in prison. And our Lord

Jesus Christ commanded the angels to carry away his soul into

heaven, and he saw the habitations of the saints, and his soul

was comforted, and Christ healed him of his sufferings. And

a certain priest whose name was Abba ma sun heard of his

fight, and two deacons also, and they rose up and came to the

governor of the city of [fol. 156a i] athribis, and confessed

our Lord Christ. And the governor commanded the soldiers to

beat them, and they did as he commanded them, and all the

people were looking on at them, and they walked round about

them, and they were sorry for the deacons and the priest. And

the priest rebuked them, and turned his face to them, and he

taught them, and commanded them, saying thus, "Be strong

in the True Faith of our Lord Christ." And then he prayed over

some water, and sprinkled it upon them. And the grace of the

Holy Spirit descended upon them, and they confessed our Lord

Christ ; and the soldiers cut off the heads of all of them with the

sword,' and they received the crown of martyrdom in the king-

dom of the heavens. Then the governor commanded the soldiers
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to cast the priest into the furnace of the pubhc baths, but God
dehvered him therefrom. And the angel of God appeared unto
him, and made him to know that he would be martyred thrice
for the sake of Christ, and then the angel of God brought him
out of the furnace. And the governor sent him to the city of
Alexandria, and he finished his fight there, and received the
crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. And
CYPRiANUS, the governor, had sergius brought before him,
and he tortured him with severe tortures, and then they brought
a wheel of brass, and they crushed him, and his members
became two parts, and all his body was torn asunder ; but our
Lord Christ raised him up whole and uninjured. Then they
brought unto him an idol for him to worship, and the saint
spumed it with his foot, and it fell down, and was broken in
pieces. When CYPRiANUSsaw this he believed in [fol. 156a 2]
our Lord [Jesus] Christ. And he said, "The god who could
not save himself, how can he save others?'' And eucheius
(?), the captain of the soldiers, tortured Saint sergius very
severely, and he told the soldiers to flay him, and to rub him
with vinegar and salt mixed together; but Christ gave power
to the saint, and he was strong. And when his mother and his
sister heard [of this] they came to him, and when they saw him
they wept over him, and his sister delivered up her spirit
through her excessive grief for him. And the saint prayed to
God, and his sister rose up from the dead, and became alive
straightway. And Saint Julius, of the city of 'ak pi has, the
writer of martyrdoms, came to him, and he enquired about his
fight, and he promised him that he would take care about his
body, and would bury it. And then eucheius (?) commanded
them to torture Saint sergius on the wheel, and to thrust
burning torches into his ears, and to pluck out the nails of his
hands and feet, and to suspend a huge stone from his neck, and
to lay him upon the iron bed and to light a fire beneath him ; and
they did these things even as the captain commanded, but our
Lord Jesus Christ strengthened him, and healed his wounds,
and raised him up whole and uninjured. And the captain of
the soldiers being weary of torturing him, he commanded them
to cut off his head with the sword ; and when the saint heard
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this he rejoiced exceedingly. And he sent a message to his

father, and his mother, and his brethren, and all his kinsfolk and

the men of his household, and they came to see him and they

found him with a gag in his mouth. And the soldiers were drag-

ging him away to cut off the head of the saint and the heads

of all those who were with him; and they cut off [fol. 156a 3]

their heads and the saints received the crown of martyrdom in

the kingdom of the heavens. Now there was a little child among

the people, and God opened his eyes, and he saw the souls of

the holy martyrs, and the angels carrying them up into heaven,

and he cried out with a loud voice, saying, "My Lord Jesus

Christ have mercy upon me.'* And his parents were afraid

lest the governor should hear him, and destroy them because

of him, and they shut his mouth, as he continued to cry out

and to call upon our Lord [Jesus] Christ, and then they laid

stones upon him until he delivered up his soul, and received

the crown of life in the kingdom of the heavens. And the

angels took his soul, and carried it up into heaven. Salutation

to SERGIUS, whose nails were cut out with knives.

And on this day also died eusebius the martyr, of splendid

glory, and sweet perfume, the son of the judge (or, governor) of

Syria; and he had a sister who was full of the spirit, and whose

name was eulophia. This saint was brought up carefully

and wisely, and then they betrothed him to a beautiful maiden,

the daughter of the Emperor of Rome, and they brought her

to his house with great splendour. And on that day he went

to his sister, and said unto her, ''Counsel me with counsel, [fol.

1566 i] Is it better to take a wife, and to live with her [or no]?

I do not wish to do this, for I long to renounce the world."

And she said unto him, "What will the taste of this fleeting

worid benefit thee? It is better for thee to dwell in virginity

like DEMETRIUS the archbishop." And when the evening had

come he went into the bridal-chamber where was the bride,

whom they had brought unto him, and he took her head (or,

neck) and kissed her, and said unto her, "Prithee teU me if I

may say unto thee a matter." And she said unto him, "Speak,

tell me." And he made an agreement with her, and he said



624
n

THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM
unto her, "O my sister, know thou that the lust of the worldpasseth away, and that comeliness and beauty fade andThatnohmg whatsoever profiteth a man except the working "f righteousness. And now, it is better for us to live as virgins and notto defile the temples of our bodies of flesh." And sSS unto

f
r'

f J>f^'"u
^ ""^ ^'°^^^'' ^ ^« "°t ^>sh to marry." And the

nlss andTh. T T.
'""' *°^^*^^^ ^'^^^ *^^ ^^'"^ ^' ^ghteous!ness, and they dwelt m purity for two years, and they ate no

in the ^f? *^7 ^'^ "^^'"^^ ^J^^ Offering, and they slept

da! the?' f'^f T""
"*^^* *^^y ^*°°d i" «^« ri-er, Jnd byday they went mto the church, the name whereof is 'atra

read the P,'". ™'^' ^""'" *^°"^^"^ Prostrations, and the;

On. H? ff
•'".^

°^ f l^''^
^"d the Gospel of john continuallyOne day the wife of the King of Syria saw eusebius. and sh^

thevTd b "°.rl'"
"'"'"'^ *° ''""^ ^™ *° her. And when

ntil. ! ^''''^t* '^rj
^t'-^'ghtway she laid down carpets and

CtVr° Z"\^'^' ^"^ ^'^^ ^^°^"^d ^^'^^i ^nd put round

^.nH^ L^
^°''^ '^"^'' ^"^ ''^^ ^^'d unto EUSEBIUS. "Come[and] sit down, and I will tell thee what is in my hear "And

UD " And h I' 'f T ^^^* *h«" '^^^t to say as I stand

bones melt th'^'n T" ^™' ""^^ ^^^'^ ^"^^^^^'h' -"^ myDones melt through the greatness of my love for thee- come

ZiV^ t' Tr"
^"' ^^^^^^^^ answered andSunto her I will not he with thee. It is not seemly and thecommandment of God is not thii« " Ar,^ . k i!

.'*""/°^

lav hnlH .,r.^„ t,- V ,
'^"'^ ^^^'^ she wished to

he cwT A^' .' T* *°'*^' ^"^ ^^" ^^^y- ^"d '=-'"e into

Ind sdd unto th '"'^t'^'^y
*h^ ^«'"-n called her servants

Da- .,S ff
' ^! '°*'" ^' h" ''^^'^^'^ ^t me with his eyespam and suffering seized me; he is a magician"- and she com-

Zch'a^dTb ''
v' n'T *° '"^'^^^^ comelfofTe

hfm fn\ J.

^"^ ^™ *° h^""- ^"'i ^1»^" they had brought

rS and [otnH°r\"'1
'''" *° '^^* ^^ ^^^h two ifon

t^e a^d thev h . U^""^
""^ ^°"* ^"^ *« ^^"S ^^ "P «" ^

of Lr hlnt^-^ ^™ "P °"'''^" th" ^"y- ^nd she sent oneof her handmaidens to say unto him, "Consent to do the will

woSd ZTV"^' '^' ™'y ^^"^ th^^ taken down"; but hewould not hearken unto the voice of the harlot. And straight-

SIXTH MONTH

—

YAKAtIT (fEB. 6-MARCH 6) 625

way he began to pray with the tears running down his face hke

water in the winter, and he said, ''O my Lord God, the God

of ABRAHAM, ISAAC, and JACOB, Who didst command the

dehverance of jacob, and Who didst dehver our fathers from

every trial, dehver Thou Thy servant eusebius, O Thou

Who didst dehver daniel from the mouth of the hon, and

SUSANNAH from the hand of the Rabbis, dehver me from the

hand of the tyrant and oppressor, for besides Thee I have no

other helper." And then the queen commanded them to

strangle him with a cord, and to shoot at him four hundred and

sixty-eight arrows; and when they had done this to him, God

commanded the angels michael and gabriel, and they

plucked out the arrows, [fol. 15663] from his limbs, and he

became whole, and there was no injury on him. And when the

king came back from his expedition he asked the queen, saying,

''What is the offence of eusebius? And what is his crime

that thou hast dehvered him over to crucifixion and death?"

and his wife the queen said unto him, " I am ashamed to tell

thee, for I am afraid of thee"; and the king said, ''Speak, tell

me, and do not be afraid of me." And she said unto him, "This

man is a magician. He came to me when I was alone, and he

asked me [to do] what is unseemly to mention, and when I

refused him, he smote me with pains." And the king com-

manded the soldiers to take eusebius down from the tree

and to bring him to him. And when they had brought him, the

king said unto eusebius, "Why didst thou meditate evilly

the doing of a thing which it is not seemly to do against my
wife?" And eusebius said unto the king, "O my lord, dost

thou imagine that these words are true? It is unnecessary to

talk about it." And the king questioned the servants and said

unto them, " Is this what I hear true? " And they said unto him,

"O my lord the king, when we entered the royal chamber, we

found the queen screaming. And when we asked her, 'What

hath happened to thee? ' she told us thus." And when the king

heard this he was filled with anger and fury, like a lion, and he

commanded them to cut off the head of eusebius with the

sword, and to cut off his limbs as they cut up an ox, and to

throw him into a cauldron, and to smother his mouth with
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pitch, and to boil him over the fire; [and they did so]. And
straightway the archangels Michael and gabriel came,
and they took his body out of the cauldron, and raised him up
alive. And after he had risen from the sleep of death, the
people found him walking about in the city; and they told the
king that he was ahve, [fol. 157a i] and he commanded them
to bring him to him. And straightway he put four iron bands
round him, one round his neck (or, head), one round his body,
one round his thighs, and one round his knees, and then they
bound him hand and foot, and cast him into the fire. And
MICHAEL and GABRIEL Came and cooled the fire, and Uriel
the angel caught him up, and carried him into heaven, where
he remained for two years; and then he returned to earth and
lived [here] for forty years preaching the Faith; and through
him eight thousand and fifty hundred pagans believed. And
God made a covenant with him that He would forgive the sins

of every one who called upon the name of the saint, or who
celebrated his commemoration.

And on this day also died Philemon the musician. This
PHILEMON the musician used to sing and play to arianus
the governor, and amuse him. And one day arianus called

APOLLO the reader and said unto him, "Sacrifice to the gods."
And APOLLO went to Philemon, and said unto him, "I will

give thee four dinars if thou wilt sacrifice instead of me.'' And
PHILEMON said unto him, ''Give me thy garments, and I will

wrap myself up in them, and go in instead of thee.'* And when
he went in arianus knew that he was Philemon, and he
said unto him, ''What hath happened unto thee?" And he
said unto him, "I am a Christian and I believe in Christ."
And arianus said unto him, "Sacrifice to the gods, so that
thou mayest live"; and Philemon said unto him, "Is not
this life like death because of the Name of Christ?" And
arianus said unto him, "I will kill thee quickly, before thou
canst receive baptism, and that for which thou hopest will be
lost to thee." [fol. 157^2] When Philemon heard this, he
prayed to God to grant to him Christian baptism, and straight-

way a cloud of light came from heaven and baptized him. And
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ARIANUS commanded three soldiers to smite Philemon, so

that he might be ashamed and repent. And Philemon said

unto him, "I shall not be ashamed, even if thou smite me
more severely than this, for I see that the angels of God rejoice

because of me." And arianus commanded them to hang

him up on a framework, and to shoot arrows at him, but not

one of them touched him. And when the soldiers told arianus
that he was still alive, he commanded them to shoot at him

again, and as he was standing [there] one of the arrows came

down into the right eye of arianus, and blinded it. Then

straightway he commanded them to take him down from the

framework, and to cut off his head and the head of apollo
the reader with the sword, and they finished their martyrdom

patiently. And arianus took a little of the blood of these

saints and put it in his eye, and he recovered his sight, and

straightway he believed on Christ. And he released all the

prisoners, and became a martyr by the hand of diocletian.

[This section is wanting in the Bodleian MS.]

And on this day also died Saint Abba timothy, the thirty-

second Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. To this father

and fighter came tribulation, and great trial, because of the

True Faith. And Abba sever us, Archbishop of the city of

Antioch, came to the country of Egypt in those days, and he

went about from city to city, and from monastery to monastery,

and from one [fol. 157 a 3] religious house to another with Abba

TIMOTHY, strengthening the believers. And in the days of

this father there appeared in Egypt certain evil men who had

come from Constantinia, and who were of those who believed

in the opinion of eutyches, the unclean, who confessed the

teaching of error and denied the Passion, and the Resurrection

of Christ our Redeemer, and this father anathematized them,

and drove them out of Egypt, and he anathematized those

who believed in their words. And in the days of this father

ANASTASius the emperor of the believers died, and Justi-

nian us the infidel, the Chalcedonian, reigned in his stead;

and he made linarius archbishop in the place of Abba

timothy. And he wished to convert all the men of the True
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Faith to the evil faith of the Council of Chalcedon. And he

gathered together a Council in the city of Constantinia, and

brought there Abba sever us. Archbishop of the city of

Antioch, and his bishops from the country of the East, and

wanted them to believe in the unclean faith of Chalcedon, but

they would not obey him. And he brought great tribulation

upon them, and upon all those of the True Faith; and this

father sat for sixteen (or, seventeen) years and died in peace.

Salutation to severus the lion.

[fol. 1576 i] Salutation to john from whose fingers incense

dropped.

Salutation to JACOB, the saint of God, who restored the

monasteries.

Salutation to Archbishop timothy the preacher.

Salutation to victor the sun.

Salutation to eusebius, who after being burnt to death

was raised up by uriel, and lived upon earth for seven years.

And on this day also became martyrs Theodore, the son

of BASILIDES, and Abba kaphes (or, kefses), and Abba

HEPHES (or, HEPES).

[fol. 1576 2] And on this day also the birth of victor the

martyr took place.

XIV. Yakatit

in THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father Abba severus, Archbishop

of the city of Antioch, and teacher of the men of the True Faith.

The kinsfolk of this saint came from the city of Rome, and his

grandfather was a bishop, whose name was severus, and he

came with the fathers, the Two Hundred Bishops who gathered
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together in the city of Ephesus. And he saw a vision in which, as

it were, one said unto him, '*The son who shall be born among
thy offspring shall establish the True Faith, and they shall

call his name 'severus,' like thine own." And when that

bishop died, his son begat this saint and called his name
SEVERUS. And he studied all the philosophy which was out-

side {i.e. profane learning), and after this he learned the philo-

sophy of the Law of the Church. And as he was going forth

from his city, [he visited] a certain righteous man who lived

shut up in a cell outside the city. And this man rejoiced in

him, and said unto him, "Fair is thy coming (i.e. welcome), O
Abba SEVERUS, thou teacher of those of the True Faith,

Archbishop of the city of Antioch"; and severus marvelled
when the man called him by his name, for he had no knowledge
of him whatsoever, [and he knew not how he could tell] what
would happen to him before it came to pass. And then this

saint grew up, and performed works of ascetic excellence, and
the fame of him and his good renown were noised abroad.

And he became a monk [fol. 157 & 3] in the monastery of Saint

ROMAN us, and he fought a great fight, and devoted himself

wholly to the performance of works of righteousness. And the
fame of him was noised abroad, even as the Holy Gospel saith,

''The city which is built upon a hill cannot be hid" (Matthew
V, 14). And when the Archbishop of the city of Antioch died,

the bishops and doctors agreed to make this Abba severus
Archbishop of Antioch; and they seized him against his will

and made him archbishop. During his office the Church flour-

ished in all the ends of the world, for his words reached the

heretics in every city, and his voice cut through their roots like

a sharp two-edged sword. Now he only remained in his office

for a few days, for the emperor died, and there reigned in his

stead another emperor, who was an infidel, and who believed

in the Council of Chalcedon, and whose name was justinian;
now the queen, whose name was theodora, belonged to the

True Faith. And the emperor was afraid of this saint, for [he

refused] to enter the unclean faith [of Chalcedon], and he
would not obey him. And then the emperor was exceedingly

wroth with him, and he imagined that the saint was afraid of

B £ SII 40
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him, and would submit to him; but the saint would not hearken

to his command, and he was not afraid of his wrath. And the

emperor wished to kill him secretly, but the righteous Queen

THEODORA, knowing this, warned the saint to flee from the

face of the emperor, and he went forth secretly. Now God did

not want this saint to die at that time, and He preserved him

for the benefit of many. And he used to go about in the cities

and monasteries in the garb of the monk, [fol. 158 a i] and

strengthen the believers. And he dwelt in the city of soka,

with a certain rich man, a Christian, whose name was doro-

THEUS. And he worked many signs and great wonders, and

he was always teaching the believers and strengthening them

in the True Faith. And at length he died in the city of soka

(sic), and his body was translated afterwards to dabra zegag.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba j AC OB, the

fiftieth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This saint was

appointed archbishop in the sixteenth (or, seventeenth) year

of the reign of the King of Egypt, whose name was al-muizz

in God, which is, being interpreted, ''he who is obedient to

God," the brother of the governor, the son of haron rashid

(harun ar-rashid). And in the days of this father the

monasteries of the desert of scete were restored, and the

monks returned to them. And in his days there was a certain

man whose name was macarius, of the city of neroh, and

he came to this father Abba jacob, the archbishop, and be-

sought him to visit his house, and to bless [him] in it, and he

went with him. And the man had a son at that time who had

been sick, and had died, and he took him and brought him to

Abba JACOB, the archbishop, and he asked him, saying, "Have

compassion upon me, O my father, for this is my only son and

he is dead; I beseech thee to pray to God on my behalf.'' And

Abba JACOB said unto him, "Fear not, according to thy faith

[fol. 158a 2] so shall it be unto thee.'' And he took the child

from him, and embraced him in his bosom, and he prayed over

him, and made the sign of the Cross over him, and prayed to

God on his behalf. And God received his prayer, and the soul

of the boy went back unto him, and he opened his eyes and

'
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rose up from the dead. And the saint gave him to his father
and said unto him, "Take thy son. He was not dead, but
sleeping"; and when his father saw this miracle great fear came
upon him. And he gave away one-half of his possessions in
charity, and he sent orders and had a church built in the city
of Jerusalem, so that it might be an asylum for those of the
True Faith who arrived there. And dionysius. Archbishop
of the city of Antioch, came to mesr (cairo), and visited the
father Archbishop Abba Jacob, and he dwelt with him for a
few days and [then] returned to his own country. And this
father sat upon his archiepiscopal throne for ten years and
eight months, and four days, and he died in peace.

And on this day also are commemorated darius, and PAUL,
d 'akudures (or, 'abudiras), and sedna (or, sedra).

'

and

And on this day also died the holy father Abba cyril, the
seventy-fifth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria, [fol. 158 a 3]
This father was of the men of the faYyum, and he was appointed
a priest there. Later he departed from that place and came to
the monastery of Saint victor the martyr, which is outside
the city, by the will of the Ethiopians, and dwelt therein for
many years, fighting a great fight there. And the fame of his
learning and holiness became noised abroad, and the people
seized him against his will and made him Archbishop of Alex-
andria

; and he protected his flock with a good protection, and
drew up a Canon for the use of priests when they ministered in
the church at the times of prayer and consecrations. And he
remained in his office for seven years, two months, and six and
twenty days; and he died in peace. [According to the Bodleian
MS. he was surnamed "the son of lakuelakue."]

40-2
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XV. YakAtit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the righteous prophet zachariah, who

was one of the Twelve Little Prophets. This righteous man was

of the tribe of levi and the name of his father was bere-

CHiAH, who begot him in the land of gilead (?). And they

carried him away captive to the land of the Chaldeans, and

whilst he was there he prophesied with the divine gift of

prophecy which descended upon him. And God spake by his

tongue many faithful and profitable words, and he prophesied

to lYOSEDEK, and said unto him, ''Thou shalt beget a son,

and he shall be a priest to God in Jerusalem." And he took

lYASU (JOSHUA) and built a sanctuary in Jerusalem, [fol.

158 &i] after the Captivity, and was buried therein. And he

prophesied to salathiel, and blessed him, and he said unto

him, "Thou shalt beget a son and shalt call his name 'zerub-

babel'"; and he begot zerubbabel, and it was he who

built the sanctuary in Jerusalem with iyasu (joshua)

(Zechariah iv, 9). And he prophesied to the unclean one, the

King of Persia, and revealed to him the signs of the conquest (?).

And he prophesied concerning the coming of our Lord into

Jerusalem riding upon an ass, and upon the foal of an ass. And

he prophesied concerning the forty (sic) pieces of silver which

JUDAS received for the betrayal of our Redeemer. And he

prophesied concerning the scattering of the Apostles on the

night of the Crucifixion. And he prophesied concerning the

darkness which took place on the day of the Crucifixion, and

concerning the light which hid itself. And he prophesied con-

cerning the coming of our Lord in His glory, and concerning

the sorrow of the children of Israel who did not believe in Him

saying, ''And they shall look upon Him Whom they have

pierced, and they shall mourn for Him as [parents] mourn for

an only son, and there shall be much grief in Jerusalem"

(Zechariah xii, 10). And when the days of his prophesying

were ended he died in peace and was buried in the graves of

the prophets. Salutation to zachariah.
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Salutation to babnudA (or, bafnoteyos, i.e, paph-
NUTIUS).

[fol. 158 b 2] And on this day is commemorated the consecra-

tion of the Church of the forty soldiers of the city of

SEBASTIA, who Were martyred. This is the first church which

was built in their names. The great Saint basil consecrated

it, and he pronounced a discourse upon them and many en-

comiums on that day; and he celebrated a great festival in

their honour as it were this dav. Salutation to the consecration

of this church.

And on this day also died the holy father, the devoted ascetic

and fighter Abba paphnutius. This father became a monk
in his early years, and he fought a great fight, and devoted

himself strenuously to the path of the ascetic life, especially in

respect of fasting, and prayer, and prostrations, and vigils.

When he had finished these good works, God, the Most High,

commanded him to go into the remote parts of the desert, far

away from the monasteries of the monks, and to visit the

desert saints, and to write down the story of their fights for

the benefit of those who were to read them, and to make us bow
to the commandment of God. And he went into the interior of

the desert, and he travelled about among [the saints], even as

a man walketh about through the city; and he found many
monks there, and he learned from them their histories, and he

wrote down the histories of their fights; among these monks
were timothy, the desert monk, [fol. 158 6 3] and 'abunafer.
At the beginning of his journey into the Inner Desert great

tribulation fell upon this Saint paphnutius through hunger,

but the angel of God appeared unto him and strengthened him

;

now he was seventeen days without food. And after this he

hungered, and drew nigh unto death, and the angel of God
appeared unto him again and rubbed his body and his mouth,

and he again remained for seventeen days without food. And
this saint related very many wonderful things about the desert

fathers, and how that some of them had lived for sixty years,

and more, in the desert, without ever seeing a man during the
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whole period of these days. And he described also the tribula-

tion of the desert monks when they first arrived there, and the

sufferings which they had endured on their first entrance into the

desert, and how their natural passions contended with them,

and how unclean spirits made war on them, and how afterwards

they subdued them, and how the spirits submitted to them, and
worshipped at their feet. And likewise the wild beasts and the

lions used to minister to their wants, and he described how they

submitted to them, like a slave to his master. And he related

concerning them that they used to receive the Holy Mysteries

on the day preceding the Sabbath, and on the First Day of the

week, and how the angel of God used to bring to them the Holy
Body and Honourable Blood, and give them of the fruits of

the Garden. And it is evident that this father saw and heard

marvellous things ; and after this he died in peace.

XVI. Yakatit

[fol. 159a l] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy and righteous woman Saint Elisa-
beth, the mother of JOHN the Baptist. This holy woman was
from the city of Jerusalem, and the name of her mother was
SOPHIA, and the name of her father was matat, the son of

LEVI, the son of melki, of the tribe of aaron, of the tribe

of LEVI; and he begot three daughters. By kin she was the

daughter of the sister of the mother of our Lady mary, the

mother of God in the flesh. The name of the eldest was mary,
and she it was who was the mother of salome, who received

our Lady mary when she brought forth the Wonder. The
name of the second was sophia, and she it was who was the

mother of this Saint Elisabeth. The name of the youngest

was HANNAH, who brought forth our Lady mary; salome,
and ELISABETH, and our Lady mary were sisters; and
ZACHARiAS the priest married this righteous woman Elisa-
beth. And the Holy Gospel saith concerning them that they

were righteous and pure, both of them, and that they walked in

i
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all the Law of God blamelessly, and that this righteous woman
was barren. And because of the frequent entreaties of this

woman and her husband, their petition reached God together, and
God gave them a son. Saint j ohn the Baptist, so that He might

make manifest their righteousness and their love for God, and
the greatness of their Faith in Him. Because God did not grant

them their petition early in their lives, this did not cause doubt

or sorrow, on the contrary, they were persistent in their petition-

ing, and at length when they had become old in their days, and
were barren, they produced a [fol. 159^2] son, so that [men]

might know the Divine Power. And moreover, when the time

arrived wherein our holy Lady the Virgin mary conceived the

Word of God Who existeth for ever, John, being in his mother's

womb, preached Him, and he bowed before Him, even as his

mother saith, ''The child leaped in my womb with joy and
gladness when our Lady mary came to me.*' And when she

and her husband zacharias were grown old, God sent His

angel gabriel, and announced to him concerning his son

JOHN, and informed him what would happen to him. And this

Saint ELISABETH conceived and brought forth the saint, the

prophet, the preacher and Baptist john; and her heart rejoiced

at this, and the reproach of the children of her kinsfolk was
removed from her. And then she saw our Lord and Redeemer

Jesus Christ, and confessed His Godhead, and she rejoiced in

making to be saved those who believed on Him. And after this

she lived in purity and righteousness even as she had formerly

done, and she died in peace. Salutation to Elisabeth.

And on this day also is commemorated our holy Lady mary,
the two-fold Virgin, the God-bearer, for on it He gave her the

Covenant of Mercy and she received it from her Son, our

Redeemer Jesus Christ, in respect of him that should celebrate

her commemoration, or should call upon her name, or give

[fol. 159 « 3] alms to the poor, even if it were only [a cup of]

cold water. And the Son of this Saint mary after He ascended

into heaven, taking her pure flesh [with Him], sat down at the

right hand of His Father, having fulfilled every law of the

Incarnation, with the sole exception of sin, and overcome the
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sufferings of the Cross at His own good pleasure and will, which
He did for our salvation. And He left His mother mary in

the house of JOHN, His disciple, so that he might love her, even

as He committed him to her, saying, "Behold thy son,*' and
He said unto that disciple, ''Behold thy mother." Thereupon
our Lady mary lived [there], and she used to go to the tomb of

her Son, that is to say, Golgotha, to pray there. And when the

Jews saw [her] there they were filled with wrath, and envy,

and they wished to drive her away ; but God hid her from their

eyes. Then they took counsel, and decided to set guards over

His tomb, so that she might not come there again and pray,

but she did not cease to go there day by day, and the guards

did not see her, because the covering of the glory of her Son hid

her. And always angels were coming to minister unto her, and
her Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, visited her frequently, and
fulfilled for her all her desires. Some of the angels used to take

her up into the heavens and shew her the places where the saints

rested, with Abraham, Isaac, and j acob. And all the souls of

the fathers who had died from Adam until that time worshipped

her, saying, "Glory be to God, Who hath created thee flesh of

our flesh, and bone of our bone. In thee we have found salva-

tion, and thou hast become for us the haven of life from

destruction through the Son of God taking upon Himself flesh

[fol. 1596 i] through thee." And then the angels took her,

and brought her to her beloved Son on His throne, and the

curtains, which were flames of fire, were drawn aside on the

right hand and on the left, and our Lord took her hand, and
kissed her mouth, and said unto her, "Hast thou arrived, O
my mother? " And He raised her up on to the throne of His

glory, and He seated her by Him, and He described to her all

the joy and gladness which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard of,

nor heart of man imagined, which were prepared for her. And
beneath the throne of glory she saw david, the King of Israel,

her father, (with all the company of the prophets, and the

angels, and the souls of the righteous, in a circle,) singing to

the harp, saying, "Hearken unto me, my daughter, and con-

sider, and incline thine ear. Forget thy people and thy father's

house. The king hath desired thy beauty; he is thy Lord"
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(Psalm xlv). And from there the angels took her to shew her

the place of punishment, and they brought her to the limit of

darkness, which is prepared for Satan and his hosts, and for

all those who walk in his ways. And our Lady mary said,

"Woe is me! Who will describe this place to the children of

men, so that they may not come hither? " And the angel said

unto her, "Fear thou not, O mary, God is with Thee, and for

thy sake (?) with those who shall come after thee." And then

the angels carried her away and brought her into a certain place,

and thereupon our Lady mary sat down, being exceedingly

sorry for all sinners. And as it might be this day the sixteenth

day of the month of Yakatit, she stood on the Place of the Skull

(Golgotha), and besought her Son, saying, "O my Son, swear to

me by God Thy Father, and by Thy Name of Christ, and [by]

the [fol. 1596 2] Paraclete, Thy Spirit, and by my womb which
carried Thee for nine months and five days. Thee Whom the

earth cannot bear up, Thee Whom the angels cannot approach,

I adjure Thee, O my Son, by Thy going forth from me without

exhaustion, and by Thy delivery which was painless, I adjure

Thee by my breasts which suckled Thee, and by my lips which

kissed Thee, I adjure Thee by my hands which embraced Thee,

and by my feet which walked with Thee, I adjure Thee by the

manger wherein Thou didst lie, and by the ragged cloths wherein

Thou wast wrapped, O my Son, and beloved one, I beseech

Thee, and entreat Thee, to hearken unto the words of my
petition, and to come to me, and to fulfil for me everything

which is in my heart." And when our holy Lady, the Virgin

MARY, the mother of the Light, had spoken thus, our Lord and

Redeemer Jesus Christ came down straightway, and there were

with Him, surrounding Him, thousands of thousands, and tens

of thousands of tens of thousands of angels, and he said unto

her, "What shall I do for thee, mary. My mother? What
desire hast thou that thou wouldst have Me fulfil for thee?"

And our Lady the holy Virgin mary answered and said unto

her beloved Son, "O my beloved Son, my Lord and Redeemer,

my Hope, my Refuge, upon Thee is placed my trust. Because

of Thee I was strong in the womb of my mother, and in the

womb which covered Thee, and Thou art my memorial, at all
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times. And now do Thou hear my prayer and petition, and
hearken unto the word of my mouth which I speak unto Thee.
I Thy mother mary, I Thine handmaiden, on behalf of him
that shall celebrate my commemoration, and him that shall

build a church in my name, or shall clothe the naked, or visit

the sick, or feed the hungry, or give drink to him that is athirst,

or shall comfort the [fol. 15963] sorrowful, or shall make the
sad to rejoice, or shall write the history of my strife, or shall

sing a song at my festival
; [swear to me] that God shall give

him the good reward from Thee, which eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard of, nor the heart of man imagined. I beseech and
entreat Thee on behalf of all those who believe in me, to set

them free from Sheol, and to remember the hunger, and thirst,

and all the trials which came upon me through Thee." And
our Lord Jesus Christ answered and said unto her, "It shall be
unto thee even as thou sayest, and I will fulfil for thee all thy
petition; I became incarnate of thee, and I swear that I will

not make any covenant with thee to be a lie." Salutation to
thee, O Book of the Law and Covenant, like the Tables of stone.

XVIL YAKATiT

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint minas the monk became a martyr. This
saint was from the country of 'akmim (akhmim) in Upper
Egypt

;
his parents were Christians and they were tillers of the

ground. This saint wished to array himself in the garb of the
monk, and to reject this world, and he became a monk in one
of the monasteries of the city of 'akm!m (akhmim); he used
to fast frequently for two days at a time, and he took no
thought for his food and drink. And after this he departed to
the district of esmunayn, and dwelt there in a [fol. 160a i]

monastery for seven and twenty years, leading a life of devotion
to God, and fighting the fight ; and he never went outside the
door of that monastery. And when the Muslims reigned in the
land of Egypt, and he heard concerning them, and how they
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said, "God hath no son of His Nature and Godhead, who
sprang from Him," he was very sorrowful because of this thing.

And having been blessed by the abbot of the monastery who
prayed over him, he went forth and departed to the city of

esmunayn, and he stood up before the captain of the Muslim

soldiers, and said unto him, ''Is it true that ye say that God
hath no son of His Nature and Godhead? " And the captain

said unto him, "Yea, we remove from God this thing, and we
do not confess it." And Saint minas said unto him, "It is

right for thee not to confess Him if He were the son of carnal

union and seed, but He is not this ; He is the Light proceeding

from Light, [and] God, in truth, proceeding from God, in truth."

And the captain said unto him, "O monk, this, in our Law, is

infidelity." And the saint answered and said unto him, " Know
thou that the Holy Gospel saith, ' He who believeth in the Son

hath everlasting life, and that he who believeth not shall not

see life, but the wrath of God shall descend upon him'" (John

iii, 36). Because of this the captain was exceedingly angry,

and he ordered the soldiers to cut off his head with the sword,

and to hack his body in pieces, and to cast him into the river.

And certain believers took his body and prepared it carefully

for burial, and they performed a service of commemoration for

him as it were this day. Salutation to minas. Bishop of

'akmim (akhmim).

[fol. 160 a 2] Salutation to moses, the chief of the fathers,

who died on this day on Mount Nebo.

XVIII. Yakatit

in the name of the father and the son
and the holy ghost, one god

On this day died the holy father and confessor, melanius.
Archbishop of the city of Antioch. This saint was made arch-

bishop in the days of the reign of constantine, the son of

CONSTANTINE the Great, and this saint was learned, and
simple, and was beloved by all men. And having been appointed

and sat for thirty days, he excommunicated the followers of
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ARius, and drove them out from all the churches of the city

of Antioch. And when the emperor heard of this, he sent and
expelled him from his office, for the emperor was a follower of

ARIUS. And the elders of the city of Antioch, and the bishops
and priests gathered together, and they wrote a letter about
him and sent it to the emperor, and they asked him to restore

MELANiusto them; and the emperor sent to the place whereto
he had driven him, and brought him back to them, for he was
ashamed before them. And when this saint returned to the
city of Antioch, he did not set aside the anathematizing and
excommunication of the men of arius, but he excommunicated
all those who believed in their words. And he revealed their

error and their blasphemy publicly, and he preached to every-
one, and made them to see clearly that the Son was of the
substance of the Father, and [fol. 160^3] equal with Him in

His Godhead and Being. And the followers of arius returned
and they wrote to the emperor, and they made false accusations
against this saint, and at length they changed his heart in their

favour; and the emperor sent a second time, and banished
MELANius to a country which was more remote than that to
which he had banished him on the first occasion. And when
MELANIUS had arrived in the country whereto the emperor had
banished him, it was to him as if he were living with his people,
for they had with them his epistles, and his teachings, and his

interpretations of obscure theological writings, and his epistles

from [this] remote country used to reach his flock who were in

the city of Antioch, that is the bishops and learned priests.

And he preached the Holy Trinity, and the True Faith, and
[the doctrine of] the Three Hundred and Eighteen holy Fathers,
and he cursed arius and excommunicated all those who
followed him. And he lived in exile for many years, and at
length he died in peace. And behold Saint JOHN, the Mouth of

Gold, pronounced an encomium upon him on the day of his

festival, and praised him greatly, and he shewed forth in it his
glory and majesty, and proved that in respect of the tribulation
and ignominy which had come upon him for the True Faith, he
neither fell short of, nor was inferior to any of the holy apostles.
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XIX. Yakatit

[fol. 1606 l] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day took place the translation of the body of Saint

MARTIANUS the monk, from the city of Athens to the city of

Antioch. To this saint came temptation from a certain woman
who was a harlot, who wanted to commit sin with him, and to

make him to fall down with her into the net of sin. But he led

her away from this, and brought her to repentance, and into

the ascetic life, and then he left her, and departed to da set,

and from that place to many [other] cities. And when he

arrived in the city of Athens, and had lived therein for a few

days, his body fell sick with a slight sickness, and he died there,

as is written in the section for the twenty-first day of Genbot.

And when Saint demetrius had been appointed Archbishop

of the city of Antioch, in the days of falaryas, the infidel

emperor, this saint sent priests to the city of Athens, and they

carried away the body of Saint martianus and brought it to

Antioch, with great honour, and with the singing of many
psalms and hymns and dirges. And demetrius paid honour

to it and saluted it, and laid it in a coffer in the church, and cele-

brated a festival in his honour, as it were this day. Salutation

to DEMETRIUS on whom JOHN, the Mouth of Gold, pronounced

an encomium. Salutation to the translation of the body of

Saint MARTIANUS.

XX. YakAtit

[fol. 16062] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

And on this day died the blessed father, Abba peter, the

twenty-first Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This father

was appointed to the throne of mark the Evangelist after

Saint ATHANASius. And there came upon him great tribula-

tion through DARYANOS, the infidel emperor, and through the

Arians, the infidels, and they tried to kill him very often; but
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he fled from them and hid himself for two years. And they
seated on the throne in his stead a man whose name was
LUCIUS, and they made him archbishop, and he was an Arian
and sat for two years. And after this the behevers of the True
Faith gathered together, and they rose up against the Arians,

and they drove out lucius the Arian infidel. And this father

Abba PETER came and sat upon his throne for seven years
in great tribulation, and he resisted the Arians, and excom-
municated them and banished them. And when he had fulfilled

eight years in his office, God made him to rest from the labour
of this world, and he departed to everlasting joy. Salutation
to Abba PETER.

And on this day also is celebrated the commemoration of

BASIL, THEODOSius, and TIMOTHY, the martyrs, in the
city of Alexandria, [fol. 160 ft 3] Salutation to you, O basil,
THEODORE (sic), and TIMOTHY.

[In the Bodleian ms. there are also commemorated on this

day PHILEMON the flute player, kefla maryam of sebaga,
and Abba gabra mar'awi of 'aged.]

XXI. YAKATfT

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is commemorated our holy Lady, the Virgin
MARY, the God-bearer. Salutation to thee, O mary, thou
light of life.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba Gabriel,
the sixty-seventh Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This
father became a monk in his early years in the desert of scete,
and he fought a great fight, and he devoted himself to the
ascetic life for many years, with fasting, and prayer, and pros-
trations, and [fol. 161a i] vigils, and hunger, and thirst; and he
was humble, and simple, and loved to live by himself. One day
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there came into his cell a certain old man whose name was
maximus to be blessed by him, and Gabriel prayed over

him and he went forth to depart to his own place. And the holy

old man maximus laid hold upon him, and said unto him,
**0 my son, why dost thou flee from men, for thou wilt be

obliged to dwell among many men and women''; and this

father did not understand the meaning of the words of the old

man, and he wept frequently, and entreated God to deliver

him from the nets of the Enemy. And when Abba michael,
the archbishop, his predecessor, died, they seized this father

and against his will made him archbishop, even as the old man
had prophesied concerning him. And having been appointed

he did not become slothful in his oflice, and he did not abandon
his spiritual fight, nor his strenuous ascetic life, nor his piety;

and he dwelt continually in the desert of scete. And when
affairs connected with the work of the churches compelled him
to go to the city of Alexandria and to mesr (cairo), he used to

go quickly, and return to the desert of scete. When he was
in the youth of his days the lust for fornication used to bestir

itself in him, and [although] he increased his fasts and vigils

in order to subdue the lust, he was unable to do so; and he

confessed this to a certain old man in the desert of scete.
And that old man said unto him, ''Nothing will destroy lust

except humility, coupled with fasting, and prayer, and prostra-

tions, and vigils, and those alone will save [a man] from it."

When he heard this he made himself a shovel of iron, and he

used to get up in the night and [fol. 161a 2] dress himself in

mean and ragged garments, and go round into all the cells of

the monks, and clear out the offal from them and take it away,

and cast it out at a great distance from the cells. And he con-

tinued to do this kind of work for a period of two years, when
God saw his purity and the humility of his heart and removed
from him the natural lust for fornication. And this father

continued to lead the ascetic life and to fight the fight, and he

admonished and taught his people, and strengthened them
in the True Faith for a period of eleven years; and he died

in peace. Salutation to gabriel for his righteousness and
faith.

m



644 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

And on this day also died the holy father, Abba zacharias.
Bishop of the city of sah A. This saint was one of the children

of those skilled in the Law, and his father abandoned the Law,
and was made a priest; and his name was john. And when
the son of john had grown up, and had studied the profane

learning and the philosophy of the pagans, and the Law of the

Church, the captain of the king's host took him and made him
a scribe in the house of the king. And he had a friend in the

Law, whose name was ptolemy, and who was governor of

the city of saha; and they agreed together to go to the desert

of SCETE and to become monks. And at that time there visited

them a certain monk from the monastery of Saint Abba john
of the desert of scete, and they made an agreement [fol.

i6i a 3] to go there with him ; and when the governors heard

of this they sent and prevented their going. And having tarried

a few days they saw a vision, and it seemed as if one said unto
them, ''Why do you not fulfil the vow which ye have vowed
to God? " And they rose up straightway, and went forth in

secret, but they did not know the way, and a monk appeared
unto them and guided them, and brought them to the monastery
of Saint Abba JOHN, of the desert of scete. And when the

governors heard of their departure, they agreed that they

would obtain an order from the king and send it with messengers

to make them to come down from the monastery; but God
scattered their counsel. And when zacharias and ptolemy
had become monks, they fought the fight and followed the

ascetic life strenuously, especially zacharias. And in their

days lived the old men Abba Abraham and Abba ga'argi,
and they used to visit the young men, and give them advice

concerning all their works. When the Bishop of the city of

soHA (sic) died, the people remembered Saint Abba zach-
arias, and they wrote a letter to the archbishop on his behalf,

asking him to appoint him to be their bishop. And the arch-

bishop sent to the desert of scete and had zacharias
brought against his will, and he appointed him Bishop of the

city of soHA {sic). And whilst the archbishop was laying his

hand upon him, he saw the power of God descend upon him,

and his face was wreathed with light. And when he came to
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the throne of his office the people rejoiced in him with great
joy, and they went out to meet him as [the men of old] met our
Redeemer on the festival of [fol. 16161] hosanna (Palm
Sunday)

; and the Church was resplendent through him. And
this father composed many Homilies, and Admonitions, and
works on Doctrine; and his voice was exceedingly sweet, and
was filled with the grace of the Holy Ghost. And he sat upon
his archiepiscopal throne forty years, and he was well-pleasing
to God and died in peace. Salutation to zacharias.

And on this day also Saint onesimus, the priest, and the
disciple of paul the apostle, became a martyr. When paul
the apostle had preached in the city of Rome, Philemon
departed from the city of Rome and took with him among his
servants this onesimus. And Satan led him into error and
corrupted his heart, and he stole money from his master
PHILEMON and from other men like him; and when he knew
that his master was going to punish him, he fled and came to
the city of Rome. By the Will of God he came to the apostle,
and heard his teaching, and his teaching entered his heart,'

and he believed through him, and the fear of God came into
his heart. And he remembered what he had done, and how he
had stolen money from his master and from others, and he had
nothing of it left with him which he could restore to them of
their money, [fol. 161 h 2] And he was sorry, and he came to
Saint PAUL and told him everything which had happened to
him. And the apostle said unto him, ''Fear not, neither let
thy heart be sorrowful." And he wrote an epistle unto Phile-
mon his master; and this epistle is one of the Epistles of the
Apostle PAUL. And paul commanded him concerning Saint
onesimus, and he said unto him, "Protect him, for he hath
become a disciple of Christ, and my son in the preaching of the
Gospel.'' And he commanded him concerning onesimus, and
said unto him, "Forgive him his sin in stealing thy money,
and receive him as myself. And if he hath wronged thee in
aught, and he ought to repay thee, set it to my account. I
PAUL have written it with mine own hand; howbeit I say not
that thou art thyself in debt to me." And when this Saint

BE SII
41
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ONESiMUS came with the letter to his master Philemon,

he rejoiced in his faith and repentance, and did to him even as

the Apostle paul had commanded him. And Philemon

added to his great love for on E siM us, and he commanded

[his steward to give] to him much money for him to take,

and he would take nothing whatsoever of it, and he said, *'I

have become a rich man in Christ/' And then philemon

bade onesimus farewell, and set him on his road, and onesi-

MUS returned to the city of Rome, and ministered unto PAUL,

the apostle, until the time of his martyrdom. And paul

praised this saint and made him a priest, and the Apostles

praise him and mention him in the seventy-seventh Canon, and

in the fifty-third Canon, and they say of him that he was a

"faithful priest." And after the martyrdom of the Apostle

PAUL, the captain of the host of the Emperor of Rome took

this saint, and banished him to an island, and he dwelt there

and taught the men the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. And

they beat him severely [fol. 161^^3] and made him to suffer

agony, and then they broke his thighs, and he departed to

God. Salutation to onesimus the disciple of paul.

And on this day also died Abba peter. Bishop of Damascus.

[And on this day also died Abba 'akyos, and Abba Gab-

riel, Bishop of Ethiopia.]

XXII. YAKATiT

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father Abba marun A, the bishop.

And on this day also took place the translation of the bodies

of the saints who became martyrs in the country of Persia, in

the days of diocletian, the infidel. And because of the

many works, and virtues, and righteousness of marun A the

bishop, the Emperor theodosius the Great, the father of

HONORius and arcadius, sent him to the King of Persia,
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and with him were many gifts because of the love which existed

between theodosius and the King of Persia. And when
MARUNA arrived, the King of Persia paid him very great

honour, and he lodged him in one of the palaces of his kingdom.
And when this saint heard that the daughter of the king was
ridden by an evil spirit, he summoned her, [fol. 162 a i] and she

stood up before him, and he prayed over her ; and he healed his

daughter, andsapor the king rej oiced in him with verygreat joy

.

And the saint demanded from him the bodies of the saints who
had become martyrs in the country of Persia, and the king gave
them to him, and he built a church and laid their bodies in it.

And the king built a great fortress in the city, and he built

inside the fortress a quarter, and called it by the name of Saint

mArunA, which is merfAkinA. And after this, the saint

returned to the Emperor theodosius, and he dwelt in the

city of Rome two years, and died as it were this day, on which
was consecrated the church of those martyrs. And the festival

of the saint, and the festival of the consecration of the church,

are celebrated together on the same day, that is to say, this

day. Salutation to mArunA the excellent envoy and bishop.

And on this day also is celebrated the commemoration of

Abba bulA, and three hundred [and eighty martyrs], and
NICOLAUS.

XXIII. YakAtit

[fol. 162^2] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day became a martyr Saint eusebius, the son of

the holy and blessed basilides, the captain of the royal

troops of the city of Antioch, and the father of kings. And this

saint was in the war against the men of the country of the

Persians, and when diocletian denied our Lord Jesus Christ,

BASILIDES sent to his son eusebius, and told him that

DIOCLETIAN had denied Christ. And this saint summoned his

kinsfolk, the saints and men of the palace, that is to say,

'abAdir, and Justus, and Claudius, and Theodore
41-2
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from the East, and he told them how diocletian had

denied our Lord Christ, and how he worshipped idols; and they

were exceedingly sorry. And the holy and excellent man

EUSEBius said unto them, "I want to shed my blood for the

Name of Christ," and all those saints agreed with him in this

excellent decision, and they swore each to the other that they

would do so. And when the Romans had conquered their

enemies, and had returned to the city of Antioch with victory

and joy, diocletian and his soldiers went out and met them,

and KHERMANOS (romanus), the father of victor, advised

the emperor to have the saints brought before him, and to

fetch idols for them to worship. And the emperor did as

KHERMANOS (romanus) advised him, and he summoned the

saints to him, and said unto them, ''Ye know well that I love

you exceedingly, I want you to make my heart to rejoice, and

to worship apollo." And when Saint eusebius heard this

[fol. 162 a 3] he was exceedingly angry, and he drew his sword

and wished to kill the emperor, and the emperor fled from him

and hid himself. But this saint killed many of the emperor's

companions, and had it not been that basilides restrained

his son and his kinsmen the saints, they would have killed all

the emperor's soldiers. After this khermanos (romanus)

advised the emperor to send eusebius to the country of

Egypt, and to let the officers kill him there, [saying], "If he

remaineth here in this city he will stir up the men of the city

against thee at all times, and thou wilt not be able to do any-

thing when thou wishest." And the emperor wrote and com-

manded [the governor] to send eusebius to the country of

Egypt, to LOLYANOS (JULIAN?), the governor of keft

(coPTOS), and he sent him away as the emperor commanded.

And when eusebius arrived in k£ft (coptos), the governor

tortured him very severely on the wheel, and he cut off his

members, and after this he beat him severely, and after this he

boiled him in a cauldron. And our Lord sent to him His angel,

who strengthened him under his tribulation, and comforted

him, and healed his wounds, and raised him up whole and un-

injured. And then the angel caught away his soul to the Garden

of Delight, and the saint saw the abode of the martyrs, and the
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saints, and the righteous, and he saw the places which God

had prepared for him, and his father, and his brother, and his

kinsfolk, and his soul rejoiced exceedingly. And after this the

governor commanded the soldiers to burn him in a furnace

outside the city of '£hnasA (ahnas ?), [fol. 1626 i] and they

burnt him as the governor had commanded them; and the

angel of God came down to him in the red-hot furnace, and

made the flame to be as cold as ice, and he brought Saint

EUSEBIUS out of the fiery furnace whole and uninjured. And

the officers and the judges advised the governor, saying, "O
governor, command the soldiers to cut off the head of this

man, and have rest from him"; and the emperor commanded,

and the soldiers cut off the head of this eusebius with the

sword, and he received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom

of the heavens. Salutation to eusebius, the son of basi-

lides, the general.

[On this day is commemorated 'awsegneyos, the chief of

the Council, and the deputy of Theodore, in the country of

the East.]

Salutation to 'agabitos (agapetus).

XXIV. Yakatit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father, agapetus the bishop.

This holy father Hved in the days of the Emperors diocle-

tian and MAXIM IAN us, the deniers [of Christ]. The parents

of this saint were believing Christians, and they taught him the

doctrine of the Church and he was made a deacon. And after

this he left [fol. 162b 2] his parents and went to a monastery,

and he ministered unto the monks, the holy old men who were

in it, and he learned from them good piety, and the strict

observance of the ascetic life, and the knowledge of how to

fight the fight; and he fasted frequently and he prayed and



650 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

kept vigil ceaselessly. And he used to feed himself daily on

the wasted lupins, after he had fasted from dawn until sunset.

When he wanted to fight against sleep he ate for a period of

eighty days ashes mixed with lupins, and his strength was

increased whilst he was fighting the fight of the ascetic fight,

and he ministered to the wants of the company of the monks,

and called them his masters. And he carried out to perfection

every practice and observance of the ascetic life, and God

wrought many great signs and miracles by him, among which

are the following: He healed a certain maiden of a sickness,

with which she had been sick for many years; through the

severity of her sickness she was dried up like wood, and the

physicians were unable to heal her. By his prayer he slew a

huge serpent which had destroyed many men. He drove off

from men and from lions unclean spirits, and many severe and

painful diseases. And lekatinu the governor heard of his

devotion to God, and his excellences, and his righteousness,

and the strength of his body, and he had him brought against

his will to KUERH, and he made him a soldier in his army

against his will. But he ceased not to devote himself to ascetic

practices, and to fasting and prayer, nay he even added to his

practice of righteousness and ascetic excellence. And he

remained [a soldier] for a few days only, for God blotted out

DIOCLETIAN, the infidel, and the righteous and God-loving

Emperor constantine reigned [in his stead]. And this [fol.

162 b 3] saint tried to find a pretext for leaving the army and

the service of the emperor. Now by the Will of our Lord Jesus

Christ, there was with constantine a certain young man

who was of goodly appearance, and whose deeds were good,

and the emperor loved him exceedingly. And Satan the Evil

One took possession of the young man, and tortured him very

severely, and the young man cried out by day and by night.

And when one of those who knew Saint agapetus saw him,

he said unto him, ''O youth, if thou couldst obtain the help

of Saint agapetus, he would heal thee of thy sickness.''

And the youth said unto him, ''Is it possible for a man to

attempt to do this being only a soldier in the Imperial Army?

"

And the friend of agapetus told the youth all about his
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spiritual fight, and his righteousness, and said unto him,

"Verily he is able to heal thee of thy sickness." And the young

man cried out, saying, ''Bring hither to me Saint agapetus,
the soldier, that he may heal me of this severe sickness.'' And
when the emperor knew this he commanded his servants to

bring Saint agapetus, and when he had come before him he

prayed over the young man, and made over him the sign of

the Honourable Cross, and God healed him of his sickness.

And the emperor rejoiced in this with great joy, and he paid

great honour to the saint, and he said unto him, "Lay upon

me whatsoever thou wishest me to pay, and I will do so." And
the saint said unto him, "Release me from military service,"

and the emperor released him, and sent him away, and the saint

returned to the place wherein he had lived formerly. And he

lived by himself, and devoted himself to God and to spiritual

fighting, which was much more severe than formerly, for many
years; and the bishop of the neighbouring city made him a

priest. And when that bishop died, the people asked [fol.

163 « i] the archbishop to make agapetus their bishop, and

he did so. And agapetus shepherded his rational flock

carefully and well, and God gave him the gift of prophecy, and

the gift of working many signs and wonders. And he rebuked

sinners for committing sin in secret, and he rebuked the priests

for forsaking the teaching of the people ; and he rebuked them

and repelled them from the sanctuary until they repented.

And it is found written in the history of his strife that during

his lifetime he performed one hundred miracles, and among

them he made a river to stop flowing, and by means of his

cross turned it into another bed. And he opened the eyes of a

blind man, and cleansed a leper, and healed many sick folk,

and then he died in peace.

And on this day also [timothy, of the city of gAzA, and]

Saint mAtyAs (minas ?), of the city of Cyprus, became

martyrs. Salutation to [timothy, of gAzA], and to mAtyAs
(minas ?), of the city of Cyprus.



652 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

XXV. YakAtit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day ausanius (eusebius ?), and Philemon,
[fol. 163a 2] and a certain virgin whose name was lIkaia,

became martyrs. These saints beUeved through paul, the

apostle, when he was in the city of Phrygia. And when the

infidels made a festival in honour of the idol arte mis, which

they called by the name of the star of venus, these saints

gathered together, and went into the house of idols to see them,

and to mock at their infidelity and error. And when they saw

the man sacrificing to the idols, the flame of divine love waxed

great in their hearts, and they went out of the temple, and

entered the holy Church of Christ, and added to their praises

and exhortation of our Lord Christ. And a certain man of

those who were there heard them, and he heard in their talk

the house of idols mentioned, and how they mocked at the

people, and at their idols. And when information about this

was laid before the governor, he mounted his horse and came

to the church, and some of the believers took to flight. And
the governor seized these saints, and he made iron rods red-hot

in the fire, and thrust them into the sides of the saints. Then

he cast Saint ausanius (eusebius ?) into a well and the

soldiers stoned him with stones until he delivered up his

soul. And Saint Philemon and Saint l!kaia he tortured

severely many times, and they asked God to receive their

souls; and He accepted their petition, and took their souls,

and they received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom

of the heavens. And behold mention of their faith, and

of their martyrdom, is made in the gadla hawaryat.
Salutation to you, O ausanius (eusebius ?), and Phile-
mon, and LOKAIA (sic).

[fol. 163a 3] And on this day also Saints kona (or, t6na),

a deacon, of the city of Rome, and mi

n

As, of the city of kus,

and DELMADius (or, yelmAdyos), of the city of gAzA,
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became martyrs. Salutation to konA, and to minAs, and to

DELMADIUS.

Salutation to kumuta, and to antonius (?).

[On this day are commemorated damAyelnos, and regi-

Nos, the martyrs, and antony, that is to say raweh, the

Koreishite, of the nobles of the new Arabs.]

XXVI. YakAtit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the righteous man ho sea the prophet, and

he was also called 'ozyA. This righteous man prophesied in

the days of five kings, that is to say, amos and uzziah, and

JOTHAM and AHAZ and hezekiah. Kings of Judah. And he

said marvellous things in his prophecy, and he rebuked the

children of Israel, and called them children of whoremongers.

And he made them to know that God would not turn back

His wrath from them, and that He would not have compassion

upon them, and that He hath rejected us. And he said, " If the

number of the children of Israel be like the sand of the sea which

cannot be counted, only a few of them shall be left." [fol.

163 b i] And he prophesied concerning the belief of the Gentiles

in God, [saying], "I will call those who are not My people,

and I will make them My people, and they shall call Me their

God.'' And he prophesied concerning the Passion of our

Redeemer, and His Resurrection, and saith, ''My redemption

by His blood is before Him.*' And he saith also, ''He who slew

us, and He who broke us, shall make us to live after two days,

and shall raise us up on the third day. And He knoweth our

course in the knowledge of God.'* And he spake also concerning

the destruction of the domination of death, and concerning the

breaking of the goad (or, sting) of Sheol. And he prophesied

for a period of seventy years and having pleased God he died

at a good old age. Salutation to ho sea who preached the

coming of Christ.
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On this day also Saint sadok and the saints who were with

him and who were one hundred and twenty and eight in number,

became martyrs, behram, King of Persia, required of these

saints to worship the sun, and Saint sadok answered and said

unto him, *'l did not come forth from my mother's womb to

worship the sun, which appeareth, but to worship its Creator."

And BEHRAM the king answered and said unto him, '*Hath

this sun a god? " And the saint said unto him, "Yea, Christ is

[its] god"; and the king commanded the soldiers to cut off his

head. And the saint stood up and prayed, and entreated God,

and then he bowed his holy head and they cut it off with a

sword, and [fol. 163 & 2] he received the crown of martyrdom

in the kingdom of the heavens. And light from heaven de-

scended upon him, and those who were there saw it, and they

all cried out, saying, *'We are Christians; we believe in our

Lord Jesus Christ." And the king commanded the soldiers to

cut off all their heads with the sword [and they did so], and they

received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens.

Salutation to sadok. [The Bodleian MS. says that the martyrs

were 2008.]

XXVII. YakAtit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father Abba eustathius (or,

ANASTASius), Archbishop of the city of Antioch. This saint

lived in the days of the Emperor constantine the Great,

and the whole world was filled completely with his divine

teaching. And when the Council of the Saints assembled in the

city of Nicea, this father was one of the presidents of the

Council, and he agreed with the fathers, and they excommuni-

cated and drove out arius and his companions, who were

'awsabius (eusebius ?) of 'amid, and nar'isos (nar-

cissus?). Bishop of the city of Nicea. And he proclaimed by
the Holy Spirit the True Faith which the holy fathers of the

Council proclaimed, and he drew up with them the Canon and

the Law, which are written in the churches and are well known
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among all Christian peoples ; and afterwards, the Council of the

saints drew up the Law of the Church in their own countries.

And the infidels who had been cut off from their episcopal

offices went forth, and after a few days they pretended that

they wished to depart to Jerusalem, [fol. 16363] And they

came into the city of Antioch and they gathered together in

the house of a certain woman who was a harlot, and having

promised to give her much money, they taught her to go into

the church, and to speak lies against this saint. And she said

unto the priests and the people, "This father hath committed

fornication with me, and [this] is the boy which I bare him,

and he is his son.'* And she took the money from them, and

did as they had taught her. And those wicked men in their

craftiness made a pact with that woman and accused her of

speaking lies against the saint, and they debated with her, and

said unto her, "Thou art a liar, and dost speak lies against this

saint, and we will neither believe thee, nor accept thy word

against him, unless thou takest an oath by the Holy Gospel

that it is this saint who committed fornication with thee; if

thou dost not swear we will not believe thee." And the woman
swore by the Holy Gospel, according as those wicked men had

taught her. And thereupon those wicked men said, "Now that

thou hast sworn an oath, the whole matter is complete." And
after this those wicked men passed judgement upon this saint,

and they cut him off from his episcopal office, and then they

sent a letter to the Emperor constantine, and they calum-

niated the saint to him, and said unto him, "Behold, the united

priesthood have assembled against him, and they have cut him off

from his ofiice, because of the fornication which he committed

;

do what thou pleasest to him." And constantine thought

that what they said was true, and he sent and banished this

saint to the city of 'etrakes, and he died there in exile. Woe
be unto the souls of those men who of their evil disposition

separated the Son of God from His Godhead, and drove out

this saint from his office, by means of the evil pretext which

their teacher Satan had taught them. And they became asso-

ciates of a harlot, and they entreated her so well that at length

she uttered lies against the [fol. 164a i] holy man, [saying]
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that he had committed fornication with her, and they made
her swear [this] on the Holy Gospel. But God was not ignorant

about her or them, for after they had driven the holy man into

exile the woman fell sick of a severe sickness, which lasted a

long time. And at length her body withered, and fell into utter

decay; and she knew that the severe sickness which caused her

tribulation had come because of the lies which she had uttered

against the saint ; and she drew nigh to death. And when her

sickness increased she confessed before all the men of the city

of Antioch, and said unto them, *' Saint eustathius is

innocent of this charge. These wicked men gave me much
money, and taught me to utter lies against him, and I swore

an oath falsely on the Holy Gospel. The sin to which I swore I

committied with another man whose name was eustathius,
like that of the saint, and those men taught me to swear the

oath, and when I did so I thought in my heart of that eusta-
thius with whom I had committed fornication, though I

uttered the name of this saint freely with my mouth.'* And
when she had confessed her sin before all the people of the city

of Antioch, they were exceedingly sad. And at the time of the

Eucharist, the priests of the city of Antioch omitted to mention

the name of this saint, and when they had heard the confes-

sion of this woman, they mentioned the name of this saint at

the time of the Eucharist. And Saint JOHN, the Mouth of

Gold, praised this saint in many Homilies and writings which

he pronounced on him on the day of his festival. Salutation

to EUSTATHIUS.

XXVm. Yakatit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint theodore, the Roman (romawi),

became a martyr. This saint was from the city of 'astir, and

he lived in the days of the infidel Emperors maxim us and

MASA BOS, who heard that he did not agree with them in their

infidelity. And they had him brought before them and com-

manded him to worship idols, and to sacrifice to them, but he
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would not obey them, and he said unto them, ''I will not

worship unclean idols, for I worship my Lord Jesus Christ, the

son of the Living God, the Creator of the heavens, and the

earth, and all that is therein." Then they made him promises

of many things, if he would worship their idols, but he neither

accepted their promises, nor submitted to their words, and he

cursed both them and their idols, [fol. 164a 2] And straightway

they were wroth with him, and they commanded the soldiers

to torture him with every kind of torture; and they tortured

him on the wheel, and they cut off his limbs, and they burned

him with fire, and then they beat him severely with whips, and

he endured all these tortures through the might of our Lord

Jesus Christ, which strengthened him. When they were tired

of torturing him they cut off his head with the sword, and he

received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens.

Salutation to theodore.

Salutation to Abraham, isaac, and jacob.

Salutation to the companions of theodore, etc.

XXIX. Yakatit

in the NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint bolikarbos (polycarp) became a

martyr. This saint was Bishop of the city of 'ARM 6 N i (smyRN a) ,

and he sat upon his episcopal throne for many days, until

he became a very old man ; and he composed many Admonitions

and Homilies on the festival of the Holy Birth, and on Death,

and on Sheol, and on the Judgement which was to come upon

sinners, and on our holy Lady the Virgin mary, and on the

operation of the wisdom of our Redeemer, and on the holy

festivals; and he brought to God many souls by his life-giving

teachings. And days of tribulation and persecution having

come upon Christian people, he longed to shed his holy blood

for the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and he commanded his
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people and taught them to be strong in the True and Holy
Faith. And he spake unto them, and told them that after this

[fol. 164^3] theywould never see his face again, because he longed

to shed his holy blood ; and they all wept and sorrowed because

of their separation from him. And they said unto him, "We
will not let thee go, O our father, and leave us orphans ; we will

give our souls for thee.'* And when they were unable to hold

him back, they let him go, and he went out from them, and
departed to the governor, and he stood up before him and con-

fessed the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ; and the governor

tortured him greatly. And the people said unto the saint,

'* Spare thyself. Thou art a very old man.'* And the people

begged and entreated him to go out of the city, and to please

their hearts he said unto them, "I will go out secretly.*' That
night he saw a vision, and it seemed that a man said unto him,

"Why hast thou forgotten thy good resolution to become a

martyr, and hast turned back? " And he appeared before the

governor, who commanded the soldiers to cut off his head,

and they cut off his head with the sword, and he received the

crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. And
certain believing men took his body, and prepared it for burial

in the manner befitting a bishop, and they laid him in a tomb.

Salutation to thee, O bolikarbos (polycarp). Salutation

to Thy BIRTH, O Jesus Christ.

XXX. Yakatit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day was found the head of JOHN the Baptist. Now
HEROD the infidel commanded the soldiers to cut off the head
of the saint, and when they had cut it off, and brought it to

him, he shewed the people that he was sorry for what he had
done [fol. 1646 i] to Saint john, and he left the holy head of

Saint JOHN in his house. And when herod had put away the

daughter of 'aorta and taken herodias, his brother's wife,

the daughter of 'aorta came to her father, and she wept before
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him, and told him what herod had done to her. And 'aorta
rose up, and gathered together his soldiers, and he came to

the country of Galilee, and plundered all their cities and burned
them with fire. When the Emperor tiberiuscaesar heard
this thing [he enquired] and the people told him that 'aorta
had done this thing because herod had put away his daughter.

And TIBERIUS CAESAR was wroth with herod because he
had killed the man who was held to be a great prophet by all

the people of the cities, and had taken his brother's wife, and
because his father-in-law 'aorta had plundered and laid waste
all the cities of Galilee. And tiberiuscaesar sent, and had
HEROD brought to him to the city of Rome, and herodias
with him, after he had buried the head of Saint john in his

house. And when herod came to tiberius caesar, the

emperor removed him from his governorship, and seized all

his money, and sent him to the country of 'an deles, where
he died an evil death. And the emperor sent, and laid waste

his house, and he made it visible to everyone who looked there-

at ; and his house was left a heap of waste, with the exception

of the porch, which had no doors (?), and the pilgrims used to

live there. And at that time two men who were poor in respect

of money, but rich in the matter of the Faith, went to Jerusalem
to worship, and to fast the Holy Fast (i.e. Lent). Now this took

place many years later. And when the evening was come they

went and dwelt in the ruined house of herod, and Saint john
appeared unto one of them in a dream, and told him his name,
and the place wherein was his head; and he commanded him
to take it and carry it to his house ; when the man woke up from
his dream, he told his companion what he had seen. And they

rose up together, and came to that place which Saint john
had pointed out to him, and they found a vessel therein. And
when they had opened it, there ascended to them the odour of

a perfume which was very pleasant, and they found in it the

holy head of Saint [fol. 164 & 2] JOHN, and they were blessed

thereby. And they put it back into the vessel, and fastened up
the mouth thereof, as it was at first, and the man took it with
him to his house, and paid it very great honour, and kept a
lamp burning before it continually. And when death drew nigh



66o THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

unto that man he told his sister about the holy head, and com-

manded her to treat it as he had done ; and she paid honour to

the holy head, and kept a lamp burning before it. And the head

of Saint john was handed on from man to man, until at length

it came to a certain man who was an Arian, and who thought

that the head would perform miracles for him, although he was

of the faith of arius, the infidel. And Saint john raised up

against him a man who was greater than he, and this man drove

him away from that place, and that place lay waste until Abba

CYRIL was made Bishop of Jerusalem, and Abba an ian us

Bishop of the city of khamd. And Saint john appeared unto

Abba an IAN us during his sleep, and told him the place wherein

was his holy head, and Abba an ian us went and fetched it up,

as it were on this day, the thirtieth day of the month Genbot.

This is the second time they found it—on the thirtieth day of

the month Yakatit.

And JOHN, the Mouth of Gold, saith something different to

this, that is to say: When herod commanded the soldiers, and

they had cut off the head of the saint whilst he was in prison,

they brought it to him, and he gave it to the daughter of

HERODiASona platter. And when that unclean harlot touched

it, the hair of the head stood up, and the holy head leaped up

into the air, and was crying out and saying, '* It is not right for

thee to take thy brother's wife," and it continued to fly about

like an eagle, and to utter these words for a period of fifteen

years, when it ceased and was buried in the Sea of Arabia. And

the pilgrims used to dwell in that place. And by the Will of

God there came [fol. 164 & 3] to that place two righteous and

believing pilgrims, who were brothers, and they dwelt in that

place. And Saint john appeared unto them, and told them to

take up his holy head. And they took up his head from that

place, and they carried it away with them to their house, and

paid it great honour. Salutation to thy head, O Saint john.

End of Volume II.
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LIST OF THE SAINTS AND MARTYRS, AND
EVENTS COMMEMORATED DURING THE MONTHS

OF MAGAbIT, MIYAZYA and GENBOT

DAY
I

II

III

IV

V

VI

VII

VIII

IX

X
XI

XII

MagAbIt

PRAXIUS, Bishop of Jerasalem.

ALEXANDER of R6me.
MERCURIUS the bishop.

METHUSELAH.
Abba makarAw!.
GREGORY of EDESSA.

C O SMA S, Archbishop of Alexandria.

barr6ny6s of bAny6s.
The General Council of dAset.
HANULYOS of BERGYA.
SARAPAmON of SCETE.
EUDOXIA, the Samaritan woman.
GABRA MANFAS KEDUS rAbBUN!.
THEODORE, Abbot of DABRA LIBAnOS.

DiOSCURUSof Alexandria.

THEODOSIUS the confessor.

ANTONY and ARKALADIUS.
PHILEMON and APOLLONIUS.
The Emperor THEODOSIUS. »

THEODOTUS of Galatia.

ARIANUS, governor of AN TIN OE, and the four Galatians

who were his fellow martyrs.

MATTHIAS the apostle.

JULIANUS, Archbishop of Alexandria.

The Seven Sleepers.

ANDRIANUS and his wife, eusebius and 'armA, and
forty martyrs.

Abba NOB and 2000 fellow martyrs.

CYTHINUS (or, CUTENIUS).

The Invention of the Cross.

THEOCNITUS.
BASIL, Bishop of the Pagans.

'al:§:f, one of the Nine Saints.

AUSANIUS, EPHRAIM, ARCADIUS and ELIAS.

BALAAM the magician.

DEMETRIUS, Archbishop of Alexandria.



SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING MAGAB!t SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING mIyAzyA xi

,1

III

DAY
XII

XIII

XIV

XV

XVI

XVII

i

MALAziof FfeLTE'tM.
.

JOSEPH, who was healed of a sickness.

The Forty soldier martyrs of SE BA sT I A.

The persecution of MACARIUS the Great, and MACARIUS
the Alexandrian.

D IONY SI US, Archbishop of Alexandna.

CYRIL, the 75th Archbishop of Alexandria.

SINODA (SHENUTI) of BEHNESA.
EUGENIUS, EUGANDARUS and ALIBIDIUS.

The miracle wrought by THOMAS on a woman.

SARA, an Egyptian nun.

SULPICIUS, bridegroom of STRATONICE.
^ ^^

HfeLYAs of 'AHNAs, SEPHINIUS, and the New

GEORGE.
MICHAEL, Archbishop of Alexandria.

LAZARUS, the friend of Christ.

THEOCRITUS the reader.

GREGORY the fighter, TALASIUS, and JOSEPH the

bishop. ^ ^ , , . , . .

The translation of the body of NiKOR, the high pnest.

Abba GARImA, who appeared to MfeLlMO.

ISIDORE, friend of sonA.

ARISTOBULUS, disciple of PAUL.
ALEXANDER the Egyptian.

^ ^

ALEXANDER and AGABIUS of gAZA.
'AMiLASof BUNITdS.
DIONYSIUS of TripoUs.

rAmel6s and thalasius, Egyptian vineyard men.

'ASKEnAfer and his wife MARTHA, and ARCADIUS
and JOHN his sons.

MICHAEL, Archbishop of Alexandria.

Resurrection of LAZARUS.
The Journey of our Lord from Jerusalem to Bethany.

SEGE-SELAst the ascetic.

STRATONICE and her fellow martyrs, 6185 in number.

Consecration of the church of Abba 'askarAn.

Our Lord's visit to Bethany.

The Virgin MARY.
The plot of the high priests against LAZARUS.
LAMECH, son of METHUSELAH.
THEODORE and TIMOTHY.

xxn Our Lord's ride into Jerusalem (Pahn Sunday).

CYRIL, Bishop of Jerusalem.

DAY
XXIII

XXIV

XXV
XXVI

XXVII

XVIII

XIX

XXVIII

XXIX

XXX

XX

XXI

II

III

IV

DANIEL the prophet.

CAIAPHAS and his Council.

MACARIUS, Archbishop of Alexandria.

ONESIPHORUS.
EUPRAXIA of R6me.
PERPEIUS and SArAius.
The washing of the feet of the disciples by our Lord.

Betrayal of our Lord by JUDAS.

MACARIUS of SCETE.
The martyrs of the house of yaslA.
'ammat wAhed and 'ammat hannA, who were

burned to death.

STEPHEN of the bridled mouth and AGATHON.
The Crucifixion of Christ.

HEZEKIAH, Abbot of DABRA LiBAN6s.
CLAUDIUS, King of Ethiopia.

JOHN, Abbot of DABRA LiBAN6s and his fellow monks.

The Emperor constantine, builder of churches.

Queen HELENA.
ABRAHAM, ISAAC and JACOB.

The Annunciation.

The Resurrection of Christ.

The preaching of PAUL in shark6n.
GABRIEL the archbishop.

SAMSON, Judge of Israel. '

Translation of the body of JAMES the "chopped."

JOHN the ascetic.

GABRA MANFAS k£dUS.

MiyAzyA
SYLVANUS, a disciple of MACARIUS of SCETE.
The plundering of the monasteries by the Arabs.

Death of AARON the priest.

MATRONA, JUSTUS and his wife.

SIMON of ALEPPO.
CHRISTOPHER of the dog-face.

MAHALALEEL, SOU of CAINAN.

JOHN, Bishop of Jerusalem.

MICHAEL, Archbishop of Alexandria.

MARKE of Antioch.
•

VICTOR, DECIUS and IRENE and their fellow mart5n:s.

ISAAC the abbot.



zu SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING mIyAzYA

DAY
V

VI

EZEKIEL the prophet. w^qit des
'AFLAMtS, THEODORA, 'ARSANI and WASILDES.

MARY of Alexandria, the hariot.

The appearance of our Lord to THOMAS.

The deaths of ADAM and EVE.

Births of NOAH and DAVID, King of Israel.

JOACHIM, father of the Virgin MARY.

'AGABOS and THEODORA.
METRUF, son of Abba MUSi.

'agAli, 'feRANiandSUSNONYA.
One hundred and fifty martyrs in Persia.

TIMOTHY the archbishop.

ZOZIMAS.
ISIDORE and his fellow martyrs.

SHENUTI, Archbishop of Alexandria.

ISAAC, disciple of APOLLO.
GABRIEL, Archbishop of Alexandna.

The Abbess THEODORA.
JOHN, Bishop of GAZA.
BAKIMOS of Alexandria and SIMON of LANS.

ALEXANDER, Bishop of Jerusalem.

M I CHAE L the archangel.
^ a xt t n c

ANTHONY, Bishop of TAMAW, and EUSANIUS.

GAius and esdras.

JOSHUA and JOSEPH, disciples of MELIUS.

DiONYSIASthe deaconess.

banAdleus.
'aklesotemos and four monks.

MAXIM us. Archbishop of Alexandria.

Consecration of the Jacobite church of St NICOLAS of

mirA.
'AGABOS.

^ XI. T5 ^' 4.

The departure of the soul of JOHN the Baptist.

Queen ALEXANDRA.
'ABIB.

XVI ANTIPAS, Bishop of PERGAMU S.

sabA.

xvn J AME s the apostle.

XVIII EUSEBIUS, a slave.

PETER, brother of 'ebs6y.
The martyrs of tarshish.

DAY
XIX

XX

XXI

VII

VIII

IX

X

XI

XII

XIII

XIV

XV

SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING GENBOT XUl

SIMON an Armenian.

babnudA of denderah in Upper Egypt.

CAROLUS and his wife and daughter.

'ammon!.
The Virgin MARY.
b£rutAw6s (protheus ?) of Athens.

'akresokos, YAK'Asdsand yorAs.
HABAKKUKan Abyssinian.

XXII ISAAC of hArIN.
ALEXANDER, Archbishop of Alexandria.

MARK, Archbishop of Alexandria.

MICHAEL, Archbishop of Alexandria.

xxili GEORGE the martyr.

ROKO.
STEPHANA, the friend of VICTOR.

jcxiv SANA, the friend of ISIDORE.
SANUTyA, Archbishop of Alexandria.

The consecration ofDABRASlNA.
Abba yasd£rA of sinA.

XXV sarA of Antioch and her two sons.

DArA and john the archbishop.

babnudA, THEODORE, and 104 (?) martyrs in Persia.

XXVI SUSENYOS, the SOU of SOSIPATER (?).

JOHN, son of a Ninevite carpenter.

XXVII VICTOR, son of ROMANUS.
XXVIII MELIUS.

BISTOWfeROS (CHRISTOPHER ?) of MAKSUR.
ABRAHAM, ISAAC and JACOB.
wAsLiKds and other martyrs.

XXIX The Nativity of Christ.

'arsAtos the apostle.

ACACIUS, Bishop of Jerusalem.

Abba GAMOS (i.e. the Buffalo) and many fellow martyrs.

MARK the evangelist.XXX

I

II

Genb6t

The birth of the Virgin MARY.
BARTHOLOMEW, the Crown of the Faith.

JOB the just.

THEODORE, disciple of PACHOMIUS.
The twenty-two men who were martyrs with 'l^si.

II



XIV

DAY
m

IV

V
VI

vn

VIII

IX

X

XI

XII

SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING GENB6t

JASON the apostle.

BESOYof BALGET.
^

EUSEBIUS the priest and SEM the martyr.

JOHN, Archbishop of Alexandria.

sosiMA and noda, slaves of victor.

JEREMIAH the prophet.

ISAAC of DEFRA (TIPHRE).

MACARIUS, the Alexandrian priest.

pantaleon, father of ISIDORE. ^

DILAGI (PELAGIA) and her sons SURES, KHERMAN,
YANUFA and santonya.

SALOME of WARAB.
DIONYSIUS and PELAGIA, the Samantan woman,

siNODA the arch-anchorite.

ATHANASIUS, Archbishop of Alexandria.

JOHN.
JOHNof SENHUT.
The company of 224 martyrs who were with JOHN, and

LULIUS and MATTHIAS of SCETE.
DIONYSIUS and his wife and children.

The Ascension of Christ into heaven.

DANIEL of SCETE.
MAXIMUS the martyr.

The Empress HELENA.
BAYDAR and SYLVANUS.

ANANIAS, AZARIAS and MISAEL.
THECLA and PAULA.
ABRAHAM the artisan.

Consecration of the church of Abba misa'EL.
The 358 fellow martyrs of Abba NOB.
JOHN the patriarch.

THEOCLEIA, Wife of JUSTUS.
PAPHNUTIUS.
AbbaASHER.
YARED the hymn writer.

ONESIMA the virgin.

EUPHEMIA.
SOSTHENES and YEKETRAS.
SOPHIA and EUPHEMIA, mother and sister of ISIDORE.
BAKIMOS, ABLANIUS and JULIUS.

The mission of MICHAEL to HABAKKUK.
JOHN CHRYSOSTOM.
iSAKOS, a companion of Jesus.

SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING GENB6t XV

DAY
XII The appearance of the Cross of Light at Golgotha.

MiNAS the deacon, and Stephen.
YARED.
Translation of the body ofTAKLAHAYMANOT.
ARSENius of R6me.XIII

XIV

XV

XVI

XVII

XVIII

XIX

XX

XXI

XXII

XXIII

PACHOMIUS.
SYMMACHUS of FARMA.

SIMON ZELOTES (NATHANIEL).
The 400 martyrs ofDENDERAH.
MINAS the deacon.

HOR, baklawayA, ratings and his wife.

JESUS sirAk.
JOHN the evangelist.

yem£n, son of JOSEPH.

EPIPHANIUS, Bishop of Cyprus.
LUCIANUSof DEGNO.

The Descent of the Holy Spirit.

AbbaGA'ARGf.
_ A /V f\

SINODA.

ISAAC of DABRA MACARIUS.
ISIDORE of Antioch, and 85,007 martyrs.
Abba JOSEPH.
Abuna 'EGzi'fe.

kAleb, King of Ethiopia. '

AMMONIUSof DABRA TONA.
Abba HOR and Abba daramA.
herodA and ZACHARIAS, and their fellow martyrs at

Antioch.

Abba 'am on!.
BATRA WANGEL, Abbot of DABRA LiBAN6s.

The appearance of the Virgin in DABRA METmAk.
Abba MARTIANUS.
AARON the Syrian.

AMOS the prophet.

mardalA.
ANDRONICUS.

JULIAN the apostle.

ENSIA, APHRODITUS, JULIA, THEODORETUS and
tAdros.

JULIAN US and his mother.
The companions of ISIDORE.



XVI SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING GENb6t

DAY
XXIV

XXV

XXVI

XXVII

XXVIII

XXIX

XXX

i

The visit of our Lord to Egypt.

HABAKKUK.
'ABKUfeLXA.
ELEAZAR, son of AARON. ,tT,^A
'AKLEDiS, TiFLAs and DA'AlA MARYU.

SALOME, sister of the Virgin MARY.

COTYLUS, physician of ANTINOE.

Sl^NUS, 'alontrAn, romanus and 250 martyrs.

CONSTANTINE and Queen HELENA.

The planting of sUces from JOSEPH S rod.

THOMAS the apostle.
^ ^ Axr«r x

ALPHAEUS, ZACHARIASand ARSONWA.

JOHN, Archbishop of Alexandria.

LAZARUS.
GtRL6s and his 45 sons who became martyrs.

PAUL and his 45 sons.

ABRAHAM, ISAAC and JACOB.
macarius, a disciple of pachomius.
'AMMATA KRESTOS. r„^«,c
Translation of the body of epiphanius to Cyprus.

SENXAand'AGABOS.

The Nativity of our Lord.

SIMON of Antioch.
,

Abba 'AFSfe, Abba gubA and ISAAC the monk.

ALEXANDER the Great.

MICHAEL, Archbishop of Alexandria.

SISXICORUS.
'ARWA.
DIMADtS.

THE BOOK OF THE SAINTS
OF THE ETHIOPIAN CHURCH

[Brit. Mus. MS. Oriental No. 66i.]

I<

IN XHE NAME OF XHE FAXHER AND XHE SON
AND XHE HOLY GHOSX, ONE GOD

[fol. 3 a 1] With the help of God, and the goodness which is

in Him, we begin to write the book of seneksAr, which

our fathers Abba michael, Bishop of the city of axhribis
and MALIG, and Abba JOHN, Bishop of the city of b£rul£s,
and other fathers and doctors of the Church compiled. This is

the SECOND parx of the book of sen£ksAr, which being

interpreted is, "Collection of all the contendings of the martyrs

and righteous men.'' May their blessing and prayer be with,

etc.

B £ S III 42
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THE SEVENTH MONTH—MAGAbIT
(MARCH7-APRIL5)

I. MagAbIt

On the first day of the month of Magabit, the day and the

night are equal, each containing twelve hours, but afterwards

the day increaseth in length.

On this day Saint barkisos (praxius) became bishop of

the city of Jerusalem. This good father was appomted in the

days of ALEXANDER CAESAR, and he loved the Christians

and this holy father was perfect in all his works. And God

having chosen him for the office of Bishop of Jenisalem he

pastured his people well and truly, like the Apostles. He had

been sitting only a very few days when Alexander died and

after him reigned maximianus caesar, who afflicted the

Christian people with grievous tribulation, and he slew very

many of them, some being bishops. And some of them betook

themselves to flight, and forsook their native lands. This father

fled to the desert, and his people could not find him, and they

set over themselves a bishop [fol. 3^2] whose name was digs.

Then digs died, and they set over themselves another bishop

whose name was agradinus. And when the days of persecu-

tion had passed by, this Abba barkisos (praxius) returned

to the city of Jerusalem, and he found that [his people] had

set over themselves agradinus as bishop. And when he

arrived the people rejoiced in him, and agradinus asked him

to return, and sit upon the episcopal throne, and with great

difficulty he made him sit; and he sat with agradinus for

one year. And agradinus died, and barkisos (praxius)

sat on his episcopal throne. And he became weak and feeble,

and he aged very much, and he asked his congregation to

appoint themselves another bishop, but they refused. Now in

those days there was a certain man whose name was iskan-

DER (ALEXANDER), Bishop of the city of Cappadocia, and he
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came to pray in Jerusalem, and to return to his native country;

and having finished his work and completed the days [of his

visit] he wished to return to his native country. And behold,

a voice was heard in the church on the day of the Resurrection

of our Lord, saying, ''Get ye out to a certain gate of the city

of Jerusalem, and the first man who cometh out therefrom, him
seize and seat on the throne with BARKisds (praxius) to

assist him in his episcopal work." And when the congregation

had gone forth, and had arrived at the gate, they found is-

KANDER (ALEXANDER), and they seized him against his will,

and seated him on the episcopal throne with Abba barkisos
(praxius), to assist him; and he sat with him until he died.

And all the days of the episcopate of this Abba barkIsos
(praxius) were thirty-six years, and all the days of his life

[fol. 3^3] were one hundred and sixteen years. And he Wcis well-

pleasing unto God, and he died in peace.

And on this day also is commemorated the holy martyr
iskander (ALEXANDER). This holy man was from the city

of Rome, and maximianus tortured him very severely, because

he would not be subject unto him, and would not offer up sacri-

fice to his idols. He hung him up by his hands, and tied a very
large and heavy stone to his feet, and he beat him cruelly, and
he made holes in his temples, and placed lighted torches in them.
And when, even under these tortures, iskander (Alexan-
der) refused to submit to his authority, maximianus
ordered his men to cut off his head; and they cut it off with a
sword. And he received the crown of martyrdom in the king-

dom of heaven.

And on this day are commemorated mercurius the bishop,

and the death of matusala (methuselah) the son of

HtNdK, who begot lAmeh. And the days of mAtusalA
(methuselah) were 969 years.

42-2
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II. Magabit

[fol 3&I] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day the holy and blessed Abba makarawi the

bishV b ca^^^ a martyr. This father was of the people of the

Sty orESMUN ZARAYS, in the south of Egypt ^e was one of

its nobles and was appointed Bishop of the city of nakyos.

m^n the days of tribulation came a royal i-^ige w^^^^^^

was YOFANYOS arrived in the city, m order to torture the

Chisrian people. And he heard the report of this ho Y bishop

AbS MAfARAwi, and he sent a message to the P-P^e to^^^^^^^^^

him to him And before this holy father came mto the judge s

presence he entered the church and went to the holy altar, and

StedTp his hands, and prayed. Then he laid the sacred pos-

sessions, and the holy vestments for the consecration of the

eTcW in a certain place, inside the sanctuary. And he begged

Ld eTtreate^ our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory
1
to

protect the Church, and he cried out as he wept loudly, O ye

gates of the daughter of Zion, who will not permit the light of

the sun to rise upon you? Guard ye the sacred Possessions of

the sanctuary of God." Then he went out and departed with

the royal messengers, and arrived before the judge, who asked

him his name, and what city he came from, and what his occupa-

tion was. When the judge learnt that he was Bishop of the

city of NAKYOS, he commanded his men to beat him, and to

degrade him, and to melt silver and lead, and to cast the molten

metal into his face. And God gave him strength to endure, and

fortified him, and raised him up safe and uninjured. After this

the judge sent him to herminius, governor of the city oi

Alexandria, and he commanded his men to shut him up m

prison, and they did so. And God wrought [fol. 3 & 2] very

many signs and wonders by his hands. And among them was

the healing of the son of julius, [governor of] the city ot

'AKFAHAS, whose name was eucharitus and who was

paralysed in his feet and hands; and the holy man prayed over

him and he was healed of his sickness. After this he consecrated
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the Offering in the house of julius, and administered to those

in it the Holy Mysteries; and the people made an agreement

with JULIUS that he should bury his body, and write the story

of his fight. And when herminius, the governor, heard of

the signs and wonders which Abba makarawi wrought, he

commanded his men to torture him. [They broke him on] the

wheel, and cut off his members, and cast him as food to the

lions, and threw him into the sea, and hurled him into a red-hot

oven. And in all these tortures the holy man was victorious,

and he was strong in the strength of our Lord Jesus Christ, to

Whom be glory ! and He raised him up sound and uninjured.

There was a certain sister, a virgin, a ministrant in the church

of our Lady mary, and she had two brothers, one of whom was

called JOHN and the other ISAAC. And they came to the holy

man whilst he was in prison, and they wept before him, saying,

"Thou hast been a father to us in the place of our own father.

Why wilt thou go and leave us widows and orphans? " And

the holy man comforted them, and sent them back to their

houses. And julius advised the governor, saying, "Write

down the story of the fight of this old man, and be at peace."

And he accepted his words, and commanded his men to cut off

the head of Abba makarawi, and they cut off his head with

a sword, and he received the crown of martyrdom in the king-

dom of heaven. And the blessed julius took his holy body,

and prepared it for burial, and swathed it in splendid wrappings

embroidered in gold, and he laid a cross [fol. 363] of gold on

his breast, and sent it with his slaves to the city of nikyos (sic).

There was a fair wind, and the boat sailed swiftly, and it came

and stopped by the gate of the city 'esmun z£rays; and the

sailors wished to move the boat, but they were unable to do so.

And when they had toiled hard, a voice went forth from the

body of the holy man, saying, "This is the place wherein God

is pleased that my body shall rest.'' And they made this known

to the people of the city, who went out to it, carrying palm

branches ; and they carried it in with great reverence and laid

it in their city. And all the days of his life were one hundred

and thirty-one years. Of these he passed eight years in learning

the Books of the Holy Church, and he spent twenty-four years

il;
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in completing his knowledge of the ordinances of the office of

deacon^ Then he was appointed priest, and held this office for

thirty years. After this he was consecrated bishop, and he held

this office for sixty-nine years. And he finished his good fight,

and received the crown of life from our Lord Jesus Christ.

And on this day also died Gregory, the seer of things

hidden, of the city of rohA (edessa). This GREGORY was

in his early life a sinner, and a man of violence. Then he turned

rfol Aa il to God, and became a monk, and he contended

strenuously until God shewed him the abode of the righteous

and their abundant joy, and the sufferings and tortures of each

of the damned.

III. MagabIt

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the blessed and holy Abba cosmas. Arch-

bishop of the city of Alexandria; he was the fifty-eighth arch-

bishop of that city. This father was righteous, and pure, and

exceedingly merciful and compassionate and he was learned in

the Books of the Church, and in the interpretations thereof.

And God chose him for the archiepiscopacy, and to sit upon

the throne of mark the evangelist, and he was enthroned m
the eighteenth year of makter, King of Egypt. And havmg

been enthroned he tended the flock of our Lord Jesus Christ,

to Whom be glory ! in the fear of God and with wisdom. And

he set aside certain of the dues, which were rightly his, and

gave them to the poor, and the cost of building churches was

defrayed by him. When Satan saw him fighting the good fight,

he did not leave him unhated, on the contrary, he contrived to

bring great sorrow upon him, through his own act, in consecrat-

ing as Bishop of the country of Ethiopia [fol. 4^ 2] a man whose

name was peter. Now the bishop, Abba peter, arrived in

Ethiopia, and after he had been sitting a few days, the King of

Ethiopia fell sick. And he summoned the bishop, Abba peter,

SEVENTH month—MAGABIT (MARCH 7-APRIL 5) 667

to his presence, and brought his two sons before him, and taking

the royal crown off his own head, he gave it to the bishop, Abba

PETER, and said unto him, "Behold, I am going to my Lord

Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory ! And behold, my two sons are

before thee. After my death appoint as king the one of them

which thou knowest would rule the kingdom best." When the

King of Ethiopia was dead, the bishop, and the governors, and

the generals, and the royal army, took counsel together, and it

was said among them, ''The younger son will be far better for the

kingdom than the elder." And the bishop appointed the younger

son to be king, and seated him upon the royal throne of

Ethiopia, and the young man sat upon the royal throne for a

few days. In those days Satan entered into the heart of two

monks from the country of Syria, and they went about from

one place to another until they came to the monastery of Abba

ANTON I us, and they dwelt therein for a few days, but were

driven out because of the evil of their works. And the two of

them made an agreement together, that one of them should be

made a bishop, and that the other should assist his companion.

And they rose up, and came to the country of Ethiopia, and

they forged lying documents which they carried with them,

and these documents declared that the two monks had come

from father Abba cosMAS, Archbishop of the city of Alex-

andria. And they went on to say, "We have heard that there

hath come unto you a certain man whose name is peter, and

that he hath made himself bishop. Now we have not [fol. 4a 3]

consecrated him, and we have not sent him to you; on the

contrary, he is an impostor. Now as concerneth the man who

shall come to you with this letter, and whose name is minas,

he is in truth a bishop. We have consecrated him and we send

him to you." And the monks wrote also in that document,

saying, ''peter, the false bishop, hath crowned king the

younger prince, and hath set aside the elder prince, which

thing is not right; peter is a man of iniquity." And these

two false and wicked monks, minas and victor, before they

wrote the forged letter came to peter, the bishop, and asked

him to give them gold, but he would not give them anything

whatsoever. And Satan taught them how to carry out this
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foul and wicked work, and they took the forged letters to the

eWer%ce, who was sitting by himself in a certain place and

a few men were waiting upon him. When he had read these

Lrd ktters he rejoiced exceedingly, and he gathered together

to Wm a very large number of soldiers, and -dJ^. ^^^^^^^^^

letters before them. And he made war upon his brother, the

Wng and he put him in fetters and he himself reigned [m his

sS]. And he likewise put peter the bishop m fetters and

carried him off to a far city, and he seated the impostor minas

on the episcopal throne in his stead. After a few days the

impostors MINAS and victor quarrelled, ^nd victor stole

everything there was in the bishop's house, and fled, and de-

parted to the country of Egypt ; and he denied our Lord Jesus

Christ, to Whom be glory ! and he wasted all the possessions

which he had stolen from the bishop's house m works which

were not well-pleasing unto God. And when cosmas the [fol.

46 I] archbishop heard what MtNAS, the liar, had done, he was

exceedingly sorry, and he wrote a deed of expulsion and

anathematized and excommunicated him. When the King of

Ethiopia heard this he was exceedingly sorry, and he seized

minAs the liar and killed him, and he sent a messenger bidding

PETER the bishop to return from exile, but they found that he

had died in exile. And cosmas the archbishop was wroth and

he wanted to consecrate a bishop for the Ethiopians, but his

successors Abba macarius. and Abba theophanius, and

Abba minAs, and Abba Abraham, would not do so Ana

the King of Ethiopia took the assistant of peter, the bishop,

and said unto hun, "Sit thou instead of thy teacher, and be

bishop
" And he entreated the king, saying, " It is not right

for thee that I should do this, and I wUl not transgress the

Canon of the Apostles, but let me go to Egypt, and I will

beseech the archbishop to consecrate a bishop for you, and 1

will return to you." And the king would not allow him to go

to the country of Egypt, but he took him against his will, and

he arrayed him in episcopal vestments, and he performed

episcopal functions until the days of Abba philotheus, the

archbishop. And Abba cosmas lived to a very old age, and

all his days were filled with peace and prosperity. And he sat
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upon the throne of mark the evangelist twelve years, and he

died in peace.

[fol. 462] And on this day also died barr6ny6s (or,

barf6ny6s) of bAny6s (or, fanyAs).

IV. Magabit

in the name of the father and the son
and the holy ghost, one god

On this day the General Council assembled in dAset, of

the children of 'omar, because of certain wicked men who were

called "Friends of the Jews," and who used to keep the glorious

Paschal feast with the Jews, on the fourteenth day of the month

of Nesan, that is to say the month of Miyazya, when it fell on the

second, or third, or fourth, or fifth, or the Eve of the Sabbath,

or on the first, the Sabbath, each one of whom the bishop of

dAset had banned, but they would not return [to the true use].

And he sent letters to democratius. Archbishop of Rome,

and to serapion. Archbishop of the city of Antioch, and

DEMETRIUS, Archbishop of the city of Alexandria, and to

symmachus, [Arch]bishop of Jerusalem, and told them of the

error of these men. And the four archbishops sent to each of them

a letter, saying, "Do not keep the glorious Paschal feast on any

day except the First Day of the week, and [fol. 46 3] only after

the festival of the Jews." And they excommunicated everyone

who transgressed this command, expelling him or cutting him

off from communion. And eighteen bishops assembled at this

Council, and they brought the evildoers before them, and read

to them the letters of the archbishops. Some of them turned

from their evil counsel, and some of them remained in their

error; these last were anathematized, and excommunicated, and

expelled. And it was ordered that the glorious Paschal feast

should be kept according to the instructions of the holy Apostles

who said, "This day of the Paschal feast shall be the First Day
of the week, the day of the Resurrection of our Lord." He who
will be a partaker with the Jews in their festival let him separate

xAlM
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himself from the Christians. And may God keep them from the

error of Satan, and deliver them from his snares, and from his

wiles through the prayers of those who have pleased God by their

works,ourKingjOHN, and our Queen SABLAWANGtL,forever.

And on this day also hanulyos (hanulius), the governor,

became a martyr in the city of bergya which is on the borders

of Pamphylia. This holy man, because of his love for our Lord

Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory! held his authonty, whilst

BERNYAKOS ruled for DIOCLETIAN. And when hanulyos

(hanulius) stood before diocletian, he proclaimed boldly

the Faith of God [fol. 5 a i] in a loud, clear voice, and he sent

(i,e. ascribed) to God, our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be

praise! many praises, and he cursed and anathematized the

polluted idols. And the governor ordered his men to crucify

him upon a tree, and they did so, and the holy man praised our

Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory ! Who had deemed him

worthy to become a martyr for His holy Name's sake. Then

he delivered up his soul into the hand of our Lord Jesus Christ,

to Whom be glory

!

V. MagabIt

in the name of the father and the son

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father, Abba sarapAm6n, the

strenuous ascetic and abbot of the monastery of Saint Abba

JOHN, of the desert of scete. This holy man became a monk

in the church of Saint Abba john in his youth, and he dwelt

there and ministered to the holy old men, and fought a good

and strenuous fight for thirty-two years ; then he was appointed

abbot of the monastery of Saint Abba john. And he added to

his works of righteousness, and to his ascetic labours, and he

fasted and prayed and kept vigil continually, from the time he

became a monk until he died. When he had held the office of

chief priest for twenty years, he shut himself up in the [fol. 5^2]

church, and up to the day of his death never saw a man again.

He died fifteen years after, and during these fifteen years he
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never ate nor drank, except at the beginning of the Sabbath,

and on the First Day of the week. When the time of his death

drew nigh, the angel of God appeared unto him in the desert,

and gave him a cross of fire and said unto him, *'Take this cross

in thy hand.'* And the holy man said unto him, ''How can I

hold fire in my hand?" And the angel answered and said unto

him, "Fear not, for our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory!

hath not given unto fire dominion over thee "
; and he stretched

out his holy hand and took the cross from the hand of the angel.

And the angel said unto him, "Be strong, and receive the Holy

Mysteries; at the end of the third day I shall come and take

thee.'* And when he woke up from his sleep, he told the holy

old men what he had seen, and they embraced him, and wept,

and entreated him to remember them; and on his part he

entreated them to remember him always at the time of their

prayers. Then he received the Holy Mysteries and died in

peace on the third day. And the holy old men who dwelt near

him swathed him for burial, as was fitting, with the singing of

hymns, and funerary chants, and they buried him in the grave

of the righteous.

[fol. 5^3] And on this day also Saint eudoxia became a

martyr; now her name is interpreted "Peace with good will."

This holy woman was a Samaritan, and she came from the city

of ba'albak, on the borders of basri, in the neighbourhood

of Mount Lebanon, in the reign of trabyan6s (trajan, or,

TIBERIUS), Emperor of Rome. Her father's name was y 6n

a

s,

and her mother's name was tabA bet, and in her early life

she lived by prostitution and lewdness. And she used to

beautify her face, and adorn her person with beautiful orna-

ments, so that she might lead the multitude astray, and make
them fall into sin with her; and by such lewd life she acquired

great riches. And a certain righteous monk, of the men of

Jerusalem, whose name was germanus, heard the report of

her, and he visited her, disguised as one of those who were in

the habit of visiting her. And when he had entered he sat down
with her in the house, and began to rebuke her with serious and

terrifying rebukes, and he reminded her of GAHAnam, and of

- • • •
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the worm that never sleepeth, and the outer darkness and of

each of the fearful punishments which are therem. And she

answered and said unto him, ^Is there a resurrection of bodies

after death? After they have become dust, will they be punish-

ed>" And he said unto her, ''Yes/' And she said unto him,

-What is the proof of this statement? It is not written m the

Law, which God gave unto moses the prophet and to our

fathers, and they did not believe." And he revealed unto her

what is written in the Old and New Testaments concernmg

the resurrection of the dead, on the day of Judgement, and

concerning the punishment of sinners, and concernmg the ]oy

of the righteous. And his words and his rebuke entered her

heart, and she believed that bodies [fol. 56 i] will be raised up

on the day of Judgement. And she said unto him, ' If I turn

from my prostitution will God accept me?" And Saint ger-

MANUS answered and said unto her, "If thou wilt believe on

the Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be praise ! and believe that He

came into the world, and took away the sins of men by His

crucifixion for their sakes, and if thou wilt repent with smcere

repentance from this moment, and wilt be baptized with

Christian baptism, God will accept thee, and will not remember

any of the sins which thou hast committed. Nay, thou wilt

become as thou wast on the day when thou wast born from thy

mother's womb, and there will be opened unto thee the True

Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be praise
!

" And she

asked him to baptize her with Christian baptism, and he took

her and brought her to the Bishop of ba'albak. And she

confessed before him the Holy Trinity, and the Incarnation of

the Word of God, and His Crucifixion and Resurrection. And

the bishop stood up and prayed over the water, so that he might

baptize her with Christian baptism, and God opened the eyes

of her heart, and she saw a shining angel leading her to the

water, and other angels rejoicing and exulting for her sake.

And she saw also faces which terrified her, and a black and

horrible being who tried to drag her from them, and he was

wroth with her. When she saw this sight the desire for Christian

baptism increased in her, and she repented, and straightway

she was baptized with Christian baptism. And she gave all
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the riches which she had collected by her sinful trade to the

poor and needy, and she entered one of the houses [fol. 562]

of virgins, and she put on the garb of the nun, and fought a

good and perfect fight. And Satan entered into the heart of

one of the men who used to commit fornication with her, and

he made an accusation against her to the governor, who com-

manded that his men should bring her before him. And when

she came she stood at the door of the hall, and she found in his

house great lamentation and weeping, for the governor's son,

who was dead. And she came into the house, and prayed, and

entreated our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be praise
!
and He

raised up the son of the governor from death. When the governor

saw this miracle he marvelled exceedingly, and he believed on

our Lord Jesus Christ through her, with a firm belief. After

this another governor, whose name was diogenes, was

appointed in his stead; and he heard the story of this virgin,

and had her brought before him, and she saw standing before

him a certain young man, who was blind of an eye, and she

made prayer and supplication over him, and she made the sign

of the Cross over the eye that was blind, and it was opened

forthwith, and the young man saw clearly with it; and the

governor sent the holy woman away. After this another governor,

whose name was bakinikos, was appointed in the place of

DIOGENES. And he heard the story of the holy woman

EUDOXIA, and had her brought to him so that he might torture

her. And she besought our Lord Jesus Christ to give her a

portion with the martyrs, and the Lord received her petition.

And the governor commanded his men to cut off her head, and

they cut it off with the sword ; and she received the crown of

martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens.

[fol. 563] Salutation to gabra manfas KfeDUS rab-

BUNI who subdued lions, and made wild beasts his servants.

And on this day also died Abuna Abba Theodore, Abbot

of DABRA LiBANOs; he was the fifth of those who sat upon

the throne of Abuna takla haymanot. This father was from

his youth up a habitation of the Holy Ghost, and he was a

follower of the Law of the holy fathers who were before him.

I
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and it was therefore most fitting for him to sit upon the throne

of Abuna taklahaymanot. He brought his days to a close

with strenuous devotion to fasting and prayer, and he fulfilled

all the ordinances of purity even like the angels. And he passed

from the labour of this world to the rest which is for ever.

[Omitted from the Bodleian MS.]

VI. MAGABfT

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint dioscurus became a martyr in the days

of the reign of the successors of muhammad the prophet.

This holv man was a native of Alexandria, and certain men

made him leave the Christian Faith of his fathers, and brought

him into the Faith of the Muslims, and he remained in their

belief for a few days. Now he had a sister in the feyum
(fayyum), who was married to a certain believer, and when

she heard that her brother had abandoned the Faith of our

Lord Jesus Christ she was exceedingly sad. And she sent him

a letter, saying, '*I would rather that news had come to me
telling me that thou hadst died a Christian, nay, I would have

rejoiced therein, than that this news of thee which hath reached

me, telling me that thou art not dead, and that thou hast

abandoned the Faith of Christ, thy God.'' And she added many
other words of rebuke in that letter, and at the end thereof she

said, '*Know thou that this letter [marks] the ending of the

love which was between thee and me. From this time onwards

I will never look upon thy face. Send me no more of thy letters."

When he had read his sister's letter, he wept bitterly, and he

smote his face and tore his beard. Then he rose up forthwith

and girded up his loins, and prayed a long prayer, and entreated

God with many entreaties, and he niade the sign of the life-

giving Cross over himself, and went out from his house and

wandered about in the city of Alexandria. And when the

Muslims saw him they seized him and brought him to the

governor, who asked him what had happened to him; and
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DIOSCURUS said unto him, ''I am a Christian, and I know

nothing [fol. 6a i] except this." And the governor answered

and said unto him, *' Didst thou not abandon the Christian

religion, and adopt ours?" And Saint dioscurus answered

and said unto him, "It is written in the Holy Gospel, 'He who

doth not believe in the Son shall not see life, but the punish-

ment of God shall descend upon him.' For this reason I

believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God.

I was bom a Christian, I will die a Christian." And the governor

was wroth with him, and said unto him, ''If thou dost not

turn from this counsel of thine, I will torture thee very severely "

;

but DIOSCURUS was not afraid of the governor's tortures, and

he did not turn from his good counsel. And the governor beat

him for a long time, and inflicted great pain upon him, and then

shut him up in prison, where he remained for a few days. After

this the governor had him brought out of the prison house,

and promised him, swearing many oaths as he did so, that he

would give him much money if he would turn from his counsel

to the Muhammadan Faith, and that if he did not, he would

bum him in the fire. And dioscurus said, "I will not die

outside the life-giving Christian Faith"; and the governor

commanded that they should bum him. And his men dug a

large pit outside the city, and they filled it with wood, and they

set fire to the wood, and the flames of the fire mounted up to a

great height. And the men of the city beat him sorely and they

gashed his [fol. 6 a 2] body with butchers' knives. Afterwards

they cast him into that fiery pit, and he delivered his soul into

the hand of God and received the crown of martyrdom in the

kingdom of heaven.

And on this day also is commemorated the death of Saint

THEODOSius the confessor, bishop of Corinth, and a native

of Cypms. JULIUS, governor of the island of Cyprus, who had

been appointed by Diocletian, heard the report of this holy

man, and he had him brought before him, and demanded from

him that he should deny our Lord Jesus Christ, and that he

should cast incense to his filthy idols. And Saint theodosius

answered and said unto him, " I believe on my Lord Jesus Christ,
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the Son of the Living God, Whom I worship." And when Saint

THEODOSius would not obey his command, he flogged him

severely and lashed him painfully with whips made of buffalo

hide; then he crucified him, and made gashes in all his body.

And afterwards the governor made him lie upon an iron bed

which had been made red-hot; but none of these tortures

affected him in any way whatsoever. Then they tied to his legs

long iron bands, and dragged him to the prison house, and cast

him into it, and he remained in the prison house until God
blotted out DIOCLETIAN [fol. 6^3] the unbeliever. And [when]

CONSTANTINE the righteous emperor reigned, he commanded
and he released all those who had been shut up in the prison

for the Faith's sake. When they had set free this holy man,

he returned to his country, and he filled his ofiice, and tended

his flock well ; and he died in peace.

[fol. 661] And on this day also died the dwellers in the

desert, antony, and arkaladius.

VII. Magabit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Philemon and ablanius (apollonius)
became martyrs. This holy man Philemon was the jester

and singer of arianus, the governor of antinoe, and

ABLANIUS (apollonius) was his musician; and the jester

and the musician were friends and they wished to become
martyrs. And Philemon the musician took the apparel which

was his and gave it to ablanius (apollonius), and he put

on the apparel of ablanius (apollonius) and went to the

governor, and confessed our Lord Jesus Christ before him. And
the governor commanded his servants to shoot many arrows at

him, and they did so. And after that ablanius (apollonius)
came to the governor, and with him there was a singer who
sang, [fol. 6b 2] and he confessed before him the Lord Jesus

Christ. And the governor was wroth because of this thing, and
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he looked at him, and knew that he was ablanius (apol-

lonius) the musician, and he was sad because of Philemon,
for he had shot him with arrows and he was dead ; and he com-

manded them to shoot arrows at ablanius (apollonius),

and they did so. And it came to pass that whilst they were

shooting at ablanius (apollonius), one of the arrows

glanced back, and smote the governor in the eye, and destroyed

it. Thus the holy men Philemon and ablanius (apol-

lonius) ended their striving and received the crown of life.

And on this day also died the Emperor theodosius.

And on this day also Saint theodotus became a martyr.

This holy man came from the district of Galatia. And he grew
up in the fear of God, and practised asceticism, and information

was laid against him before the governor, and men reported

to him that theodotus was a Christian; and the governor

commanded them to bring him bound before him. And when
THEODOTUS heard [about this order], he came to the governor

without making it necessary for them to seize him, and he

uttered imprecations upon the governor and upon his idols;

and the governor swore, and shewed [fol. 663] him [his] instru-

ments of torture, and [tried to] force him to offer up sacrifice

to the gods. And when the governor saw the firmness of his

courage, he ordered his soldiers to crucify him, and to scrape

the sides of his body until the organs which were therein became
visible; and as he did not die they took him into the prison

house. And they brought him out again, and hung him upon a

cross, and they made new wounds in him, and scraped his sides,

but the holy man accounted the tortures of the governor as

nothing, because his heart was transfixed by the love of God,
and his eyes saw the things which were in the heavens above.

And when the governor saw the nature of his heart, he ordered

his soldiers to cut off the head of the holy man with the sword.

And when Saint theodotus heard of the crowning of his

martyrdom, he went forth rejoicing. And he prayed to God,
and made petition and entreaty unto Him, saying, ''I thank
Thee, O my Lord Jesus Christ, for delivering me from all the

B £ S III 43
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evil which hath followed me, and for casting down into gaha-

NAM those who have risen up against me, and /o^ m^^^^^^^

UD from the gates of death.'' And when Samt theodqtus

had knelt down, the executioner brought a bandage to cover

his eves but Saint theodqtus said, ''A bandage of this kmd

is for those who fear death, but I, through the Name of my

Lord Jesus Christ, do not fear death." And the executioner

drew his sword and cut off his head.

VIII. Magabit

rfol 7a 1] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint arianus, the governor of antinoe

became a martyr. Now, after the holy men philemon and

ABLANius (APOLLONius) had become martyrs, one of the

believers said unto the governor, ^ If thou wilt take some of the

bloodof those saints,andwiltsmearthineeye
therewith, thouwilt

receive thy sight"; and the governor took some of their blood,

and smeared his eye therewith, and he was able to see straight-

way And ARIANUS sorrowed, with a very great sorrow,

because of the evil things which he had done to the holy martyrs

and because he had tortured them with great severity and

unmercifully. And he rose up straightway, and smashed his

idols and believed in our Lord Jesus Christ, and forsook the

torturing of those who believed in Christ. When diocletian

heard the report of arianus, and of how he had behaved he

sent his soldiers and had him brought to him, and he asked him

why he had forsaken the worship of his gods. And arianus

began to tell him about the signs and wonders which God was

working by the hands of the holy martyrs, and how, m spite

of the tortures which he had inflicted upon them, and the cutting

of their limbs, they rose up again with all their natural strength

and health unimpaired. And diocletian was furious with

him because of what he said, and he commanded his soldiers

to torture him, and they tortured him severely. Then he com-

manded them to cast hun into a dungeon, and to lock the door
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upon him until he died; and they did as he had commanded.

And our Lord Jesus Christ sent an angel to him and he brought

him out from that dungeon, and made him to stand by the

[fol. 7a 2] bed of the Emperor diocletian. And the emperor

woke up from his sleep, and when he saw him he was afraid,

and said unto him, ''Who art thou? " And arianus said unto

him, ''I am arianus, the governor of antinoe." And the

emperor was terrified because of him, and he commanded his

soldiers to thrust him into a hair sack, and to cast him into the

sea; and this they also did unto him, and arianus delivered

up his soul into the hand of the Lord whilst he was in the hair

sack. And when arianus was embracing his kinsfolk and his

slaves, he said unto them, "The Lord hath informed me in a

vision of the night that He will heal my body, and restore it

to the city of antinoe." And he said unto them, "Await ye

my body at the port of the city of Alexandria." And when the

soldiers of diocletian had cast his body into the sea, God

commanded a certain whale, and he carried the saint and

brought him to the port of the city of Alexandria, and laid him

down on the dry beach. And the slaves of arianus were there

awaiting him, and they took his body, and brought it to his

city ANTINOE, and they laid it with the bodies of the holy

martyrs philemon and ablanius (apollonius). Thus

ARIANUS finished his good fight, and received the rest of heaven.

Salutation to the four Galatians who perished with arianus.

[fol. ya 3] And on this day also matthias the apostle, one

of the Twelve Apostles, who was appointed in the place of

JUDAS ISCARIOT, became a martyr, having preached in the

cities to which he had gone, and converted the people thereof

to the knowledge of God. Before this he went to a city of the

cannibals, whose food consisted of the bodies of the travellers

who went to sojourn among them. Now the custom of these

men was as follows: Whensoever they seized a traveller, they

used to put out his eyes, and then place him in the prison house,

writing down on paper the day on which they had seized him.

And they fed him in prison on grass until thirty days were

43-2
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fulfilled, and then they would bring him out and eat him. When

MATTHIAS the apostle came unto them, and preached among

them they seized him and treated him in this manner and they

put Jut his eyes, and shut him up in prison Before thirty days

had passed over him in the prison house, God sent unto him

ANDREW the apostle, and his disciple with him, and they came

unto MATTHIAS in the prison house, and they saw the abomin-

able thing which the men of the city did to the men who were

shut up in the prison house. And the men of the city knew that

the apostles had come into their city, and they wanted to seize

them and to kill them; now it was Satan who worked upon the

men of the city to make them kill the apostles. And the apostles

made entreaty to Cxod, and He made a stream of water to

flow forth from under a pillar which was in the prison house

and the water flowed out into the city, and rose up until it

reached the necks of the people, [fol. 7& i] And the people being

in sore tribulation, and having given up all hopes of saving their

lives came to the holy apostles, and wept before them and

confessed their sins. And the holy apostles said unto them,

'^ Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and ye shall be saved
;

and all the people believed. And the apostles admonished them,

and taught them the mystery of the knowledge of the Incarna-

tion of our Lord Jesus Christ. And the holy apostles prayed to

God Who made the water to cease through their prayers, and

then they baptized them in the Name of the Holy Trmity. And

they entreated our Lord Jesus Christ to remove from them the

disposition of wild beasts, and He did so, and they became mild

and gentle folk and ate the food which men are wont to eat

And the apostles appointed over them bishops and pnests, and

they tarried with them for a space of thirty days, during which

they instructed them, and confirmed them in the Right Faith

and then they departed from them. And the people entreated

the apostles to come back to them speedUy. Now Saint Mat-

thias the apostle went to the city of Damascus and preached

therein in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. And the men

thereof took him, and laid him upon an iron bed, and they

lighted a fire thereunder and kept it burning for seven days

and seven nights. And when they came to him to look upon
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him, they found his face shining with a great light, like the

light of the sun; and the fire had not touched him at all, and

his body and the hair of his head, and his apparel, had not in

any way suffered. Then they took deep counsel together, and

they Hghted a fire and kept it burning under the iron bed where-

on the holy man was lying until [fol. yb 2] fourteen days had

passed by. After this [time] they brought him out from the fire,

and they found him sound, and whole, and uninjured; and they

marvelled exceedingly, and they all believed on our Lord Jesus

Christ through Matthias the apostle, who baptized them in

the Name of the Holy Trinity. And he appointed priests over

them, and he tarried many days with them, confirming them in

the Right Faith. After this he died a happy death in one of the

cities of the Jews, the name of which was pi lawon, and they

laid his holy body therein; and very many signs and great

wonders took place through it, and he healed those who were

sick.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba Julian us.

Archbishop of the city of Alexandria; now he was the fourteenth

(or, eleventh ?) of the number of the archbishops. This holy

man was a priest in the city of Alexandria, and he was so

learned and wise that during his days there could not be found

his like in the land of Egypt ; and by the Will of God he was

appointed archbishop. And during the days of his ofiice he

composed Homilies and many admonitory Discourses, and he

taught the people continually, and admonished them, and con-

firmed them in the Right Faith. And he dwelt in peace and

safety during the days of his oflice, and all the days of his

occupation of the throne of [fol. 763] mark the evangelist

were fourteen years, and he died in peace.

Salutation to the seven sleepers who, in order to escape

from the service of dumb idols, betook themselves to a cave,

where sleep overtook them; they are commemorated on this

day. [Omitted in the Bodleian MS.]



'i

\

682 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

IX. Magabit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day became martyrs andrianus (Alexandri-

an usTand his wife, and eusebius and 'arma (herma ?),

and for y martyrs who suffered very severe tortures for the

Name of'our Jrd Jesus Christ, to Whom be P-se! and w^o

refused to worship idols of gold and silver They said We

worship the God of heaven and of earth, our Lord Jesus Christ.

IheT^ard^ they cut off their heads with the sword, and they

feceived the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of heaven.

[fol 8 a I] And on this day are commemorated the twenty

hundred martyrs who [suffered] with Abba nob.

And on this day also died the holy father and ascetic kue-

TEN (CYTHINUS, or, cuTENius). This holy man came from

a district the name of which was bantan Yos, m the country

of Syria. His parents worshipped the stars; his father s name

was NESTOR and his mother's name was theodora, and he

was [born] in the days when the Apostles were preaching in

the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. When this holy man arrived

at man's estate, there appeared in him many virtues, purity,

righteousness, and gentleness (or, humility), and he was ex-

ceedingly compassionate; and he was skilled m every branch of

leamine. His parents wished to make him marry a wife, but

he did not desire to do so. And they settled him in a house and

married him to a wife against his will, but he refused to consort

with her, not because of the law of righteousness, and not because

of weakness of body, but because he hated the lust of the flesh;

and he dwelt with his wife many days but preserved his virgimty.

And he multiplied his prayers, and he petitioned God therem,

and made many supphcations, saying, ^O God, have mercy

upon me in Thy knowledge." And the angel of the Lord ap-

peared unto him as he did unto Cornelius, and he taught

him the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, and he commanded
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him to go to one of the apostles, and to be baptized by him.

And he went and was baptized with Christian baptism, and he

learned all the Law of the Christian Faith, and he received the

Divine Mystery. He heard continually [fol. 8 a 2] the teaching

of the holy Apostle paul, and he acquired from him purity,

and the working of righteousness, and devotion to God's service,

and humility, and the habit of praying continually, and fasting,

and prostration, and vigil; and God gave him the power to

work signs and wonders, and he had dominion over Satans.

And he persuaded his parents, and gave them instruction, and

brought them into the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, and also

his wife, and her parents and kinsfolk. When one of the un-

believers came into the house of idols to offer sacrifice to Satan,

KUETEN (CYTHINUS), the holy man, knew him, and he cried

out against Satan, and he rebuked him, and commanded him

to confess before the people, and to tell them who he was. And
when the holy man forced him, that devil confessed before the

people that he was Satan, and was not a god. And all the

people who were there cried out, saying, "One is the God of

Saint KUETEN (cythinus)," and they believed and were

baptized with Christian baptism. And when the governor,

who had been appointed by Claudius caesar, heard the

report of this holy man, he sent and had him brought before

him, and the holy man confessed our Lord Jesus Christ before

him. And the governor commanded his soldiers to bind him,

and to beat him very severely, and they did so. When the men
of the city heard that the soldiers were torturing Saint kueten
(cythinus), they ran, and they all came to him, and wanted

to kill the governor, because of their love for Saint kueten
(cythinus). And the governor fled from them, and they

released the holy man from his fetters, and they washed the

blood off him, and carried him to his house. And he lived for

many years, and pleased God Whom he loved exceedingly,

and he died in peace. After his death the believers dedicated

a church to his name, and they carried [fol. 8^3] his holy body

into it, and God exhibited many signs and wonders through it.

t
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X. Magabit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day the glorious cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, to

Whom be praise ! appeared twice ; the first time through the

Empress Helena, the mother of constantine, the righteous

emperor. For on this day, the blessed Helena, the blessed of

the Lord—her son constantine having entered the Chns-

tian Faith-went to Jerusalem, and discovered the wood of

the holy Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and many churches,

and the holy churches which were in Jerusalem, were built by

her When her son constantine believed m our Lord Jesus

Christ and was baptized with Christian baptism, the holy

woman Helena went to the city of Jerusalem (and with her

there was a large company of soldiers) and sought for the

Honourable Cross. When she found that there was no one who

would tell her the place thereof, she took an old man, a Jew

and put him under the tribulation of hunger and thirst. And

when he had suffered great tribulation through hunger and

thirst he spake unto [fol. 86 i] Helena, saying, ''Clear out

the site of Golgotha.'' And Helena commanded the Jews

and they cleared out the site of Golgotha. Now the Jews had

taken counsel together, and had issued a decree that all the

offal and filth, which each man cast forth from his house, should

be thrown out on Golgotha, on the tomb of our Lord Jesus

Christ the Nazarene, to Whom be praise !
And the Jews con-

tinued to heap offal on Golgotha in this wise for a period of two

hundred years and more, and until the Empress Helena

came to Jerusalem; and the offal which had been cast out

there made a very great heap. And when the Jews had cleared

it away according as the empress had commanded them, there

appeared in the midst of them three crosses. And because

they did not know which of the three crosses was the Cross of

our Lord Jesus Christ, they brought a dead man, and they laid

upon him first one cross and then the second, but he did not

rise up- and when they laid the third cross upon him he rose up

SEVENTH MONTH

—

MAGAbIT (mARCH 7-APRIL 5) 685

immediately. And Helena then knew that that cross was the

Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, and she and all the believing

people bowed down before it. And it is found [written] in

another book that she sent that Cross to her son; that which

remained was the base wherein the Cross was fixed, and she

sent one half of that to her son, together with the nails. And

she built churches, [and] holy shrines, the decorations and

structures of which are described in the section for the seven-

teenth day of the month of Maskaram. And it came to pass in

the days ofHERACLius, Emperor of Rome, when the Persians

reigned in Egypt, and when the men of Persia wished to return

to their country, that one of their officers passed over [fol.

Sb2] [into Syria], and arrived in the city of Jerusalem, and he

went into the church of the Honourable Cross. And he saw

in it a great light, which shone before the base (or column)

wherein the Honourable Cross was set. And he thrust his hand

into it, in order to carry it away, and there went forth from it

fire which burnt his hand. And the Christians told him the

history of the Honourable Cross, and said unto him, "No one

is able to hold this except a Christian.*' And he took two deacons

and commanded them to take the wood of the Cross, and to

become the guardians thereof; and they laid it in a chest, and

did with it according as the officer had commanded them. And

he took the wood of the Honourable Cross, and he made captive

very many of the men of the city of Jerusalem, and he returned

to his own country. When the Emperor of Rome heard that

Persians had raided the city of Jerusalem, and had carried

away into captivity many men from it, and had taken away

the wood of the Honourable Cross, he was exceedingly sorrowful

because of these things. And the King of Persia returned, and

fought with him, and he slew very many of their men, and he

went round about through all the city searching for the wood

of the Honourable Cross, and he found it not. Now the officer

who had taken it away had brought the two deacons to a certain

place, which was nigh unto his house, and he gave them orders,

and they dug a very deep hole in the ground, and buried the

wood of the Honourable Cross therein, and then he slew the two

deacons. And it came to pass that a certain maiden of the
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children of the priesthood whom that officer had carried away

captive, andwho Hved in his house,was looking out of the window

of his house at the moment when he slew the two deacons, and

buried the wood of the Honourable Cross [in the hole]. And

that maiden went and told heraclius, the Emperor of Rome,

[fol. 863] what the officer had done, and how he had slain the

two deacons, and had buried the wood of the Honourable Cross.

When the emperor heard this he rejoiced exceedingly. And

that maiden guided the emperor, with whom were some of his

soldiers, and bishops, and priests, and they followed her until

she brought them to the place. And they dug there and found

the wood of the Honourable Cross, and they lifted it up out of

the pit, and the emperor, in his imperial apparel, and all the

people who were with him, bowed down before the wood of the

Honourable Cross, and he rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.

And the appearance of and the finding of the wood of the

Honourable Cross a second time, took place on the tenth day

of the month of Magabit. Then the emperor took the wood of

the Honourable Cross with him to the city of Constantinople.

XI. Magabit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint tewokanitos (theocnitus ?) became

a martyr, in the days of the Emperor maximianus. This

TEWOKANITOS (THEOCNITUS ?) was an officer in the army,

and he cast away his belt ; and with him was the blessed woman
ALEXANDRA, and they believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, to

Whom be praise! When maximianus heard this, [fol. ga i]

he was wroth, and he commanded his soldiers to strip off the

apparel of the saint, and to dress him in the clothes of women,

and to place him among the women who wove garments. After

this he ordered them to roll a red-hot wheel over him, and to

crucify him, head downwards. And they also brought a bowl

which was full of boiling pitch, and they set it upon his head,

so that the pitch ran down into his ears; then they took him
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down from the cross, and set him before the Emperor maxi-
mianus, with ALEXANDRA who had been imprisoned with

him. And the emperor commanded them to cut out the tongue

of TEWOKANITOS (theocnitus ?), and to tie a huge stone

to the necks of the saints, and to cast them into the River

Euphrates. And they ended their martyrdom, and the brethren

found their bodies on the river bank, and they buried them.

On this day also basilAos (basil) the bishop became a

martyr. Abba 'arm on. Archbishop of the city of Jerusalem,

appointed this holy man (as well as others) to be a bishop, not

over any one particular city, but he sent him to preach in the

cities of the 'aramawiyan (i.e. pagans) who possessed neither

religion nor faith. And this holy man basilaos (basil)

went to a city of the infidels, unto whom he preached the

Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; [fol. ga 2] and they beat him
and drove him out of every one of their cities. When he came
into the cities of the civilized peoples, and preached in them the

preaching of the Holy Gospel, half of the people believed on

the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the other half of the

people who believed nothing drove him away. And he went

forth outside the city and lived there in a cave, and he made
supplication to God continually for the men of that city, and
prayed that they might come into the knowledge of God, and

believe on His Only Son. At that time the son of the governor

of that city died, (now he was his only son,) and his father

sorrowed for him with a very great sorrow. And the governor

saw his son in a dream standing before him, and he said unto

him, ''O my father, call Saint basilaos (basil) the bishop,

and ask him to pray to our Lord Jesus Christ on my behalf.

And behold I am [living] in great darkness.*' When the governor

woke from his dream, he rose up, and was frightened, and he

took with him the elders of the city and went to the cave of

Saint BASILAOS (basil); and he asked him to come with

him into the city and to pray for his son. And the holy man
accepted his petition, and came into the city, and he prayed

over the grave of the son of the governor, and he rose up forth-

with alive, before them all. And the governor believed on God,

1/1
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our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be praise ! And all the men who

belonged to him, and very many of the men of the city also,

were baptized with Christian baptism by Saint bAsilaos

(basil). Now there were in that city very many congregations

of Jews, and they were envious of Saint basilaos (basil),

and they [fol. 9^3] joined with the men of the city who did

not believe on our Lord Jesus Christ, and they caused the holy

man to come to them. And they rose up against him all together,

and they beat him very severely, and they dragged him through

the city until he yielded up his soul into the hand of God.

And on this day also died Abba 'alef, one of the Nine

Saints. [Wanting in the Bodleian MS.]

And on this day also are commemorated the martyrs AUS-

ANius, and ephraim, and arcadius, and elias.

XII. Magabit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day God sent michael unto Balaam the magician,

when he was called by [fol. 961] BALAKto curse Israel. He
stood before him on the road and frightened him, and at length

his she-ass spake with human speech, and God turned his

cursing into blessing.

And on this day also took place the manifestation of the

virginity of the glorious Saint demetrius. Archbishop of the

city of Alexandria; now he was of the number of the fathers

who became archbishops the twelfth. And the cause of the

manifestation was Saint julianus. Archbishop of the city of

Alexandria, his predecessor. On the night wherein he was to

die, on that same night the angel of the Lord appeared unto

him, and said unto him, "Thou art going to our Lord Jesus

Christ, and he who shall come unto thee on the morrow, having

with him a bunch of grapes, is the man whom it is fitting to

be made archbishop after thee.'' And when the morrow had
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come, this holy and honourable man demetrius came to Saint

JULIANUS, the archbishop, and with him was a bunch of grapes.

And Saint julianus began to say unto the people, "Behold
this man is he who shall be your archbishop after me,'' and he told

them how the angel of God had spoken concerning him; and
when Saint julianus was dead they took demetrius and
appointed him archbishop. Now demetrius had married a

wife, and no man who has ever been appointed [fol. 962]
Archbishop of the city of Alexandria has ever married a wife,

except this holy man. And Satan entered into the hearts of the

people of the congregation, and they talked against the holy

man and abused him because of his wife. And the angel of God
appeared unto Saint demetrius and said unto him, "Inas-

much as some of the people are reviling thee, it is meet for thee

to remove doubt from their hearts, and thou must reveal unto

them thy strife with thy wife. This matter is hateful." And
the angel said unto him, "It is not meet that thou shouldst

save thyself and destroy others for thy sake; but if thou wert

a good shepherd thou wouldst fight to save thy people." And
when the morrow of that twelfth day of Magabit had come,

Saint DEMETRIUS consecrated the Offering, and he com-
manded the people, saying, "Go ye not forth from the church,

but tarry here a little on my account." Then he ordered them
to light a fire in the church, and he sent a messenger into the

place of the women, and had his wife brought out; and the

congregation wondered at his action, because they did not

know what he was going to do. Then the holy man rose up,

and prayed, and walked into the blazing fire and stood up in it.

And he took fire in his hand, placed it in his fillet, and he prayed

again a long time as he was burned by the fire ; now the fire lay

in his fillet, which was unconsumed. Then he called his wife,

and threw some of the fire into her garment, and again he

prayed for a long time, and the apparel of both of them was
not burned in any part. And the congregation marvelled and
gave praise to God, and asked Saint demetrius [fol. 963]
the archbishop to tell them why he had done this thing. And
he told them of his strife with his wife, and how his father had
compelled him to marry against his will, and how his wife
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herself had had no wish to marry. [And he said] "Behold, we

have lived together for eight and forty years, and never once

have we had union. We sleep in one bed, and the same covermg

covereth both of us, and I have never known her as men know

women for one day. And during all this space of days the angel

of the Lord hath come down from heaven each night and hath

covered us over with his wings. I have not revealed this matter

to any man whatsoever during all this space of days, and I

never wished to reveal it at all, but it is God Who hath coni-

manded me to do this in order that ye may be saved from error."

And the congregation marvelled exceedingly at what they had

seen and heard, and glorified God; and they besought the holy

man to forgive them their sins, and their abuse. And the saint

forgave them their error, and said unto them, "This hath not

happened through you, but through Satan, the hater of every

good thing." Then he blessed them and sent them away to

their houses, in peace, and they praised God and thanked Him

that they had seen some of the wonders of this Saint Deme-

trius the archbishop.

[fol. 10a i] And on this day also Saint malazi, of the city

of felte'em, became a martyr.

Salutation to Joseph, who was renewed in his belly.

XIII. Magabit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day forty soldiers, who were holy men, became

martyrs in the city of sebastia. These holy men became

martyrs in the days of alfayanos (elianus) the king, who

was one of the governors of the Emperor constantine.

The emperor appointed him governor over one of the countries

[tributary] to Rom, and he commanded him to protect the

Christians, and to treat them with respect, and to love them.

When ALFAYANOS (elianus) came to that country the
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people found that he worshipped idols, and he commanded all

the people to worship idols; but they rose up and cursed him
and [fol. 10 a 2] his idols. And that night forty soldiers made
an agreement among themselves to go to that governor, and
to receive the crown of martyrdom at his hands. When they
were sleeping the angel of the Lord appeared unto them in a
vision and gave strength and fortitude to their souls. In the

morning they rose up and confessed their faith in our Lord
Jesus Christ before their commander agricolaus, and he
was wroth with them and threatened them, and they were
afraid of him. And he commanded his men to stone them, but
the stones came back upon those who stoned them. And there

was near them a lake of water which was covered with ice, and
near this was a bath. And the governor commanded his men
to throw them into this lake of ice, and they threw them in,

and their limbs were split open by the excessive cold. And one
of them was afraid of it, and he went forth from the lake and
entered the bath house, but he died quickly, and lost his

reward, and did not find what he wished for. And one of the

warders saw forty crowns descend from heaven, and of them
nine and thirty rested on the head of the nine and thirty holy
martyrs ; and one crown remained suspended in the hand of the

angel. Then straightway one of the soldiers who were stationed

there rose up, and he stripped off his apparel, and went down
into the lake with the holy men, and he died and received the

crown which was suspended [in the hand of] the angel. And
the holy men remained in the lake, and some of them were
young, and their handmaidens were encouraging them and
urging them to suffer patiently. And the holy men remained in

the lake [fol. loa 3] for a very long time, but they did not die;

and they did not wish to break their legs in order that they
might not die quickly. And God received their souls, and the

soldiers were not able to break their legs. After this the governor
commanded his men to burn their bodies with fire, and to carry

them away on waggons (?), and cast them into the sea. As
they were carrying them away upon waggons (?), they found
that one of them, a young man, was not dead, and they did not
put him on a waggon (?). And his mother took him, and tried
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to throw him on the waggon (?) with the holy martyrs, but

the warders stopped her, because he was ahve, and he died on

her bosom, and she cast him on to the waggon (?), with the

holy men, and they took him out to the city of s e b A ST i a ;
and

they cast them into the fire, and burnt them, and then they

threw them into the river. On the third day those holy martyrs

appeared unto the bishop of the city of s e b a s ti a, and they said

unto him, *' Go to the river and there thou wilt find our bodies;

carry them away. Go there with the priests, and deacons, and

the people, and bring back our bodies, and bury them in a

beautiful tomb." And the bishop, and the priests who were with

him, set out by night, and they went to the river, and they

found the bodies of the holy martyrs gathered together in one

place like bright stars, and there was no portion of their bodies

destroyed; and they took them and laid them in a beautiful

shrine. And the history of these martyrs was heard in the ends

of the earth, and the people celebrated their commemoration,

and built churches in their honour in all the ends of the earth,

and very many [fol. 10b i] signs and wonders took place

through them.

And on this day also orthodox folk celebrated the festival of

the commemoration of the persecution of Abba macarius

the Great, and of macarius the Alexandrian.

When VALENTINUS ruled over the Empire of Rom, after

VALENO his brother, he afflicted and persecuted the orthodox

believing people, because he believed in the abominable Faith

of MANi, and in the Faith of arius, the evil one, and he

appointed lucius, the Arian, Archbishop of Alexandria, and

drove the Apostolic athanasius into exile. This wicked

man lucius sought out Father macarius the Great, and

Father macarius the Alexandrian, by the command of

WALTES, the king, and had them brought from the desert.

When they came into his presence he spake unto them with

seductive words and with blandishment and flattery and wished

them to enter with him the Faith of arius; but they would

not turn from their Faith at his words, and they were not afraid

seventh month—MAGABIT (MARCH 7-APRIL 5)

of him. And they rebuked him, and argued with him gently

and patiently, and they made him to see from the Holy Scrip-

tures the rottenness of the Faith of arius, and the wickedness

of his [fol. 10b 2] words. And straightway he banished them to

a remote island between Romya and Constantina. And they

made ready an Alexandrian ship and soldiers, and they set

guards over them, who bound them with fetters of iron, and

treated them cruelly in every possible manner. When they

arrived at the island, the guards set them before the king of

the island, who was an evil man, and a servant of Satan;

moreover, he had corrupted the men of the island by his

sorcery, until at length they worshipped him, and made him a

god ; and they used to bow down and worship him. When the

king saw the fathers, he [tried to] compel them to worship him,

but they would not yield to his command. Nay, they entreated

him to turn from his error. But he would not turn at their

words, and he shut them up, and put them in prison, and

inflicted many severe punishments and tortures upon them,

and he afflicted them most grievously. And our Lord Jesus

Christ appeared unto them, and encouraged them, and gave

them strength to endure patiently. And when God wiUed that

their virtues should become manifest, Satan seized the daughter

of the king, and tortured her with so many tortures that her

father and her mother sorrowed greatly. Now there were in

the city many Satans, who manifested themselves boldly, and

who cried out and said, "What have we to do with thee, O
MACARIUS, and thy companion whom they have exiled from

their country?" And the Satan who had authority over the

daughter of the king cried out, saying, ''If macarius and

his companion do not come hither, I wfll not go out of the

king's daughter." When the king and those who were gathered

together about him heard this, they marvelled; and they

brought MACARIUS and his companion before the king. And
when they had come to him [they manifested their power] over

the unclean spirit which dwelt in the king's daughter. And the

king enquired of them concerning [fol. 1063] their business,

and they told him everything which had happened unto them,

and he entreated them on behalf of his daughter and asked

B E S III 44
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tbem to heal her. And they rebuked t»- -d^-j^XThS
" Seeine that thou art but a man why dost thou make tnyseii

a?od^ I it be thou who hast created the heavens and the earth.

U^is met that thou shouldst thyself save thy daughter

And sTraiehtway they prayed to our Lord Jesus Chnst, and

fhey cS -^tL deVJm the king's daughter -d as he

deil was leaving her. he cried out and reviled the king^nd the

Slole of that island, for their works of miquity When ^^^

Tmg and the multitudes saw this, they cried out and said We

Sfeve in the God of these holy men. for we know that ^e^ is

no other god save theirs in heaven and earth ,
ar^d the noiy

fathers laught them the Faith of our Lord Jesus Clmst^ And

rr rmt:i"tf\tCra^d Laled then^^^d they also

gave relief to, and healed many men whom the devds had

feized and they continued to do so for many days^ After this

fhev pXd down the temple in the city, and punfied the ite

thereof and thev buUt there a church, for the site was fa^

and spacSis. And the king commanded and the people brought

Sere a countless quantity of gold and silver and sUk vestments

aid everything which was necessary for the furnishing of the

Snct^S of God. And our holy fathers commanded cunning

worSn metal and smelters to make tweWe Ws, each of

which weighed a letra, and to engrave on them [foL
"« IJ a

pj^rairof our Lord Jesus Christ, and a portrait of our holy

fS; MARV. the Vir^n. and portraits of the two great angd

MICHAEL and GABRIEL. And they Ordered them to make

twelve bases (or stands) for the twelve vessels, and twelve

vlssds id twelve .... and twenty-one crosses, each one o

wMch r^ghed] three letra. And they ordered them to paint

S^ enSe) three shrines (?), and everytWng winch was

Sered for the ark of the testimony was complete, and all the

:;Ss thereof ; and the remainder of the money they distab^ e^

among the poor and needy. And it came to pass that on the

Sth day of the month of Ter. the day whereon our Lord

JesuTchrist'^was baptized, [the holy men] ordered the peoi^e o

the city to go down to the sea-shore, and to gather themselves
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together there. Now they had brought with them the holy oil,

with which they had filled a vessel, when they were exiled from

Alexandria. This oil had been preserved from the days of the

Apostolic ATHANASius, for LUCIUS the Arian had not found

it. Thus God had preserved it all those days, and it had re-

mained there, and nothing had injured it; and this took place

by the command of the Holy Ghost. At the moment when

MACARius made the sign of the Cross with the holy oil over

the place of baptism, the water bubbled, and became like that

which boiled by the heat of fire in a cooking pot. And mac-
ARius poured olive oil and meron oil over the face of the water,

and it became like shining stars, and there appeared from it

light like unto the light of the sun. When the king and the

people assembled saw this they were afraid. And our Lord

Jesus Christ appeared from out of heaven, and JOHN the

Baptist, and the holy angels at the consecration of the water,

and the people were baptized in the Name of the Father and

the Son and the Holy Ghost. And straightway there rose up

a beautiful aroma which was sweeter than that of any perfume.

When the saints saw this they fell down upon [fol. 11a 2] their

knees, and remained there. And macarius made supplication

to God as he knelt upon his knees, and said, ''My Lord, I

beseech Thee to let Thy mercy find me, and to allow the con-

secration of this tabernacle, and the vessels thereof, to be per-

formed by thy Divine Hand." And the Lord said unto him,
" I consent." And the Lord tookthe merona {sic) oil from the holy

father, and He laid it in His right hand, and He consecrated

the Tabernacle, and the vessels thereof. And He said unto

Father macarius, ''I command thee to consecrate three

ambulacra, and I am with thee. And thy companion macarius
shall serve with thee in this holy service; the first ambulacrum,

the middle one, shall bear the name of mary, who gave Me
birth, the Virgin; that on the right shall bear the name of Holy

Cross; and that which is on the left shall bear thy name, for

thou hast shed thy blood for My Name's sake, through lucius,

the evil one, in this island." And when the blessed men began

to do as the Lord commanded them, david and the angels

sang, and sanctified with their words the men of this island;

44-2
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and when the people heard the beautiful voices, they marvelled

and praised God. And our Lord Christ also commanded Saint

MACARiusto carry the Offering upon the Tabernacle, and to

consecrate [it]. And macarius said unto Him, '^O my Lord,

command peter, the chief of the Apostles, to consecrate this

day, for on this day, for the first time, the Offering is carried

about, for Thy Name's sake, in this island." And our Lord

said unto him, " It is meet for thee [to do this]. It is thou who

hast sown in this island, and it is I Who give the increase.

Hast thou not heard what I have said by the mouth of PAUL

my disciple. He who soweth and toileth is he who shall eat his

fruit early." And when Father macarius began to consecrate

there stood with him the holy fathers peter on his right hand,

and [fol. ii«3] mark on his left, and all the Apostles sur-

rounded them to help him, and macarius the Alexandrian

was deacon. And paul read the Book of paul (i.e. the

Epistle), and john read the Apostle (sic) (i.e. the Gospel), and

LUKE read the Acts of the Apostles, and david read the

Psalms, and our Lord and God read the Gospel, for His me-

morial, which is to be adored, and the Holy Spirit came down

in the form of a white dove upon the bread and wine
;
and they

set forth the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, to

Whom be praise! And when the holy man put his fingers

round the cup, they became the colour of blood. And all the

hosts of the cherubim spread out their wings over the Taber-

nacle, and MICHAEL and GABRIEL and all the Apostles came

to help them. And Father macarius and macarius the

Alexandrian became like each other in form, and they gave

the Holy Mysteries to the people. And after the Offering was

administered, our Lord Christ took the form of Father mac-

arius, and He sat down above the throne from which the

Gospel was read, and His face shone like the sun, and He gave

the benediction to the people and returned into the Tabernacle,

and His disciples with Him. And again after seven days our

father macarius prayed to the Lord and made mention

concerning the stablishing and the maintenance of the Church.

And our Lord appeared unto him and said unto him, *'Thou

art he who art worthy before Me of this great glory." When
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the old man heard this he bowed low before the Lord, and he

wept bitterly, and said, ''Remember, O Lord, what Thou didst

say unto me: I will take thee back to thy sons the monks of

DABRA sihAt, and thou shalt see them before thou goest

forth from this body. And if I do not go back they will say,

MACARIUS hath forsaken the [fol. 1161] monastic life and
hath become a Patriarch." And the Lord said unto him, "O
MACARIUS, I will fulfil for thee all the desire of thy heart;

bring one of thy sons whom thou wouldst choose to be Patriarch."

And the holy man said unto Him, "Thou, O Lord, knowest

hearts, look then at the aged metal-worker, for he is strong in

the holy Faith, and he hath never known intercourse with

women." And our Lord said unto him, ''Let it be as thou

sayest; in truth he is a good man." Then the saint called this

metal-worker, and took him nigh the Tabernacle, and Saint

MACARIUS the evangelist came, and laid his hand upon the

metal-worker, and made him a deacon; then he appointed him
a priest, and after that he raised him grade by grade until finally

he attained the office of archbishop. And he named him john.
And all the heavenly host cried out three times, saying,

"Worthy, worthy, worthy is JOHN, the archbishop, the son

of MACARIUS, the new sprout of mark the evangelist"; and
the king and all the people heard these words. And our Lord
opened the eyes of the mind of john the archbishop, and he

gazed after our Lord Christ as long as he was able to see Him,
and he uttered many words. And he saw the sanctuary filled

with the spiritual hosts, and the prophets, and the holy apostles.

And our Lord Christ called Abba macarius the Great, and
Abba MACARIUS the Alexandrian, and He said unto them,
" Blessed are ye, and blessed shall be the men who shall remember
you upon earth, and they shall inherit life everlasting. And I

swear unto you by Myself that whosoever shall suffer because

of the toil which ye have endured for My Name's sake in this

island, and shall see it and shall declare it in the church as he
praiseth Me, he who hath heard from his (?) father [fol. 11b 2]

all good things, such shall never lack anything. And I will

deliver them from all their tribulations, and I will forgive them
their sins, and at the moment of their departure from this
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world I wiU send the angels of mercy to take their souls to

everlasting pleasure, and to My kingdom, which ye have

imagined. And in every religious house, or city, or church, or

building of the orthodox wherein this story shall be proclaimed,

I will dwell, and I will set My blessing, and My peace therein,

untU the end of the world. Whosoever shall contradict this

history it would be better for him if he had never been bom

upon the earth. If they repent truly I wUl forgive them

Verily I say unto you, as ye have confessed Me before men I

will confess you before My Father Who is in heaven, and before

the holy angels.'' And again He said unto them, '' The time hath

come for you to return to your city"; and He gave them the

benediction, and went up into heaven. Then straightway the

blessed fathers gathered together all the people, with the king,

and told them that they were going to return to their own

country, and they commanded them to keep all the Law of

our Lord Christ, and to honour john the archbishop. And

they committed to their charge many things, and exhorted

them to turn neither to the right hand nor to the left from the

True Faith. When the people heard them they were dis-

mayed, and they wept bitterly, and the holy men wept together

with them; and they dismissed them in peace, and blessed each

of them. And straightway an angel of the cherubim came, and

lifted them up, and carried them on his wings, and m a single

night brought them to Alexandria and let them descend into

the city before the gates of the monastery of Abba timothy

the archbishop [fol. 116 3] at dawn on the First Day of the

week When Abba timothy heard of this, he rejoiced with

an exceedingly great joy, and when he saw them again he wept

with many tears, and bowed down to the fathers. And they

also bowed down before him, and they embraced each other

and they conversed about what had happened to them, and

they told him of the conversion of those foreign peoples to the

Lord and of the wonders which had taken place. And the

archbishop marvelled, and all the people who heard marvelled

and they praised God; and macarius the Egyptian, and

MACARius the Alexandrian, remained there eight days. And

the angel of the cherubim appeared again, and he carried them
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on his wings and brought them to dabra sihat, and a

cherub cried out in the air, saying, "O sons of Abba macarius,
behold your father hath come back from exile, bearing the

fruits of the Holy Ghost"; when the monks heard this, they all

went forth from their cells; now the monks were in number

fifty thousand. Among them was Abba john the ''Short,"

and Abba b£s6y, and they embraced his hands and his feet,

and they wept bitterly when he told them all that had happened

unto him. Then they rejoiced because they saw his face again,

and he rejoiced vidth them, and blessed them in the Name of

our Lord Christ. Therefore it is meet for us who are of the

Faith of our Lord Christ, and all the men of Romya, and of

every city and country, to rejoice on this day. And we com-

mand you to make it a festival each year, as a memorial of

those fathers who fought strenuously, like peter and paul,

and those who shed their blood for the Name of our Lord Christ

our God, that is to say Abba macarius the Great and his

spiritual brother [fol. 12a i] macarius the Alexandrian. It

was the thirteenth day of the month of Magabit on which

LUCIUS exiled them from the city of Alexandria to the island

which we have already mentioned, and it was on the same day

of Magabit on which they returned, and arrived in the city of

Alexandria.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba dionysius,
the fourteenth Archbishop of Alexandria. This holy father had

parents who were pagans and unbelievers, and he studied

many kinds of learning, for his father belonged to an honour-

able family. Now his father took great care of him from his

youth up, and he taught him every kind of learning and vnsdom,

and at length he became a teacher of the pagan sages. As he

was sitting down one day, behold a certain old woman, who
was a Christian, passed by, and she had with her a quire of a

book containing an Epistle of Saint paul the apostle; and
she said unto him, ''Take this quire, and buy it from me." And
when he had read it he found in it strange speech, and he found

that it was admirable. And he said unto her, "For how much
wilt thou sell it? " And she said, ''For one dirham of gold" ; and
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he gave her three dirhams of gold, and said unto her, *' Go, seek

and find the rest [fol. 12^2] of this book and bring it unto

me." And she went and brought him three more quires, and

he gave her nine dirhams of gold. And having read them through

he found the book to be [still] incomplete, and he said unto her,

"Go, and search for the rest of this book." And she said unto

him, " I found these quires among my father's books. If thou

dost want a complete Book of paul the apostle enquire among

the men of this church." And he said unto her, ''If I were to

enquire of them would they give it to me?" And she said,

"Yea." And he went and enquired for the Book of paul the

apostle of one of the priests, and he gave it to him, and he read

it, and he learned it by heart, and he used to recite it openly

without the book, saying, "Believe on our Lord Jesus Christ."

Then he went to Saint Abba demetrius the archbishop,

and he asked him to baptize him with Christian baptism, and

DEMETRIUS taught him everything he wanted, and baptized

him, and dionysius became perfect in the doctrine of the

Church; and Abba demetrius made him a teacher of the

children of the Church. When yarokla was appointed arch-

bishop, he made this man his deputy in the city of Alexandria,

and he dispensed judgement among the believers; and he gave

him authority to administer the work of the archiepiscopate.

\\lien Saint Abba yarokla died, all the people agreed and

they appointed this father. Saint dionysius, Archbishop of

the city of Alexandria, and he protected his flock well and

carefully. And great tribulation and much sorrow came upon

him during the days of his office, for he was appointed during

the days of the reign of phi lip, [fol. 12 a 3] who was a lover of

the Christians. And when decius rose up against phi lip,

and made war on him, he conquered him and slew him, and

reigned in his stead. And he afflicted the believers with a very

great affliction, and slew many martyrs among the archbishops

and bishops, and others. And very many men fled in fear and

terror, and came into the desert, where some of them died.

And the soldiers of this emperor seized this father, and they

treated him with very great indignity. Then gerlaw6s
destroyed that infidel, and reigned in his stead ; and in the days
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of this emperor the affliction of the sons of baptism diminished

and died down. When he died and Valerius reigned in his

stead, the persecution of the Church broke out again. And his

governors seized this holy father, and shut him up in prison,

and tortured him with manifold cruel and severe tortures.

Then they required of him to worship idols, and he answered

and said unto them, "We will not worship idols, and we will

only worship God the Father, and His Son Jesus Christ, and

the Holy Spirit." And the emperor was exceedingly wroth with

him, and he killed many men in front of him, in order to terrify

him ; but the holy man was not afraid of him ; and the emperor

banished him and he remained in exile for many days. After

this the emperor brought him back from exile, and he said

unto him, "I hear that thou dost consecrate the Offering

secretly by thyself." And the holy man answered and said

unto him, "We will not give up our prayers, and our consecra-

tion of the Offering neither by night, nor by day." Then the

holy man returned to the people who were with him, and he

said unto them, "Go ye [fol. 126 i] and consecrate the Offering,

and even if I am remote from you in the body, I shall be

thinking of you in the spirit " ; and the governor was wroth and

sent him back into exile. And God raised up against this

infidel a host of barbarians, and he was afraid of them; and

they slew him and gave the empire to his son. And his son

was an exceedingly wise and an understanding man, and he

released all the believers whom his father had shut up in prison,

and he brought back those who were in exile. And he wrote a

letter to the archbishops, and to all the bishops, and he said

unto them, "Fear ye not, neither be afraid. Open your churches

and light your lamps, for no evil whatsoever shall befall you."

And this holy father lived the days which remained to him in

peace and quietness. In the days of this father there arose

many disputes because of the Faith. Certain men of error

appeared in the country of Arabia, and they said with the

wickedness of their deeds, "The soul dieth with the body, and
then riseth up with it on the day of the Resurrection." And a

Council assembled to deal with them, and the members thereof

anathematized them, and cut them off. And again others were
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[in favour of] sabellius. When this Father dionysius

had grown old, there appeared paul of Samosata, Archbishop

of the city of Antioch, who denied the Son. And a Council

against him assembled in the city of Antioch, but Father

DIONYSIUS did not come with them because of his old age,

he sent an epistle full of all kinds of learning, and grace (or,

courtesy), and he revealed therein the True [fol. 12b 2] Faith,

and counsel and goodness. When he had arrived at a good

old age he departed to God, having sat upon the throne of

MARK the evangelist twelve years.

XIV. Magabit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day took place the death of the holy father cyril,

the seventy-fifth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria ; he was

called the son of our beloved and acceptable priest david,

the son of lekuelekue. This father was a native of the

district of the fayyum, and he was made a priest there. Then

he departed from the fayyum and came to dabra fiktor
(victor), the martyr, which is outside the city ofMESR(cAiRO)

by the Well of the Ethiopians, and he dwelt therein for many
years, and fought a strenuous fight there. This father was an

excellent man, and a man of learning, and he possessed very

many books of doctrine, and he interpreted them by means of

his fine imderstanding. And he came to the court of mawa'!
(i.e, the 'umayyad khalifah, mu'awiyah, a.d. 661),

the perfect king, before he was appointed to his office of arch-

bishop. And a large company of Muslim doctors, and their

teachers, held a debate with him, and they obtained [fol.

1263] from him wise answers, and he replied clearly, and

satisfactorily, to every question which they put to him on any

subject. And the report of his learning and holiness having

become noised abroad, the people seized him against his will,

and made him Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. And he

protected his flock, and he laid down rules which were suitable

III

^
SEVENTH MONTH

—

MAGAbiT (mARCH 7-APRIL 5) 703

for priests when they ministered in churches at times of prayer

and the consecrations of the Offering. And this father sat as

archbishop for six (or, seven) years nine months and ten

days; and he died at the third hour and was buried in dabra
sem'a.

And on this day also died Abba batlSs. This holy man
was one of the most excellent aged monks. When he heard

the rumour that Saint johnmahari was accepting the words

of the informants against the monks, he left the monastery,

and came to Alexandria and he wrote down the names of all

its whoremongers. And when he was working with those who
laboured, and received his wages, he would buy a sartk (i.e. a

small cake made of cheap flour) for a termus (i.e. a very small

copper coin), and eat, and what was left over he would take

and send to one of the harlots, and give it to her and say unto

her, "Make thyself ready for me this night, for I will pass the

night with thee." And he would pass the night with her, that

he might keep her from sin, and on her behalf he would rise up,

and pray and perform prostrations, and make supplications

imto God. When the morning came he would make her swear

not to tell anyone what he had done [during the night], and

then he would go to his work. And he continued to go each

day to one of the harlots, and behave in this wise. And one of

the harlots revealed what he did [during the night], [fol. 13a i]

and a devil seized her, and she perished. And certain men said,

*'God hath treated this woman rightly, for she told lies concern-

ing this wicked old man.'' And a woman said, ''There is no

blemish in this old man, on the contrary he gives us money,

and keeps us from fornication." When the other harlots heard

[this] they were afraid to confirm her words, and thought that

they might perish as she did. And they began to revile him.

And he said unto them, "I possess not flesh like [other] men.

Is God wroth with the monks that He should let them die

through lust?" And they said unto him, ''Bring forward a

woman, and change apparel with her, for that is more suitable

for thee." And he said unto them, "Yea, I will willingly dress

as a woman, and lay aside evil days. Get ye from me. What do
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ye want? Hath God set you over me to be judges? Take care

now for yourselves, for ye will not be punished for me. For

the Judge is one and the day is one." And this holy man was

accepted by God, and rejected by men. The harlots derived

benefit from him and they forsook harlotry; some of them

followed the ascetic life, and some of them made lawful marriages.

One day as he was going out from one of their houses, he met

a man who wanted to come in to visit the woman inside, and

he smote the holy man with his hand, saying unto him, "Thou
old man ! How long art thou going to continue in this wicked

work?" And one day a certain man came into the house of

this old man, and he found him lying down as it were asleep,

but he had delivered up his soul to God. And on the floor of

his house were written some words wherein [fol. 13 a 2] he said,

"O men of Alexandria, condemn no one before his time; his

opportunity [for explanation] will be when God cometh."

And on this day also died Abba sinoda the martyr. This

holy man was a native of the country of behnhasa (beh-

nesa), in the land of Egypt. And certain men laid information

against this holy man before maximianus, a governor ap-

pointed by DIOCLETIAN, and they said unto him, '* si no da
is a Christian, and he doth not worship idols." And the governor

had him brought before him, and he questioned him concerning

his Faith, and the holy man confessed before him our Lord

Jesus Christ, and declared that he was the True God. Then

the governor commanded his soldiers to lay him out upon the

ground, and to beat him with the rods which they carried in

their hands; and they did so until his flesh was cut into strips,

and his blood ran over the ground like water. Then they

dragged him along the ground by his feet, and cast him into

the prison house, which was dark and stank vilely. And
MICHAEL, the angel of the Lord, appeared unto him, and

strengthened him, and made him whole, and healed his wounds,

and he said unto him, "Be strong, fear not, for crowns of glory

have been prepared for thee because of thy toil. Thou wilt

be condemned to suffer great tortures, but I will be with thee

according to [fol. 13a 3] God's command unto me"; then he
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disappeared from him. When the morning had come, the gover-

nor commanded his soldiers, saying, "Go and look at that

wicked man who transgressed the imperial commands, and if

he is dead cast him out to the dogs." When the soldiers came
to him they found him standing up praying, and they told the

governor about him, how he was whole, and unharmed, and
how there was no trace of any pain in his body, and how he

was praying with great fervour, like a man who was full of joy

and health, and had never submitted to torture at any time.

Then the governor had him brought to him and he marvelled

at his life (vitality?). Then he had his clothes stripped off him,

and he saw that his body was whole and uninjured; and he was
amazed and said, "This is a great magician whose like I have
never seen before." And he ordered his soldiers to crucify

sin 6 DA, head downwards, and to light a fire under him; and
they did this. Afterwards they tortured him on the rack, and
beat him with large whips which caused him much pain. When
the governor was tired of torturing him he commanded his

soldiers to hack him in pieces with swords; and they hacked
him in pieces with swords, and cast him to the dogs, but the

dogs would not come near him. When it was night the believers

carried him off in secret, and they wrapped him up in new
cloths, and in many tomb wrappings, and they laid him in a
coffin and buried him ; and many signs and healings of the sick

took place through his body. And he received his crown of

martyrdom in the kingdom of heaven.

[fol. 136 i] And on this day also eugenius, and eugan-
DARUS, and alibidius (abiladyos) became martyrs.

These holy men were Christians, through their fathers and
mothers. And they walked in the path of God, being learned

in all Divine learning, and Saint 'arm 6s, Archbishop of the

city of Jerusalem, chose them, and made them bishops, not
of any known sees, but he sent them to preach the Gospel in

all the cities. And they preached in many cities, and the

unbelievers in one of the countries seized them, and beat them
very severely, and mercilessly, and they stoned them, and then
they tied ropes to their shoulders, and dragged them along the

M
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ground. And as they were being dragged along they were

beaten until they died.

And on this day also thomas the apostle worked a miracle

upon a woman with whom a devil had had intercourse for a

period of seven [fol. 1362] years, for she cried out to him,

saying, "O apostle of our Lord Christ, deliver me from the

enemy who afflicteth me sorely." And he said unto her, "By
what means hath he found thee?" And she said unto him,

"As I was going forth from the bath he met me in the form of

a man who was hurried and excited, but his words were clear

and distinct, and he said unto me, Xome, let us have inter-

course together, and do for me all that a woman can do/ And I

said unto him, 'I do not want to have intercourse with thee;

leave me.' When I fell asleep at night he came and had inter-

course with me, and when I try to flee he afflicteth me. I

know that devils and Satans tremble at thy prayers, therefore

pray for me and deliver me from my tribulation." When the

apostle heard this he prayed for her and he anathematized

the Satan, and he went forth from her. Then thomas made
the sign of the Cross over her, and he administered to her the

Holy Mysteries, and he sent her away to her kinsfolk.

XV. MAGABiT

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy and righteous and ascetic woman,

SARA the nun. This holy woman was a native of Upper Egypt,

and her parents were Christians, and they worshipped our

Lord [fol. 1363] Christ. Her parents were exceedingly rich,

and besides her they had no other child. And they educated

her in all the doctrine of Christ, and they also taught her to

read and to write, and she was always reading all the Books of

the Chiu"ch, more especially the histories of monks and nuns.

And because she was ever occupied in reading these histories,

she desired to assume the spiritual garb of the nun. And she

1
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went to one of the nunneries of Upper Egypt and dwelt there

for many years, and ministered to the virgins. At length she
assumed the garb of the nun in that house, and she fought
against the lust of Satan for thirteen years, and at length
conquered Satan. And by reason of the intensity of her pure
love [for Christ] her body became weak, and Satan wished to

overthrow her by pride. And he appeared unto her as she was
standing in the court of the house praying, and he said unto
her, ''Rejoice, O sara, for thou hast vanquished Satan." And
she answered and said unto him, "I am a feeble woman, and I

am not able to conquer him. It is not I who have conquered
him and driven him away, but my Lord Jesus Christ." This
holy woman used to teach the virgins who were with her much
profitable doctrine, and many things, and she said unto them,
"I never set my foot upon the steps of the ladder, and I never
go up on the other part of it without thinking I may die before

I reach the top of it, so that the Enemy may not lead me astray
through [my] length of days." And she also said, ''It is better
for a man to shew mercy, for even supposing that he sheweth
mercy merely for the sake of men, [fol. 14a i] if he sheweth it

continually, he will at length enter into the good will of God."
And she spake many other "Sayings" which are written in the
History of the aged monks. And this holy woman continued to
lead a life of stem ascetic strife. Her cave was on the bank of

the river, and she dwelt therein for seven years; no one ever
saw her any day, but she saw everyone. When she grew old
and was well nigh eighty years of age, she was released from the
bondage of this world, and she died, and entered into ever-
lasting happiness.

And on this day also sulpicius (var. salafkon), the
bridegroom of the holy woman stratonice, became a martyr.
When the emperor heard that this holy man was a Christian,
he commanded his soldiers to bring him unto him. When he
came to him the emperor said unto him, "Art thou the bride-
groom of STRATONICE?" And SULPICIUS said, "Yea."
And the emperor said unto him, "Whom dost thou worship?

"

And SULPICIUS said unto him, "My Lord Jesus Christ, the
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Son of the Living God/' And the emperor commanded them to

cast him into a pit full of poisonous serpents, but God delivered

him. Then the emperor commanded them to cut off his head,

and they cut it off with a sword, and sulpicius received the

crown of life.

[fol. 14^2] And on this day also h£lyAs, of the city of

'ahnas, and sephinius, and george hadis (i.e. the new

GEORGE), became martyrs.

Salutation to h£lyas and salutation to the three martyrs.

XVI. Magabit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy and honourable father Abba

MICHAEL, the forty-sixth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria.

This father was a monk in the church of Saint Abba macarius
in the desert of scete, and he was a strenuous and devoted

ascetic. When the holy father Abba Theodore, the arch-

bishop who had been appointed before him, died, the fathers

who were bishops sat for several days in a body in mesr
(CAiRO), debating and trying to discover who was the most

[fol. 14 a 3] suitable man for the office of archbishop. And a

certain righteous man, on whom was the grace of prophecy,

told them, saying, *'I was in the church of Saint Abba ma-

carius praying, when I heard a voice from heaven which said,

MICHAEL is worthy, and he is the man who is suitable for the

office." And the bishops discussed together the virtues and

righteousness of michael, and they agreed concerning him,

and they obtained from the governor of m£sr (cairo) an

order in writing to bring him from his monastery. And as the

messengers were travelling along the road they found michael
near the city of gazA, and he was coming [to mesr (cairo)],

together with some holy old men of the monks, on some busi-

ness connected with the monastery. And they seized him, and

bound him, and took him and made him archbishop on the
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seventeenth day of the month of Maskaram in the sixty-fourth

(sic) year of the [Era of] diocletian, (now that day was a
festival of the Cross in the monastery of Abba macarius) in

the days of al-walid, the son of hasimo (i.e. the 'um-
AYYAD KHALIFAH AL-WALID II, the SOU of HISHAm, A.D.

724-744), and in the days of warwAn al-gAdin. And the

men of the city of Alexandria remained for many years without
rain, that is to say there was no heavy rain, only showers.
And on the day whereon this father was appointed archbishop,
there was much rain, and the second and the third rains were
very heavy. In the days of this father very great tribulation

fell upon the Christian folk; and very many of the believers

fled from the land of Egypt. And the number of men who
denied Christ was twenty-four thousand. And because of
these things this father archbishop sorrowed with very great
sorrow, until at length God did away the causes of this thing
which were due to Him. [fol. 14b i] In the days of this father,

an archbishop was appointed over the malakAwiyAn
(melchites), whose name was cosmas, and this father
debated with him concerning the unity of the Nature of our
Lord Christ. And cosmas believed that it was even as this

father said, and he wrote with his own hand, saying, ''Our
Lord Christ hath His Unity, one Nature in His Incarnation,
even as cyril the archbishop saith." And his bishops wrote
the same thing with their own hands, saying, ''It is not right
to say concerning our Lord Christ and to assign to Him after
His Unity two distinct Natures and two distinct Persons,
like two men." And they agreed about this Faith, and they
assigned to him one holy, general and Apostolic Church.
And COSMAS, the Archbishop of the malakAwiyAn (mel-
chites), was pleased to be Archbishop of the city of mesr
(CAIRO), and they all agreed about this counsel. But among
them was one corrupt person, a certain man who was a mel-
chite, and whose name was anastasius, who objected to
this; he was an Alexandrine, and he wished them to make
him archbishop, and they appointed him. And when they
would not agree, constantinus. Bishop of mesr (cairo),
was pleased; now he was under the authority of Abba michael.

B £ S III
45
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On this man there fell great tribulation from the rule of the

oppressors, and they punished him most severely. They beat

him with many stripes, and they bound him with fetters

of iron, and they shut him up in prison for many days; and

they brought him before the judges of the government so that

they might cut off his head. And God saved him in order to

protect the flock of the people. And there was great torturing

(or, persecution) in the days [fol. 1462] of the reign of mar-

wAn (marwan II, A.D. 744), [and] in the days of the gover-

norship of GABRA lYASUS, the SOU of MUSE (moses), the son

of NASiR, who withdrew from Judaism to Islam. And he

shut up the archbishop in prison, and demanded money from

him; then he shewed him kindness and brought him out, and

then he banished him. And he departed into Upper Egypt to

beg for alms, and he brought back to the governor much money.

And this holy man went into Upper Egypt, where he worked

very many miracles, and he turned many of those who had

denied our Lord Christ and brought them back into the Right

Faith. When the King of Ethiopia heard the history of this

father, and how the Muslim governors had punished him, and

how they had shut him up in prison, he was filled with holy

indignation, and he went down into Egypt, and he came to

Upper Egypt, and laid waste many cities and spoiled them.

When he went down to the land of Egypt there were with him

ten thousand horses, and one hundred thousand mules, and

one hundred thousand camels. When the King of Egypt

knew that all this [invasion] had taken place for the sake of

the [arch]bishop, he released him from prison, and heaped

great honours upon him; and in like manner he heaped ex-

ceedingly great honours upon the Christian people. Then the

King of Egypt entreated this father to write a letter to the

King of Ethiopia, and order him to return to his own country.

And this father sent a letter to the King of Ethiopia wherein

he invoked blessings upon him, and upon his governors and

generals, and all his army, and he said unto him, "Behold

God hath dehvered us from the bonds of captivity through

thee. And now return to thy country [fol. 146 3] in safety and

peace, and God shall reward thee in the kingdom of heaven for
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the toil which thou hast undertaken for me." When the King
of Ethiopia had read the letter sent to him by this father
Archbishop Abba michael, he rose up quickly and returned
to his country in peace. When the holy father had finished

his good strife he departed to the God Whom he loved.

XVIL MagAbit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy and righteous lazarus, the
friend of our Lord, whom our Lord raised from the grave after
he had been dead four days. This righteous man was one of
the children of Israel, and his sisters were mary and martha.
Now MARY it was who anointed our Lord with sweet-smelling
unguent (sic). And all three were disciples of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and He loved them for their good works and virtues,
and they were all virgins, and unmarried. And when the time
came for this righteous man to pay the debt which is sealed
upon the race of the children of men, and to drink the cup
which all men are bound to drink, he paid the debt on this day
and died. [fol. 15 a i] And our Lord Christ knew before the
foundation of the world that it was on this day that He would
raise up lazarus from the dead. He did not save him from
death, but He allowed him to die, and lazarus remained
until the fourth day in the grave and he stank; and then He
raised him up, and thus a great miracle took place. And during
these four days lazarus saw the abodes of the righteous,
and of sinners. And our Lord Who raised him up came to him,'
even as john the evangehst, the proclaimer of the Godhead,'
who was a witness of this, saith, "Our Lord called him after he
had been in the grave four days, and He said unto him, laz-
arus, LAZARUS, come forth"; and lazarus went forth, his
hands, and his feet, and his face being swathed in funerary
bandages, after the manner in which men swathe the dead; a
miracle

! And the going forth of his hands and his feet and his
face, which were swathed, was as much a miracle as the resur-

45-2
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rection of his body. Now the reason of his going forth from the

Sive^°h his hands and feet and face swathed in funerary band-

SlThich had not been unloosed in the tomb, was that all men

StTow that he had been dead, and that some might notS that his resurrection had been agreed upon among them-

^t. And our Lord commanded that he should go forth

swathed iust as he had been prepared for bunal, for this

TeSonilL a great miracle. And if some infidels thought that

STi alive in the tomb, how could he go forth tWrom jv^h

his hands, and his feet, and his face, swathed? But we Lhns

tians believe and confess that it was our Lord fsus Christ

mo S ed up LAZARUS out of the tomb, after he had been

S Sr four days, for He is able [fol. I5« 2] to do everything

He is our Lord, and God, and Redeemer, Jesus Chnst, Who is

fo^ adored, with His Good Father, and the Holy and Life-

giving Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.

And on this day also theocritus, the reader, became a

ma^yr This holy man was a native of the city of Rome. And

whfnV soldiers] seized all the Christians and compdled

them to offer up sacrifice to idols, they seized this theocritusS hem, and they brought him to the emperor who sajd

^to him, "Wilt thou offer up sacrifice, or wilt thou Put my

tortures to the test? " Now theocritus was a youth fifteen

yZ old, and he said unto the emperor, "I bnng offerings unto

mv Lord Jesus Christ." And the emperor said unto him,

"^Sacrifice theocritus, so that thou mayest not die a

rmel death" And theocritus said unto the emperor,

^Tome Emperor, thou and thy wisdom, and look upon niy

offerings
" Md the emperor commanded the soldiers to take

So the house of his god, so that he might sacrifice there

;

and the emperor stood at the door, and when Saint theo-

TRiTUS had prayed there was an earthquake m that place,

and their god Aesculapius fell down. And the emperor

Seing THEOCRITUS smile, commanded the soldiers to cut off

his nose, and to bind him in fetters in the pnson house. On

the following day they brought hmi out, and put him mto

bonds, and they also dug a deep pit, and spread logs of [burning]

I
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wood over it, and they cast him into it until the flesh of his

limbs was torn into strips, and the marrow of his bones dripped

out from them. [fol. 15^3] And the emperor and his soldiers

were not able to kill him in this way. And they brought him

again into the house of their idols, and locked him up therein,

and they thought that their gods would take vengeance upon

him, but he broke them, and spat upon the idols. And the

angel of the Lord opened the doors for him, and he took the

gold of the idols, and distributed it among the poorand the needy.

And having returned, the doors were locked again, and were

even as they had been before. And when, after eight days, the

emperor opened the doors, they found their idols thrown down
and smashed; and the holy man mocked and laughed at them.

And the emperor commanded them to hide the righteous man
until he could make to appear the gods who had been destroyed.

And again he commanded them to take him into the theatre,

and they brought him there, and the emperor sent lions against

him, but the lions only licked his wounds. And again the

emperor commanded them to put him on a rack, until all his

limbs were torn out of their sockets, and his body was dis-

torted in a terrible manner; but even then theocritus con-

quered mightily, and the emperor was afraid. When the

emperor saw his boldness, he commanded them to cut off his

head with the sword. And Saint emerianus, the bishop,

and all the congregation, and crowds of people followed Saint

theocritus, who was helping them with [his] prayers, and
they embraced and kissed the holy man. And the executioner

took up his sword, and cut off his head and theocritus
finished his martyrdom.

And on this day also are commemorated the saints Gregory
(GEORGE ?), the fighter, and talasius, the mart}^-, and

JOSEPH, the bishop, [fol. 156 i] and the translation of the body
of NiKOR, the high priest.

Salutation to Gregory, talasius, and the bishop.

Salutation to Abba garima who appeared to utLiud in

DABRA DEKHUKHAN [and] DABRA KANANMO.
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XVIII. MagAbit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint Isidore, the companion of Saint s6nA
the martjrr, became a martyr. Now sonA was a soldier in the

army of the governor of farm A, and he was a native of the

city of dakseyA, and Saint Isidore was his friend, and
they wore (?) apparel of wool, and both of them gave alms to

the poor and needy when they received their hire. And both
saw a vision the same night, and it seemed to them that a
virgin came to them with crowns which she placed on their

heads. When they woke up from their sleep, they conversed
together about what they had seen, and they rejoiced greatly,

and they knew that the Lord had called them to become
martyrs to Him. And they rose up, and departed, and came to

the governor, and Saint son A unbound his girdle, and cast it

down before the governor, and they both confessed our Lord
Jesus [fol. 1562] Christ; and when the governor had heard
their words he commanded his soldiers to shut them up in

prison, but God sent His angel and comforted them. After
this the governor sent Saint son A to Alexandria, and left

ISIDORE [where he was]. After a few days the governor of

Alexandria sent Saint son A back to the city of farm A, and
the two men rejoiced at meeting each other again, and they
talked together, and told each other what had happened to

them. And the governor of farmA tortured them very severely.

And then he commanded his soldiers to dig a pit for Saint

ISIDORE, and to light a fire therein, and to cast him into the
fire; and they did as the governor commanded them. And
Saint ISIDORE asked the soldiers to wait a httle whilst he
prayed, and he prayed to our Lord Jesus Christ to accept his

soul, and to have a care for his body. Then he drew nigh to
the pit of fire, and cast himself into it, and delivered up his

soul into the hand of God; and his body was not hurt in any
way by the fire, and his appearance (or, features) remained
unchanged. And the mother of Saint sonA was weeping for
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him because of his separation from his friend; then they took
the body of Saint Isidore and carried it away and laid it in

a beautiful place until the end of the days of persecution. And
at the time when Saint Isidore was suffering martyrdom the

mother of Saint sonA saw a multitude of angels carrying away
his soul, and bearing it up into heaven with great glory.

XIX. MagAbit

[fol. 15^3] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Saint aristobulus, the preacher and
apostle and disciple of Saint paul the apostle. This holy man
was one of the two and seventy disciples whom our Lord chose
before His Passion, and sent forth to preach the Gospel, and
on whom the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, descended; and grace
and power were with the Apostles on the festival of Pentecost.
And he went with the Apostles, and ministered unto them, and
he preached with them the Holy and Life-giving Gospel, and
he turned many into the path of salvation, and brought them
into the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and he baptized them
with Christian baptism, and saved their souls by giving unto
them the divine commandments. And the Apostles made this
holy man Bishop of the city of 'abratAbias, and he went
and preached therein, and he converted many of the men
thereof to the knowledge of God; and he brought them into
the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, and he performed many
miracles before them. And tribulation arose through the Jews
and the Greeks, and they drove him away for a very long time,
and they stoned him with stones. And having finished his
course nobly and faithfully he died in peace; and behold paul,
the apostle, mentioneth him in his Epistle to the Romans
(chapter xvi, verse 10).

[fol. i6«i] And on this day also are commemorated the
following martyrs: Alexander the Egyptian, and Alex-
ander and AGABius from the city of gAzA, and 'amilAs
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(nImolas ?) from the city of bunitos, and dionysius
from the city of Tripolis, and ramelos and thalasius
from the vineyards of Egypt. These seven men made a pact

together in Messianic love, and they came to the governor of

the country of Caesarea of the peleshtIm (Philistines),

and they confessed our Lord Jesus Christ before him, in the

days of the infidel Diocletian, and he tortured them with

severe tortures, and they received crowns of martyrdom in the

kingdom of the heavens.

And on this day also died Saint 'askenafer, and his wife

MARTHA, and his sons arcadius and john. This 'asken-
Afer had many possessions, and much riches, and he was a

keeper of the Law of God, and he brought up his sons with

spiritual admonitions. When they were grown up he sent them
to the city which is called tayrut (b^rut?) in order to learn

[fol. 16a 2] wisdom and discipline. When they had finished their

education he sent a message ordering them to be brought to him,

so that he might rejoice in their progress. And as they were
sailing on the river, their shipwas wrecked, and God having saved
them from drowning, a wave cast up j oh n at a certain spot, and
arcadius at another. Having lost all hope, john went to a

monastery, and became a monk, and he wasted his body by
fasting and prayer for the sake of his brother arcadius,
whom he believed to be dead; and arcadius also wept
because he thought that his brother john was dead. And
JOHN appeared unto him in a dream, and told him that he was
alive. And arcadius went to the holy places, and he jour-

neyed to the desert where john was, and became a monk under
a holy old man, and he remained striving in the ascetic life for

three years. When 'askenafer heard of the death of his

sons, he and his wife put on sackcloth, and strewed ashes over
themselves. One night 'askenafer had a vision in which he
saw JOHN, and he had a crown of jewels on his head, and a
cross in his hand; and he saw arcadius also who had upon
his head a crown in the form of a star. And having risen up,

he told the visions to his wife, and he said unto her, 'Xome, let

us go into the sanctuary, so that we may enquire for news of
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our sons"; and when they had gone into the sanctuary they
prayed. And they went to the Jordan, in the monastery of

JOHN the Baptist, and they found the old man who had re-

ceived ARCADIUS their son as a monk, and they fell down at
his feet and told him their trouble. And he said unto them,
"Sorrow not, O ye beloved of our Lord Christ, when ye return
to the sanctuary ye will find your sons "

; and they turned away
rejoicing. And JOHN came to worship at the feast of the Cross,
and the old man called john, and [fol. 16 a 3] made him to meet
ARCADIUS his brother; and then they embraced each other
and wept. And again the old man called 'askenafer, and
made him to meet his sons, and 'askenafer and his' wife
wept over arcadius and john, and kissed them. And
'askenafer assumed the monastic garb with that old man,
and he made his wife to enter a house of women, and he set
free his slaves, and distributed his possessions among the poor.
Then he put on sackcloth made of hair, and he went out into
the desert and [lived there] in fasting and prayer. And he, and
his blessed sons, and his wife martha died in peace.

XX. Magab!t

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father Abba michael, the fifty-
sixth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This father was
perfect in all his good works, and there came upon him tribula-
tion and great sorrow during his days of ofiice. Now this was
brought about through a certain wicked bishop who was over
the city of seha, who loved the glory of this fleeting world.
There was in the city ofDANAWESER, which was under his
junsdiction, a certain church which had been rebuilt, and the
people wanted him to have it consecrated. And the elders of
the city who had rebuilt the church, [fol. 16 b i] asked that
wicked bishop to send letters to the father, the archbishop,
and to the bishops in the districts round about them, so that
they themselves might be blessed by them, and that they
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might bless their church. And the wicked bishop did not wish
to send to the father, the archbishop; and the people sent a
letter to the archbishop on their own behalf, and brought him.
And the father, the Archbishop Abba Michael, having arrived,
contrary to the wish of that wicked bishop, the bishop left the
people in the church, and went out to make ready a meal for
them. And he did not remember the words of our Lord Who
said in the Gospel, ''Martha, Martha, thou tirest thyself over
much and makest ready a little food." When the time for the
consecration had passed, and the wicked bishop had not ar-
rived, and the people had waited a long time, the bishops and
the elders asked the father, the archbishop, to begin the con-
secration, and that they might read the Scriptures until that
bishop arrived. And having urged this father, the archbishop
with difficulty rose up—he the father of them all and having
authority over them,—and he began the consecration. When
the wicked bishop heard of this, Satan entered his heart, and
he rose up, and came to the church, full of wrath, and he went
into the sanctuary, and snatching the Offering from the plate
he broke it and dashed it to the ground ; and he went out being
full of wrath. And the archbishop commanded and they brought
another Offering, and he consecrated it and gave to the people
the Holy Mysteries. And on the following day [fol. 16 b 2] this

honourable father gathered together the people, and the bishops
who were with him, and the priests and the teachers, and he
cut off that wicked bishop from his see, and appointed another
bishop in his stead. And Satan entered into the heart of that
wicked bishop, and he went to the Governor of Egypt, ahmad
IBN TAWLUN (bom A.D. 835, died 884), and laid information
against this father, the archbishop. And he said unto him,
"Know thou that this archbishop possesseth much riches,
gold and silver, and also many churches which are filled with
sacred vessels, in gold and in silver." And the governor had
this father brought before him, and he demanded from him the
sacred vessels which were in the churches. And the archbishop
refused to give them up, and he said unto the governor, " Behold,
my body is before thee, do what thou wishest with me ; and my
soul is in the hand of God." And the governor commanded his
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soldiers to bind him hand and foot, and they bound him, and
shut him up in prison; and he remained in prison for a year and
more. And this father began to fast continually, and he ate
nothing but bread, and salt, and boiled beans. After this a
certain scribe, a Christian and a believer, whose name was
JOHN, came to the governor, and became surety for the arch-
bishop, and he undertook to give the governor two thousand
dinars in gold. And the father, the archbishop, came forth from
prison, and he departed to his house and remained there for a
few days. Then the believing elders and the monks of the
desert of scete collected ten thousand dinars of gold, and the
men of Alexandria, who had sold a portion of their estates,
[also] collected as much as a thousand dinars, and the arch-
bishop gave them to the governor. And this [father] himself
signed a document for the men of Alexandria [promising] to
give them [fol. 1663] each year ten hundred dinars, and the
other sum of ten thousand dinars he wished to regard as a loan
from the believers; and he came from his house, so that he
might visit [various] cities. And he came to a certain city
[called] BALBAYus (BELBES) and rested therein for one day.
And there came unto him a certain poor and needy monk
who was dressed in rags, and he received a blessing from the
father, the archbishop, and he lodged by the gate with his
disciple. And he said unto his disciple, "Say to the father the
archbishop: Be not anxious in thy mind, for within forty days
from this day thou shalt be relieved, and thou shalt receive
the bond of redemption under which thou art liable; and thou
shalt give nothing to the governor." And the disciple spake to
the father, the archbishop, and informed him according to
the orders of the monk; and the father sought for the monk
but could not find him. And before forty days were ended the
governor died an evil death. And his son was appointed
governor in his stead. And he returned to the father, the arch-
bishop, the bond of redemption, and he was freed from his
obligation even as the monk had prophesied. And this father
alter living m great tribulation and sorrows [all] the days
wherem he held his office, that is to say, twenty-nine years,
died m peace.

j j »
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On this day also our Lord raised the righteous man lazarus

from the dead, he having been dead for four days; [fol. 17a i]

and very many people believed because of this great miracle.

Salutation to our Lord's journey from Jerusalem to Bethany

when He raised up lazarus.

[On this day is commemorated SEofe-SELASi, the ascetic]

And on this day also stratonice became a martyr, and

glory attacheth to this holywoman. Her father was a worshipper

of idols, but she was a believer on our Lord Jesus Christ, and

she fasted and prayed in secret, until her body became emaci-

ated, and her appearance was changed. When she was fourteen

years of age her father and her mother said unto her, "What is

it that maketh thee so emaciated?" And she said, ''I pray to

our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive my sins.'' When her fatherheard

this he went to tiberius and told him the matter concerning

his daughter, and he brought her to the tribunal and the

governor, and the governor tried to persuade her to worship

idols; when she refused he cast her into the prison house. And

her mother, who was a Christian, came to her, and strengthened

her in the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. Then the king ordered

his men to make an iron ball red-hot, and they made her to

hold it in her arms and to clasp it to her breast, and she took

it in her hands and broke it; and when the people saw this

they believed on our Lord Christ, and as many as seven hundred

and thirty men became martyrs. And they brought her again

into the prison house. Then they made an iron animal with

[fol. 17a 2] claws (or, hooks) in it, and they brought her to it

to cast her into its belly, and to hang her upon the claws (?), but

when they did this the animal, by the power of God, became

split asimder on this side and on that. When the people saw

this they believed on our Lord Christ, and about four thousand

and eighty-one became martyrs. Then they cast her into a

pit which was full of venemous serpents, and when she prayed

they became like dust. And they also brought a huge stone,

which was as much as four men could carry, and they sus-

pended it from her neck; and when she prayed the stone spUt
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into four pieces. And those who saw this believed on our Lord
Christ; now they were pagans, fourteen in number, and they
became martyrs. And they prepared an iron pot full of boiling

lead to pour upon her, and when they grasped the pot, it broke,

and the lead ran over them, and killed those who prepared it.

And the king was wroth, and he commanded his soldiers to cut
off her head with a sword, and when she had come to the place

of martyrdom she prayed to God, and a voice came from heaven,
saying, ''O blessed art thou stratonice, for thy name is

written in the Book of Life"; and then she was crowned by
the sword.

Salutation to stratonice.
Salutation to the six thousand one hundred and eighty-five

men who were martyred with stratonice.
[fol. 17 fl 3] And on this day also was consecrated the church

of Saint Abba 'askaran. Salutation to Abba 'askaran.

XXI. Magabit

in the name of the father and the son
and the holy ghost, one god

On this day our Lord Jesus Christ came with His disciples
to Bethany, where was lazarus, whom He raised from the
dead; he was one of those who sat at meat with him. And
MARTHA his sister ministered unto those who were with Him,
and MARY the other sister began to anoint our Lord's feet with
scented unguent, and to wipe them with her hair. And our
Lord praised her, and He knew it was for His death which was
nigh. And He said, "She hath anointed them for the day of
my burial." And He also said, "The poor ye have with you
always, but I am not always with you" (Matthew xxvi, 11).
He made known by this that His Crucifixion and Death'were
nigh.

And on this day also is the commemoration of our holy Lady,
the two-fold Virgin, mary.



722 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

[fol. zyh i] And on this day also the high priests took counsel

together that they might kill lazarus, because very many
people, by reason of the great miracle of his resurrection,

believed on our Lord Jesus Christ.

And on this day also is commemorated lamech, the son of

METHUSELAH, on the fifth day. And he lived 138 years and

begat noah; and all the days of lamech were 753 years.

And on this day also are commemorated the holy martyrs

THEODORE and TIMOTHY.

XXII. Magabit

[fol. I7&2] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day our Lord Jesus Christ came into Jerusalem and

went about it amid ''Hosannas," in order that what each of the

prophets in his time had prophesied concerning Him might be

fulfilled. JACOB said concerning j UDah his son, who is likened

unto our Lord Christ, ''He shall bind His foal to the olive tree,

and his ass's colt unto the branches of the vine" (Genesis

xlix, 11). And zechariah also saith, "Fear thou not, O
daughter of Zion, behold thy king cometh riding upon the foal

of an ass" (Zechariah ix, 9). And isaiah saith, ''Thy king

shall come, the righteous one, whose reward is with him (Isaiah

Ixii, 11), and whose work is before his face; he cometh riding

upon the foal of an ass." And Abraham himself called this

festival the "festival of the God [of] joy" when he went round

the altar bearing young branches of the palm. And david
said, "Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings Thou hast

prepared praise" (Psalm viii, 2). And solomon saith, "The

tongues of children (or babes) ordain righteousness." And he

also saith, "And old men and children shall play in the streets

of Jerusalem, and they all shall have.their staves in their hands."

And one shall say, (Zechariah viii, 4, 5) "Make broad thy nails

(pegs ?) and drape thy tabernacles." Now as to the conclusion
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of the matter; our Lord Jesus came to Jerusalem riding upon
an ass, and upon the foal of an ass, even as it is written in the
Gospel. And He drew nigh to Jerusalem, opposite to beth-
pAge and Bethany, by the mountain which is called 'elyon.
And He sent two of His disciples and said unto them, " Go ye
into the city in front of you, and when ye come in ye shall find
an ass tied whereon never man hath ridden; loose him and
bring him hither. And if any shall say unto you, 'Why are ye
loosing him?

'
say ye, 'His Lord [fol. lyh 3] hath need of him.'

"

When those who were sent had gone there they found it [to be]
even as He said unto them; and they loosed the ass. And
whilst they were loosing the ass the owner thereof said unto
them, "Why are ye loosing him?" And they said unto him,
" His Lord hath need of him " (Matthew xxi, 2, 3). And they took
the ass, and brought him to our Lord Jesus, and they spread
their garments upon him, and they mounted our Lord upon
him. And there were many who strewed branches of trees which
they had cut off the trees, and many who strewed their apparel
on the road on which He went, and those who followed Him
cried out, saying, "Hosannah in the heights! Blessed is He
Who cometh in the Name of the Lord, and blessed is the king-
dom which cometh in the Name of the Lord which our father
DAVID [prophesied]. Hosannah in the heights." And our
Lord Jesus went into the sanctuary, and everyone saw Him.
And when the evening was come He went into Bethany with
His twelve disciples. On the following day He went forth from
Bethany, and He was a hungered. And he saw a fig tree afar
off and there were leaves upon it, and He went to see if He
could find any fruit on it. And having come to the tree He
found on It nothing but leaves, for it was not the time of the
year for figs, and He answered and said unto the fig tree
Never shall any man eat fruit from thee"; and His disciples

^eard Him. And He came to Jerusalem and went into the
sanctuary, and He began to drive out those who bought and
those who sold in the temple, and He overthrew the tables of
the nioney-changers, and the seats (or, stands) of those who
sold doves, and He stopped everyone from taking out goods
connected with the temple. And He taught them and said unto
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them, "Is it not written that He said, 'My house shall be a

house of prayer for all nations, and ye have made it a den of

thieves'?" (Matthew xxi, 13). And john saith, "After He

raised [fol. i8« i] up lazarus, on the following day, when

the many people who had come to the feast, heard that our Lord

Jesus Christ had come to Jerusalem, they took branches of trees

and palm branches from Jerusalem and welcomed Him. And

having gone forth they cried out and said, ' Hosannah in the

heights ! Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord,

the King of Israel/ And our Lord Jesus found the ass, and He

mounted him, even as it is written. Tear not, O daughter of

Zion, behold thy King cometh riding upon the foal of an ass.'

And His disciples did not know when our Lord Jesus Christ

was praised that all this had been [ordained] of old, but they

remembered [afterwards] that these words were written thus

concerning Him, and that because of this the people had done

as they did. And those people who were there with Him were

witnesses that He had summoned lazarus from the grave,

and had raised him up from the dead. Therefore those people

having heard that He had worked miracles, and especially the

miracle of the raising of lazarus, welcomed Him. And the

Pharisees said among themselves, ' Do ye now see that nothing

whatsoever will avail? Behold, all the world foUoweth Him.'"

MATTHEW and MARK do not (sic) mention the matter of the

palm branches, but they say, "And others cut down branches

from the trees and strewed them in the way." And LUKE

mentioneth neither the branches of trees nor the palm branches,

but he saith, "And as they went along they strewed their

garments on the road." It is JOHN only who saith, "They took

branches of palms from Jerusalem"; now there were no palm

trees in Jerusalem. When our Lord was a child [fol. iSa 2] He

went down into the land of Egypt with His mother, our Lady

Saint mary; and they came to the land of 'asmonin (esh-

MUNiN) and they found there palms. And our Lord com-

manded that some of their roots should be pulled up and

planted on the Mount of Olives, and forthwith the roots of the

palms flew through the air, and planted themselves there.

From these palms the people took branches and welcomed our
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Lord Jesus Christ amid Hosannas, and thereupon envy seized

the Jewish people and because of it they sought to kill our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Salutation to the going up of Christ to Jerusalem, and to

His entry therein.

And on this day also died the holy father and spiritual man
Abba CYRIL, Bishop of the city of Jerusalem. This holy father

grew up under the teaching of the Church, and he was an ex-
ceedingly learned teacher. When maxim us. Bishop of Jeru-
salem, died, the people chose this father and appointed him to
be his successor, and he shepherded his people well and care-

fully, and he protected them from the abominable and heretical

wolves. And when the bishops were assembled in Council in
sedreke, this father came and disputed with the followers of

arius, and he defeated them. And he scattered (?) them and
drove them away, and he chased acacius from his throne of
the city of Caesarea. And acacius went to constantine
[fol. i8«3] the emperor, the son of constantine the Great,
and he complained to him about what had come upon him
through the Council, and especially about what he had suffered
from CYRIL. And the emperor sent and exiled this cyril
from the city of Jerusalem, and he drove many bishops from
their thrones. And this holy man went to the city of tar sis,
and he visited sylvanus, bishop of that city, who helped him
and made him stay a few days with him. And when the Coimcil
assembled in lukayA, this father was one of those who were
present thereat, and he cursed akayy6s (achaeus). And
akayy6s(achaeus) also went to the emperor, and told him
what had befallen him, and he made accusations against this holy
father Abba cyril to the emperor, who sent and again exiled
him. When CONSTANTINE died, and his son constantine
reigned, he sent and brought back this father from exile to his
throne, and he also brought back aU those bishopswhom his father
had exiled. And this father lived for the remainder of his days
m peace and quietness. When THEODOSiusthe Great reigned,
and a Council of One Hundred and Fifty Bishops were
assembled in Constantinople, on account ofMACEDONius, and

B E S III
46
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SABELLius, and APOLLiNARius, this father came and cursed

all those who followed them. And he added to the prayer of

the Faith which the Three Hundred and Eighteen Orthodox

Fathers had drawn up from the place where it saith, '* And we

believe in the Holy Spirit " to the end thereof. And this father

composed many Homilies and Exhortations, and he composed

also a second book which contained eighteen Homilies on the

translation of the prayer of the Faith (i.e. Creed), and this book

is exceedingly profitable, and is full of [fol. iSb i] all kinds of

wisdom. And he sat on the episcopal throne three and thirty

years, and died in peace.

XXIII. Magabit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the prophet daniel. This righteous man

was the son of the daughter of yonakir. When Nebuchad-

nezzar captured Jerusalem in the seventeenth year of his

reign he took yonakir the son of jehoiakim, and his

three sons, and daniel, his daughter's son, and he carried off

into captivity, with them, many men of the children of Israel.

And he took all the goods which were in the king's house, and

all that were in the house of God, even as isAiah the prophet

had prophesied to hezekiah the king. And this daniel was

a very young man, and he contended in the ascetic life stren-

uously and thoroughly, and the Spirit of God descended upon

him; and he prophesied in the city of Babylon. And in the

fourth year after he had been made captive, Nebuchad-

nezzar saw a vision, the appearance and interpretation of

which were terrifying, and he was exceedingly troubled. When

he awoke from his sleep he forgot that vision. And he gathered

together all the wise men of Babylon, and demanded of them

that they should tell him what that vision had been, and the

interpretation thereof; and they knew neither what the vision

had been nor the interpretation thereof. And [fol. 1862] he

commanded his soldiers to kill all the wise men of Babylon,

because [they could not tell him] the dream which he had seen.
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When DANIEL heard that the king had commanded them to
kill all the wise men of Babylon, [fearing] that he would also
kill him and his companions, the Three Children, he sought
out the chief steward, who said unto him concerning the dream
which the king had seen, "All the wise men of Babylon and
Egypt are unable to describe it, or to interpret it." And
DANIEL said unto the chief steward, ''Speak unto the king on
my behalf, and tell him that I can interpret the dream which
he hath seen.'' Then daniel and his companions, the Three
Children who were with him, prayed to God and entreated Him
to reveal to him the king's vision, and the interpretation thereof.
And God revealed unto daniel the king's vision, and even
the interpretation thereof; and daniel went in to the king's
presence and told him the dream and the interpretation thereof.
And he shewed him that it concerned the kings who were to
reign after him, and what would happen unto each one of them.
And the words of daniel pleased Nebuchadnezzar, and
he bowed down before him, and he embraced him with em-
braces, and he bestowed very great favours upon him, and he
appointed him chief of all the wise men of Babylon. Then
NEBUCHADNEZZAR saw another dream, and daniel in-
terpreted it also to him, and he made him know the meaning
thereof, saying, "Because of thine arrogance, God will make
thee to go forth from among the race of men, and He wiU make
thee to dwell with the beasts in the desert for seven years, and
thou shalt eat grass like the beasts. After this He will restore
thee to thy kingdom"; and all his [fol. 1863] prophecy was
fulfilled even as he spake. And after Nebuchadnezzar
died, DANIEL interpreted to BELTfesoR (belshazzar), his
son, that which the angel wrote for him on the waU, when he
was drinking out of the holy vessels of the house of God. And
he made known unto him that his number was written, and
that he was measured, and weighed, and that the interpretation
thereof was, " God hath prepared thy throne and thy kingdom
for another, for He hath weighed thee in a balance, and found
thee wanting, and He hath made thy kindgom to pass to the
kingdom of mani, and to the kingdom of Persia"- and his

I

prophecy was fulfilled. And God shewed him in visions all

46-a
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the kings who were to reign after him until the end of the

world, and the appearance of the False Christ ; and he also saw

the glory (or, praise) of God, and His greatness, and he saw

the glory of our Lord Christ, and His Godhead. And he pro-

phesied concerning His coming, and he assigned to it a known

period of years. When these years were ended, our Lord Christ

came, even as daniel had prophesied, and he said, "Our

Lord Christ shall come, and they will kill Him. And after

Him there shall never be another saviour of Jerusalem, for

Jerusalem, and the sanctuary, after the Crucifixion of our

Lord Christ, shall be laid waste, and the offerings and the altars

shall be abolished
"

; and all these things were fulfilled even as he

prophesied. And there was in the city of Babylon a certain

idol the name of which was bel, and they used to give him

each day twelve measures of the finest wheaten flour, and forty

rams, and seven skins of wine. And koros (gyrus), the

King [fol. 19a i] of Persia, used to worship him every day, and

he thought that that idol ate and drank that which they used

to give him from the king's house. And daniel rebuked the

king because of this, and he said unto him. ''This idol neither

eateth nor drinketh''; and the king was wroth, and he asked

the priests of the idol about the idol bel. And he said unto

them, ''Is it true that bel neither eateth nor drinketh?"

And the priests said unto him, "Verily bel the idol eateth

and drinketh what is given unto him every day." Then they

laid before the idol all the food and drink, and the king was to

watch for the meal-time [of the idol] ; and the priests went out.

After they had gone out daniel commanded [the servants]

to bring some ashes, and they brought them to him, and he

scattered them about the house of the idol whilst the king was

looking on with his eyes; then the king and daniel sealed

the temple with the king's seal, and they departed to their

abodes. Now the priests of the idol had a passage into the

temple under the earth, and they came into the temple thereby,

and took the food and the drink which were before the idols,

and departed. And on the following day the king opened the

house of idols, and did not find the meat and drink where the

priests had laid them, and the king cried out, saying, " Great
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art thou, b^l, who hast put daniel to shame." And
DANIEL laughed at him, and he shewed the king the marks of

the feet of men in the ashes. Now before this the king said
unto DANIEL, "Why dost thou not worship bel, my god?"
And DANIEL said unto him, "As for me, I do not worship
[fol. 19a 2] idols, but I worship the Living God Who created
the heavens and the earth." It was because of this daniel
revealed unto the king that the idol bel neither ate nor drank.
And he shewed the king the marks of the feet of the priests in
the ashes, and daniel said unto the king, "See, O king, on
the ground the [marks of] the feet of men, and women, and
children." And straightway the king was wroth, and he slew
the priests of the gods, and their women and their children;
and he gave the idol bel to daniel, and daniel broke him
in pieces and destroyed the temple. And there was also a
great serpent which the men of Babylon used to worship. And
the king said unto daniel, "Now, thou canst not say that
this serpent is not a god ; do thou then worship him, for he is

the Living God." And daniel said unto the king, "I worship
only the Living God, but give me authority to slay this serpent
without sword or staff"; and the king said unto him, "I have
given him to thee." And daniel took bitumen, and hair,
and fat, and boiled them together, and he made [the mixture]
into small cakes, like bread, and he cast these into the mouth
of the serpent, and it swallowed them and died. And daniel
said unto the people, "Behold the gods of the men of Babylon !

"

When they heard this they gathered together to the king, and
they cried out, saying, "Hath the Jew daniel become king?
Behold he hath broken bel in pieces, and hath slain the priests
and the serpent." And they said unto the king, "If thou dost
not give unto us this daniel that we may kiU him, we will
kill thee and the men of thy house"; and the king was exceed-
ingly sorry for daniel. And the people seized daniel and
cast him into a den of lions, [fol. 19^3] that the lions might
rend him in pieces. Now there were seven lions in the den, and
they used to give them each day the bodies of two men and
two goats; but in these days they gave them nothing to eat, so
that they might become famished and devour daniel. And
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God sent an angel and he carried habakkuk from Jerusalem,

as he was carrying food for the reapers, and he laid it down in

the den, in Babylon, before dan i el; and dan iel ate and was

comforted by the words of habakkuk. And at that moment

the angel of God took habakkuk back to Jerusalem. And on

the seventh day the king came to the den to weep over dan iel
—^now he thought that dan iel was dead—and to look into

the den. And the king saw dan iel sitting down, and the

lions were licking his feet like cats. And the king cried out with

a loud voice, saying, " Great is the God of daniel, Who hath

made the lions to be submissive to him, and so like unto cats

that they lick his feet." And straightway the king com-

manded his servants to take daniel up out of the den, and

to seize his enemies, who had made accusations against him,

and cast them into the den. And at that moment the lions

devoured them before the king and before daniel. And

DANIEL dwelt in the city of Babylon until the children of

Israel returned to Jerusalem, that is to say, seventy years, and

he died in peace. Salutation to daniel.

[fol. igb i] And on this day also the Coimcil of the Jews

assembled in the house of caiaphas, that they might take

coimsel together against our Lord.

XXIV. Magabit

in the name of the father and the son

and the holy ghost, one god

On this day died the holy father Abba macarius, the

fifty-ninth Archbishop of Alexandria. This holy man was a

native of the city, the name of which is sebra, and from his

youth up he rejected the world, and he wished to adopt the

garb of monasticism. He went into the desert of scete, and

became a monk in the church of Saint Abba macarius, and

he contended strenuously in the monastic life, and there ap-

peared in him virtues and good works. When cosmas, the

archbishop who was his predecessor, died, the bishops with one
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consent agreed to appoint this father archbishop, and they

appointed him Archbishop of Alexandria against his will.

When he went forth from his city Alexandria to go to the

desert of scete, according to his custom, as he was journeying

along he arrived at the city wherein he was bom. And it was
like a living person, for it was righteous and pure, and feared

God, and it hated the glory of this transitory world and loved
heavenly glory. And this father came and arrived in that city,

[fol. igb 2] wherein he was born, in order to embrace his mother.
When his mother heard that he had arrived she did not go
out to him. When he had come into the house he found her
sitting down weaving, and she neither rose up before him, nor
embraced him. And he thinking that she did not know him
said unto her, "Am I not your son? Why dost thou not em-
brace me? Or peradventure thou dost not know me?" And
she answered and said unto him, ''I know thee, only thou dost
not know thyself. On my part I would rather see thee dead
and buried, than see thee in the archiepiscopate. Formerly
thou hadst to search out thine own sins only, but now thou
hast to search out the sins of all thy flock"; and they two
wept together. And the word entered his heart, and every day
he remembered his mother's words, and he contended stren-

uously in himself, and to protect his flock. He made the
people vigilant by reading to them the Scriptures, and works
of admonition, and he took good heed not to lay his hand on
any man, and not to make a bishop, or a priest, unless the man
was the best fitted for the office. He never took any of the
property of the Church, which it was not right for him to take,
and he appointed no man to an office without the testimony of
righteous and blessed priests. And he commanded the bishops
and the priests to watch their people, and to protect them with
homilies and admonitions. He sat on the throne of mark the
evangelist twenty years, quietly and in peace, and during his
days in the orthodox and well-managed churches services for
prayer and the Holy Offering were held regulariy; and he died
in peace. Salutation to macarius the archbishop.

[fol. igb 3] And on this day also the Council of the Jews (i.e.
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the Sanhedrim) devised many plans against our Lord. [Omitted

in the Bodleian MS.]

ii

XXV. MAGABiT

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the great saint and apostle onesiphorus,
one of the Seventy-two disciples, whom our Lord chose. This

holy man was one of the children of Israel, and he belonged

to the tribe of benjamin; his parents kept the Law of the

Thorah (i.e. the Pentateuch), and they followed our Redeemer

at the same time. They were of the number of those who
dimg to Him so that they might see His works, and the great-

ness of His miracles, and hear His teachings. And onesi-
phorus remained thus for a few days watching always the

many miracles and changes that were wrought. And when our

Lord raised the son of the widow of the city of Nain, he was
with Him, and was one of the number of those who dwelt

there. When he saw this miracle he demanded through it

another miracle. And he did not delay, but at once forsook

the light of the Lamp of the Law of the Jews, for he wished for

[that of] the Sun of righteousness. And he drew nigh unto our

Lord Jesus Christ, and believed on Him, and was baptized by
His hand. And having received the gracious gift of the Holy
Spirit, the Paraclete, he came to Zion with the Apostles, and
he followed them and ministered unto them, [fol. 20a i] and
preached in many cities. And the Apostles made him bishop

of the countries of Athens, and he preached in them, and he

made the people to know Christian baptism, and he illumined

their souls with teaching and admonition; and he healed both
their souls and their bodies. And having finished his strife,

he died in peace, and received the crown of glory of the victor.

All the days of his life were seventy years ; of these he lived

twenty-nine under the Law of the Jews, and forty-one years

imder the Christian Law. And behold, the Apostle paul
mentions him in the Epistle to Timothy (2 Timothy i, 16 ; iv, 19),

and in his other Epistles. Scdutation to onesiphorus.
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XXVI. MagAbit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy and blessed woman eupraxia.
This holy woman was the daughter of a great noble who was a
member of the Senate of the city of Rome, and who was a
kinsman of the Emperor honorius. When her father was
dying the Emperor honorius issued commands that his

daughter was to be well protected. After her father's death the

Emperor honorius betrothed her to a certain noble, who
belonged to a great and noble family. About that time her

mother went [fol. 20 a 2] to the country of Egypt to receive

the revenues of her estates, and the fruit of her orchards, which
her husband had left her, and she took her holy daughter,

who was then nine years of age, with her. When she arrived in

the land of Egypt, she dwelt in a certain house for virgins until

she had finished her work. Now the virgins of that house lived

lives of strenuous asceticism, and they never ate food which
contained meat, and they neither partook of oil nor of sweet

fruits; and they at no time drank wine. And eupraxia loved

the life in that house, and she was greatly pleased with the

ministration thereof. And the mother superior thereof said

unto her, "Promise me that thou wilt not go forth from this

house, and that thou wilt not return, and seek out him to whom
thou art betrothed"; and she promised her this thing. When
her mother had finished her work, she wished to return to her

native land, but this holy woman did not wish to return with
her mother, and she said unto her, *'

I have vowed myself to our
Lord Jesus Christ, and from now and onwards I do not desire

the marriage of this fleeting world, for I have a true Bridegroom,
our Lord Jesus Christ." When her mother knew that eu-
praxia would not go with her, she gave all her goods to the

poor and needy, and she lived with her daughter in the house
for many years, and died [there]. When the Emperor hon-
orius heard that she was dead, he sent messengers to bring

her daughter eupraxia [to Rome], so that he might give



734 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

II

her in marriage to the man unto whom he had betrothed her.

And the holy woman sent a letter to HON ORI us the emperor

and said unto him, "Know, O Emperor, that I have vowed

myself to our Lord Jesus Christ, and I cannot break the cove-

nant which I have covenanted [fol. 20a 3] with Him/' When
the emperor heard her message he wept much and marvelled

at her wisdom, for she was very young. And Saint eupraxia
contended strenuously in the ascetic life, and she devoted her-

self with zeal to spiritual songs and hymns. She [at first]

fasted two days at a time, and every ten days she fasted for

three days, and then for four days, and afterwards she fasted

for a week at a time ; and during the great and holy fast of the

Forty days she never ate anything which was cooked with fire.

And Satan was jealous of her, and he smote her with many

severe blows in her feet, and she continued to be sick for many

days. After this God had compassion upon her and He healed

her sickness, and gave her the power to heal the sick, and she

healed many sick persons; and she was submissive and obedient

to the abbess in humility, and she was beloved by every virgin.

One night the abbess saw a vision of a habitation and crowns

which had been prepared, and she wondered and said, "Who
are these for? Is there anyone here with me who is meet for

them? " And One said unto her, "This abode and these crowns

are for thy daughter eupraxia, and she will come hither to

Me." And the abbess told the virgins of the vision which she

had seen, and commanded them not to tell eupraxia about

it. Now God wished to give her rest, and she fell sick of a

slight fever. And the virgins gathered together to her, and the

abbess and the mother superior with whom she had made a

covenant, and they all asked her to remember them ; and then

she died in peace. And the virgins wept [fol. 20b i] and sor-

rowed for her exceedingly, for they missed the holy maiden

sorely. Now after eupraxia, her friend the mother superior

died, and a few days later the abbess fell sick. And she gathered

together the virgins and she said unto them, "Choose whom ye

will appoint to be abbess over you after my death, for I am
going to God, and eupraxia hath asked for me; and now
shut the door on me." And the virgins went and did as the
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abbess had commanded them, and when they came on the

following morning to her they found that she was dead. Saluta-

tion to eupraxia.

And on this day also is commemorated Saint perpeius
(PERPEROYOS, PORPHYRius). Salutation to the glorious

SARAius, the man of God.

And on this day also our Lord washed the feet of His disciples,

and He said unto them, "Do ye also this for each other."

And on this day also judas betrayed our Lord, and he
received his price, thirty pieces of silver, even as the prophets

foretold.

XXVn. Magabit

[fol. 2062] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy and blessed father, the Lamp of

the Desert, the father of all the monks, Abba macarius, of

the desert of scete. This holy man was a native of the city

of SASAWiR, on the borders of man uf, in the north of Egypt.
His parents were good and righteous men; his father's name
was ABRAHAM and his mother's name was sarA. This woman,
like SARAH and Elisabeth, walked in the commandments of

God, in humility. Her father was a priest and an honourable
man, and he ministered in the sanctuary continually, in the

fear of God, and in purity and holiness. And God blessed them,
and he made them rich in all their works, and they gave alms
daily to the poor and needy, and they shewed the way (i.e,

were examples) for all men, and they contended always in

fasting and prayer. Now they had no son. And a vision from
God appeared unto Abraham, and it made him to know that

God was about to give him a son, the memorial of whom should
be in £dl the ends of the earth, and that this son should beget

spiritual sons. And God gave him this holy man macarius,
the interpretation of whose name is "Blessed." And the grace
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of God was upon him from his youth, and he was obedient to

his parents. When he arrived at man's estate, his parents

wished to many him to a wife, and although he did not wish

this thing, he set himself to perform their desire, and he sub-

mitted to them and manied a wife against his will. When he

came into the marriage-chamber, [fol. 2oh 3] he feigned illness,

and he remained for several days in this state. After this he

sought his father, and said unto him, "Let me go into the

desert to recover a little from this illness"; and he entreated

God every day at the hour of prayer to direct him in the doing

of His ordinances. After this he departed to the desert of

SCETE. Whilst he was in the desert he saw a vision, and it

seemed that one of the Cherubim, with seven wings, took his

hands, and bore him up to the top of a mountain, and shewed

him all the desert, the east and the west, and the length and

the breadth thereof. And the cherub said unto him, ''Behold,

God hath given this desert unto thee and thy sons for an in-

heritance." When he returned from the desert he found that

the maiden [his wife] was sick, and subsequently she died in

her virginity; and macarius thanked our Lord Jesus Christ

greatly. And after a few days his parents died also, and he

gave all the goods which they had left him to the poor, and

the needy, and those who were with child. When the men of

sAsuwiRfes {sic) , his city, saw the righteousness and sincerity of

Saint Abba macarius, they made him priest over them and

they built him a shrine (or, chapel) outside the city; and the

men of the city used to go to him there, and receive the Holy

Mysteries from him. Now there was in that city a certain

maiden who had played the harlot with a certain young man,

and she was with child. And the young man said unto her,

"When thy father asketh thee and saith unto thee. Who hath

defiled thy virginity? say thou unto him, It is the priest, the

anchorite, who hath defiled my virginity." When the father of

the maiden knew that she was with child, he asked her, saying,

"Who hath committed this deed of shame on thee?" And she

answered and said unto him, [fol. 21a i] "One day I went to

that anchorite priest, whose name is macarius, and he seized

me by force and lay with me, and I am with child by him."
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When her parents heard this thing they were exceedingly

wroth, and they went to Saint macarius, and there were
many people with them, and made him to come forth from his

cell. Now he knew not what had happened. And they beat

him very severely, and inflicted such pain upon him that he

was wellnigh dead. And the holy man asked them, saying,

''What is my sin that ye beat me thus unmercifully?" Then
they tied a rope round his neck, and suspended from it pots

which they had blackened with charcoal, and they dragged

him about to this side and to that, like a madman, and they

cried out, saying, "This is the man who hath defiled the vir-

ginity of our daughter." At that moment there appeared angels

in the forms of men, and they said unto these wicked men,
"What hath this fighter done? " And they told them what he

had done to the maiden. And those angels said unto them,

"This is a lie, for we have known this man from his childhood

to the present day, and he is a good and righteous man." And
the angels drew nigh to macarius, and they released him
from his bonds, and they cast the pots from him. And those

wicked men said unto the angels, "We will not let this man go
until he giveth us what he is bound to give." And a certain

man who used to buy the work of the hands of macarius
undertook on his behalf to give to the girl food until she brought

forth the child; and he took macarius and departed to his

cell. And macarius [fol. 21^2] reproached himself, saying,

"O MACARIUS, behold thou hast now a wife and a child, and
it is meet for thee to work night and day for thine own food,

and for that of thy child and thy wife." And he worked
continually at weaving mats and baskets, and he gave them to

that man, the kind brother, who ministered unto him; and he

sold them and gave the money to the woman [to buy] food.

And he continued to work in this wise until the time drew nigh

when the woman would bring forth her child. When the day
for her delivery drew nigh her labour was exceedingly difficult,

and she continued to suffer very greatly for four days and four

nights, and she was nigh unto death, and did not bring forth.

And her mother said unto her, "What hath happened to thee,

for behold thou wilt die?" And she said imto her mother.
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"Yea, death is fitting for me, because I played the harlot with

such and such a young man, and I spoke words of falsehood

against the man of God, the priest. Saint Abba macarius,

the anchorite/' When her parents heard this they were ex-

ceedingly sorry and they and all the people of the city gathered

together, and they took coimsel concerning the holy man, how

they should ask him to forgive them the wrong which they had

done him. When Saint Abba macarius heard that the men
of the city wished to come to him to ask pardon from him, he

remembered the vision which he had seen in the desert, and he

consecrated the Offering and he partook of the Holy Mysteries.

And that seven-winged cherub appeared unto him, and took

him by his hands, and led him, and brought him to the desert

of SCETE, the interpretation of which [name] is ''Balance of

hearts." And Saint Abba macarius said unto the cherub,

" O my lord, [this] place is too strait for me to live in." And the

cherub answered and said unto him, "I have not marked out

a place for thee, so that thou might not quarrel with the place

which I might mark out for thee, and transgress the command-

ment of God. [fol. 21^3] Behold, all this desert is thine, go

wheresoever thou wishest and live there." So Saint Abba

MACARIUS dwelt in the Inner Desert, in the place of the mon-

astery of the Roman (Greek) Saints maximus and dyma-
TEUS; and when they came to him they dwelt near him.

After their death the angel of the Lord commanded him to go

and dwell in that place where his monastery is at this day. And
the angel said unto him, "This place is called after the names

of thy sons maximus and dymateus," and it is that which

is called this day "dabra barmos (baramus)," which is

interpreted "dabra rom." And Saint Abba macarius
made a cave therein, and dwelt there, and he fought a strenuous

fight there with fasting, and prayer, and bowings to the earth,

and incessant vigils; and Satans used to appear before him,

boldly, and in visible forms, and Satans used to wage war

against him, by night and by day. And after passing three

years in strife and labour, and Satans afflicting him, and finding

no rest, he thought and said within himself, "When I was in

the world I used to hear the report of Saint Abba anthony.
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I will arise now and go to him, so that he may guide me on the
path of the ascetic life, and may give me knowledge and under-
standing, so that I may know the counsels of the foul Satans."
And he rose up and prayed and went into the desert towards
the east, until he came to the place where the holy old man
ANTHONY was. And when he saw him afar off he said, "This
is an Israelite in whom there is no guile," and he received him,
and embraced him with great joy; and macarius revealed to
him his mind, even as doth a son to his father. And the holy
old man Abba anthony [fol. 216 i] embraced the head of
Saint Abba macarius, and he said unto him, "O my son
macarius, who art called 'Blessed,' according to the inter-

pretation of thy [name] in the language of the Greeks, the
Lord my God hath revealed unto me thy work and thy coming
to me, and for this reason I have been expecting thee." And
the holy old man Abba anthony taught Saint Abba ma-
carius all the path of the holy ascetic Hfe, and he strengthened
him, and spake many things concerning the working of right-

eousness. And he revealed unto him the method of warfare
of the Satans, and he said unto him also, "They will fight

against thee in thy mind secretly in vain, and they will work
against thee openly to the death in order that thou mayest be
perfect; when they fight against thee endure patiently to the
death." And Saint Abba macarius asked Abba anthony,
saying, "Let me dwell with thee." And Saint Abba anthony
said unto him, "Go unto the place which God hath marked
out for thee, and abide there in patience." After he had dwelt
with the old man Abba anthony for a few days, learning
the ways of the monastic life and the ordinances of righteous-
ness, he rose up and returned to his place, rejoicing and full of
gladness in the ordinances and life-giving doctrine which he
had learned from Saint Abba anthony. And the blessed
Abba MACARIUS visited Saint Abba serapion, the bishop,
and he said unto him, "During all the days which I dwelt
with my father Abba anthony I never saw him sleep at all."

And Saint macarius dwelt in his cell many days, fighting
strenuously in the path of monkhood, and the Cherubim used
to visit him openly. One day he heard a voice [fol. 21 h 2] from
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heaven, saying, ''Omacarius, because thou hast hearkened

to My Voice and to My command, and hast come to Me and

dwelt in this place, behold, I will gather together in [this]

place innumerable people, of every race, and from every

country, and of every tongue, and they shall serve Me, and they

shall bless My Name by their fair works ; receive thou them, and

guide thou them in the path of righteousness." When Saint

Abba MACARIUS heard this he became strong, and his heart

became bold. And he stood up praying in the night, and God

revealed the matter to him, and he heard the Satans taking

counsel among themselves, and they said, "If we let this man

live in this desert he will guide many people here, and they will

settle in this desert, and they will inherit heavenly cities, for

they put their hope in everlasting life, and they will drive us

out of this desert, by the pain of the torture of their prayers.

Come, let us gather together against him now, and peradventure

we mky be able to drive him out of this place." When Saint

Abba MACARIUS heard this, he strengthened his heart, and

he waxed strong against the Satans, and he blessed God Who

had opened his ears so that he could hear the counsel of the

Satans, and he knew their feebleness. After this the Satans

gathered together against him, and they waged a great war

against him, and they lighted a fire by the door of his cell,

and they took pieces of fire and cast them into it, and the fire

was extinguished by the prayer of Saint Abba macarius.

When they were vanquished in this matter, they cast into his

mind the thoughts of fornication, and anxiety, and pain, and

arrogance, and the love of the glory of this world, and fear, and

self-laudation, and restlessness, and blasphemy, and lack of

faith, and despair of God, and very many other [temptations]

of the [fol. 2ib 3] same kind; with these they waged war against

him, even as Saint Abba anthony had said. And having

remained there for many days with the Satans waging war

against him by means of these abominable things, he rose up

again and went to Saint Abba anthony. And when Saint

Abba ANTHONY saw him afar off, he spake unto his disciples

and said, ''This indeed is an Israelite in whose heart there is

no guile.' O my sons, do ye see this man? He shall become a
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staff of righteousness, straight and long for many peoples. And
he shall [bear] sound fruits from the mouth of the God of Hosts."

When he had come to Saint Abba anthony, he bowed down
before him even to the ground. And anthony raised him up
quickly, and embraced him, and kissed him, because he saw
that his face was changed, and that it had become as the face

of a sick man by reason of the wars which the Satans had waged
against him ; and after they had prayed they sat down together.

And Saint anthony answered and said unto him with joy,

"Art thou well, O my son macarius? " And Saint macarius
answered and said unto him, "Behold, God hath already told

thee and shewn thee what hath happened to me." And when
Abba ANTHONY had instructed him and strengthened him,

he said unto him, "Be strong and fear not. It is desirable that

it should be thus with us, so that we may endure patiently all

those temptations which our enemies can bring against us.

And for this reason it is meet for us to become teachers of the

many peoples who love spiritual wisdom, that is to say monas-
ticism." And he said unto him, "O my son macarius, re-

member that word which God spake unto thee when thou wast
going to draw water." When Saint Abba macarius heard
this he marvelled exceedingly, and he knew that his affairs

and his secret matters were [fol. 22 a 1] manifest to Saint Abba
ANTHONY through the Holy Spirit. And macarius dwelt
with the old man Abba anthony many days, being blessed

by him, and learning his commandments; and he asked him to

endue him with the holy garb. And anthony prayed over
him and arrayed him in the garb [of the monk], and for this

reason macarius is called the disciple of Saint Abba an-
thony. Then the old man Abba anthony said unto him
privily, "Trouble not thyself to come hither to me, for I am
earth of a very few days, and I am going to God." When Abba
macarius heard these words, he rose up and bowed low before

him, and entreated him that he might dwell with him, and make
himself fit to receive his spiritual blessing; and Abba anthony
said unto him, "Remain with me," and macarius remained
with him. And after a few days Abba anthony said unto
him, "God will give thee rest from the superabundance of
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these evil thoughts. Henceforward the Satans wiU wage war

on thee openly, even as they have done to me. Be strong and

take good heed that thou dost not grieve that cherub whom

God hath appointed to help thee, and to be with thee, until

the end of thy days, and [then] he will protect thee, even as the

Lord thy God hath commanded him." And Abba anthony

gave him his staff, and embraced him with a holy embrace,

and he died, and macarius buried him in a hidden place, the

site whereof no man knoweth. And Saint Abba macarius

returned to the desert of scete, and he dwelt in his cell, and

the report of him was heard in all the ends of the earth. And

God wrought great miracles through him, and among them was

that concerning the daughter of the King of Antioch. She was

possessed of an unclean spirit and her father sent her to Abba

macarius. She came to him disguised in the apparel of a

young man, but macarius knew [fol. 22a 2] that she was a

maiden, and he healed her, and sent her away to her father

and mother; and although they gave him much gold, he would

not accept any part of it whatsoever. And there was a certam

erring monk in the city of wfesiM, and he said, "There is no

resurrection of the dead," and he led many men into error

and because of their trust in him they accepted his words. And

the bishop of the city of wfesiM went to Abba macarius, and

told him that that monk was leading his people into error, and

he entreated him with many entreaties to help him. And

Abba macarius rose up and went to the bishop of the city of

wfesiM and he saw that anchorite in whom was the unclean

spirit. And having talked with him about the resurrection of

the dead that anchorite answered and said unto him, ''I will

not believe that the dead will rise unless thou wilt raise up a

man from the grave before me." And Saint Abba macarius

prayed and made supplication to God, and straightway a man

rose from the dead; now the man who was raised up was in

former times one of those who denied Christ. And that anchonte

believed and turned from his error, and all those men whom he

had led astray turned with him. And that man who had been

raised up from the dead entreated Saint Abba macarius to

baptize him with Christian baptism, and he baptized him, and
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he arrayed him in the garb of the monk, and he dwelt with
MACARIUS seven years, and died. After this Saint Abba
MACARIUS rose up and came into the Inner Desert, in order
that he might learn if there had ever been monks before him
in the desert. And he saw two naked men, and he was afraid
of them, for he imagined them to be Satans. And he prayed
before them, 'Elbat 'Aribon, that is to say, ''Our father which
art in heaven." And one called out to him by his name, and
said unto him, "Fear not, O macarius"; and macarius
knew that they were [fol. 22^3] desert saints. And they
questioned macarius about men in the world, and their
doings, and he answered and said unto them, ''God in His
mercy thinketh for them all." Then macarius asked them if

the cold during the winter froze them, and if the heat of the
sun scorched them in the season of summer. And they as-
swered and said unto him, " God hath cared for us during the
period of forty years which we have lived in this desert, and
He hath never frozen us in the winter or scorched us in the
summer." And Saint Abba macarius said unto them, "How
can I become like unto you? " And they said unto him', "Stay
in thy cell, and weep for thy sins, and thou wilt become like
unto us"; and he was blessed by them and returned to his
place. And when monks multiplied round about him, they
dug weUs for themselves, and built [cells] for themselves. Vhen
the saint went down to the wells to wash, the Satans leaped
upon him to kill him, and the monks came and took him away
from them. And when God wished him to have rest. He sent
to him the cherub who was wont to visit him, and he said unto
him, "It is meet that we should come and take thee." And he
saw Abba anthony, and Abba pachomius, and the Com-
pany of the Saints, and all the powers of heaven, and he de-
livered up his soul. And all the days of his Hfe were ninety-
seven years. And of the following Abba BABNUDAhis disciple
was witness. He himself saw the soul of Saint Abba macarius
ascending to heaven, and he heard the Satans crying out and
calling after him, "Thou hast conquered us, thou hast con-
quered us, O macarius, thou hast conquered us." And the
saint said unto them, .... And when the holy man entered

47-2
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the Garden {i.e. Paradise), they cried out with a loud voice,

[fol 22b I] saying, "Thou hast conquered us, O macarius.

And Saint Abba macarius said unto them, ''Blessed be my

Lord Jesus Christ, and blessed be the holy Name of Him Who

hath delivered me from your hands." Now when the holy man

was alive he commanded his sons to hide his body [after his

death]. And certain men came from the city of susawir (stc),

and gave money to his disciple john, whom the holy man was

always rebuking, and they said unto him, '' Keep this money

[as a mark of] affection." And that disciple guided them, and

shewed them the body of Saint Abba macarius, and they

took it and carried it to their city, and it remained there for

one hundred and sixty years, until the Kingdom of the Arabs

And his disciple john became a leper, through his love of

money. After the death of Saint Abba macarius his sons,

the monks, went to his city susawir, and wished to take

away the body of the saint ; but the men of the city and the

governor rose up against them, and prevented them. That

night Saint Abba macarius appeared unto the governor, and

said unto him, " Let me depart with my sons." In the morning

the governor summoned the monks, and commanded them to

carry away the body of their father, and they carried it away

forthwith, and they took it and laid it in the church; and they

sang many hymns as they did so, on the nineteenth day of the

month of Nahase. And a great many miracles and wonders took

place through it. Salutation to macarius.

[fol. 22b 2] Two-fold salutation to the holy martyrs of the

holy house of yasla, monks and widows; some were burnt

and some were slain by sharp knives.

Salutation to the twin images of the blessed 'ammat hannA,

and 'AMMAT WAHED, her daughter, who died by fire.

Salutation to Stephen, whose mouth was bridled, and also

to AGATHON, who shed their blood for Jesus Christ.

And on this day also was crucified our Lord and God and

Redeemer, jesuschrist, to Whom praise in the body is due

because of the salvation of the world. The sun became dark
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when it saw its Creator crucified by His own will, and that which
should have been visible covered itself over. And the period

of darkness lasted from the sixth to the ninth hour, and in that

time our Lord bowed His head by His own free will, and
delivered up His understanding and rational soul which He
had received from our Lady, the Virgin mary, and that soul

was separated from its body. And it went into Sheol without

separation from the Godhead, even as Saint peter the apostle

saith, *'He was dead in the body and alive in the spirit." And
at that same time His body was hung upon the wood of the

Cross, without separation from the Godhead. Similarly His

soul descended into Sheol, like a released [fol. 2263] prisoner,

and it had one nature and was without separation from the

Godhead. And He was exalted high above the heavens, sitting

with the Father and the Holy Spirit.

Salutation to Thy passion, O God the King.

Salutation to Thy crucifixion on the Cross.

Salutation to the going forth of Thy Soul from Thy Body.

And on this day also died the strenuous ascetic and fighter

Abba hezekiah, the father of the monks of dabra libAnos.
He was the fourth abbot from our father taklahAymAnot.
[Omitted in the Bodleian MS.]

[fol. 23a i] And on this day also the God-loving Claudius
finished [his] crowning with martyrdom. He was brought up
piously by the orthodox King lebna dengel (i.e. david ii,

WANAGSAGADi, who died 2nd September, 1540) and when his

father died God made him king. There was a certain Muslim,

whose name was grAnn (i.e. the "left-handed"), who called

himself a king, though it was not right [to do so], and all the

men of Ethiopia believed in his might, and associated them-
selves with him in his belief. The remaining people in the

country who clung to Christianity, he made to slave for him.

He pulled down the churches, and carried off the greater

number of the people captive into Ethiopia, and he sold them
to whom he pleased. And he said, ''Henceforward no man
can resist me; I have captured all the cities." Then God raised
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Up King CLAUDIUS, and he began to make war against the

nobles of the kingdom of that iniquitous man, and he conquered

them. When grAnn heard [this] he was furious, and he

marched against Claudius with tens of thousands of men,

and horses, and Turks, and they joined battle, and God killed

him, and destroyed him by the hand of Claudius. And the

captives returned [from Ethiopia], and the churches which

had been laid waste were rebuilt, and the Orthodox Faith of

Christ [was restored]. After this one of the Muslims came with

many men of war, and he came upon King Claudius when he

had [only] a few men with him. And the Muslim said unto

him, "Let us remain quiet and not fight each other until the

officers of our armies arrive." And Claudius said, "I will

not remain quiet, and see Christians carried off into captivity,

and the churches destroyed." Whilst he was saying this the

soldiers arrived, and the fighting between them waxed fierce

and strong. And all the Muslims closed up behind him, [fol.

23 fl 2] and they all stabbed him with their swords, and they

pierced him with many spears, and they dragged him down off

his horse, and he died, and they cut off his glorious head with

the sword, and they carried it off. Salutation to the mention

of the name of Claudius.

A prayer to Christ to bring sharad dengel into the

kingdom of heaven, and to preserve the kingdom of his son

FAsiLADAS (i.e. sultAn sagad II, 'Alam sagad, who

died in October, 1667).

[fol. 23a 3, fols. 23b I, 2, and 3 blank.]

[fol. 24a I] And on this day also died the God-loving King

CLAUDIUS, and the glorious father, Abba john. Abbot of

dabralibAnos, and a very large number of believing monks,

who became martyrs through the soldiers of the Muslims.
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XXVIII. MagAbit

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died constantine, the righteous emperor.

The name of the father of this holy man was "kuenstA,"
that is to say, "green," and his mother's name was 'feL^Nl

(HELENA). kuenstA reigned over the city of barAnwAyA
(for bazAnt£yA, i.e. byzantium), and maximianus
reigned over the city of Rome, and diocletian reigned over

the city of Antioch and over Egypt. This keunstA was by

race a Greek, and he was a pagan, but he was good in dis-

position, and there was no evil in him, and he loved to do good,

and he was compassionate and merciful. And he went to the city

of Rome, and he saw 'feLENi (helena), and he married her;

now she was a Christian, and she conceived this King con-

stantine. Then his father kuenstA left 'feLENi (helena)

in the city of rohA (edessa) and returned to the city of

barAnwAyA (byzantium), and she brought forth this

Saint constantine. And she brought him up very piously,

and she taught him every kind of learning, and she sowed in

his heart mercy and compassion for the Christians, but she

did not dare to have him baptized with Christian baptism;

now she was a Christian, and she told him that she was a

Christian. And he grew up, [fol. 24a 2] and he was a bold and

skilful horseman. And he rose up from his city, and went [to

bAranwAyA] (byzantium), and his father rejoiced in him

when he saw that he was fiill of wisdom and learning, and that

he was a bold and skilful horseman, and he made him king,

and crowned him with the royal crown. After two years his

father died, and he received all the kingdom. And he reigned

with judgement and integrity, and he removed from the people

the services which those who had been emperors before him

had made them render. And all the peoples were subject unto

him, and they loved him, and obeyed him, and the report of

the righteous judgements which he used to pass was heard

throughout all countries. And the elders of the city of Rome
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sent to him, and asked him to come to them, and to release

them from the service of maximianus. When he had read

the letter which they had sent him, he was sorry because of

the tribulation which had come upon them, and he meditated

anxiously about what he could do to relieve them of their

tribulation. And whilst he was sitting in the judgement hall,

m the middle of the day, there appeared to him a cross by his

side in the form of stars, and on it was written in the Greek

language Nikostaton, which being interpreted is, ''With this

thou shalt conquer thine enemy/' And he marvelled when he

saw the light of that cross, for it was quenching the light of

the sun. And he meditated about what was written on it,

and he shewed it to the chief officers of his army, and the chief

officials of his kingdom; and they marvelled, and they did not

know for what reason that cross had appeared. That night

the angel of the Lord appeared unto coNSTANTiNEina vision,

and said unto him, "Make a sign for thyself like that sign

which thou didst see at mid-day, and with it thou shalt conquer

thme enemy." When he awoke from [fol. 24a 3] his sleep, he

strengthened his heart, and he made a cross of gold, and set it

above the royal crown, and he ordered all his officers and his

soldiers to make a cross upon their weapons, and they did so.

Now this took place in the seventh year of his kingdom in the

city of BARANWAYA (byzantium). Then he assembled all his

armies, andwent out to deliver the men of the city of Rome. And

the report of him was heard by maximianus, and he made a

bridge over the sea, and he and his soldiers crossed over to con-

STANTINE to do battle with him; and then they met together

and joined battle and fought. And it came to pass that wher-

ever the cross was in front the soldiers of maximianus melted

away, and constantine killed countless men of the army of

MAXIMIANUS, who took to flight with the remainder of his

troops. And maximianus and his men rushed on the bridge

in order to enter the city of Rome, and the bridge broke and

he and all his men were drowned in the sea, even as were

Pharaoh and his hosts. And constantine entered the city

of Rome, and the people thereof welcomed him with lamps,

and instruments of music, and garlands, and plays, and laughter,
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and decorations with pearl-stones, and the wise and learned

men praised the Honourable Cross, and called it the Saviour

of their city. And they made a great festival in honour of the

Honourable Cross, which lasted for seven days. And when
constantine reigned in the city of Rome, he and all his

soldiers were baptized with Christian baptism by Saint sol
(sic), Archbishop of the city of Rome, in the eleventh year

of his reign, which is the fourth year after the Honourable
Cross appeared to him; [fol. 246 i] and he reigned over a
Christian and Messianic kingdom. And he sent throughout

his kingdom, and commanded [his governors] to set free all

who were prisoners for the sake of the Faith of our Lord Jesus

Christ. And he also commanded them to pay honour to all

Christians, and not to abase them, and he commanded them
to give to the priests the property and lands of the heathen

temples. And he commanded them to give authority to Chris-

tians as governors, and to set them over the pagan peoples,

and he commanded that they should do no business during

the octave of the Passion, and what foUoweth it, even as

the Apostles commanded. Then he sent his mother '£len!
(HELENA) to Jerusalem, to search for the wood of the Life-

giving Cross, wherein lay his help and his conquest. In the

seventeenth year of his reign the General Council of the Saints

assembled. Three Hundred and Eighteen Bishops, and good
regulations for all Christian folk were drawn up. Then he

decided to build in the city of barAnteya (byzantium),
and he built in the city of barAnt£ya (byzantium);
and he built a great city which was [called after] his name
"CONSTANTINIA,'* and he built in it a large church in the

name of our holy Lady, the Virgin mary, the God-bearer,

and he called it, ''hag i A so phi a." And he decorated it with

all kinds of decorations, both material and spiritual, because

there were gathered together inside it the bodies of many of

the apostles and holy martyrs. And having fought his noble

fight, he became a little sick in the city of Nicomedia, and
he died therein, and they made him ready for burial and laid

him in a gold sarcophagus; and they carried him and brought

him to the city of Constantinia. And the archbishops, and the
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priests, and all the people went out to meet him, and they

followed him to the tomb with prayers, [fol. 24b 2] and psalms,

and spiritual hymns; and they laid him in the sanctuary of

the holy apostles. And all the days of his life were five and

sixty years. He lived three and thirty years before he became

king, and he sat on his royal throne two and thirty years,

according to the years of the world.

Salutation tocoNSTANTiNE, the builder of churches.

Salutation to 'feLtNi (helena), who shewed the memorial

of the Resurrection to the people ofcoNSTANTiNE.

Salutation to Abraham, to isaac, and to jacob.

XXIX. MagAbIt

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is the festival of the Annunciation which was

made to her who was full of salvation, our holy Lady, the Virgin

MARY, by the honourable angel gabriel, according to the

testimony of the Holy Gospel, which saith, "And in the sixth

month, that is to say the sixth month after the conception of

ELISABETH, [fol. 246 3] GABRIEL was scut from God to a

city on the borders of Galilee, the name of which was Naz-

areth, to a virgin who was betrothed to a man whose name

was /osEPH, who was of the house of david; and the name of

this virgin was mary.'' And when the angel came unto her he

said unto her, ''Rejoice, O full of grace, God is with thee."

And straightway she was troubled at his voice, but she had

confidence in him. And he said unto her, "Fear not, O mary,

for thou hast found grace with God. And thou shalt conceive,

and shalt bear a son, and His Name shall be called ' Jesus.' And

He shall be great, and shall be called the ' Son of the Highest,'

and the Lord God shall give Him the throne of His father

DAVID, and He shall reign over the house of jacob for ever,

and to His kingdom there shall be no end." And the Virgin

answered and said unto him (Luke i, 27 ff.), "How can this

happen unto me?" that is to say, ''How can I conceive, since

I have never known man? " And the angel answered and said
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unto her, "The Holy Spirit shall come unto thee, and the

power of the Most High shall overshadow thee, and He Who
shall be born of thee is holy, and shall be called the Son of God."

And then he gave her the sign of the truth of his Annunciation

to her. And he said unto her, "Behold, Elisabeth, thy

kinswoman, who was called barren, hath conceived in her

maturity, and in old age; for nothing is impossible with God."

And MARY forthwith answered and said, "Behold, I am the

handmaiden of the Lord; let Him deal with me even as thou

hast said unto me." And when she had received this Divine

conception, there came down the Son, One Person, the Word
of God, Who is One in Three Persons, Who existeth for ever,

and dwelt in the womb of the holy Virgin mary; how this

dwelling was effected the [fol. 25 a i] children of men cannot

know. And straightway He received from her perfect incar-

nation, and separation afterwards was impossible. And His

Godhead was with His incarnation, One [Being], inseparable,

distinct, and unchangeable. This day is the first-bom of all

festivals, for in it the beginning of the salvation of the world

[took place]. Salutation to Thy conception in the womb of

MARY. Salutation to the descent of Him Who became incarnate

in MARY. Salutation to Thy Birth, Thou to Whom the

kings of the nations guided by the star in the East presented

gold.

And on this day also was completed the salvation [of man]

by His Holy Resurrection, for our Lord, praise be to Him!

when He had finished His wise work upon earth during a

period of three and thirty years, suffered of His own free will

on the twenty-seventh day of this month, of Magabit ; and He

rose from the dead on this very day, the twenty-ninth day of

this [fol. 25 a 2] month of Magabit. As it was on this very day

that the incarnation of Him Whom they awaited was an-

nounced unto the people of the world, so it was on this very

day that the living and the dead rejoiced in their delivery from

Sheol, and from the hand [of Satan], on the day of the Eve of

the Sabbath. Now it was on the First Day of the week that the

living became certain of this, and they knew of their resurrection

idUl'tTJi'
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by the Resurrection of the Body of our Lord Christ, Who was

the first-fruits of the dead in His Resurrection even as the

Apostle PAUL saith, "Christ hath become the first-fruits of

the dead by His holy Resurrection, for the compassion and

mercy which are His are great" (i Corinthians xv, 20). Salu-

tation to Thy Resurrection, the day of which became the day

of ADAM'S salvation. Salutation to Thy Resurrection, O Thou

Who suffered and died of Thy own free will.

And on this day also Saint paul the apostle preached in

the city of sharkon (or warikon), which was the end of

his career upon earth.

XXX. Magabit

[fol. 25^3] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day it is meet for us to celebrate a festival in honour

of the glorious angel gabriel, for his honour is great with

God, and he was held to be worthy to bear the announcement

of His bkth to our Lady mary. His mother. And for this reason

God had compassion upon us, with this great gift and honour,

through this angel, and it is meet for us to pay him honour,

and to praise him. And also it was he who told dan i el about

our Lord Christ, when he was praying and making supplication

for the return of the people from captivity, and about the

coming of our Redeemer Christ. And he appeared unto him,

and defined the weeks, and revealed unto him that our Lord

Christ would come at the end of them, . . . and that [the Jews]

would kill Him, and that after Him Jerusalem would never

have another deliverer, and that after Him they would destroy

the altars and the offerings of the children of Israel. And

because our Lord Christ had appointed this angel, it was meet

for him to announce to our Lady mary the salvation of all

the world. For this reason it is meet for us to make a festival

unto him at all times, and that we should entreat him to in-

tercede for us, so that God may deliver us out of the hand of
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Satan, our Adversary, in all our work. Salutation to gabriel

who was sent to mary.

[fol. 256 i] And on this day also is commemorated samson,

one of the Judges of Israel. The name of the father of this

righteous man was manohe (manoah), and he was of the

tribe of dan; and his mother was barren. And the angel of

the Lord came unto her, and announced unto her his birth.

And he commanded her to keep herself remote from pollution,

and from the eating of meat, and from the drinking of wine,

which would make her drunk, whilst she was with child, and

until she had brought forth her child. And she was not to

shave the hair of his head, for he was to be a votive offering to

God, and through him the deliverance of the children of Israel

from the Philistines was to be effected. When she told her

husband what the angel of the Lord had announced to her, he

entreated God to shew him that angel. And the angel of the

Lord appeared unto him, and he said unto him, '*Bid thy wife

to take good heed, and to observe what I have commanded her."

And she conceived and brought forth this righteous man, and

God blessed him, and the grace of the Holy Spirit of God

descended upon him. And he was bom with strength, and on

one occasion he rose up against a lion and rent him in twain.

And on another occasion he slew of the men of the Philistines

eighty men, and burnt their city. And the men of the Philis-

tines rose up against the children of judah to fight with them

because of him, and they delivered samson into their hands.

And the children of judah told samson what the men of

the Philistines had said unto them. And samson said unto

the children of judah, "Swear ye to me that ye will not

deliver me into their hands, and that ye will not [fol. 2562]

kill me.'* And having sworn unto him he delivered himself

up to them, and they bound him with two iron chains, and

delivered him over to the men of the Philistines, who rose up

against him to kill him. And a spirit of strength came down

upon him from God, and he broke those chains like threads

which had been charred by fire. After this he found the jaw-

bone of an ass, and he slew therewith a thousand horsemen of
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the Phaistines. And being athirst, and nigh unto death, he

asked God, and He made sweet water to flow out of the jawbone,

and he drank and was strong. And the children of judah laid

an ambush for him in the city of gAzA, so that they might

seize him; and he rose up by night, and lifted up the gates of

the city of gAzA, and carried them upon his shoulders up to

the top of a hill. And afterwards when they were conquered

by him, they sent to his wife and covenanted to give to her

much money, and they said unto her, "Find out from thy

husband SAMson with what he maketh himself strong." And

she asked him, and he told her that his strength was in the hair

of his head, because he was a vow to God. And she told his

enemies, and said unto them, "His strength is in the hair of his

head"; and they waited in a secret place until he was asleep.

When he was asleep his enemies came to him, and they shaved

ofl[ the hair of his head, and his strength failed. Then the men

of the Philistines came into his house, and they bound him and

took him to their own country with joy, and they put out his

eyes ; after this the hair of his head sprouted, and his strength

returned to him. And he came into the house of idols on the

day of the festival of their idols, when all the men of gAzA had

gathered together in the house of idols to worship their idols,

[fol. 256 3] And SAMSON stood up in the house of idols, and he

laid hold of the two pillars, one with his right hand, and one with

his left, and he liftedup both of them, and the two pillars fell down,

and that house of idols fell down. And those who died in that

house of idols at that slaughterwere farmore innumberthat those

he had slain in all the days of his life ; and he himself died with

them, for he determined that all the enemies of God, who were

verymany, should die with him. And all the days which sam son
judged Israel were twenty years, and he died in peace. Salutation

to SAMSON who was called the Nazarite.

And on this day also was translated the body of jamES the

"chopped." Now behold, we have written the history of his

strife on the twenty-seventh day of the month of Khedar.

Salutation to james, the "chopped," whose body was trans-

lated from Persia.
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Salutation to john who afflicted his body with toil, and who
ate only as much bread as the hand would hold.

Here endeth what is read in the month of Magabit in the

peace of God.

[Here foUows a long section on gabra manfas k£dus,
which is wanting in the Bodleian ms.]

[fol. 26 a i] And on this day took place the strife of Abba
GABRA MANFAS k£dus, the star of the desert, of glorious

renown, and fine old age, the blessed and excellent man Abba
GABRA MANFAS k£dus, the desert man, who sprang from

the city of nehisA, in the north of Egypt. And he dwelt in

the desert three himdred years. When he went forth from that

place, he wandered about in the deserts of Ethiopia, and he

dwelt in gekAlA, and then departed to the land of kabd,
and he lived [there] naked, drinking no water and eating no

food, unlike a man upon earth and unlike an angel. And he

finished his strife on the fifth day of Magabit, on the First Day
of the week, on the festival of peter and paul. This holy

man had a father and mother who were pious people, and

they were believers, and they were of noble race. His father's

name was simeon, and his mother's name was 'aklesyA,

and they were righteous before God. And they remained

childless for a period of thirty years, and 'aklesyA wept

because she had not got a son, and her husband also wept.

One day the Holy Spirit came to the place where she was, by
the door of the courtyard, and she imagined that he was a

priest who lived in the palace. And he said unto her, "Peace

be unto thee! What maketh thee weep and to groan before

God?" And 'aklesyA said unto him, "I rejoice in every

work of the Lord my God, [fol. 26 a 2] but I groan because [I

have not] a son." And at that moment 'aklesyA conceived,

on the 29th day of Magabit, and she brought forth a son on

the 29th day of Takhshash. And the angel whose name is

GABRIEL came in the form of a man, and said unto her, "The
name of this child shall be gabra manfas k£dus"; and
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then that angel disappeared. And on the third day the child

rose up, and came down from his mother's breast, and he stood

up and bowed three times to the Father, and three times to

the Son, and three times to the Holy Ghost, and he also said,

'' Glory be to the Father, Glory be to the Son, Glory be to the

Holy Ghost, Who hast brought me out of the darkness into

the light." And those who were there and heard him marvelled,

and his mother marvelled, and she remained stricken with

surprise until the third hour. And God commanded the angel

GABRIEL and said unto him, "Go to the house of simeon,

and take the child from the breast of his mother, and bring

him into the desert where there are many monks, and lay him

down in their courtyard. And say to the abbot. Take the child

from the courtyard, and bring him into the sanctuary, even as

MARY, My mother, grew up in the sanctuary, and she dwelt

there for twelve years in the hands of the angels until she came

out into the world. And I was incarnate of her, because I was

pleased with her more than with any other woman. And I am

pleased with the child, for I have made him pure, [fol. 26 « 3]

and I have created him ; for he is of the Holy Spirit. And his

food and drink shall not be of that which is on the earth, but

from the kingdom of heaven." And the angel of the Lord went

down quickly to where the child was, at his mother's breast,

and he carried him upon his wings, even as a woman carrieth

her child. And his mother, and those who were there, were

frightened when they saw the angel carrying him on his wings,

and kissing him on his face. And he bore him up to the seventh

heaven, and brought him before God, and God blessed him and

said unto the angel, "Take him to My mother that she may

bless him, and kiss him as she kissed Me. And take him also

to the fathers of olden time, adam, Abraham, isaac and

JACOB, and to all the prophets and apostles, that they may

embrace him, and to all the martyrs and the monks, and take

him also to the children who were slain, for My sake, by the

hand of he rod. And tell all of them so that they may know,

that I Myself will reward them at the last day, when all the

world shall perish, and when all of you shall be with him."

And He also said, " Bring him to me." Then the angel forthwith
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took him where God commanded, and laid him down with our

Lady mary, and she kissed him, and embraced him. And the

angel also took him to where all the righteous were assembled,

and they all embraced him ; and then he brought him back and
[set him] before God. And our Lord said unto him, "I will be
[fol. 26b i] with thee: be strong in everything which shall come
on thee. All the souls of men shall be saved by thee. And when
the story of the child and his faith is noised abroad there shall

come unto him many men, and priests, and bishops from Egypt,
and MESR (CAIRO), and neh is A, and from the district of

sabser; and he shall love pilgrims." One day when our father

GABRA MANFAS KEDUS was at prayer, [the angel] came unto
him, and said unto him, "Come, go up into heaven even as I

bore thee thither before"; and he took him, and carried him
on his wing, and made him go up to heaven, and he brought
him before God. And our Lord brought Abraham, and isaac,
and J AC OB, and the Fifteen Prophets, and the Twelve Apostles,

and all the martyrs, and He brought all the saints and said

unto them as He placed himself by him, " Rise up, and embrace
him that was born after you, and who fighteth even as ye did,

and whose glory shall be exalted. And I will be with him until

My coming, and he shall go with you, and he shall resemble
me in purity like the angels. He shall dwell at My right hand,
and ye shall be with him." And He sent to our father His
Person in His Trinity and He stretched out His hands, and
embraced him, and He kissed his mouth, and He said unto him,
"There be many souls whom thou shalt make to escape the
Judgement through thy prayers and thy supplication. Get thee
far from men. The blind and the sick sbaQ be healed through
thy prayer. Henceforward withdraw thyself [from men] and
get thee into the Inner Desert. Dwell with the lions and the
panthers; the lions shall be sixty in number and the panthers
sixty also." [fol. 2662] And the saint said unto our Lord,
"What will the lions and the panthers feed upon and what
will they eat?" And He said unto him, "If thou treadest on
the ground with thy foot they will lick the dust of thy foot,
and they will be satisfied until they obtain food; [and this
shall be] until thy coming to Me." When the good angels
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heard these words they marvelled, and when they saw the

saint nailed, and without raiment, they kissed him and em-

braced him. And the angel brought him down quickly to his

former abode. And his hair grew, and it grew thick all over his

limbs and the hair of his head was seven cubits long and the

hair of his mouth (i.e, his beard) was one cubit long Each day

he healed blind men, and lepers, and sick folk; and their number

was fifty thousand. And our father was exceedingly soriy that

men knew of his work, and his labour, and he said, I will

arise and depart from this place so that men may know nothing

about me, and may not bestow upon me the vain praise of this

world
'' And he departed from that place, and came mto the

Inner Desert, and dwelt there; and the people missed him,

and were very sorry, because he had worked miracles for them,

and they wept and lamented with a great lamentation. And he

lived in this wise for more than one hundred years, until old

age came on him. Let us now go back to our former subject

when we said that he came into the desert, and withdrew him-

self from men; and he dwelt on the right side (yaman) of the

desert for many years. During the heat of summer, and the

cold of winter, he wore no clothing on his body, but he went

naked, and his girdle was made of plaited hair. He prayed

standing in the cold of dawn, [fol. 26b 3] naked. By excessive

sufferings he melted his body, and hardened his bones (?), and

he used to say unto his soul, " Know that thou wilt have to

stand naked before God.'' He devoted himself strenuously to

prayer and fasting, and bowings, and to innumerable and

ceaseless vigils by day and by night untH at length his body

dried up and his skin became stretched tightly over his bones.

He had no food except, at times, the fruit of trees, or roots, or

plants and sometimes the grass and berries whereon the

dwellers in the desert feed. He took no care whatsoever to

provide for his body in anything. The angels used to visit him,

because he was like unto them in his speech and acts. Among

the saints of olden times and those of later times, who is there

that can be compared with him upon earth? There is not one

who did not eat the bread of earth, or drink water, or wear

raiment, but he never prepared anything for his body. Verily
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GABRA MANFAS KtDUS was like unto the fowls of heaven,

for he thought nothing about the food of this world, but he
hungered and thirsted for God [only] ; and for this reason his

food was the bread of heaven, and his drink came from the

Garden (Paradise). He knew that it was not a lie the word of

God, Who said, " Be of good cheer, have no doubt about apparel,

nor desire as to raiment " (Matthew vi, 25 f.). And God covered

his whole body with hair, even like the hair which covereth

the goat (or, sheep), and his fine beard was a garment which
covered his body, now it was as black as a raven, and was
plaited like byssus. [fol. 27a i] The awe which he inspiredwas like

that of the lion, and it was frightening and terrifying. His stature

was like that of the palm, and the odour of him was as sweet

as the scent of a mass of pisiekis (pistacios?), of the costliest

kind; his odour had the smell of the food of the desert. His face

was like the face of an angel of God, his beard was a round
mass (?), and his. . .was in his mouth. Even if I were to think

of declaring the number of his words, I could not enumerate
them, for they were far more numerous than the grains of sand
of the sea and the drops of the rain. Who hath [not] admired
thy contendings more than those of every man? And I will

exalt thee above every man, and above heaven, and earth,

and sun, and moon, and stars. Was there ever any limit to one
of thy footsteps? The prophets and the Apostles our (sic)

kinsmen speak of thee, the angels bear thee up on their wings,

our Lady mary calleth thee ''my beloved," and loveth thee

even as she loved her Son. And when he had finished making
a prayer, the angels came unto him, according to their wont,
and said unto him, "What dost thou require, O bold man?"
And he said unto them, ''I would see God, even as the saints,

who were before me, saw Him, and as the Apostles saw Him,
and also as the martyrs saw Him, when they were destroyed in

the towns, and as the righteous saw Him in the desert and in

[their] cells (or, caves)." When the angels heard his words they
departed, and told our Lord Jesus Christ all that he had said

unto them. And straightway the heavens were opened, and
the tabernacle of fire was uncovered, which four beasts carried,

I

but did not touch; and there were four and twenty priests of
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heaven holding their censers standing before Him And our

S appeared and the archangels, each one according to his

rank sitting upon his holy throne, in his own person; and the

Sl^'e weS seated-Father, and Son. and Holy Ghost, and he

IrXhree Persons and [fol.^ya^] Three Beings, and all the

angels and archangels in their hosts were praising Him. When

^f ather gabrI manfas k£dus saw this he was afraid

"d trembled. And our Lord said unto him, "Be strong and

fear not in seeing Me, for I have given thee a bold heart that

thou mayest look at Me Myself, even as abu^alamsis (i^.

JOHN of the Apocalypse) looked upon me. What dost thou

lish for. and what dost thou ask of Me? I h^ve come to thee

Sat thou mightest see Me ; what thou wishest I will do for thee

My beloved one, whom I chose before thou hadst being, and I

have made thee pure.My chosen one. Thouhast dwelt« the desert

seventv or eighty years at a time, thou hast wandered through

thrdelrts doubtfng nothing, thou hast not feared to dwell

with Uons. and thou hast endured, and been of good cheer

even unto death. And now. verily. I will not refuse what thou

Shalt ask of Me; whatsoever thou desirest I will perform for

thee
" When our father heard God utter this great mystery.

he reioiced and said, "My Lord and my God. I am not worthy

that Thou shouldst do for me as Thou hast done for others like

me Now. grant me ten mercies. Have mercy for my sake upon

the men of the land of gab6tA. who are sinners for Thou

didst not come into the world to call the righteous, who have no

need to repent, but to turn sinners to repentance. Remember.

O Lord, those in the Judgement, whose tears flow like the waters

of winter, and who gnash their teeth, and who acted as they

did in ignorance, Satan having led them into error, [fol. 27 a 3]

Have mercy upon them, O Lord, and shew compassion unto

them " And our Lord said unto our father gabra manfas

k£dus "They say hard things. It hath been heard that I do

not do unto them as unto the others, who are righteous peoples

and are pure, and have borne toil upon earth. And as to that

which thou askest Me ; I do not destroy a monk for the sake ot

one sin. If his wickednesses are many, and his sins are many,

after he hath entered the fire he becometh a subject (?) for
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judgement. When he beseecheth Me with great labour I make
the soul of that man to go forth from him, and I scatter it

among the winds, and not a trace of it is ever found; at the

resurrection of the dead [it is] not in the abode of the righteous,

or in the abode of sinners. In thy case it is not thus ; according

to My mercy I will have mercy upon thee, for I have given

thee a promise that I will do whatsoever thou askest Me."
When our father heard [this], he rejoiced and bowed his face.

And all the heavenly beings rejoiced and said, " Redemption is

with our God. Amen." And our father also said unto God,
"How great is [Thy] mercy, my Lord?" And God said, "To
each of thy years according to the length of thy days I will

add two years"; and forthwith the days of our father were
made to be three hundred years. And our Lord said unto the

archangels, " Go ye and bring souls forth from judgement, and
release them and give them to the blessed GABra manfas
k£dus." And the seven angels went down to the Gahanam
of fire, the place of sinners. At that moment came 'abd al-
mAk6s, the angel of Gahanam, who hath power over the

tortures of sinners, and brought out therefrom [fol. 276 i] the

men of the land of gab6tA. And the number of the souls who
went forth from judgement was thirty thousand, and [the seven

angels] led them on their way, and guided them—^namely

MICHAEL and GABRIEL, each with his company of angels,

RUFA'feL and URA'feL, each with his pilgrims, sAku'^l and
ramu'el, each with his great ones, and fAnu'^l blew a
trumpet before them. And the other angels were uttering cries

of joy, until they came before the throne of God in the heavens,

and sajTing, "Glory to God in the heavens, and peace upon
earth. His good will to men." And God said unto our father

GABRA MANFAS k£dus, "The men who are in the world
shall not see thee, that is to say, the priests, and the monks
and the believers; only those who are good like thyself who
visitest them. And thou shaft not appear to the angels except
by thy wish. Thy chariot shall be the winds, and thy goings

shall be like theirs without noise. Fly from the east to the west,

and from the north to the south, and from behind the earth

to the north, and thou shalt be able to come to any place by

I
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means of the winds. And from henceforth, O blessed gabra

MANFASK£DUS,Mybeloved,whensoeverthouwishestlookupon

SrMjFather, and the Holy Spirit, the Three of us thus alwa

A^k moreover, go to the country of Ethiopia, and m that land

^ere'^souls which thou hast to bring forth from judgement.

men our father heard the words of the Lord hrs face shone

and his mind rejoiced, and he said unto Him, My Lord and

my God, who shall guide me to that country, and how sha^l

know the road thither? For I have heard men say fol. 27b 2]

from my childhood that the country of Ethiopia is far away.

S o"r Lord said unto him, ^^ Go, and My power shdl bnng

thee thither, and My angels shall not be far from thee, for thou

art honourable even as are they. As for Me even as thou

wishest thou Shalt find Me, and according as thou hast asked

Me I will do for thee." After our Lord had given the promise

to His servant He disappeared from him, aiid the angels re

fumed saving "Glory,'' and, shouting with ]oy with david

tr;iphrfheyM ^Go up into the heights. Thou hast

led captive captivity, and Thou hast given Thy grace to the

children of men." And those souls which had come forth from

judgement went into the Garden of Delight Jith lionour and

praise. And the heights of heaven were filled with 3oy when

[the angels] saw this wonderful and astonishing sight, the like

of which had never been seen from the creation of the world to

the time of the coming of Christ. Grant unto me, O Lord, an

understanding heart so that I may be able to know the

work which Thou didst perform for our father gabra man fas

KfeDUS the like of which Thou didst not do for the prophets

and the patriarchs, and the other saints of the monastery and

the desert- not that a man [who] hath done the work which

Thou gavek him could do what Thou Thyself dost. What then?

Our father was able to fly in the air, and to go round the sea

of fire, [and to bring out] thousands of souls He did not do

this by the strength of his natural body which was water, fire,

dust and wind, and there was no other like him; except adam

the first [man] created, adam was not able to go about, and

to go out from Sheol untU our Redeemer came. O gabra

MANFAS KfeDUS, what is the sum of the grace, and great
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kindness, and glory, and exaltation, [fol. 2yb 3] wherewith

thou wast provided by God? When I think of describing thy

strife my mind becometh light (i.e. unsettled), like that of a

man who hath drunk old wine, with joy, and it soareth and

it cometh back, and saith, "How long and how many days

should I require to come to an end of his history ; for the matters

which concern him are very many and are countless." When
our father gabra manfas kedus looked upon the land of

gabotA he saw that there was in him the faculty of knowing

what was hidden, and what was manifest. Moreover he knew
the mysteries of the heavens, and what was in the earth, and

he knew when priests were pure, and he was able to see when
the Holy Ghost descended. The deeds of sinners were manifest

before him, and they were clear in his eyes as in a mirror, for

he knew everything relating to the spirit. And our father

GABRA manfas k£dus saw in the land of gabotA that the

people hid themselves in the church at the time of the Offering,

now the number of these amounted to two hundred. And when
the Offering was being consecrated the Holy Spirit descended

upon that altar, and our good father rejoiced when he saw the

descent of the Holy Spirit. And he also watched when the

people received the Offering, and none partook except those

whose deeds were good and whose hearts were right concerning

the mystery of the spiritual Offering. And our father said unto

the angel, ''What is the sin of those who have not received the

Spirit?" And the angel said unto our honourable father,

"Behold, the sin of those who have not received the Spirit is

great before God." And our father turned and he saw the

Satans driving the people with fiery whips [fol. 28 a i] from the

hall of the church, until they came to their houses. And Satan

himself rejoiced because they had become his companions, and
they were all destroyed, and there were left among them only

those who had wished for repentance; and Satan rejoiced

because he found certain poor folk cast out. Now these were

sinners who had not repented for their life upon earth, and they

became soldiers of Satan. When our father saw this wonderful

thing, he sorrowed and wept, and he said, *'My Lord and my
God, Thy people have been made captives, and carried off, and
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there are not left two hundred men, but four who have eaten (?)

the ephod of Thy Body. He saith, Thou givest (or, sellest)

Thy people without price" (Psalm xliv, 12). When our father

had said this he wept, and he departed to make prayers near

the place (^) of the Apostles, and when he had amved there he

fixed his gaze on the island of water near the place where he

dwelt formerly. And our Lord saw him and said unto His

blessed servant, "I will shew mercy unto thee, and m each day

I wUl give thee sixty thousand [souls], namely on My Birthday,

and on thy birthday, and on the day of My Baptism, and on

the day of My Resurrection; on each of these days [each year]

I will give thee as an act of grace sixty thousand souls. If

Satan hath carried off souls thou must take them from the

Judgement: I have left none to Satan, I have given [all] to

thee
" When Satan heard this he wept with a great weeping,

saying " Ever since this wretched man was created and born

I have been bound with fetters. Where can I go from this

wretched man who by fasting and prayer hath taken my

captives and carried them off, the captives whom I took and

led astray by my arts, [fol. 28 a 2] and carried off into the Great

Judgement, before he was bom." And uttering these words

he wished to die. And when the spirit-beings of heaven, and

the beings of earth heard [this], they rejoiced, and laughed

and brought out the souls who were in the land of Egypt with

much labour, and fasting and prayer. In one day the con-

tinuous bowings [of our father] amounted to forty thousand

and during each forty thousand [he recited] the One Hundred

and Fifty Psalms of david, and he sang the Fifteen [Books of]

the Prophets, and the Prayer of solomon, and the Praises

of our Lady mary, and besides these he bowed his face three

hundred times to the right and three hundred times to the left.

All this he did in one day and one night. Through such work

as this the souls of sinners gained salvation, and our father by

his prayer made the Satans weep, and exhausted the power of

Satan and destroyed the sting of his poison, and earned him

bound into captivity. After this [our father] went forth from

Ethiopia with lions and hyaenas accompanying him ;
the number

of the lions and hyaenas which went before him was thirty,
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and the number of those which followed him was thirty. An

angel of God, whose name was gabriel, guided him, and our

father was moimted upon a chariot of the spirit, and those

beasts were with him. And the angel brought him to the land

of KABD, and then he took him to zeku£la, on the highland

of the earth, and our father stood on the sea-shore, and looked

east, and west, and south, and north. And he saw the sins of

the [men of] Ethiopia, and they were spread out before his

eyes and planted in his brain. And he said unto God, "I

swear unto Thee by Thy Living Name, that I will not go forth

from this sea, and that I will not stand [fol. 28 a 3] upon my
feet." And he sat thus for forty days and forty nights, and a

voice came unto him from heaven, saying, ''Whosoever shall

commemorate thee and shall call upon thy name I will give

unto thee." And our father said unto the angel, ''All Ethiopia

hath not been taught; I will not go away from this sea." And

the angel departed from him, and he dwelt in this wise for one

hundred years; and all his body perished, and his blood was

poured out from him, until all the water of the sea resembled

blood, and all his bones appeared like crystal. And the devils

came and smote him, from the east and from the west, from the

south and from the north, in one day five hundred devils smote

him with their darts all day long, for one hundred years. And

his bones dwindled and became like sharp stones, and among

the men who were before him, from Stephen the martyr to

peter, the chief of the Apostles, and among all the martyrs

who died for Christ, there was none who displayed in one day

the wonderful things which he made manifest. After this our

Lord came and stood on the sea-shore, and He said unto our

father, "Rise up and go forth, I have given thee Ethiopia";

and he found his bones like the eye of a needle. And He sought

for him, and made him as he was at first. And He sent him to

KABD, and then He took him up into heaven; and he dwelt for

seven years in the lower part of heaven, but above the sun.

After this He sent him into the land of kabd, and he lived

standing upright like a pillar for six [fol. 286 i] months, and

he gazed into heaven, and he neither dropped his eyelids nor

bowed his head, and his hands were stretched out towards
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heaven. After this Satan came to him in the form of a black

raven, and he found his bones suspended in the heavens which

covered [them], and he sat upon his head, and he pecked at

his eyes, and dug out his eyeballs. After this our father re-

mained [blind] for ninety-eight [years], and he prayed con-

tinually, and ceased not in that land. Then michael and

GABRIEL came to him, and they stood in front of his face,

and together they breathed upon him, and his eyes saw and his

vision became seven times brighter than the sun. And they

said unto him,
'' Depart to zfeKUAla (sic), that thou mayest kill

thine enemies, and great strength shall be given unto thee from

heaven andfrom earth'' ; and after this theywent up into heaven^

And our father rose up and went to z£ kuala (sic), and he found

on the road three tired men of the mountains, and they were

resting close by their dwelling in the shade. And Abba gabra

MANFAS KfeDUS looked at them and said in his mind, ''I will

hide from them." And they made haste and cried out, saying,

"Do not forsake us at the throne of God. Carry us a little way

on thy back, that is to say, carry each of us three for one stade
"

And our father came, and saw that they were all broken old

men and that they were covered with grey hair. And he lifted

up one of them upon his back and he carried him and brought

him a distance of one stade. And the old man said unto him,

[fol 2862] "Now thou hast tired thyself, for thou neither

eatest, nor drinkest, nor weepest.'' And our father said unto

him, ''*By what dost thou know me?" And the old man said,

"Go and bring my companions"; and he turned and went,

leaving the old man there, and he came to the place where the

other two old men were, and he took one of them and brought

him back to the old man, and set him down there. Then he

went back and took the other old man and brought him to

the first old man and joined him. And he said unto them,

"Whence have ye come? The odour of you is sweet and

rejoiceth the heart, and carrieth away the senses." And the

three old men rose and stood up, and the three of them seemed

to be one. And they said unto him, "We will carry thee even

as thou didst carry us for a little, and we wUl carry thee, and

make thee to arrive in the Seventh Heaven." Atthatmoment their
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countenance changed, and they put on the awe of Godhead,

and they became like flames of fire, and lightnings flashed forth

from them. And all the angels of heaven and earth came down,

and were terrified, and the mountains and hills descended, and
fell down, and all the rocks were broken in pieces and they

became like dust. At this moment the Father of Light took

our father and carried him on His back, and brought him to

the middle of the Second Heaven. And His Son went back to

him and took him, and carried him on His back, and brought

him from the Second Heaven to the middle of the Third Heaven,

and the Holy Spirit went back to him and brought him to

His holy and awful throne; and the Three Persons and One
Being sat on one throne. And our Lord embraced him [fol.

286 3] and kissed his mouth, and Father, Son, and Holy Ghost

embraced him and kissed him ; as a father kisseth his son even

so did They kiss him and embrace him. And He shewed him
the four thrones of the Prophets, and Apostles, and the Righteous,

and the Martyrs, and there remained three double [thrones].

And our Lord said unto him, "Heaven, and earth, and sun,

and moon, and stars, are insufficient to be the price of one hair

of thy head. Depart, get thee down to z£kuAlA, and drown
the devils who cast away thy bones, for they are boasting and
they know not that I have raised thee up. I will be in the sea,

and the seven archangels shall follow thee, and fiery lightnings

shall go before thee." And our father flew on the back of the

lightning, and the Three Persons sent him on his way, and
returned to their throne. And our father descended and fell

upon their heads with swords of fire, and the lightnings con-

sumed them, and they became ashes. And the winds carried

away their ashes, and those devils were in number seven

thousand two hundred, and they all perished in one day, and
there remained not one. After this the lightnings and the arch-

angels went up [into heaven]. And our father departed to the

land of KABD, where there were lions, and hyaenas, and wolves,

and serpents. After this the saints came to him one day, led

by the Holy Spirit: (i) Abba samuel of wAld£bbA, (2)

Abba 'ans£sA of the land of hazl6, (3) Abba benyAm of

the lower land ; and they had their lions with them. They came
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to the land of kabd, and our father hid himself; and they

contmued in praises seven days until [fol. 29 a i] they should find

him. After the seven days certain lions, which had been hidden,

went forth, and came to the place where the three saints were,

and they seized upon their lions and devoured their bodies
;
they

devoured and licked up their bodies in a moment. And the

saints were terrified, and the lions disappeared. And the samts

were exceedingly sorry, and their sorrow was revealed unto

our father. And he rose up and came to them with the great

power which was given unto him from heaven, and with him

there were sixty lions, and sixty hyaenas, and angels bearing

the tent of light. And the hair of his head covered his whole

body like a thatch and swept the ground, and the hair of his

beard and neck reached the ground; and he was arrayed in Ms

apparel. And he came unto them with great might, and said

unto them, 'Teace be unto you, O saints of God." And those

saints were terrified when they saw his terrifying majesty and

the lions which roared before him, and the hyaenas which

screamed and laughed like horses. And our father said unto

those saints, 'Tor what purpose have ye come to me, [seeing

that] I am alone in this desert place?" And those saints said

unto him, "We came unto thee having known of thy holy

prayers, O chief anchorite in all the world, and we came unto

thee that we might hold converse with the servant of God.

When we came and did not find thee we sorrowed and wept for

seven days, and whilst we were praying on the seventh day thy

hons came and seized our lions, and they ate them up and swal-

lowed them and licked up their blood in the twinkling of an

eye." And our father said unto his lions, "Why did ye eat

[fol. 29a 2] what God had not commanded ye to eat? Ye were

ordered to eat nothing but the dust of my footsteps untU the

day of your deaths. Cast up and throw up what ye have eaten."

And the lions opened their mouths, and threw up what

they had eaten, all the flesh and bones and blood of the saints'

lions, and none of their flesh and bones remained in their

bellies; and they cast up everything in the twinkling of an eye.

And our father turned towards the east, and praised God,

saymg, "O Thou Who didst raise up lazarus, raise them up,
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but do not raise up those whom Thou hast given to Thy servants

to follow them." Then he blessed them and their bodies, that

is to say, the dead bodies of the lions, and he said unto them,
''Rise up by the power of God." And the lions rose up in the

twinkling of an eye, and they were as they were at first, and
they uttered cries, and purred, and lay down by our father, and
they did homage at his feet. And those lions spake like men,
and they said unto him, "Henceforward we will follow thee.

Those saints were unable to do anything for us, but thou hast

raised us up and brought us out from the bellies of [thy] lions";

and our father sent them away to their former owners, and the

saints marvelled at the work of God. And Abba samuel said

unto our father, "Art thou God? We thought that thou wast
a man like unto ourselves. That which was dead thou hast

raised from the belly of the lions, and what they had eaten thou
hast made to come forth. We have seen a marvellous thing

this day !

"

On the third day of Magabit our father fell sick, and on the

Eve of the Sabbath his death drew nigh. His pain and sickness

seized him so strongly, that he wellnigh died; and the hour of

his death approached. And there came unto him several

anchorites who [fol. 29^3] were recluses, whose names were,

f£re kedus, and zara buruk, and james, and benyam,
and JOSEPH, and our father told them that he was going to

die, and that God had given him a covenant (or, promise).

When they heard this they wept, and sorrowed for the death
of the saint, for he was the chief of the anchorites. During the

early hours of the Sabbath he lived with difficulty, and was
exhausted, now burning and now sweating, but he never
ceased to make supplication to his God, which was his custom
with every breath. When the evening came his body was in a
state of collapse, and he was unable to speak, and those who
were by him [sent] to fetch gabraandreasso that he might
see his death and be a witness concerning it. When the anchor-
ites came to him, they told him that the blessed man was
going to die; and when he heard [this] he wept and sorrowed
bitterly. And he rose up, and went to him. And it was the

evening of the Sabbath, for the day was ended, and it was the
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first hour of the night. And he rose up [and went] to the place

where he was, now his road was far from the abode of the holy

man, and the place where the honourable man was. And at

the fourth hour of the night he found him lying like a majestic

lion in the desert where there was none to terrify him and to

overshadow him; and there was no one in the village which

was near his road who had found him. And he was lying with

his hands spread out towards heaven, even as our Lord Jesus

Christ was extended on the wood of the Cross at the time of

His Passion, until the hour of His death. And one saw the light

which WcLs upon him, and the grace of God which was on his

face, and the ruddiness of his beauty, and his beard which was

as white as snow. When the seventh hour of the night came his

soul separated itself from his body. At that moment a sound

was heard from heaven, like the sound of thunder, and there

came down lamps [fol. 296 i] which were like snow, and like

unto crystal, and which thundered and rolled down from the

heavens to the earth, each having the form and similitude of

the other, and they shone like the sun, and moon, and stars.

Those who were there were terrified and afraid, because of the

great awfulness of the things which were taking place, and

which had come upon them; and they were unable to touch

any part of his body. And after his death they withdrew them-

selves and fled, and they lost their senses by reason of the fear

and trembling which had come upon them. Now the earth

trembled, and the mountains quaked, and there was a mighty

noise at the moment of the departure of the soul of the saint.

And those saints stood afar off that they might see and hear the

mysteries of heaven and earth which were being performed.

And God fortified the minds of those saints, so that they might

understand what had happened to the honourable man, our

father, and might testify that they had seen God in His Three

Persons descend to our father before his soul [departed].

And Jesus said unto him (?),*'! have come to give thee oblations

for thy commemoration. Whosoever shall write or have written

the book of thy strife shall pass with thee boldly, and his abode

shall be in the mansions of light, and I will write his name on My
awful throne. Whosoever shall commemorate thee regularly
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and unceasingly shall pass through the lake of fire, and shall
stand unashamed before thee. If he giveth bread to the hungry
I will give him the bread of heaven, and he shall nevermore
hunger. If he giveth drink to the thirsty I wUl make him to
drink milk with the babes for ever. If he giveth incense, even
though he be polluted, he shall be with thee. [fol. 2962] If
he give flour I will make him to draw nigh unto the heavenly
Jerusalem with thee. If he give oil on the day of thy com-
memoration he shall be with Abraham, isaac, and JAC0B-
I s ra e l. If he bring a lamp, he shall traverse the sea of fire and
darkness, with twelve lamps of light, which shall be seven
times brighter than the sun. If they assemble on the day of
thy commemoration, I will make them to assemble on Mount
Zion with all the saints." And our father entreated God and
said unto Him, "I have lived three hundred and sixty-nine
years, I have never drunk water, I never thought about food
for my body, and have eaten only wood (i.e. herbs), and the
fruits of the desert, nor about clothing for my body, and I
continued to be naked, and if I had lived in the sea I should have
Hved Hke the fish and the hippopotamus. I lived in a tree Hke
the birds, and I lived like the stag in the mountains, with the
lion, the wolf, the panther and the serpent. This is the reward
which Thou givest to the saints. I beseech thee, O Lord, to be
pleased to speak to me." And our Lord answered and said
unto him, "If the sin of a man is unrepented of, the man who
hath committed it, not only if he be a Christian, but if he be
an 'arminu, I will give unto thee if he celebrate thy com-
memoration, and he shall be saved, and he shall be with thee.
When thy soul is separated [from thy body] on the fifth day
of Magabit they shall make twelve. . .as for mary, My mother.
They shall make a habitation and I will bless their assemblies.
If he be old, I will give him a good seat. And now ascend into
the houses of light. And take twelve crowns, and ten thousand
lamps in thy right hand, and ten thousand lamps in thy left
hand, one thousand before thee and one thousand behind thee, and
twelve precious stones of light, and take [fol. 2gb 3] horses of
fire to bear thee." And our father answered and said unto him,
"O our Lord Jesus Christ, If men celebrate my commemoration
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with right hearts, unto how many generations wilt Thou give

Sem unto me?'' And the Lord said unto him, ^I will give

them unto thee for fifteen generations." Then they heard a

leat voice which cried out and said, '^Take the body of gabra

MANFAS KfeDUS, and carry it away, and let his grave be in

Jerusalem,*on the right-hand side of the altar/' And Michael

iid GABRIEL and all the angels uttered cnes of ]oy before his

holy soul, and each of them cried out unceasingly, and the

angels carried away his body to bury it as God commanded

them- and thirty desert anchorites came to meet it And the

hosts of angels placed his soul in the houses of light, saying

-Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, all the time, now and

always, and for ever and ever."

THE EIGHTH MONTH—mIyAZYA
(APRIL 6-MAY 5)

[fol. 30«l] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

Month Miyazya the blessed. The length of the [first] day is

thirteen hours, and then it becometh longer.

I. Miyazya

On this day the holy father Abba sylvanus died. This
blessed man became a monk in his youth under the direction
of Saint Abba macarius in the desert of scete. He strove
in every narrow path, and he fasted frequently for long periods,
with prayer and many vigils, and humility and love. And he
was a great father, and God revealed unto him divine visions
and made him to know marvellous matters, as in the following
case. One day his mind was carried away, and he fell on his
face upon the ground, and remained there a long time. Then
he lifted up his head, and the brethren who were there near
him asked him to tell them what had come upon him; but he
did not want to tell them, and he remained silent and wept
bitteriy. When they urged him, and entreated him, to make
known to them what had happened to him, he said unto them,
"They carried me off to the Garden of Delight, and I saw the
habitations of the righteous and the places of torture, and I
also saw many monks, whom they were carrying to Gah A nam,
and I also saw many laymen whom they were carrying to the
kingdom of heaven. Why then should I not weep for myself?

"

From that day he covered his face with his head-cloth, and
said, ''I do not want to see the light of this fleeting world, for
after it they will take me into everlasting darkness." Now this
holy man devoted himself to the works of the ascetic life ; and
he strove zealously in the works which appertained [fol. 30 a 2]
to the soul and body; and he also commanded his disciples
never to cease working with their hands, and to give away in

B £ S III
49
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charity what was left of the money whereon they Uved. One

day there came unto this holy man a certain lazy monk, and

when he saw this holy old man and his disciples working with

their hands, he said unto the old man and his disciples, "Ye do

then work for the food which is transitory? But ye should

work for the food which abideth for the life everiasting. For it

is written in the Holy Gospel 'mary hath chosen for herself

the good part which shall not be taken from her'" (Luke x, 42).

When the old man Abba sylvanus heard him speaking thus,

he commanded his disciple, and said unto him, "Give this

brother the Book to read, and take him into the guest chamber,

and shut the door on him, and do not leave with him anything

which he can eat " ; and his disciple did as the old man com-

manded. When the ninth hour came the old man and his

disciples prayed and ate their food, but did not summon that

monk. And the time of supper having passed, that monk, with

his eyes gazing towards the door, waited for them to summon

hrni [to eat]. And being consumed with hunger, he came out

from the cell, and went to Saint Abba sylvanus, and he

said unto him, "O my father, have the brethren eaten their

meal this day? " And the holy man answered and said unto

hun, "Yea, they have eaten." And the monk said unto him,

"Why did ye not summon me? " And the holy man answered

and said unto him, "Thou art a spiritually-minded man, and

hast no need of food for the body. Thou hast chosen the good

part, [fol. 30 a 3] but we are men of the body, and we require

material food; for this reason we require the work of our hands."

And the monk knew that he had transgressed with his words,

and he bowed low before the holy man, and he said unto him,

'Torgive me, O my father, for I have transgressed." And the

holy man sylvanus answered, and said unto him, "O my

son, we have need of work, just as martha worked, and

through MARTHA, MARY was praised." Thus the monk was

rebuked by the teaching of this father. And he worked with his

hands continually, and he gave alms to the poor with what

remained over. And this holy man wrote many discourses (or,

homilies) and admonitions wherein was help to carry on the

spiritual strife. Having finished his days and attained a good

EIGHTH MONTH—mIyAzyA (APRIL 6-MAY 5) 775
old age, God the Most High made him to know the time of his
death. And he called the monks who were nigh unto him, and
he was blessed by them, and he asked them to remember him
at the time of their prayers; and they on their part asked him
to make mention of them to God. And he embraced them and
died in peace. Salutation to sylvanus, the companion of
the angels.

And on this day also the pagan Arabs of Upper Egypt rose
up [fol. 30b I] and attacked the monasteries in the desert of
SCETE, and the church of Saint Abba macarius, and they
carried off aU the goods which were in all the monasteries. And
the monks gathered together, and prayed, and made inter-
cession with the holy fathers, and our Lord Jesus Christ drove
those pagans away, and they turned and fled, and there was
none other than God our Lord Jesus Christ Who drove them
away; and the monks gave thanks unto God, Who sheweth
compassion unto them for ever and ever. Amen. Salutation
unto each of you, O ye sons of macarius.

And on this day also (according to what is written in an
Egyptian book of the city of Alexandria, and in an Egyptian
book of Upper Egypt) took place the festival in commemoration
of the death of aarcn the priest, the brother of moses the
prophet, the son of 'anbarim (amram). What is written in
the Book of the Law {t,e. Pentateuch) saith that he died on the
third day of the second month of the exodus of the children of
Israel from Egypt, that is to say on the eighth day of the month
of Genbot. Now the Jewish months revolve, and that [second]
month became this month in that year, on the first day of the
month Miyazya. This righteous man was the brother of moses
the prophet, the son of 'anbarim (amram), the chief of the
prophets, the teacher of the Law, and the brother of mar

y

(MIRIAM), the prophetess; and [fol. 3o^>2] they were of the
tribe of LEVI. And God wrought by his hands many miracles
in the land of Egypt. And God chose him, and his sons, and
made them His priests, and gave unto them a title of all the
goods, and the offerings of the children of Israel. When the

49-2

ii
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sons of KORAH rose up against him, God destroyed them, and

He commanded the earth and it opened its mouth and swallowed

them up. And having pleased God the Most High, and fought

a good fight, and kept the Law, he departed to God. Salutation

to AARON.

And on this day also died Saint mAtron a, and Saint Justus,

and his wife, who became martyrs. [Omitted in the Bodleian

MS.]

II. MiyAzyA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

OnthisdaydiedAbbasiMON,of thecityof halib (aleppo).

Salutation to simon.

[fol. 306 3] And on this day died Saint Christopher, the

martyr, whose face was like the face of a dog. This holy man

came from the coimtry, the people whereof used to eat men and

dogs. They captured him in battle, and his father became a

believer through Saint matthew the apostle. When they

captured him he did not believe the words of the men who

made him captive, and he prayed to God, and He opened his

tongue, and he spake as spake those who had made him captive.

And he rebuked those who afflicted the Christian peoples, and

the captain who was over the soldiers beat him very severely.

And the holy man said unto him, " If it were not the command

of God, my Lord Jesus Christ, which maketh me to endure

and which holdeth back my strength, and restraineth me, thou

and thy soldiers could not be deUvered from me." And the

governor sent a message to the emperor concerning him, and

told him what had happened to him, and the emperor sent two

hundred soldiers to bring the holy man to him; and he went

with them of his own free will without fear. And he had a staff

in his hand, and he prayed and straightway it sprouted and

blossomed. When the soldiers lacked bread the holy man

prayed, and there was bread in abundance for the soldiers, who
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marvelled exceedingly, and believed on our Lord Jesus Christ.
And when they arrived in the city of Antioch they were baptized
with Christian baptism by the hand of Abba paul. Archbishop
of the city of Antioch. When Christopher came [fol. 31^ i]

before the Emperor decius he frightened him, and decius
tried to persuade him [to deny Christ]. And he sent two very
beautiful harlots to him for he thought they would be able to
make him to fall into sin with them ; but the holy man rebuked
them, and they believed on our Lord Jesus Christ, and they
repented and became martyrs. And the two hundred soldiers
likewise confessed our Lord Jesus Christ, the Living [God], before
the emperor. Then the emperor commanded the [other] soldiers
to cut off their heads, and they cut off their heads with swords,
and the soldiers received crowns of martyrdom in the kingdom
of the heavens. And the holy man terrified the emperor, and he
said unto him, "O thou receiver of the work of Satan and his
abode

!

" And the emperor waxed furious, and he commanded
his soldiers to cast him into a huge frying-pan and to light a
fire under him, and they did so, but no harm whatsoever came
to him as they wished, on the contrary he taught the people
whilst he was in the frying-pan. When the people saw that he
was speaking and teaching the men, and that he was whole
and unharmed, they marvelled exceedingly, and they believed
on our Lord Jesus Christ ; and they drew nigh to the frying-pan
in order to lift the holy man out from it. And the emperor
commanded his soldiers to cut off [the heads] of all of them with
swords, and they did so, and [the people] received crowns of
martyrdom. Then the emperor commanded his soldiers to hang
a great stone from the neck of Saint Christopher, and to
cast him into a pit, and they did unto him even as the emperor
commanded

; and the angel of the Lord brought him out of the
pit, whole and unharmed. When the emperor was tired [of
torturing him] he commanded them to cut off his head with the
sword, and he received the crown of mart5n:dom [fol. 31^2]
in the kingdom of heaven. Salutation to Christopher who
believed through the teaching of matthew, and salutation
to those who died with him, thirty women and handmaidens,
and three men.
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And on this day also is commemorated malal'^l (maha-

laleel), the son of cainan. malAl'^l (mahalaleel)

lived one hundred and sixty-five years and begot j are d; and

all his days were 165 (sic) years. And malal'el (mahala-

leel) died on the First Day of the week, on the second day

of the month of Miyazya, and he was buried in the cave of

TREASURES.

III. MiYAzYA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father Abba john. Bishop of the

city of Jerusalem. This holy man had Jewish parents, who

kept the Law of the torAh (i.e. Pentateuch). When he had

arrived at man's estate his parents taught him the doctrine of

the Law of the t6rAh, and he became exceedingly learned

therein. And he disputed with the Christians, and argued with

them, until at length he became certain in his heart and believed

that our Lord Jesus Christ came into the world and that He was

God in truth. And he believed through Saint Justus, Bishop

of Jerusalem, who baptized him with Christian baptism, and

made hun a deacon [fol. 31a 3] in the city of Jerusalem. Then

he advanced in good works, and in knowledge, until he became

fit to be Bishop of the city of Jerusalem. When andrianus

became king, he who was called "elias," he commanded

[the people] to [re]build the ruined places of the city of Jeru-

salem; now his name was called "elias." Then the Jews

built the western gate, of great strength (?), and he made (i.e.

set) over the gate a tablet of costly stone on which was engraved

the name of "elias." Now in his days Jerusalem was filled

with stone, and with Gentiles and Jews. When the Gentiles

saw the Christians coming to Golgotha and praying there, they

prevented them, and built there a temple dedicated to the planet

VENUS, and they would not allow the Christians to pass that

site. Then there came upon this holy man great tribulation

and sorrow, and provocation from the Gentiles, who lived in
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the city of Jerusalem, and they beat him often, and dragged
(?) him about, and treated him with insult, and afflicted him,
and he entreated God that his soul might be received to Him

;

and he died in peace, having sat upon the episcopal throne for
two years. Salutation to john, the persecuted, the son of
MARY.

[fol. 31 b I] And on this day also died the holy father, the pure
virgin, Abba michael, the seventy-first Archbishop of the
city of Alexandria. The soul of this father desired what was
good, that is to say, to put on the apparel of the holy angels,
or the garb of the monk, and he became a monk in the church
of Saint Abba macarius, in the desert of scete. He lived
in the desert until he was an old man, and he was set over many
monks, and he fought a good fight all his days, and he pleased
God. And he laboured and did a great work until he reached
the archiepiscopate, which is Christian ordination (?) in this
world, and in the heavenly world which is to come. When
Abba GABRIEL, the archbishop who preceded him on the
throne of mark the evangelist, died, there was no Archbishop
of Alexandria for four months, and the bishops, and priests,

and the chief doctors spent a period of three months in searching
out, and trying to choose the man who was best suited for the
office of archbishop. And after much searching, and great
labour, they chose three desert monks, concerning whom it was
testified that they were orthodox in Faith, and learned. And
they wrote the names of these three men on three small pieces
of paper, and they wrote the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ on
a piece of paper, and they sealed each one of them with wax,
and laid them on the altar. And the bishops, and priests,

[fol. 31 ^> 2] and monks remained praying for three days and
three nights, and they consecrated the Offering; and they
entreated God Most High to set over them a good shepherd
and a faithful priest. And after three days they called a certain
small child and they said unto him, ''Take out for us one
seal[ed paper] from among these four seals.'' And the boy
took out that seal under which was the name of this holy father
Abba MICHAEL, and all men knew that God had chosen him.
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III

And he was [of] the sons of MAKiDOS, of the cell of dars^n,

which is in the desert ; and all the men cried out, '* He is worthy,

he is worthy, he is worthy"; and straightway they enthroned

him archbishop. And he entered upon his office with all the

gracious excellence which befits the archiepiscopacy. And they

chose a scribe to write his epistles to every coimtry, and to

every bishop. And this father used to teach the people, and

exhort the sinners to repent of their sins; and all his flock

feared him because they knew that God was with him. He was

pure in heart and in soul, and he had no desire for any of the

dainty meats and delicate foods of this worid, and he coveted

neither the honour thereof nor its possessions. And he strove

and understood the visiting of the poor and needy, and he gave

them what they asked for their needs, and whatsoever remained

after their wants were satisfied he spent in building churches.

This father did not hold his office a full year, but lived a little

short of it, and he died in peace, [fol. 31 b 3] Salutation to

MICHAEL.

And on this day also died MARKt, the poor, the Christian.

This holy man was a native of the city of Antioch, and he had

a trusted friend whose name was GUfesPAR, an infidel, and a

worshipper of idols; and the two men differed about nothing

whatsoever except their Faith. One day marke and this

GUFAR (sic) departed on a pilgrimage to the city of Bagdad
(baghdAd), and they spent five days in travelling through a

desert wherein there was no man. Now marke the Christian

was a rich man, and he had with him thirty pounds of gold, and

whilst he was on the road he fell sick of a violent disease which

brought him [nigh unto] death. And he forced himself and

wrote a docimient, saying thus: ''From Thy servant, the son

of Thy handmaiden, I have thirty pounds of gold fastened to

the black mule and it is Thine, O my Lord Jesus Christ, the Son

of God, Glory be to Thee ! in atonement for my sins, and for

my errors, so that Thou mayest give me the kingdom of heaven

;

and it shall not be for my children, my wife and my kinsfolk."

And he rolled up the paper, and sealed it, and called his friend

GufesPAR, and he made him swear by his gods that he would
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do for him everything which he told him. And when gu£spAr
had sworn, he said unto him, "When I die do not touch me,
but take this paper and the thirty pounds of gold [fol. 32 a i]

with the mule on which it is, and give it to my Lord Jesus
Christ, the Son of God; take it in thy hand and do not tell my
children." And gu£spAr said unto him, "Art thou mad, O
my friend? Didst thou not say that Christ, glory be to Him!
died, and rose, and ascended into heaven? How then can I

give it unto Him?" And MARKt said unto him, "Go to a
church, and when he who belongs to it cometh unto thee, give
him the gold from thy hand into his." And after this when
MARKE came nearer and nearer to death guespAr sat down
some distance from him, and waited for him to die. And he saw
angels coming down to him holding a heart of light, and with
them were the righteous, and the martyrs, and david singing
psalms to his harp; and the Holy Spirit came down in the form
of a white dove, and He went round the body of marke thrice.

And when the holy soul of marke saw [this] it went forth
from his body, and ascended into heaven with great glory.

And then two lions came and buried him. And GufespAR
loaded the gold [on the mule] and departed, marvelling at
everything which he had seen. When he drew nigh to Antioch,
he related what he had seen to thaddaeus, the steward of
the church, [who did not wish] to receive guSspAr the pagan,
but he demanded from him the gold and the mule. When the
priest said this, guespAr said unto him, "I will give the gold
and the mule from my hand into the hand of my Lord Jesus
Christ [only], as my friend made me swear to do." And leading
away the mules, he departed to the church. And the priest

thaddaeus opened the gates, and having gone in guespAr
laid the gold on the altar ; and having gone out the gates were
closed, and he stood there. And at the time of midnight, he
[fol. 32 a 2] heard the sound of thunder inside the church, and
light appeared, and suddenly my God our Lord Jesus Christ
came down with great glory; and with Him were two angels,
and He sat down upon the altar. And an angel said unto
gu£spAr, "Come, worship, for this is Christ Himself, the Son
of God"; and gu£spAr bowed low and gave Him the paper.
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saying, '*I have believed in Thee, my Lord Jesus Christ." And
Christ ordered the angels to weigh the gold, and there were

thirty pounds, and our Lord commanded GUfeSPAR to be

baptized by the priest thaddaeus, and he and all the men of

his house were baptized, now they were in mmiber seventy-five

souls. And GufesPAR died in the Faith of Christ. Salutation

to MARKE who sent his gold to Christ. Salutation to the

idolater gu£spar, and also to the men of his house who

believed through this great miracle.

IV. MiyazyA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day the saints victor, and decius, and IRENE,

and many people, both men, and women, and virgins became

martyrs. These saints lived in the days of the kingdom of

CONSTANTINE, and in the days of his son; now these emperors

destroyed many houses of idols, and broke their idols, and

burned them in the fire, [fol. 32 « 3] and they built [on the sites

of the temples] many churches and altars, in the name of our

Lady, the holy Virgin mary, the God-bearer, and in the names

of many saints. When constantine was dead julian the

infidel reigned, and he set up the worship of idols, and he

honoured their priests, and slew many Christians. And the

history of these saints was noised abroad, how they worked

[destruction] in the houses of the idols, and how they smashed

the idols. Then the governor seized them, and tortured them

for many days, and beat them, and crucified them, and flayed

the skin from their bodies with iron knives ; and after this [the

soldiers] cut off their heads with swords, and they received

crowns of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. Salutation

to VICTOR, and decius, and 'ermo (sic).

Salutation to the holy father, isaac the abbot.
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V. MiyAzyA

in the name of the father and the son
and the holy ghost, one god

[fol. 32b I] On this day died the great prophet, the righteous
man, ezekiel, the son of buz, the priest, who was made
captive, and carried off to the city of Babylon. When Ne-
buchadnezzar carried the children of Israel into captivity,
the spirit of prophecy descended upon ezekiel when he was
in the land of Babylon, and in prophecy he spake many mar-
vellous words. In prophecy he spake concerning the birth of
our Lord Jesus Christ by our Lady, the holy Virgin mary,
and how after she had borne Him, she would remain a virgin!
And he prophesied, saying, ''I saw in the East a door which
was shut. And God said unto me. This door shall remain shut,
and it shall not be opened, and none shall go through it except
the Lord God of Israel, and He shall go in and out from it."

And he prophesied concerning the baptism of Christ, [saying],
"The soul of a man shall be sanctified, and his body, and the
heart of stone shall be plucked out from him, and he shall
become a son of God by the descent of the Holy Spirit upon
him*' (Ezekiel xxxvi, 26). And he encouraged the people and
rebuked the priests for forsaking the teaching of the people,
and he said unto them, "Guard yourselves against laziness,'

and be not blind to doctrine." And he rebuked them and said
unto them, " God will require the souls of men from you if ye
do not teach them and if ye do not wake them up." And he
prophesied concerning the resurrection of bodies, [saying],
"Needs must that dead bodies shall rise, and they shall become
one with their souls even as they were aforetime. And they
shall rise up according to what is prepared for them, whether
it be for punishment or whether it be for [fol. 32 ^> 2] joy."
And he uttered many prophecies which are of benefit to those
who read them, and God made manifest through him many
signs and wonders. When the children of Israel worshipped
idols in the city of Babylon, he rebuked them, and because of
this their leaders rose up and killed him. And he prophesied
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five hiindred and seventy and seven years before the Incarnation

of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the days of his prophesying were

one year. Salutation to ezekiel, who saw mary as a closed

door, which God had stablished.

And on this day also took place the strife of 'aflAmIs, and

THEODORA, and 'arsani (arsenius), the monk, and

WASiLDES (BASILIDES ?).

VI. MivAzvA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Saint mary, the Egyptian, the dweller in

the desert. This holy woman was a native of Egypt, and she

came from the city of Alexandria, and her parents were Chris-

tians. When her days were twelve years, the Hater of good

and the Adversary of men seduced her, and led her astray and

made her his net wherein he caught innumerable souls, [fol. 32 h 3]

that is to say Satan made her to love fornication. And she gave

her body up to fornication, without payment, because of her

love for the deadly sin, and she continued in this filthy work

for a period of seven and twenty years; and her love for this

filthy work increased [with her years]. And by the Will of

God, the Lover of mankind. He shewed her the men who wished

to go and be blessed at the tomb of our Lord Jesus Christ in

the city of Jerusalem, and the thought stirred in her mind that

she would go with them; and she embarked in a ship, with

many people. When they were about to set sail, the sailors

said unto her, " Give us the passage money for the ship,'' and

as she had not the money with her to give them, she gave them

her body so that they might take fornication with her in place

of the ship's passage money. When she arrived in Jerusalem,

she did the same thing, and played the whore continually. When
she wished to go in with the rest of the people through the door

of the church of the tomb of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Divine

Power prevented her from entering. And it came to pass that
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when she wished [to fornicate] with the people who were coming
[there] the Power of God prevented her from doing so. And when
she drew nigh, and the Power prevented her from entering the
church because of her filthy deeds, she lifted up her eyes to
heaven, to God the Merciful, being sad and sorrowful in her
heart, and she saw above her a picture of our Lady, the holy
Virgin mary, the God-bearer. And she wept before it, and
made entreaty unto it, saying, ''O intercessor for [fol. 33a i]

all Christian people, O God-bearer, make a pact with me.
If I can go in and celebrate the festival with all the [other]
people, I will do everything which thou commandest me."
And saying these words she went quickly into the church of
the tomb of our Lord Jesus Christ. And when she had finished
the keeping of the feast, she returned quickly to the picture of our
Lady the holy Virgin mary, the God-bearer; and she made long
prayers before it, and wept bitteriy, and made entreaties before
it that the Virgin would send her wheresoever she pleased, so
that she might save her soul. And a voice came out from the
picture of our Lady, the holy Virgin mary, the God-bearer,
saying, "If thou wilt go into the desert of the Jordan thou wilt
find rest and salvation." And she accepted the words, and
prayed and saluted the picture of our Lady, the holy Virgin
MARY, the God-bearer, and then she went forth. When she
had gone forth from the church she met a certain man, and he
gave her three small coins wherewith she bought bread. Then
she crossed the valley (or, river) of the Jordan, and dwelt in
the desert of the Jordan for seven and forty years; and she
strove strenuously, and Satan fought against her by means of
her love for the impure thing which she had worked formeriy.
And she lived upon the bread which she had bought for many
days, and every two days she used to fast for two days, and
every three days for three days, and little by little she ate up
her bread. When the bread was finished she lived upon the
herbs in the desert. When the seven and forty years wherein
she had wandered up and down the desert had come to an end,
the holy priest zozimas went out into the desert of the Jordan^
[fol. 33a 2] in order to complete therein the holy Forty Days'
Fast, according to the custom observed in his monastery—^now
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it was the custom with the monks of his monastery to go out

each year for the Great Fast (i.e. Lent) into the desert, and to

devote themselves to severe ascetic labours, and to fight in the

spirit until the end of the Fast. When Saint zoziM as had gone

out into the desert of the Jordan, he entreated God to shew him

that which would give him consolation. As he was going along

in the desert he saw the holy woman mary in the distance,

and he believed her to be Satan himself. And having prayed,

it was shewn to him that she was a human being, and he went

towards her, and she fled from him; and he followed her and

ran after her to come up to her, but she still fled from him.

Then she called out to him by his name, saying, ''O zozimas,

why dost thou want to talk to me; throw me a rag that I

may cover myself therewith, for I am naked." And he marvelled

exceedingly when she called him by his name, and he threw

to her the wherewithal to cover herself; and straightway she

came to him and bowed before him, and he bowed before her,

and they embraced each other, and she asked him to pray for

her, for he was a priest. Then he asked her to tell him the story

of her fight, and then she told him everything which had

happened to her from the beginning to the end. Then she

asked him to come and visit her each year, and to bring with

him the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, and he said

tmto her, "I will." When a full year had passed he took some

of the holy Body, and the honourable Blood in a cup, and he

carried with him figs, and dates, and also lentils for soaking in

water. And he came to the bank of the River Jordan, and saw

the holy woman coming in the distance, and she was walking

towards the River Jordan; and when she came up [fol. 33a 3]

to him they embraced each other and prayed. Then he ad-

ministered to her the Holy Mysteries, and he brought forth the

dates, and the figs, and the lentils, and asked her to accept

them from him; but she only took a handful of lentils for a

"blessing," and then she asked him to come back to her in the

desert in the following year. When the second year was ended,

and he went to the valley of the Jordan, he found that the

holy woman was dead, and lying near her head was a paper

whereon was written, ''Bury mary, the poor woman, in the
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dust of which she was created "
; and he marvelled at the writmg.

And he saw near her feet a lion which was guarding her, and
whOst he was wondering in his mind with what he should dig
her grave, the lion came and dug a grave for her; then the holy
man prayed over her and buried her. And he returned to his
monastery and related to the monks the story of the strife
of this holy woman mary the Egyptian from the beginning to
the end thereof, even as she had told it to him; and they all
marveUed exceedingly, and they praised the glorious and
Most High God. And all the days of her life were seven and
seventy years. Salutation to mary, whose dead body was
guarded by a lion in the desert.

And on this day our Lord Jesus Christ appeared to thomas,
the apostle, on the eighth day after His resurrection. And
THOMAS saw the marks of the nails which were in His hands
and feet, and he took his hands and laid them in His Divine
side, [fol. 336 I] where the spear had pierced it, and he said,
"MyLordandmy God."And our Lord said unto him, "Thouhast
believed on Me, because thou hast seen Me ; blessed is he who shall
believe on Me without seeing Me." In a commentary on the
Gospel it saith that when thomas the apostle laid his hand in
our Lord's side, his hand was burnt with divine fire ; and that
when he believed in His Godhead his hand was healed of the
bum. Glory be to God, and let us beseech Him to have mercy
upon us through the prayers of all His holy apostles and
righteous ones, for ever and ever. Amen. Salutation to the
chamber wherein Christ shewed His pierced side, and the hand
of THOMAS was burnt.

And the fathers have commanded us to celebrate the com-
memoration of the deaths of our father adam and our mother
EVE on this day. Before God created this our father Adam
He created the heavens and the earth and all that therein is,

and the angels and the archangels. And having planted for
him the Garden of edom containing every kind of fruit pleasant
to the taste, and having furnished it with every desirable thing.
He created adam. He took dust from the centre of the earth[
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that is to say Golgotha, at the third hour of the day of the Eve

of the Sabbath (Friday), and He created him out of four things,

that is to say, water, fire, air, and dust. And He made him in

His own unage and hkeness, and He breathed into his nostrils

the breath of life, and He dressed him in the dress of life, and

light, and He made him king, and priest, and prophet, and

administrator of everything he wished. Then He brought to

him all the beasts, [fol. 33 b 2] and cattle, and birds of the heavens

so that ADAM might see them, [and give unto] each of them its

name, even as he pronounced them, through the Holy Spirit,

which was on him. And God having wished to make for him a

companion to help him, brought upon him slumber, and he slept,

and then He took a bone from his side and filled [the place

thereof] with flesh, and set her before him. When adam woke

from his sleep he prophesied, and said, ''Bone of my bone and

flesh of my flesh, assuredly thou be to me my wife"; and he

called her name ''hewan" (eve). And as Adam was standing

[there] on the place of Golgotha, he heard the voice of his God,

and behold a cloud of light took him up with eve his wife and

carried them into the Garden of edom, and the voices of every

rank of the angels, the Cherubim and the Seraphim, went before

him praising and thanking God because He had done honour

to ADAM. And God said unto adam and eve, "Of every tree

which is in the Garden eat, but of the tree which is in the

middle of the Garden eat not, for on the day wherein ye shall

eat of it ye shall surely die." And adam continued to till the

Garden, and to eat of the fruit thereof, and he praised [God]

with the angels. And when Satan, the Enemy of all good, had

fallen from his exalted state and honour, because of his arro-

gance concerning adam, and the honour and glory [which God

had given him], he went to the place where eve was, in the

form of a serpent, and he persuaded her to eat of that tree which

God had set apart, and promised to her the nature of God [if

she did so]. And having looked at the tree, and seen that the

fruit thereof was good, she ate thereof, and made adam to

eat thereof. And their raiment of light was stripped from them,

and they knew that they were naked, and they covered their

shame with the leaves of the fig tree. [fol. 33 b 3] And when God
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knew their fault. He cursed the serpent, and He made enmity
to exist between it and the seed of eve. And her also He cursed
saying, In pam conceive and bring forth thy children; and
thy turmng shall be to thy husband, and he shall serve thee

"

f *^x.t?^f
^^ ^^^' "^^^'^^ ^h^" *h^ g^^^nd be for thy

sake With the sweat of thy face eat thy bread; dust thou art
and to dust thou shalt return." And he made for them tunics
of hide, and they put them on, and they went forth from the
Garden of edom, at the turn of the evening, after seven years
of joy and delight. In the morning, at sunrise, he used to smell
the smell of incense, and perfume, and water of frankincense,
and aromatic herbs. And adam dwelt in the land of tLDA
and tilled the ground according to what he had learned in the
Garden of edom, and he knew his wife eve and she bore himKAYL (CAIN) and after him abel. When kayl (gain) andABEL grew up they brought their offerings to God, and when
the offenng of abel was accepted kayl (gain) slew abel
in his jealousy. And adam continued to lament the death of
his son for seven (?) years, and then seth was bom unto himm exchange for abel his son, in whom stood his memorial
and after him came many children (?). When adam went forth
from the Garden, God saw his tears and his repentance, and He
gave him the promise of a hope of salvation, and He said unto

.r . r ^^^"^^^^ ^^d five years I will come into the world
and I will be bom of what is in thee, and I will deliver thee in
a wide place, and I will redeem thee by My Cross." And adam
took froni the Garden gold, and myrrh, and incense, and gave
them to his son seth, and he wrote for him, saying "In the
last days the Son of God shaU come, [fol. 34^ i] and He shaU
be bom of a virgin, and then the magi shall bring (as) gifts
unto Him this gold, and myrrh, and incense." And this writing
after being handed down from generation to generation came
to our Lady, the holy Virgin mary, and she gave it to our
father peter, and peter gave it to clement. When our
father adam knew that his death was near he called his son
SETH, and SETH drew nigh unto him in the Cave of Treasures
And ADAM said unto him, "Make thy children and thy chil-
dren's children to come unto me before I die." When seth
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heard the words of his father adam, he went forth from his

presence, with the tears flowing down his cheeks, and he gathered

together his children, and his children's children, and brought

them to him. When adam saw them he wept because of his

[approaching] separation from them, and when they saw him

weeping they all wept together before God, and they fell

down upon their faces, saying, "How can the earth cover thee,

and hide thee from our eyes? " Then our father adam blessed

all his children, and he said unto seth, "O my son, this world

is full of weariness; preserve righteousness and purity; let us

trust in God. And incline not to the voice of Satan, and his

wiles, which he will make apparent to thee. When I die take

my body, and prepare it for burial with myrrh and cassia and

stacte, and bury me in the cave of a store-chamber. And there

shall come a water-flood, and it shall drown every created thing,

and only eight souls shall be left. Be thou a protector of thy

people. Watch over them and protect them in the fear of God,

[fol. 34a2] and teach them the way of salvation, and take

care of them so that they may not be in subjection to Satan,

and that he may not destroy them. Separate thy children and

thy children's children from the children of kAyl (gain),

and do not let them mix in any way, and they shall draw nigh

neither to their works nor their fables." Then adam turned to

SETH his son, and to eve his wife, and he confided to their

care the gold, and the myrrh, and the cassia, so that they might

bury them with him. And he said unto them, ''In the days

wherein the Water-flood shall come, they shall take my body

into the ark, with the gold, and the myrrh, and the cassia,

and shall lay them in the middle of the earth. After many days

[enemies] shall capture this country, and they shall [not] take

the gold, and the myrrh, and the cassia, together with the

[other] spoil, but they shall be preserved here until the time

when the Word of God shall become flesh, when kings shall

take them and bring them unto Him—gold because of His

kingship, and incense because He is God of heaven and earth,

and the myrrh is the symbol of His Passion." And when Adam

was nine hundred and thirty years old (Genesis v, 5), in the

135th year of the life ofMAHALALEEL, he died, at the ninth
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hour Of the day, on Friday, the day on which he was creatednow the hour m which he died was that in which his going forth
from Paradise had taken place; at that moment hosts of angels
gathered together to his children. And they prepared his body
for bunal carefully, and they anointed him with scented unguents
of every kmd which are [found] in the trees of the Holy Moun-
tam. And they laid his body facing the east of the Cave, and
they set a lighted lamp before him, and they laid by his side
the gold, and the myrrh, and the cassia; and they sealed the
doors of the Cave with the seals of adam and eve [fol ^au ^1

^? ir?- /""^ ^^'"'^ ^""^ ^^ ^^^^^^ continued to minister
unto the body of our father adam, until the Water-flood came.
Then NOAH took adam's body into the ark, and by the com-mand of God he carried it with him until he brought it to Mount
Ararat. Then shem and melchisedek, an angel of the
Lord guiding them, took it from this place and buried it in the
place of a skull-; and melchisedek continued to minister

unto it with mcense and offerings. And when the Son of God
came, and was born of adam's daughter. He redeemed adam
by His death, and restored him to his former inheritance for
he was the father of the prophets and apostles, and the father
ot the samts and martyrs, and through him the Son of God
came into the world. Salutation to adam, the first man created
and salutation to eve, a bone of him.

And on this day were born noah and david, the king the
father of Solomon. [Omitted in the Bodleian ms.]

Vn. MiyAzyA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the great and honoured and righteous man
JOACHIM, the father of our Lady, the holy Virgin mary, the
Ood-bearer. This righteous man was called [fol. 346 i] by three
names, which are as follows: JOAchim, and yonAkir and
2AD0K. He was of the seed of david, and of the tribe of

50-2
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JUDAH, for he was the son of joachim, the son of lazarus,

the son of eldad, whose tribe goeth back to solomon the

king, the son of david the king, whom God promised that his

seed'should reign over the children of Israel for ever. The wife

of this righteous man was HANN ah, and she was barren, and

both of them prayed and entreated God continually, by day

and by night, [to give them children]. And having accepted

their petition He gave them good fruit, and sweet, which satisfied

all the men of the worid, and He removed from them the bitter-

ness of servitude, and He made joachim worthy to be called

the father of Christ, because of His marvellous Incarnation,

which was to take place through his daughter. And after God

had shewn His joy m the birth of our Lady, the holy Virgin

MARY, the God-bearer, his heart was glad, and he brought his

offering to the altar, for shame had been removed from him,

and from his kinsfolk. And after our Lady, the holy Virgin

MARY, the God-bearer, had left her mother's breast, joachim

took her and carried her into the sanctuary of God, according

to what they had vowed to God. And having Uved a few days

after he died in peace. Salutation to joachim.

[fol. 346 2] And on this day also are commemorated 'agabos,

andTHEODORA,themartyrs,andAbbaMETRUF(or,MAKRUF,

MACROBius?), the son of Abba uvst of dabra l£by6n

(belion?). Salutation to 'agabos, Theodora, and me-

TRUF.

VIII. MiyAzya

in the name of the father and the son

and the holy ghost, one god

On this day became martyrs the three holy women, that is to

say, 'AGALi (AGAPE?), and 'eran! (irene?), and sus-

n6nyA (susinia?). These three holy virgins were natives

of the city of Thessalonica, and they served God and our Lord

Jesus Christ, for their parents were God-fearing folk. And the

three women loved virginity and chastity, and they made an
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agreement with each other to serve Christ, and they devoted
themselves to the ascetic life, and they fought a great and good
fight, which exceeded the strength of their youth and capacity
And they fasted, and prayed, and kept vigil ceaselessly at all
times, and they went to the nunneries, and associated them-
selves with the virgins who were therein. When maximianus
the infidel, reigned, he established the worship of idols and
poured out the blood of very many innocent persons. ' And
those virgins were afraid, and they fled to a mountain and hid
themselves m a cave, and they dwelt therein, and devoted
themselves to the practices and contendings of the ascetic life.
And a certain old woman, who was a Christian, used to visit
them once a week, and to give them everything which they
needed, and she sold the things which they made with their
hands, and what remained of the price thereof she gave to the
poor. [fol. 34b 3] And it fell out that as she used to come out
of the city, and go to the mountain very often, a certain evil
man saw her [one day], and he followed her, secretly and at a
distance, without the old woman seeing him, until she came to
the cave and went inside it. And the man watched her going
mto the cave from a distance, and hid himself until she came out •

now he imagined that there was money hidden in the cave!
And when the old woman had gone away from that place that
evil man went into the cave, and he found those pearls of great
price, those lambs of the flock of Christ, praying. When they
stood up he bound them with fetters, and he dragged them away
and brought them to the governor of Thessalonica. And when
the governor questioned them about their Faith, they confessed
before him that they were Christians, and that they worshipped
the God WTio had been crucified for them; and he was wroth
with them because of the power of the word of Faith, and he
commanded [his soldiers] to beat them severely, and to make
the stripes to cause them grievous pain. And when they would
not submit to him, and would not become infidels, he com-
manded his soldiers to cast them into the fire; and they bound
the virgins with fetters, and cast them into the fire. And they
dehvered up their souls therein, and each received an incor-
ruptible crown in the kingdom of the heavens. Salutation to
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the three virgins who were bumed to death in the fire, and

two-fold salutation to the old widow who supplied their daily

needs.

[fol. 35 a i] And on this day also one hundred and fifty people

were martyred at once by a Persian king. This king besieged

a certain Christian city, which was near his own land, and he

carried off as captives very many of the people thereof and took

them to his own country. When they refused to obey him, and

would not worship the sun, and moon, and stars, he commanded

[his soldiers] to cut off their heads, and they cut them off with

swords, and [each of the captives] received a crown of martyr-

dom. Salutation to you, O ye one hundred and fifty martyrs

who refused to worship the gods of the King of Persia, and

were birnied to death {sic) in the fire.

And on this day also is commemorated timothy, the

archbishop.

IX. MiYAZYA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father, the ascetic and fighter, the

priest Abba zozimas the monk. This holy man was a native

of the country of Palestine, and [fol. 35^2] his parents were

Christians and righteous folk. And having begotten this holy

man they themselves brought him up for five years, and then

they gave him to a certain righteous old monk to educate and

to train thoroughly as a Christian, and to teach him philosophy,

and the doctrine of the Church ; and the old man received him

and treated him like a son in Christ. And he taught him philo-

sophy of every kind, and doctrine, and after this he arrayed

him in the garb of the monk, and made him a deacon. And he

grew up doing good works, and he increased in excellence, and

he was continually praising God, and he read the Scriptures

by day and by night. And whether he was working with his
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hands, or whether he was eating his food, he never ceased
from praising God at all times. When he had completed five
and forty years in that monastery, he was made a priest, and
he increased his ascetic labours and his contendings. And when
he had filled the ofiice of priest for thirteen years, he increased
his ascetic labours and his contendings, and he became the
conqueror in every spiritual fight. And the Enemy and Ad-
versary sowed in his heart the evil thought that he was superior
by far in respect of severity of his labours to all the other
ascetics his contemporaries. And he said within his soul,
''Doth there remain for me to do one work of righteousness
and asceticism which I have not done?" And our Lord Jesus
Christ did not abandon him, but He sent an angel to him, and
commanded him to go to that monastery which was near the
River Jordan. And he rose up and departed, and he came to
that monastery, and he found therein righteous old men who
were perfect [fol. 35 a 3] in their contendings, and he knew that
his ascetic labours were less strenuous than theirs, and that
there lived in the world men who were more perfect and better
than he. And he took up his abode with them in that monastery,
and he fought as they fought with them for many years. And
the monks of that monastery were accustomed, when the Great
Fast of forty days came, to fast in the monastery for the first
week of the Holy Fast, and to receive the Holy Mysteries on
the First Day of the week. And on the following day they went
out from the monastery singing the xxviith Psalm, "God
illumineth me and saveth me, who then shall make me afraid?

"

to the end. When they had finished their coming forth from
the monastery, they prayed at the gates of the monastery, and
embraced each other, and the abbot of the monastery blessed
them, and then they dispersed themselves in the desert, and
each of them carried out his spiritual fight by himself, unseen
by his companions. And if one of them saw that a companion
was near him, he fled to another spot, so that he might not see
the face of his neighbour. And Saint zozimas used to go out
with them each year, and he would wander up and down in the
desert, and ask God to reveal to him something which would
give him comfort. As he was wandering about he found mary.
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the Egyptian woman who dwelt in the desert, and he learned

from her the manner of the life which she had lived in the world

in the days of her youth, and how it came to pass that she

entered that desert; and she told him everything which had
happened to her, and all her fight from the beginning to the

end thereof. Then she asked him to visit her. [fol. 35 b i]

After one year [he came to her] and gave her the Mysteries.

After this, in the second year, he visited the desert, and found

that she was dead; and he buried her, and he told the monks
of that monastery concerning her strife. This holy man found

it meet to go to the ''Country of the Blessed,'* and it is he who
wrote the account of the dwellers there, and their strivings,

and revealed their works, and their righteousness. When he

had completed eight and ninety years, he died in peace. Of

these he lived [five and] forty years in the world before he

entered the monastery, and for three and fifty years he lived

the life of an ascetic, and fought the spiritual fight. Salutation

to zoziMAS who visited the Country of the Blessed like

MATTHEW, and described the lives of those who lived there.

And on this day also the righteous men of the company of

ISIDORE, and a child ten months old, together with his father

and mother, became martyrs.

And on this day also there was made manifest a great miracle

through our holy father Abba sinuthius (shenuti). Arch-

bishop of the city of Alexandria. This man had gone up into

the desert of scete in order to fast the Great Fast in the

monastery of Saint Abba macarius with the monks. And when
it was [the time for] the Eight Hosannas, the Arabs and Muslims

assembled, and came to the desert of scete to plunder the

desert houses and monasteries, and they stood on the rock to

the east [f01.35^2] of the church of Saint macarius, and

their swords were drawn in their hands, ready to kill men.

And the bishops, [and the priests,] and the monks gathered

together to him, and they told him what had taken place with

the Arabs and Muslims, and they wanted to go forth from

the desert before the festival of Easter. And sinuthius
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(SHENUTI) said unto them, "As for me, I will not leave the
desert until the festival of Easter be finished.'' And when the
Fifth Day of the week had come whereon, according to the New
Covenant of Joy, our Lord Christ washed the feet of His
disciples, the number of the Muslims and the Arabs increased.
When Abba sinuthius (shenuti) saw the terror of the
people, he took up his staff whereon was the figure of the Cross,
and he grasped it and willed to go forth to them, saying, "

It is
better for me to die with the people of God.'' A^id the bishops
and the monks seized him, and would not let him go out, and
he strengthened their hearts and comforted them. Then he
went forth to the Arabs and the Muslims, with his staff in his
hand, and when the Muslims saw him they turned round and
fled as if they were pursued by an army of soldiers; and from
that day onwards those Muslims never came back to the monks
and never did them any harm. Salutation to Archbishop
sinuthius (shenuti), who put to flight Arabs, who were
armed with swords, by the figure of the cross only.

X. MiyAzyA

[fol-35^3] IN THE name of the father and the
SON AND the holy GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father and fighter Abba Isaac,
the disciple of the great father Abba '£bl6 (apoll o). This
holy man renounced the world and all the pleasure and delight
thereof, and went up to the desert of scete, and became a
monk; he was the disciple of Abba 'eblo (apollo), and he
continued to minister unto him for five and twenty years.
And he fought so strenuous a fight that at length his whole
body dried up, but he retained possession of all his faculties.
And he remained quiet (or, silent) at the times of prayer and
the consecration of the Offering, and he stood timidly [in the
church] with his hands clasped behind him, and his head bent

;

and he wept until the Office of the Offering was ended. And
when he came out from the Offering, he never associated with
any man at all during that day, and he never left the door of
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his house open lest any man should come and visit him. And
when anyone asked him, saying, ''Why dost thou never talk

with him who wisheth to talk with thee at the time of prayer,

and at the time of the Offering? " he answered and said unto

him, ''There is a time for everything, as is fitting/' And when

the time of his death drew nigh the company of the monks

gathered together to him so that they might be blessed by him,

and might take refuge in his prayer. And when they asked him,

and said imto him, "Why didst thou flee from men?" he

answered and said, " I was not fleeing from men but from Satan.

If a man taketh hold of a lighted lamp, [fol. 36a i] and standeth

in the wind, will not the light be extinguished? Even so is it

with us when our hearts shine at the time of prayer and at

the time of the Offering. When we meet together and hold

converse with each other our hearts become dark.'* And this

holy man having finished his spiritual strife and pleased God
by his strife, and God having willed to give him rest from the

toil of this fleeting world, he became a little sick and died in

peace. Salutation to isaac who loved ascetic labours and

prayer, and fled from the face of a man, as from a wild beast.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba gabriel,
the seventieth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria, who was

named the "son of taroyka.'* This holy man was a son of

one of the rich nobles of m£sr (cairo), and he was appointed

deacon in the church of Saint MERCURiusof Egypt. He was

a wise and learned writer, and he wrote many books in Coptic

and Arabic with his own hand, and he completed the greater

part of them, and he interpreted (or, translated) many others;

and the bishops, and those who were in authority, and the

elders of the people chose him to be appointed archbishop.

And there was in the desert of scete a certain old man, a

Syrian, and a man of the Spirit, whose name was Abba yosef,
and the grace of God was upon him, and he could see by the

Holy Spirit, [fol. 36 a 2] and describe what was about to take

place before it happened. And the aged monks gathered to-

gether to him, and asked him to make them to know, and

reveal to them the answer to their enquiry, "Who is the best
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man for this honourable office?" And vdstF answered and
said unto them, "A certain man who is called gabriel the
son of tAroyka"; and the monks told this answer tJ the
bishops. And they all were pleased with it, and they agreed
about him, and they seized him and enthroned him archbishop
on the 2ist day of the month of Yakatit, in the year of mercy
the eight hundred and fortieth year [of the Era] of the martyrs
(i.e. A.D. 1124). And when he departed to the desert of scete
he added in the prayer of the creed, which is at the end of
the Liturgy of basil, the words "and was One with His
Godhead.'' And the monks of the desert of scete said unto
him, "This is not our custom.'' They were afraid that he
thought that Christ was ... , and that His Godhead was mingled
with His manhood. And after a great searching out, these
words were sanctioned, and what foUoweth: "without separa-
tion, and without mixture, and without blending"; and they
were well received and are in the Creed to this day.' And this
father in his days ordained very many good things, and he
cursed the people who brought the bodies of the dead into the
inner parts of the churches of m£sr (cairo) and KfeKHARA
{i.e. CAIRO and fustAt), and he cursed all those who had
concubines and cast them forth from their houses, and drove
them away. And this father drew up a Canon, and laid down
just laws concerning inheritances from dead men, and other
matters, and these ordinances are observed by the Church to
this day. And he interpreted the books of the Church from
[fol. 36a 3] many books. During the days of his rule he appoint-
ed three and fifty bishops, and many priests, and he never
took a dirham from them. And at that time the King of Egypt
brought tribulation upon him, and demanded money from him
by force, and he set seventy spies over him to watch him. And
the scribes, and the men in authority, and the people, knowing
that this father had neither taken any money from any man
nor from the moneys of the Church, nor from the [rents of]
the lands of the poor, they collected from their own houses
three hundred dinars in gold and gave them to the king on his
behalf. And as the time of his death drew nigh, and God willed
to make manifest his righteousness and virtues, he became a
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little sick. And he saw in a vision many priests and monks
coming to him, carrying in their hands crosses, and censers,

and Books of the Gospel, and they embraced him, and said

unto him, "We have come unto thee to visit thee, but we will

return unto thee after this earth is ended [for thee], and we will

take thee with us/' When he awoke he told the bishops and
the priests who were about him what he had seen, and then he
recovered from his illness. And after the end of a year he
became a little sick, and again he saw the priests and the monks
who had come to him formerly, and they embraced him and
he rejoiced with them. And straightway he delivered his soul

into the hand of God, and he died in peace; and all the days
of his sitting upon the throne of mark the evangelist were
fourteen years. And in the days of this father the King of

Ethiopia commanded Abba [fol. 366 1] Michael, saying,

"Set a bishop over the country of Ethiopia"; and the bishop

said unto the king, "I cannot appoint another bishop without
the command of the archbishop.'* And the King of .Ethiopia

sent a letter to this father Abba Gabriel the archbishop,

asking him concerning this matter, and he also sent a letter to

the King of Egypt asking him to command this father [to

appoint a bishop] . And this father commanded Abba Michael,
Bishop of Ethiopia, to appoint for him other bishops over
and above those which had been already appointed. And the

King of MESR (CAIRO) commanded this father Abba gabriel
to command Abba michael. Bishop of Ethiopia, to do every-

thing that the King of Ethiopia wished. And the nobles came
in to the King of m£sr (cairo), and they said unto him, "If
bishops become many in the country of Ethiopia they will

wax bold, and they will appoint bishops as they please, and
they will never return to thee at all.'* When the King of mesr
(CAIRO) heard this, he commanded this father archbishop,

Abba GABRIEL, sa3dng, "Send a letter and curse the King
of Ethiopia, so that henceforward he may not appoint bishops
over the coimtry of Ethiopia "

; and the archbishop sent a letter

as the King of Egypt commanded him. When that letter

reached the King of Ethiopia, suddenly his palace caught fire,

and famine and plague broke out in his land, and the rain
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was held back, and would not fall on the fields, and greattabulation came upon the people, for the king refused [to obey] •

and he transgressed the command of God. Then the King ofEthiopia turned to God and repented, and he sent a lettef to

ttkS ^^,^^'^/^^,^^) ff^l- 36^^ 2] asking him to command
th^s father to send, and release him from this ban. And thisfather wrote a letter of blessing, and sent it to the King ofEthiopia, and to all the Ethiopians, and blessed them. Whenthat letter reached the country of Ethiopia God removed His

ZTfl"'"'^ T ^"'^r''^
*^ ^^'"^ ^^ compassion and mercy;and the ram descended upon them, and God removed the

farnine and the plague and the people rejoiced with great joy.

tn tl. P f I ^t^P'^'^ ^^ '^' ^^y' ^^ '^^' king. Salutation

SIh fw T.K
'^" T "^ ^^^^^^ (^^*^)' '^ ^hose name wasadded that of the angel gabriel.

XI. MIyAzyA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy and pure Abbess Theodora
This holy woman was the daughter of noble and rich Christians
of the city of Alexandria. This holy woman desired eagerly to

thX. Trl '1
'^x^

^'''''' ^^'' ^^^ '^ %h* for the sake ofthe Name of Christ. Her parents provided for her costly apparel,and gold and sJver ornaments of very great price, and arrayed

nl I. '.v.^'^T
'^^' ^^'y ^^^^ ^^' her in marriage;now she was their only child. And not desiring the marriage of

this world, she took all the goods which her parents had proved
oa'a 7;if

""^^"^ ^^'^ ^"^"^ *^ ^ h^y^^' ^^d she gave [fol
366 3] the price thereof to the poor and needy. And she builta church outside the city of Alexandria, towards the west.Then she went to the holy father Abba athanasius. Arch-bishop of the city of Alexandria, and he shaved off her hair

llt^f^l.^""'^ Ti? """"'f
'^' ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^' ^hich wereouts de the city of Alexandria, and she devoted herself to the

ascetic hfe with excessive zeal, and she fought the spiritual
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fight, and became worthy to see divine and angelic visions.

And she could see the angels, and the Satans, and she was able
to distinguish and to recognize the works of [each of] these,

and it was given unto her to know the things of the imagination,
and she could test them. And Saint athanasius rejoiced,

and was glad in her, and he used to invite her to come to
him, and he also used to visit her, and she would reveal imto
him all her mind; and the holy man made her to understand
the crafts of the Enemy, and [to see] his nets. When they
drove Saint athanasius from the throne of the city of

Alexandria, he wrote for her many admonitions and sent them
to her. And this holy woman lived to be very old, and she was
a strong fighter in the spiritual fight. She saw five archbishops,
that is to say, iskander, and athanasius, and peter,
and TIMOTHY, and theophilus. This holy woman wrote
many profitable discourses on doctrine ; some of them she wrote
by the Holy Spirit which was in her, and some she wrote under
the instruction of those archbishops. And certain people asked
her, saying, "If a man uttereth an evil matter is it right for one
to speak to him and to silence him, and to rebuke him, or to

close the ears and not hsten to him?'' And she answered and
said unto the man who spake to her, "Neither of these courses
is right, [fol. 37 a i] but what is right is to take no pleasure in

listening to him. The matter is thus : If a man setteth before
thee a table whereon there are many kinds of food, both dainty
and common, thou canst not say unto him, ' Take this and put
it far away from me, for I hold it to be common,' but thou
passest it by, and dost eat some other kind." And she also

said, "There is nothing which will vanquish Satan, and bring
him into contempt, except prayer and humility." And all the
days of her life were one hundred years, and she died in peace.

Salutation to Theodora who built an altar, when she sold

her goods for gold and silver.

And on this day also is commemorated Saint John, Bishop
of GAZA.

And on this day also are commemorated BAKiM6s of
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^HKolt; "'
'^"°^ ""' ^^"^ ^'^^-^ '^ I^Per ?). and

XII. MfvAzvA
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SONAND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

^S^o^':it^:i^y:t,'^Ji^ S'T .^'^^ Alexander.

the countrv nf r
Jerusalem. This holy man was Bishop of

salemT 7h
Cappadocia, and he came to the city of Jeru-

Sr Tr. ; *° '^°'"'^P *^^^«^' ^d to receive a blesshi

etZ'J hif
"^ '^ '"' '°^^ ^'^'^'' -^ *»>- fh^ intend^ toreturn to his own country. And there was in Terusalern I

wnicn said unto them, ''Get ye out to the ^ate ^^A f>,^ ^ 1man who Cometh in seize, and set hi^ ovefyou as bbhop •'

And the men went out to the gate of the city.S they found

td the'b?yf
'''''^' '"^ ''^y "^^'^ ^"^ and brought himTnaJid the bishop said unto them, "I am Bishop of the comit^o Cappadocia and I cannot leave my flock'^to wWchShath appointed me [to become bishop] over you. Ind I seeS aidTistof'^'?r

^"^'"^ '^ ^^^" unto me as awile, and It is not nght for me to forsake it." Then thev told

what It had said unto them about him. And when he knewthat the matter was according to the Will of God. Ind^he father!who were assembled for the festival had advised him to do so

saSfhe '"'7\t ^""f
'^ ^°*^ ^ ^^«- ^° his ol' otti^;

mv Dlace AnH h1 • ^^T^ ^ *"'^°P ^^'^ yourselves in

^Lin r A ^^ '^^''"'^- ^°d ^^ ^°t that letter withcertain Cappadocian men who had been with him forX
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festival. Then this Alexander sat with barkisis, the old

man, for a period of five years, and more, and the holy father

BARKISIS, the old man, died; and Alexander took over

[fol. 37 a 3] his flock in the city of Jerusalem, and he shepherded

the people and gave them spiritual protection, even as did the

apostles. And maxim us, the infidel governor, seized him, and

he inflicted upon him severe tortures of every kind, and then

he shut him up in prison until he could decide what to do with

him. And God blotted out that wicked governor quickly, and

brought out this father from the prison house. When gor-
D IAN us became emperor there was quietness, and for a short

time he removed tribulation from the Christians. After this

he died, and philip reigned in his stead; now philip was a

believer and he believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. And he set

free from the prisons all the believers who had been shut up

therein for the Name of Christ, and he paid them great honour.

And this father sat in quietness and peace until decius rose

and killed philip, and reigned in his stead; and he afflicted

the Christians exceedingly. And he seized this father and many
of the elders of the Church, and inflicted punishments of every

kind upon them, but especially upon this father, whom he beat

cruelly and unmercifully with staves, to which sharp irons were

attached, until his sides were beaten in, and the irons pierced

his belly. Then he commanded [the soldiers] to drag him by his

feet to the prison house, and to throw him in there; and they

did even as the emperor commanded. And Alexander lay

prostrate in the prison house, but believing on our Lord Christ,

and he delivered up his soul into the hand of God, and inherited

the kingdom of the heavens which is prepared for the saints of

God. [fol. 37& i] Salutation to Alexander who was beaten

to death, and to antonius, and luke.

And on this day God sent michael the archangel to

JEREMIAH the prophet, and delivered him from the narrow

prison wherein zedekiah the king had imprisoned him, and

ABIMELEK the Ethiopian, the captain of the royal guard

brought him out. And straightway jeremiah blessed him,

and he (the angel) told him that he should neither see the
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desolation of Jerusalem, nor taste the bitterness of captivity
and calamity; and this actually came to pass for him. And he
fell asleep for seven and sixty 3'ears, and with michael were
wine, and figs, and he gave [them] to jeremiah the prophet.
And for this reason the doctors of the Church have commanded
us to make a festival in honour of the glorious Archangel
MICHAEL on the twelfth day of each month. Salutation to
MICHAEL, the angel of the covenant of God, and helper of all

who are on land and sea, Hke whom there is no other.

And on this day also are commemorated Saint Anthony,
Bishop of the city of tamaw, and eusanius (ausanius).

And on this day also are commemorated gaius (fugasy6s),
and ESDRAS (Isidore ?) unto whom john [fol. 3762] the
Baptist appeared.

Xm. MiyAzyA

in the name of the father and the son
and the holy ghost, one god

On this day two ascetics, Abba iyasu (joshua) and Abba
YOSEF (JOSEPH), the disciples of Abba melius in dabra
KUfeRASAN, became martyrs. And behold the story of their
martyrdom, and of their strife, is written in the section for the
28th day of this month, which is the day whereon their spiritual
father became a martyr. Salutation to !yasu (joshua) and
y6sef (JOSEPH) the chosen ones.

And on this day also is commemorated dionysias the
martyr, the deaconess, who was one of the apostles, and whom
the disciples of our Lord Christ appointed.

And on this day also is commemorated banAdleus (or,

madleyos) the martyr.

[fol. 376 3] And on this day also are commemorated our father
'AKLisoTEMOS (cLiSATEMUS ?), and four monks.

B £ S III
51
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XIV. MtYAZYA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy and spiritual father Abba maxi-
MUS, the fifteenth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This

father was a man who feared God in all his works, and he was

a native of the city of Alexandria. His parents were Orthodox

Christians, and he learned to read and write Greek, and studied

Greek philosophy, and he had a very thorough and perfect

knowledge of the Greek tongue. Then he learned the doctrine

of the Church, and the Law of God, and Abba 'aroklA
appointed him deacon over the church of the city of Alexandria.

Then Abba dionysius made him a priest, and he became a

devoted and strenuous worker in every matter which concerned

the office to which he had been appointed. When Abba diony-
sius died, the learned fathers and bishops chose this father to

be archbishop, on the throne of mark the evangelist, and by
the WiU of God he was appointed archbishop. Now Abba
DIONYSIUS died before the General Council of the city of

Antioch, which had assembled because of paul of the city of

SAMOSATA, was ended. When this father maximus took his

seat on the throne of his office, letters reached him from those

who were in authority at the Council describing what had

happened [fol. 38 a i] at the Council, and saying how the Council

had excommunicated paul of samosata, the denier [of

Christ], and all those who believed his views. Before the

arrival of these letters, however, in the presence of the clergy

of the city of Alexandria [maximus had written a letter],

and then he wrote another letter, in his own name, and sent it

with the letters of the Council to all the countries in Egypt,

and in the country of Ethiopia, and in the coimtry of Nubia,

commanding thereby the people to pray, and make entreaty

to God to remove from the world the opinions and error of

PAUL of SAMOSATA, the infidel. And God accepted their

petition, for that infidel paul of samosata only lived for a

few days, and God blotted him out speedily, and destroyed his
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evil belief in the worid. In the days of this father there ap-
peared in the land of the east a man whose name was mAn^.
This man spread abroad evil error, and he dared to call himself
"Paraclete Holy Spirit." And he came to the country of
Syria, and a certain bishop, whose name was archelaus,
contended with him in words, and he prevailed over him and
made manifest his error; and he drove him out of his country
and mAne returned to the land of Persia. Now he called himself
a prophet. And behrAm6 (bahrAm), the King of Persia,
took him, and cleaved him in twain, and he took two hundred
men who followed him and buried them in the ground head
downwards up to their loins, and he said, "Behold I have
planted a garden of men." And this father continued to strive,
and he shepherded his flock, and strengthened them in the
True Faith by means of rebukes and homilies ; and he delivered
them from tribulation of the infidels and other evil men until
he died. He sat upon the throne of mark the evangehst for
seventeen years, and he died in peace. Salutation to maximus,
the preacher of the Gospel.

XV. MiyAzyA

i [fol. 38a 2] in the name of the father and the
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is commemorated the first consecration of
the church which was dedicated by the Jacobite Christians in
the country of Egypt, in the name of Saint nicolas. Bishop
of the city of mirA, and one of the Three Hundred and Eighteen
bishops and fathers who assembled in the city of Nicea. This
church which was consecrated was outside the city of Alexandria,
and it is well known by reason of the strife of Saint Abba
sinodA, and stands to the east of the city. This holy man was
exceedingly great, and he confessed Christ before the govern-
ment of DIOCLETIAN, and tribulation and many punishments
came [upon him]. And God made him to remain until he came
and joined himself to the holy General Council of Three Hundred
and Eighteen [bishops and fathers]. And the miracles of this

51-2
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saint were exceedingly numerous, and they are known in all

the ends of the earth. Salutation to Saint nicolas.

And on this day also is commemorated Saint 'agabos, the

apostle, who was one of the Twelve (Seventy-two disciples?),

and whom the Book of the Acts of the Apostles (xi, 28 ;
xxi, 10)

mentions as the man who prophesied as to what should come

upon PAUL. He it was who also prophesied about the great

famine which came in the days of Claudius caesar, and

his prophecy was fulfilled and the famine came, and with it

pestilence, and destroyed many people. And behold we have

akeady written an account of the strife of this holy man in

the section for the fourth day of the month of Yakatit. Saluta-

tion to 'AGA BOS, who prophesied that the Jews would bind

PAUL hand and foot.

[fol 38 a 3] And on this day also [is commemorated] the de-

parture of the soul of Saint j oh n the Baptist, after it had dwelt

with him, and travelled about in the aether, for seventeen years.

Salutation to j ohn whose soul left him when his head [fol. 386 i]

flew up into the air.

And on this day also is commemorated the holy woman

ALEXANDRA, the martyr, the wife of dadianus (diocle-

TiAN ?), the king, whom Saint george laughed at for casting

incense 'to the gods. Now dadianus (diocletian?)

unagined that he was faithful, and he embraced the head of

Saint GEORGE, and he brought him into his royal palace. And

Saint GEORGE prayed and read the Psalms of david before

Queen Alexandra, and she asked him to interpret them to

her, and he interpreted them and made clear to her the Godhead

of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and his words entered her heart, and

she believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. And when Saint george

had laughed at dadianus (diocletian ?) he destroyed his

idols, and he commanded the earth, and it swallowed them up,

and DADIANUS (diocletian ?) the king was put to shame^

And he came to Saint Alexandra his wife in sorrow and

sadness, for Saint george had put him to shame. And this

I
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holy woman said unto him, "Did I not tell thee not to set

thyself against the Galilean Christians, because their God is

strong and powerful?" And dadianus (diocletian ?) was

wroth with her, and he commanded the soldiers to torture her

and to cut off her head; and they tortured her severely, and

cut off her head with a sword, and she received the incorruptible

crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. Salutation

to ALEXANDRA, whose subjects tortured her, and laid a heavy

stone upon her breasts.

Salutation to 'a bib.

XVL MiyAzyA

[fol. 3862] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint 'antibAs (antipas). Bishop of the city

of bar'AmA (PERGAMUs), the disciple of j ohn the evangelist,

the proclaimer of the Godhead, became a martyr. This holy

man lived in the days of domitianus, the son of Vespasi-

an us, who laid waste Jerusalem. This Caesar destroyed the

Jews who v/ere in his dominions so completely, that not a

Jew could be found therein, and he killed many royal children

also, being afraid for his son, and his kingdom, and himself.

And he heard that the Christians said that Christ was their

God and King, and he was afraid and slew many of the believers,

and JOHN the evangelist, that is to say, "preacher," fled from

him. And he sent to Jerusalem, and he made his soldiers bring

the children of judah to the city of Rome, the son of yosef

(Joseph) being bound in fetters. And when he had questioned

them about the kingdom of Christ, they answered and said unto

him, '' It is a heavenly kingdom, and Christ will depart to heaven.

And He shall come again at the last day, and shall judge the

living and the dead, and He shall reward each according to his

works.'' [fol. 3863] And when the emperor heard this, he

feared exceedingly, and he let the Christians go free, and did

not afflict them in any way; and he ordered his people to pay

them honour. Among the number of those who became martyrs
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through him was this holy man, whom he tortured with many

severe tortures to make him to deny Christ, but under these

tortures the faith and confidence of the saint increased. After

this the emperor placed him in a bull of brass, and lighted a

great fire under him, and whilst the saint was in it he continued

to praise God, and to ascribe holiness to Him, and to thank Him
for making him fit to become a martyr for His holy Name. And

then he asked God to heal all the sickness, both of body and

soul, of all those who should make mention of his name, and

commemorate him; and he finished his martyrdom inside the

brass bull. And when the infidels cast out his body, certain

believers took his holy body with great honour, and singing,

and music, and laid it in a church. When the saint was in

prison angels came to him from Saint john the evangelist,

and they comforted him and they strengthened him [in the

Faith], and they called him '* faithful priest,'' and ''good shep-

herd," and "martyr," and they informed him that he was to

become a martyr. And they said unto him, ''Thou shalt be

nimibered with the holy apostles and martyrs." And it is

said that from his holy body there exudeth perfume of an

exceedingly sweet odour, to this very day, and that it is bene-

ficial to all those who take it in faith.

[fol. 39^1] Salutation to 'ANxiBANis (antipas), the dis-

ciple of JOHN the evangelist, who was martyred in a red-hot

brazen bull. Anoint thou me, a sinful man, with the scented

unguent which distilleth from thy body.

And on this day also they commemorate sabA the martyr.

XVn. MiyazyA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint james the apostle, and martyr, the

brother of john the son of zebedee, became a martyr, after

he had preached in the country of Asia. When james went

forth to the Twelve Tribes which were scattered, he told them
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of the peace of God our Lord Jesus Christ, Who is in truth God.

Among all these tribes there was none who worshipped God,

but the people of each tribe had their own idols, which they

had chosen as gods, and belonging to each graven image was a

service of error which made the people to go astray. And there

was over the tribes a man set in authority under the kingdom

of HEROD, and he commanded that the people, wherever he

found them, should work for him, and the money which he

made them to bring to him was very much, and at length his

position became great, and his rule widespread and powerful.

When JAMES came to them he preached to every tribe in the

language of his country, for our Lord had endowed him with

the knowledge of every language. He knew not only the lan-

guage of men, but the -language of sheep, and cattle, and wild

animals, and the fowl of the heavens ; and whenever the people

held converse in their own languages, the apostle knew every-

thing [they said], by the help of the Holy Spirit. And james

preached [fol. 39 a 2] among them, and he commanded them to

put away their evil works from them, and to believe in the

Living God, and in His only Son our Lord Jesus Christ, and in

the Holy and Life-giving Spirit (through Whom [existeth] every

created thing [and] the things which are in their souls), and Who
shall judge the living and the dead. And he said unto them,

"Give not all your goods to the kings of the earth, but give

some to the poor for the salvation of your souls." And at

that moment the grace of the Holy Spirit dwelt in them, and

the fear of God came into their hearts. And the story of Him

was proclaimed throughout all their countries, for at the word

of J AMES the apostle they believed on Him, and they became

strong in the Faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the King of heaven

and earth. Who doth not reject those who seek Him, and who

turn to Him with a right mind, but Who doth reject all those

who believe on themselves, and in the evil works which they

do. And he said, "Leave [these], and turn to God with a

right mind." And they accepted the words which Saint james

spake unto them, and he loved them exceedingly because they

made haste to receive his preaching; and they forsook many

works of error which they did formerly. And Saint james the
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apostle made haste, and built a church for them in each of

their countries, and when he saw the beauty of their Faith, he

baptized them in the Name of the Father, and the Son, and the

Holy Spirit, and they all rejoiced and were glad together. And

he commanded them with the commands of the Gospel, and

the Law of their Faith, and he said unto them, '* I beseech you

to let every tribe give to the church for its income [fol. 39 a 3]

the first-fruits of your crops and your vineyards, and [offerings]

from your flocks, and they shall be to God as food for the poor."

And the people answered and said unto them, ''We wish to do

whatsoever thou commandest us"; and [one] tribe brought

the first-fruits of all their goods to the church. Now this tribe

was under the dommion of herod the king. And when herod

heard that it was Saint james the apostle who had ordered

this, he was wroth, and he sent and had him brought before

him. And he said unto him, ''Is it thou who hast commanded

the people not to give tribute to Caesar, and not to give gifts

to the king, and who hast commanded them to give away

their goods in alms, and to the church, and to the poor?"

And Saint james said, "Yea." Then was herod furious with

him, and he smote him with the sword which was in his hand,

and he cut off his head; and Saint james received an incor-

ruptible crown in the kingdom of the heavens. And there was

a great tumult in Jerusalem, and the king took peter, the

chief of the Apostles, and shut him up in prison, and he decided

to kill him after the festival of Easter was finished. And the

angel of the Lord smote herod and he died an evil death and

his body stank; he glorified himself and did not glorify God.

And certain believing men took the body of james the apostle,

and swathed it for burial, and they buried it in the sanctuary.

Salutation to the brother of JOHN, the apostle and evangelist,

[fol. 3961] JAMES, the glory and ornament of the Church.

Salutation to thee, O thou who wast bound hand and foot in

prison. Salutation to the festival of Easter.
i
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XVIII. MiYAzYA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day also the holy and honoured eusebius, the slave
of SUSENY6S, became a martyr. When the Emperor Dio-
cletian was torturing Saint sijseny6s, the father of Saintsusenyos laid mformation against this holy man before the
emperor, saying, "suseny6s hath a slave, whose name is

I ausonius (stc), and he worshippeth Christ as his God, with aU
his heart and he will not worship the gods. " And the emperor
commanded him to be brought to him, and when he had
come, he asked him concerning his Faith, and he confessed ourLord Chnst, and His Godhead, before him. And the emperor
used much persuasion, and punished him, and rebuked him for
forsaking the gods. And the holy man rebuked the emperor
for [fol. 396 2] forsaking the Lord Who is God in truth, and
the anger and fury of the emperor was added to greatly, and
he ordered the soldiers to cut off the head of the holy man with
the sword before his lord; and they cut off his head with thesword and he received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom

susENYdT'"''
^^"*^"°" *° 'ausonius (?) the slave of

And on this day also Abba peter, the brother of AbbaEBSOY, became a martyr. The name of the father of this holyrnan was sidrAk, and his mother's name was mary. When
this holy man was bom, k6ris, his mother's sister, took himand brought him up with her son Abba 'ebsoy. And when hewas seven years old she took him to a teacher, and he learned all

Drav^Llh r> ^""^ *^' *^° *=°"«""^d t° f^^t and toS 7f.^'l^y
y^-^l^^d signs and wonders; and gabriel, theangel of the Lord, appeared unto them, and told them that thevwere going to become martyrs for the sake of our Lord ChristAnd after a few days Satan led astray the wicked Diocletian'

Siv m'en ^Z '" "^^^^P. ^^^l^" ^nd certain men accused theseholy men of being Chnstians before arianus the governor of
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'en SNA, and when he had them brought before him, he tried

to compel them to worship idols. And when they refused he

conmianded his soldiers to put them up upon the henhdz [i.e.

a sort of rack) [fol. 396 3] until the blood ran down upon the

ground. Now the pain of the torture caused the blessed peter
great agony, for his body was tender through excessive fasting

and prayer; and straightway the angel of the Lord came and
he healed him of his suffering. When arianus saw this, he

commanded the soldiers to take him to the east of the city,

and to cut off his head with the sword. Now Abba 'ebs6y
was in the prison house, and the angel of the Lord caught him up,

and brought him to his brother peter, and they embraced each

other, and kissed, and then they prayed to God to bring them
to the heavenly Jerusalem. And behold a voice came unto them
from heaven, saying, "Peace be unto you, O ye fighters, for ye

shall be among the company of heaven, and your bodies shall

not be separated from each other upon earth*'; and then the

angel of the Lord took Abba peter and brought him back

into the prison house. And the soldiers cut off the head of the

mighty and victorious Abba peter, and they hung his body
on a tree. Then Abba 'ebsoy asked the keeper of the prison

house to let him go away secretly, and having gone he brought

the body of Abba peter, and swathed it with scented cloths,

and buried it in a secret place. Salutation to peter of goodly

face and form.

Salutation to the holy martyrs who suffered in [fol. 40a i]

the city of tersas (tarshish ?).

XIX. MiyazyA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day simon, a native of the country of Armenia,

and Bishop of the country of Persia, became a martyr; and
with him were one hundred and fifty others who suffered. This

holy man lived in the reign of sapor, the son of hormizd,
who was called, "puller out of the arms," because when he

Im^ .
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conquered another king he bound him in fetters, and pulled
out his arms. And he inflicted very severe tribulation upon the
believers, and he laid forced labour upon them. And this

holy man sent to him a letter wherein he said, "Those whom
our Lord Jesus Christ hath bought with His honourable Blood
are to be saved from the servitude of men, and they are the
servants of our Lord Jesus Christ alone. Therefore forced
labour doth not befit them, and they are not liable to render
the illegal and excessive labour and tribute which may be
decreed for them. But they may choose to die for our Lord
Jesus Christ, Who hath shed His blood for them, and may not
perform service for the wicked men who transgress the Law."
When SAPOR had read the letter of this holy man, he was
exceedingly wroth, and he bound him with two chains of iron,

and brought him and cast him into the prison house, where
the holy man found many men who denied Christ and wor-
shipped the sun ; but these men were bound for other reasons.

And the saint rebuked them, and taught them, and [fol. 40a 2]

they believed on our Lord Jesus Christ ; and the soldiers cut off

their heads, and they received crowns of martyrdom. After
this the king had this holy man brought, and there were with
him one hundred and fifty men, and the holy man strengthened
them until they cut off their heads and they received crowns of

martyrdom. And one of these men was terrified, and he dreaded
the sword, and he wished to deny his Faith; but one of those
who were standing there said unto him, "Be not terrified at the
stroke of the sword, which is as nothing, but shut thine eyes
and thou shalt be numbered with the martjnrs, and thou shalt

reign with our Lord Jesus Christ for ever." And he did thus,

and he received a crown of martyrdom. Then certain men
informed against that man who had encouraged the other,

now his name was baser, and they brought him to the king,
and the king cut out his tongue and flayed him, and baser
yielded up his soul. After this he had Saint simon brought
to him, and he said unto him, "Worship the gods. If thou wilt
not do so I will torture thee severely"; and the saint would
not obey his command, and he was not afraid of his torture.

And straightway the king commanded his soldiers to cut off

v

/
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his head with the sword, [and they did so,] and he received the

crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. And all

the days of his life were one hundred and twenty years. Saluta-

tion to SIMON the Armenian, Bishop of Persia, and salutation

to the one hundred and fifty men who suffered with him, and

inherited the kingdom of heaven with him.

XX. MiyAzyA

[fol. 40^3] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day babnuda, of the city of dandarA (den-

DERAH in Upper Egypt) became a martyr; now he was also

called "al-dandarA." This holy man was an anchorite,

and he was a righteous priest and a fighter. And the angel of

the Lord appeared unto him, and said unto him, 'Tut on

priestly apparel (i.e. the holy vestments), and get thee down

from this cell, and appear before the governor." Now arianus
the governor had arrived in a ship at the port of that city, and

had asked for the anchorite and found him not. And this holy

man babnudA came to him of his own free will, and he cried

out with a loud voice, saying, ''I am a Christian openly, and

I believe in my Lord Jesus Christ.'* When the governor knew

that he surely was the anchorite for whom he sought, but

could not find, he commanded his soldiers to torture him

severely, and they did so ; and they loaded him with iron fetters,

and took him into a dark chamber. And heavenly light shone

upon him, and an angel of the Lord appeared unto him and

healed him of his pains, and comforted him. And there was

in that city a certain believer whose name was carolus,

with his wife, and his daughter, and twelve young women,

and the holy man taught them, and strengthened them, and

the soldiers cut off their heads and they became martyrs.

And the governor was wroth, and he commanded his soldiers

to hang this holy man our father up, head downwards, and to

cast him into the river, but the holy man, by the power of God,

swam out. And the governor also commanded them to [hang

(
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him] on a palm tree, whereupon the palm sent forth fruit,

and produced twelve clusters of dates, and [this fact] is re-

membered [fol. 40b i] unto this day. After this they cut off

his head, and he delivered up his holy soul, and received the

crown of martyrdom. Salutation to babnudA, who made

the palm to yield fruit. Salutation to the companions of

babnudA. Salutation to carolus and to his wife and

daughter.

[And on this day is commemorated 'ammSnI.]

XXL MiyAzyA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is the festival of the commemoration of our holy

Lady, the Virgin mary, the God-bearer, who maketh inter-

cession with her beloved Son on behalf of the children of men,

and maketh Him to forgive the sins of those who call upon her

name. Therefore it is meet for us to keep the feast on the day of

her commemoration. Salutation and blessing be to the virginity

of the Lady mary, both internally and externally.

And on this day also died the holy father b£rutAw6s
(pROTHEUS ?). This honourable man was one of the learned

counsellors and philosophers in the city of Athens [fol. 40 b 2],

and he was one of the number of the learned sages of the Council

Chamber. He frequented the company of Saint paul, the apostle,

and they disputed together about the Faith, and it was clear to

BfeRUTAwos (pROTHEUS?) that there was no True Faith

except that of our Lord Jesus Christ. And he believed through

the Apostle paul, who baptized him with Christian baptism,

and taught him the Ordinances and Law of the Church; and

after this he laid his hand upon him, and made him Bishop of

the city of Athens. And this man frequented the company of

Saint DiONYSius, [and] Abba r5bA, of peasant family, the

chief of the learned men of the great city of Athens, and he
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revealed to him the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, and he

explained to him whatsoever was obscure therein, and he was

exceedingly learned. And this holy man b£rutaw6s (pro-

THEUS ?) came on the day of the death of our holy Lady the

Vu-gin MARY, the God-bearer, and he stood among the apostles,

and he comforted them with the spiritual songs and hymns

which he had written, and which he himself sang to pretty

times and to the accompaniment of a sweetly-voiced flute.

He converted many Jews and Gentiles, and brought them to

the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ; he trafficked in the

grace which had been given unto him, and he made a very

great profit thereby. When the apostles wanted to make him

a bishop, he beseeched and entreated [fol. 40 ^> 3] them, saying,

" Be pleased to excuse me, for I am not fitted for this honourable

position, and I am not able to perform the duties of a priest."

And having received heavenly grace in his knowledge, and

work, and learning, he departed to God. Salutation to BfeRU-

TAWOS (PROTHEUS ?) who sang and played funerary music

with the Apostles, when the Virgin mary died.

And on this day were martyred 'akresokos (oriscus ?),

and yak'asos (or, YAKRiDds), and yoras.

And on this day also died the honoured father, the great and

memorable preacher of the Faith, who was like unto the

Apostles, Abba 'anbAkom (habakkuk). God called this

holy man from a far country to the monastery of our father

Abba TAKLA HAYMANOT, in the days of our father peter,

and it was peter who baptized him, with Christian baptism,

with his own hand, and he gave him into the charge of a teacher,

and after this he arrayed him in the garb of a monk. And

'aNBAKOM (habakkuk) fought good spiritual fights of every

kind, and at length he was worthy to be appointed to the throne

of our father takla haymAnot, and he was one of the

company of the Eleven Learned Fathers. After this he departed

to God, Who loved him, at a good old age, having suffered

much tribulation and persecution, and laboured hard. Saluta-

tion to 'anbAkom (habakkuk).

f
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XXIL MiyAzyA

[fol. 41a l] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father Abba Isaac, from the city
of hArin, in the district of sebko, in the north of Egypt.
This holy man had pious parents, and his father's name was
ABRAHAM, and his mother's name was sosnA (susannah);
his mother died when he was a child and left him alone with
his father. When he had grown a little, he herded his father s
sheep, and his father married another wife. In those days
there was a great famine, and his father's wife hated him, and
only gave him a httle bread, and this holy man used to give his
food to the shepherds, and fasted the whole day long until
the evening; now at that time he was five years old. When his
father knew that his son used to give his food to the shepherds
and fast all day until the evening, he went to see him. And^
this holy man, knowing the matter before his father came to
him, tied up three pieces of mud in his cloak, so that his father
might think when he saw them that they were three loaves
of bread tied up in it. And when his father came to him, and
unrolled the cloak, and found the three pieces of mud he thought
they were loaves of bread. And he asked the boy to tell him if

he had given his bread that day to the shepherds or not, and
he said, "Yea." And he gave his food to the shepherds, and
many came and heard this; and his father marvelled, and
glorified God. Wlien this holy man had grown up [fol. 41a 2]
he went and became a monk with a certain righteous man
whose name was elias, and he lived with him for many years.
When Abba elias died Abba isaac went to the monastery
of BARNUG, and he hved with an old man whose name was
zAC

H

arias, and he devoted himself to the ascetic life, and
fought a great spiritual fight. And his father went about in
every district, trying to find him. When his father came to
the monastery of barn ug, and found him there, he asked him
to return with him, and isaac refused. And Abba zACharias
said unto hun, "Go with thy father, and live with him until
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he dies"; and the holy man went with his father; and he had

been living with his father a few days when his father died.

And all the goods which his father left he gave to the poor and

needy, and then he built for himself an abode far from the city,

and he dwelt there alone, and devoted himself to the ascetic

life. And he fought a great fight, with fasting, and prayer,

and ceaseless vigils, until he died in peace, and he was buried

in his abode, and the place was forgotten. After many years

God willed to reveal it, and a lighted lamp, which appeared

above his grave, was seen by certain men who were reaping;

and having seen this miracle for a space of three days, they

marvelled exceedingly. When they came to that place to look

at it, the lamp disappeared, and when the story of the saint

was noised abroad, and the place had been seen by them, they

found the lamp burning above his grave, [fol. 41a 3] Then the

saint appeared unto certain believers in a dream, and told

them the place where his body was, and they took it up with

great honour, and laid it on a camel. Then they set out and

journeyed on until they came to the middle of his city harin,

and the middle of mesrat (?); and there the camel knelt

down, and would not get up again. And they beat the camel

with many stripes, but he would not get up, and they knew

that it was by the Will of God that he would not move. And

they decided to build a shrine for him there, and to lay him in

it; and they built a church in his name, and laid his body in it,

and through it many signs and wonders took place. Salutation

to ISAAC, who made clods of earth to appear to be loaves of

bread.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba Alexander,

the nineteenth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria, concerning

whom the apostolic athanasius saith, ''My father Alex-

ander never read the Gospel sitting down, but he read it

standing up with the light in front of him." And concerning

him he also mentions the following: "The chief widows came

to him, and they spake unto him, saying: There is with us a

certain virgin who fasts seven days at a time, but she doeth no

work with her hands, [fol. 41 b i] And he said unto them, O
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my sisters, I never fast two days at a time. I never eat when
the sun hath appeared. I eat in moderation. And he told them
that one should eat in moderation and fast in moderation, and
work in moderation, in every good matter." The parents of

this holy man were believing Christians. He grew up in the

service of the Church, and he was reared therein, for maxim us
made him a reader, and Abba theonas made him a deacon,

and Abba peter made him a priest; and he was pure, and a
virgin from his youth. When the time drew nigh for Abba
PETER to become a martyr, this holy father Alexander and
'akilas went to him when he was in prison, and asked him
to remove the excommunication from arius, for arius had
asked them both to ask Abba peter about him. When they
asked Abba peter, he excommunicated arius again in their

presence. And he informed them, saying, "Our Lord Jesus
Christ appeared unto me, holding in His hand a rent garment,
and He said unto me, 'arius hath rent My human nature,'

and He commanded me not to receive him again." And Abba
PETER told them that 'aki las should become archbishop after

him, and that after 'akilas, Alexander should be arch-

bishop. And he told them this thing before the priests of the
Thorah of the city of Alexandria, and he commanded them not
to receive arius, [fol. 4162] and to have no fellowship with
him. When Abba PETER had finished his martyrdom, 'arkilas
(sic) was made archbishop after him, and he transgressed and
received arius, and made him a priest; therefore 'arkilas
liVed only seven months and died. After him this father

ALEXANDER was made archbishop, and as soon as he had
taken his seat, the elders of the people came and asked him to
receive arius, but he refused to do so, and added curses to
those which he had already heaped upon him. And he said
unto them, "Father peter commanded me and 'arkilAs
not to receive arius, and he told us, saying. Our Lord Jesus
Christ hath anathematized him, and excommunicated him."
And he commanded me, saying, "Take heed that thou dost not
receive arius, and thou shalt have no fellowship with him."
And 'arkilas having received arius, God speedily removed
him from his office ; and Alexander said, ''Nay, I will not receive
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him." And he expelled arius, and the people who believed in his

evil Faith. Then arius went to the Emperor constantine,
and laid an accusation against this holy man, saying, ''Alex-

ander hath excommunicated me wrongfully.
'

' And constan-
tine assembled the General Council of Three Hundred and

Eighteen Saints in the city of Nicea. And this father was the

President of the Council, and he disputedwitharius and revealed
his denial of Christ (or, infidelity) in words which were light in

their expression, but weighty in their majesty; and they ex-

commimicated him and would not receive his words. And
ALEXANDER uttered the Faith which God spake with his own
mouth unto all the fathers, and he drew up the Canon, and the

Law, and [rules for] right judgement, [fol. 41 b 3] and these

are in the hands of Christians until this day. And he made
regulations for the Fast (i.e. Lent), and the festival of Easter,

and he returned to his office victorious and joyiul. And he

shepherded his flock in grace and in peace, and he sat upon the

throne of mark the evangelist for seventeen years, and he

died in peace. Salutation to Alexander, President of the

Council of Nicea, who made the excommunication of arius
to resoimd in heaven and upon earth.

And on this day died the holy father Abba mark, the

Second, the forty-ninth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria.

This father was a native of Alexandria, and he was a virgin,

and chaste, and learned, and honourable, and he was the

second Archbishop of Alexandria with the name of mark.
Abba JOHN made him a deacon, and he performed the duties

of that office exceedingly well. He was an eloquent speaker,

and his voice was sweet, and because of his learning and his

knowledge of the Books (the Scriptures ?) all those who heard

him rejoiced in him. Then Abba john made him to live in his

house, and he delivered to him the regulation and administra-

tion of the archiepiscopate, and he did nothing whatsoever

without his advice. And he arrayed him in the garb of the

monk, in the monastery of Saint Abba macarius. And at the

moment when he put on the garb of the monk, a certain right-

eous man from among the holy fathers came, and spake unto
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him before all the people, [fol. 420:1] saying, "This deacon

whose name is john (sic) shall, rightly and fittingly, sit upon
the throne of his father mark, the evangelist." When the time

of the death of Abba john drew nigh, he spake unto the bishops,

and told them that they must make this father archbishop;

and they rejoiced in him, and they appointed him by force,

and against his wish, after he fled from them to the desert of

s c ET E. And they sent for him, and bound him, and they brought

him and enthroned him. In his days he restored the churches,

and rebuilt those that were in a ruinous state, and in his days

he removed the heresies of the heretics who appeared in his

days in the country of Egypt. And he made a church for them
specially, and they sat therein, and he rebuked and admonished

them, and he counted them among the sheep of his flock. And
God made manifest through this father many signs and wonders,

and he healed multitudes of sick folk, and he drove out the

filthy devils which possessed men. And he said unto one of

them, ''Understand that this would not have come upon thee

unless thou hadst shewn irreverence to the Holy Mysteries.

Rise up, without fear, and henceforward guard thyself against

the vain word which would go forth from thy mouth. *' And in

his days the Muslim Arabs used to carry off many Christians

from Rom, and bring them to the city of Alexandria and sell

them. And this father was exceedingly sorrowful about this,

and he borrowed money from the monasteries and begged

money from believing men, and he bought many Roman
Christians from the Muslims for three thousand dinars in gold;

and he wrote for them bills of manumission and set them free,

[fol. 42^2] And he said unto them, "Whosoever among you
wisheth to depart to his own country I will supply him with

what he needeth [for the voyage], and send him off, and who-
soever among you wisheth to stay with me, I will look after

him and protect him." When any of them wished to return to

their own country he gave them the money necessary for the

journey, and had them protected on their way until they

reached their own country; and for those who remained with

him, he provided wives and protected them. After this he took

thought for the Church of our Redeemer in the city of Alex-
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andria, and restored it ; Satan stirred up a riot in the city, and
the church was burned, but this father restored it again. When
God willed to give him rest he became a little sick. And on
Easter Sunday Saint mark the evangelist appeared unto him,

and told him about the everlasting joy which God had prepared

for him, and he made known unto him, saying, "After thou hast

received the Holy Mysteries thou shalt rest." Having awoke
from his sleep he told the bishops who were about him what he

had seen, and he commanded them to begin the service of

consecration of the Offering, and he himself consecrated and
received the Holy Mysteries. And he said unto them, "I
embrace you all with a holy embrace," and he died in peace

straightway. And all the days which he sat were twenty years.

Salutation to Alexander (sic), who ransomed the captive

Roman Christians for thirty thousand dinars in gold.

[fol. 42 a 3] And on this day also died the holy father Abba
MICHAEL, the fifty-third Archbishop of the city of Alexandria.

This holy father was a righteous man, and a monk, and he was
made abbot of the church of Saint Abba JOHN of the desert

of SCETE. And they seized him against his will, now it was
with the greatest difficulty that they seized him and made him
Archbishop of the city of Alexandria, on the 24th day of the

month of Khedar; and he devoted himself to the ascetic life

and he ordered his course after the manner of the Apostles.

When the Great Fast came, the holy man went up to the desert

of SCETE to keep the Great Fast there, and his spiritual fight

and his strenuous asceticism when he was in the desert by
himself are remembered. Before he was made archbishop, he
prayed to God with tears and groans, saying, "O God, Thou
knowest how much I love to dwell by myself, and that I have
not strength enough for this office, [to say] nothing about my
fitness. I beseech Thee, because of the greatness of Thy com-
passion, to take my soul and to give me rest in this Fast." And
God received his petition, and it came to pass that after the

Easter Festival God called him, and gave him rest. And the

days of his office were two years and five months. Salutatioa

to MICHAEL, whose soul God took according to his request.
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XXIII. MiyAzyA

[fol. 4261] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day the holy and honoured, the great star of the East,

Abba GEORGE, the fighter, became a martyr. The name of

the father of this holy man was anastasius, and he was
from the country of Cappadocia; his mother's name was
THEOBASTE, and she was from the country of Palestine:

When GEORGE was twenty years old his father died, and he

rose up and went to the Emperor dodyAnos (diocletian ?)

so that he might receive the appointment which his father had
held. And he found that the emperor was setting up idols,

and worshipping them, and that he was compelling all men to

worship idols. And george divided all the goods which were

his among the poor and the needy, and set free his slaves, and
he stood up before the emperor, and confessed our Lord Jesus

Christ. And the emperor tried to persuade him [to reject

Christ], and promised him many great [honours], but he would

not turn [to idolatry], and he would not submit to him. And
the emperor tortured him with many tortures, but God strength-

ened him and healed his wounds. And He told him that he

should die three times for His holy Name, and that each time

He would raise him up, but that when he died for the fourth

time he should receive the crown of martyrdom. And He
promised him that he should inherit great and well-known fame

in all the ends of the world, and informed him that he should

continue to be tortured for . . . years, and that He would send

His angels to minister unto him. Now the emperor was ex-

ceedingly sad and sorry because of all the many tortures [fol.

42b 2] which he was inflicting upon Saint george, and be-

cause the saint would not submit to him. After this the emperor

brought to him a great and powerful magician whose name was
athanasius, and he concocted a cup full of poison, and gave

it to that saint to drink, and he thought that he would die as

soon as he had drunk it. When Saint george had drunk the

cup, which was full of poison, he received no injury whatsoever;
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and the magician believed on our Lord Jesus Christ, and became

a martyr. And the emperor had an instrument brought wherein

were teeth Hke a saw, and he commanded his soldiers to saw

the saint in it, and when they had sawn him, he delivered up
his soul; but our Lord Jesus Christ raised him up, and the saint

returned to the city. When the people saw this, many of them

believed on our Lord Jesus Christ, and they received crowns of

martyrdom; and they were in number thirty thousand and

seven hundred souls. When Saint george stood before the

Emperor dodyanos (diocletian ?), in the place where the

kings assembled, now the kings were sitting upon seventy

thrones, the emperor said unto him, "We wish thee to make
these thrones whereon we are now sitting to put forth leaves,

and bear fruit." And Saint george prayed to God concerning

these thrones, and they put forth leaves and bore fruit straight-

way. And after this they took Saint george, and boiled him

in a brass cauldron, and then threw him out into the desert,

but God restored his soul to his body, and raised him up again

;

and the saint returned to the kings, and preached the Name
of our Lord [fol. 4263] Jesus Christ openly. And they all

marvelled and said unto him, "If thou wilt raise the dead we
shall know that thy God is God indeed, and we will believe."

And Saint george prayed to God, and he raised up for them

from a cave very many dead people, both men and women and

young people. And these preached the Name of our Lord Jesus

Christ, and told the people about gahAnam, and the Judge-

ment (or, punishment); and after this they returned to their

graves, and died. And when those infidels who were contending

against him, and resisting him, saw this they said, "These

creatures which thou hast raised up are unclean spirits; they

are Satanic spirits, and not men." And because of their great

sadness and sorrow for Saint george, and the tortures which

he was condenmed by them to suffer, and in order that he

might submit to them, they committed him to the care of a

poor beggar woman. And when the poor woman went out to

beg for bread the angel of the Lord brought him a table whereon

there were aU kinds of good food. And there was in the house

of that woman a piece of dry wood, and Saint george prayed
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to God, and that wood germinated, and put forth leaves, and

it became a tall tree with long branches and much foliage. And

when the poor widow came and saw that great miracle, and

how that tree had shot up, and the table, she marvelled, and

she brought her son who was blind, and deaf, and dumb, and a

paralytic, and asked the saint to heal him for her. And he told

her the way of God, and she believed on our Lord Jesus Christ.

And the saint made the sign of the Cross over the face of the

child [fol. 43a i] and he saw straightway. And Saint george
said unto her, "I will that the next time he may be able to

hear, and to walk and to speak." And the emperor passed

through the city, and saw that tree, and he marvelled, and

asked questions concerning it. And they told him, saying,

"This tree is in the house of the widow wherein Saint george
dwelleth.

'

' And the emperor having remembered Saint george
had him brought to him, and he commanded his soldiers to

beat him with very many stripes, and they beat him, and

crushed his feet, and he died for the third time, and they cast

[his body] outside the city; but God raised him up and he

returned to the kings. When the Emperor d6dyAn6s (dio-

cletian ?) saw him, he marvelled, and was frightened, because

of all the tortures to which he had subjected the saint, and he

began to speak him fair and he promised to give him his daugh-

ter in marriage and to make him the second in the kingdom

[if he would deny Christ]. Then the saint made a mock of him,

and promised him, untruthfully, that he would offer incense to

his gods. And the emperor rejoiced, and thought that the saint

would do so actually, and he ran to him, and kissed his head,

and brought him into the royal palace. And the saint rose up

to pray, and he prayed, and repeated a psalm of david, and

the empress, the wife of the emperor, kissed him, and asked him

to explain to her what he had read. And he began to make her

to know and to understand the matter from the time when God
created the world, to the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ

;

and his words entered her heart and she believed on our Lord

Jesus Christ. And on the following day a herald went round

calling upon all the men of the city to gather together in order

to see Saint george make an offering of incense to the gods.
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II

And when [fol. 43 a 2] the widow heard this, she was exceedingly

sorry, and she went out with the multitude to see Saint george
make an offering of incense to the idols. And when the saint

saw her he rejoiced, and said unto her son, "Go to apollo,
and conmiand him to come hither to me in the Name of our

Lord Jesus Christ"; and the widow's son was healed straight-

way, and he walked and talked, and he went to the idol, and
told him what Saint george had told him to say. And he

drove out the Satan that foul spirit, which dwelt in the idol,

and brought it to Saint george. And the idol confessed before

all the people, saying, "I am not God, but a creature who
leadeth men into error.'' And the saint commanded the earth

to swallow him up, and straightway the earth swallowed that

deceiver. When the emperor saw this, he and all those who
were with him were ashamed. And being filled with fury and
wrath against Saint george, he came to the empress his

wife, and she said unto him, "Did I not tell thee not to oppose
the Galilean? Their God is strong and mighty." And the

emperor was exceedingly wroth with her, for he knew that

Saint GEORGE had brought her into the True Faith. And he
commanded his soldiers to drag her outside the city, and to

cut up her body with a saw, [and they did so,] and she received

the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. Then
straightway the kings were afraid because of Saint george,
and they advised the Emperor dodyanos (diocletian ?)

to write the order for the soldiers to cut off his head with the

sword, so that he might have rest from Saint george, and
that shame upon shame might not be heaped upon them. When
the emperor had commanded them [fol. 43^3] to cut off his

head with the sword. Saint george, the mighty one, the

conqueror, rejoiced exceedingly. And he entreated our Lord
Jesus Christ to bring down fire from heaven and destroy the

seventy kings, so that they might cease from inflicting tribula-

tion upon the Church. And straightway fire came down from
heaven, and burnt up the seventy kings and all their soldiers.

Then our Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto Saint george and
made many covenants with him. And He said unto him, " Who-
soever shall commemorate thee upon earth I will destroy all
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his sins. Whosoever is in tribulation, whether by sea or on land,

or is sick, and entreateth me in thy name, I will deUver him

quickly from his tribulation"; having said this He went up

into heaven. After this the saint bowed his neck, and they cut

off his holy head with the sword, and he received three ever-

lasting crowns of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens.

And four of his believing slaves took the body of Saint george,

and wrapped it up in his apparel, and took it into the city of

Lydda, and they built a beautiful church, and laid his body

therein, and countless miracles were wrought there. Salutation

to thee, O george, the root of thousands of martyrs, [fol.

43 & I] Salutation to the ninety men and thirty-seven women

who, when they saw the hidden glory of the heavens revealed

at the martyrdom of george, became martyrs.

And on this day also died roko. This holy man was such a

strenuous fighter in the spirit, that he made signs and miracles

manifest. One day the sickness of the plague smote him, and

he prayed to God with abundant tears, and shewed Him his

sores. And our Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto him, sitting

upon a cloud of heaven, and He stood up before him and said

unto him, "Fear not, O My beloved roko, behold I have come

unto thee to heal thee of thy sickness, and to estabUsh with

thee a covenant that all those who shall pray unto Me in thy

name, saying, 'Jesus Christ, the God of r6k5, deliver me for

I am afflicted,' shall be free from the sickness of the plague,

and it shall not come upon them." After He had said this

unto him, our Lord Jesus Christ went up into heaven. And

the holy man lived in strict devotion to the ascetic Hfe for many

[years], and he died in peace. Salutation to roko, the chosen

fighter.

Salutation to stephana, a friend of victor the martyr.

[Omitted in the Bodleian MS.]
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XXIV. MfYAzYA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

[fol. 43 & 2] On this day Saint sanA, the companion of Saint
ISIDORE, whose history is told in the section for the eighteenth
day of the month of Magabit, became a martyr. After this
holy man had been tortured with his companion, Isidore
[died] and received the crown of martyrdom ; and this holy man
SANA remained in the prison house. And he who was governor
of the city of farmA at that time was abolished, and another
governor was appointed to succeed him ; and the infidel emperor
commanded that governor not to leave [alive] anyone who
mentioned the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. And they told
him about the fight of this holy man sanA, and informed him
that he was a captain of soldiers, and told him that he had
been tortured severely, and would not turn from his counsel.
And the governor commanded his soldiers to cut off his holy
head, [and they did so,] and he received the crown of hfe. And
his mother saw angels of light taking his soul, and carrying it

up to heaven, and she said she had seen this when Isidore
was martyred. Then they took the body of Saint sanA, and
swathed it for burial, and laid it with the body of Saint Isidore,
his friend; and their bodies remain in the city of samnud, and
the people thereof keep a great feast in their honour. And
many signs and wonders appear through them to those who
go to them in faith, [fol. 436 3] Salutation to sanA and
ISIDORE.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba sanutyA
(SHENUTi), the twenty-fifth (sixty-fifth ?) Archbishop of the
city of Alexandria. This holy and spiritual father was a monk
from his early years in the church of Saint macarius, in the
desert of scete, and he advanced in good works as he became
older, and his excellences increased, and he devoted himself to
the ascetic life, and fought a good fight. And he was appointed
abbot in the house of Saint Abba macarius, and the bishops
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and all the people chose him, and appointed him Archbishop of

the city of Alexandria. And great tribulation, and very much

sorrow came upon him during all the days of his office, and the

Muslim kings afflicted him, and they seized him and bound him

in fetters; and they demanded money from him, but he had

nothing whatsoever to give them. And God performed through

him many signs and wonders and he healed many sick folk of

grievous sicknesses, and he cast out Satans from men. And

through his prayer God sent down very much rain upon the

men of the country of mareotis, who remained in a state of

severe famine for ten years through want of rain ; for the wells

in the country had dried up and the streams, and they well-

nigh died of thirst. When this [fol. 44a i] father came to them

to celebrate a festival in the church of Saint Abba mi

n

As, the

martyr, all the men of the city gathered together to him and

told him how much they were suffering through want of water,

and he comforted them and encouraged them to be patient.

When this father had ended the Liturgy he entreated God to

have mercy upon His creation, and to teach them. When the

time of sunset arrived the rain began to fall in large drops, and

then ceased. And this father said, ''O my Lord Jesus Christ,

to Whom belongeth glory, O Master, if Thou wishest to teach

Thy people, and to shew compassion unto them with the riches

of Thy compassion, and the abundance of Thy mercies, let

them be filled and satisfied with Thy mercy, and with Thy

blessing, in Thy good pleasure." Having said this he went into

his bed-chamber to pray the prayer for sleep, and then he asked

God to remember His people, and to shew mercy upon them.

And when he finished his prayer, there came mighty thunders

and lightnings, and the rain descended Hke a flood, and filled

aU the holes in the ground, and the gardens, and the weUs and

the grounds round about them. He remained three years in

that land and was there during three years of famine. On

another occasion the Arabs of Upper Egypt assembled, and

came to the desert of scete, and they surrounded the monas-

teries, and wished to kill aU the monks who dwelt in them, and

to plunder the monasteries. And this holy father took his own

cross, and went out against them, and when they saw the cross

\
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m his hand they turned backwards and did no harm whatso-
ever And this father expeUed all infidelity from his countryby his learnmg, [fol. 44a 2] and also from his flock. Now at
tiiat time there were men who said that He Who suffered for
us was only a man and not God. And this father wrote a letterand sent it dunng the days of the Great holy Fast {i.e. Lent) to
all aties^ and m it he spake thus : "God the Word suffered for usm His Body, and His Divine Nature was not separated from
His human nature, not for an hour, nay, not for the twinkling
of an eye. These two Natures were one from the beginning
and they were not separated in any way whatsoever by any
operation; and at the time of His Passion and Death they werenot separated. When this letter was read in all the cities, all
the Chnstians therein rejoiced with a great joy. And there also
appeared certain accursed men who said, now their tongues
ought to be cut out! that His Divine Nature died; these were
the men of the city of balyAnA, and their bishops. When
this father heard the report of them he was very sad, and he
wrote other letters wherein he said, "The Nature of God, the
Word. IS unknowable, and intangible, and impassable, and
suffenng can only enter the human nature which God the Word
took and made one with His Godhead, without separation, and
without nimglmg, and without change." And he also said
therein. We do not separate God the Word from our flesh
which suffered, but we believe that He was One at the time of
±lis i'assion, and likewise we also believe that His Godhead
neither suffered nor died, but that He suffered, and died in the
flesh, only without [fol. 44 a 3] separation of His Godhead."When his letters reached these men, and they had read them,they turned from their error, and they believed in their Faithm nghteousness and integrity. And their bishops came and
confessed before our father, the archbishop, the True andKight Faith, and they entreated our father Archbishop sanu-TYA (SHENUTI), saying, "Forgive us our sin and error." And
this father commanded them to bow down before aU the bishopsand priests, and people, and to say unto them, "Forgive us'
for we have sinned and gone astray, for it was Satan who led us
into error. And they did as the archbishop commanded them
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and he forgave them their sins. And this father thought much

about the churches, and their buildings, and the places wherein

pilgrims sojourned, and what moneys were left to him he gave

to the poor and needy; and he followed a good course of life

and pleased God. And the days of his office were fifteen years,

and he died in peace. Salutation to the mighty Archbishop

who drove away the Enemy by the cross which was in his

hand.

And on this day also are commemorated the consecration of

DABRA sinA, and Abba yasderA of sfnA (or, of sfR).

XXV. MtYAzYA

[fol. 446 l] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint sarA and her two sons became mart3a-s.

This holy woman was a native of the city of Antioch, and she

was the wife of a certain man whose name was socrates;

now he was a governor of diocletian, and a Christian.

Subsequently he denied Christ, but his wife remained a Christian.

And. her husband said unto her, "I love the Faith of Christ,

but I denied Him, because I am afraid of the emperor's tor-

turings." And this holy woman brought forth by him two sons,

and she was unable to have them baptized with Christian bap-

tism in the city of Antioch, through her fear of the emperor,

and through fear of her husband ; but because of her exceeding

great love for our Lord Jesus Christ she strove in every way
possible to have her sons baptized with Christian baptism. And
she took her two sons, and two slaves with her, and she embarked

in a ship, wishing to go to the city of Alexandria, to Abba

peter, the archbishop. Now God willed to reveal the greatness

of ber Faith to the generation which was to come. And God
raised up a wind at sea, and a very great and violent storm,

and the storm was so violent that the ship was nigh to founder;

and the holy woman was afraid that her sons would be drowned

without being baptized. And straightway she rose up, and

k
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prayed a long prayer, and then she took a razor, and made a
cut in her right breast, and she took some of her blood and
made therewith the sign of the Cross upon the foreheads, and
[fol. 44b 2] over the hearts, and on the breasts, and on the backs
of both of her sons; and she dipped them in the sea thrice,

saying, "In the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Ghost." And after she had done this, there came a great calm
on the sea. When she arrived in the city of Alexandria, she

took her sons to Abba peter, the archbishop, that he might
baptize them with Christian baptism, together with the children

of the city. Having baptized one of the children of the city,

he took her sons to baptize them, and straightway the water
congealed, and fell off them. And he took another child of the

city and the water became liquid, and he baptized him, and
the water returned to its natural form. And the archbishop
took the sons of this holy woman [a second time] to baptize

them, and straightway the water congealed again; this he did

thrice and the water congealed thrice. And he had their

mother brought, and he questioned her, and thereupon she

told him everything that had happened to her, and how the

wind and storm had risen on the sea against her, and how she
had cut her breast, and baptized her sons; and she asked him
to forgive her her sin, for it was because she was afraid that she
had done [this thing]. And Saint Abba peter said unto her,

"Fear not, for it is our Lord Jesus Christ Who hath baptized
thy sons, with His own hand, when thou didst immerse them
in the sea." And when the holy baptism of her sons was
completed by the hand of Saint Abba peter, the archbishop,

they received the Holy Mysteries and she returned to her
husband in the city of Antioch. When she came to him he was
wroth with her, because of what she had done, and he went to

the emperor and informed against her, and told him what she
had done. [fol. 44b 3] And the emperor had her brought before

him, and said unto her, "Why didst thou go to the city of

Alexandria? Hast thou been playing the whore with Chris-

tians?" And the holy woman answered and said unto him,
"Christians do not play the whore, and they do not worship
idols; and after this do what thou wishest, for thou wilt not

I
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hear another word from me." And the emperor said unto her,

"Tell me what happened unto thee in the city of Alexandria,"

but she vouchsafed him no reply whatsoever. And the emperor

commanded his soldiers to tie her hands behind her, and to set

her two sons upon her belly, and to bum all three of them

together in the fire. And she turned her holy face to the East,

and prayed, and then they burnt her, with her sons, in the fire,

and she received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of

the heavens. Salutation to sarA.

And on this day also are commemorated darA, and Abba

JOHN, the archbishop.

And on this day also are commemorated Saint Abba bab-

nudA, the anchorite, and Saint Theodore, the fighter, and

one hundred martyrs who received crowns of martyrdom in

the kingdom of Persia (or, Egypt), [fol. 45a i] Salutation to

babnudA, and to father Theodore, and to four men in the

country of Persia,

XXVI. MiyAzyA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint susenyos, the son of su'epeter (i.e.

s6siPETR6s=sosiPATER?), became a martyr. The father of

this holy man was a friend of the Emperor diocletian the

infidel, who was emperor. And the angel of the Lord appeared

unto him, and strengthened his heart, so that he might become

a martyr; and this thing was ever in his mind. And after this the

emperor sent him to the country of Nicomedia, and he sent to

him an edict ordering him to restore the worship of idols; when
the saint saw this he sorrowed exceedingly. Then he sent and

brought a priest, and he learned from him the doctrine of the

Church, and the priest baptized him with Christian baptism.

After this he returned to the country of Antioch, where he found

that his sister had given birth to a child, whose creation (or.
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nature) had been changed by a Satan. She had given birth to

a daughter, whom she had killed, and whose blood she had

drunk, for there dwelt in her a Satan, who, by his magic, could

take the form of a bird or serpent. When a child was bom to

any of the natives of the city, the mother used to go down,

and kill him by magic and drink his blood, [fol. 45 a 2] And when
Saint susENYOS saw this, he took his spear in his hand, and

killed his sister and her child also, for he was the son of Satan;

and he killed her husband, and her husband's father, for they

were magicians, and they used to inflict sicknesses on a man
and kill him. After this he returned to Nicomedia, and he came

to that priest who had baptized him with Christian baptism,

and told him everything that had happened to him. When he

returned to his city, and his father knew it, he wanted to kill

him, and he accused him to the emperor [of being a Christian],

At that time Saint susenyos went to the emperor in the

house of his idols, and he commanded the idols, by the power of

our Lord Jesus Christ, to descend into Sheol; and straightway

the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up. And
the story of how Saint susenyos had destroyed their idols

was noised abroad, and again his father made accusations

against him before the emperor. And the emperor was wroth

with him, and commanded his soldiers to torture him with

severe tortures. And they beat him, and smote him with brass

rods, and they broke him on the wheel, and they crushed him

with the instruments wherewith grain is crushed, and they

dragged him through the city. And God strengthened him,

and enabled him to endure all these tortures, and the angel of

the Lord visited him at all times, and strengthened him and

healed his wounds, and raised him up whole and uninjured.

And many men, who believed on our Lord Jesus Christ through

him, became martyrs. When the emperor was tired he said

to one of his men, "Behold, command them to cut off his holy

head with the sword," [and they cut it off,] and he received

[fol. 45 a 3] the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the

heavens. And the number of those who became martyrs,

during the time they were torturing the saint, was eleven

hundred and ninety. Salutation to suseny6s, the son of
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[su'fe] PETER, and salutation to the eleven hundred and ninety

martyrs of the company of susenyos.

And on this day also JOHN, the son of a carpenter, became

a martyr. This holy man was a native of the city of Nineveh,

and his father was a maker of wooden images, and a worshipper

of idols ; his mother was a Christian. Lacking a son she prayed

to God, and she brought forth this saint, and called his name
" JOHN" in secret. When he was eight years of age, he helped

his father, who bought wooden figures for his son to carve.

One day as he was going about bu3dng idols, the angel of the

Lord met him, and told him that idols were the abode of Satan,

and commanded him to cast them from his hands; and he

taught him the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. And Saint

JOHN returned to his father [fol. 4561] and said unto him,

''There is no god but God, the Creator of the heavens and the

earth; I will not worship the work of men's hands." When his

father heard this, he tied him up in the prison house. And his

mother came and made his heart strong to shed his blood for

the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Then the people of the

city came to persuade him with their words, and they said unto

him, "O boy, why dost thou forsake thy father's gods? " And
Saint JOHN said unto them, ''I will not worship the work of

men's hands, for [idols] are the abodes of filthy devils." When
his father heard his words he took up his saw, and cut off his

son's head, but the young man did not fall down, and he stood

upright on his feet, and was baptized with his own blood. And
his mother came and took [his body, and she said], '* O my Lord

Jesus Christ, for Whom praise is meet, receive Thou from
me this offering, O Thou Who didst accept the offering of abel
in the field." And Satan entered the heart of his father and
made him mad, and his wife took him, and brought him to

the grave of her son, and prayed for him. And Saint JOHN
came by night, and pierced his father with a spear, and Satan
went out of him, and then he believed and was baptized in the

Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost. Salutation

to JOHN of Nineveh, who was a lamp which dispelled the

dense darkness of sin.

B £ S III 53
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[fol. 4562] And on this day also were martyred the saints

sebb!d6rAs (or, sabbiteras), and Abba serga, and
DERiYS (or, d!rAyes), and says.

XXVII. MfYAzYA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint victor became a martjn:. The name of

the father of this holy man was KHfeRMANOS (romanus),
the captain of the host of the Emperor diocletian, and his

comisellor; and his opinion, and his word, in respect of the

worship of idols, were one with those of the Emperor diocle-
tian. And the name of the blessed woman, his mother, was
MARTHA, and she was a Christian. When Saint victor grew
up, he was near the emperor, and his rank was the third in the

royal palace. At that time his days were ten years. And he

rejected this world, and the glory thereof. He ate no flesh,

and drank no wine, he fasted continually, he prayed many
prayers without ceasing by day and by night, he visited those

who were in prison, and he gave alms to the poor and needy.

And when they killed Saint theodAdA, the mother of the

saints cosmas and damianus, no one dared to go near her

through fear of the emperor. And Saint victor came, and
carried away her body, and buried it, and was unafraid; and
he rebuked his father on several occasions for idolatry. And
his father [fol. 45 b 3] laid information against him before the

emperor. When Saint victor was brought before the emperor,

he imfastened his military girdle, and threw it in the face of the

emperor, saying, ''Take this gift, which thou didst give me,"
and he uttered blasphemies against the emperor, and against

his idols. And kh£rmAn6s (romanus) coimselled the

emperor, and told him to send victor to the city of Alexandria,

to the governor herminius, so that he might torture him
severely. And they brought out the holy man and set a bridle

(i,e. a gag) in his mouth, and his mother bade him farewell

with many tears. And he commanded his mother about the
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poor, and the needy, and the widows, and the orphans, telling

her to visit them, and to give them what they needed. And
when he arrived in Alexandria, herminius, the governor,

tortured him very severely. And the angel of the Lord ap-

peared, and took his soul, and carried it up into heaven, and
shewed him the abode of the beings of light; and [then] his

soul returned to his body again. And the governor inflicted

further tortures upon him by means of boiling oil and pitch.

After this he had him laid upon an iron bed, and had a fire

lighted under him, and then he had him cast into the furnace

which heated the baths [of the city] ; and he inflicted upon him
every kind of torture. And God strengthened him, and made him
to endure, and He sent His angel unto him to heal his wounds.

And after this the governor sent Saint victor to the city, the

name of which is antinoe, where he was tortured severely,

and they cut out his tongue, and drove red-hot iron instruments

through his sides; but God gave him strength and enabled him
to endure. And after this they imprisoned him in a desert

fortress, [fol. 46a i] so that he might die. Now Saint victor
knew the craft of the carpenter, and he made tools and sold

them ; with a part of the price he fed himself sparingly, and the

rest he gave to the poor and needy. And a certain governor

came, and took up his abode near that fortress, and the people

told him the story of Saint victor, how that he was the son

of kh£rmAn6s (romanus), the captain of the imperial

army of Antioch. And the governor had him brought to him,

and he urged him greatly [to deny Christ], but he would not

turn and he would not obey his behest. And the governor

commanded his soldiers to torture him, and they tortured him
severely. They tore out his tongue by its roots, they beat his

mouth, they hung him up head downwards, and suspended

heavy stones from his hands; and after this they threw him
into an oven which had been made red-hot, they poured boiling

pitch and oil over him, they pounded him with pounding

instruments, and they made his face to smart and sting with

acid and dust, and they put salt in his eyes ; and after this they

brought him out and hung him up head downwards. And our

Lord Jesus Christ strengthened him, and enabled him to endure,

53-2
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and restored to him his members. And there was a certain
maiden, whose days were fifteen years, and who saw Saint
VICTOR from the window of her house whilst they were tor-
turing him, and she also saw angels, with crowns in their hands,
and they were placing them on the head of Saint victor!
And she informed the people what she had seen, and they
marvelled exceedingly, and many of them believed on our
Lord Jesus Christ, and became martyrs. And that maiden
believed [fol. 46 a 2] on the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and [confessed her belief] before the governor, and he com-
manded his soldiers to cut off her head

; [and they did so,] and
she received the crown of martyrdom. After this the governor
commanded them to cut off the holy head of Saint victor
with the sword, [and they did so,] and he received the crown of
martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. And certain
believing men took the body of the saint and wrapped it in
hnen and in beautiful and costly stuffs and they laid it in a
pure place until martha came from the city of Antioch, and
buUt a beautiful church for it. And she laid his body therein,
and through it great signs and wonders took place. Two-fold
salutation to victor and salutation to those who associated
themselves with him m his martyrdom, and who themselves
became martyrs.

XXVm. MiyazyA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint melius became a martyr. This holy man
was a strenuous ascetic and fighter, and one who kept vigil all
the days of his life; and he dwelt in caves and in monasteries.
And he lived with his two disciples in a monastery near the city
of KUfiRASAT. Now the two sons of the King of ku£rAsAt
went out hunting, and their slaves were with them, and they
asked them for the nets so that they might net the wild beasts
and kill them with spears therein, [fol. 46 a 3] And having gone
a distance of forty stadia they set up their net-posts, and when
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they had drawn the nets round them they found this saint inside

them ; and he was dressed in sackcloth made of hair, and his hair

was exceedingly long. When the king's sons saw him they were
very much afraid of him, and they asked him, saying, "'Art

thou a man or a spirit? " And he answered and said unto them,
" I am a sinful man. I dwell here, and I worship my Lord Jesus

Christ, the Son of the Living God." And they answered and
said unto him, ** There is no god except the sun and fire ; worship

thou them lest they kill thee." And he answered and said unto
them, "This sun, and the fire, are things which have been
created, and ye are in error. I beseech you to put your trust

in the God, Who is God indeed, the Creator of all things."

And they answered him, [sajdng,] "Dost thou say that He
Whom the Jews crucified is God?" And he said unto them,

"Yea, He Who was crucified for sin, and Who was killed and
died, is God indeed." And the king's sons seized this saint and
his two disciples with him, and they [fol. 466 i] tortured them
severely, and they cut off the heads of the two disciples, who
received their crowns of martyrdom; as for the holy old man,
melius, they continued to torture him during the fourteen

days in which they were hunting. And on the following day
they made him to stand up between them, and he stood up,

and one of the two brethren was in front of him and one behind
him, and they shot arrows at him, and he said unto them, "Thus
do ye two agree, and act together, so that ye may kill those who
do evil to you; and even thus, when ye take up these positions

to carry out your work with your arrows to-morrow, ye shall

die." And when they heard this they were not afraid of his

words, and they continued to shoot their arrows at him until

he ended his martyrdom. And on the following day they went
out hunting, according to their wont, and they followed a wild
ass of the desert, and shot arrows at him, and God turned their

arrows into their own hearts, even as the holy man told them.
And God made manifest great signs and wonders by the hands
of this holy man. One day he was passing along the road, and
he came upon certain men who had seized a certain monk, and
were accusing him, saying, "Thou hast killed this man." And
this saint prayed, and raised up the dead man, and he said unto
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him, "Is it true that this monk killed thee?" And he who had
been dead answered and said unto him, "This monk did not kill

me. A large amount of money had been committed to my care,

and a certain priest, because of this, killed me, and dragged me
out and cast me here." And straightway he who had been dead
spake to the holy man, saying, "Go thou to such and such a

priest, who killed me, and take my money from him, and give

it to my children." And the saint said unto him, " Be silent, and
[fol. 46b 2] lie down in peace until the day of the resurrection

of dead bodies; I am not a distributor of money and punish-

ment"; and the man lay down straightway. Salutation to

MELIUS, the righteous man.

AndonthisdayalsoSaintAbbaBiSTOwfeROS (bistorius?),

of the city of maksu R, became a martyr. This saint had a father

whowas a righteous man, but three years after hismotherbrought
him forth, Satan led her astray, and she became a Muslim ; after

this he was brought up by God's Will, until he arrived at man's
estate. Then he married a beautifiil wife, and begot children

by her. After many years had passed by, there rose up against

him a certain man of a brutal and revengeful disposition, and
he went and gave information against bistorius to the

Muhammadan Government, sa5dng, "Ye know that, according

to our Law, the child, from the moment when a man hath

imion with his wife, [is a Muslim,] and that their children follow

their Faith; now this man by our Law hath another Faith."

Thereupon a certain Muslim governor sent his messengers to

BISTORIUS, and they found the holy man, and they brought

him before the Council. And straightway the governor ques-

tioned him, and enquired into the whole matter, and the saint

confessed before him, fearlessly, saying, "I am a Christian."

And the governor began to talk with him quietly, and promised

to bestow upon him many gifts if he would turn from [fol. 466 3]

his desire, and from his holy Faith; but the saint would not

incline to him, and his heart would not consider in the least

degree his gifts. When the governor saw that he would not

turn from his Faith, he commanded his soldiers to take him to

the prison house, and to bind him with fetters of iron, and he
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also ordered them to suspend from his neck a heavy log of wood,

and to leave him lying with his face uncovered (?) in the prison

house ; and they did this, [and he remained thus] until the third

day. After this, whilst he was still in the prison house, there

came unto him a white dove, and it alighted upon him, and the

keeper of the prison heard of this. Then the Muslim Council

questioned him, saying, "We cannot wait for thee any longer.

Make thy choice, whether thou wilt enter our Faith, or whether

we shall burn thy body in the blazing fire." And the saint

answered and said unto them, "Do with me as ye please, for

I will never have any portion with you." And straightway the

governor was wroth, and he commanded the soldiers to beat

him, and to cast him [into the fire] without mercy. And all the

men of the city did this to him, and they beat him [with whips],

and smote him with their sandals. And straightway a certain

woman went forth and smote him on his face with her sandal,

and when she had given the blow her hand withered straight-

way. And after this a swordsman went out from the governor

and drew his sword, and struck at the saint's neck with it, but

the blow was not aimed straight enough to cut off his head, and

it struck him on the side of his face, and cut off his ear [which]

dropped down [on the ground] ; and the blood poured out from

his veins, for the stroke was evil and violent. And after this

they persuaded him with gentle words to enter [fol. 47 a i] their

Faith. When he refused, the swordsman drew his sword again,

and cut off his honourable head, and he received a crown of

martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. And then they

burned his body with fire. And his kinsfolk came, and took it,

and carried it to his city and buried it in the pit of Saint JOHN

of HARKLi; and God made manifest over his body very many,

yea countless, signs. Salutation to BiSTOWfeROS, the fighter,

the translation of whose name is " cross-[bearer] " (Chris-

topher?).

Salutation to Abraham, isaac, and jacob.

And on this day also are celebrated the commemoration of

WASLiKOS (or, wAsLis), and many martyrs.
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XXIX. MiYAZYA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is commemorated the birth of our Lord Jesus

Christ, [fol. 47a 2] Salutation to Thy Birth in the flesh from

MARY.

And on this day also died Saint 'arsat6s (aristos) the

apostle. This holy man was one of the Seventy-two disciples,

and he received the grace of the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete,

when he was in the room of Zion with the apostles, and he

talked with them in all the tongues of the countries. And then

he preached with the apostles, and followed with them, and

suffered with them frequently. And the apostles chose him,

and appointed him steward in the church of the city of Jeru-

salem, and he remained in this service for a few days. And
after this the apostles appointed him Bishop of ban 6to s,

and he preached therein in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and he illumined the hearts of the men thereof with the know-

ledge of the Holy Trinity. And he destroyed many houses of

idols, and built churches in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

And he worked great signs and wonders, and he changed bitter

water, and made it sweet. And he made withered trees to take

root, and he caused them to put forth leaves and fruit. And
he healed many sick folk of serious illnesses, and he attained

to a good old age, and pleased God, and died in peace. And
behold PAUL the apostle mentioneth him, and he saluteth him

in his Epistle (?). Salutation to aristos, the bishop.

[fol. 47 fl 3] And on this day [also] died Saint Abba AC AC i us.

Bishop of the city of Jerusalem. This holy man was a pure and

righteous vessel, and the infidels inflicted tribulation upon him

for many days; and God wrought many signs and wonders by
his hands, and he died in peace. Salutation to acacius,
Bishop of Jerusalem.

And on this day also are commemorated Abba gam6s (or,

GAM so), and very many martyrs who were with him.
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XXX. MfYAzYA

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint mark the evangelist and apostle, the first

of the Archbishops of the city of Alexandria, became a martjnr.

The name of the father of this holy man was ''aristopolus,"

and he came from the country of the five cities (penta-

polis), and his mother's name was mary, and she is mentioned

in the Book of the Acts of the Apostles. Now the name of this

apostle formerly was ''john," even as saith the Book of the

Acts of the Apostles, for [it saith], [fol. 476 i] "The Apostles

were praying in the house of mary, the mother of JOHN, who

is called 'mark the Apostle'" (Acts xii, 12). And this woman
was rich, and she taught her son the Greek, and 'Afrangi

(Latin ?), and Arabic languages. And when he was grown up, he

took BARNABAS with him into the preaching, when he de-

parted with Saint paul; and when he saw tribulation come

upon them, and scourging, and disgrace in the country of

Pcimphylia, he forsook them and returned to Jerusalem.

When the Apostles returned to Jerusalem, and held converse

together concerning the reception of the Gentiles into the

Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, and considered how God had

worked signs and wonders by their hands, he was sorry, and

repented, because he was one of them. And he sought to go

with them, but Saint paul did not wish to take him because

he had forsaken them, but he took barnabas, and Saint

MARK went to Saint peter in the city of Rome, and became

his disciple. And there he wrote for himself his Gospel, and

Saint peter interpreted (or, translated) it, and preached it in

Rome; and after this he walked in the commandments of our

Lord Jesus Christ, and in the commandments of the holy

apostles in the city of Alexandria, and he preached therein the

preaching of the Holy Gospel. And he also preached in the

country of 'afrakya, and berka, and Pentapolis. As he

was coming to the city of Alexandria, the latchet of his sandal

broke off from his foot, and when he reached the gates thereof
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he found a certain sandal-maker there, and the saint gave him

his sandal to repair. As he was [fol. 47 ft 2] sewing the sandal,

the awl pierced his finger, and blood ran down from it, and he

said in the Greek language, ''£staas," which is, being inter-

preted, ''one God" (Eis Theos). And Saint mark said unto

him, ''Dost thou know God?" And he said unto him,

"Certainly not. We utter His Name only, but we do not know

Him." And Samt mark began to talk to him about the

beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, and

how the transgression of our father Adam took place, and of

the coming of the Flood, and how God sent moses, who

brought the children of Israel out of Egypt, and gave them the

Law, and how the children of Israel were carried captives to the

city of Babylon from Jerusalem, and how our Lord Jesus Christ

became man, and how the prophets foretold His coming. And

then the saint spat in the dust, and smeared it on the hands of

the sandal-maker and he was healed straightway. Now the

name of that sandal-maker was " an ian us," and he took

Saint mark to his house and he brought to him his sons and

kinsfolk, and Saint mark the apostle admonished them all,

and taught them, and baptized them with Christian baptism

in the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost.

And when the believers on our Lord Jesus Christ increased,

and the men of the city heard the report of Saint mark, they

gathered together, and wished to kill them. And Saint mark
appointed an Ian us archbishop, and he made his sons priests

and deacons, and he went out to the city of berka and to

Pentapolis and preached in them, and strengthened the people

in the Faith. And he remained with them two years, and he

appointed bishops, [fol. 4763] and priests, and deacons over

them, and then he returned to the city of Alexandria where

the believers had increased in number. And he built a church

in a place which is known as the " Field of Bulls," on the shore

of the sea; and the infidels sought for Saint mark to kill him.

And he visited PentapoHs very frequently, and when he came

back he entered the city of Alexandria secretly. One year he

returned from Pentapolis and came into the church on the

day of the festival of the Resurrection, which took place on the
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nineteenth day of the month of Miyazya, and all the people

were round about him. And the infidels came into the church,

and threw cords round the neck of Saint mark, and dragged him

about through the city, and they said also, ''Let us drag him to

the church (?) in the 'Field of the Bulls.' " And the blood of the

saint was in every street of the city, and the district round

about it, and the ends thereof. When the night came, our

Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto him in the form which He

had when He was with the Apostles, and He gave him [the

kiss of] peace, and strengthened him, and made a covenant

with him, saying, "Behold, thou art the equal of thy brethren

the Apostles"; and his soul rejoiced and was glad. And on the

following day they put cords about his neck, and dragged him

through the villages, and at the end of the day he delivered up

his soul ; and the infidels lighted a large fire arid threw his body

into it. And by the good pleasure of our Lord Jesus Christ

there came darkness, and a cold wind, and the sun hid his

light, [fol. 48 a i] and there were lightnings and thunders and

rain and hail, and the infidels fled before them. And certain

believing men came and took the body of Saint mark, which

was whole and had suffered no injury, and they wrapped it up

for burial in fine cloths, and laid it in a secret place. Salutation

to MARK, whose body was crowned with lightning, and rain,

and hail.

Here endeth what is to be read during the month of Miyazya,

with praise to God, to Whom praise belongeth, for ever and

ever. Amen.
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THE NINTH MONTH—GENB6t
(may 6-june 4)

[fol. 49^1] in the name of the father and the

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

In the blessed month of Genbot the [length of the] day is

fourteen hours, and it continueth to increase.

I. Genbot

On this day took place the birth of our holy Lady, the pure

two-fold Virgin, mary, the God-bearer, through whom came

the salvation of the race of the children of men. Her honoured

father joachim was an old man, and had begotten no child,

and he was very sorrowful of heart because of this, for he was

not able, having no children, to bring in an offering; and his

wife was barren, and there was a law of the priests that barren

women should not bring in an offering. And the righteous

woman hanna, her mother, was very sad, because of their

failure to have children. And God looked upon their thoughts,

and their good manner of life, and He, blessed be His Name

!

was pleased by the operation of His wisdom, that salvation

of men should come through their seed. And whilst joachim

was standing up in the mountain, and praying at the end of the

Fourth Day of the week, the angel of the Lord appeared unto

him, and told him that God would give him seed, through which

the salvation of the whole world should come. And he came

down from the mountain, and being confident, with boldness

of heart, through what he had heard from the angel of the Lord,

he told his wife of the vision which he had seen, and she gave

thanks to God. And she believed that His word was true, and

she vowed a vow to God that she would give the child which

should be bom to God, to serve in His house all the days of his

life. And after this, she conceived and brought forth this holy

and heavenly woman, whose name was maryAm (mary),

which is, being interpreted, "Lady," though there is another

interpretation, "Gift and grace," [fol. 49a 2] and indeed she is

the Lady of all the World, and the Queen of all women, and

through her we have found heavenly grace. Salutation three-

fold to the birth of mary.

Salutation to Bartholomew, the Crown of the Faith, who

restored churches, and built one in the name of mary.

II. Genbot

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died job, the just. This job was just, and

excellent in his days, and God testifieth concerning him in

the Holy Scriptures that there was none [fol. 49a 3] so just as

he in his days. And Satan Diabolus was envious of him, and

asked God to give him power over job, and over all his posses-

sions; and God gave him power over him, for He knew the

patience of job the just. And job became a pattern and an

example for all those who should come after him, even as the

Apostle JAMES saith in his Epistle: ''Behold, ye have heard of

the patience of j OB the just, and ye have seen how God behaved

to this just man (James v, 11); in one day all his possessions,

and his beasts, and his sons, and his daughters were destroyed."

And this was not the only thing, for his own body [suffered],

for Satan the Enemy smote him with a smiting of sickness of

boils, from his head to his foot. And during all this sickness

and severe pain he continued to endure patiently, and to give

thanks to God, and on no day did he complain, and he never

blasphemed his Creator, except only when he cursed the day on

which he was bom. And when all his possessions had been

destroyed, and his beasts, he said, ''God gave and God hath

taken, blessed be the Name of God for ever !
" (Job i, 21). And

he remained in this state of tribulation for thirty years, and he

lay upon a dung-hill, and the rebukes of his friends were heavier

upon him than his sickness, and the rebuke of his wife, who

advised him to blaspheme his Creator; but he neither submitted
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to her advice nor listened to it. And he was tried and refined

as gold is tried and refined in the fire, and God spake unto him

from the cloud, and healed him of his sickness, and He doubled

for him [fol. 49 b i] his possessions. And gave him other children.

And he lived to a good old age, and pleased God, and died in

peace. Salutation to job.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba Theodore,
the disciple of the holy father Abba pachomius, father of the

congregation of the spirit. This holy father was an ascetic,

humble, and gentle, and a fighter, and subservient, and perfect

in every kind of good work. He became a monk with Abba
PACHOMIUS, and he was as submissive to him as to God, and

because of this Abba pachomius loved him exceedingly; and

grace was upon him, and he was a comforter to all the brethren

who were in the Society. Wisdom and understanding were in

him. Abba pachomius set him to rebuke the brethren, and

to teach them when he was still a young man. After the death

of Abba PACHOMIUS, this father theodore, the companion

of Abba PACHOMIUS, was appointed Abbot of the Society in

his stead. This holy man abounded in humility, and he fled

from the vainglory of this world. And he finished his work and

service, and departed to God, Whom he loved, being arrayed

in the apparel of holiness, [fol. 496 2] Salutation to theodore,
the heir of pachomius.

And on this day also twenty-two souls who were with Abba
'esi became martyrs.

HI. Genbot

in the name of the father and the son
and the holy ghost, one god

On this day died Saint jason, the apostle. This holy man
was one of the Seventy-two disciples whom the Lord chose.

He preached with the Apostles, and he suffered the sufferings

of our Lord, and God, and Redeemer Jesus Christ. And he
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performed very many signs and wonders, and power, and grace,

and the Holy Spirit, Paraclete, descended upon him, with the

Apostles, on the day of the feast of Pentecost, and he became a

preacher. He was bom in the city of Tarsus, and he was the

first man of Tarsus who believed. And after this he was with

Saint PAUL, the apostle, in the preaching, and he went with him

into many places. And they seized him, and Saint paul, and

SILAS, in the city of Thessalonica, and they dragged him forth

to the governor of the city of Thessalonica. After this Saint

PAUL laid his hand upon him, and made him [fol. 4963]
Bishop of the city of Tarsus, and he guarded the Church of the

Son of God with good and excellent care. And having made
the people thereof strong in the True Apostolic Faith, and taught

them all the Ordinances of the Church, and good works, he

departed to a city of the West, and preached the Holy Gospel

unto the people thereof. And he came to an island, the name of

which is^'KOREKUfeRAS," and preached therein the preaching

of the Gospel; and he built therein a church in the name of

STEPHEN, the apostle, the archdeacon. When the governor

of that city knew this, he seized him and shut him up in the

prison house, wherein he found six thieves; and he taught

them the True Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, and baptized

them with Christian baptism. And they cried out boldly before

the governor, saying, *'We are Christians," and the governor

cast them into a cauldron filled with [boiling] pitch and tar,

and they received crowns of martjrrdom. After this he brought

Saint J ASON the apostle out of the prison house, and had him
tortured severely, but no harm whatsoever came to him. And
the daughter of the king saw him from the verandah of her

house, and she believed on our Lord Jesus Christ. And sb

brought out her raiment of fine linen, and her adornme'.cs,

and she gave them to the poor and needy, and she confessed

that she was a Christian, and she confessed the God of Saint

JASON. And her father was wroth, and commanded his soldiers

to cast her into the prison house, and they did as he com-

manded them, and they scourged her. Then they stripped her

naked, and shot at her with arrows, and she delivered up her

soul into the hand of God. And after this he sent Saint jason
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[fol. SO a i] to the island, and with him were martyrs. And the

governor embarked in a ship, and there were soldiers with him,

to go and torture them there, but God made the ship to sink

in the river (or, sea), and all those who were with him, and

Saint JASON gave thanks to God; and after his deHverance the

saint continued to preach, and to teach the people for many years.

And another governor was appointed, and he had Saint j ason

and those who were with him brought before him, and he filled

a great cauldron with pitch and wax, and the soldiers lighted

a fire under them, and when they were melted he cast Saint

JASON into the cauldron; and our Lord Jesus Christ delivered

him, and the saint suffered no injury whatsoever. When the

governor saw this, he believed on our Lord Jesus Christ, and

the men of his house, and all the men of the city. And the apostle

baptized them all with Christian baptism and he taught them

the precepts of the Holy Gospel, and built churches for them,

and this apostle performed many signs and wonders in them.

And he died at a good old age, and with shinmg face, and he

pleased God. Salutation to j ason, and to the king's daughter,

and to the thieves who believed through this saint.

And on this day also Abba besoy [fol. 50^2] became a

martyr. This holy man was a native of balg^t, and [the

soldiers] tortured him by twisting round his limbs and body,

and [hacking at them] with choppers. And the angel of the

Lord, holding a crown in his hand, appeared unto him and

said, 'Tear thou not! Here is thy crown with fire"; and thus

the saint finished his good course. Salutation to Abba besoy,

who finished his course by fire.

And on this day also are commemorated the honoured Saint

EUSEBius the priest, and Saint siM (shem ?) the martyr.
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IV. Genb6t

IN the name of the father and the son
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

And on this day died Saint Abba john the First (?), the

twenty-ninth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This holy

man was one of the believing sons of the people of the city of

Alexandria, and he became a monk in his youth in the desert

of SCETE, in the monastery of Saint Abba macarius. When
Abba ATHANASius, the archbishop, who was his predecessor,

died, the bishops, and doctors, and all the people chose this

father, and they took him by force and against his will. Now
this holy man did not wish to become archbishop, [fol. 50 a 3]

and they made many petitions to him that he would not allow

another man to be appointed over his flock, and put them to

shame. And when he saw the bishops, and the doctors, and the

chiefs of the Jews entreating him, he was afraid of them, and

he said, "Peradventure this must be the Will of our Lord Jesus

Christ
"

; and they made him the archbishop. And having taken

his seat upon the throne of mark the evangelist and apostle,

he took thought for his flock, and more especially concerning

the teaching of them, and he read the Scriptures to them, and

strengthened them in the True Faith, and he set over them

bishops, and priests, and doctors. And the emperor who was

reigning in Constantinia in those days was zeno, a just and

believing and God-fearing man, and he helped this saint, and

he stretched out his hand over many cities, and the True

Faith was extended by his hand throughout the country of

Egypt. And in those days the Emperor zeno sent to the desert

of scETE, to the monastery of Saint Abba macarius, ships

full of grain, and wine, and oil, and many goods of all kinds,

and whatsoever monks needed for building churches and

monasteries. And all the days of the life of this father were

[passed] in quietness and peace, for God had given good will

to men through the prayer and learning of this father. And
then God visited this father with a little sickness, and he died

in peace, having sat for eight years, [fol. 506 i] Salutation to

JOHN, a royal kinsman, and builder of churches.

B £ S III 54
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And on this day sosima (or, sAs!mas) and Abba nodA

(sinoda), slaves of victor, became mart5a-s. Salutation to

SOSIMA, and noda (siNdDA).

V. Genbot

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died jeremiah the prophet, the son of hil-

KIAH the priest, who was one of the Great Prophets. This

just man prophesied in the days of jo si ah, the son of am on,

the King of Judah, and jehoiakim, the son of zedekiah.

Concerning this pure man God spake, saying, " I sanctified thee

before thou didst come forth from thy mother's womb, and I

have set thee to be the prophet of the Gentiles, and the rebuker

of the people" (Jeremiah i, 5). And this prophet rebuked the

children of Israel because they forsook the Lord God, and

rejected the Law, and he said unto them, "Take heed and repent

so that the wrath of God may not come upon you." And he

informed them, saying, '*If ye do not turn to God [fol. 506 2]

He will raise up Nebuchadnezzar, King of the Chaldeans,

and he shall lead you into captivity," and even so it came to

pass for NEBUCHADNEZZAR did carry them away captive.

And he prophesied that the people would remain in captivity

for seventy years, and also concerning the coming of our Lord

and Redeemer, and concerning His Passion, and the thirty

pieces of silver which judas iscariot took; and he pro-

phesied concerning the going forth of the Law of the Gospel

from Zion, and many other matters. And the Jews wished to

kill him many times, and they scourged him, and shut him up

in prison on several occasions, but he prayed to God continually

and made petitions to Him on their behalf. And God said con-

cerning them, *Tray not, neither make entreaty on behalf of

this people, and make not intercession with Me for them, for I

will not hearken to thy petition for them." When Nebuchad-

nezzar carried the people away captive to Jerusalem, he did

not take j eremiah with them, and the remnant of the people
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took him with them and departed to the land of Egypt. And

by his prayer God destroyed the wild beasts, and the lions,

which were in the valley of Egypt, and which used to harm the

Egyptians. And having finished the days of his prophecy and

pleased God, he died in peace in the city of Alexandria, and the

Egyptians made a feast in his honour, even as at this day.

Salutation to j ere miah, one of the Great Prophets.

VL Genb6t

[fol. 5063] IN THE name of THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Saint Abba isaac the martyr, who was

from the city of defrA, in the north of Egypt. Unto this holy

man the angel of the Lord appeared, in a vision of the night,

and he woke him up and said unto him, "Go thou to the city of

TU w, that thoumayest receive the crown of martyrdom" ; and he

rose up to salute his father and his mother before he departed.

And they wept over him, and they would not let him go until

the angel of the Lord came a second time and brought him

out from his city and took him to the city of gemwA tuw.

When he arrived there, he found that the governor was in the

bath house, but as soon as he came out the saint cried out

boldly before him, saying, "I am a Christian. I believe on our

Lord Jesus Christ." And the governor commanded one of his

soldiers to take Saint isaac with him to his house, and to

guard him until he came back from the city of nakyos. And

as Saint Abba isaac was passing along the road with the

soldier, a certain blind man, who was sitting by the wayside,

begged him, saying, "Have compassion upon me, O saint of

God, and heal my eyes." And Saint Abba isaac petitioned

God for the blind man, and his eyes were opened immediately.

When the soldier saw this miracle he believed on our Lord

Jesus Christ, and became a Christian. And when the governor

returned, the soldier confessed the Lord Jesus Christ before him,

and received the crown of martyrdom, [fol. 51a i] After this

54-2



856 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

the governor tortured this saint very severely, and he sent him

to the city of behnesA [to suffer] divers tortures. And when

the saint was on the ship he begged that someone might give

him a cup of water, and a certain sailor, who was blind in one

eye, gave him a cup of water; and the saint sprinkled some of

the water over him, and his eye was opened, like its fellow. And
when the men of the city of behnesa saw the tortures which

were inflicted on Saint Abba isaac, and the mighty signs

which he performed, they took him and carried him to the

governor, and said unto him, '* Either kill him, or send him

away; act quickly and immediately.'* And straightway the

governor commanded the soldiers to cut off his head, and they

cut off his head with a sword, and he received the crown of life.

And there were there certain believing men, and they lifted the

body of Saint Abba isaac upon a waggon, and they drew it with

oxen, and brought it to the city of daera (sic). And when they

could not find a boat to carry it over the river, the oxen forded

the river, carrying the body of the saint upon their backs, and

the believers brought it into his house. And they pulled down
the church, and built another church in his name, and they

laid the body therein, and many signs and miracles took place

[there] through it. Salutation to isaac.

[fol. 51a 2] And on this day also died the holy and honoured

father Abba macarius, the Alexandrian priest. This holy

man lived in the days of the honourable Saint Abba macarius
the Great; he was the father of the monastery of scete, and
performed many excellent deeds therein. It is said of him that

a gnat stung him and he killed it, and he repented and re-

proached himself for having killed it. And he went down to

the valley which was in the desert, and he exposed his body
to the gnats, and remained there for six months, when his body
was like unto that of a man suffering from elephantiasis. And
he returned to his cell, and nobody recognized him as Abba
macarius. One day he stood up in prayer for five days and
five nights, with his heart in heaven, until the Satans burned

him. This labour, and this fight, were the greatest of all the

excellent things which he performed. One day he wanted to-
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see the regions which were beyond the range of his vision. And

he went out into the desert, and lived there, and wandered

about for ten days, and he had with him some reeds which he

intended to place [at intervals] on the road, to serve as guide

marks when he returned so that he might not lose his way;

when he drew near the place he sought, he felt weary, and lay

down to rest a little, and Satan plucked the reeds from him as

he slept, and tied them round the head of the saint. When
Abba MACARIUS woke up from his sleep, he looked about for

the reeds and missed them, and straightway he marvelled.

And he heard a voice, saying, *'0 macarius, if thou hast

faith put not [thy] trust in reeds, [fol. 51 « 3] but beUeve that

the same pillar of cloud which guided the children of Israel will

also guide thee." And when the saint had seen the district

round about, he turned back and became thirsty on the road;

and God sent to him a she-buffalo of the desert, and he drank

of her milk until he was wholly satisfied, and returned to his

cell. One day a she-wolf came to him, and seized his garment,

and pulled him along, and he followed her to her den, and she

brought out her young ones to him, and looking at them he

found that their eyes were blind, and he marvelled at the

sagacity of the beast. And he took the cubs in his hand, and

cried out, and spat into their eyes, and made the sign of the

Life-giving Cross over them, and the cubs were healed imme-

diately, and they ran after their mother and sucked her milk,

and they followed her until they went into her den. And after

this the wolf returned to the saint, and brought him a sheep's

skin, and he kept it by him, and slept upon it until the time of

his death. One day he changed his apparel after the manner

of the laity, and he went to the monastery of Saint Abba

PACHOMius, and stood for four days during the Great Fast,

without eating, or drinking, or sitting down, and he cried out

''Hosanna" as he stood. And the monks said unto Abba

PACHOMIUS, "Cast out this man from us, for he is not human."

And Abba pachomius said unto them, ''Have patience with

me until I can ask God to shew me his work"; and when he

had asked God concerning him He told him that he was

MACARIUS the Alexandrian. And straightway Saint Abba

jl
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,

PACHOMius went to him, [fol. 516 i] and with him went all

the monks, and they embraced him and were blessed by him,

and they rejoiced in him with a great joy. And when those

who were magnifying themselves in the monastery of Saint

Abba PACHOMIUS saw the grace of this Saint Abba macar-

lus they became himible; and after this macarius returned

to his cell in the desert of scete. And when rain was withheld,

and no rain fell upon the city of Alexandria, the Archbishop

Abba TIMOTHY sent to him, and asked him to come to him to

the city of Alexandria to pray with him to God to make rain

to fall, and to destroy the locusts. And he rose up and went

with the messengers to the city of Alexandria, and the people

received him with great joy, and he prayed in his heart secretly,

and a great rain fell, and it continued to rain for two days and

for two nights ia such torrents, that men began to think that

the earth would be destroyed by overmuch rain. And Saint

Abba MACARIUS said imto the archbishop, ''Why did ye bring

me hither? " And he answered and said unto him, ''The people

made us bring thee to pray for us to God, that He might bring

down the rain upon us, and that we all might not perish.'' And

straightway he prayed, and the rain ceased, and the sun ap-

peared in the sky by the might of God. And this father per-

formed many great and excellent works, and God made manifest

many signs and wonders by his hands, and he healed many

men in whom there were unclean spirits. And he used to say

[fol. 51 ft 2] when he was performing some good deed, that men

ought to know how to do the good deeds which he did now; the

good deeds which he did were innumerable. When he heard

that any man did some good deed he never slept until he had

done a similar good deed. And having finished his fight, he

died in peace at a good old age ; and he remained eight years

without spitting on the ground for the sake of the honour of

the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. And all the

days of his life were one hundred years. Salutation to macar-

ius the Alexandrian.

And on this day also bandela'an (pantaleon), the

father of Saint Isidore, became a martyr.
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And on this day also died amon the Just, who refused the

office of bishop, saying, "It is better for me to acquire the

practice of the ascetic life." [Wanting in the Bodleian MS.]

And on this day also Saint dilagi (pelagia), and her

four sons, whose naines were sures, and khermAn, and

yAnufa, and santonyA, became martyrs. This holy woman

was strong in the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, [fol. 516 3]

and when arianus the governor of the city of £ns£nA

came, she met him and, pushing her chUdren before her, she

stood up before him, and said unto him, "O arianus, the

governor, I am a Christian, and a believer on my Lord Jesus

Christ, Who created the heavens, and the earth, and the sea,

and ali that therein is." And her children also cried out boldly,

saying, "We are Christians, and followers of the Messiah."

When the governor heard this he was wroth and he cut off their

heads with the sword, and they finished their martyrdom, and

delivered up their souls as missives to our Lord Jesus Christ.

Salutation to dilAgi and her children.

And on this day also died Saint salome, the mistress of

purity and holiness, and the devotee of virginity. This holy

woman came from the city of warab; her parents were God-

fearing folk and they brought her up piously. When she grew

up, a certain man betrothed her to himself, and he brought her

into the state of marriage against her wHl, and he wished to

have union with her, but straightway the power of God pre-

vented him, and it smote him in his flesh, and he was not able

to approach her. And whilst matters were thus she hid herself.

And she departed by night, and was carried away by the power

of God, and she continued to go about visiting all the saints,

and she asked God [fol. 52 a i] day and night, with fasting and

with prayer, to direct her into the right path. And God heard

her petition, and by the Divine Will she came to dabra

LIBAn 6 s, and took the garb of the ascetic life, that is to say

the Law of the angels, through john kamA. And she fought

many fights, which would terrify hearts, and she followed the

life of the fathers with fasting and with prayers, and with every
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kind of praiseworthy gift. At length she was able to work many

miracles, even as it is written in the book describing her fight ;

and then she died on the sixth day of Genbot. Salutation to

SALOME.

And on this day also died the holy father dionysius who

finished his fight by the edge of the chopper, and the Samaritan

woman [pelagia]. Salutation to dionysius, the teacher

of ISAAC.

Salutation to sInodA, the chief of the anchorites.

VII. Genbot

[fol. 52^2] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy and apostolic father, Abba athan-
as i us, the twentieth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria.

This father was the son of heretical and pagan parents, and

whilst he was living with the boys at school who were being

taught he saw the children of the Christians performing the

Ordinances of the Church as they were playing together; and

those boys made some of their number priests, and some deacons,

and one of them they made archbishop. And this father asked

the Christian children to let him join them in the game they

were playing, but they stopped him and said unto him, "Thou

art a pagan, and we can have no intercourse with thee.*' And
he said unto them, " I will become a Christian,'' and they re-

joiced in him and they said unto him, "Thou shalt become a

Christian and archbishop." Then they placed under him a seat

like a throne, and they began to bow down before him. At

that moment father Abba Alexander the archbishop passed

by, and when he saw the children playing together, he said

unto those who were with him, "This boy will assuredly be

appointed to some exalted and honourable position." When
the father of this father died, this father and his mother came

to Abba ALEXANDER, the archbishop, and he baptized them
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with Christian baptism. And this father gave all his goods to

the poor and needy, [fol. 52^3] and he dwelt with Abba

ALEXANDER, who taught him all the doctrine and Law of the

Church, and made him a beloved son to him ; and he appointed

him deacon, and the gracious gift of the Holy Spirit was given

tmto him in a two-fold measure. And when the holy father

Abba ALEXANDER died, [the bishops and priests] appointed

this father athanasius Archbishop of the city of Alexandria.

When CONSTANTINE the righteous emperor died, and his

son CONSTANTINE, who was an Arian, reigned in his stead,

the followers of arius increased, and the emperor drove this

father Abba athanasius from his archiepiscopate, and he

placed there in his stead a certain man whose name was "ger-

GYOS" (GEORGE). And this father lived in exile six years, far

from his throne in the country of the West. And there was in

that place a house of idols, and many men were gathered to-

gether therein, and he went into that house of idols, where

many works of devils were performed. And this saint entreated

our Lord Jesus Christ until he overthrew that house of idols,

and converted all the men of that country, and brought them

into the knowledge of God; and after this God brought him

back to the city of Alexandria, and drove out gergy6s

(GEORGE), the infidel Arian. And this father sat upon his

archiepiscopal throne for six years. And the Arians went to

the emperor, and made false accusations against this father,

and the emperor sent a judge, who seized him and shut him up

in prison, with the Archbishop of Antioch; and God sent His

angel and delivered him from the prison house. After the

emperor died God set in his place [fol. 526 i] his son, who was

orthodox, and he restored this father to his archiepiscopal

throne, and this father sat for twelve years in quietness and in

peace, until Saint kwestos died. And after him julian

the infidel reigned, and he searched for Abba athanasius,

who fled from him into Upper Egypt, and lived near akhmim.

When God destroyed julian, the infidel, the people searched

for Abba athanasius, and when they found him not they

went to the great father Abba Anthony, and he told them

that ATHANASIUS was living in the city of akhmIm; and they

Hit
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went to him, and brought him to his throne with great joy.

And he Hved in his archiepiscopal house in safety and in peace

until he died; and the days of his office were seven and forty

years. And because there had come upon this father labour

and tribulation, and sorrow, and exile, he was called ''Apostolic."

At the time of his death he said, "If I have found grace and

favour with God I will bow down before Him and ask Him
to overthrow the temple of sarabil (serapis)"; and after

the death of this father Abba athanasius, the emperor sent

and pulled down the temple ofsARABiL(sERAPis). Salutation

to ATHANASIUS.

[fol. 526 2] Salutation to JOHN, whose children, like those of

ABRAHAM, were more than the stars of heaven, and the sands

of the sea.

VIIL Genbot

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint Abba john (isaac ?) of the city of

SENHUT became a martyr. The name of the father of this

holy man was macarius, and the name of his mother was

HANNA. As he was shepherding his father's sheep, the angel

of the Lord appeared unto him, and shewed him a crown of

light, and said unto him, "Why art thou sitting down? The
fight is prepared, and the crowns are ready for those who will

fight for the Name of Christ. And now, rise up and go to the

city of ATRiB (athribis), and fight for the Name of our

Lord Jesus Christ " ; then He gave him [the salutation of peace],

and departed from him. And straightway Saint Abba john
(ISAAC ?) rose up, and embraced his father and mother, and

departed to the city ofATRiB (athribis), and he found the

governor was in the bath house, and he confessed before him
our Lord Jesus Christ, and proclaimed openly, " I am a Christian,

and I believe on my Lord and God Jesus Christ, the Son of the

Living God." And the governor handed him over to one of his
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soldiers, and commanded him to entreat him kindly, [thinking]

that perhaps he would change his mind, and be obedient to

him; and then the governor departed to his work. And the

soldier [fol. 526 3] took the saint and carried him to his house,

and the saint performed before him many signs and wonders,

and the soldier believed on our Lord Jesus Christ. When the

governor returned from his work the soldier confessed before

him our Lord Jesus Christ, and received the crown of martyrdom

in the kingdom of the heavens. And the governor commanded

his soldiers to torture Saint john (isaac ?) severely, with

every kind of torture, and God strengthened him, and made

him to endure [them] ; and He sent His angel to heal his wounds

and He raised him up whole and uninjured. And after this

the governor sent him to the city of antinoe, where the

governor tortured him severely, and when he was tired of doing

this he commanded the soldiers to cut off his head; and they

cut off his holy head with the sword, and the saint received the

crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. And

Saint JOHN, who was from the city of akpAhsi, took the

body of Saint john (isaac ?), and swathed it for burial,

and sent it to his city senhut, and all the people went out

to receive it with joy and gladness, and with singing, and

incense, and songs of praise, and music; and they laid it in the

church, and through it many signs and wonders took place.

Salutation to john (isaac ?).

[fol. 53a I] And on this day also were crowned two hundred

and twenty-four men of the Company of john, and lulius

(or, susis), and Matthias (mAtyAn), who dwelt at sihat.

Salutation to the Company of john.

Salutation to dionysius, and to his children, and to his

wife.

And on this day also is commemorated the ascension of

our Lord and God and Redeemer, Jesus Christ, in the Body

which He took from us, into the heavens, wherein is His Good

Father and the Holy Spirit; and this took place after He had
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finished the operation of His wisdom upon earth, by His
Passion, and His Death, and His Resurrection. And when
forty days were ended after His Resurrection, He ascended
into the heavens, seated upon the wings of the Cherubim, and
the Seraphim, and the wings of the winds. And the prophecy of

DAVID was fulfilled, saying, "He mounted upon the Cherubim,
and did fly on the wings of the wind" (Psalm xviii, lo). And
by this ASCENSION those who believed on Him understood
ascension into the heavens, and into the celestial habitation;

for wheresoever the head is, it is meet that the members
should be also. And as the old Adam dwelt first in the inherit-

ance of the earth, and then in the Sheol, so also the second
ADAM dwelt in the inheritance of the kingdom of the heavens,
and sat down at the great right hand in the heights of the
heavens. And our Lord Christ did not make His ascension
to follow His Resurrection immediately, in order that [fol.

53a 2] the heretics might not think and say that the ascen-
sion was an inferior matter; but our Lord, in the operation
of His wisdom, waited forty days after His Resurrection, and
strengthened the faintheartedness of His disciples, and made
their souls to understand His Resurrection. And the prophecy
of DANIEL the prophet concerning the Resurrection of our
Lord was fulfilled, saying, ''I saw as it were the Son of Man
coming upon the cloud of heaven until He drew near the
Ancient of Days, And He gave Him authority, and sover-
eignty, and honour so that every nation, and people, and tongue
should worship Him. And His authority is an everlasting

authority, and His sovereignty unending" (Daniel vii, 13, 14),
to Whom with His Good Father and the Life-giving Holy
Spirit be glory for ever and ever. Amen. Salutation to Thy
ASCENSION to Thy Father, Thou didst return like a warrior
bringing his spoil with him. Salutation with praise, and singing,

and music, to Thy ascension. Salutation to the Protector
of ADAM, Who, as DAVID saith, "Went up with the sound of

the trumpet" (Psalm xlvii, 5).

And on this day also died the holy father Abba dan i el,
abbot of the desert of scete. This holy and just man was pure
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and perfect. And when his fame was noised abroad [fol. 53 a 3]

the lady anastasia came to him wearing the apparel of her

exalted rank, and she became a nun, and lived in a cell nearhim for

eight and twenty years ; and no man knew that she was a woman.
And this holy man saw a certain man whose name was eulo-
Gius, and who worked stones for a Mrat of gold each day;

upon a very small portion of this he lived, and with the re-

mainder he fed the poor and needy, and what food they left

he gave to the dogs. And he never saved anything for the

morrow. And when the holy man saw his good fight, and the

excellence of his deeds, he asked God to give ewlhis {sic)

worldly goods so that he might increase his good works and

charities therewith; and then he became surety for eulogius.
And as eulogius was working stone in the quarry, he found

a deposit of stones of gold, and he took them, and departed to

the city of Constantinia, where he became a great officer of the

emperor; and he forsook the good trade at which he formerly

worked. And when Saint Abba daniel heard about him, he

went to the city of Constantinia, and he saw that eulogius
had become a great officer, and that he rode a horse with great

pride, and that many soldiers surrounded him, and that he had

abandoned his good trade. Then the saint saw a vision wherein

our Lord Jesus Christ was sitting and judging men, and He
commanded [His angels] to hang Saint Abba daniel, and

they demanded from him the soul of eulogius; and he saw

how our Lady mary entreated our Lord Jesus Christ on his

behalf. And straightway the holy man awoke from his sleep,

and he returned to his monastery and entreated [fol. 5361]
God on behalf of eulogius, that He would bring him back

to his former state of poverty. And the angel of the Lord

appeared unto him, and rebuked him for daring [to interfere

with] God concerning His judgement of His creation. And
after this the Emperor constantine died, and another

emperor reigned in his stead; and he rose up against eulo-
gius, and took away all his goods, and wanted to kill him.

And EULOGIUS fled from him in order to save his life, and he

came to his native city, and worked stone in the quarry as

formerly. And Saint Abba daniel came back to him, and
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told him how one had hanged him instead of him in the

vision, and how one had demanded his soul from him. And the

spirit of prophecy was upon this holy man, and God made
manifest many signs and wonders through him. And when
the heretics tried to make him to go forth from the True Faith

he refused, and he seized the roll wherein was [written] the

[imclean] Faith and tore it up; and the officer of the emperor

pimished him very severely. And after this when God willed

to give him rest. He sent to him His angel who informed him
of the time of his departure from this world; and he gathered

together the monks, and commanded them, and strengthened

them, and comforted them, and he died in peace. Salutation

to DANIEL who gave sight to the blind when they washed in

the water wherein he had bathed his feet.

And on this day also Saint [fol. 536 2] maximus, the fighter,

became a martyr.

IX. Genbot

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the pure and holy woman, the Empress
HELENA. This holy woman belonged to the people of the city

of ROHA (edessa); her parents were Christians, and they

brought her up carefully and piously, and they taught her the

learning of books, and the doctrine of the Church. She was
exceedingly beautiful, and the beauty of her soul (or, mind)
exceeded the beauty of her body. In those days konseto
the King of barantya (byzantium ?) came to the city of

r6ha (edessa), and he heard the story of the virtues of this

holy woman, and that she was beautiful in her person, and he
sought her out and married her, and he begot by her the Em-
peror constantine, the first of the Christian emperors. And
she brought him up very carefully and she taught him philo-

sophy and science. When he became emperor, Helena saw
in a dream as if one said imto her, "Go to Jerusalem and lay
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bare the Cross, and the beautiful holy places "; and she told her

son what she had seen. And he sent soldiers with her to Jeru-

salem, and she searched for the wood of the Cross, which giveth

life, until she found it ; and she foimd the two crosses whereon

the two thieves were crucified. And she wished to know which

was the Cross of our Lord Christ, and Saint mark. Bishop of

Jerusalem, told her that it was the Cross [fol. 536 3] over the

head of which was the writing which said, "This is Jesus, the

King of the Jews." And then she wished to see a miracle

[wrought] by it so that her heart might be glad. At that

moment, by the Will of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, she had a

dead man brought, and laid upon those two crosses, but the dead

man did not rise up; then she had the dead man laid upon the

Cross of our Redeemer, and straightway he rose up. And her

faith and her joy were increased thereby. At that same time

she decided to build the holy churches which are mentioned

in the section for the twenty-sixth day of Maskaram, and
then she gave much money to Abba macarius so that

he might build churches, and all the shrines. And she took the

Honourable Cross and the nails, and returned to constantine
her son, and gave them to him, and she rejoiced; and the em-
peror rejoiced with a very great joy, and he embraced the

Honourable Cross and honoured it exceedingly. And he made
for it a case of gold, decorated with pearl-stones, and he took

the nails and worked some of them into his helmet, and some of

them he placed in the bridle of his horse, in order that might

be fulfilled that which was written, saying, " Salvation shall be

in the bridle of the king." And this saint fought a good fight,

and she endowed churches and monasteries largely and provided

means whereby the poor and needy were to be fed and clad;

and all her days were eighty years, and she died in peace, [fol.

54a i] Salutation to Helena.

And on this day also are commemorated baydar, and
SYLVANUS.
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X. Genbot

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day are commemorated the righteous and honour-

able saints, the three children, ananias, azarias, and

MiSAEL. These saints were the sons of jehoiakim, the King

of Judah, and daniel was the son of their sister, and jehoia-

kim and his sons were carried off captives to Babylon. And

the king chose from among his captives young men of the sons

of the children of Israel, of goodly appearance, to feed and

educate, so that he might make them officers in his army, and

among those whom he chose were these just men, and daniel,

the son of their sister. Now these righteous men did not want

to eat alien food, but the food which the children of Israel ate

;

and they asked the chief officer to give them permission not to

eat food made of flesh, but to give them pottage and herbs.

And the chief officer said unto them, *' [If I do] I am afraid that

I shall change the goodly appearance of your persons, and be

destroyed by [fol. 54a 2] the king '*
; and they answered and said

imto him, "Give us a trial, and if our persons remain goodly in

appearance, weU, and if they do not, then do what thou wishest."

And then they lived upon pottage, and their faces shone, and

were exceedingly goodly in appearance, by the grace of God.

And the king loved them very much, and appointed them gov-

ernors over all the land of Babylon. And when the king made

an image of gold, he commanded all men to worship it, and

when the Three Holy Children would not bow down to it,

those who were envious of them laid information against

them before the king. And Nebuchadnezzar had them

brought before him and he questioned them about it, and they

confessed before him, saying, "We will not bow down to the

image of gold which thou hast made." And the king was wroth,

and he commanded his soldiers to cast them into a furnace (or,

oven) which was heated, [and they did so] ; and God sent His

angel who extinguished the fire and made the flame of fire to

be like cool dew at the dawn of day, after the flame had risen

I
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to a height of nine and forty cubits, and had consumed those

who were outside the furnace. And the fire did not injure the
Three Holy Children in the least degree. When the king saw
this he believed on the God of heaven, and he added to their

honour and to the height of their position, and he promoted
them in their ofiices. And when the tenth dav of Genbot
came, and they were praying in their cell, having bowed down
they delivered their souls into the hand of God. And at that

moment there was a great earthquake in the city of Babylon,
and NEBUCHADNEZZAR was afraid, and asked daniel the

prophet about it, saying, "Why hath this great earthquake
taken place?" And daniel made known to the king, saying,

[fol. 54(^:3] '*It is because these Three Holy Children have
died." And one came to the king... and the king sorrowed
for them with a great sorrow, and he commanded [his men]
to make three coffins of the bones of the rhinoceros, and they
swathed the Three Children in silks and in cloths worked with
gold, and they laid the saints [in the cofiins] and did as the

king commanded. And he also commanded [his men] to make
for him a coffin of gold, so that when he died they might place

his body therein, and lay it with the bodies of the saints ; and
even so it was [done]. And in the days of the father Abba
THEOPHILUS, Archbishop of the city of Alexandria, they
built a church in their name, and he wished to make men
bring their bodies to that church, [from Babylon] ; and he sent

Abba JOHN, the Short, to make them bring their bodies.

And when john came into the city of Babylon he saw the

rivers thereof, but there was no one at all in it; and the image
of gold rested there. And the angel of the Lord brought him
to the bodies of the saints, and the body of the king was lying

with them; and he bowed down before the bodies of the saints.

And he prayed and wept, saying, "O my holy fathers, our
father Abba THEOPHiLUSthe archbishop hath built a church
in your names, and he wisheth to bring your bodies into it;

and he hath sent me [to effect this]." And a voice went forth

from their bodies, saying, "God give thee a reward for thy
labour. Say thou to the father of the Faith, Abba theophilus,
that God hath commanded us not to let our bodies be separated

\
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from the body of this king untU the day of Judgement. But

we do not wish that his labour should be wasted. TeU him to

command lamps to be suspended in the church on the night

[fol. 546 I] of the festival of its dedication, and let the servants

put no oil therein; and they shall not light [the wicks], and we

will come into the church and make manifest our power therem."

And when Abba john, the Short, returned to the archbishop,

he told him everything, and what they said to him, and what

they commanded him to do; and the archbishop did as the

Three Holy Children commanded. And on the night of the

tenth day of the month of Genbot, the saints appeared in the

church, and lighted the lamps with fire. And the archbishop

and those who were worthy saw the Three Holy Children

going round about the church, and a very large number of

sick folk were straightway healed of their sicknesses, whatsoever

the sickness of each of them might be, by the Three Holy

Children. Salutation to the three children who on the

night of the dedication of their church in Alexandria lighted

the lamps, which had been hung up therein without any oil

in them.

And on this day also are commemorated thegla the martyr,

and PAULA.

And on this day also died Abraham, the artisan. This saint

was a man from the city of markyas (marcia), and from the

monastery which was called the monastery of the martyr

THEODORE. And the mother of the child gave him to the

teacher [fol. 546 2] so that he might learn the Faith of our

Lord Christ; and God opened the eyes of his heart, and he

learned all the Law of the Church, and began to fast and to

pray. When he was nine years old, he learned the craft of the

stone cutter, and he made stone bases, and water troughs (?),

whereby he made much money; and he gave alms to the poor

and needy. One night when he was praying, he remembered

the end of the world, and of all that is therein, and he wished

to become a martyr for the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

And straightway the angel of the Lord appeared unto him.

II
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md gave him the salutation of "Peace," and he said unto him,

*j'Be strong and fear not, for thou shalt overcome thine enemy
md shalt receive the crown of martyrdom." Then he went to

:he church of Saint Theodore, and received Christian baptism,

land he stood up before the picture of the saint, and he prayed

[for a long time, and committed himself to his care; then he

departed to the governor and confessed that he was a Christian.

And straightway the governor tied his hands behind his back

with heavy pieces of wood attached, and then threw him out

in the sun [to suffer] hunger and thirst. And at midnight our

Lord appeared unto him, and gave him the promise concerning

the man who should call upon his name, or celebrate his com-

memoration. Then the governor commanded his soldiers to cut

off his head, and when they cut off his head, it flew up into the

air above the people assembled there, and cried out three times,

"I am a Christian"; and it went a distance of fifty cubits and

fell into the river. Then they slit open his belly, and filled it

with pitch, and bitumen, and boiling oil, and cast his body into

a red-hot furnace, and it suffered no injury whatsoever. Then

they cut the body into small pieces, and put them into a basket,

and cast them into the river, and by the Will [fol. 54 5 3] of God
his body appeared at the edge of the city of esna, with its

head joined thereto; and certain believing men took it, and

buried it with great honour. Salutation to Abraham.

And on this day also is celebrated the consecration of the

church of Abba misael (michael ?). The parents of this

saint were rich Christians, and as they lacked a son they prayed

to God for one, and they begot this saint; and when he grew up

they taught him the Books of the Church. When his parents

died, the bishop of the city took care of him. When the boy was

twelve years old he remembered the end of the world, and he

went to the monastery of Abba isaac, and asked the abbot to

be allowed to become a monk; and after Abba isaac had tried

him, and seen his hoUness, he made him a monk. And the grace

of the Holy Spirit descended upon him, and he devoted himself

so greatly to fasting and prayer, that the light of his face was

changed, and his body became like dry wood. One day he went

55-2
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into the cell of Abba isaac, and when the abbot saw that hij

face had become like that of a dead man, he wept and said unt(

him, *'How didst thou destroy thyself in this fashion?" An(

the holy Abba misael (michael ?) said unto him, "Weepl
not, O my father, for God hath not forsaken me, and my I

strength is not exhausted by standing up; but this I will tell

thee. I saw in my dream as it were envoys of the emperor
coming to thee from Alexandria, [fol. 55ai] and seeking for

me ; do not prevent them, so that they may not harm thee. And
in the coming year a great famine shall take place, and lay waste

the land; gather together food for thy children." And after a
few [days] men came in the form of soldiers of the emperor,

and they seized Abba isaac whilst seeking for MfsAEL
(MICHAEL ?), and when they knew which was he, they took

him with them, and they left the monks sorrowing. When the

famine came, and the governor [knew] that there was food

in that monastery he wished to attack [the monks therein].

And Abba isaac went out in order to make entreaty to him,

and immediately there came forth from the desert many soldiers

with swords and drove away the governor. And whilst Abba
ISAAC was wondering about these men, Abba misA^l (mi-

chael ?) came to him, and revealed himself to him, and told

him that these men were soldiers of heaven, and that the city

whereto they had taken him was the heavenly Jerusalem. And
then he commanded them to build a church with his moneywhich
was with the bishop ; and they built a church for him in the form
of his cell, and they consecrated it, as it were this day. And Abba
MISAEL (MICHAEL ?) appeared to Abba isaac, and told him
that he would die the following year, and so it happened, even
according to hisword. Salutation toAbba misael (michael ?).

[fol. 55^2] And on this day also three hundred and fifty-

eight people were martyred with Abba nob.

And on this day also died John, the patriarch. Salutation

to JOHN the patriarch, who laboured at dawn, and fought at

even (i.e. performed manual labour by day, and contended
with devils during the night).
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XL Genbot

IN the name of the father and the son

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day theoc lei a, the wife of Saint Justus, became

a martyr. After the governor of the city of Alexandria had

caused them to be separated from each other, even as it is

written in the section for the tenth day of Yakatit, he took

Saint THEOCLEIA to the city of dha (?). And when the

governor of the city of Alexandria had read the letter before

the governor of her city, he marvelled and said, ''Why have

they left their kingdom and chosen death rather than their

kingdom? " And the governor urged her with many words of

persuasion, and promised her great things, but she answered

and said unto him, "I have left my kingdom and I will not

return unto it, I am well pleased at my separation from the

husband of my youth, and I am comforted for my children

by the love of my Lord Jesus Christ, and what couldst thou

give me [in place thereof]? " And the governor commanded his

soldiers to beat her, and they beat her until [fol. 55 a 3] the

skin was stripped off her body, and after this they cast her into

the prison house ; and the angel of the Lord appeared unto her

and healed her wounds. And when the prisoners and the other

people saw her, many of them marvelled, and believed on our

Lord Jesus Christ, and became martyrs. And when the time of

the death of Saint theocleia drew nigh, the angel of the

Lord appeared unto her, and comforted her and promised her

many things. Then the governor commanded the soldiers to

cut off her head with the sword, and they cut off her head with

the sword and she received the crown of martyrdom in the

kingdom of the heavens. And certain believing men came and

gave silver to the soldiers, and they took her holy body, and

swathed it for burial in costly cloths and laid it in a coffin until

the end of the days of the persecution. Salutation to theo-

cleia.

And on this day also is the commemoration of Saint pafn6-

TYOS (PAPHNUTius), the bishop. This father became a monk

f
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m his youth, in the desert of scete. in the monastery of AbbaMACARius, and he fought a great fight and performed manvworks of ascetic virtue. He fasted very often, and never atefood cooked by fire and ate only dried herbs. And he learnedm the desert the knowledge of the Canon, [fol.5561] [and]the Scnptures, and the Law of the Church, and he was appointed
pnest He hved m the desert for five and thirty years, and the
report of him and his righteousness was noised abroad. And

t^ilT^-''''u^''l ^'^^^^^^P °f the city of Alexandria, sentand had him brought to him, and made him a bishop. Whenhe was appointed bishop he never changed his apparel exceptwhen he wished to officiate at the Offering, andThen ke worethe vestments of a priest; and when he had finished the office
of the Offering he put on his sackcloth again. And his spiritual
fightmg and asceticism were so intense, now he followed thecanon of the ascetic life all day long, that his body languishedc^d he prayed to God saying, "O my Lord Jesus'^ChriS, untoWhom praise belongeth, wUt Thou withhold Thy grace from mebecause of my office of bishop?" And the angel of theWcame and said unto him. "Know thou that when thou wast inthe deser thou hadst none near thee to visit thee in the timeof thy sickness, and there was none to minister unto thee and

God Who removed sickness and toU from thy body. And beholdthou art now here m the world, and thou hast near thee thosewho can minister unto thee and visit thee; and thou canstobtam relief from thy sickness, and canst attend to thyself^thou Mashest." And this father sat in his office of bishop fStwo and thirty years, and when the time of his death drew nigh

»nHhTT/ ' P"''^ ^"^ '^' ""^'^ >^^' ^nd the deacons

Sd a 1 ft? °"' '" '^'" '^^ '"^"^ P^P^'^y °f '^' <^hurches:

^T? if^/ ,!
P*'^^^!'°°^' ^"d he said unto them, [fol.5562

Behold know ye that I am departing to God, a^id ye knoj
ZfJ T /^''f '" y^"'" '"•^^t in a manner wWch waT

to stand, wm be witness for me. that I have not taken formy^lf one silver drachma of all the money which came to meto the bishop's office." And they embraced him and wept and
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isked him to bless them, and not to forget to help them; and

|ie blessed them, and said unto them, "God bless you and make

^ou strong in the True Faith until ye draw your last breath";

land thus saying he fell asleep and died in peace. Salutation to

[pafnotyos (paphnutius), the bishop.

And on this day also became a martyr Abba asher, the

teacher of bAli, as he was going down to Jerusalem in the

time of wanag sagad (died a.d. 1540) the king. He wor-

shipped before they cut off his head with the sword, and after-

wards they burnt him in the fire, at the gates of Jerusalem, at

the place where the foot of our Lord stood.

And on this day also died yared, [fol. 55 & 3] the poet and

hymn writer, who was like unto the Seraphim. This man was a

kinsman of Abba gideon a priest of 'aksum, which city

held the first church that was built in the country of Ethiopia,

and in [this church] was first preached the Faith of our Lord

Christ, and it was consecrated {i.e. dedicated) in the name of

our holy Lady, the Virgin mary, the God-bearer. When this

Abba GIDEON began to teach the blessed YAre D the Psalms of

DAVID, he was unable to keep him with him for many days at

a time, and then when he beat him, and made him to suffer

pain, he fled into the desert and took up his abode under a tree.

And he saw aworm (caterpillar ?) which was climbingup the tree,

and when it had climbedup halfway it fell down upon the ground

;

and this it did many times, because of the difiiculty of climbing

the tree. And when Saint yared saw the perseverance (?) of

the worm, he repented in his soul and returned to his teacher

and said unto him, "Forgive me, O father, and dispose of me

as thou wishest." And his teacher, a spiritual man, received

him, and having asked God with tears He opened the thoughts

of YARED 's understanding, and he learned in one day the

Books of the Old and the New Testaments; and then he was

made a deacon. Now in those days there was no singing of

hymns and spiritual songs in a loud voice to well-defined tunes,

but men murmured them in a low voice. And God, wishing to

raise up to Himself a memorial, sent imto him three birds from
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the Garden of 'ed6m, and they held converse with yared ii

the speech of man,^ and they caught him up, and took him t,

the heavenly Jerusalem, and there he learned the songs of tht,
Four and Twenty Priests of heaven. And when he returned tcl
himself, he went into the First Church in 'aksum, at the third
hour [fol. 56a I] of the day, and he cried out with a loud voice,
saying, "Hallelujah to the Father, Hallelujah to the Son'
HaUelujah to the Holy Spirit/' The first Hallelujah he made
the foundation, and caUed it "Zion." In the second Hallelujah
he shewed forth how moses carried out the work of the Taber-
nacle, and this he caUed a "Song of the heights/' And when
they heard the sound of his voice, the king, and the queen, and
the bishop, and the priests, and the king's nobles, ran to the
church, and they spent the day in listening to him. And he
arranged hymns for each season of the year, for summer and
winter, and spring and autumn, and for festivals and Sabbaths
and for the days of the Angels, the Prophets, the Martyrs and
the Righteous, in three modes, that is to sav, the first mode to
be used on ordinary days, the secondmode to be used on fast days
and days of mourning, and the third mode to be used on the
great festivals. And there were not lacking (?) in these three
modes any of the sounds that are made by men, and birds, and
beasts. One day whilst Saint yared was singing by the foot-
stool of King GABRA MASKAL, the king (died A.D. 1344) was
so deeply absorbed [in listening to] his voice, that he drove his
spear into the fiat part of yAred's foot with such force that
much blood spurted out; but Saint yared did not know of it
until he had finished his song. And when the king saw this he
was dismayed, and he drew his spear out of his foot, and said
unto him, "Ask me what ever reward thou wishest for in return
for this thy blood which hath been shed"; and Saint yared
said unto him, "Swear to me that thou wilt not refuse me."
And when the king had sworn Saint yAred said unto him,
''Send me away that I may become a monk." When the king
heard this he was exceedingly sad, and his nobles likewise,
but he was afraid to prevent him because of his oath. And
when Saint yAred had gone into the church, he stood before
the Tabernacle of Zion, and when he had said the prayer from

a
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he beginning, " Holy, and honourable, and glorious, and blessed,

jid praised, and exalted" [fol. 56^2] to the end thereof, he

vas raised above the ground the space of a cubit. Then he

departed to the desert of the south, and he lived there in fasting

and prayer; and he mortified his flesh exceedingly, and finished

his strife there. And God gave him the promise concerning the

man who should invoke his name or celebrate his commemora-

tion ; and he died in peace and the place of his grave in the south

is not known to this day. Salutation to yAred.

And on this day also died the blessed woman onesima (or,

'AR s i M A) . This holy woman became a nun in a house of virgins,

and pretended to be mad, and during the night she afflicted

herself, and tortured her flesh with fasting and prayer. And

when anyone looked at her, she pretended to be asleep; and

the widows hated her and reviled her. And God revealed her

spiritual fight to Abba daniel, and when he arrived in the

mountain of the widows he told the abbess all her virtues, and

she told the widows, one by one, and from that day they

treated her with honour. And, hating vain praise, she fled and

went into the desert secretly, leaving behind her with one of

them a writing wherein she praised them for having treated her

with contumely, and there she died.

And on this day also Saint euphemia became a martyr in

the reign of diocletian. [fol. 56a 3] The name of her mother

was theodoriasiana (?), and she was a God-fearing woman

and a believer on our Lord Jesus Christ. And Satan urged

ANTiOPATUs(?)to compel all the Christians to worship idols,

and he had her, and many other Christians with her, brought

to him, and he said unto her, "Sacrifice to the gods." And

Saint euphemia said unto him, "I will worship my Lord

Jesus Christ only, and I am strong of heart in the Holy Spirit

that I may find the hope of my Father." Then was antiopatus

wroth, and he commanded his soldiers to cast her under the

wheels of a waggon (?), so that it might break her body and each

of her members; and the angel of the Lord came from heaven

and delivered her. And then he commanded them to light a



878 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM
fire [and to feed it] untO its flames rose up to a height of fiMand forty cubits, and to throw her into it. And she stood um the midst of the fire and prayed, and as she prayed she wenl
lorth from the fire uninjured; and then they cast her into th(
pnson house untH the morning. And on the following day thev^
brought her before the Council, and the governor said unto herl
Sacrifice to the gods." And the saint laughed and said unto^

ium, I will not sacrifice to these dumb stones.'' WhenANTio-
PATus heard her, he commanded the soldiers to bring four
stones wherein were set instruments for flaying the saintAnd then he commanded them to cast her into a tank of water
wherein were savage creatures (crocodiles ?), and these creatures
earned her and hfted her above the water, and set her outside
the tank. And then he ordered them to [fol. 566 i] place under
tne dust of the ground sharp stones and swords, and to make

1,. xT ^^^^^^^^s and forwards over them, so that she
might fall down and die, but when she had run over them she
remained uninjured. And then he commanded them to beat
her, and to cast her into a cauldron to boil her, but she suffered
no injury whatsoever. And then they gathered together wild
beasts and bears, and set them at her, but the lions kissed her
feet, though one savage beast in evil nature bit her foot And a
voice came from heaven, saying, "Ascend, O euphemia
and come into the holy place,- and thus she finished her
martyrdom. And her father philophilus (?) and her mother
came, and swathed her body for burial and buried her in a new

fr\!t ll*'''^*''
EUPHEMIA who finished her coursethrough the bite of a wiW beast. Salutation to the companions

Ot EUPHEMIA, SOSTHENES, and YEKETRAS.

mn'^'^
«^ tWs day also became martyrs Saint sophia, themother of Saint Isidore (?), and his sister euphemia.

And on this day also are commemorated Abba bakimosand ABLADEN (ablanius), and JULIUS.
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XII. Genb6t
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[fol. 56b 2] in the name of the father and the
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day God sent michael, the archangel, to habak-

[kuk, the prophet, in the city of Jerusalem, as he was carrying

(a mess of lentils, meaning to take it to the reapers in the fields.

[And Saint michael seized habakkuk by the hair, as he

was carrying the food, and he brought him to the city of

Babylon forthwith, and daniel ate of the food. And Saint

MICHAEL, the glorious angel, delivered daniel from the

lions' den, and he brought back habakkuk to the land of

Judea, and the food with him, and straightway he stood by

the reapers. For this reason the doctors of the Church have

commanded us to make a festival in honour of this glorious

angel Saint michael, the archangel, on the twelfth day of the

month of Genbot. Salutation to Saint michael.

[fol. 56b 3] And on this day died the glorious father JOHN the

Mouth of Gold. This saint was of the men of Antioch, and his

father, whose name was sifandus (secundus?), was one of

the rich men of that city, and the name of his mother was ath a-

nasia(anthusa?). Both parents were exceedingly rich, and

they brought up this holy son carefully and piously, and they

taught him all learning and philosophy. And he went to the city of

Athens and learned all the wisdom of the Athenians in the House

of the Learned, and he excelledmany in hisknowledge andwisdom.

Then he became a monk in his early years, and rejected the de-

lights of this fleeting world. And Saint basil had become a monk

in that monastery before him, and they became close friends,

and performed many works of excellence together. When his

father and his mother died, he did not take any of his property

which they had left him, but he distributed it all among the

poor and needy. Then he devoted himself to the career of the

ascetic, and he fought a great spiritual fight. And there was in

the monastery a certain just man, of restrained nature (?), a

Syrian, whose name was sisiKOS, and he was a perfect monk

and could see visions by the Holy Spirit. One night whilst
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this man was keeping vigD and praying, he saw peter JJOHN the apostles come to john, the Mouth of Gold atbamt PETER gave him keys and Saint john the evangeli,
gave him a Gospel, and they said unto him, " Fear not. Whon
soever thou bindest shall be bound in heaven, and whomsoevt
thou loosest shall be loosed in heaven. We know O thov
second DANIEL, that the Holy Spirit hath taken up its abode
in thee, and we have been sent unto thee by the Great Teacher
our Lord Jesus Christ, [fol. 57« i] I am peter unto whom
hath been given the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and behold
I have given thee the keys of the churches which are in aU the
ends of the world." And the other apostle said unto him "Iam that john who spake in the beginning of my preaching in
the Gospel, and I said, In the beginning was the Word, and thatWord was with God, and God was that Word, and that Word
IS hke a fiery sword against our enemies. And thou also, unto
thee It IS given by God, our Lord Jesus Christ, to know that in
truth thou must bring up the nations in the True Faith " Andwhen that righteous man sisJKos saw this vision, he knew
that Saint john was to be appointed to be a good and faithful
shepherd. And then the grace of God descended upon SaintJOHN and he composed many Discourses and admonitory
Exhortations, and he interpreted the Book of the Church • now
he mterpreted the Book of the Law (Pentateuch) whilst he was
a deacon And as Saint john was praying one night, suddenly
the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in apparel as white as
snow, and when the saint saw him he was afraid, and fell upon
the ground, and was dismayed. And when the angel of the Lordsaw that he was afraid, and had fallen down, he changed his
appearance and his form became that of a man, and he saidunto him. Rise up, and fear not, O my beloved, thou secondDANIEL. And the saint strengthened his heart, and rose upand said unto him "Who art thou, my lord, for thine appear^
ajice temlieth me?" And he said unto him. "I am the angel of

!nH +°'^
'„?v.

^""^ *^^" '^"* ""*° ^^^^ to strengthen thee.

rluil^ ""^^^ " ^' ^"""^y f°^ thee to do. what the Lordmy God hath commanded me. And now, [fol. 57a 2] be ofgood courage, for thy voice shall penetrate to the ends of the

I

\
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orld, and thousands of thousands shall hear thy teaching,

id shall come back to God, and shall be saved; and thou thy-

If shalt become a great and strong pillar in the city of the

ingdom of the heavens. And behold, the Archbishop of the

j.ity of Antioch shall come unto thee, and with him shall come

[ill the priests and deacons of the Church, each in his grade;

^o thou with them and whatsoever he shall command thee that

io, for it is God Who hath commanded thee [to do] this, and

^t is not meet for thee to transgress the commandment of God."

lAnd after this the angel of the Lord appeared unto the archbishop,

'Abba PHILOTHEUS, and commanded him to appoint Saint

JOHN a priest. And on the following day the archbishop came,

and with him were all the priests, and he took this father and

made him a priest against his will. And when the Archbishop

of the city of Constantinia died, the Emperor arcadius sent

and brought Saint john, and appointed him Archbishop of

the city of Constantinia. And he went to his archiepiscopal

office like the Apostles, and he taught the people frequently

the Life-giving Doctrine, and admonished them often, and

expounded to them the Books of the Church [and] the Old and

New Testaments. And he composed many Homilies, and he

rebuked many sinners, and was afraid neither of the emperor

nor of his high officers of state. And the Empress eudoxia,

the wife of arcadius, was a lover of money, and she took a

garden belonging to a certain widow from her by force, to add

to the grounds of the palace. And the widow came to Saint

JOHN and told him how the Empress eudoxia had taken

her garden, and [fol. 57^3] Saint john sent to the Empress

eudoxia, and rebuked her, and entreated her with many

entreaties to give back to the widow her garden; but when

she refused to obey his request, he excommunicated her, and

forbade her to enter the church or to partake of the Holy

Mysteries. And fury entered her soul and she gathered together

the company of the bishops whom john had excommunicated,

and cut off from their sees, because of their evil deeds and sins,

and they wrote letters, and made common cause against Saint

JOHN in order that he might be exiled, and the empress exiled

him to the Island of 'akrAta6. When he arrived there he

,^^
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found that the men of that island were heretics, and that thefey
walked in the way of evil deeds. And Saint j ohn rebuked thenti,
and taught them, and turned them from the path of error anid
brought them into the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ by meanjs
of the signs and miracles which he wrought before theml.
When HONORius, Emperor of Rome, and yonaknidoI-
(sic) (INNOCENT) KONiFANYos, Archbishop of the city oi'
Rome, heard of the exile of Saint john, they sorrowed ex-
ceedingly, and they sent letters to arcadius, scolding him'
And they said unto him, ''Take heed to this wicked act which
thou hast committed. If thou dost not obey us, and dost not \bnng back Saint john from his exile, there shall certainly not \be peace between us and thee from this time forward." When I
ARCADIUS read their letters he was exceedingly sad, and he I

made his wife, the Empress eudoxia, to stand aside. And
he brought Saint john from exile; and when he arrived aU \
the [fol. 575 I] people of the city of Constantinia rejoiced with \
an exceedingly great joy. And after a few days the Empress |eudoxia returned, and exiled him a second time to the Island
of 'AKRATYA, and he died on the Island. And when honorius
the just emperor, and YONAKfeNDiNOS (innocent) the
archbishop, knew that [the empress] had exiled Saint john [a
second time], they were exceedingly sorry, and the archbishop
sent a letter to the Empress eudoxia, and anathematized
her, and banned her from receiving the Holy Mysteries until
she brought back Saint john from exile. Then straightway she
sent [messengers] to the Island of 'atrakya (sic) to bring back
Samt jOHNfrom the Island, and they found that he was dead*
and they took his body and brought it to the city of Constan-
tmia. And they sent messengers to Abba yonakendyos (sic)
(INNOCENT), Archbishop of the city of Rome, and informed
him that Samt john had died on the Island, and how they had
brought his body to the city of Constantinia. And he sent a
second time, and anathematized the Empress eudoxia, and
prohibited her from receiving the Holy Mysteries, and 'from
entenng a church for eight months; but they entreated him
very urgently, and he sent and removed the ban. Nevertheless
God afflicted her with a very serious illness, and she gave much
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money to the physicians, but she was not healed of her disease

until she went to the body of Saint john, and bowed down
before it. And she wept and entreated him to forgive her the

sin which she had committed against him, and Saint Abba
JOHN had compassion upon her, and healed her of her disease.

And God made manifest very many signs and wonders through

the body of this Saint Abba john. And as concerning why
Saint Abba john [fol. 576 2] was called "Mouth of Gold,'' it

is said that he was sitting one day with the Emperor arca-
dius, who had his nobles with him, and the Emperor arca-
dius said unto my father Abba john, "I want to ask thee to

explain to me a passage which hath been in my mind for many
days. It is this: Why doth john the evangelist say in the

Holy Gospel, that Joseph did not know our holy Lady the

Virgin mary, until she had brought forth her first-born Son;
did he know her as men usually know women?" And Saint

JOHN answered him, saying, "It is not thus, O Emperor, but
when our Lord Jesus Christ was in the womb of our holy Lady
the Virgin mary, she used to change her appearance day by
day, and at one time her person used to shine with great light,

and JOSEPH did not know her understanding until she brought
forth our Redeemer Christ. When she had brought forth our

Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ he knew the appearance of

her person." And there was in the emperor's chamber a picture

of our holy Lady, the Virgin mary, the God-bearer, which was
painted in gold, and a voice came forth from it, saying, "Thou
hast well said, O JOHN, thou Tongue of Gold"; and when the

emperor, and his nobles, and the officers of his army heard this,

they marvelled exceedingly and praised God. And thereupon
the emperor gave the command, and one brought a skilled

worker in metals, and he made a tongue of gold for the holy

and honoured john, and he hung it by the [fol. 576 3] picture

of our holy Lady, the Virgin mary, the God-bearer, so that it

might be a sign for everyone to see. And the emperor com-
manded that men should call Saint john "Tongue of Gold,"

^aiid because of this Saint john is called "Tongue of Gold" to

this very day. Salutation to john who preferred exile to

partaking the Offering with an empress who loved violence.

X
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Salutation to the companion of Jesus and His Passion, whose
name was isakos.

And on this day also appeared in mid-heaven, the cross of
LIGHT above Golgotha, in the city of Jerusalem, when the

holy father Abba cyril was appointed Bishop of Jerusalem,

in the days of the kingdom of constantine the Less, the

son of CONSTANTINE the Great. And it appeared at the sixth

hour of the day, and it remained steadily in its position, and
its light outshone the light of the sun, and it continued to be

visible until the ninth hour; and everyone came from every

country to see it. And Abba cyril sent a letter to the Emperor
CONSTANTINE, saying, "Know, O emperor, that in the days
of thy glorious father, constantine the Just, a cross ap-

peared, [fol. 58 a i] which was like unto the stars of heaven,

and in thy days also, O emperor, there hath appeared a cross

of light above cranium (i.e. Golgotha), and the light thereof

outshineth the sun, and it extendeth as far as the holy tomb of

our Lord Jesus Christ, and as far as the Mount of Olives."

And he said [also] in this letter, "Beware, O emperor, of the

Faith of the wicked arius, and trust not, and receive not,

any of those who believe in his wicked Faith." And Saint Abba
CYRIL made a great festival on the day whereon this glorious

cross appeared, and he ordained that the festival should be

kept on this day, and it is meet for us [to keep it]. And he wrote

it in the Exposition of Jerusalem, and similarly all Christian

people everywhere have written it down, and they keep the

festival this day, even as we always keep the festival of the

Honourable Cross. For it is our salvation, and it is [our] armour
against all our enemies, both those which are secret and those

which are visible, provided that we take refuge therein in

True Faith. Salutation I cry with perpetual voice to the cross
which appeared this day above Golgotha.

And on this day also are commemorated the martyrs minAs,
the deacon, and Stephen.

[fol. 58^2] And on this day also died jared, the son of
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MAHALALEEL. After he had lived one hundred and sixty-two

years, he begot Enoch; and his days were nine hundred and
sixty and two years. He died on Friday at the third hour.

And on this day also took place the translation of the body
of the glorious father, and teacher of the world, and head of all

the monks, our father Abba taklahaymanot, the equal of

the angels, and the apostles, and the martyrs; and the cause of

its translation was thus. When the period of time had expired
which God announced to him, saying, "After six and fifty

years they shall translate thy body from thy cave to the
shrine which they shall build for thee," forthwith signs and
wonders took place, and the blind [were made] to see, and the
lame walked. These things happened in the days of Abba
HEZEKIAH, the inheritor of his throne, and the day was the
twelfth of Genbot. Salutation to takla haymanot, for

when a blind woman, who held in her hand a bread-cake of the
festival of his commemoration, touched her eyes therewith, she
was able to see the light.

Xm. Genbot

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father, the ascetic, and fighter,

and wise man arsenius. This saint was of the men of Rome,
[fol. 58a 3] and he belonged to a rich and noble family, and [his

parents] taught him the doctrine of the Church, and they made
him a deacon. And after this he went to the city of Athens, and
he studied and learned philosophy, and astronomy, and all the
paths of the sim, and the moon, and the stars, and their times;
and he became exceedingly learned, and he excelled many of

the philosophers and sages of his day. He was perfect in the
wisdom of the Greeks, and in Christian learning, and in the

practice and teaching of divine excellences. And when theo-
Dosius the Great was reigning over the country of Romya, he
sought for a good and wise man to teach his sons honorius

B £ S III 56
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and ARCADius. And they took this saint to the Emperor
THEODOSius, and he had him brought into his presence, and
he asked him to teach his sons. And then the emperor brought
his two sons honorius and arcadius into his royal abode,
and Saint arsenius taught them, and corrected (or, ad-
monished) them, as was fitting, and since he devoted much
exertion and toil to teaching them, he inflicted on them severe
and painful beatings. When the Emperor theodosius their
father was dead, his son honorius reigned over the city of
Rome, and arcadius reigned over the city of Constantinia.
And God put fear of them into the heart of this saint, because
he used to beat them when he was teaching them, and for
this reason God stirred him up to go forth from the world, and
to become a lighted lamp to lighten all those who wished for
the salvation of their souls. And whilst he was thinking in his
heart what he should do, behold a voice came unto him from
God, saying, "arsenius, arsenius, arsenius, go forth
[fol. sSb i] from this world and thou shalt be saved." When
he heard this voice, he did not tarry, but he rose up forthwith,
and changed his apparel and came to the city of Alexandria.
Thence he departed into the desert of scete, to the monastery
of Saint Abba macarius, and he fought a great fight with
fasting and prayer, and long and frequent vigils, and in addition
to these ascetic virtues he [learned to] keep silence. One day,
when a man questioned him about his keeping silence, he
answered, and said unto him, ''Many times when I have spoken
I have been sorry and repented, but on no day did I ever
repent because I had kept silence." And this saint was humble
and meek, both inwardly and outwardly, and he was always
doing the work of God ; and he never ceased to work with his
hands, and he wept and gave away in alms whatever was left

to him. And he composed many admonitory Discourses which
were profitable to him that wished for the salvation of his soul.
And when he went into the church he hid himself behind a
pillar, so that men might not see him, and this saint worked
many signs and wonders. And God revealed to him signs and
wonders, and on many occasions the contendings of many men.
The appearance of this saint was good, and his limbs were
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strong, and his face was bright and very cheerful, and his

beard was long and reached to the hem of his garment; but by
reason of his weeping and his asceticism his eyelashes were
wanting. This saint was tall in stature, but he became bowed
by reason of his age ; all the days of his life were one hundred
and five years. Of these he passed forty years in the city of

Rome and forty years in the desert of scete of Saint Abba
MACARIUS, and in the monastery of m£sr (cairo) twenty
years, and in the monasteries of the city of [fol. 58 ^> 2] Alex-
andria three years, and he returned to the monastery of m£sr
(CAIRO), and lived there two years. After this he died in peace.

Salutation to arsenius.

XIV. Genbot

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father Abba pachomius, the

father who was the companion of the beings of the Spirit. This
holy man became a monk in his youth with Saint Abba balA-
MON, and he lived in submission to him for many years, and
he performed with great success all the labours of the ascetic

life. After this the angel of the Lord appeared unto him, and
commanded him to gather together to him and to form a
company of monks who would live with him in common, like

the Apostles. And very many men gathered together to him,

and he built for them many monasteries, and he ordered for

each one of them the same course of manual labour, and the

same kind of food. And he drew up for them a set of rules

(Canon) which they were to observe at their times of prayer,

and at their times of eating, and he was the abbot of them all.

And he appointed an abbot, who was to be under his authority,

over each of the monasteries, and he used to go round and visit

all the monasteries from the boundary of £swan (aswan),
and ETFU (edfu), and akmim, and dunas, all over Upper
Egypt, and in the north [he visited] all the communities of

northern monks who were affiliated to his monasteries, [fol.
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58b 3] And this father would never permit any of his sons to

be made priests for the sake of the vainglory of this worid, so

that there might not be any enmity among them, but each

monastery had a priest from outside the community to con-

secrate the Offering, and to administer the Sacrament. When
the apostolic father Abba athanasius went up into Upper
Egypt, he wanted to appoint this holy father priest, but he

fled from the suggestion. And Saint Abba athanasius said

unto his sons, "Say ye to your father, O thou who hast built

thy house upon a rock which will not totter, and hast fled from

vain praise, blessed art thou and blessed are thy sons." And
this saint once wished to see Sheol, and the angel of the Lord

caught him up, and carried him away and shewed him each of

the abodes of the saints, and he shewed him likewise the places

of punishment in Sheol. And this father continued to be abbot

of the community for forty years, and he made them strong,

and laid down rules for them, and a Canon, and he made his

disciple Theodore abbot over them; and after this he died

in peace. Salutation to Abba pachomius and to each of his

sons.

And on this day also became a martyr symmachus, of the

city of FARM A, in the days of bulamis, governor of MfeSR

(cAiRo). This holy man was a weaver of linen apparel, and
costly, fine linen napkins, and [fol. 59 a i] he had [two] friends,

THEODORE and KiKOS. And when he heard that bulamis,
the governor, had arrived, and that he was punishing the

Christians, this holy man began to teach his companions, and
to admonish them to abandon the glory of this fleeting world.

Then he embraced them and went out to the town of bakruz,
which was near the town of demera, and he came to the

governor and found him torturing a woman, whom they cast

into a fiery furnace and she became a martyr; and after

this the fiery furnace became like cool dew. And this holy

man was looking on at this, and afterward, he drew nigh unto
the governor, and confessed our Lord and Redeemer Jesus

Christ, and the governor tortured him severely. Now at that

time he was sixteen years of age. Next, the governor hung him
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up, and he threw him on the wheel, and he crushed his feet,

and blood dripped from his body in great quantity; and some

of the blood splashed on the eyes of a certain blind maiden,

and she was able to see forthwith. Then the governor hung him

upon a tree, and the saint prayed many prayers to our Lord

Jesus Christ, and made supplication to Him. And the governor

commanded them to cut off the head of the saint, and the

headsman drew his sword, and wanted to cut off his head with

his sword, but his strength failed him, and he was unable to

cut off the saint's head. And the same thing happened when a

second headsman tried, and a third headsman also, even to the

tenth headsman, for the strength of all the ten failed them, and

they fell down on the ground. And after this they tied a rope

round the neck of Saint Abba symmachus, the martyr, and

they dragged him up to the top of a high mountain, and he

delivered up his soul into the hand of God, and he received the

incorruptible crown of martyrdom [fol. 59 « 2] in the kingdom

of the heavens. And there was among the four soldiers one who

was deaf and dumb, and as soon as he saw the body of the saint,

he heard with his ears and his tongue spake. And believing

men came from the city of £dku, and they took away the

body of Saint Abba symmachus, and many signs and wonders

took place through it, and great healings. And the governor

BiLAMis (sic) was afraid and fled. And men gathered together

from the double town demertayn, and consoled the kinsfolk

of Saint Abba symmachus the martyr. And when the pagans

of the city saw the signs and wonders which were revealed

through him, they believed and were baptized with Christian

baptism, and became martyrs; and they were in number

sixteen himdred and fifty men and women and children. And
the kinsfolk of the saint came and carried away his body to the

city BARMUN with great honour, and the governor of the city

of BARMUN swathed it for burial in costly cloths at his own

expense; and they built a beautiful church for the saint and

laid the body of Abba symmachus in it. Salutation to

SYMMACHUS, and salutation to the great company of men and

women who were martyred with him.

n
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XV. Genbot

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day became a martyr Saint simon zelotes, the
apostle; now he it was who was called ''nathaniel/' This
saint was from Cana of Galilee, and he was learned in the Law
of the Torah, and in the Books of the Prophets, [fol. 59 « 3] and
he had in him zeal and was therefore called ''zelotes,'' and
he was just and pure in the Faith, and he accepted the person
of no man. And it was because of this that when phi lip said
unto him, "Behold, we have found our Lord Christ, concerning
Whom MOSES the prophet wrote, Jesus, the son of Joseph,
from Nazareth,'' he would not agree with him, but said unto
him, "Can any good thing come out of Nazareth? " And philip
said unto him, "Come and see," and when he came, our Lord
said unto him, "This is an Israelite in whose heart there is no
deceit." But simon did not incline to praise, and he demanded
from Him a reason for His praise, and he said unto our Lord,
"Where didst Thou know me?" And our Lord answered and
said unto him, "Before philip called thee, when thou wast
under the fig tree I saw thee." And simon knew that in truth
our Lord knew the things which were hidden, and he said unto
Hun, "My Lord and my God." And simon did not set himself
in opposition to Christ, like the chiefs of the Jews, who although
they saw and heard what was great and stupendous, did not
obey and submit to the righteous man. Now it is said concerning
this saint, that when he was a young man he had a quarrel
with another young man, a Gentile, in the desert, and that
SIMON smote him a blow, and killed him straightway, and that
he buried him under a fig tree which he had in his house, and
no one knew about it except our Saviour. And it is also said
concerning hun that at the time of the slaughter of the babes
[by HEROD], his mother hid him in the market (or, bazar), and
hung him up in a tree which was in her house, and that she used
to take him down and give him suck, and then hang him up
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again; and she continued to do this until the persecution of

HEROD died down. And she told him nothing whatsoever

about this until he was fully grown up, and he never told any

man what had happened unto him ; and when [our Redeemer]

revealed unto him [fol. 59 & i] the salvation which came to him

by a miracle, simon knew that He was the Son of God in

truth, and that He knew hidden things and was informed about

everything. And straightway he bowed before our Redeemer,

and was obedient unto Him, and followed him from that day,

and became one of the Twelve Apostles. And having received

the gift of the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, he talked the languages

of all countries, and he knew divine mysteries. And he came to

the town of kuerja, and to the country of el-bejah, where

he entered into the darkness of the infidels, and lighted a portion

thereof. And he converted many of the wise men and fools,

and lighted them with the light of Christian baptism, and he

made those who had been aforetime like ravening wolves to

become like sheep. And he went to the city of the infidels, and

to many [other] cities, and he went into the Island of bar-

ANTYA, and preached therein. And the infidels seized him in

every place, and they entreated him evilly, and tortured him

severely with divers kinds of tortures. And God added to his

power and strength when being tortured, and God performed

great signs and wonders, and [as examples] of them he raised

the dead, and [healed] those whose bones were decayed and

dried up; and they asked him to baptize them with Christian

baptism, and he baptized them. And he lived for many years

after this, and he healed a leper at the time when he baptized

him with Christian baptism. And after this the infidels seized

him, and hung him up on a tree, and he received the perfect

and glorious crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens.

Salutation to Nathaniel.

[fol. 5962] And on this day also four hundred {sic) people

became martyrs in the city of denderah, in Upper Egypt.

Towards the end of his reign diocletian tortured them with

divers severe tortures, and then they became martyrs through

having their heads cut off.

i.
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And on this day also are commemorated mi

n

As, the deacon,
and anchorite, and Abba hor, and baklawayA (?) (or!

kalanteyA) the martyrs, and KAxiNOS, and his wife, of the
company of Isidore (?). Salutation to the four hmidred
soldiers who became martyrs in the city ofBANDARA (sic).

Salutation to n£wAya kr£st6s.

XVI. Genb6t

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died jesus sirAk, the son of sirAk, the son of
[fol. 59^>3] ELEAZAR of Jerusalem, who poured forth wisdom
from his heart. He saith in the beginning of his prophecy,
"The sands of the sea, and the drops of the rain, and the days
of the world, who can number them? The height of heaven,
the breadth of the earth, and the depth of the abyss, and of
wisdom, who can estimate them?'* He speaketh concerning the
unity of our Lord Christ with His Father. "The understanding
of Wisdom is before the creation of the world. The root of
wisdom unto whom hath it been revealed? And who hath
known her counsel? Wisdom is one, and the awe of her is ex-
ceedingly great, and she sitteth upon the throne of God." And
again Wisdom saith, "I went forth from the mouth of the Most
High, and like a mist I covered the earth. I have my abode in
the heavens, and my seat is above the pillar of cloud. I go
round about by myself to the ends of the heavens, and I walk
through the depth of the abyss, and even above the waters of
the sea seeking for rest.'* And again he saith concerning the
coming down of our Lord Christ, "The Lord said unto me, to
JACOB, 'dwell,' and to Israel, 'inherit.''' He saith concerning
the death of our Lord Christ, and concerning the destruction
of the^ Jews who rejoiced in the destruction of the righteous
man, "They shall be snared with nets, and they shall be melted
without death coming to them." And he saith concerning
repentance, and the return to sin, " What profiteth the man who
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toucheth [foulness] after he hath washed? " And he saith con-

cerning the building of the Church and the new nation, "Have

mercy, O Lord, upon the people who are called by Thy Name,

and make Thyself to be like unto a blessing to Israel, and have

mercy upon the city of Thy holiness, and upon Jerusalem, the

city which is known to Thee, and fill Zion with the blessing of

Thy voice." He saith concerning those who appoint the six

steps [fol. 60a i] [the text of this passage is corrupt], ''Pray to

Christ, to the Most High, that He may make straight thy path

in righteousness." He saith concerning the righteous, " Hearken

ye children of the righteous, and put forth leaves, and as the

flower blossometh under the dew of the desert, so do ye

blossom, and like the odour of frankincense, even so let your

odour be sweet." He speaketh reminding us of the work of

God, the holy and mighty One in heaven, and of the appearance

of the heavens and the glory thereof, saying, " He maketh the

sun to rise and maketh visible the light, and in the noon-day

he drieth up the sea. Who can stand against His flame which is

like imto that of a blazing furnace that belcheth flame, and the

height of the sun's power burneth up the mountains. A flame

of fire breatheth forth from Him. And the moon is a sign to the

country. By it days are divided, it is a mark whereby festivals

are known (or, determined)." And concerning the stars he

saith, ''They are the ornaments of heaven, and the glory of the

stars iUumineth the earth. They are in the midst of God's

heaven, and they travel on their appointed ways by the voice

of His Holiness, they go not astray and they never depart from

their proper stations." And concerning the rainbow he saith,

" I have seen His bow, and have blessed its Creator ; its splendour

is beautiful, and His hand hath given it its circular form." And
concerning the snow and the lightning he saith, "By His

command the snow falleth, the lightning hasteneth at His

voice, and it flieth through the clouds like the birds. By His

command the east wind bloweth, and the voice of His thxmder

terrifieth the earth, and the storm of the west wind bendeth souls,

and the snow which covereth up the heavens, as with a garment

of iron, is broken up into particles, which are like imto sharp

splinters of crystal." And concerning the rain he saith, "When

\\
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the rain descendeth the dust rejoiceth, and by the voice of His
[fol. 60a 2] counsel He drieth up the abyss." And he praiseth

the Fathers, [mentioning] their various gifts: Enoch how he
pleased God, noah how he found righteousness, Abraham
the believer, and ISAAC, how he was given unto him as a
blessing which should benefit all the children of men, and
JACOB, how his blessing appeared, and how he begot twelve

nations, and how they were loved by God and man; and moses,
of blessed memory, the glory of the saints; the similitude of

AARON his brother, how he established the everlasting Laws
and how he made everyone to boast himself in the apparel of

holiness and the. . .of gold; and phinehas, the son of elea-
ZAR in his three-fold honour; and joshua, the son of nun,
who made the people of Israel to inherit their land, and to be
glorious when he lifted up his hand; and samuel, how greatly

beloved he was of God; and nathan, how he prophesied in

the days of david; and he praises david, how he slew the

giant in his youth; and his son Solomon, how he reigned in

the days of peace and lived in a wide space; and he praises

ELIJAH, how he raised the dead, and brought down fire from
heaven, and how he went up to heaven in a flame of fire, with
horses of fire; and elisha, how the enemy did not terrify

him in his days, and how he raised up two dead people, one
during his life and one after his death; and hezekiah, how
he fortified his city, and how he slew the armies of Persia, and
how he made those who mourned for Zion to rejoice, and
removed all uncleanness and sin; and jeremiah, how he was
holy from his mother's womb; and ezekiel, how he saw the

glory of God; and zerubabel, how he was a sign on [fol.

60 « 3] the arm; and the Twelve Prophets, how he made their

bones to germinate in their places; and YOSE'AandNEHEMiAH,
how they honoured and raised up the fallen walls; and Joseph,
how there was no man bom who was like unto him; and shem
and SETH, how they were honoured by the children of men;
and ADAM, how he reigned over all creation; and simon, the
son of the priest, how he built the Temple in his day, and how
he was praised on the return of the people. And he said in

sealing (i.e. finishing) his book, ''Bless ye the God of All, Who
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doeth great things everywhere, and Who maketh long our days

from the womb.*' And thus saying, he died. Salutation to

sirAk, the son of eleazar of Jerusalem.

And on this day also is commemorated Saint john the

evangelist, and his preaching in the country of Asia and to the

Ephesians, and in all the cities which are round about it, and

his escape from the affliction of drowning in the sea, and from

the evil men who worshipped idols. And he turned all the

people from their infidelity, and brought them to the knowledge

of God, and he delivered them from the error of Satan by his

teaching and by the signs which God wrought by his hands.

When he was old he wrote to them the Gospel of his preaching,

and the Holy Spirit moved him until he wrote down what the

three [other] evangelists had left out, for reasons which they

knew. And he spake concerning the Being [fol. Gob i] of the

Son, and His Incarnation, and His miracles which, as he saith

in the Gospel, were innumerable. And then he went up into

heaven and saw the hosts of heaven, and the ordering thereof,

and he heard their praising [of God]. And this saint wrote a

book which he called ''Abukalamsis" (i.e. the Apocalypse).

Now the Egyptians have ordained this festival in commemora-
tion of his preaching, and as with his preaching, so there took

place on this day the consecration of the church in the city of

Alexandria. Salutation to the translation of thy body to the

city of Alexandria. Thou didst enter thy grave, O JOHN, but

didst hide thyself and disappear through the might of marvellous

power, and only thine apparel was left [in it] as a memorial.

Salutation to JOHN, who became a pilgrim for righteousness'

sake, and did live with the poor in the outer courts of the houses.

On this day also are commemorated the bishops who were

martyred, and Yemen who was the son of Joseph. [Omitted

in the Bodleian MS.]

u



896 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

XVII. Genbot

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

[fol. 6062] On this day died the great Saint epiphanius.

Bishop of Cyprus. This holy man came from a village which

was near bethgabriel, and his parents were Jews, and they

walked in the Law of moses; now they were poor, for the father

of this saint was a slave, but they were righteous. And the

father of this saint died and left him and one daughter, and

their mother brought them up in the Law of moses. And his

father left him a donkey, which was a very poor animal, and his

mother advised Saint epiphanius to sell this donkey, and

with the price thereof to obtain some rest and relief in his

wretched life. And as the saint was journeying along with the

donkey, he met a certain man who was a Christian, and a just

man, and whose name was philotheus; and he stopped and

talked with epiphanius and wanted to buy that donkey

from him. And at that moment the donkey kicked epiphanius
in his stomach, and he fell down on the ground, and was very

near death, but Saint philotheus made the sign of the

Cross over the stomach of Saint epiphanius, saying, *'In

the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost,"

and Saint epiphanius was cured of his pain forthwith, and

he rose up as if he had never suffered any pain whatsoever.

And then Saint philotheus cried out over that donkey,

saying, "In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ Who was

crucified thou shalt die"; and the donkey fell down and died

forthwith. And when Saint epiphanius saw these two

miracles, he said unto Saint philotheus, [fol. 6063] ''Who

was this Jesus Who was crucified, and in Whose Name thou

didst perform this miracle? " And philotheus answered and

said unto him, ''This Jesus was the Son of God, Whom the

Jews crucified in Jerusalem"; and this word remained in the

heart of Saint epiphanius. And in those days there was a

certain rich Jew who took Saint epiphanius into his house,

and brought him up and taught him the Law of moses. And
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when death drew nigh to that Jew, he had no heirs, and he

made Saint epiphanius heir of all his possessions, and he

learned all the Jewish doctrine and the Law of moses. And
one day he met a certain righteous and learned monk, whose
name was lucianus, and he was a teacher, and the grace of

God was upon him, and he walked with him on the road. And
as they were journeying together on the road, a certain poor

man met them and he asked the monk to give him alms, and
as the monk had no money with him to give him, he took off the

hair cloak which he was wearing and gave it to him. And when
the poor man took it Saint epiphanius saw that white

apparel came down from heaven upon the monk; and he

marvelled at this and he bowed down at the feet of the monk,
and he asked him, saying, "Who art thou? What is thy

Faith?" And the monk made known to him that he was a
Christian; and Saint epiphanius asked him to make him a

Christian. And the monk took epiphanius and brought

him to the bishop, who baptized him with Christian baptism,

and taught him the Law of the Christian Faith. And Saint

EPIPHANIUS said unto him, "I wish to become a monk," and
the bishop said unto him, "Thou hast many goods and posses-

sions; it is not necessary for thee to become a monk." And
Saint EPIPHANIUS went [fol. 61a i] and brought his sister, and
the bishop baptized her with Christian baptism. And he gave

of his possessions to the poor and the needy, and to the widows
and the orphans, and to the churches, and he purchased very

many books. Then he became a monk, and his sister became a

nun, in the monastery of that monk whose name was jULius,
and who was the cause of his being baptized ; now at that time he

was in his days sixteen years old. And he found in that monas-
tery Saint HiLARiON the Great, who although young in days
was an old man in the spiritual fight, and he received Saint

EPIPHANIUS, and taught him the path of the ascetic Hfe, and
the doctrine of Christian Law. And the grace of God dwelt

upon him, and hilarion made him strong in all the Law of

the Church, and in the path of the ascetic life in a few days, and
then Saint epiphanius became perfect in the spiritual fight.

And he performed great miracles, and raised the dead, and cast
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out Satans from men, and he made fountains of water to

appear in dry places where there was no water, and on many
occasions he made rain to fall ; and the report of him and of his

virtues, and of his knowledge, was noised abroad. And many
men from among the Jews came to him, to dispute with him,

and he shewed them their error, and they believed through him,

and he baptized them with Christian baptism; and he likewise

converted very many of the philosophers and the Greeks, and
brought them into the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. And
Saint HI LA Ri ON, his teacher, prophesied concerning him and

said that he would be made bishop of the city of Cyprus, and

he commanded him to go to the city of Cyprus, and to dwell

there in a certain place wherein he ordered him to abide. And
he said unto him, "They will seek thee to make thee bishop,

[fol. 61a 2] for it is the Will of God.*' And Saint epiphanius
departed to Cj^rus, and he dwelt in the place wherein his

teacher hilarion had ordered him to dwell. Now at the time

when the Bishop of Cyprus died. Saint epiphanius came into

the city to buy food, ar l he had two monks with him. And there

was in that city an aged bishop, a righteous man, and our Lord

Jesus Christ spake unto him, saying, "Go to the market and
thou shalt meet a monk with two bunches of grapes in his hand
which he is going to buy, and his name is * epiphanius';
make him Bishop of Cyprus, for he is suitable for this office.''

And the aged bishop rose and went to the market, and he found

Saint epiphanius, and there were two bunches of grapes in

his hand, and there were two monks with him, and he asked

him his name, and he answered and said unto him, *'My name
is epiphanius." And the aged bishop said unto him, "Cast

these grapes from thy hands." And Saint epiphanius knew
that the prophecy of Abba hilarion his teacher was fulfilled,

and he cast the grapes down, and he went with him to the

church. And the bishop made him a deacon, and three days

later he made him a priest, and on the seventh day he made
him a bishop. After this that aged bishop wished to gladden

the heart of Bishop epiphanius, and he told the people and

made them to understand concerning the vision which he had
seen concerning him, and they rejoiced in him with great joy.
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And this Saint epiphanius followed a right course of action

in his diocese, which was well-pleasing to God, and he wrote

many Discourses (or, HomiUes) [fol. 61 a 3] and many books

wherein will be found profitable doctrine. When he heard of a

man in whom there was no mercy, he used to rebuke him and

teach him frequently until he changed his nature and became

merciful. And when this Saint epiphanius heard that Abba

JOHN, Bishop of the city of Jerusalem, was a man without pity,

he made an excuse, and borrowed from him the gold and silver

vessels which he used at his table and out of which he ate, and

Abba JOHN gave them to him, and Saint epiphanius sold

them, and gave [the price of] them to the poor and needy. And

when Abba john asked him for them and he would not give

back any of them, he seized Saint epiphanius by the hem

of his garment, in the Church of the Sepulchre of our Lord Jesus

Christ. And Saint epiphanius prayed to God, and He made

bhnd the eyes of Abba JOHN forthwith. And his eyes being

blind, Abba JOHN begged and prayed him with tears to teach

him, and to open his eyes, and Saint epiphanius prayed and

entreated God on his behalf, and God opened one of them.

And then epiphanius told Abba john how he had sold the

vessels of his table, and how he had given [the price of] them to

the poor. And the Empress eudoxia having sent a message

to Saint epiphanius to come to her, and to help her to break

and to drive out Saint john, the Mouth of Gold, he went to

the city of Constantinia wishing to make peace between them;

but the empress would not listen to him, and she would not

submit to Saint epiphanius in respect of Saint john, the

Mouth of Gold. And the empress answered and said unto Saint

epiphanius, [fol. 616 i] ''If I cannot cast down john, the

Mouth of Gold, from his office, I will open the houses of idols

and shut the churches"; and Saint epiphanius went forth

from her presence sad and sorrowful, and wondering what he

should do. And the servants of the empress made it known in

the city of Constantinia, saying, "Behold, epiphanius hath

deposed john, the Mouth of Gold." When Saint john heard

this report he sent a letter unto Saint epiphanius, saying,

"Why hast thou done this unjust thing against me; know thou
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out Satans from men, and he made fountains of water to
appear in dry places where there was no water, and on many
occasions he made rain to fall ; and the report of him and of his
virtues, and of his knowledge, was noised abroad. And many
men from among the Jews came to him, to dispute with him,
and he shewed them their error, and they believed through him,'
and he baptized them with Christian baptism; and he likewise
converted very many of the philosophers and the Greeks, and
brought them into the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ.

'

And
Saint HiLARiON, his teacher, prophesied concerning him and
said that he would be made bishop of the city of Cyprus, and
he commanded him to go to the city of Cyprus, and to dwell
there in a certain place wherein he ordered him to abide. And
he said unto him, "They will seek thee to make thee bishop,
[fol. 61a 2] for it is the Will of God.'' And Saint epiphanius
departed to Cyprus, and he dwelt in the place wherein his
teacher hilarion had ordered him to dwell. Now at the time
when the Bishop of Cyprus died, Saint epiphanius came into
the city to buy food, a. -^ he had two monks with him. And there
was in that city an aged bishop, a righteous man, and our Lord
Jesus Christ spake unto him, saying, "Go to the market and
thou shalt meet a monk with two bunches of grapes in his hand
which he is going to buy, and his name is 'epiphanius';
make him Bishop of Cyprus, for he is suitable for this office.''

And the aged bishop rose and went to the market, and he found
Saint EPIPHANIUS, and there were two bunches of grapes in
his hand, and there were two monks with him, and he asked
him his name, and he answered and said unto him, "My name
is EPIPHANIUS." And the aged bishop said unto' him, "Cast
these grapes from thy hands." And Saint epiphanius knew
that the prophecy of Abba hilarion his teacher was fulfilled,
and he cast the grapes down, and he went with him to the
church. And the bishop made him a deacon, and three days
later he made him a priest, and on the seventh day he made
him a bishop. After this that aged bishop wished to gladden
the heart of Bishop epiphanius, and he told the people and
made them to understand concerning the vision which he had
seen concerning him, and they rejoiced in him with great joy.

1
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And this Saint epiphanius followed a right course of action

in his diocese, which was well-pleasing to God, and he wrote
many Discourses (or. Homilies) [fol. 61^3] and many books
wherein will be found profitable doctrine. When he heard of a
man in whom there was no mercy, he used to rebuke him and
teach him frequently until he changed his nature and became
merciful. And when this Saint epiphanius heard that Abba
JOHN, Bishop of the city of Jerusalem, was a man without pity,

he made an excuse, and borrowed from him the gold and silver

vessels which he used at his table and out of which he ate, and
Abba JOHN gave them to him, and Saint epiphanius sold

them, and gave [the price of] them to the poor and needy. And
when Abba john asked him for them and he would not give

back any of them, he seized Saint epiphanius by the hem
of his garment, in the Church of the Sepulchre of our Lord Jesus
Christ. And Saint epiphanius prayed to God, and He made
blind the eyes of Abba john forthwith. And his eyes being
blind, Abba john begged and prayed him with tears to teach
him, and to open his eyes, and Saint epiphanius prayed and
entreated God on his behalf, and God opened one of them.
And then epiphanius told Abba john how he had sold the
vessels of his table, and how he had given [the price of] them to

the poor. And the Empress eudoxia having sent a message
to Saint epiphanius to come to her, and to help her to break
and to drive out Saint john, the Mouth of Gold, he went to
the city of Constantinia wishing to make peace between them;
but the empress would not listen to him, and she would not
submit to Saint epiphanius in respect of Saint john, the
Mouth of Gold, And the empress answered and said unto Saint
EPIPHANIUS, [fol. 616 I] "If I cannot cast down john, the
Mouth of Gold, from his office, I will open the houses of idols

and shut the churches"; and Saint epiphanius went forth
from her presence sad and sorrowful, and wondering what he
should do. And the servants of the empress made it known in

the city of Constantinia, saying, "Behold, epiphanius hath
deposed john, the Mouth of Gold." When Saint john heard
this report he sent a letter unto Saint epiphanius, saying,
"Why hast thou done this unjust thing against me; know thou
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that thou shalt never reach the throne of thy diocese?" And
Saint EPiPHANius sent a reply to his letter, saying, "I have

written nothing concerning thee, and I am not in agreement

with the empress against thee, and as for thyself thou shalt [not]

return from exile." After this Saint epiphanius wanted to

return to the throne of his diocese, and he went forth from the

city of Constantinia to depart to the city of Cyprus, and God
willed to make him to die on the ship before he reached the

throne of his diocese, even as God had revealed to John, the

Mouth of Gold; and JOHN, the Mouth of Gold, also died on his

journey, even as He had made epiphanius to see. And the

saint knew the time of his death, and he rose up and prayed,

and he gave his disciples commands and informed them that

they should become bishops, and after that he embraced them,

and he lay down and died in peace. Salutation to [fol. 6i6 2]

epiphanius. Salutation to Abba lucianus. Bishop of

degn6.

XVIII. Genb6t

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day the holy spirit descended upon the Apostles,

fifty days after the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ into

heaven, even as He promised them, saying, *'I will send unto

you another Paraclete, Who shall come from the Father. Wait
ye and remain in Jerusalem until ye receive the promise of the

Father.'' And again He said unto them, "When the Spirit of

righteousness cometh. He will guide you in all righteousness."

And Saint peter, who was chief with our Lord Christ, said

unto them, "The Lord hath promised to send unto us the

Paraclete, Who is the Holy Spirit, and He will make us to

understand what it is meet for us to hear and to do.*' And
behold, they heard the sound of a storm wind, and they smelled

a sweet smell, the like of which they knew not in all the world,

and there appeared among them, as it were, tongues of fire,

which came down upon each one of them, and each began to
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speak with a new tongue; and tfiey fasted for forty days and

gave thanks unto Him. And it is also said in the Acts of the

Apostles, that when the days of Pentecost were ended, and

whilst they were [fol. 61 b 3] all together in one place, suddenly

there came from heaven the sound of the Holy Spirit, and it

filled the chamber wherein they were gathered together; and
there appeared as it were tongues of fire, and [one tongue]

rested on each of them. And they were filled with the spirit of

power, and they all began to speak the tongues of all countries,

each a different tongue, according as the Holy Spirit gave them
power. And there were good men in Jerusalem from every

nation, and when they heard the report of this, they all gathered

together; and they were amazed, for they heard the Apostles

talking the languages of their native countries. And they were

astonished, and they marvelled, and said, "Are not all these

men of Galilee whom we hear speaking the languages of our
native countries, Parthia, Media and Elam, and the languages

of those who dwell between the rivers (i.e. in Mesopotamia), and
Judea, and Cappadocia, and Phrygia, and Pamphylia, and Egypt,

and the borders of Libya, and those who are from Cyrene, and
those who speak rumi (Greek?), and Jews, and pilgrims, Cretans,

and Arabians. Behold we hear them speaking in the languages

of our own countries concerning the great things of God"; and
they were amazed, and were unable to speak. And they said

among themselves, " What is this? " And some of them laughed,

and said, "These men are filled with new wine." And peter
stood up among the eleven [Apostles], and cried out with a loud
voice, saying, "O all ye men of Judea and ye who dwell in

Jerusalem, know ye, and hearken unto my voice. These men
are not drunk as ye think, and say, for it is only now three hours
since day dawned on the earth." This is what the prophet
JOEL said, "And it shall come to pass after this that I will pour
out my spirit upon all souls, and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions and your
old men dream dreams" (Joel ii, 28). And he also saith, "And
upon my slaves and [fol. 62 a i] upon my handmaidens I will

also pour out my spirit, and they shall prophesy, and I will give
a sign in the heavens above, and wonders on the earth beneath"

B E S III
57
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(Joel ii, 29, 30). And it is said in the [Book of] david, "Make
not Thou Thy Holy Spirit to go forth from upon me. Endow me
with joy, and with Thy salvation, and make me strong with the

spirit of strength, so that I may teach sinners Thy way." And
again he saith, **Thou sendest forth Thy Spirit, and they are

created, and Thou renewest the face of the earth. May the

glory of the Lord be for ever." And again he saith, "Thy Holy
Spirit shall guide me in the land of righteousness. For Thy
Name's sake, O Lord, make me alive in Thy righteousness, and
take my soul out of tribulation." And again he saith, "The
Lord hath made strong the heavens by His word, and all the

powers thereof by the breath of His mouth." And isaiah
saith, "The Spirit of God Who hath anointed me is upon me,

and He hath sent me to declare and to proclaim freedom for

captives, and to annoimce the chosen year of God" (Isaiah

Ixi, 2). And our Lord saith unto His disciples, "This I tell

you whilst I am with you, but when the Paraclete, the Spirit

of righteousness, the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, Whom My
Father will send imto you in My Name, hath come. He will

teach you everything, and will make you to remember every-

thing which I have spoken unto you. My peace I leave with

you, and the peace of My Father I give you, not as the world

giveth it give I it unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,

neither let it be afraid. Behold ye have heard Me say unto you
that I am going to the Father Who hath sent Me, and that I

will return again unto you." And He also saith, "When the

Paraclete hath come. Whom I will send from the Father, the

Spkit of righteousness, which shall go forth from [My Father],

He shall be My witness. And ye are all My witnesses, that He
was with Me from [fol. 62 « 2] of old. And I tell you these words
so that ye may not err, and be offended; but know ye that they

will cast you out of their synagogues, and the time will come
and arrive when all who kill you will imagine that they are

bringing sacrifices unto God." And He also saith, "The words
which I say unto you I say by My truth: It is better for you
that I go to the Father, for if I do not go to the Father the Para-

clete cannot come unto you; and if I go I will send Him to you.

And when He hath come. He will rebuke the world concerning
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sin, and righteousness, and punishment. Concerning sin, be-

cause they have not believed on Me, and concerning righteous-

ness, because I go to the Father, and ye shall not see Me again,

and concerning punishment, because the work of this world

shall be judged. And there are many [other] words which I

would say unto you, but ye are not able to bear them now. And

when that Spirit of righteousness hath come. He will guide

you into all righteousness. He will not speak to you from Him-

self, but He will declare unto you what He hath heard. And

He Who shall come to you shall speak unto you, and tell you.

Me He will glorify and praise, for He springeth from Me, and

He will speak unto you, and will tell you." And after His

Resurrection in ascending to His Father He fulfilled all the Law
of Incarnation. And He said unto His disciples, "Go unto all

nations and, in baptizing them, say, *In the Name of the

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.'" Salutation to Thy

descent, O paraclete, [fol. 62a 3] Salutation to Thy descent,

O PARACLETE, the Spirit of grace and righteousness. Saluta-

tion to Thee, O paraclete. Who didst make the Apostles to

drink of Thy fire in a moment.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba ga'arg!,

the companion of Abba Abraham. This holy man was a

Christian, and his parents were holy and righteous folk, and

when he grew up he became a shepherd and tended their flocks.

And he was always thinking in his mind that he would adopt

the garb of the monk, and when his days were twelve years,

the grace of God moved him, and he forsook his sheep and went

and walked about in the desert of scete. And he saw a pillar

of light at a distance, and he went towards it until he arrived

at a river, and then the pillar of light hid itself. And when he

had crossed that river, Satan appeared unto him in the form of

an old man, who said unto him, "Know, O my son, that I saw
thy father rending his garments, and weeping for thee, and

sorrowing exceedingly. It is meet that thou shouldst return to

thy father, and comfort his heart, for he thinketh that a wild

beast of the desert hath torn thee in pieces"; and after this he

returned to the desert. Now Saint Abba GA*AGi {sic) was

57-2
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frightened for a time. And then [he remembered], that the

Holy Gospel saith, "He who loveth his father [fol. 6261] or

his mother more than Me is not meet to be My disciple"

(Matthew x, 37); and having said these words that Satan

became like smoke, and fled from him ; and the saint knew that

he was Satan. And straightway the pillar of light appeared

unto him, and the angel of God walked with him in the form of

a monk, and the saint followed the angel until he brought him
to the monastery of the holy father arion. And Abba ga'-

Argi dwelt in that monastery with a certain righteous monk
ten years; he tasted no meat, he drank no wine, and he ate no
fruit, and during the ten years he never lay down to sleep, but

slept sitting. And his asceticism and his spiritual fight having

become more strenuous, the angel of God appeared unto him
and said, "God telleth thee to moderate the strictness of thine

asceticism, and the intensity of thy spiritual fight, so that thy

body may not become exhausted
"

; and then he drew up for him
a rule of life which ordered him to sit down, and to fast every

day until the evening. And he ate a little bread, and he slept

from the time he went to sleep until midnight, for the repose of

his body, and the rest of the night he kept vigil and prayed until

the day dawned. And having continued to observe this course

of life for many days, he wished to live by himself in the Inner

Desert; and he continued to go round about in the desert for

two years. And a vision appeared unto him which directed him
to return to his place, and straightway the Divine Power
brought him to the monastery of Saints maxim us and dima-
THEUS which was near his monastery. And when he went back

to his monastery, Abraham came out from the world, and
having arrived at that monastery he met Abba ga'argi.
[fol. 626 2] And they made friends together, and came to the

monastery of Saint Abba macarius, and they dwelt with

Saint JOHN, Abbot of the desert of scete; and he gave them
a cell near him, and they dwelt therein, and that place is well

known to this day. And that cell was called "bagbig,'' and
our Lord Jesus Christ dwelt with them, now He rent the roof of

their abode, and they worshipped Him, and He gave them
peace and comforted them, and went up from them into heaven.
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And that opening through which our Lord came down, and

through which they saw the light, is open unto this day. And

these saints wrote many books, and Homilies, and Exhortations,

and Admonitions for monks, and they prepared the way for

him that would be obedient, and live in subjection to his

fathers. And Abba Abraham died on the second day of the

month of Jer, and after him Saint Abba ga'Argi died on the

eighteenth day of the month of Genbot. And all the days of

his life were two and seventy years; of these fourteen he passed

in the world and eight and fifty he devoted to the ascetic life.

Salutation to Abba ga'Argi, who forsook his father's flocks

and followed a pillar of light into the desert.

And on this day also is commemorated siNdDA, the martyr.

XIX. Genbot

[fol. 6263] IN the name of the father and the
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father and fighter, Abba ISAAC,

the priest of the monasteries of Dabra macarius. This holy

man sprang from one of the small hamlets about m£sr(cairo),

and his parents were poor [in the possessions of this world],

but rich in good works, and they inherited the Country of the

Living. When the holy old men, the monks, came to MfesR

(cairo) to sell the things which they had made with their

hands, [and were returning,] this saint followed them into the

desert of scete, and ministered unto them. And he served

under the yoke of their authority, and became an ascetic,

and fought the good fight. And he had no possessions what-

soever, not even a second change of apparel, during all the

days of his life as a monk. And if men questioned him, and

said unto him, "Why dost thou not obtain a change of apparel

like our fathers? " he would answer and say unto them, *' I have

been a man of the people up to now, and when I was in the

world I had not two changes of apparel." And he would also

say, "Our fathers wear apparel made of the hair of the camel;
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is not one set of garments more profitable to me?" And he
was wont to weep very often, and if men asked him, and said

unto him, '*Why dost thou weep?" he would say unto them
"Because my parents died, and left me an orphan." And for

many years he continued to mix the ashes from the censers

with the bread which he ate at his table. One day he became
sick of a grievous sickness, and one of the brethren brought

him a little food which had been prepared and cooked by fire

and he would not eat it. And when that brother had asked him
many questions he said unto him, "This food is good and will

cure [fol. 63 a i] thy sickness." And isAAC answered, and said

imto him, "Believe me, O my brother, I wish to remain sick

with this sickness, for three years " And when he became
old in days, and his excellences, and his righteous deeds, were

many, the old men gathered together, and took counsel that

they might make him a priest. And he fled from them, and
went into the field where the crops were, and hid himself therein

;

and the old men went about seeking for him but could not find

hun. And when they had passed through the field, they sat down
on the border of it to rest. Now they had with them a donkey,

and that donkey went into the field, and stood still by the

place where this father was, and when the old men came into

the field to catch the donkey they found this father; and they

seized him and wanted to bind him so that he might not flee

from them. And he said unto them, "Henceforward I shall

know that this is the Will of God." And he went with them, and
was made priest, and he added to the commands which were

laid on the holy fathers, and he taught the young men good

works, and he used to say to them, "Above everything

possess ye submission and obedience, for these are the greatest

of the virtues." And when the time of his death drew nigh, the

yoimg men asked him to dwell in the desert that he might

teach them what to do after he [had left them], and he answered

and said unto them, "As long as ye see me working do ye work,

if ye wish to strengthen the habit of dwelling in the desert.

When our fathers died we sorrowed, but when we do even as

they did, we strengthen [our habit of] dwelling in the desert

after them." And having said these words he died in peace,
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and received the crown of praise from our Lord Jesus Christ,

[fol. 63a 2] Salutation to isaac the priest.

And on this day also the holy, and mighty, and great, and

honourable fighter, the blessed Isidore, became a martyr.

This saint was a man of the city of Antioch. His father was an

honourable man of the kingdom, and the captain of many

soldiers, and his name was bandalA'on; and the name of

his mother was sofia, and she and her husband belonged to

Christian families. And when she brought forth her son she

called his name *' Isidore." And after many days, when his

father bandala'on saw the greatness of the sin and of the

transgressions which the Emperor diocletiak, the infidel,

committed, he withdrew his son Isidore from him, and they

left the estate which was formerly theirs, for they belonged to

the nobles of the kingdom. And they took up their abode in

the monasteries, where they remained in hiding, and they lived

with a man who was called sam u el... for the sake of the

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. And after this, certain heretics

and evil persons went and accused them before the emperor of

hiding from him, and refusing to worship idols; and straightway

the emperor sent five hundred soldiers and had them brought

before him. And they confessed our Lord Jesus Christ, and

they said unto him boldly, "When thou didst forsake our Lord

Jesus Christ, we forsook thee; thou hast committed great

abominations before God." Then the emperor was wroth, and

he commanded his soldiers to cut off the head ofBANDALA'oN,

[fol. 63 a 3] and they cut off his head and he received the crown

of martyrdom; and Saint Isidore he bound in prison, in

order that he might be rebuked. Now at that time the days of

ISIDORE were twelve years. A^d after a few days they brought

him to the emperor having tied a rope, with a heavy iron weight

attached to it, round his neck, and he was strong in the Faith;

and the emperor asked him, saying, "Is not thy heart softened,

and doth it not advise [thee] to turn from thy Faith? " And
having refused to turn from the True Faith, the emperor forth-

with commanded the soldiers to hoist him on the rack, and to

rack his body until his blood ran like water; [and they did so].
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Then his mother SOFIA took a handful of his blood and dashed
it in the face of the emperor, and said unto him, "Cursed art

thou above all men." And his sister euphemia also took up
stones, and cast them at the emperor and his officers. And the
emperor was wroth, and commanded his soldiers to cut the

women in halves, through their loins, and they did so, and the
women finished their martyrdom. And the saint was hanging
on the rack, and watching what was happening to his mother
and his sister. And then the soldiers poured red-hot coals upon
his body, and after this they cut open his body, and dragged out
his bowels, and threw them out into the desert; but neither

the fowl of the air nor the wild beasts would approach them.
And om- Redeemer healed him, and raised him up as he was
before, and then the saint went before the emperor. And the

emperor commanded them to put him on the iron bed, and to

light a fire xmder him, [and they did so,] and they also put him
on the iron bed, and crushed him until his bowels came out;

and again our Redeemer raised him up. And then [the emperor]
killed him together with eight hundred souls, and again our
Redeemer raised him up. And when the emperor saw him, he
[fol. 63b i] commanded the soldiers to bind him, and to cast

him into a cauldron of brass, and to pour pitch and grease over

him, and to fight a fire under him; and the soldiers did so.

And after a few days he commanded them to cut off his head,

and they cut off his head, and forthwith our Lord raised him
up from the dead ; and behold, this was the third time that our

Lord raised him up after he had been killed. And after this they
tied a stone to his neck, and cast him into the sea, and at that

very moment Saint michael the archangel brought him out

of the sea, and carried him to the place where the emperor was.

And the emperor commanded them to hang him upon a tree,

in the middle of the city, and they did so, and he died; again

our Lord raised him up. This was the fourth time which he

was raised from the dead. And then, the fifth time, they cast

him to the lions, and God delivered him as He did dan iel the

prophet. And then the emperor commanded the soldiers to

cut him in pieces, and to pound them up, and to cast him into

the sea in a basket; and the soldiers did so. And forthwith
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our Lord came down from heaven, (now michael and Ga-

briel were following Him,) and He stood upon the sea-shore,

and brought Isidore up out of the sea; and He raised him up

and healed him, and there was no injury on him. And the

emperor being ashamed, and unable to effect his will, took

counsel with his friends, and then decided to send him to the

country of Salonika that they might have him tortured there.

Then the emperor sent him away, bound hand and foot, and

there was a heavy wooden collar about his neck, but the governor

of SALONIKA shewed mercy on him, because he had known him

in days past. When the emperor heard this he was wroth, and

he commanded the soldiers to bring the governor and Saint

ISIDORE to him, and the governor delivered Isidore to him

and the emperor placed him [fol. 6362] in the prison house,

being hungry and thirsty. Now whilst the saint was in the

prison house he worked great miracles, and healed the sick.

And when the nineteenth day of Genbot had come, the emperor

commanded the soldiers to take him outside the city, and to

hang him upon a wooden cross, at the sixth hour of the day.

And the air was filled with angels, and our Redeemer was with

them, and promised him many things; and Isidore, the saint

of God, forthwith delivered up his soul, and received the crown

of life. And the number of the years from the beginning to the

end of his strife is as follows; he was in prison for five years

before they tortured him, and he was in prison for one year in

the city of Antioch, and for twelve years he suffered tortures.

Salutation to Isidore, and to euphemia his sister, and to

SOFIA his mother.

And on this day also eighty-five thousand and seven people

became martyrs with Isidore. Salutation to these martyrs

of the company of Isidore.

[fol. 6363] And on this day also died Abba Joseph, the

light of the world. This holy man learned all the philosophy of

this world in his father's house, so that those who saw him

marvelled at him, and all the Books of the Church; and when

he was grown up his father took him to the bishop, who made
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him a deacon. And God, Who willed the salvation of his soul

sent MICHAEL, the angel of light, to him, and he said unto
JOSEPH, "Dost thou love this fleeting world? Is not it and
everything which is therein dross? " Thereupon Joseph began
to fast and to pray, and he asked God to guide him into the
path which he should follow. Now there was a certain monk
on the borders of walk A, whose name was Abba zacharias
and who was of the kinsfolk of Abba Joseph, and he took

JOSEPH privily, and arrayed him in the garb of the monk, and
carried him away to the country of t£gre, where he learned

to work with his hands, and he wrote and weaved and performed
all the work of the monastic life. Then they came into the

desert of bark A, and each dwelt alone and laboured in the

ascetic life ; and they fed upon the fruits of the desert, and the

roots of trees. And they lived there, and the elephants, and
serpents, and lions, had knowledge of them, and they worked
many miracles by the might of their righteousness. Abba
NATHANIEL carried a red-hot pot on his hand, and went
round holding it in the presence of his brethren. And Abba
JOSEPH having smashed the pot in which he used to cook,

joined the pieces together without spilling his mess of pottage.

And when [the monks] wanted to baptize gabra kher, who
was about to die, he said unto them, ''I will baptize myself

with my own hand, for our Lord Jesus Christ hath this day
made me a bishop." Then each of the saints shewed forth the

beauty of his deeds, and they carried Joseph [fol. 64a 1] to

the bishop, and he was made a priest. When Abba zacharias
died, Abba Joseph departed into another desert, and he fasted

for forty days and forty nights, standing up and not speaking;

and when he fell down through exhaustion, michael the angel

came and raised him up. And he also stood upon the edge of

a great precipice with his arms extended like the arms of a

cross, for forty days and forty nights, without taking a rest;

and Satan came and cast him down into the abyss; and Saint

MICHAEL received him on his wings, and restored him to the

place where he had stood. And he also went into a stone cave,

and remained there for forty days and forty nights without

food and drink; and the Satans came and frightened him, each

NINTH MONTH—GENB6t (MAY 6-JUNE 4) 9^1

with his own hellish devices, but the angels made him strong.

And he used to make eleven thousand prostrations at a time,

until his brains ran down through his nose. And from that

place he wandered about through all the mountains of tegrA Y,

and he journeyed through the land of the South, and he came

to the tomb of yAr^d, and he saw gates of light before the

door of his cell, which was open. As he was returning thieves

found him, and they stoned him with stones, and beat him with

sticks and they speared him with spears, and left him lying

prostrate. And our holy Lady, the Virgin mary, came and

healed him. One day he found the body of a dead woman, and

when he had made over it the sign of the Cross, she rose up like

a woman waking out of a sleep. And he went on a pilgrimage

to Jerusalem thrice, and received the blessing of the holy

places. And he visited the tombs of peter and PAUL and the

tombs of all the Apostles, and he travelled as far as bArtos

(PARTHIA ?) and hentoki (INDIA). When he came to a

river which was full of water, he used to make the sign of the

Cross over it, and then walk over the water on his feet; and the

Hons and the leopards followed him tamely. When he lacked

food he would [fol. 64a 2] say a blessing over some stones, and

they were turned into bread. And he went to dabra libAnos,

to the monastery of our father takla hAymAnot, and re-

ceived the garb of the monk from Abba tawaled madkhan.

And Abba tawaled wished to try him, and he gave him six

crushed and broken twigs to plant ; and having planted them

they grew up into trees which exist to this day. And many

men and monks came to him, and lived under his authority,

and they dwelt in one habitation near a church which had been

built in the name of our holy Lady, the Virgin mary, the God-

bearer, and in the Name of God the Father. And one day in a

vision our holy Lady the Virgin mary gave him incense, and

he offered up incense with the Four and Twenty Priests of

heaven before the throne of the God of Hosts ; and the Apostles

used to come to him, and bless him. One day a leopard snatched

away a child from his mother, and when she had adjured the

animal in the name of Joseph, the leopard brought the child

back three days later. And he made it the rule for all his sons

< 'I

li
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that they should possess neither money nor cattle, that thev
should not eat flesh or drink wine, old or new, that they should
learn humility and meekness, that they should not utter words
of emptiness, and that they should not laugh or joke in church*
these and similar rules he laid down for them in their Canon'
And having finished his life of labour and fighting, he died iii

peace, and was buried in the church of samaya (i.e. heaven)
which is called dabra tabor; and through his body countless
signs and wonders took place. Salutation to Joseph.

[fol. ^4a 3] And on this day also is commemorated our great
Abuna EGzi'fe. [Omitted in the Bodleian ms.]

XX. Genb6t

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy and just man kaleb, King of

Ethiopia. This saint loved and feared God, and he was of the

True Faith. And when he heard that the Jews had killed the

Christians in the city of nag ran, he was filled with divine
zeal, and sorrowed greatly. Then he rose up and went to the

church wherein the kings of Ethiopia and the bishops are buried,

and having come therein he stood up on the royal throne before
the church, and he stripped off his beautiful and royal apparel,

and dressea himself in rags. And he laid hold upon the horns
of the altar, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and prayed in the

following words: "O Lord, my God, the Lord of all created
things, both those which are visible and those which are in-

visible. Whom thousands of thousands of angels praise, Whom
myriads of myriads of archangels serve. Whom the Cherubim
with their many eyes, and the Seraphim each with his six wings,

serve and proclaim holy, ceaselessly, saying, ' Holy, Holy, Holy,
God of Hosts,' Whom the saints sanctify, the God of gods,

[fol. 64b I] the Lord of lords, and the King of kings, the Father
of our Lord and God and Redeemer Jesus Christ, Who art

decked with light as with a garment. Thou art He Who was
!i

-
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pleased to send forth Thy Son, that is to say, the Word, from

Thyself, that He might bring back the men who were cast away,

the Rational Lamb Who was not cast away. Who came down

from heaven of His good pleasure (or, free will), and was not

separated from the Father and the Holy Spirit, and was made

man by mary, the holy Virgin, Who hast wrought for the

salvation of the sons of men, and hast brought us out of the

darkness, and hast led us into the light of the knowledge of

Thee. Behold Thou, O God, and see what the impious infidel

hath done to Thy flock 1 how he hath seized and slain the sons

of Thy Church like sheep and goats, and hath burnt in fire the

children of Thy Church; and moreover, he hath plundered the

Church, and destroyed the children of Thy people and Thine

inheritance. I believe on Thy Only Son, and on the Holy and

Living Spirit, and I have laid hold upon the horns of Thine altar

and taken refuge in the sign of Thy Cross, and I am strong in

the Faith. And behold, I will go out, and slay Thine enemies by

the might of the Cross of Thine Only One and Thy Messiah,

for I am jealous for Thee, and for my brethren, and for the

believers my fathers. O God, let me not be put to shame and

disappointed in my hope, so that they who do not know Thy

Name may not say, 'Where is their God?' If Thou wilt not

hearken to my prayer, and wilt reject my petition because of

the multitude of my sins and transgressions, slay me in this

place. O let not Thine inheritance fall into the hands of Thine

enemies, the deniers of Christ, who know not Thy Name; for

we are Thy people and the sheep of Thy pasture, and Thee we

praise [fol. 646 2] for ever and ever. Amen." Then KALis

the king went out from his royal city, and he departed and

destroyed, and killed all the Jews who had laid waste the city

of NAG RAN, and he performed countless miracles. And he

returned to his royal city with great honour and joy not to be

estimated, giving thanks to God at the same time. Then he

thought in his heart and said, "With what shall I pay back to

God for all that He hath done for me? But I have nothing

whatsoever wherewith to reward Him, unless I offer my soul

and body as a gift to my Lord Jesus Christ." Then he forsook

the world, and abandoned his kingdom, and went out by night.
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and departed on foot, and came to the monastery which was
on the top of the moimtam of Abba pantaleon, wherein good
monks lived. And he entered the monastery and Hved in a cell

the doors whereof he shut so that he might see no man, and he

swore that he would never go outside the cell, and that he would

never see the world again. And he took nothing in with him
except a mat to lie upon, an earthenware pot, and the apparel

of the monk which he wore ; and his food consisted of nothing

but bread and salt, and his drink was water. His royal crown

and his royal apparel, which were of great price, he sent to

Jerusalem. And he wrote a letter to Abba JOHN, Archbishop

of Jerusalem, asking him to hang up the crown above the doors

of the Tomb of our Lord Jesus Christ. And after [this] he went

mto that rock and never spoke to anyone ; and he pleased God
and died in peace, [fol. 646 3] Salutation to kAleb.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba ammonius,
ofDABRATONA. When this saint was a young man, he saw a

vision in which it seemed that Saint Abba anthony called

him to the monastic life. When he awoke from his sleep he rose

up straightway, and went to Saint Abba Isidore, who arrayed

him in the garb of the monk, and ammonius dwelt with him.

And after this he returned to dabra ton a, and he built

himself a cell and he fought a strenuous spiritual fight by day

and by night. And Satan the accursed became jealous of him,

and he came to him in the form of a woman, who was a nun.

And when Satan knocked at the door of his cell, he opened unto

him, and he did not hide himself from him because the knocker

was Satan, the Enemy. And the saint asked him to pray with

him, and Satan refused and revealed his iniquity, and he changed

his form and became like a flame of fire, and then he said unto

him, "I will bring upon thee still more strenuous warfare."

And Satan, the Enemy, departed. And he entered into the

heart of a certain young woman with a beautiful face, and he

moved her to attempt to make the saint to fall into sin. And

she dressed herself in fine linen and came unto him at the time

of evening, and she began to knock at the door of his cell and

to say, "I am a woman on a pilgrimage, and I have strayed
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from my road, and arrived [here], and the evening hath over-

taken me; [fol. 65a i] leave me not outside so that the wild

beasts may not devour me, and I be punished (?) for my sins."

And when he opened the door to her, he knew that she was a

trap of Satan, the accursed, and that it was he who had sent

her. And he began to admonish her from the Divine Books,

and he caused the fear of Sheol to rise up in her, and dread of

the punishment which is prepared for sinners. And he told her

of the joy and gladness which are prepared for the righteous;

and at that moment God opened her heart to understand what

he said unto her. And she stripped off her fine apparel and cast

herself down at his feet, and she wept and begged him to receive,

and to save her soul ; and he shaved off the hair of her head, and

dressed her in sackcloth of hair. And she practised many

ascetic excellences, which excelled in strictness the excellent

works of the great saints. Thus she prayed twelve hundred

prayers in a night and a day, and she fasted two days or three

days, or seven days, at a time, and Diabolus was put to shame

by work of this kind. And she became like a monk in appear-

ance, and used to go into all the monasteries [at will]. And

a certain wretched man told [the brethren] that Abba ammon-

ius, after great ascetic labours, lusted for and desired a woman,

and that she was living with him in his cell, and that he had

put the monks to shame, and had disgraced the garb of the

monk. And when Abba 'ebelo, who was like the angels

heard this, he rose up straightway, and taking with him Abba

JOSEPH and Abba bohe, they came to Saint ammonius in

DABRA TON A. And when they knocked at the door of his cell

that woman went out to them, and they talked together, and

said, "In truth, is what that monk told us true?'' Now Saint

Abba [fol. 65a 2] AMMONIUS had called that woman ''sadji,"

that is to say, "the meek." And having entered into the cell

and prayed, Abba 'ebelo, and Abba Joseph, and Abba

BOHE sat down and talked until the evening concerning the

greatness of God. And Abba ammonius said unto them,

"Rise up, and let us go and see sAdji making a little bread

for us." And when they had gone in they found her standing

in the red-hot oven, with her hand stretched out towards
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heaven, and praying; and when they saw her they marvelled

exceedingly at this great miracle, and they glorified God. And

after this she brought them bread, and they ate. And that

night the angel of God made known to Abba 'eb£l6 concerning

the spiritual fight of sadji, and to Saint Abba ammonius,

and that God Himself had brought them that day to witness the

death of sadji. And when the third hour of the night arrived,

she was seized with violent fever, and she made one prostration

to God and at that moment she dehvered up her soul; and

they swathed her carefully and buried her. And Abba am-

monius began to describe to them her excellences, and he

said unto them that sadji had dwelt with him for eighteen

years, that she had never once raised her face, and that she

had not seen his face nor he hers ; and their food was bread and

salt. And a few days after Saint Abba ammonius also died.

Salutation to the blessed [fol. 65^3] ammonius of tona.

Salutation, salutation to sadji, the disciple of ammonius.

And on this day also died Abba h6r, the disciple of Abba

'amoni (ammonius), and Abba darama. And on this day

also are commemorated those who became martyrs with

her6dA, and zacharias of Antioch.

Salutation to hor, and to Abba 'amoni (ammonius), who

was an ascetic for forty years, and an adorer of mary, who

appeared unto him.

Salutation to Abba daramA.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba batra (or,

ZATRA)WANGEL,theAbbotofDABRALiBAN6s, the sixteenth

of the learned fathers. This holy man was from his early youth

arrayed in innocence, like the angels, and he loved humility

and meekness. After he assumed the garb of the monk, he

fought a good fight, and he was appointed shepherd of the

flock of our Lord Jesus Christ. Then he died at a good old age,

as on this day the twentieth of Genbot.
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XXI. Genbot

[fol. 65&1] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day all Christian communities celebrate the festival

of the appearance in public of our holy Lady, the Virgin MARY,

the God-bearer, in dabra metmak, as she was seated upon

light, in a circle, in the church which was built in her name.

She Was enveloped in divine light, and there were standing

round about her all the hosts of the angels, and archangels,

and their wings were extended and overshadowing her, and

the Seraphim also were standing round about her with their

censers, and they were censing her great majesty. And every

time they bowed down to her they praised her, saying, '*God

the Father looked down from heaven upon earth and He found

none like unto thee. He sent His Only Son, and He was bom

of thee.'' And the martyrs came, mounted upon their horses,

and they bowed before her, and Mar Saint george descended

from his horse, and two others came and bowed before her, and

he who came after [Saint george] was Saint mercurius,

mounted upon a black horse, and after him came Saint Theo-

dore, mounted on a red horse. After him all the martyrs

came, and bowed down to her, and did homage to her, and she

blessed them, and they returned. And there came also the

company of the prophets, and the righteous, and they bowed

down and did homage to her. And the children whom herod

slew also came lamenting before her, and they leaped up and

embraced each other, [fol. 6562] And when those who were

gathered together saw this, it filled them with joy and they

thought they were in heaven. And if there was anyone whose

father was dead, or his mother, or a kinsman, or a friend, and

he asked her, saying, "O my holy Lady, thou Virgin mary,

thou God-bearer, shew me so and so," straightway she made

that person to come in the form he had before [on earth]. And

also when they threw down their stoles she took the one which

she wished in her hands, and threw it back to them, and they

divided it among the women as a thing of blessing. And thus

B E S III 58
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Christian and Armani (Pagan?) saw her for five days. And
when they wished to go home to their own houses, they did

homage to her and made an agreement with her, and she blessed

them with her fingers. Salutation to him that looked upon

thee, O MARY, as the eye of a daughter looketh at her mother.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba martianus.

This saint became a monk in his early manhood with a certain

holy old man, and fought a great spiritual fight, and then he

went to a monastery of the city of Caesarea of Palestine, which

was called dabra tab6t noha, and there he fought an

exceedingly great and strenuous fight. And having lived for

seven and sixty years as an ascetic, fighting the spiritual fight

with fasting, and prayer, and prostrations, and vigils by day

and by night, the report of his virtues and righteousness became

noised abroad. And a certain woman, who was a harlot, and

sinner, [fol. 6563] and who was a notorious evil-doer, heard

of him, and she said unto those who talked about his virtues,

and his righteousness, and his holiness, *'How much more are

ye going to praise the man? He liveth in the desert and he

never seeth a woman. If he once saw me I would stain his

virginity, and defile his holiness, and destroy his abstinence

from women." And those men, because they knew his holiness,

and his virginity, and the purity of his body, contradicted the

harlot about this, and fierce contention broke out between her

and them. And she said unto them, "How much money will

ye give me if I go to him, and make him to fall into sin with me?

What will ye give me, I say? " And they agreed with her to

give her a certain sum of money if she did this. And straightway

she rose up, and took her ornaments, and her apparel, and her

many perfumes, (now she was very beautiful to look upon,)

and she went to his cell, wearing poor and wretched rags

wherein her face was muffled. And her ornaments and her fine

apparel were tied up in a bundle by themselves ; and then she hid

herself in a place which was near his cell until the evening. And

in the evening she knocked at the door of his cell, and asked

him to let her remain with him until the morning. And the

saint was very sorry for himself, and he pondered in his heart
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deeply. And he said, "If I leave her outside the wild beasts

of the desert will eat her, and if I bring her in I shall have to

suffer a warfare about her within myself." And after this he

opened the door to her, and he left her in that place, and went

to another. And the woman arrayed herself in her beautiful

apparel, and she adorned herself and perfumed herself, and she

came to him and asked him to lie with her; and she said unto

him "No one will see me here." And the saint knew that she

was'a snare [fol. 66 a i] of Satan, the Enemy, and he said unto

her, "Wait a little for me until I look at the road, for if we do

not'fear God it is meet for us to fear men, who are like unto us."

And he went out from her, and lighted a large fire, and as he

put his head into the flames time after time, he said to his soul,

"
If thou art able to bear Sheol, commit sin." And as he tarried

in coming to her, she went to him, and she saw him in the

flames burning his hands and his fingers and his feet. And she

was terrified, and dragged him out of the fire, and her sense

returned to her, and she stripped off her raiment, and cast it

away, and threw herself down at his feet and begged him to

help her to save her soul. And he began to teach her, and to

admonish her about the end of this fleeting worid, and the

desire thereof, and she repented with all her heart. And he

said unto her, "It is not desirable for us to live together in the

same place." And he took her to a house for virgins, and com-

manded the abbess to take charge of her, and she pleased God

during the rest of life which remained to her. And she

reached a good old age, and received the gift of the Holy Spirit,

and healed many sick folk. And Saint martianus, fearing

lest the Enemy might bring to him another woman, departed

to an island in the river [Nile], and dwelt there, and a certain

owner of a boat used to bring him food, and buy the work of his

hands. And when the saint had dwelt there many days the boat

belonging to that man sank in the river, and a certain woman

hung on to one of the planks thereof, and the waves of the

river washed her to the island on which [fol. 66 a 2] Saint

MARTIAN u s lived. And when he saw her he was frightened, and

was sorry, because he would have to dwell with her; but the

word of God spake to her, and he arrayed her in the garb of the
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nun. And he prepared food for her, and he said unto her, "It

is not desirable for us to dwell together in one place/' Then he

left that island, and cast himself into the river; and a large

monster of the river took him up and carried him over, and

brought him to dry land. From that time onwards he never

lived in [one] place, but wandered about in the mountains, and

deserts, and uninhabited districts until he had travelled through

one himdred and sixty countries. He never stayed one day in

one place. And after this he shut himself up in a cave, and

when he knew that the time of his death was nigh, he called the

bishop and told him all that had happened to him, and all his

spiritual fight from the beginning to the end thereof; and the

bishop marvelled at the great size of his body. And before all

this happened the angel of God had appeared to the bishop,

[and told him] to think about the body of Saint martianus.

And after this he delivered up his soul into the hand of God;

and the bishop swathed him for burial and buried him with

great honour. And as for the woman who was on that island,

the owner of the boat visited her until she died; and he came

and found her body white as snow, and he carried it to his own

country. Salutation to Abba mardali (sic).

[fol. 66«3] And on this day also died Abba aaron, the

Syrian. This saint was a fighter from his youth, and at length

the gifts of healing and working miracles were given unto him.

When pilgrim monks came to him he used to cook for them

young doves, and when they said unto him, **We do not eat

flesh,
*' he would say words of blessing over the doves, and he

dismissed them and they flew away. And he built a monastery,

and the water was a long way ofi down the mountain, and he

prayed a prayer, and made the sign of drawing it up with his

hand, and so made the water to ascend. One day Satan came

to him to destroy him with evil, and Abba aaron, knowing

the appearance of him by the grace of the Holy Spirit which

dwelt upon him, said unto him, 'Xome into this cave to dwell."

And when Satan had come into that cave, one side of it fell on

him and buried him, and a huge stone leaped upon him, and

Satan was put to shame. And also, when the governor of the
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city died, did not he raise him up by his prayer? And this

father made a lion to carry four water-jars on his back, and the

hon drew water for them for a period of ten years; and then

he departed to God. Salutation to aaron, w^ho made young

doves, which had been boiled, to fly away.

And on this day also are commemorated AM OS, the prophet,

and mardalA (or, mardali).

XXII. Genb6t

[fol. 6661] IN the name of the father and the

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died andronicus, the holy apostle. Our

Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ chose this saint, who was one

of the number of the Seventy-two disciples, whom He sent out

before His Passion to preach the kingdom of God. And the

gift of the Holy Spirit descended upon him in the Hall of Zion,

and he preached with the holy apostles in every city. After

this the holy apostles laid their hands upon him, and they

made him Bishop of the city of niwebyAs, and he preached

therein, and converted many of the pagans [Syrians], and

brought them into the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, they

having dwelt in the darkness of infideUty. And after this he

took JULIANUS, the apostle, and they went about through

many cities, and they preached and baptized innumerable folk.

And they performed signs and wonders, and cast out many

Satans from men, and they healed many who were sick of

very severe sicknesses, and they overthrew the houses of idols,

and built churches of our Lord Jesus Christ. And having

finished their preaching, God wished to remove them from the

sorrow and toil of this world, and to bring them into the world

of joy and gladness. And then andronicus, the apostle, fell

sick and died, as it were, on this day; and straightway Juli-

an us the apostle prepared him for burial and laid him in a

grave, and he himself died on the following day. [fol. 6662]

Salutation to andronicus.
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And on this day also is commemorated jacob Sharak

(i,e, the Oriental).

awi.

XXIII. Genb6t

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Saint julian, the apostle. This saint was

a son of the house of gabriel, [who was] of the children of

Israel and of the tribe of judah. Our Lord Jesus Christ chose

him among the number of the Seventy-two disciples, and he

received the gift of the Holy Spirit, Paraclete ; and he preached

with the apostles, and there came upon him, as upon the

apostles, great tribulation and persecution. After this the

apostles laid their hands upon him and made him a bishop, and

sent him to preach the kingdom of God, and he preached in all

the cities everywhere. And after this he went with andro-

Nicus, the apostle, and he preached with him, as is recorded

in the section for the preceding day. When Saint andro-

Nicus died, this Saint julian prepared him for burial and

buried him; and then he prayed to God not to separate him

from him; and on the following day this holy man died. And

behold the holy Apostle paul mentioneth these apostles in his

Epistles to the men of Rome, and saith at the end thereof,

[fol. 666 3] "Salute andronicus and julian (sic)" (Romans

xvi, 7). Salutation to julian of the house of gabriel.

And on this day also are commemorated en si A, the martyr,

and APHRODITUS, the fourth of the Seventy-two disciples,

and JULIA the martyr, and theodoretus the priest, and

TADROS the bishop, and julianus (sic) and his mother,

who were martyred in the city of Alexandria, and the com-

panions of ISIDORE (?), a woman, and her child, who was two

months old. And her child spake, saying, ''I am a Christian

like my mother"; now diocletian killed them. Salutation

to JULIUS and his mother.
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XXIV. Genb6t

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day our Lord Jesus Christ came to the land of Egypt,

and He was a child whose days were two years, even as the

Holy Gospel saith. And the angel of God [fol. 67 a i] appeared

unto JOSEPH in a dream, saying, "Rise up, take the Child

and His mother, and depart to the land of Egypt and remain

there until I tell thee." And the coming of our Lord Jesus

Christ took place for two reasons, in the operation of His

wisdom, firstly: If he rod, the infidel, found Him, and was

unable (sic) to kill Him, others would think that His Incarnation

was from below; and secondly: That the men of the land of

Egypt might not be deprived of His grace, and of His going

about in their midst, and that He might smash the idols which

were in the land of Egypt, and that the prophecy of isAiAH

the prophet might be fulfilled which said, ''Behold, God shall

mount upon a swift (or, light) cloud, and shall come to the land

of Egypt, and the idols of Egypt shall fall down" (Isaiah xix, i).

Our Lord, in the operation of His wisdom, fled before herod,

but it was not through fear that He fled. And the first city at

which JOSEPH, and our holy Lady, the Virgin mary, the God-

bearer, and our Lord Jesus Christ, and salome, whose name

was "balata," arrived, would not receive them. And they

dug there a well of water, and it became a means of healing,

not only to the men of that city, but to all other men. Thence

they departed to the monastery of gamnudi, and they crossed

the river towards the west. And the Lord put His foot upon

a stone, and the mark of the sole of His foot is in the stone to

this day, and the name of that place is called "the place of the

sole of the foot of the Lord Jesus." And our Lord said unto

His mother, the holy Lady, the Virgin mary, "Know thou, O
MARY, my mother, that in this place a church shall be built

in thy name and in Mine. And I will make manifest therein

signs and wonders, until the end of the world, and it shall be

called 'dabrametmAk.'" Thence they departed towards the

river, and crossed over [fol. 67^2] towards the west, and He

IK
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saw the desert of scete from afar, and our Lord Jesus Christ

blessed it, and He said unto His mother, " Know, O my mother

MARY, that in this desert there shall live many monks, [and]

ascetics, and spiritual fighters, and they shall serve God like

the angels." Thence He came to dabra meshrak. And
there was a staff in the hand of Joseph, wherewith he used to

smite (?) oiu: Lord Jesus Christ, and Joseph gave Him the

staff. And when He took it He said unto His mother, '*We will

tarry here"; and that place and its desert, and the well of

water, which is the first there, became known as matA-

r£yA (near Heliopolis). And our Lord took Joseph's staff,

and broke it into little pieces and planted these pieces in that

place, and He dug with His own divine hands a well, and there

flowed from it sweet water, which had an exceedingly sweet

odour. And our Lord took some of the water in His hands, and

watered therewith the pieces of wood which He had planted,

and straightway they took root, and put forth leaves, and an

exceedingly sweet perfume was emitted by them, which was

sweeter than any other perfume. And these pieces of wood

grew and increased and they called them "Balsan" (i.e. the

balsam trees). And our Lord Jesus Christ said unto His mother,

the holy Virgin mary, **0 my mother, these Balsan, which I

have planted, shall abide here for ever, and from them shall

be [taken] the oil for Christian baptism, when they baptize in

the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit."

Thence they went to the city of benh£sa, and to a place

which is called ''baysus'* (i.e. bet iyasus), which is inter-

preted '* House of Jesus*'; and our Lord Jesus Christ dug there

a well [fol. 6ya 3] whereof the water cured every sickness and

every pain. And He also set a sign in a certain well of the

river of Egypt which rose [in flood] every year. [The allusion

is to the Kilometer on the island of roda.] At the time of

prayer at which they offered up incense at mid-day to God by

that well, as soon as the reading of the Gospel was ended the

water which was in the well would rise up and come to the

mouth of the well ; and they used to receive a blessing from it,

and straightway the water woidd recede until it reached its

former level; and the people used to measure by the cubit the
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height to which it rose above its normal level at the bottom of

the well If the height were twenty cubits, there would be

CTeat abundance in the land of Egypt that year; if the height

were eighteen or seventeen cubits, there would also be abundance,

but if the height were only sixteen cubits there would be a

^eat famine throughout the land of Egypt. And then they

went to 'ESHMUNAYN, and our Lord broke the idols which

were therein; and they dwelt there for a few days with a man

whose name was 'apel6n. And there were there some komol

trees and they bowed [their heads] before our Lord Jesus Christ,

and they have remained bent until this day. Thence they went

to DABRA KUESKUAM, and they remained therein for six

months, and our Lord placed a well therein, the water of which

healed every sickness. And when our Lord had finished hving

in the land of Egypt the days which He wanted to live there,

that is to say, three years and six months, and hero d was dead,

the angel of the Lord appeared unto Joseph in a dream, and

again he spake to him, saying, "Rise up and take the Child,

and His mother, and depart to the land of Israel." When they

returned from that place, they came to the city of MAHARfeKA;

and having [fol. 67b i] come to mesr (cairo), they dwelt in

the cave (?) which is the church of Saint sERGiusinMfesR

(CAIRO). After this they went out from mesr (cairo) and

came to matariyah, and they bathed there, and the well

therein which our Lord Jesus Christ made became holy and

blessed from that hour, even as has already been said. And

thence went forth the oil "Balasan,'' [the plants of which] our

Lord planted, and with this oil Christian baptism is made

perfect, and with it churches and altars, and sacred property

are consecrated. And with it they give relief and healing to all

those who are sick, and they present it as a gift to kings, who

boast themselves of its possession. And from this place they

went to MEH D AB. And by His return was fulfilled the prophecy

of OZYAN (hosea) the prophet, saying, "Out of Egypt have

I called My Son" (Hosea xi, i). And it is meet to us to celebrate

a spiritual festival on this day, and we should sing on it the

words of DAVID the prophet, ''God hath wrought signs in the

land of Egypt, and wonders in the Field of tanI:wos (tanis)
"



926 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

(Psalm Ixxviii, 12). And also, *'He hath wrought in thee the

signs of Egypt, and in the Egyptians,*' and with them. *' Glory

be to God our Lord Jesus Christ, and to this Good Father

and to the Holy Life-giving Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen."
Salutation to Thy coming to the land of Egypt.

And on this day also died habakkuk, the prophet, one of

the Twelve [fol. 676 2] Sons of the Minor Prophets. One day

this prophet cooked some lentils in a pot, and as he was carrying

the pot, with some bread, to the men who were reaping in the

fields outside the city, the angel of God appeared unto him,

and said unto him, "Take this food to dan IE l the prophet in

the den of lions of the city of Babylon." And habakkuk
said unto him, "I have not seen Babylon and I do not know

the den therein." And the angel of God seized him by the hair

of his head, as he was carrying the food, and brought him to the

pit of the city of Babylon, which was shut, and he gave that

food to DANIEL and he ate; and immediately the angel of God

brought him back to the land of Judah. Now he was a very old

man. When the children of Israel returned from captivity,

and built the sanctuary, habakkuk came to Jerusalem, and

they welcomed him with great joy, and they made the sanctuary

beautiful and assembled to hear his prophecy. And he opened

his mouth in the Holy Spirit and said, ''O God, I heard the

sound of Thee and I was afraid. I sawThywork and I marvelled."

And then he spake in his prophecy concerning the Incarnation

of our Lord Jesus Christ. And concerning His birth in Bethlehem

of Judah, he saith, ''God shall come from Mount faran";

and then he continued his prophecy to the end and he wrote

it and he mixed it with the prophecy of the prophets. And he

dwelt in Jerusalem. And a certain woman of the sons of Israel

came unto him weeping, and she said unto him, "I had two

sons, and certain men required of them to worship idols, and

they refused to do so, and the men killed them and cast their

bodies out on the highway." And habakkuk went forth with

her to the place where the young men who had been killed were

lying, [fol. 676 3] and he besought God to give them back their

souls; and God accepted his prayer, and made the two young
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men to live again. When the time drew nigh for him to die he

called his kinsfolk, and told them that he was going to die.

And he continued to gaze upwards for the space of an hour,

and behold a great arm, like the hand [and arm] of a man,

opened the roof of the house, and came down from above, and

reached itself out to his mouth, and took his soul. And when

ANASTASius, the Christian emperor, read the story of the

strife of habakkuk, he built a church in his honour m the

city of KARTAS, in the north of Egypt, and it was consecrated

as on this day. Salutation to habakkuk.

And on this day also the blessed and chosen fighter Abba

'ABKufeLTA became a martyr. This saint belonged to a noble

family of the city of 'en s£n a, and he was a pure priest and

a wise physician, and he did great good to all the suffering folk

who came unto him, and he healed them without payment;

moreover he also gave them food, and drink, and raiment, and

anything of which they stood in need. In those days Diocle-

tian, the infidel emperor, sent orders into the region of Upper

Egypt to the governor whose name was arianus, that he

was to compel the men of that country to worship idols. There-

upon they took this saint and carried him away from 'ens£na

to [fol. 68a I] the city of 'eshmunayn, and set him before

the governor. And the governor spake unto him with words of

gentleness, in order to persuade him to abandon the True Faith,

but he could not make him do so. And straightway the governor

ordered his soldiers to torture him with divers kinds of tortures,

and they did so, until his skin melted, and then they burnt

him alive in the fire ; thus he finished his martyrdom on the

twenty-fourth day of the month of Genbot. And certain be-

lievers came, and swathed him for burial in costly cloths, and

they buried him in one of the upper hills near his city. Saluta-

tion to Abba 'abkuelta.

And on this day also took place the death of eleazar, the

priest, the son of aaron. And on this day also are commem-

orated 'AKLEDIS (CLITAS), and TEFLAS (THEOPHILUS ?),

and da'ala maryu.
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XXV. Genbot

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Saint sal o me, the sister of our holy Lady,

the Virgin mary, the God-bearer. She was the daughter of

mAtata, the son of le vi, the son of melki, the son of aaron
the priest; now matAtA had three daughters; the name of

the oldest was "mary," and the second was called
*'

Sofia,"

[fol. 68«2] and the third was ''hanna/' mary brought

forth SALOME, and sofia brought forth Elisabeth, and

HANNAH brought forth our holy Lady, the Virgin mary. And
this Saint salome was brought up in the house of Joseph
with our holy Lady, the Virgin mary, and she ministered unto

her, and she was not separated from her when our Redeemer

was bom. When Joseph was thinking about our holy Lady,

the Virgin mary, and wondering how she had brought forth

her Son, being a virgin, this Saint salome made bold to touch

the seal of mary*s virginity, and her fingers were burned by

divine fire ; but as soon as she touched the Child she was healed,

[and her fingers] became as before. By this sign Joseph knew

that our holy Lady, the Virgin mary, was the God-bearer.

When HEROD commanded that the children of Bethlehem

should be killed, she made the Child and Joseph and His

mother, the Lady mary, to take to flight, and she became a

participator in the trouble caused by Him, sometimes carrying

Him in her arms, and sometimes washing Him ; and she minis-

tered unto Him all His days—three and thirty years. On the

day of His Passion she was not separated from Him, and she

lamented and wept, and on the day of His Resurrection she

saw Him before the Apostles saw Him. And even in the upper

chamber of Zion the Holy Spirit came down upon her and the

holy women, and she made many to believe on Him in the

Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ; and she received from the

Jews much derision and much enmity. Salutation to salome.

[fol. 68a 3] And on this day also Saint cotylus, a physician

from the city of antin o£, became a martyr. This saint had
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a God-fearing father, and his mother also feared God ; and his

father was governor of the city of anting e. He had no son,

and he besought God frequently to give him one, and at length

He gave him this saint; and he admonished him and taught

him the Books of the Church. This saint was pure from his

youth up, and he was an ascetic, and fought the spiritual fight

;

he prayed many prayers, and his rule was to pray one hundred

prayers by night, and one hundred prayers by day. When he

was grown up his parents wanted to see him married, but this

he did not wish. They had a daughter, whom they had begotten

after this holy man cotylus, and they married her to ari-

ANUS, the governor of the city of antinoe, who succeeded

the father of this saint. Now when the father of cotylus

had waxed old in days, he asked the emperor and the emperor

removed him from his office, and gave it to arian us his son-

in-law. And when his father died, cotylus built a house

wherein pilgrims were received, and then he learned the books

of medicine, and became a physician; and all the sick folk came

to him, and he healed them without payment. When Diocle-

tian denied Christ, arian us joined him in his denial, in

order to keep his office, and he used to torture the martyrs.

And this Saint cotylus yearned to become a martyr, and he

went to the governor's Council, and cursed ar^lanus, and the

emperor, and their gods, which were idols; but arian us was

not able to do him [fol. 6Sb i] any harm because of his sister

[who was his wife], but he sent him to the city of benhas A,

where the saint remained in the prison house for three years.

And COTYLUS sent to his sister, and she delivered him from

the prison house. After arian us, another governor was

appointed, and [arian us] told him the story of this Saint

COTYLUS. And the governor sent and had him brought, and

he was angry with him, and said unto him, **If thou wilt not

cast incense to the gods I will torture thee with very great

severity." And the saint said unto him, ''I will not cast incense

to unclean idols, but only to my Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of

the Living God." And straightway the governor was wroth,

and he commanded the soldiers to torture him with every kind

of torture; but each time the angel of God came to him, and

-?s:Tinrstr<="
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comforted him, and strengthened him to endure, and He healed

him and worked many signs and wonders by him. And when

the governor was tired of torturing him, and cotylus would

not change his opinion, he commanded the soldiers to cut off

his head, and they cut it off, and the saint received the crown

of martjnrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. Then the men

of his house swathed him for burial, and they laid him in a

beautiful shrine, and many great signs and wonders took place

through his body therein. Salutation to cotylus.

. [fol. 6862] And on this day also Saint Abba hero da be-

came a msLTtyr. This holy man was from the city of Sebastia?

and he Hved in the days of the persecution of the Christians by

DIOCLETIAN, the infidel; now he was God-fearing from his

youth. One day whilst he was lying upon his bed, and thinking

about God's good pleasure, he said in his heart, "What doth

it profit me to live in this fleeting world? I have heard the

voice of my Lord Jesus Christ, Who saith in the Holy Gospel,

' He who denieth not this world and what is therein is not able

to devote himself to Me' (Matthew xvi, 24). And now, I will

arise, and I will go and pour out my blood for the Name of my

Lord Jesus Christ." And as he was thinking these thoughts in

his heart, behold Saint michael, the [archjangel, came to

him, and said unto him, "Peace be unto thee, O holy and

blessed Abba heroda! Be not afraid, for behold our Lord

Jesus Christ hath prepared for thee a crown and a throne of

glory, in the kingdom of the heavens. I am michael, the

archangel, and I will go with thee to the place of torture, and

no torture whatsoever shall prevail over thy holy flesh." And

when Saint michael had said these things to him, he gave

him the benediction of peace and went up into heaven. And

the blessed Abba heroda went outside his city, a little to the

west, and turning his face towards the east he prayed, saying,

" I beseech Thee, O Father, Sustainer of the universe, and Thee,

Only Son, my Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be praise and all

blessing from my mouth, for to Thee praise is meet, I beseech

Thee to strengthen me so that I may finish [fol. 68 b 3] that which

1 have determined to do for Thee." And having said this he
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went to the governor's Coimcil, and he cried out boldly, saying,

"I am a Christian." And the governor said unto him, "So
thou art a Christian? Where is thy country? Who art thou?

What is thy name? And what is thy nation?" And Saint

Abba h^rodA answered and said unto him, "I am a man of

the city of Sebastia (?) and from the province of benh£sa,
and from my youth I have been a soldier in the service of the

king." And lucianus the governor said unto him, "Art thou

ready to sacrifice to the gods apollo and artemis? If thou

wilt do this I will promote thee, and I will honour thee more
than any other soldier, and I will give thee much money."
And Saint Abba heroda answered and said unto him,

*' O fool,

it is written in the Holy Scriptures thus : Woe be unto the man
whose confidence is in man! and blessed is the man whose
confidence is in God (Psalm xl, 4), and in the Name of the God
of heaven and earth. I will not offer sacrifice to unclean idols,

for my hope is God." And straightway the governor was wroth,

and he commanded his soldiers to scourge him, and to torture

him. And they beat the saint with rods of iron, and with stakes

of the thorn tree, until his blood flowed down on the ground
like water; but the saint suffered no pain whatsoever from these

tortures, for God was with him. And straightway Saint mi-
chael the archangel came down to him from heaven, and he
touched the body of the saint, and healed his wounds, and made
him whole. When the people saw this miracle they believed

on our Lord Jesus Christ, and became martyrs; and they were
in number five hundred men. And when the governor became
tired of torturing him he commanded the soldiers to cut off

his head with the sword. Thereupon the soldiers put a bridle

in his mouth, and they [fol. 6ga i] carried him away to cut off

his head with the sword. And our Lord Jesus Christ appeared
unto him and said unto him, "Peace be unto thee, O blessed

herodA! I am Christ thy God; fear not, for a throne hath
been prepared for thee with the saints in the heavens. Verily I

say unto thee that whosoever shall commemorate thy toil, and
make an offering, and give alms to the poor on the day of thy
commemoration, shall not have one barren animal among his

flocks, and sons shall not be wanting in his house, and Satan
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shall never have any power over any of his works. Or whoso-

ever shall write the history of thy strife and martyrdom, his

name will I write in the Book of Life, and I will destroy the

bond of his debt. I will deliver from all his tribulation the man

who is in tribulation, when he maketh mention of thy name;

and whosoever shall celebrate thy commemoration I will forgive

all his transgressions. My peace shall be with thee." When

our Redeemer had said these things He went up into heaven

with great glory. And Saint Abba heroda rejoiced with a

great joy at the end of his fight, and he turned to the people

who were following him, and said unto them, "If there be

among you a man who feareth God, let him take my body and

lay it up by him ; for a great blessing shall rest upon the place

wherein my body resteth." And straightway he stretched out

his neck, and they cut off his holy head vdth the sword, and he

received'the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens

on the twenty-fifth day of the month of Genbot. And after

seven months his kinsfolk came and took the body of the saint,

and brought it to the city of Sebastia and laid it in a shrine

which they had buHt for it; and through it many signs and

miracles took place, and many sick folk were healed, [fol.

69a 2] Salutation to Abba herod A. Salutation to the thirty

thousand souls who were hacked to pieces with knives, or died

by the sword.

And on this day also are commemorated Saint balanus,

and 'ALONTRAN (ELANTHERius), and ROMANUS, and two

hundred and fifty martyrs, and the Emperor constantine,

and his mother Helena.

And on this day our Lord planted pieces from Joseph's

rod in the place bisos, and they grew and became trees.
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IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint thomas the apostle and martyr, who was

called "didymus," that is to say "Twin," became a martyr,

after he had preached in the country of India and kantarA.

And this saint having arrived in the country of India, made

himself a slave of a certain governor, whose name was lucius;

now that governor was a friend of the king. And he asked

THOMAS, saying, "Tell me what handicraft thou knowest"

And THOMAS said unto him, "I am an architect, and I can

build temples and palaces. I am also a carpenter and I can

make implements for use in the fields, and seats, and other

things [in wood]. I am also a physician, and I can heal the

sick who are smitten with sores.'' [fol. 69^3] And when his

master heard the words of thomas, he was pleased exceedingly,

and said, " I have gotten a slave who will be of use to the king."

And at that time that governor set out to go to the king, and

he left Saint tHoMA s to build in the house. And Saint thomas
began to teach the mistress of the governor the way of God,

and he commanded her to walk in purity, and he made her to

understand the mystery of the Son of God; and she believed

on his words, and many of the men of the house also believed.

And when Thomas's master returned from the king, and saw

Saint THOMAS the apostle, he said unto him, "O v^cked slave,

where is the fine work which thou didst tell me thou wouldst

make for me?" And thomas answered and said unto his

master, "My lord, I have not lied unto thee. As for the temples

and palaces which I have built [for'thee] they are the souls who
have become temples for the King of glory, and the ploughing

implements which I have fashioned for thee are the Holy

Gospels which shall plough up the thorny growth and weeds

of sin. And the medicines, and the means of healing, are the

Holy Mysteries, the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,

which heal those who have been poisoned with the deadly

poison of sin." And when the governor heard this he com-

manded the soldiers to lay him down on the ground, and to tie

B £ S III 59
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his hands and feet together with ropes, and to drag him along

on the lower part of his back, and to tie him by these ropes to

a stake, and to cut off his skin with knives, and to fill the inside

of his body with salt, and vinegar, and the dust of burnt bricks;

and they did as the governor commanded, and the saint endured

all these things with the endurance which was from God. And

when his mistress saw them flaying him from the window of

her house, she fell down straightway, and delivered up her soul

[to God]. And when Lucius knew that [fol. 696 i] his wife

was dead, he was exceedingly sad. And as for Saint thomas,

the apostle, God cooled his wounds and healed his body. And

LUCIUS said unto him, "Behold, my wife hath died through

thee, and if thou wilt raise her up from the dead, I will believe

in thy God." And Saint thomas, the apostle, came to her, and

he laid his skin upon her, saying, "O arson i A, in the Name of

our Lord Jesus Christ, rise up!" And she opened her eyes

straightway, and she rose, and stood up, and did homage to

Saint TH oMA s, the apostle ; and when lu cia

n

u s (sic) saw this,

he believed on our Lord Jesus Christ. And all the men of his

house and all the men of the city believed on our Lord Jesus

Christ, and thomas baptized them in the Name of the Father

and the Son and the Holy Spirit; and he appointed bishops

and priests over them, and built churches for them. And [he

remained] with them for four months, and confirmed them in

the True Faith, and on everyone who was sick, no matter what

the sickness was, he laid his skin, and he became healed straight-

way. Then the saint went forth from them and came to the

city of KONTARiA. And as he was going in he found an old

man weeping bitterly, and the saint said unto him, ''Why dost

thou weep in this manner? " And the old man answered and

said unto hun, " I had three sons whom the king slew for the

sake of their money. And I am in debt to certain men but

have not the wherewithal to pay them. If only one of these

sons had been left to me, he would have helped me to live."

And the saint gave him his skin, and said unto him, ''Lay this

upon thy sons" ; and when the man did as the saint commanded

him, the three sons rose up from the dead straightway. And

this miracle was noised abroad immediately in all the cities.
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[fol. 696 2] And the priests of the idols were filled with wrath,

and they stoned Saint thomas, the apostle, with stones, and

their hands withered. And they all believed on our Lord Jesus

Christ, and the Saint baptized them with Christian baptism,

and he taught them the Law of the Church. And after this

THOMAS went to the city of kenAs, and to the city of MAKi-

donyA, and he preached to the men therein in the Name of

the Lord Jesus Christ. And when the kings and governors

heard about them, they seized him, and shut him up in prison.

Now the king had a wife, and she and many of the people who

were with her came unto the saint secretly, in prison; and he

taught them the way of God, and many believed on his words.

And the king was exceedingly angry because of his wife, but

he could not kill the saint among his people, and therefore he had

him taken outside the city; and he commanded four (?) of his

soldiers to spear him with their spears, and they speared him

until he dehvered up his soul. And the king's son stood by

looking on at them. And when the men of the city knew [this],

they came to deliver thomas from the hands of the soldiers,

and they found that he had delivered up his soul; then they

swathed him for burial and laid him in one of the royal tombs.

Then a Satan leaped upon the king's son, and he fell into an

epileptic fit. And [the servants of the king] came to the body

of Saint thomas, the apostle, to take away a little piece of his

grave clothes, to hang over the body of the king's son. And

when they opened the door of the tomb, they could not find

the body of the saint therein, for God had translated it ; and

they took some of the dust from his tomb in faith, and they

hung it up over the king's son, and he recovered immediately.

And Saint thomas the apostle appeared unto many of the

men of that city, and made them to know that he was [foL

696 3] alive, and that our Lord Jesus Christ had received him,

and he commanded them to be strong in the True Faith, in

the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost.

The FIRST MIRACLE of Saint thomas. There was a certain

God-fearing priest of the country of Egypt who went to the

country of India to trade. And on the twenty-sixth day of the

month of Genbot, which is the night of the festival of Saint

59-2
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THOMAS, the apostle, he saw many people assembling on the

bank of the river, wherein was an island on which Saint Tho-

mas was, and at that moment a mighty wind storm came, and

swept the water away. And all the people set out and went into

the church of Saint thomas, which was on the island, and they

found the verger of the church had died at that very moment;

and they swathed him for burial, and buried him, and they

prayed all that night. And on the following day, which was the

twenty-seventh day of the month of Genbot, and the festival

of Saint thomas, they partook of the Offering. And when the

consecration was over, and the prayer of breaking the bread

was said, they placed the Holy Body of our Lord in the hand of

Saint THOMAS, the apostle, the hand being alive and undecayed,

and the people came one by one to receive the Holy Mysteries

from his hand. And as they were receiving the Offering, there

came a certain man from among the laity to receive, and the

palm of the saint's hand was closed tightly over the Holy Body.

And they all cried out ''Kyrie-eleison*' many times, and they

prayed for a long time, and [then] the palm [fol. 70 a i] of the

saint's hand opened, and administered the Holy Mysteries to

that man, and all the people likewise received the Holy Mysteries

;

and they went out from the church, and returned to their

houses in the peace of God. And at that very moment the

storm of wind returned and brought back the water to its

former place and height ; and this has happened each year and

it happeneth at the present day. Salutation to thomas, who

was prepared to thrust his hand into the wound made by the

spear in the lamb.

[The scribe has omitted nos. 2-6 of the Miracles of

St Thomas. They will be found in the Gadla Hawdrydt, ed.

Budge, Contendings of the Apostles, Oxford, 1899-1901, Vol. 11,

pp. 419-455]

And on this day also are commemorated alphaeus, the

martyr, and zacharias, the anchorite, and Saint 'arsonwa

(arsinoe?), the wife of lucius (or, lucianus), the governor.

Salutation to 'arsonwa (arsino£ ?).
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XXVII. Genb6t

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father, Abba JOHN, the thirtieth

Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This saint was a Christian,

and a good man, and he became a monk in his early years, and

[fol. yoa 2] he fought a strenuous spiritual fight. Then he shut

himself up in a cell, but his knowledge and his excellence became

noised abroad, and they seized him and made him Archbishop

of Alexandria, and during the days of his office he composed

many Homilies. And God exalted the horn of the Church in

the days of this father; now, the emperor who reigned in his

days was anastasius, a believer and a just man. And Saint

Abba SEVER us. Archbishop of the city of Antioch, wrote an

epistle on the True Faith to this father Abba JOHN, wherein

he said, ''Our Lord Christ, our God, after His union, is One

Essence (or, being), without mixture, even according to the

belief of our fathers Abba cyril, and Abba demetrius, and

Abba DioscuRUS.*' And Abba john and all his bishops

received the letter, and thanked God and glorified Him because

of the conversion of the members who were separated, and who
had come into their proper places. Then this father Abba

JOHN wrote an answer to this letter, with words full of the

grace of the True Faith, concerning the unity of the Godhead

of God, One Essence, and concerning the Incarnation of the

Son of God in the nature of man, and how He is one with the

Godhead, without separation, and without mingling, and without

change, and that He is One and not Two. And he anathematized

all those who separate our Lord Christ, or who mix His natures.

And he anathematized all those who say that He Who suffered,

and died, and was crucified for the children of men, was a mere

man, or those who attribute suffering [fol. 70 a 3] to the Divine

Nature. On the contrary, by the True Faith we know that it

was God, the Word, Who suffered for us in the flesh, which He
took from us. And this is the path of the kingdom, and he who
walketh therein shall never go astray, and never stumble. And

imi
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when Abba severus read the Epistle of this Saint Abba
JOHN, he received it with great satisfaction and pleasure, and

he read it publicly in the city of Antioch; and there were peace

and agreement in the city of Alexandria concerning the True

Faith. And this father continued to teach the people and his

flock for eleven years, and he admonished them, and protected

them, and confirmed them in the True Faith, and he died in

peace. Salutation to john who shut himself in his cell, until

they elected him Archbishop of Alexandria.

And on this day also died lazarus, the just man, the brother

of MARY and MARTHA, having been appointed Bishop of the

city of Cyprus, after our Lord rose from the dead. Our Lord

suffered in that week, and this saint followed the Apostles from

that time. After the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, had descended

upon the Apostles, they laid their hands upon him, and made

him Bishop of the city of Cyprus. And he guarded his flock

well, and he sat for forty years and died in peace, [fol. 706 i]

Salutation to lazarus.

XXVIII. Genb6t

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day GtRL6s (cyril ?) and his five and forty sons

became martyrs.

[A certain PAUL and his forty-five sons are according to the

Bodleian ms. to be commemorated on the xxviiith day of

Genbot.]

And on this day they commemorate the honourable fathers

ABRAHAM,iSAAC,andjACOB. SalutationtoG^RLOS (cyril?).

Salutation to Abraham, isaac, and jacob.

And on this day also died Abba macarius (or, mercu-

Rius) of the monastery of Abba PACHOMius. AbbaANTHONY,

r
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the archimandrite of that monastery, saith, "There came unto

me certain monks, sajdng: Behold the departure of Brother

mercurius draweth nigh.'* And I went to him so that I

might receive his blessing, and I found him unconscious (?),

but his soul was not separated from his body. And we sat with

him for three nights without eating, [fol. 706 2] And on the

third day he came to himself, and he drew a breath, and opened

his eyes. When he saw me he said unto me, "Why have ye

gathered together about me?" And we talked about all his

labours, and we asked him to tell us what he had seen, and he

told us how an awe-inspiring man had come to him, and taken

his soul, and had shewn him the torture of sinners, and the

reward of the righteous. Then he lamented over his soul and

turned his face downwards to the earth, and he said unto us,

"Brethren, go ye into the abode of Abba george, of the

desert of harasit, for I heard the angel who was with me
saying, 'Take back mercurius and bring george.'" Now
this GEORGE was always fighting the spiritual fight, in a little

cave in the Desert of Salt, and at length his body shrivelled up,

and when the brethren went they found him dead; and they

brought him to the monastery and buried him there. And this

brother had afflicted his body so heavily with ascetic labours

that he became like dry wood. And then he made an agreement

with me that he should go to the desert, and he said unto me,

"On the fourteenth day of the month of Nahase, come to me
and thou wilt find me." And on the day which he had appointed

to me I went to him, and I found him, and he said unto me,
"I am going to die and to depart to my fathers. And three

oxen shall come to thee, and do thou lift my body on to their

backs, and they shall lead thee to the monastery, by the Will

of God, and bury me by my abode"; and it happened even as

he said, and innumerable signs and wonders were made manifest

at his tomb.

And on this day also died Saint 'ammata krest6s, the

woman who fought the spiritual fight, and rejected the world,
and vanquished the carnal desire, even as [fol. 7063] Abba
DANIEL hath related unto us, saying: When I was living in
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the desert of 'a'ar£f, and was walking about at night by the

light of the moon, I saw the figure of a man sitting on a hill,

and his hair entirely covered his body. And I said in my heart,

I will go and see what this is, and I went close to the figure to

look at it. When it saw me it withdrew into a hollow of the rock,

and straightway I knew that the figure was a man. And I said

unto him, " I entreat thee, O man of God, to come out so that

I may receive thy blessing " ; but he remained silent. And I asked

him to do so again and again, and then he said unto me, "For-

give me, O father, but I cannot come out.'' And I said unto him,

"Why not? " And he said unto me, ''Because I am a woman,

and I am naked." When I heard this I took off the garment

which I had about me and I threw it to her, and she put it on;

and she came out and we prayed. And I said unto her, "Tell

me, O my mother, why thou hast come out here, and how thou

didst find this hollow." And she said unto me, "I was a virgin

in my father's house, and I lived in Jerusalem, and there was

a certain monk who visited me frequently and who held con-

verse with me. And after a few days I went and lived with him.

And I saw him weeping, and confessing his sin before God;

when I knocked he did not open to me, but he continued to

weep and to repent. When I heard him I said in my heart, * Why

do I not weep and repent for my shame and disgrace?' And

I departed quickly to my house, and I put on sackcloth and I

took a basket of beans and a vessel of water, and I prayed at

the tomb of our Lord Jesus Christ, saying, 'O mighty and

powerful God, Who art everlastingly marvellous. Who dost

save those who are destroyed, and dost raise up those who have

fallen, and Who dost hearken unto those who cry imto thee,

send forth Thy compassion and Thy righteousness to save

Thine handmaiden, who doth put her trust in Thee, and visit

Thy wretched handmaiden, [fol. yiai] and accept my repent-

ance, and bless this food and this vessel of water so that they

may last me for the rest of my days, so that my thoughts about

the salvation of my soul may not be brought to nought through

my belly.' And I went to Golgotha, and prayed this prayer,

and I went forth and cast myself upon God, and I came to

Jericho, and I went on until I reached the Red Sea. Thence I
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came into this desert, and I found this hollow in the hill, and

I said, 'This is my habitation, which God hath prepared for

me.' And behold, for eight and thirty years have I dwelt in this

desert, and I have never seen any man save thyself. And this

basket of beans and this vessel of water whereon I live have

neither become exhausted nor diminished during these eight

and thirty years; my apparel became old and worn out, but

this hollow hath taken the place of apparel, and become a

covering for me ; and neither the heat of the sun in summer nor

the cold of the winter have troubled me all my days." After

this she besought me to eat and to drink, and I ate from the

basket, and I drank from the vessel, and their contents were

not diminished, and I gave thanks to God. I wanted to leave

my garment with her, but she refused to accept it, saying,

''Bring me a beautiful one." Then I went to the monastery,

and told the abbot, and he cried out, saying, ''He who hath

two garments let him give one to him that hath none"; and

they brought to him what he wanted. And having taken them

I departed straightway so that I might see 'ammata krestos.

And I toiled very hard in searching for her, but I could not find

her. And after a few [days] certain old men came and said,

"As we were journeying along the road of the Red Sea, in the

Tanitic Desert, we saw a woman sitting by a rock towards

eventide, and we ran so that we might be blessed by her, and

she fled and withdrew into a cave, and we went close to [fol.

71 a 2] the mouth of the cave but could not see her. And we

found a basket of beans and a vessel of water, and we ate, and

the beans came to an end immediately. And we stayed there all

night until the morning, and we searched for the saint, so that

we might be blessed by her, and we found her dead, and her

hair covered her body. And we bowed low, and buried her in

the cave and covered her face with a stone, and we came away

blessing God that He had thought us worthy to find her, and

to bury the blessed saint." When I heard this I knew that she

must be the woman whom I found. And I told the old men

what she had told me, and they glorified God Who had helped

the weak vessel to overcome the Enemy and all his fiends.

Salutation to 'ammata krestos.

ii
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And on this day also the body of the holy and honourable
Abba EPiPHANius arrived in the city of Cyprus. Now this

saint died on the eighteenth (sic) day of the month of Genbot
whilst he was on the ship, and before he arrived at the city of

Cyprus, according to what Saint john, the Mouth of Gold

had prophesied concerning him, that is to say, that he would not

reach his episcopal throne [again]. And having died during the

voyage, they carried him in the ship, and brought him to the

city of Cyprus. And the priests, and all the people, came with

the Book of the Gospels, and crosses, and lamps, and censers,

and incense, and hymns of praises, and psalms, and laments, and

dirges, and they bore along the body of the pure saint, and

finally laid it [fol. 71 a 3] in the church. And the priests wanted

to dig a grave for him in the church, but two deacons, whom
the saint had excommunicated some time before because of

their evil work, opposed their wish, and prevented those who

wished to dig a grave for him from doing so. And the body

remained in the church four days, and did not emit the odour

which dead bodies are wont to emit, but it remained as if the

saint were asleep. And a certain holy deacon rose up, and said

unto the holy body, ''I know that thou enjoyest grace before

God, and that thou art able to overcome all the evil men who

oppose thee
"

; and then he seized the pick and smote the ground

therewith. And behold straightway the two wicked deacons fell

upon their faces on the ground, and they were nigh to die ; and

men carried them into their houses, and they died on the third

day. And the priests swathed the body of the saint with

beautiful and costly cloths, and they anointed it with divers

sweet unguents, and they laid it in a noble stone coffin, and

then they buried him in the church. And there appeared from

out of his body great signs and miracles similar unto those

which he had been wont to perform before his death. Salutation

to the arrival of the body in the city of Cyprus, epi-

PHANIUS.

And on this day also are commemorated Abba sent A, and

'agabos ('argabu ?) the martyrs.
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XXIX. Genb6t

[fol. 7I&1] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is celebrated the festival of the Birth of our

Lord and God and Redeemer, Jesus Christ; the sons of the

Church celebrate it each month, and beg for mercy and forgive-

ness for their sins. Salutation to Thy Birth, O our Lord.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba simon, of

the monastery of Antioch. The name of the father of this saint

was JOHN, and the name of his mother was martha, and

through him signs and wonders took place. Thus before his

mother conceived him. Saint john the Baptist came to her in

a dream, and told her about the birth of this john, and he

revealed unto her what would happen to him. And having been

born, and his days being six years, simon departed to the

monastery of Antioch, and brought himself under the yoke of

the monastic life; and he became an ascetic and fought a

strenuous spiritual fight. And the angels appeared unto him,

when he was asleep, on several nights, and taught him how to

fight the spiritual fight, even as they had taught [fol. 7162]

Abba PACHOMius. And they revealed to this saint the work

which cannot be destroyed, and the strife of the monastic life,

and they gave him strength, and this saint fought a sublime

and superhuman fiight, for did not the angels bring unto him

spiritual food at all times? And after very great strife, he went

up on a pillar [and lived there] for seven years, and then he

went to a larger (higher?) pillar and stood on it for eight years.

Then he departed to a mountain and lived in it for twenty

years inside [a house] of stones which he made for himself,

and he did not go outside it until the end of the twenty years.

Then he went up on the top of a large (high?) pillar, and he

stood up on the front of it for five and forty years; and all the

days of his life were five and eighty years. [He lived] in his

father's house for six years, and nine and seventy years he

passed in the spiritual fight. As for his miracles, who can
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describe them? Now many of his miracles are written in the

story of his strife. And this father composed many Homilies

and Admonitions, and Sayings which are profitable for the

monastic life, and for the salvation of the soul ; and he translated

(or, expounded) many of the Books of the Church, and died in

peace. Salutation to simon whose life, before he was conceived

was foretold by john the Baptist.

And on this day also are commemorated [fol. 7163] Abba
'AFst, and Abba gubA, who were of the ninety (sic) saints

of 'engelgA, and isaac, the monk, and the death of Alex-
ander the king, the son of philip.

XXX. Genb6t

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the pure and holy father Abba Michael,
the sixty-eighth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This

father was a learned man, and he studied the Books of the

Church from his early years, and many of them he knew by

heart. And his pure soul desired to fight the spiritual fight

under the divine rule of the monastic life, and to become a

soldier of God from his early years. And he went to the desert

of SCETE and dwelt near the monastery of Saint Abba mac-

ARius for many years, and he was made a priest. And after

this he went to the city of sengAr of the country of Egypt,

and he shut himself up in a cell for a period of forty years, and

considerably more, and he fought a great spiritual fight in that

ceU. And the fame of him, and of his virtues, and his righteous-

ness and knowledge, became noised abroad, and the bishops

and the elders of the people agreed together and they seized

him and made him Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. And

in his archiepiscopal office he walked in the right way in purity,

and he rejected all worldly possessions, and he did not possess

himself of a single dirham or of a single dinar. Of the stipend,

which came to him as his due, he expended a little on his own
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maintenance, and the rest [fol. 72 a i] he gave to the poor, and

the needy, and the destitute. And he had made at his own

expense objects for sacred use in the churches and many books.

And he read the Scriptures frequently to the people, and he

admonished them once each day from the Scriptures and once

by his own mouth. And having ended his good course God

wished him to rest from the toil of this world, and to receive

the crown of life in the kingdom of the heavens, and He brought

upon him sickness for a day and a night, and he never spoke

again. And when he was dying he glorified God, and he made

the sign of the Honourable Cross over his face, and delivered

his soul into the hand of God for ever. And all the days of his

life were ninety years and eight months, [fol. 72 a 2] Salutation

to MICHAEL.

And on this day also died the Apostle sisticorus (or,

k6r6s= CYRUS ?), one of the Seventy-two disciples. This

holy man followed our Lord Jesus Christ for a period of three

years, and after the Ascension of our Lord he followed the

holy apostles. And he was filled with the gift of the Holy

Spirit, and he followed Saint paul the apostle, and carried his

Epistles to many cities, and he taught many Jews and Gentiles,

and baptized them with Christian baptism, and he went into

their synagogues in the countries of the East. And great

tribulation and sorrow came upon this saint, and then he died

in peace.

And on this day also died Saint 'arwA, a fighter of the

spiritual fight, and a conqueror of the desire of the flesh, an

Israelitish woman And there was a certain man in Israel

who had many possessions, and he had a wife whose name was

'arwA, and there was no woman like unto her for grace and

beauty in those days. And her husband departed on his business

to a far country, and he commanded his brother to take care

for the ruling of his house. And his brother came and said

unto 'arwA, ''I have loved thee for years, but I have been

afraid [to shew] my love for thee because of thy husband;

but now he hath departed, and is far away, I want to lie with

liii >«»
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thee." And 'arwA said unto him, "Even if my husband hath
departed, and is far away, is God far away? Even if my husband
cannot see me, God can see me from heaven." And he went
forth from her, and a devil met him [and said unto him...]

"Get thee back to her, and I will perform all thy desire for

thee." And he went back to her and said unto her, "Wilt thou

consider [this]? If thou wilt lie with me I will treat thee well,

but if thou refusest me I will bring upon thee a beating." And
'arwa said unto him, "What canst thou bring upon me?"
And the man said unto her, " I will set up against thee a witness

from among the nobles of Israel." And she said unto him, [fol.

72a 3] "For what reason wilt thou set up [this] witness against

me?" And he said imto her, "Because thou hast married

another man." And 'arwa said unto him, "I will not lie with

thee. Thou art my husband's brother. Say what thou wishest,

but God will deliver me from thy hand." And when she refused

him, he went on the following day to the governor, and to the

people, and they all gathered together, and he said unto them,

"The wife of my brother has married another man whilst her

husband is away travelling." And they brought out 'arwa,

and set up witnesses, and the brother said unto them, "Did ye

see her lying with a man?" And certain false witnesses said,

"We saw her lying with a man." And the governor commanded

them to bring her outside [the city], and they dragged her by the

neck of her garment. And the governor and the people stoned

her with stones, and the blood ran down from her face, and she

died, and they buried her because of her beauty. Now formerly

the children of Israel would not bury the dead body of a person

whom they had stoned, but this woman they buried. And a

certain Egyptian merchant came that way with five loaded

camels, and he heard a voice in that grave, and he went to look

at the grave, and he found 'arwa lying in the grave, and her

face was shining like the sun. And when she saw him she gave

him her hand, and she said unto him; "Lift me up, and give

me water to drink." And he lifted her up, and gave her water

to drink; and he took her to his abode, and had a physician

brought, and the physician healed her, and she became very

much stronger than before. And the Egyptian loved her, and
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said unto her, " Come, lie with me." And 'arwA said unto him,

"Fear God and love thyself. Dost thou never think about the

day of Judgement, and the end of the world? I will not lie

with thee. Why should I wrong my husband?" And the

Egyptian left her, and went out. And the slave of the Egyptian,

a Hebrew, came and said unto her, "I want to marry thee."

And 'ARwA said unto him, "Get thee gone from me, dog that

thou art!" And the Hebrew departed from her. And the

Egyptian had a boy, an only son, and he had no other child,

[fol. y2b i] and the Hebrew, the slave of the Egyptian, killed

the boy with a hatchet, and carried the body to the place where

'ARWA slept, and laid it down by her, and he placed the hatchet

within reach of the grasp of her hand. Now the Hebrew wished

to kill 'arwa because she had refused to lie with him. When

the mother of the child woke up, she missed her son, and wishing

to give the child suck she searched for him and found him dead

by the bed of 'arwA, whom the Hebrew made out to have

committed the deed; and 'arwA herself lay there sleeping.

And the mother of the child came out, and wept with a loud

voice, and all the people assembled, and came to 'arwA. And

the Egyptian said unto her, "Why hast thou done evil to me
and killed my son? I saved thee from death and raised thee up

from the grave." And 'arwA said unto the Egyptian, "Thou

didst entreat me well, and didst raise me up from the grave.

Why should I kill thy son in return for the good which thou

didst do me. Was it evil that I wished thee when some time ago

thou didst ask me to let thee marry me? Nay, I refused because

I feared God. Shall I commit a greater sin and kill a soul? I

have not killed thy son." And the Egyptian said unto her,

" Get thee out, and begone from me "
; and she went out. And

he gave her one hundred dinars wherewith to maintain herself,

and he said unto her, "Begone, for I cannot contain myself in

this matter; I know [not] what hath come upon me"; and she

departed. And as she was going along she came to a city where

she saw a man being hanged on a tree, and she said unto those

who were hanging him up, " Why are ye hanging that man? " And
they said unto her, "Because he hath carried off our money";
and she said unto them, "How much money hath he taken?

"

1
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And they said unto her, "One hundred dinars''; and she gave

them the money, and said unto them, "Take him down from

his cross." And the man from the cross went and said unto

[his creditor], "Who paid thee my debt of one hundred dinars

and redeemed me?" [And his father said unto him], "I thy

father did not redeem thee, but a woman, a widow, redeemed

thee." And the young man went and followed 'arwa, and he

found her, and said unto her, "What beauty! I wish to lie

with thee." [fol.7262] And 'arwa said unto him, "I have

delivered thee from the fire of earth, and thou wishest to bring

me into that which is in the heavens, and thou dost not counsel

me for good"; and when he saw that she feared God he left

her. And he went to several of the men on a ship in the sea,

and he called them and said unto them, "There is a hand-

maiden which I will buy vdth all my money, and I will sell

her to you if ye will pay me my price"; now he had seen

'arwa, and her beauty, and her pleasing face. And there was

a certain man there wdth much gold, that is to say one hundred

dinars, and the man whom 'arwa had redeemed from hanging

sold her to that man vidth the money. And the man who bought

her made her to embark in a ship, and he loved her, and wanted

to lie with her; and he took her hand. And the sun became

dark, and the wmds blew v^th great violence, and the waves

rose up, and were about to sink the ship. And all those who

were in the ship cried out, and they wept, and prayed to God.

And 'ARWA said, "Thanks be to God, He who putteth his

trust in God shall not die, and he who believeth in Him shaU

not perish." And 'arwa said unto those who were in the ship,

" O ye who didst buy me wrongfully ! O ye who didst sell me

wrongfully ! I am not a handmaiden, but a woman who is her

own mistress. If ye will do what I tell you I wiU pray to God

to guide you out of this tribulation"; and they said, "We will

do what thou tellest us to do." And she said unto them, "This

man who sold me did so because I would not let him he

with me; this is an act which God doth not desire." And all

the men brought out money, ten thousand dinars, and they gave

it to the man who had bought her, and he set her free. And

'ARWA prayed to God, and the storm died down, and the wmds

stood still, and there was a complete calm. And they all loved

her and wanted to fall upon her, and [each] of them said, " I, I."

Then straightway there came a mighty wind which broke their

ship in pieces, and they were all scattered about in the sea and

they sank; and all their money was left with her. And she made

pantaloons, and oiled herself (?) like a man, and she arrayed her-

self in her apparel, and departed in a ship. And she came to a

large island, and a city of men, [fol. 72b 3] in the midst of the

sea, and she went on and came at length to the king. Now

when the king saw 'arwA, he thought that she was a young

man, whose beard had not yet sprouted. And she said unto the

king! "Behold, my money is much, there is a ship full [thereof].

Those who owned it have perished, and sunk in the sea, and as

thou seest, I am left alone, a weak woman ; and all the money

which they left is wdth me in my hand. I am afraid that I shall

be destroyed, and I wish thee to take charge of it. I will write

a letter, and will send to the men belonging to the house of

each of the dead men, and then their kinsfolk can come and

take the money [from thee], each man taking what is his."

And when the king saw that she had not stolen their money,

and that she was beautiful ... he took all the money. And the

fear of God came upon 'arwA, and God heard her petition,

and many sick persons were healed by her prayers. And she

went to the sea-shore, and entered a cave and lived [there]

praying to God. And the king of that island fell sick, and came

[nigh unto] death. And all the people gathered together and

went to him, and they said unto him, "Behold, thou art going

to die; who wilt thou appoint to be king after thee? " And he

answered and said unto them, "There is a young man who

brought me much money in a ship, and him do I appoint to

be king over you after me " ; and they were all pleased, and they

said, "He shall reign after thee." And they finished their

business, and the king died. After this they made 'arwA to

reign over them, and they believed her to be a young man, and

she was worthy to reign, and love for the kingdom entered into

her heart. And again she thought in her heart, saying, "The

kingdom will make me to be remote from God," and she wanted

to refuse [to reign] over them. And she gathered the people
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together, [fol. 98a i] and said unto them, "Those among you
who have daughters, or sisters, adorn them with gold, and array

them in raiment of fine Hnen, and precious stones, and brin^

them hither to me ; and the maiden among them whom I shall

choose shall be my wife." And they all brought their sisters and
their daughters before her, even as she commanded them, and

they were all adorned with gold and gems, and they set them

before 'arwa; and the mothers went forth leaving their daugh-

ters with her. And 'arwa stripped off her apparel, and stood

up naked before the maidens ; and when they saw that she was

a very beautiful woman, they marvelled and held their peace.

Then they said, "We have never seen any woman like unto this

among any people." And *arwa said unto the maidens, "Go

ye and tell your fathers, and say unto them. Do ye decree that

an old woman shall sit upon the throne of your kingdom?"

And the people said, "We are well pleased that she shall reign,

and that she shall not marry a man, and that she shall not

assume the apparel of a man ; we are well pleased that she shall

reign." But she refused to do so, and went back to her cave.

And the report of her was heard in every coimtry in those days,

and of how she prayed to God, and healed the sick by her

prayer. And after many days the husband of 'arwA came from

afar into his house. Now he was silly, and blind and a paralytic,

and he found there his brother, and he said unto him, "What

hast thou done with my wife 'arwA?" And his brother

said unto him, "We found thy wife lying with a man, and we

stoned her and killed her"; and the husband of 'arwa was

silent. And after many days he heard the report of how she

used to heal the sick by her prayers. And the husband of

'arwA went to his brother, and entreated him, saying, "There

is a woman on a certain island who healeth the sick by her

prayers, and God heareth her prayer; take me thither." And

his brother said unto him, "Hast thou sLength enough to

travel thither?" And the husband of 'arwa [fol. 98^2] said

unto him, "Let us go, peradventure God will be merciful unto

us"; and the two of them set out together. And they met the

young man whom 'arwa had redeemed with one [hundred]

dinars. (Now he had become blind), and also the Hebrew slave.
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who had slain the son of his mistress, and had thrust the hatchet

into the hand of 'arwA, and who was then leading his master

the Egyptian, (who was ill and bUnd). And the young man

whom 'ARwA had saved from his cross was leading his father,

and the brother of her husband, who had stoned her with stones,

was leading his brother, the husband of 'arwA. And they all

arrived before her, and came into her presence, and 'arwA

knew them all, but they did not know her; and she went back

into her cave and then returned to them. And her husband

said unto her, "Behold, I will give thee all the money thou

wishest; heal me." And she said unto him, "I do not take

money from sick people, but I v^dll take it from thee
;
there is

much sin with thy brother, let him describe everything which he

hath done." And the husband of 'arwA said unto [his brother],

"This woman speaketh well; confess all thy sin." And the

brother of 'arwA's husband said unto him, "I visited thy

wife, and asked her to let me lie with her and she refused me.

And I set up four lying witnesses against her, and I made the

people stone her with stones, and I killed her." And 'arwA's

husband said unto him, "Thou didst entreat her evilly in killing

my wife. We had the same father and the same mother, and as

for what is passed, what can I do? Let it be forgiven thee."

And 'ARwA prayed to God, and her husband's eyes were

opened, and his feet set free, and the whole body of the man

whose brother had killed 'arwA was made whole. Then the

father of the young man whom she had saved from crucifixion

said unto her, "My son hath become blind; pray to God on his

behalf." And 'arwA said unto him, "Thy son hath [com-

mitted] many sins; [fol. 98^3] let thy son confess the sins

which he hath committed, and I will pray [for him]." And the

blind man said, "Thou sayest well; I will confess my sins. A
certain woman was journeying along the road, and she found

me hung on a tree, and she redeemed me for one hundred

dinars. And I loved her and I wanted to lie with her, and she

refused to let me. And I saw certain idle seamen on a ship, and

I called them and sold her to them for ten thousand dinars.

And as soon as I came away from them, my eyes went blind,

and the dinars turned into stones." And 'arwA said unto the
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young man before his father, "Thou art a liar [by nature], but
God hath now made thee to speak openly''; and she prayed to
God, and he was made whole, and his eyes were opened. And
then came the Egyptian, the master of the Hebrew slave, and
he said unto 'arwa, "Thou seest that my slave is blind; pray
to God that He may heal him." Now the Egyptian did not
know that 'arwa was the woman whom he had lifted up out

of the grave. And 'arwa said unto him, "His sin is great, and
therefore he is blind and sick; let him now confess everything
which he hath done and I will pray for him." And his master
said unto the Hebrew, "Tell thy transgressions, and if thou wilt

not tell them, I will leave thee here and return (?) to my country."

And the Hebrew said to his master, "An Israelitish woman
sojourned with us, and I asked her that I might lie with her,

and she refused me. And I killed thy son, and took him to her

whilst she was sleeping, and I laid him down by her, and I

thrust the hatchet into her hand, and I wished thee to kill her

because she would not let me lie with her." And having con-

fessed his sin, 'arwa prayed to God and the man was healed

straightway. Now there were men of that island, and others,

near her, and when their business was finished they returned

to their district. And her husband was left alone with her,

and she drew nigh unto him and said unto him, " Thy wife,

of whom thou speakest, was she like me?" And her husband
answered and said unto her, "Thy nose, and eyebrows, and
eyes resemble [fol. gSb i] hers, and if she were not dead

and buried I could imagine that thou wert she, and would
grasp thee with my hands and carry thee off." And she

said, "I am indeed thy wife 'arwa, whom they pimished
wrongfully, and who was killed, and sold as a slave for thy

sake. For thy sake I endured the sun, and the cold, and the

heat, and for thy sake I travelled over sea and land"; and
when she had told him this they were silent, and both of

them wept. And after this he asked her that he might he with

her, and she refused, and said unto him, "I cannot do it at

this moment; I will wash and come to thee." And she rose

up, and went to her cave and washed, and then came out.

And having dressed herself in clean apparel, she prayed to

NINTH MONTH—GENB6t (MAY 6-JUNE 4) 953

God, saying,
" If Thou lovest me receive my soul, and let me

not lie again with a man "
; and she bowed low and died. And

her husband came in and found her dead, and he buried her.

Salutation to 'arwA.

And on this day also is commemorated d!mad!s the

martyr.

End of Volume III,



tip"

CAMBRIDGE: PRINTED BY
W. LEWIS, M.A.,

AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESS

II

<* I



i

\



Sl{!llI2!ft"'''VERSfTY

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

This book is due on the date indicated below, or at the

expiration of a definite period after the date of borrowing, as

provided by the library rules or by special arrangement with

the Librarian in charge.

DATE BORROWED DATE DUE DATE BORROWED DATE DUE

-

•

Ca8(846)M25

Butler
T)890

1

.fv^^

^'

B86
Vol.3

oti^' n \m















THE
BOOK OF THE SAINTS

OF THE ETHIOPIAN CHURCH

IN FOUR VOLUMES
VOLUME FOUR



Cambridge University Press

Fetter Lane, London

New Tork

Bomiay, Calcutta, Madras

Toronto

Macmillan

Tokyo

Manizen-Kabushiki-Kaisha

All rights reserved

Wbt iStemotp ot



Three hundred copies only of this

work have been printed: of these

two hundred andfifty are for sale

THE
BOOK OF THE SAINTS

OF THE ETHIOPIAN CHURCH
A translation of the Ethiopic Synaxariiim

made from the manuscripts Oriental

660 and 661 in the British

Museum

by

SIR E. A. WALLIS BUDGE, E^

M.A. andLitt.D. Cambridge, M.A. andD.L'ttt. Oxford,

Lit.D. Durham, F.S.A. Sometime Keeper of

the Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities

in the British Museum.

Star of Ethiopia,

yd class

Volume IV

San^ liamle Nahasse P^uem^n

(June 5—September 7)

CAMBRIDGE
AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESS

MCMXXVIII



ii

CONTENTS

Volume IV

The Saints commemorated in the month of Sane page 955

The Saints commemorated in the month of Haml6 . 1049

The Saints commemorated in the month of Nahasse . 1177

Index
^^89

PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN



Ill

!!ii

LIST OF THE SAINTS AND MARTYRS, AND

EVENTS COMMEMORATED DURING THE MONTHS

OF san£, haml£, naijassE and pagu£m£n

DAY
I

n

m

IV

VI

VII

VIII

SANfe

Consecration of the church ofLAVENTlUSin Syria.

JOSEPH and ASENATH.
THOMAS the martyr, Archbishop of Alexandna.

cosMASof tAha.
^ ^ , t. J J- i.^^

b!fAm6n and the consecration of the church dedicated

to him.

JOHN the Baptist.

KtRL6s, 'AKiLTUS and QUESTUS.

MARTHA of CAIRO.
GORION and HILARION.

sAnusi of BALKIM, and MARIA and the sorcerer.

JOHN of HERAKLEIA.
BIFAmON and 'AZENHAS.
'AKRONius and dimunAsIa.
'amoni and minA.
SOPHIA and ammonius.

JACOB from the East.

'EBS6Y0f b6hA.
BiFAM6N, MERCURIUS, fSG, feBLAG, ISAAC and

ABLARIUS.
MARK the martyr, who was drowned.

THEODORE, an Alexandrian monk.

Two companies of forty martyrs and GABRA KRESTOS,

a monk.
EUSAPHius, tAmAn, HARwAcand BACCHUS, officers

of ESN A.

EUMENIUS, Archbishop of Alexandria.

SOPHIA and her three daughters.

'ABASKiRdN of KALEN.
The 1600 (var. 18,000) men who were martyred by HER-

MINIUS. ,,,...
The re-opening of the church of MARY the Virgin m CAIRO

A.D. 1304.

The consecration of the church of the Bath at HELIO-
POLIS.

A company of 1002 martyrs.
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DAY
VIII

IX

XI

xn

XIII

XIV

XV

XVI

XVII

xvin

XIX

SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING SANfe

Abba 'atkAron and EULOGIUS.
TAMADA and her sons.

HERMINIUS and his mother.

SAMUEL the prophet.

LUCIANUS and four other martyrs.

JOHN the bishop, and 'ARKOLA the bishop.

SOPHIA and her daughters dabamon and bastAm6n.
'AKLfeMOS, NA'ON and YAWSfeK.
The Edict of Constantine ordering the churches to be re-

opened.

CLAUDIUS, nephew of NUMERIANUS.
The consecration of the church of the Forty soldier martyrs.

MICHAEL the archangel.

EUPHEMIA, who conquered MASTEMA (the Devil).

JUSTUS, Archbishop of Alexandria.

CYRIL, Archbishop of Alexandria.

lAlibala, King of Ethiopia.

JOHN, Bishop of Jerusalem.

GABRIEL the archangel.

CAINAN.
'abulAg and 200 martyrs.

mAtyAn.
'AKRA, JOHN, PTOLEMY and PHILIP of DAMANHlJrR.

Consecration of the church of St MlNAsin MAREOTIS.
GABRA KRfeSTOS the deacon.

'abunAfer (or, Abba nAfer), the first ascetic in

Upper Egypt.
The "dwellers on the sand," i.e. the monks.
iyAsus-buruk.
The vision of JOSEPH concerning the flight to Egypt.

latsun of b£hn£sA.
palAmon the anchorite.

garimA.
'AKUOR^N, PALAmON, BARTHOLOMEW, ALEXAN-

DRA and ALEXANDER, the martyrs.
JOSEPH and 'ars£mA.
DAMIANUS, Archbishop of Alexandria.
ISIDORE the martyr.

GEORGE, son of BALAW.
b£s6y-n6b of bAnos.
'ARSONOPHis, PETER, 'ascarion. 'arengis and

b£lfey6s.
The Fathers of dabra kuA'At.

DAY
XX

XXI

XXII

XXIII

XXIV

XXV

XXVI

XXVII

XXVIII

XXIX

XXX

saints commemorated during SANfe xi

EL I SHA the prophet.

'arsAstAl and MfnAs of busAr.

The Virgin MARY.
TIMOTHY of CAIRO.
THOMAS, the worker of miracles.

kerdyAnos, Archbishop of Alexandria.

The boiling of ME RON.
The finding of the bones of STEPHEN.

COSMAS and DAMIANUS.
PAUL the simple.

SOLOMON, son of DAVID of Israel.

NOB the confessor.

mark6rA, THOMAS and philip.

MOSES the Black.

J UDE the apostle.

PETER, Archbishop of Alexandria.

PILATE the confessor.

PETER and PAUL.

GABRIEL the archangel.

JOSHUA, the son of NUN.

ANAN IA S the apostle.

THOMAS of sandalAt, and his fellow martyrs.

A company of four and twenty martyrs.

mAmAs, silAs and lazarus the beggar.

THEODOSIUS, Archbishop of Alexandria.

basil and BIFANTIUS.
Consecration of the church of TIMOTHY at DAMANHUR.
ABRAHAM, ISAAC and JACOB.

The Nativity of Christ. ^ ^

The Nine (?) monks of DABRA tona: basadi, COTO-
Lus, 'ardAmA, muse, 'esey, nikAles, kal,

bAsodisA, and cotolus (?), and 130 feUow

martyrs.

HOR and Bfesoi, and their mother DAYDARA.
MARK the emperor (sic).

THEODORE, son of the Lion.

The Birth of J OHN the Baptist.

MARTHA, MARY and GABRA KRfeSTOS.

g£rAn the Indian.
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DAY
I

II

III

IV

III

i

SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING HAMLfe

HAMLfe

CEPHRONIA the virgin.

KALYOS, Archbishop of R6m^, BARTHOLOMEW and

GABRA MADKHAN.
BfeYUS and BENJAMIN.
'ANAGETvds the archbishop.

A miracle of THOMAS in India.

THADDEUS the apostle.

CYRIL, Archbishop of Alexandria.

The Cherubim and Seraphim and the Holy Angels.

COELESTINUS, Archbishop of R6m^.

The translation of the bodies of 'abukIr and JOHN.
ZEPHANIAH the prophet.

The Twelve Minor Prophets.

All the Prophets of Israel.

V PETER and PAUL.
CAUSTUS and 'AKROSIA.
AGRIPPA, ANESTIA, Di^lWERES, kArIA, 'AKRAmA,

'akrabania, 'akestiana and the wife of alta-
BIUS.

The Seventy-two disciples.

SAKu £' E L the archangel.

MASKAL KABRA.
MARCELLUS, a disciple of PAUL.

VI EZRABfeHER.
A A I A

SUTU EL.
SATURNINA of Jerusalem.

OLYMPIUS, sumamed PAUL.
BARTHOLOMEW of ROSETTA, and 1070 martyrs.
CLAUDIAN the archbishop.

THEODOSIA and twelve women.

VII s iN6 D A, the Archimandrite of AKHM i M.
MACCABAEUS of the desert of hur.
IGNATIUS, Archbishop of Rome.
GEORGE the priest.

VIII BfesdYof SCETE.
'aberokh and 'at6m.
BELANt of bArL
AbbaMEsA'tL.
feSDROS, PETER, his wife and son, and 49 slaves.
BiMAof b£h£nsA.
K i R6 s of Upper Egypt.
The 15 martyrs who suffered with Abba n6b.

DAY
VIII

IX

XI

XII

XIII

XIV

XV

XVI

XVII

XVIII

XIX

SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING HAMLfe xiu

pAwLiof tAmwA.
CLEOPAS and theonA, a virgin.

NATHANIEL.
CLAUDIANUS, Archbishop of Alexandria.

besn£dA, who stood in a well of water.

THEODORE, Bishop of PENTAPOLIS, LUCIANUS and

dagnAnius.
Abba KHfeLYAN (or, g6lyAn).
mAr matrA and Andrew, Bishop of kefalA.
Consecration of a church dedicated toSERGIUSin Egypt.

Abba t si and fifty-nine fellow martyrs.

JOHN and SIMON of SERMALAK.
ISAIAH of SCETE.
GABRIEL, Archbishop of Alexandria.

St MICHAEL, who slew 185,000 Ot SENNACHERIB'S
soldiers.

HOR and 127 men and 20 women who were martyred.

BASENDIUS, Bishop of COPTOS.
AMMONofTUH.
Consecration of the church of BE SOY.

'abr6k6ny6s of Jerusalem.

MACARIUS the Great and ammonius.

EPHRAIM the Syrian.

kharay6n, FERt-MENAT6s, and 45 martyrs.

CYRIACUS and FRUMENTIUS.
The miracle wrought by PETER and PAUL in R6m6.

JOHN of the Gospel of Gold.

SHARDA HAWAryAT.

JONAH'S exit from the whale.

EUPHEMIA.
BfeDiL, ZACHARIAS, AULENIUS, mARAT and ISI-

DORE.
Ayna sahay, NiRON, gIdA, 'awA and aa.

The finding of the bones of JUSTUS.
ANDREAS, Archimandrite of DABRA Lf bAn6s.

JAMES, Bishop of Jerusalem.

ATHANASIUS of CLYSMA.
'EDR6NAandT0BIA.
The 9000 soldiers of Antioch who served under ISIDORE

and ANDRONICUS.

The martyrs of 'esnA: dIlAj, sAres, KHARmAn,
yAnufA and sentonita.
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DAY
XIX

m

XX

XXI

I

xxu

XXIII

XXIV

XXV

SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING HAMLi

EUSAPHIUS, TAMAN, HARWAG and BACCHUS.

An old bed-ridden woman.
SURUFAS, ANTICHIUSand MASHADRE.
AMMONIUS the bishop.

CYRIACUS and JULITTA.
MAT

L

An, a physician.

ISAAC. , ,

BATRABO, MACARIUS of FALGA HALIB and MOSES
of SHOKI.

ABEL, son of TAKLA HAYMANOT.

THEODORE the Great.

HAn n A, mother of the Virgin MARY.
THEOCYTUS, TIMOTHY, Archbishop of Alexandria, and

MOSES.
JULITTA and CYRIACUS and 440 martyrs.

GABRA lYASUS and THEKLA.

The Virgin MARY.
SUSENIUS the eunuch.

Birth of EUSTATHIUS.
LAWA-KRESTOS.
URIEL the archangel.

BASALOTA MIKA'EL.
OYORANOS.
MACARIUS, the son of BASILIDES.
LEONTIUS of TRIPOLI.
MARKOLOS and LONGINUS.

MARINA of Antioch.

LONGINUS, a Cappadocian Greek.

'ABTLEMANOS of SHOKA.

n6b of NEKHISA.
TAKLA 'ADONAYA and TAWALDA MADKHAN.
The company of martyrs of NOB, 14,084 (var. 19,084).

SIMON, Archbishop of Alexandria.

The dedication of the church ofMERCURlUSinCAiRO,
The ascension of EN o C H.

ZA-IYAsUS of DABRA LIBAnOS.
THECLA, a disciple of PAUL.
'andonin of bAnA.
ISAAC the gardener.

liyAryA of l£md£yA.
THECLA and MUGI.
KARAZUN of bAnwAn.
A company of 7300 (var. 76,000) martyrs.
ladimAdyOs the Syrian.

SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING NAHASSfe XV

DAY
XXV

XXVI

XXVII

XXVIII

XXIX

XXX

II

III

IV

'atrAbius, successor of pachomius.
•

JOSEPH the carpenter.

TIMOTHY, Archbishop of Alexandria.

Abba SALAm A, Bishop of Ethiopia.

Abba r6ys.
SAMUEL and ZACHARIAS.

AMMONOf TARNUT.
The vision of ezekiel.
Dedication of the church of St JOHN in Alexandria.

Translation of the body of SIMON to SCETE.
The death of SET H.

bifAmomCn.
MASKAL KABRA.
ANDRONICUS and ATHANASIA of Antioch.

ABRAHAM, ISAAC and JACOB.
PHILIP of DABRA LIBAnOs.

The Nativity of Christ.

Translation of the body of THADDEUS from Syna to

Constantinople.

WAR£stefA.
MERCURius and ephraim.
Translation of the body of TIMOTHY the Archbishop

from CAIRO to SCETE.
PAUL the monk.
Dedication of the church of SURIEL in Constantinople.

ANDREW the apostle, and MATTHEW.

NAHASSfe

'ABdLi, son of JUSTUS.
HANNAH, mother of MARY, and HANNAH, mother of

SAMUEL.
The Virgins Faith, Hope and Charity.

JOSEPH and NICODEMUS.
ATHANASIA of MANUF.
DEM INA and her brother.

EUPRAXIA.
SIMON Stylites.

SOPHIA of R6m§.
MERCURIUS.
HEZEKIAH the prophet.

DAVID and his brethren and PHILIP of sfeNGfeRA.

MATTHEW the anchorite.

It



XVI SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING NAHASSfe

DAY
V ABRAHAM the second.

JOHN, a soldier of JULIAN.
PHILIP of DABRABizAN.

VI J u sTA of Caesarea.

Abba wisA (b^sa).

MARY MAGDALAwiT.
TAKLA m!kA'EL.
TAKLA ivAsUS.
JULIA.

VII GA B R I E L the archangel.

AARON, brother of MOSES.
PETER the apostle.

TIMOTHY, Archbishop of Alexandria.

JOSEPH, son of RACHEL.
nA'od, King of Ethiopia.

vin LAZARUS and salome and their seven children: 'an'1-

m6, antonitus, 'ozyA, lazarus, 'asyonA,
sfeMUNA and marcolus.

AMMON.
JOHN, Abbot of DABRA LIBAnOs.

IX 'oRfof satAnuf.
PILATE (?) the archbishop.

X matrA.
CHRISTOPHER.
BIKAbos and JOHN.
The Lawgivers and EvangeUsts.

A company of 3220 men and two women.

XI The 300 martyrs of Antioch.

MYSIS, Bishop of 'AWSiM.
PTOLEMY of Upper MANUF.

XII MICHAEL the archangel.

Beginning of the reign ofcONSTANTINE.
BASILIDES and 2000 martyrs.

XIII The Transfiguration on Mount Tabor (DABRA TfeLUL).
SAFRIrA, daughter of MOSES.
Abba gAly6n.
BENJAMIN, who was caught up in the body to heaven.

XIV SIMON and JOHN FEKRU.
The miracle ofTHEOPHlLUS, Archbishop of Alexandria.
DAMIATES, who Wcis stoned to death.
BASILICUS.

XV CHRISTINA, a virgin.

SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING NAHASSt Xvli

DAY
XV

XVI

XVII

XVIII

XIX

XX

XXI

XXII

XXIII

XXIV

XXV

XXVI

XXVII

XXVIII

The coming of the Apostles to the Virgin MARY before her

death.

MAr!nA the virgin.

LAURENTIUS.
The ascension of MARY into heaven.

The translation of the body of St GEORGE from Persia to

Lydda.
GEGAr, the governor of Syria, who befriended the Virgin.

'ENTAwosof Damascus, and 'akrAtes his brother.

JAMES of MANUG.
ALEXANDER, Archbishop of Alexandria.

JUSTINUS, who dwelt on a mountain.

The translation of the body ofMACARIUStosCETE.
PHINEHAS.
Abba SALAm A, the interpreter.

JAMES the pure.

The Seven Sleepers: MAXIMANUS, tAmukigros,
MARDIMUS, JOHN, CONSTANTINE, ANTONIUS
and DiONYSius.

The Virgin MARY.
IRENE, daughter of King LUCIANUS.

M I CAH the prophet.

A company of 3000 (var. 30,000) martyrs of Alexandria.

DAM IAN US of Antioch.

MARY, daughter of ABRAHAM.
ABRAHAM, the friend of God.

TAKLA HAYMANOTof SHOA.
THOMAS, Bishop of MAR'AS.
A company of 9000 (var. 90,000) martyrs who suffered with

THOMAS.
ANDRIANUS and 24 martyrs and his priesthood.

b!sAry6n the Great.

ELIANUS and EUDOXIA.
m6yses and sArA the martyrs.

AMMON, ELIAS, EUDOXIA and the Abuna JACOB.
SArA, wife of ABRAHAM.
BENJAMIN and EUDOXIA.
SAMUEL the prophet.

VICTOR and his mother sArA.
SURI'el, the fourth archangel.

ABRAHAM, ISAAC and JACOB.
ISAAC, son of ABRAHAM.
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xviii SAINTS COMMEMORATED DURING pACUfeMtN

DAY
"^' V^n^BtMnZnk. and the captain of the horse of the

King of Persia.

The 800 men who suffered with ISIDORE.

xxTX The Nativity of Christ.

iTHANASIUSthe bishop, GARSSMESandTHEODOTUS.
IRENAEUS, Bishop of SO REM.

o,. _x x

The translation of the body of JOHN the Short to SCETE.

XXX MALAC H I the prophet.

MOSES of FARMA.
A miracle of ANDREW.

PAGUfeMfeN

I EUTYCHIUS.
BfesdY.
PACHOMIUS and SERAPION.
The imprisonment of JOHN the Baptist.

II TITUS the apostle.

III RAPHAE L the archangel.

The death of MELCHISEDEK.
SERAPION of LANDUN.

IV BENJAMIN of CAIRO.
LIBERIUS, Archbishop of R6me.

V JACOB, Bishop of CAIRO.
AMOS the prophet.

barsumA the naked
Abba MAKDER.

•

VI A Thanksgiving.

THE BOOK OF THE SAINTS
OF THE ETHIOPIAN CHURCH

THE TENTH MONTH—SAN£
(JUNES-JULY 4)

[fol. 73«l] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

Month Sane, the blessed. The length of the [first] day is

fifteen hours, and then it becometh less.

I. SANt

On this day took place the consecration of the church of

LAVENTius (LEONTius), in the country of Syria, where

many signs and wonders appeared. This holy man became a

martyr in the city of tarAbl6s (tripoli ?), on the twenty-

second day of the month of Hamle. And a certain Christian

woman, the wife of a very great nobleman, came, and having

given much money to the soldiers to be allowed to take his

body she carried it away, and wrapped it in cloth of gold, which

belonged to her husband, and then she laid it in a coffer which

was in her house, and she hung a lighted lamp before it, and

painted a picture of him. Now her husband was a judge, and

DIOCLETIAN was wroth with him and shut him up in prison

in the city of Antioch. And the woman having made ready for

burial the body of the saint, entreated it honourably, and

wrapped it in cloth of gold. And the martyr of our Lord Jesus

Christ, Saint laventius (leontius), did not wish her to

remain unrewarded for the gifts which she had bestowed upon

him, and he rewarded her well in this world, for he delivered

her husband from the prison house ; and assuredly he would

also do good to her in the world which is to come, and make

intercession for her before our Lord Jesus Christ. And that

night the saint appeared unto the judge, her husband, in [fol.

73 a 2] the prison house, and a great light rose upon him, until

the whole house was lighted up. Then he saw Saint laven-

tius (leontius) in the form of a horseman, and light was /

B £ SIV 61
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shining from him, and as he stood by him in the prison house

arrayed in cloth of gold, the judge knew that this cloth of gold

was his own apparel. And Saint laventius (leontius),

the horseman, said unto the judge, "Grieve not, neither be

sorrowful, for thou shalt be deHvered to-morrow, and thou shalt

eat with the emperor at his table, and thou shalt go to thy

house." And the judge was amazed at the many things which

he saw that horseman do, and at the light which rose over hun,

and at his coming m to him in the prison house, [the doors]

bemg shut, and at [the sight of] his own cloth of gold which he

had left m his house. And Saint laventius (leontius)

hid himself (i,e, disappeared), and went to the emperor that

night. And he struck the emperor with his foot twice and

thrice. And the Emperor diocletian woke up, and when he

saw Saint laventius (leontius), he was afraid and was

greatly terrified. And Saint laventius (leontius) said

unto him, "When the morning hath come, bring out so and so,

the judge, from the prison house, and do him honour, and let

him go to his house, lest thou die an evil death and be destroyed."

And the emperor trembled before him, and answered and said

unto him, "Yea, my lord, everything which thou commandest

me [to do] I will do." And when it was morning, the emperor

sent and brought the judge out of the prison house, and he

paid him great honour, and arrayed him in splendid [fol. 73 a 3]

apparel, and he made him to sit at meat at his own table, and

he told him how the horseman had appeared unto him. And
the judge was silent, and marvelled exceedingly; now the king

saw that Saint laventius (leontius) was an angel. And the

judge answered, and said unto him, "I know nothing what-

soever about all which thou sayest, and I do not know who it

was that appeared unto thee"; and the emperor did not dare

to speak to him one word of abuse, but he sent him to his own
city, with great honour, because of his fear of him that had

appeared unto him. And as the judge was journeying along the

road, the angel of God in the form of Saint laventius
(leontius) appeared unto him, and held converse with him,

and he comforted him imtil he arrived in his own city tarA-
BLOS (TRIPOLI ?); then he hid himself {i,e. disappeared) from
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him straightway. And the judge went into his house, and he

embraced the men of his house, and told them how that horse-

man had appeared unto him in the prison house, arrayed in

cloth of gold, and how he had promised him that he would

deliver him from the prison house, and how he had brought

him out of his bondage in the morning, and how the horseman

had appeared imto him on the road wearing the cloth of gold.

And his wife, who knew that the horseman was laventius
(leontius), answered, and said imto him, "Yea." Then she

took him into the shrine, to the picture of Saint laventius
(leontius), and as soon as he saw it he said, "Verily this is

he who appeared unto me." Then she opened the coffer [fol.

736 i] wherein was the body of Saint laventius (leontius),

and he saw him wearing his cloth of gold; and he opened the

wrapping of his face, and he knew that it was he who had

appeared unto him and deUvered him. And the judge asked

his wife about the saint, and he said xmto her, "Who is he?"

And she told him the history of the saint. And the judge

praised his wife for what she had done and he glorified God

the Most High and Glorious, Who worketh miracles for His

saints. Then he commanded his wife to bum incense, and to

keep a [lighted] lamp before him, and she continued to do this

until God destroyed diocletian, the infidel. And they built

a church for the saint, and they translated his body thereto,

and they laid him in it, and they consecrated the church as it

were this day; and many signs and miracles took place therein

through his body. Salutation to laventius (leontius).

And on this day also are commemorated Saint Joseph, the

just, the son of jacob-israel, and 'asn^t (asenath) his

wife. [fol. 736 2] Salutation to Joseph. Salutation to 'asn^t
(asenath).

And on this day also is commemorated THOMAS, the martyr.

Archbishop of the city of Alexandria.

And on this day also are commemorated Saint cosmas,
the martyr, of the city of tah A, in Upper Egypt, and his

61-2
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companions. Salutation to cosmas and homage to his com-

panions.

Salutation to bifAmon, who fought a strenuous spiritual

fight.

And on this day also was consecrated the first church which

was buUt in the name of Saint bifAmon, the martyr and

fighter.

11. SANt

[fol. 7363] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day the body of Saint j ohn the Baptist and the body

of Saint elisha, the prophet, the disciple of Elijah, the

zealous, appeared in the city of Alexandria. In his days JULIAN,

the infidel, wished to [re]build the Temple of the Jews in Jeru-

salem, VESPASiON, Emperor of Rome, and his son titus

having destroyed it, for julian, by the wickedness of his

works, wanted to make of no effect the word of the Lord which

He spake in the Holy Gospel, saying, "There shall not be left

here one stone upon another which shall not be overthrown"

(Matthew xxiv, 2). And julian having thrice commanded the

building of it, it was destroyed. And the Jews said, "In this

place there are some bodies of Christian elders, and unless thou

dost cast them out the Temple cannot be [re]built." And
JULIAN commanded them to cast out the bodies from that

place and to bum them with fire. And when they cast the

bodies out they foimd the bodies of Saint John the Baptist

and ELISHA the prophet, and they wanted to bum them with

fire. And certain believers came and gave the soldiers much
money, and they took away the bodies of the saints, after the

soldiers had made them swear that they would [not] leave them
in that city, so that the emperor might not hear of it, and
destroy them. Here is the story of the Emperor [fol. 74^ i]

JULIAN. His enemies having surrounded him in the fight, God
sent MERCURius in the spirit, after he had received the crown
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of martyrdom, and he speared julian in the neck with his

spear, and he died. Before julian the infidel died, he took a

handful of his own blood, and scattered it in the air, saying,

''
Jesus, take this soul of mine which Thou hast given to me "

;

and straightway he died an evil death. And those believing

men brought the bodies of the saints, j ohn the Baptist, and

ELISHA the prophet, to the city of Alexandria, to Saint Abba

ATHANASius, and he rejoiced over them with a great joy;

and he laid them by him, until he could build a church for them.

And one day when Abba athanasius was sitting in the garden

of his fathers, his scribe theophilus being with him, he said,

"
If God giveth me good days, I will build in this place a church

in the names of Saint j ohn the Baptist and elisha the pro-

phet, and I wiU lay their bodies in it." And Saint theophilus

recorded the words which athanasius spake, and athan-

asius built a church; and he took many of his own priests,

and all the Christian folk and he went to the bodies of the

saints, and carried them with great honour, and bore them to

the church. And as they were passing along they came to a

house wherein was an old woman who had suffered for forty

days with the pains of labour, [fol. 74a 2] and she cried out

in pain by day and by night until she was all but dead. And

when she heard the singing of the priests, as they passed with

the bodies of the saints, she looked from the window of her

house, and asked [her servants], saying, ''What is this? " And

they said unto her,
'' The bodies of the saints, j ohn the Baptist,

and ELISHA the prophet." And straightway she brought

herself to believe, saying, "O JOHN, thou saint of God, if thou

wilt deliver me from this tribulation I [will become] a Christian."

And before she had finished saying these words with her mouth,

straightway she gave birth to a boy, and she called him "
j oHN "

;

and after this, she and all the men of her house were baptized

with Christian baptism. And Abba athanasius laid the

bodies of the saints in the church, and great signs and miracles

appeared through them. And Saint Abba theophilus, and

many of the saints, saw Samt j ohn the Baptist and elisha

the prophet; and they went roimd in the church with the

archbishop, and consecrated the church. And the person of

> .
--
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Saint JOHN the Baptist was hairy, and his beard fell down

upon his breast; and elisha the prophet was tall, and his

head was noble. Afterwards when Saint Abba macarius
the bishop became a mart}^: the monks placed his body with

theirs. Salutation to the appearance of the bodies of Saint

JOHN the Baptist and elisha the prophet, in Alexandria.

And on this day also are commemorated k^rlSs (cyril),

and 'akj^ltus (achillis ?) the martyr, and questus
(CAUSTUs) the monk.

III. San^

[fol. 74^3] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy, pure and devoted fighter martha.
This holy womcin was a native of the city of m£sr (cairo),

and her parents were very rich. She loved fornication and
imchastity from her youth, and the sons of the elders and
honourable men of the city used to visit her secretly; and
when her works became known, she became bolder in her deeds
of impurity, and committed fornication openly. And when
the festival of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ came, she
went to the church and wished to go inside, but the verger of

the church said unto her, " It is not meet for thee to go into the
[fol. 746 i] holy church, for thy deeds are impure." And as she
continued to msist that he should let her go into the church, and
he prevented her, a fierce fight broke out between them. When
the bishop heard the commotion, he rose up, and came to the
door of the church to see what had happened, [fol. 746 1] When
he saw martha he said unto her, " Dost thou not know that the
house of God is a pure and holy house? Thou art unclean, and
thou art not fit to enter the house of God." And she said unto
bun, " Henceforward I will not go back to my sm, but if thou
wilt receive me I will repent and become a nun." And the
bishop said unto her, "I will not believe thee imless thou wilt
bring here thy wealth, and aU thy goods, and all thy possessions.
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so that we may bum them with fire." And she went to her house

quickly, and she took all her money, and jewels, which were of

great price, and she brought them to the bishop, and cast them

down before hun ; and the bishop commanded his servants to

bum all the possessions which she had brought with fire, and

they bumed them before her. Then the bishop shaved off the

hair of her head, and taking off her garments he dressed her in

sackcloth of hair, and he sent her to a house for virgins, where

she fought a great spiritual fight there. And she frequently

rebuked herself, saying, "If they will not let thee alone in this

place, which is built of stones and clay, how wilt thou live in

that habitation of the beings of light? [fol. 74b 2] What shall I

do? Who will be surety for me? Who will intercede for me?"

And she said in her prayer, "My Lord, even though it was pos-

sible for me to bear disgrace at the hands of the verger of the

church, I entreat Thee, O God, my Lord, do not put me to

shame before Thine angels, and Thy saints." And this holy

woman continued the spiritual fight for five and twenty years,

and at length she conquered Satan, the Adversary; and she

did not go out of the door of the nunnery during the whole of

this period. And at length she died in peace. Salutation to

MARTHA.

And on this day also karyon (gorion), and hilarion,

the bishop, became martyrs. This saint rebuked the Emperor

JULIAN, the infidel, for worshipping idols. And julian, the

infidel, answered and said unto him, "Thou tellest me that I

am an infidel because I do not worship Him Whom the Jews

cmcified; but through much torture, and tribulation, I shall

see thee forsaking the worship of Him." Then the emperor

handed him over to one of his officers, and commanded him to

torture hilarion very severely [fol. 746 3] all day long, and

to shew him no mercy. And the officer took him, and tortured

him with every kind of torture, and this he continued to do for

a full year ; and during the whole of that year he never ceased

to torture him, even for a single day. He threw him into the

fire, but hilarion stood up in it, and glorified God, and

ascribed holiness to Him. Through this miracle very many
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men believed on our Lord Jesus Christ, and became martjnrs;

and after this the officer took him out of the fire, and he was

like one who cometh forth from a garden. And when the officer

was tired of torturing him, and not knowing what else he could

do to him, he commanded the soldiers to cut off his holy

head with the sword ; and they did so, and he received the

crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of heaven. Salutation to

HILARION.

IV. SANi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint sanusi, from the city of balkim, became
a martyr. When this saint was a young man he used to tend

his father's sheep, [fol. 75 a i] and he used to give his food to

the shepherds each day, and fast himself imtil the evening, now
his parents did not know what he did, and he used to visit the

sick, and those who were in prison. One day the angel of God
appeared unto sAnusi and said unto him, "Rise up, and go
to the governor, and confess thy God, so that thou mayest
receive the crown of martyrdom.'' When he woke from his

sleep, he told his mother how the angel of God had appeared
unto him, and she was sorry and wept; and she was imable to
hold him back. And he heard about a certain holy woman of
the city of sabrA, whose name was maria, and who used to
receive the poor and pilgrims into her house, and shew them
many acts of charity; to her this saint went, and he made an
agreement with her that they should receive the crown of
martyrdom. And they went together to the governor whose
name was 'arsAn6s, and they found him in a ship which was
lying by the side of the river bank at m£sr (cairo), and they
cried out boldly, "We are Christians." And the governor com-
manded the soldiers to torture them with every kind of torture,
and Saint maria delivered up her soul under the torture and
received the crown of martyrdom; but by the power of our
Lord Jesus Christ which dwelt on him Saint sAnGsi endured

the torture. When the governor was tired of torturing him he

sent him, with many [other] martyrs, to the governor of the

city of anTIN OE, who tortured him [fol. 75 a 2] very severely.

And he commanded the soldiers to bore holes in the soles of

his feet, [and to tie a rope to them,] and to drag him round

about the city; and although they did as he commanded, no

injury came to hilarion (sic). After this he brought a sorcerer

from 'akmim, and he concocted a magical drink for him wherein

poison was mixed, and commanded hilarion (sic) to drink it.

And the saint having made over it the sign of the Cross drank

it, and no harm came to him. When the governor was tired of

torturing him, he commanded the soldiers to cut off his head

with the sword, and they cut off his head with the sword ; and

he received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of heaven.

And the sorcerer also believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, and

received the crown of martjn-dom in the kingdom of heaven.

Salutation to sAnusi, and to maria, and to the sorcerer.

And on this day also John, of the city of 'arAklI (hera-

KLEIA ?), became a martyr. The father of this saint was

ZACHARIAS, governor of the city of 'antarsen and 'albia,

and the name of his mother was "Elisabeth." And when

they were blessed with this boy, on the fifth day [fol. 75 « 3]

of this month, they called his name "john"; for his father

and his mother both wished him to have the name of JOHN,

who baptized the Lord. And they brought him up in the

admonition and fear of God, and they taught him the Books

of the Church, and the knowledge of numbers, and all kinds

of philosophy. His mother watched over him carefully all his

days so that he should not step aside from the path of God,

and his father also admonished him. After this his father died,

when the yoimg man was twenty years old, and he became

judge in his father's place, and all the countries of pontus,

and harAkli (sic), and other cities continued to be under his

authority. Whilst matters were thus, Satan appeared unto

him in the form of an angel, and said unto him, 'Thus saith

God: Go thou to the city of Antioch and marry the daughter

of numerianus the king, so that thou thyself mayest reign.
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and may sit with him upon the same throne." And the saint

pondered and said, "Is this an angel [of God] or an angel of

Satan? As, however, I heard the Name of God from his mouth
I will go to the city of Antioch"; and then he went and met
DIOCLETIAN, who loved him and paid him honour from the

day he saw him. And on the following day, when they were
sitting at meat together, the wicked Diocletian ordered his

servants to bring in apoll o, and they brought him in before

him. When the saint [fol. 756 i] saw him, he made a motion
of contempt at the idol, and he cursed the emperor and hated
him for this. When Diocletian saw what the saint had done,
he was filled with very great wrath, and he bound JOHN in

prison. And whilst john was in prison, our Lord appeared
unto him in a chariot of light ; now there were angels with Him,
and He took him, and kissed him mouth to mouth, and pro-
mised him many things. On the following day Diocletian
sent and brought him out of prison, and said unto him, "Come
and worship apollo and artemis"; and the saint refused to
do so, saying, "How can I worship the work of the hand?"
And the emperor spoke many persuasive words unto him, and
he wished to be rid of him. Then he sent him to the country
of Egypt, giving him power to levy taxes. And diocletian
sent a letter concerning him to s6ryAk6s, the governor of
Egypt, saymg, "I have given power to John, the Haraklian,
over all the taxes from Jerusalem to Ethiopia, and let the
people pull down the temples and destroy them utterly." And
the saint accepted this pretence and pulled down the temples,
and left them in ruins. One day after this s6ryak6s, the
governor, sat on the tribune in order to command the cutting
off of the heads of the martyrs. And straightway there came
men from Upper Egypt called dioscurus, and BfFAMON
and haraganus, and KiRos, and JULIUS, and ALEXANDER,'
and JOSEPH, and isaac, and Stephen, and they cried out
boldly, [fol. 756 2] "We are Christians"; and straightway the
governor was wroth, and he tortured them without sparing.
And when Saint john saw this, he abandoned the office of his
judgeship, and cried out boldly, "I am a Christian." And the
governor was wroth, and commanded the soldiers to bind him
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with iron fetters, and then he sent him to arian us, the gover-

nor of ENSN A, who questioned him about all that had happened.

When he heard John's words, he was wroth and commanded

the soldiers to hang him on the henbdz, and to break him on

the iron wheel. Then he commanded them to take him off the

henbdz, and to beat him on his belly and head until his flesh

melted, and the earth was soaked with his blood ; and they

cast him into prison. A few days after this he commanded

them to hack his body in pieces with hatchets, and then he

commanded them to bring a piece of sackcloth made of hair,

and to drag it over his wounds; and they also sprinkled hot

ashes and coals of fire under his back. And he also commanded

them to bring pegs of iron which had been heated in the fire,

and to lay them on his face, and to drive them through his ears;

and when they had done this they cast him into prison. That

night the angel of God appeared unto him and gave him peace.

And on the following day the governor had him brought out

and he tortured him with red-hot bars of iron. After all this,

they boimd his hands and his feet with cords, and they tied

him on to the back of a horse with his face turned downwards

towards the earth. Then the executioner came and cut off his

hands, [fol. 756 3] and feet, and head, with the sword; and he

treated the two other men who were with him in like manner.

Thus the saint finished his mart5n:dom and his good fight.

Salutation to JOHN, and to those who were martyred with

hhn. Salutation to BffAm6n, and to his brethren, and to his

mother.

And on this day also became martyrs 'akr6nius, and

DiMUNASiA, his sister, and 'am6n! and Mf nA, the Egyptians

and soldiers of the Emperor diocletian. When the emperor

cast these saints into a pit of fire along with Abba '£bs6y, the

angel gabriel came and brought them forth from the flames.

And when the saints came before the emperor, they cursed him

and said unto him, "Why dost thou delay day after day, and

dost not bring to an end our matter? " When the emperor heard

this he was wroth, and he commanded the soldiers to cut off

their heads with a sharp sword, and to bum their bodies in the
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fire ; [and they did so,] and thus the saints finished their martyr-

dom, and kept the festival with the righteous in the kingdom of

heaven. Salutation to 'akronius, and to dimunasIa, his

sister, and to 'AMdNi, and to mInA.

[fol. 76a i] And on this day also became martyrs the pure

Saint SOPHIA, the strenuous fighter, and her brother am-
MONius in the days of Diocletian, the infidel. This holy

woman had Christian parents, and having begotten her, they
brought her up very carefully in the fear of God, and they
taught her the Books of the Church, and all the Law of the

Apostles. When she reached woman's estate, they wanted to

give her in marriage to a certain nobleman of the city. When
the saint of God knew this she rose up from where she was
sitting, and turned her face towards the East, and made one
hundred prostrations and stood up and prayed for a long time.
And she said in her prayer, "O my Lord Jesus Christ, the Son
of the Living God, Whose glory is great, guide Thou Thine
handmaiden so phia in Thy right path, so that I may come to
Thee, and let me not stray into the crooked path which leadeth
to destruction. And also let not my heart think about the
coiTupt way of the worid, and all the desire for fornication
which my parents are planning for me. O my Lord, abandon
not Thine handmaiden so that she become a sinner, and permit
me not to devote myself to, and to shoulder the heavy load of
the lust of this worid, but let my neck bow beneath and bear
the easy yoke of Thy commandments." And after she had
finished [fol. 76 a 2] her prayer, she sat down on her bed, and
waited a Httle, and a thought came into her mind which said,
" I wiU arise and flee secretly, and I will go far away, and enter
the innermost part of a certain desert, and wiU devote my life
to the Most High." And when she had finished her thinking
she caUed the servant whom her parents had given to her to
be her handmaiden, and she commanded her to bring her some
wme, intending to make her drink it; and the handmaiden
brought wme, and also brought a little food. And sop hia com-
manded the handmaiden to drink of the wine which she brought
until It was finished, and she did so. And the mind of the hand-

TENTH MONTH—SANfe (jUNE 5-JULY 4) 967

maiden being carried away by the headiness of the wine so phiA

said unto her, *' Bring me thy apparel, and take mine"; and

the handmaiden gave it to her. Then so phia commanded her

to sleep until she had recovered from the headiness of the wine,

and when she had fallen into a heavy sleep, sophia went out

secretly, and none saw her, for her chamber was far from her

parents' part of the house. And having departed she arrived

at a certain road, and found there people who were fleeing from

DIOCLETIAN because of the Faith; and they were seeking to

hide themselves in the mountains and caves. And she answered

and said unto them, ''Whence come ye? " And each man told

her [the name of] his city. And she said unto them, "Whither

go ye?" And they told her all that happened because of

DIOCLETIAN and because of the Faith. And she said unto

them, ''Is there anyone who will bring me along this road to

DIOCLETIAN?" And they said unto her, "Yea." And she

went on a little way further, and prayed a long prayer, and she

went on, and arrived at the place where diocletian was,

and confessed our Lord Jesus Christ. And when diocletian

heard the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, [fol. 76 a 3] he was

filled with wrath, and he commanded his soldiers to bring her

before him. When she came he said unto her, "Worship

APOLLO," and she said unto him, "How can I worship the

work of man's hand, unclean idols?" And forthwith diocle-

tian was wroth, and he commanded them to beat her with

iron rods (?), and to place a large stone on her head, and to

drag her over the sand until her flesh was torn into shreds; and

then he cast her into prison. On the following day he ordered

them to bring her out, and he said unto her, " Offer sacrifice to

APOLLO that thou mayest not die an evil death." And she

answered and said unto him, " It may seem to be an evil death

to thee, but for me my death through thee will be life with my
God." And he said unto her, " Is there any life left for thee

after I have put thee to death? " And she answered and said

unto him, " O fool, leave me; even for thee there is resurrection.

But thy resurrection is for judgement, with thine idols." And
when he heard this he was furiously angry, and he commanded
them to beat her with rods of iron until all the bones of her
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body were broken; and they did as he commanded. And he

conmianded them to lay her upon a bed of iron and to light a

fire imder her, and they did so, and when evening fell on the

land he commanded them to cast her into prison. That night

the angel of God came to her, and touched her, and healed her.

And on the following day the emperor commanded them to

bring her [to him], and she came walking upon her feet, and she

felt as if she had been washed in the bath house, and had come
forth anointed with unguent. When Diocletian saw her

[fol. y6bi] walking on her feet, he said, *' Observe ye the strength

of the medicine of this Christian woman; yesterday I tortured

her with fire, and to-day she is whole." And Saint sophia
said imto him, " I know nothing of medicine, but my God is the

master of medicines." And straightway the emperor persuaded

her to consent, and when she refused he ordered the soldiers

to cut off her head. And as they were canying her away to cut

ofi her head, our Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto her and
promised her many things. And He said unto her, "Whosoever
shall celebrate thy commemoration, or shall give alms in thy
name, or shall write the history of thy strife, I will receive in

the kingdom which is in the heavens." After this they cut off

her head with the sword, and she received the crown of mart}^--

dom in the kingdom of the heavens. Salutation to am6 n, and
to SOPHIA.

And on this day also became [martyrs] sipAMdN, and
'azenhas ('ezenhas).

V. SANi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the [fol. 7662] holy father Abba jacob,
from the East. This holy confessor became an ascetic, and
fought the fight of God in one of the monasteries of the East,
in the days of constantine, the son of constantine the
Great, and in the days of Julian the infidel, and in the days
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of wAlent6s, the believer. When wAlent6s was killed,

wAl£s (valens), his brother, reigned in his stead; now he

was an Arian, and he commanded the Arians to open their

churches. And they did as he commanded, and also closed the

churches of the True Faith, and at length the men of the True

Faith entered the evil Faith. Now this Edict came into all the

country of his dominions. And by the grace of the Holy Spirit,

the heart of this holy man waxed hot, and he rose up and went

to the city of Constantinia, and he found the emperor ready to

set out on an expedition to fight his enemies who had risen up

against him in the region of the West. And this saint stood up

before him, and said unto him, '* I ask thee to open the churches

to the believers, that they may pray for thee, and then God

shall help thee against thine enemies; but if thou wilt not do

this behold God shall cast thee away, and thou shalt flee before

thine enemies." And the emperor was wroth, and commanded

the soldiers to beat him and to bind him in prison. And the

saint said unto him, "Know that thou shalt flee before thine

enemies, and thou shalt die in a blazing fire." And the emperor

delivered him over to one who was to keep him under guard

until he should return in safety, as he expected. And Saint

JACOB said unto him, "If thou [fol. 76b 3] retumest in safety,

then hath not God spoken by my mouth"; when the holy man
said this they took him, and beat him, and bound him in prison,

and the emperor departed to fight against his enemies. And
as he stood up with his soldiers facing his enemies, the Son of

God the Creator, Who is equal with God His Father, Whom he

had denied, and he had also helped the followers of arius in

their prayers, cast him away, and he fled from before his enemies.

And they pursued him until he came to a certain village, which

they set on fire, and his men fled, and he was left behind, and
he and all those who believed the evil Faith were burned in the

fire. And all those of his soldiers who were left turned and fled

to the city of Constantinia; and they told the believers this

good news, and thus the prophecy of the holy man was fulfilled.

And the believers assembled, and brought this saint out of

prison with great honour, and both the believers and the un-

believers knew that the divine grace and the spirit of prophecy
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dwelt on this saint. And many of the Arians turned to the

Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, and they bowed down at the

feet of the saint, and they confessed that the Son of God is

equal with the Father in His Godhead. And after this the holy

father Hved as he had done before in devotion to the ascetic

life, and in fighting the spiritual fight; and he died in peace

and received the crown of everiasting life. [fol. 77 a i] Salutation

to JACOB from the East.

And on this day Abba 'eb soy, the fighter, became a martyr.

This chosen man and fighter had Christian parents, and they

served our Lord Christ, and kept His commandments; the name

of his father, who was from Antioch, and was governor of kaw

in Upper Egypt, was "tagestas," and the name of his

mother was "karisa." They lived for sixteen years, having

no son, and they were very sad because of this. One night a

shining man appeared unto tagestas, and said unto him,

" Peace be unto thee, O lover of God, behold thy prayer hath

been heard by God. And behold thy wife shall bear thee a son,

and thou shalt call his name "ebsoy.' And he shall be a

chosen vessel of God, and shall be a witness (i.e. martyr) of

our Lord Jesus Christ, and he shall be a great martyr, and shall

suffer much torture, and shall receive the crown of life " ; and

TAGESTAS told his wife what he had seen. And after a few

days, she conceived, and bare a son on the fourth day of the

month of Miyazya, and she brought him up in the knowledge,

and wisdom, and the fear of God. When he was six years old his

parents sent him away to the country of 'akmim, [fol. yya 2]

and they gave him to a certain teacher, an old man, whose name

was JOSEPH; and he dwelt there and, with his brother peter,

devoted himself to fasting and prayer, and he performed signs

and wonders. When he was sixteen years old, the governor of

Upper Egypt came to the city of kAw, and he persecuted and

killed many believers. Then certain evil men came and in-

formed against these saints Abba 'ebs6y, and Abba peter,

saying to the governor, "They are deacons who do not submit

to thy words, and they refuse to worship the gods." And
straightway the governor commanded his soldiers to bring them

and set them [before him], and he questioned them about all

their affairs; and having heard their words he commanded

them to shut them up in prison. After three months, the angel

of God appeared unto them and said, "I am gabriel, the

announcer of glad tidings. God hath sent me to you to tell

you that your memorial shall endure for ever. As for thee, my
beloved 'ebs6y, a great conflict awaiteth thee. They shall

take thee to the city of Alexandria, and thence to Antioch, and

there thou shalt finish thy testimony." After this the governor

brought him out of prison, and urged him to worship idols, and

when the saint refused to do so, he ordered the soldiers to put

him upon the henbdz, and they crushed him severely; and

then the Archangel gabriel descended and smashed the

henbdz, and touched his flesh and healed him. Then the emperor

cast him into prison, where he healed many. Then [fol. yya 3]

the governor commanded them to bring him out of prison

and to fetter him in the hold of the ship, and they tied iron

chains about his neck, and put irons on his hands and feet, and

they gave him no bread ; in this state he remained for ten days.

On the following day they brought him out, and set him before

the governor, who said unto him, "Worship the gods," and

when he refused to do so the governor ordered them to torture

him. And they mounted Abba 'ebs6y upon the henbdz, and

they crushed him until his blood flowed like water; and then

they shut him up in prison. Whilst he was there the Archangel

GABRIEL again appeared unto him and said, "Be strong,

'ebsoy, O chosen one of God, and fear not, for I will be with

thee until thou finishest thy contest." After this they brought

him to the city of Alexandria, to Diocletian, the governor,

and he also questioned him about his case; and he com-

manded the soldiers to beat him until his members fell upon

the ground. And after this they boiled pitch over the fire, and

poured it into his ears and mouth, and throat (?), and the

governor commanded them also to light torches and to bum
his sides therewith. And he also commanded them to bring

red-hot borers and to thrust them into his eyes, and also to

pluck out the nails of his hands and feet, and to tear out his

bowels; and they did even so. And straightway the Archangel
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GABRIEL came and touched his limbs, and healed him. Then

they brought him before diocletian, and he also tortured

him with fire, and [boiling] pitch, [fol. ^^h i] and sulphur, and

vine-wood; and then the Archangel Gabriel delivered him.

And the governor also commanded them to cast him into the sea,

with a large stone fastened to his neck with an iron chain. And

they rolled the stone down into the sea, and the stone, which

was tied to his neck, dragged down one-half of his body, and

the half of his body, which was not submerged, they tied to the

top of a high pillar which they set up on the sea-shore ; and they

left him there to suffer this torture until the sixth hour of the

day. And after this the angel of God came down and made his

sides whole as before. When the emperor saw this he marvelled,

and he said unto the headsman, "Make haste and cut off his

head"; and straightway he cut off his head, which he made to

fall on the sea-shore. And he took his body, and his head, and

threw them into a skin, and his head joined to his body, and it

became as if it had never been cut off; and the skin set off by

itself, no man carrying it, and after ten days it arrived at the

city of Alexandria. And when the men of the city of boha
heard of this, they came and brought him to his house in the

city of BO HA, and they buried him with peter his brother.

Salutation to Abba 'ebsoy of the city of boh A.

[fol. 776 2] And on this day also Saint bifAmon became a

martyr. This holy man was the son of the brother of the father

of JOHN of HARAKLi, and he helped him and ministered unto

him whilst he was in prison. When john finished his martyr-

dom, he prepared him for burial, and he wept over his dead
body, saying, "Why hath he left me alone, a stranger to the

grace of God." And a voice went forth from the body of JOHN,
saying, "O my beloved bifamon, if thou wishest to depart

with me, go quickly to the governor, and confess Christ, and
to-morrow morning thou wilt come to me." And bifAmon
ran and reviled arianus, and cursed his gods, and after

the governor had tortured him severely, he cut off his

head with the sword, and BiFAMdN received the crown of

martyrdom.

TENTH MONTH—SANi (jUNE 5-JULY 4) 973

And on this day also Saint mercurius, and FfeG (s/c)

(aflagius), and £blag ('ABLAwio), and isaac, and

ABLARius, became martyrs. And on this day also Saint

MARK became a martjn: for Christ's Name, by drowning.

VI. SANi

[fol. 7763] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Theodore the monk, of the city of Alexandria,

became a martyr. This saint was a believer and a pure man,

and he devoted himself to the ascetic life, and fought the divine

fight, and he dwelt in one of the monasteries of the city of

Alexandria. Now constantine the Great sent to the city of

Alexandria an archbishop whose name was gaigyos (gar-

Gius), and who was an Arian, and he sent with him many

soldiers. And they drove from his throne the Apostolic Saint

Abba ATHANASius, and constantine made that infidel,

GARG Iu s. Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. And after [this]

there was great strife between the men of the city and the soldiers

of the emperor, and the soldiers killed many of the men of the

city of Alexandria. And after gargius, the infidel, was seated

upon the throne of mark, the evangeUst, on which he was not

fit to sit, certain men informed him about Saint Abba Theo-

dore, and told him that he had disputed with the Arians, and

vanquished them, and put them to shame, and made them to

see clearly their infidelity. And the archbishop commanded

[the soldiers] to seize Theodore and torture him; [fol. 78a i]

and they did as he commanded them, but nothing came from

him. After this that infidel, who it is not right to call "arch-

bishop," commanded them to bind the hands and the feet of

this saint, and to tie him to the legs of fiery and unbridled horses

which should gallop and drag him about in the open coimtry.

And having done this to him, all the limbs of Theodore were

smashed, and his head was cut to pieces, and he dehvered up

his soul into the hand of the Living God, for Whose sake he had

become a martjn:. And he received three crowns; the first for

62-2
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the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, wherein he became a par-

ticipator with all the believers ; the second for his fight in the

monastic Hfe, and the good piety which he perfected ; and the

third for his martyrdom, and the hacking off of his members

for the True Faith. And after this the believers collected the

members of the saint, and laid them in a coffin with great

honour. And they celebrated a festival as it might be this day,

and they composed an encomium at the time of prayer in the

Romayest (Greek ?) language, as for all the saints, and they

wrote it in the Book of Prayers. Salutation to Theodore the

monk.

[f01.78^2] And on this day also they conunemorate four

(forty ?) martyrs of mareotis, and forty other martyrs, and

GABRA KRfeSTOS, the monk.

And on this day also became martyrs the four great officers

of the city of 'ens£na, that is to say, eusaphius, and

tAman, and harwAg, and bacchus; they were the pillars

and lawyers of the city, and they gave alms in abundance to

the poor and needy. When arianus the governor returned a

second time to the city, these saints met him, and cried out

before him, saying, "We [say] boldly that we are Christians,

and behevers on our Lord Jesus Christ, the Word of God, the

First, on Whom stand the heavens and the earth." When
ARIANUS heard [this] he tortured them with divers tortures,

and when he was tired of torturing them, he cut off their heads

with the sword, and they finished their martyrdom. Salutation

to the four nobles of 'esnA, who fed themselves with hunger,

and watered themselves with thirst.

[fol. 78^3] And on this day also died the holy father EU-
MENius, the seventh Archbishop of the city of Alexandria.

In the days of this saint the holy woman sophi a, and her three

daughters, became martyrs. And he protected his flock well,

and pleased God, and he sat for thirteen years and died in peace.
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VII. SANfe

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day became a martyr the holy and honourable

victor, Abba 'ABASKiRdN from the city of kal^n. This

samt was one of the soldiers of arianus, the governor of

antinoe. And when the Edict of the wicked Emperor Dio-

cletian concerning the worship of idols arrived, this saint

rose up among the people, and cursed the emperor and his gods,

and no man dared to punish him because he was a soldier, but

they shut him up in the governor's house. And when the

governor of the city of antino£ went to the city of asyut,

the emperor sent this saint and five other soldiers to him ;
and

the names of these soldiers were: walfius, and herminius,

and ARKiAS, [fol. 786 i] and peter, and cranius. These

men made a covenant with Abba 'ABASKiR6N to shed their

blood for the sake of the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. And

having stood up before the governor of antinoe, he com-

manded the soldiers to cut off the belts of these men, and then

to torture them; and the soldiers did as he commanded. Of

these five soldiers some of them had their heads cut off, and

some of them were crucified, and they were crowned and re-

ceived the crown of martyrdom. And the governor commanded

the soldiers to beat Saint 'abaskirSn severely, and after this

to flay his head down to his neck; and they did so. Then he

tied him to the tail of a horse, and dragged him about the city;

then he set him in a cauldron of [boilmg] lead, and shut down

the cover on him ; and after this he put him in the furnace of

the public baths ; but under all these tortures the angel of God

came to him, and helped him and comforted him, and made

him to endure patiently, and raised him up whole and uninjured.

When the governor was tired of torturing him he brought to

him a certain sorcerer whose name was Alexander, and

who thought that he could cast spells on the sun and moon, and

that he could ascend in the air and hold converse with the stars.

And he commanded them to shut the doors of the baths, and

i
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to sprinkle the whole building with urine; and they did as he

commanded. Then he took a serpent, and uttered words over

it, [fol. 7862] and slit it into two parts. And he took the

venom and the Hver of the snake, and laid them in a brass bowl,

and boiled them, and then took them to Saint Abba 'abas-

kiron; and he brought the vessel into the bath house and gave

the saint that boihng poison, and he swallowed it. And the

magician cried out, saying, " O master of the powers of darkness,

work with thy strength upon this Christian " ; and when nothing

evil whatsoever happened to the saint, he marvelled exceedingly.

And Saint Abba 'ABASKiRdN said unto the sorcerer, ''Satan,

on whom thou reliest for help, will not help thee, and he himself

shall punish thee by the might of our Lord Jesus Christ." And
straightway an evil Satan leaped upon that magician, and he

began to make him roll about until he confessed our Lord Jesus

Christ. And the governor conmianded the soldiers to cut off

the head of the magician with the sword, and they did so, and

he received the crown of martyrdom. And the wrath of the

governor against the holy man was increased, and he had him
tortured severely, and they mutilated him cruelly; and whilst

the saint was suffering this horrible torture, he gave thanks to

God. After this the governor commanded them to cut off the

head of Abba 'ABASKiRdN with the sword, and he received

the perfect crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens,

[fol. 786 3] Salutation to Abba 'abaskiron. [Here is] one of

the miracles of this Saint Abba 'abaskir6n. There was a
church in a certain village in the north of Egypt, and the priests

of that church were committing evil deeds; and the saint

waited for them to turn from their wickedness, but they neither

repented of it nor turned from it. And the saint entreated God,
Who brought upon them the disease of the plague, and they all

died at once. And the saint departed, riding upon a horse, and
he arrived at a city the name of which was BfevAHU, in Upper
Egypt, at the time when men sleep, and when the men of the
city were talking together by the light of the moon before they
went to sleep. And the saint came to them, riding upon a horse,
and he said imto them, ''Peace be unto you"; and as soon as
they saw him they rose up straightway, and they welcomed him.
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and they said unto him, "Peace be to thee, O our lord." And

he said unto them, " I wish ye to give me a little piece of ground,"

and making a line on the earth with his spear he said, " This will

be enough for me." And the men answered and said unto him,

"Yea, our lord, as thou commandest us so shall it be"; and he

gave them one hundred dinars in gold, and disappeared from

them forthwith, and they marvelled at the appearance of hun,

and at his words. And after these men had gone [fol. yga i]

to sleep in their houses, he transported the church from Lower

Egypt to the city of BfevAHU in Upper Egypt; and when the

men of the city rose up in the morning they found the church

standing there ; and they marvelled greatly, and glorified God.

And many miracles have been worked therein from that day

to this.

And on this day one thousand six hundred men suffered

martyrdom under herminius (or, arminius), the governor.

Salutation to the sixteen hundred martyrs of herminius.

[In the Bodleian MS. the number is 18,000.]

And on this day also was re-opened the church of our holy

Lady, the Virgin mary, the God-bearer, in the market-place

of wiLA, in the city of m£sr (cairo), after it had been closed

for three years and six months. This took place in the year one

thousand and twenty of the [Era of the] Righteous Martyrs

(a.d. 1304). [fol. yga 2] Salutation to the opening of the church,

Virgin mary.

vm. SANi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is commemorated the consecration of the church

of our Lady mary, the holy Virgin, the God-bearer, which is

known as the ''Bath" because of the blessed fountain of water

which our Lord Jesus Christ made to spring up, when He was

there with His mother, the Virgin mary, at the time of their
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return from the country of Egypt. When the angel of God

appeared unto the righteous man Joseph, in a dream, saying,

"Arise, take the Child and His mother and depart to the land

of Egypt," JOSEPH rose up, and took our holy Lady, the Virgin

MARY, the God-bearer, and her Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,

and SALOME, the daughter of the sister of our Lady, and they

came to the country of Egypt, and to dabra ku£skuam,
and to the "Two Places." And when they had lived in Egypt

for three years and six months, and herod was dead, the

angel of God appeared to Joseph and commanded him to

return to Jerusalem. When they were returning, they came to

the city of maharakA, and thence to MfeSR (cairo), and

thence to matArya, and [fol. 79a 3] thence to the city of the

"Bath" (i.e. heliopolis, or 'ayn ash-shems, the "Foun-

tain of the Sun"). And our Lord Jesus Christ made this

fountain of water to spring up when He was with His mother,

the Virgin mary, and it existeth to this day. And all men, of

every country and of every race, come there, and they intercede

with our Lady the holy Virgin mary, the God-bearer, and they

receive a blessing from her, and from the blessed fountain of

water. Salutation to the consecration of the churchofmary,
which is built near the fountain made to spring up by thy Son.

And on this day also ten hundred and two people were
martyred. And on this day the festival of Abba 'atkAr6n,
and EULOGius is celebrated. [Wanting in the Bodleian MS.]

And on this day also arecommemorated the saintsTamadA and
her sons, and herminius(armenius) and his mother. Saluta-
tion to tamadA and her sons, and to herminius (armenius)
and his mother.
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[fol. 79&I] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the great prophet samuel. The name of

the father of this samt was "elkanah," of the tribe of levi,

and of the family of aaron the priest, and the name of his

mother was hanna, and she was barren. And because of

her prayer and entreaty to God at all times, God gave her this

prophet, and she brought him up in her house for three years.

Then she took him to the Temple of God, according as she had

vowed before she conceived him, and he ministered unto eli

the priest until he reached man's estate. And the sons of eli

made corrupt their service, and they forced the children of

Israel in respect of their offerings. And God sent a message by

the prophet to eli, and said unto him, "Behold, I abominate

thy sons, and all thy seed, [and will remove them] from the

priesthood, and I will raise up a faithful high priest who shall

do My good pleasure all the days of his life." And God raised

up this great prophet samuel. When eli had become old,

God called samuel one night when he was lying down, and

SAMUEL thought that it was eli who called him, because at

that time he had not known a vision from God. And samuel
rose up, and came to eli the priest, and he said unto him, "My
lord, didst thou call me?" And eli said unto him, "Nay. Go,

lie down." When samuel went and lay down God called him

[fol. 796 2] a second time, and a third time, and he went to eli

though God called him. And eli said unto samuel, "Go, lie

down, and if He calleth thee again say unto Him, ' Speak Lord,

for Thy servant heareth.'" And when samuel went [and lay

down], and the voice from God called him, saying, ''samuel,

SAMUEL," he said unto Him, "Speak my Lord; Thy servant

heareth Thy voice." And God spake to him the same words

which He had spoken to eli the priest, concerning the evil

which his sons had done, and what He wished to do to the sons

of ELI and the children of Israel. After this God commanded
the prophet to anoint saul, the son of kish, king over the

.(«•»»¥«
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children of Israel. When saul transgressed the commandment

of God, He commanded this prophet to anoint david, the son

of JESSE, [over Israel]. And samuel judged Israel for forty

years and died in peace, and they celebrate his festival on the

twenty-sixth day of the month of Sane, which is the day whereon

God called samuel, and commanded him to act. And this

prophet prophesied ten hmidred and thirty-five years before

the Incarnation of our Lord. Salutation to samuel who grew

up in the Temple of God.

[fol. 7963] And on this day lucianus and four others

became martyrs. This saint was formerly a priest of idols.

When he saw the tribulation of the martyrs, whom they burned

in the fire, and beat with whips, and hacked in pieces with

hatchets, and when he saw that many martyrs whom the

Emperor aurelian cast into a red-hot fiery furnace were in

no wise injured by the fire, and that they walked about in the

furnace, glorifying God, even as did the Three Children in the

furnace of Babylon, this saint marvelled. Then he knew that

the things which he worshipped were idols, and he was unable

to serve them any longer, and he cast them into the fire and
burnt them; and he knew that the God Who had wrought this

miracle was God indeed. And straightway he cried out boldly

before the emperor, saying, "I am a Christian"; and they

brought him before the emperor, who rebuked him for aban-
doning his gods the idols, and promised him many gifts if he

would return to the service of the idols. But the saint would
not accept his promises, and would not listen to his command,
and he was not afraid of his torture. And the emperor tortured

him severely, and himg him up head downwards, and smashed
his jaw with stones, and beat him very cruelly; after this

he cast him into prison, where he remained for many days.
After this the emperor had him brought before him with four
other [Christians] who were imprisoned with him; and he said
imto them, [fol. Soa i] ''Offer incense to the gods. If ye
will not do so, I will torture you severely"; but they would not
obey his evil commandments. And the emperor was wroth
with them, and cast them into a red-hot furnace, but God

caused much rain to fall from heaven, and it quenched the fire.

And the emperor commanded the soldiers to hang him upon

a wooden cross, saying that his God was himg upon a cross,

and they hung him upon a wooden cross and drove long nails

through all his body, and he delivered up his soul into the hand

of God. As for the four men, the soldiers cut off their heads

and they received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of

the heavens. Salutation to lucianus and to his four com-

panions in martyrdom.

And on this day also are commemorated JOHN, the bishop,

and 'ark6lA (archelaus), the bishop.

X. SANfe

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day became martyrs [fol. Soa 2] the holy virgins

dabAmon, and bastam6n, arid sophia their mother. Now
they wanted to appoint bishop a certain man whose name was

WARSfeNOF, but he fled to the city of gehmun, in the neigh-

bourhood of BAN A, and he dwelt with those holy women.

That night the angel of God appeared unto him and said, "Why
sleepest thou? Thou must fight, and the crown is prepared.

Rise up and go to the governor, and confess the Name of our

Lord Jesus Christ before him, and receive the crown of martyr-

dom." When he awoke from his sleep he made known to the

holy women what he had seen; and they all agreed that they

would take the crown of martyrdom. And they rose up straight-

way and departed, and came to the governor, and confessed

our Lord Jesus Christ before him, and he tortured them severely

and cast them into prison. After this he took them with him

from BALBAL (?) to the city of senhue, and their mother

followed them. And the governor said unto them, "Cast

incense to the gods," and when they refused he tortured them;

and God sent His angel to them, and he gave them strength
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under the torture [and healed] their wounds. After this he took

them to the city of I)a(phA (?)). And the priests of the idols

told the governor that the mother of the women, and dA bAm6 n,

had cursed the gods. Now dabam6n was a beautiful woman,

and her charities were many, and she prayed to God [fol. 80a 3]

without ceasing. And there was a certain woman whose name

was y6nA, and she and dabAmon together used to weave

beautiful apparel of every kind, [and sell them, and Hve on

then- price,] and what was left they gave away in alms. When

the governor heard the story of so phi a he sent an executioner,

whose name was 'eul6g!, to her to cut off her head. And

when he came to her, and saw the beauty of her face and of

her appearance, which was like unto that of an angel, the grace

of God made him to understand that he was not to kill her, but

to take her to the governor; and she embraced the people of

her house, and went forth from the city of denfA. When she

arrived at the city of pA, she met Saint wArs£n6f and his

companions, and they saluted each other. And the executioner

'eulogi confessed our Lord Jesus Christ, and became a

martyr, and they cut off his head with the sword; and these

holy women also confessed our Lord Jesus Christ, and became

martyrs. And Saint bastAmon they hung upon the wheel,

and tortured her severely, and she remained under torture for

many days; but God gave her strength, and enabled her to

endure, and healed her wounds. Then the governor cast her

into prison, where she remained a few days, and he brought

her out from prison and said unto her, *Xast incense to the

gods." When she refused to obey his command he ordered

[the soldiers] to cut off her head, and they took her outside

the city to do so; and all the women who were about her were

weeping, [fol. 806 i] but she was rejoicing and was glad. And
they cut off her head with the sword, and the heads of her

mother and sister, and they received crowns of martyrdom in

the kingdom of the heavens. Salutation to sophiA and to her

daughters dabAm6n and bastAm6n.

And on this day also are commemorated 'akl£m6s(climis)
the martyr, and Abba na'6n, and YAWSfeK.
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And on this day also is commemorated the great joy which

came into all the ends of the world, and the heavenly angels

also rejoiced, for on this day went forth the Edict of the Em-

peror CONSTANTINE, the believer, and just man, to all the

cities and countries of his empire, commanding the houses of

idols to be closed, and the churches to be opened. And this

Edict, which was full of joy, came to the city of Alexandria as

it were this day, and they despatched this Edict to all the

countries of Egypt, and the believers rejoiced at the exaltation

[fol. Sob 2] of the Christians and the glorious Law of the Life-

giving Cross. And they closed the houses of idols, and they

opened the churches, and they celebrated a festival as it were

this day. And this took place in the eleventh year of the reign

of CONSTANTINE, and in the first year of office of Abba

ALEXANDER, Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. Salutation

to the day of the edict of constantine which opened the

churches, and closed the houses of idols.

XL SANt

in the name of the father and the son

and the holy ghost, one god

On this day died Saint Claudius, the martyr, a man with

the appearance of the angels, a kinsman of kings, and a victor

in battle. This saint fought a good fight, and received an in-

corruptible crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens.

He rejected the glory of this fleeting world, and inherited that

which is everlasting and unending, and the heavenly grace.

The father of this saint was the brother of numerianus.

Emperor of Rome, and his name was 'abtelmAw6s (ptol-

emy), and the appearance of this saint was very goodly, like

that of JOSEPH, the son of jacob-israel. And [fol. 8063]

he was mighty in battle, and he was applauded more than any

other young man in Antioch; and he was beloved by everyone

because of his strength and goodliness. And because the people

of Antioch loved hun so greatly they painted a picture of him

on the doors of the city, and they painted also pictures of his
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enemies fleeing vanquished before him. And the saint read

many of the Books of the Church. And the Emperor of Rome
heard the report of him, and he wrote to his father, and asked

for him, and his father sent him to him. When he arrived there

the Emperor of Rome went out to meet him with his soldiers,

and he and all the men of the city rejoiced in him. And in those

days a great war broke out with the men of ku£z (khuzis-

tan) and the men of Armenia, and Saint Claudius marched

against them, and conquered them, and he seized their king and

broke them. After this he returned to the city of Antioch, and

he foimd that the Emperor Diocletian had denied our Lord

Jesus Christ, and was worshipping idols. And Claudius had

a friend whose name was victor, and he was the son of

HERMANUS, and they were reciting at all times words of the

Holy Scripture, which were beneficial for the salvation of their

souls ; and they agreed together to shed their blood for the sake

of the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. And Satan appeared

imto them in the form of an old man, who pretended to be

suffering grief, saying, " O my sons, ye goodly young men, the

sons of emperors, I am afraid on your account, [fol. 81 a i] and

I sorrow for you, I advise you to make friends with this infidel

emperor, and to cast incense to his gods and idols; when he

commandeth you to do this, do not transgress his command,
but serve ye Christ in your houses, for this emperor is strong,

and mighty, and merciless." And our Lord Jesus Christ made
them to imderstand that he who was speaking to them was
Satan, and the saints said unto him, "O thou who art filled

with all manner of evil, and who art the father of lies, get thee

gone from us, for thou dost always oppose the path of God."
And straightway the old man changed his appearance, and
became like a black man, and he said unto them, "Behold, I

will [go] before you to the emperor and make him to shed your
blood." And Satan went toDiocLETiAN, and said imto him,
"If thou dost not kill victor and Claudius they will rise

up agamst thee, and kill thee, and take thy kingdom." There-
fore did the emperor send to Saint Claudius, and call him,
and he came to him ; and the emperor asked him to cast incense
to his idols, and promised to give him his father's office, but
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CLAUDIUS neither accepted his promise, nor submitted to his

order. Now the emperor did not dare to speak to {ix, threaten)

CLAUDIUS in the city of Antioch, for Saint Claudius spake

to him boldly and fearlessly and reviled him. And ROMan us
advised DIOCLETIAN tosendSaintCLAUDius to the country of

[fol. 81 a 2] Eg5rpt, and to kill him there, [sajdng,] " He is a heretic

like my son victor." And the emperor wrote a letter to the

governor of antino£, saying, "claudius will accept [no-

thing] from us, and he will neither hearken to our words nor

obey them. Do thou persuade him with all thy power to return

to his allegiance to us, and if he will not do so cut off his head

with the sword." When Saint Claudius heard that the em-

peror had ordered them to send him to Egypt, he commanded
si drAk6 s, his sister's husband, [concerning her,] and committed

her to his care, and he embraced him, and departed to the

country of Egypt, together with the emperor's envoys. When
he arrived in the presence of arianus, the governor of an-
ting e, and the governor saw him, he rose up and kissed his

hand, and he entreated him, sa5dng, "O my lord Claudius,
do not this thing, and do not transgress the emperor's com-

mand." And Saint Claudius answered and said unto him,

"I was not sent hither to thee for thee to lead me astray by
thy words, but that thou mightest fulfil what the emperor

commanded." And they held converse together in this wise

until ARIANUS became furious and filled with wrath, and he

drove the spear which he had in his hand into the saint, who
delivered up his spirit straightway, and received the crown of

martjnrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. And certain be-

lievers came and took the body of Saint claudius, and
swathed it with costly cloths, and laid it with the body of Saint

victor; and the bodies remained thus until the end of the

days of persecution. And the mother of Saint victor came to

the city of antinoe, and she made the bodies [fol. 81^3]
ready for burial, and she carried them to the city of Antioch.

They say, however, that the body of Saint claudius resteth

now in the city of ASYUT. Salutation to claudius. Salutation

to the one and twenty and to the six and sixty members of

the palace of claudius who suffered martyrdom through him.

,<%
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And on this day also is commemorated the consecration of

the church of the Forty soldier-martyrs in the church of our

Redeemer Jesus Christ, in the city of Alexandria, and kiru-

bAweyanu, the archbishop. Salutation to the consecration

of Thy Church, O Jesus the Redeemer.

XII. SANi

[fol. 8161] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is celebrated the commemoration of the glorious

angel michael the archangel. Now the reason for the celebra-

tion of the festival is as follows : There was in the city of Alex-

andria a great temple which Queen cleopatra, the daughter

of PTOLEMY, Kmg of Egypt, had built in the name of the star

zuhal(venus), and they celebrated a festival in its honour

on the twelfth day of the month of Sane. And there was in that

temple a great brass idol which was exceedingly awesome, and its

name was zuhal(venus), and they used to offer up many sacri-

fices to it on the day of the festival ; and they continued to cele-

brate the festival of that idol imtil the days of the archiepiscopate

of Archbishop Alexander, that is to say for three hundred

years and more. When Abba Alexander was appointed

Archbishop of Alexandria, the righteous Emperor constan-
TiNE was reigning, and the True Christian Faith spread abroad.

And Abba Alexander wanted to smash that idol, but some

worthless men of the city prevented him, and they said unto

him, "We are in the habit of celebrating a festival in honour

of this idol. And behold, fifteen archbishops have preceded

thee [here], and they did not alter our custom." And Abba
ALEXANDER rebuked them severely, and he explained the

matter to them, and said, ''This idol can do neither evil nor

good, but those who celebrate the festivals of idols worship

Satans.'* [fol. 8162] And Abba Alexander also said unto

them, *'If ye will hearken unto my advice, let me arrange for

you this festival as it ought to have been in olden times, that

is to say, let us smash this idol, and [rejconsecrate the temple,

and turn it into a church in the name of the glorious angel

MICHAEL the archangel, and we will arrange this festival in

his honour. And let the altar be [re-dedicated] to God Most

High, and let the poor, and the needy, and the wretched, eat

the oxen and sheep which the priests slay, and the glorious

angel michael shall intercede on your behalf with our Lord

Jesus Christ.'' And this good counsel pleased them, and they

yielded to his wishes, and they made the temple a church in

the name of the glorious angel michael the archangel. And
that temple became known as the "Church of Caesarea," and

it continued to stand until the Muslims reigned in Egj^t,

and then they destroyed it. And this festival was established

by order, and all the people of the districts [in Egypt] cele-

brated it in honour of the glorious angel michael the arch-

angel. And on this day God appointed michael the archangel

to his grade, above all the angels, and to his greatness, and
the archangel performed many miracles among which is the

following: There was a certain man who feared God, and who
used to celebrate the commemoration of the glorious angel

MICHAEL on the twelfth day of each [fol. 8163] month, and

especially during the months of Khedar and Sane. And there

was among his neighbours a rich man who was without mercy,

and he used to hate that God-fearing man when he celebrated

the festival of the glorious angel, and to laugh at him. When
the days of the God-fearing man had come to an end, and the

time of his death, when he would rest from the labour of this

fleeting world, drew nigh, he commanded his wife to be merciful,

and to celebrate the commemoration of that glorious angel

MICHAEL, and especially the festivals which fell on the twelfth

day of Khedar and on the twelfth day of Sane. Now at the

time of the death of the God-fearing man, his wife was with

child. And after the man died his wife buried him. And at that

time the woman was near her time to bring forth, and the pains

of childbirth seized her, and she was in very great tribulation,

and she said, "0 michael, angel of God, have compassion

upon me, and entreat God on my behalf so that He may deliver

me from the tribulation in which I am, and which hath come
upon me this day; for with thee there is great grace with God.'*
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And when she had said these words, the house wherein she was

became full of light, and forthwith she was relieved of her pains,

and she brought forth a child whose appearance was goodly.

And the angel of God, the glorious michael, came down from

heaven, and he blessed the child, and said, ''Thus saith God:

This child shall inherit the goods of the rich man who hath no

mercy, and all his possessions and all his lands/' At that

moment the rich man was looking out from the window of his

house [fol. S2a i] upon the house of the woman, and he heard

the voice of michael, the angel of God, saying, ''This child

shall inherit the money of the rich man." Then great sorrow

came upon him, and he sought for a pretext for kilHng the

child, but God protected him through the intercession of the

glorious angel michael. And when the days of the child were

ten years, his mother's money came to an end, and the rich

man, with small mercy in him, found his opportunity against

the woman. And he said unto her, "Give me thy son, and let

him minister imto me, and I will feed him and clothe him, and

will give thee twenty dinars in gold." When the woman heard

these words from the rich man she rejoiced on account of her

poverty, and the rich man gave her twenty dinars in gold, and

she gave him her son; and having taken him the rich man

rejoiced with a great joy, and he said in his heart, "Behold

what I have desired is fulfilled for me." Then he made a

wooden box as long as the boy was tall, and he forced the boy

into the box, and fastened the cover over him, and he carried

the box to the river, and cast it into the water, and he also

cast the key of the box into the river. And by the Will of God

the box floated on the surface of the river until it came to the

quay of a certain city which was not far from the river. And
there was a certain shepherd who was watching and tending his

flocks near the river, and when he saw the box in the river, he

dragged it out, [fol. 82 a 2] and carried it into his house, and

he was thinking by what means he could open the box. And
as he was thinking about this matter, God put the thought

into his heart that he should go to the river, and straightway

he went and found a man catching fish. And the shepherd

said unto him, " Cast [thy] net into the river in my name, and
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I will give thee the price of the fish which shall be caught";
and the fisherman did as the shepherd told him. And a great

fish came out from the net, and the shepherd gave him the
price thereof; and taking it he went to his house, and he killed

the fish to broil it, that he and his household might eat. And
having slit open the belly of the fish he found a key inside it,

and he said within himself, " Perhaps this is the key of the box."
And having inserted the key into the keyhole of the box, the
box opened quickly, and the shepherd marvelled for he found
inside it the boy whom the rich man wanted to kill. When he
saw [the boy] he rejoiced in him with a great joy, and he called

him "bAhran" because he found him in the river; and the
boy became to him as his son. Now the distance of the city

wherein the boy was bom, from that wherein the shepherd lived,

was a journey of ten days. And after many days the rich man
in whom there was no mercy wished to go and sojourn with the
shepherd, and when the sun was about to set he said unto the
shepherd, " Peradventure thou hast a place wherein we can
lodge until to-morrow; if thou hast I will pay thee [fol. 82a 3]
thy charge." And the shepherd brought the rich man into his

house, and he called the young man by his name of "bahrAn."
When the rich man heard this name he asked the shepherd,
saying, "Is this thy son?" And the shepherd said imto him,
"Yea, I found this young man when he was a little boy in a box
in the river, and I took him and reared him as my son." When
the rich man, in whom there was no mercy, heard this he was
very sorry in his heart, and he knew that the young man was
the boy whom he had thrown into the river to kill him. And
on the morrow the rich man wished to depart, and he devised
a device of Satem and said unto the shepherd, " I want thee to
give me this thy son so that I may send him with a message to
my house in the city which is called So-and-so, because I have
forgotten something which is in my house ; and the payment of
twenty dinars of gold which I should give to him I will give to
thee." And the shepherd rejoiced because of the gold, and he
called the young man and said unto him, "O my son bAhrAn,
come that this honourable man may send thee to his house on
some business concerning his house, and return to my house in
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peace"; and the young man said unto him, "WilHngly, O my

father, whatsoever thou commandest me I will do." Then

straightway the rich man wrote a letter to his steward, saying,

"When thou hast read this [fol. 82 & i] letter kill the bearer of

it, whose name is 'bahrAn,' and cast his body into a pit.

Let no one know about this until I come in peace"; and he

wrote on the letter a certain sign which they had agreed upon,

and which none but they two knew. And he sealed the letter

and gave it to bahrAn, and he gave him what money was

needful for the journey, and the young man departed. And as

he was journeying along the road, he was about half-way

between the two cities, behold one day the angel of God,

MICHAEL, the archangel, came to him, riding upon a horse in

the form of a soldier of the emperor; and he said unto bAhrAn,

"What hast thou with thee? " And he said unto him, "I have

with me a letter from a rich man who hath sent me to his house

in such and such a city." And the angel of God, the glorious

MICHAEL, said unto him, "Shew me the letter," and bAh rAn

bemg afraid of him gave him the letter. And the angel blew

on the paper, and obliterated everything which was written

upon it. And the glorious angel, michael, the archangel,

wrote with his own hand on the paper, saying, "Behold, I the

rich man So-and-so have sent unto thee the bearer of this

letter whose name is bAhrAn. As soon as ye have read this

letter marry my daughter So-and-so to him, for I have given

him all the goods in my house, and all my lands. Do not wait

until I come back. [fol. 826 2] for I shall tarry on my journey.

Let him do what he wisheth in my house, for I have given him

authority over all my goods and over my house. Here is the

sign which is between thee and me, O my steward. So-and-so."

And the angel of God, the holy angel michael, the archangel,

sealed the letter, and gave it to bAhrAn, and said unto him,

"Go to the house of the rich man, and when thou hast arrived

at his house give this letter to his steward, and do not tell him

that I met thee on the road, and that I have changed [the

contents of] this letter." And bAhrAn said unto him, "Yea,

my lord, everything which thou hast commanded me I will do."

And bAhrAn went on until he arrived at that city, and he

enquired for the house of the rich man So-and-so, and one

brought him to it, and he gave his letter to his steward. And
when the steward had read it, and understood the contents

thereof, he recognized the [private] mark, and knew that it was

authentic. And forthwith they made a great marriage-feast

for bAhrAn and the daughter of the rich man, and they

married them in the church, before the sanctuary of God; and

they lived in the happiness of marriage for forty days. And
towards the end of the marriage-feast the rich man returned to

his city, and when he heard the sound of the music and singing,

and the rejoicings, he asked, sajdng, "What is this sound which

I hear?" [fol. 8263] And certain of the men said unto him,

"Thy letter came by the hand of a young man called bAhrAn,
and as in it thou didst command that thy daughter should be

married to him, they gave her to that yoimg man whose name

is bAhrAn. And behold they have been rejoicing in the

marriage-feast for forty days and forty nights. And they have

given him all thy money, and thy house, and menservants and

handmaidens, and all thy possessions, according to what thou

didst command in thy letter." And when the rich man heard

these words, he cried out at the top of his voice, and fell down
and died; and straightway the Satans took his soul into the

lowest Sheol. And the young man inherited all his money even

as God the Most High had commanded. And the young man
bAhrAn celebrated the commemoration of the glorious angel

of God, MICHAEL the archangel, on the twelfth day of each

month, and he knew that it was he who had appeared unto him
and breathed on the letter and obliterated what was written

therein, and had written other matter in its place. And after

this he built a beautiful church in the name of the glorious angel

MICHAEL, the archangel, cmd he painted a picture of him in

it in front of the sanctuary, and through this picture many
signs and wonders were made manifest, and the sick were healed,

[fol. 83a i] And bAhrAn was appointed priest of that church,

and he ministered therein until the day of his death, and his

mother and his son inherited everlasting life through the inter-

cession of the glorious and holy angel, Saint michael the

archangel. And on the day of the resurrection this glorious

I
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angel bowed before the throne of God, and said, "I beg and

entreat Thy compassion, O my God, I Thy servant and

messenger, to make known to me all those who celebrate my
commemoration upon earth, through Thy righteous promise,

for Thou art merciful and compassionate." And God answered

and said imto him, "O Michael, chief of the faithful hosts of

heaven, behold, I command thee to lift up upon thy wing of

fire as many [men] as thou art able to cany upon it, three times."

And when Saint michael heard this he rejoiced and was glad,

and he lifted up upon his wing three times [as many as he

could of] the men who celebrated his commemoration upon
earth and made them to pass by the river of fire. And there

were thousands of thousands and tens of thousands of tens of

thousands, and no one could number them except God Himself.

Therefore, O beloved, it is meet that we should strive, and should

celebrate the conmiemoration of the glorious angel michael,
the archangel, as well as we are able, even if it be only to give

a cup of cold water in his name, even as our Lord saith in His

Holy Gospel. And let us ask for mercy from God through the

intercession of the glorious angel michael, [fol. 83a2] that

He may deliver us from the net of Satan, the accursed, and may
put far away from us all pain (or, sickness) and the plague, and
may increase the fruits of our lands in performing His mercy,
and may forgive us our sins, and may give rest to the souls of

our dead, and may bring back in safety those of our fathers

and brethren who are on a journey, and may set peace in our
midst, and may strengthen us in the True Faith to our last

breath. And this glorious angel Saint michael the archangel
performed many miracles. Salutation to michael.

And on this day also is commemorated the death and history
of Saint euphemia. This holy woman was the wife of a man
who feared God, and he gave much alms, and kept three festivals

each month, that is to say, the festival of the glorious Saint
MICHAEL, on the twelfth day of each month, and the festival

of our holy Lady the Virgin mary on the twenty-first day of
each month, and the festival commemorating the birth of our
Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ on the twenty-ninth day of

each month. And when the day of his death drew nigh, he

commanded the saint, his wife, never to fail [fol. 83^3] in

giving alms as he was wont to do, and especially to keep these

three festivals. And she asked her husband to have painted a

picture of the glorious angel Saint michael, the archangel, in

her house, and to give it to her, and he did this for her; and when

he died this saint continued to do as her husband had done.

And Satan was jealous of her, and he came unto her disguised

as a widow who was a nun, and he came to her and held con-

verse with her, saying, "I am sorry for thee and pity thee.

And now I advise you to marry, and to bring forth a son before

thy money come to an end, and thou fallest into want at the

last." And then he said unto her, ''Behold, thy husband hath

inherited the kingdom of heaven, and he hath no need of alms."

And she answered and said unto him, "I have promised God
that I will never consort with another man; even the doves

and the ravens do not take second mates. How then can men
who are created in the form and likeness of God do this?"

And when she would not hearken unto his advice, he changed his

form, and cried out against her, saying, "I will come to thee

another day"; and she took the picture of the glorious Saint

MICHAEL, and drove him away therewith. And when the

twelfth day of Sane had come, and she was occupied with the

celebration of the festival according to her custom, Satan

appeared unto her in the form of the glorious Saint michael,
and he said unto her, ''Peace be unto thee! I am michael,
the archangel, God hath sent me to thee, and He commandeth
thee to cease from these alms, and to marry a believing man.
Know thou that a woman without a man is like a ship without a

rudder"; [fol. 836 1] and he began to bring to her proofs out of

the Old Testament, and to shew her how Abraham, and isaac,

and JACOB, and dav i d, and others like unto them marriedwives

and pleased God. And the saint answered and said unto him,
" If thou art an angel of God, where is the symbol of the Cross

on thee? The soldier of a king never goeth to another place

without the symbol of the king on him." When Satan heard

these words from her, he changed his form, and he began to

choke her, and she prayed to the glorious Saint michael, and

>
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he came unto her forthwith and delivered her from him. And
he seized Satan and began to pimish him, and Satan entreated

him, sa5dng, "God will bear with us until the end of the world.

Have mercy upon me and do not torture me " ; and the saint

drove him away. And michael said unto Saint euphemia,
"Go and arrange thine affairs, for thou shalt depart from the

world this day. And behold God hath prepared for thee things

the like of which eye hath not seen, nor the ear heard of, and

which the heart of man hath never imagined "; and he gave her

the salutation of peace and went up into heaven. And after

she had finished the preparations for the feast in the proper

manner, she sent to the bishop and the priests, and they came
to her, and she gave them all her money to give to the poor,

and the needy, [fol. 83^2] and the destitute. And she took

the picture of the glorious Saint michael, and prayed to it,

and laid it upon her face and breast, and then she died in peace.

Salutation to euphemia who conquered m A st^mA (i.e. Satan).

And on this day also died the holy father Justus, the sixth

Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This saint was a learned

and honourable man of Alexandria, and Saint mark, the

evangelist, baptized him, and his mother, and many others,

with Christian baptism. Then an ian us, the perfect deacon,

made him a reader, and on another occasion he made him a
priest. And he grew up in the Law of the Church, and he knew
all the Scriptures, and he frequently sat with Saint an ian us;
and he taught the people, and confirmed them in the True
Faith. And when Abba barm£yu died, they took him, and
against his will made him Archbishop of the city of Alexandria.
And he protected well the Church in all the land of Egypt, and
he ruled them rightly and as was fitting, [fol. 83 ft 3] He sat

upon the throne of mark the evangelist for twelve years, and
he died in peace, at a good old age, and pleased his God. Salu-
tation to JUSTUS whom mark baptized.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba cyril, the
sixty-seventh Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. When
the father Abba gabra kr£st6s (i.e. christodoulos).
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the archbishop who preceded him, died, the bishops and elders

of the people agreed together, and went up to the monastery of

Saint Abba macarius, of the desert of scete, and they

passed two months there in seeking to find out who was the

most suitable man for this holy position. And there was in the

monastery of Saint Abba john KAMAa certain righteous man,

whose name was gabra krestos, who had the power of

seeing the future by the Holy Ghost. And the angel of God

appeared unto him, and said unto him, "Speak to the bishops

and say unto them, 'Trouble not, for behold there is among

you in the monastery of Saint Abba macarius, a man who

is fit for this honourable position; and his name is ga'arg!.'
"

And straightway Saint gabra krestos told them these

words, and they took this father against his will, and made

him Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. And the Church

shone through him, and all the people of the Church in the

country of Egypt rejoiced in that [fol. 84a i] appointment.

And he was exceedingly learned, and he appointed bishops,

and priests, and deacons, and he restored many churches.

During his period of office he appointed a second bishop to the

country of Ethiopia, whose name was sAwiROS (severus ?).

He was the brother of the Bishop of Ethiopia, and had been

brought up in his house there [in Egypt]. And when Abba

SAWiRds (severus ?) arrived in the country of Ethiopia

the people rejoiced greatly in him because of his knowledge and

his righteousness ; and he converted very many from their evil

deeds to repentance and the fear of God. And the king of

Ethiopia had many wives, and his nobles also, and through

the teaching of the bishop they all gave up their companies

of wives and each man lived with one wife only. And when he

had been in office for eleven years and three and a half months,

after partaking of the Holy Mysteries, he died in peace. And

they carried his body to the monastery of Abba macarius,

and laid it with the bodies of the archbishops. Salutation to

CYRIL the archbishop.

And on this day also died the blessed and pure seer of the

mysteries of heaven lAlibalA [sumamed gabra maskal],

«



996 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

King of Ethiopia. The parents of this saint having begotten

him, they brought him up in the fear of God. And when he
had grown up, and had arrived at man's estate, the king his

elder brother heard that [fol. 84a 2] he would inherit the

kingdom, and sit upon his throne, and jealousy came upon
him. And he sent and called him, and when he came, and stood

up before him, he contrived a matter against him, and he com-
manded his servants to beat him, and they beat him with very
many stripes, from the third hour of the day to the ninth hour;
and after this he commanded them to set him before him. And
when he stood up before him the king and all his soldiers mar-
velled when they saw that no injury had happened to him;
now the angel of God had supported him. Then the king said

unto him, "Forgive me, O my brother, for what I have done
to thee"; and then they made peace and were reconciled to
each other. And God saw the punishment which he suffered
that day, and He made him to inherit the kingdom. And having
become king he meditated on the things which would please
God, and he made many gifts to the poor and needy. And when
God saw the strength of his love, the angel of God appeared
imto him in a dream, and he shewed him how he was to build
ten churches together, but each being different from the other.
And he did as God shewed him, and when he had finished the
building of these churches, he made his brother's son to inherit
the kingdom. Salutation to lAlIb alA, the builder of churches.

XIII. SANt

[fol. 84^3] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father John, Bishop of Jerusalem.
This saint became a monk in his early years in the monastery
of Saint Abba hilarion the Great, with the father Abba
epiphanius, and he devoted himself to the ascetic life and
fought a great fight. And his knowledge and his virtues were
noised abroad, and [the bishops and priests] chose him, and
made him Bishop of Jerusalem, after he had been appointed
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Bishop of Cyprus. And when this father had seated himself in

his office, Satan led him astray through the love of money and

possessions, and he gathered together much money, and he

made vessels of silver for his table, and he used to eat out of

them ; and he never gave anything to the poor and needy, not

even the broken bread-cakes. And Saint epiphanius heard

the report of him, and then he remembered his spiritual fight,

and how formerly he had rejected the worid, and his devotion

to God and the ascetic life, and his piety, and his mercy, and

he had pity upon him from the depth of his heart, and he re-

membered his affection, for he was his brother in the Holy

Spirit, and his friend of long ago. And Saint epiphanius

rose up from Cyprus, and came to the city of Jerusalem, for

the sake of this father Abba JOHN, (although he made it

appear to men that he had come to worship in the Temple of

Jerusalem,) that he might save him from his error. And when

Abba EPIPHANIUS came to the city of Jerusalem, this father

Abba JOHN invited him to his house, and he placed before him

a table whereon were set the beautiful vessels of silver with

pottage in them. And then Abba epiphanius saw that Abba

JOHN had [fol. 846 I] in him no mercy for the poor and needy;

and he was very sorry for him, and his heart was in pain because

of hhn. And after he had gone forth from him Abba epi-

phanius devised the following plan: He was dwelling in one of

the monasteries of Jerusalem, and he sent to Saint Abba john,

saying, " Know, O my brother, that the elders of the city of

Cyprus, and all the chiefs of the people, have come to visit me,

and I wish thee to do me honour before them, and to send to

me from your house the silver vessels of thy table that they

may eat pottage from them"; and Abba JOHN sent the vessels

to him. And Saint Abba epiphanius took them, and sold

them, and received the price of them, and he gave away the

money in alms to the poor and needy. And after a few days

Saint Abba john said unto the holy and blessed Abba epi-

phanius, "Give me back the vessels of my table which I sent

unto thee"; and epiphanius said, ''Yea, I will." And Abba

JOHN demanded them from him a second, and a third time,

and epiphanius said unto hun, ''Yea, I will." And when

-• ^
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he did not give them up, Abba john seized him by the hem of

his garment in the church, on [the day of] the Resurrection of

our Lord Jesus Christ, and he said unto him, "I will not let

thee go until thou givest me back my [silver] vessels/' And
Abba EPiPHANius prayed, and entreated God, and God
made Abba john blind. Then Abba john wept and entreated

EPIPHANIUS, who prayed to the Lord God our Lord Jesus

Christ, and He opened for him one of his eyes. And epi-

pHANI us said unto him, "Behold, our Lord Jesus Christ [fol.

84b 2] hath left blind one of thine eyes so that thou mayest

remember thy good spiritual fight, and thy strivings, and thy

former good and willing deeds. Know thou that I have sold

the vessels of thy table, and have given the price thereof in

alms to the poor and needy on thine account. I only came to

Jerusalem because I heard that thou wast a lover of money."
And from that time Abba JOHN awoke from his dream of

inertness, even as a man waketh up out of slumber, and he

walked diligently in the path of charity, and more than any
man he gave away in alms all his money, and all the clothes

which he had. And he gave up the acquisition of money and the

riches of this fleeting world, and at last, at the time of his death,

there was not foimd with him one derkham (dirham) of gold, or

any smaller piece of money. And God gave him the great gift

of healing, and he worked many miracles, and he used to heal

all those who were sick or who had diseases by anointing them
with holy oil from the Tomb of our Lord Jesus Christ, and he

protected them by means of the sign of the Life-giving Cross.

And having finished his spiritual fight and his divine excellences,

and pleased God, he died in peace. Salutation to john the

Perfect, Bishop of Jerusalem.

And on this day also the Christian peoples [fol. 846 3] of the

land of Egypt are accustomed to celebrate the festival of the

glorious angel, the Archangel gabriel, the captain of the

hosts of heaven, who preached the new tidings. In the first place

it was he who brought news to dan i el, when he was praying
and entreating God for the return of the children of Israel from
captivity, and for their deliverance from Satan. And this great
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angel appeared imto him, and annoimced to him the deliverance

of the children of Israel from the captivity of Babylon, and the

building of the sanctuary in Jerusalem; and he announced to

them the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. And he defined the

number of years after the passing of which our Lord Jesus

Christ would come, and he made him to know that He would

be killed, and that afterwards the city of Jerusalem would be

laid waste, and that no other Messiah would come after Him

except the False Messiah. And when the years which he had

defined were ended, and the time had come for the Redeemer

to arrive, this glorious archangel, and captain of the hosts of

heaven. Saint gabriel, came from God and announced to

our holy Lady, the Virgin mary, the God-bearer, the coming

to her of the Son of the Living God, and His Incarnation

through her. And gabriel appeared in the flesh because God

loved him, and it was for this reason that He sent this angel

on these two great missions. And our fathers, the doctors of

the holy Church, have commanded us to celebrate a festival in

his honour each year. Let us entreat [fol. 85 a i] him to inter-

cede for us with our Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ, that He

may deliver us from our enemies, for he is nigh unto Him, and

he standeth before His throne, so that by his intercession we

may find grace before our God, to Whom are meet praise, and

[ascription of] might, and laud, and the heartiest thanksgiving,

and honour, [on] all days. Salutation to gabriel.

And on this day also is commemorated cainan, who lived

nine hundred and ten hundred {sic) years ; and he died on the

fourth day of the week.

And on this day also are commemorated 'abulAg, the

martyr, and two hundred martyrs, and our father mAtyAn,

who was persecuted for righteousness' sake.

li
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XIV. SANi

[fol. 85^2] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day became martyrs the saints Abba 'akrA, and

JOHN, and 'abtelma (ptolemy ?), and philip. This

Saint Abba 'akra was of the men of the city of damanhur,
in the district of busir, in the north of Egypt, and west of

the river of m£sr (cairo); he had a brother, whose name was
PHILIP, and he was exceedingly rich. And they made an
agreement with their two priests, whose names were john
and 'abtelma (ptolemy ?), and the four of them came to

the city of kartes, and confessed our Lord Jesus Christ

before the governor. And the governor commanded the soldiers

to shoot them to death with arrows, and they shot at them,

but the arrows never reached them. And after this the governor

commanded them to cast them into a red-hot oven, and they

did so, and they heaped up the fire upon them, but God sent

His angel and delivered them from the fire. Then the governor

commanded them to tie them to the tails of horses, and to

drag them from the city of kartes to the city of damanhur;
and they did all this to them, but no injury whatsoever came
to them. And the governor commanded them to cut off their

heads, and they took them outside the city of damanhur,
and cut off their heads with the sword, and the saints received

crowns of mart5a-dom. And men came from the city of pA and
took the body of Saint Abba 'akrA, and they built for him a
beautiful church, and laid his body inside it, and many signs

and wonders took place therein through him. [fol. 85 a 3] And
similarly, men of the city of damanhur came and took
[the bodies] of the three saints philip, and 'abtelmA
(ptolemy ?), and john, and wrapped them for burial in

costly cloths, and they built them beautiful churches, and
laid their bodies inside them, and countless very great signs

and miracles took place therein. Salutation to 'abtelmA
(ptolemy ?), and philip, and john, and 'akrA.

TENTH month—SANE (jUNE 5-JULY 4) lOOI

XV. Sane

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is celebrated the festival of the consecration of

the church of the blessed, and holy, and victorious fighter, the

soldier of heaven, our father Mi N As, in the city which is called

MARYUT (mareotis), and his miracles were made manifest,

and his body revealed. Now the body of the saint having been

hidden in the earth, the glorious and Most High God wished

to reveal it. And in those days there was a certain shepherd,

who pastured his sheep near the hill wherein the body of Saint

Abba minAs was hidden and buried, and this shepherd saw

one of his sheep, which was sick of a grievous disease, dip itself

in the water of the well which was near that place, and then

roll itself in the dust [fol. 85 h i] of the hill, and it was healed

straightway. And the shepherd marvelled, and he used to

take all his sick sheep, and wash them in that water, and make

them to roll themselves in the dust of that hill, and they were

healed straightway. And this also the shepherd used to do

with all the sick folk whom the people brought to him ; he mixed

the dust from the hill with the water and smeared them with

the mixture, and they were healed straightway; now the shep-

herd knew the cause of the healing. And the report of this

shepherd was heard by the Emperor of Rome. And he had a

daughter who was sick with running sores, and he sent her to

the shepherd who healed her of her sickness, in the same way

as he healed his sheep. And having been healed she wished to

know the reasons why that place healed her, and Saint minAs

appeared imto her in a vision, and told her that his body was

hidden in that place, and said, *' Behold, God hath commanded

thee to dig, and to raise me up." When she awoke she did as

the saint commanded, and raised up his glorious body, and she

built over it a beautiful shrine, and they laid his honourable

body inside it. And the emperor commanded his nobles and

his officials to build their houses m that place, and a great city

was built and it was called maryut (mareotis). And God
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made manifest through the body of this Saint Abba minas

countless signs and miracles. And the archbishop [of Alex-

andria], and his bishops, came and consecrated the church, as

it were this day. And the fame of the signs [fol. 85 h 2] and

wonders which appeared in that church through the inter-

cession and entreaty of Saint minas, the martyr, was noised

abroad [everj^where]. Salutation to the consecration of thy

house, O Saint minas.

And on this day also is commemorated gabra krestos,

the pure deacon.

XVI. SANi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died at a good old age the ascetic father and

fighter, of a glorious memory, Abba nAfer (or, 'abunAfer),

who was the first ascetic [to live] in the desert of Upper Egypt.

Now the history of this saint is related imto us by paphnu-
Tius, who was moved by the grace of God, and was sent to see

the servants of God who lived in the desert. And he saw many
of them, and wrote the histories of their strifes, and among
these was Abba nAfer. When this father came into the desert

he foimd a well of water, and a palm tree, and he lived in that

desert for eight years. And one day this saint paphnutius
saw Abba nAfer coming to him, and he was [fol. 856 3] naked,

and the hair of his head and his beard covered his body. When
he saw paphnutius he was afraid of him, and he thought

that he was an unclean spirit, and Saint Abba paphnutius
held him fast, and made the sign of the Cross before him, and

he prayed and said, "Our Father which art in heaven.'* Then

Saint Abba nAfer said unto him, "Good is thy coming to me,

O Abba PAPHNUTIUS." And when the saint had prayed

before him, and had called upon him to put aside fear, the two

prayed together, and held converse about the greatness of God.

And PAPHNUTIUS asked Abba nAfer to tell him how and
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by what means his coming to that place happened, and how he

lived. And Abba nAfer answered and said unto him, "I was

living in this desert wherein there are righteous and chosen

monks, and I heard them talking about the greatness of those

who live in the desert, and praising them for the good works of

all kinds which they performed. And I said unto them, ' Are

there here any who are better than you? ' And they said imto

me, ' Yea, those who live in the desert are held in honour by

God. We live near the world and the men who are in it, and if

we sorrow, or are sad, we find someone who will comfort us;

if we are sick, we find someone to visit us; if we are naked, we

find someone to clothe us; and if we desire any desirable object

we find it; but those who live in the desert lack everything.'

When I heard these words from them my heart burned Uke

fire. When the night came I took a little bread and I went out

from the monastery, and I prayed and asked the Lord [fol.

86 a i] Jesus Christ to guide me to the place wherein I was to

live; and then I set out. And God prepared a certain righteous

man for me, and I found [him] and I dwelt with him, until he

guided me into the path of the desert monks. Then I came to

this place, and I found this palm tree, which beareth twelve

clusters of dates each year ; one cluster of dates serveth as food

for me each month, and I drink water from this well. And

behold I have lived in this desert until this day, eight years,

and I have never seen any man's face but thine." And whilst

they were talking together the angel of God came down to

them, and administered unto them the Holy Mysteries, the Body

and Blood of our Lord and God and Redeemer Jesus Christ.

And they ate a little food together, and then Saint Abba nAfer
transformed himself, and became like a fire, and then he bowed

his knees and worshipped God, and he embraced Saint paph-

nutius, and delivered up his soul into the hand of God. And

the saint wrapped him in cloth made of sheep's wool, and buried

him in that cave. And he thought within himself that he would

live in that place instead of Abba nAfer, but when he had

buried him the palm tree fell down, and the well of water dried

up, which happened by the Will of God. And when Saint

paphnutius came backinto the world, he declared the histories

B £ SIV 64
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of the desert saints whom he had seen, and especially the

history of this Saint Abba nAfer, and [fol. 86a 2] the day on

which he died. Salutation to Abba nAfer.

Salutation to you, O ye who dwelt on the sand.

Salutation to thee, O iyAsus-bGruk, the faithful com-

panion of y£kun6-'amlAk, [King of Ethiopia, a.d. 1270-

1285].

And on this day the angel of God appeared to Joseph in a

dream, and told him to take the Child and His mother, and to

return to the land of Israel.

XVII. SANfe

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Saint Abba latsun (batsun ?). This

saint was a man of the city of b£hn£sA, and when he was a

young man he heard the Holy Gospel which saith, "He who
wisheth to save his soul [fol. 86 a 3] let him throw it away. And
he who hath cast away his soul, shall find everlasting life"

(Matthew xvi, 25). When he heard this, his heart became hot

hke fire with the love of God, and having received the Holy

Mysteries he departed to the monastery of 'asn6khAt, where

he fought a great fight with ceaseless fastings and prayers ; and

he used to fast for a week at a time. And the angel of God
appeared imto him, and told him to go to Saint Isidore, to

be endued with the garb of the monastic life by him. And Abba
LATSUN (batsun ?) went to Saint Abba Isidore, who
prayed over the apparel, which is the garb of the angels and of

the monastic life, for forty days, and endued him with the garb

of the monastic life; and Abba latsun (batsun ?) devoted

himself to God and to the spiritual fight. Then by the advice

of his teacher he went out and dwelt by himself, and he kept

vigil, and prayed, and fasted continually. And there was near
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him a certain monastery, the monks of which he used to visit,

and one day when he went to the monastery he found the abbot

of the monastery sick and nigh to die ; and all the monks were

round about him weeping. And then Saint Abba latsun

(batsun ?) saw the hosts of Satan surrounding him, and he

asked the abbot, saying, '' What hath happened to thee, O
Father? " And the abbot commanded the monks to go forth

from him, and he began and told Abba latsun (batsun ?)

all the sins which he had committed during his youth, and they

were very great indeed, and very many. And he said unto him,

" Forgive me, O my brother, I have done many evil things, and

there is no man [fol. 866 i] before me who hath done the like,

as for example : When I wanted to be made a priest, and they

would not make me one, I departed to another place, and I said

that the bishop had made me a priest, and I consecrated the

Offering without fear. And I took the Holy Body and I worked

magic therewith. And I lay with the mother who brought me
forth ten times, and she conceived by me, and when she was

near her time for bringing forth I made her drink medicine so

that I might kill the child. My sin is very great indeed. And

behold, the time of my death and of my departure from this

world hath arrived, and I have no good deed which I can offer

unto God. I beseech thee, O my father, and I bow to thee before

God, that thou mayest remember me in thy holy prayers."

And Abba latsun (batsun ?) wept, and he saw the Satans

taking the soul of that man, and they tortured it with beatings

with whips of fire ; and it became black. And after he had made

the body of the abbot ready for burial, and had buried him.

Saint LATSUN (batsun ?) remembered the words of that

wretched man, who said unto him, "For God's sake remember

me in thy prayers." And he remembered the words of the Holy

Gospel, *' There is no greater love than this, that a man should

give his life for his friend" (John xv, 13). And this saint con-

tinued to torture himself with every kind of torture, and he

besought our Lord Jesus Christ on behalf of the soul of that

smner and to have mercy upon him. And he tortured himself

and died five times; and Saint michael the archangel ap-

peared unto him [fol. 866 2] and said unto him, "Thou shalt

64-2
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not kill thyself. It is not meet for Him to have mercy on that

sinner. And his sin shall not be remitted unto him, for God is

righteous and He doeth judgement and justice. He doth not

shew grace unto him who is imworthy of grace, and He doth

not punish the man who doth not deserve punishment.'* And
having killed himself once in beseeching God on behalf of the

soul of that sinner, michael the archangel came unto him,

and said imto him, "Do not kill thyself, for God will not have

mercy upon that sinner." Then Abba latsun (batsun ?)

drowned himself in the sea (or, river) and died. And straightway

there was a mighty peal of thimder, and our Lord Jesus Christ

came down from heaven, and He sat on the shore and He
commanded Saint michael, and he brought the saint up out

of the water, and raised him up alive from the dead. And our

Lord Jesus Christ said unto him, '* Peace be unto thee, O My
chosen one, latsun (batsun ?), why dost thou kill thyself

time after time for the sake of that sinner? Mercy doth not

befit him. His sins are very many, and they are most abomin-

able ; they are the very worst sins, and it is not right for a man
to speak of them"; and Saint Abba latsun (batsun ?) did

not answer. And he said unto Him, '* I beseech Thee, O my Lord

Jesus Christ, to shew mercy on that sinner in punishment ; if

Thou wilt not shew mercy to him then take my soul with him

into pimishment." And our Lord knew that the saint would

kill himself many times for the sake of that sinner. And our

Lord commanded and He touched his hands, and made him
like the dust ; and He said, [fol. 866 3] ''This soul shall not suffer

punishment from this time forward, but it shall never find

mercy, and shall be like the dust"; and Saint Abba latsun
(batsun ?) glorified our Lord Jesus Christ because of the

great compassion and mercy which He shewed to that wretched

man, and because He had brought him out of punishment.

And after this our Lord said unto Abba latsun (batsun ?),

"Verily I say unto thee, O My chosen one latsun (batsun ?),

whosoever shall celebrate thy commemoration, or shall give in-

cense, or an offering, or oil, or wax, or shall satisfy the hungry,

or give drink to the thirsty, or clothe the naked for thy name's

sake on the day of thy commemoration, or shall write the history
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of thy fight, I will write his name in the Book of Life in the

heavens, and will blot out his sins." And when our Lord Jesus

Christ had said these things unto him, He went up into heaven

with great glory. And Abba latsun (batsun ?) rejoiced

with a great joy, and returned to his cave, and dwelt there

fighting the fight for many days ; and having finished his fight

and pleased God he died in peace. Salutation to Abba latsun

(batsun ?).

And on this day also is celebrated the commemoration of

Abba PALAMON, the great pilgrim and anchorite, [fol. 87a i]

who rejected the world, and dwelt in a monastery. He devoted

himself to God, and he fought so many fights that Satan

became weary of fighting against him. This saint dwelt for

very many days in silence and solitude; he never laughed, and

he never spoke to anyone, but he wept for his sins by day and

by night. Often Satan would come (?) to him to amuse himself

with him, and to laugh at him, but he was not able to rejoice (?)

over him wholly, for [the saint] was sad and climg to the Name

of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and because of this Satan was wroth

with him. One day Saint palAmon rose up and departed to

Egypt, in order to sell the things which he had made with his

hands. And as he was going along the road, and was weeping

so bitterly that his eyes were nearly washed out of his head by

the abundance of his tears, Satan led him astray on the road,

and would not let him know where he was going; and at the

end of six days the old man, being well nigh [dead] through

hunger and thirst, fell upon the earth. But God, the lover of

man, did not allow His servant palam6n to be destroyed

through Satan, and He drove away the imclean spirit, and set

it afar off from him. And when the old man knew everything

which had happened to him, he cried out, saying, "O my Lord

Jesus Christ, help me." And straightway he heard a voice

which said unto him, ''Fear not, for the Enemy shall not

prevail over thee. But rise up and go a little towards the north,

and there thou shalt find a righteous man, an old monk, who

dwelleth in the fastness of the mountain; his name is latsun

(batsun ?), and he hath undertaken many labours for My
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Name's sake. [£01.870^2] Tell him everything which hath

happened imto thee from thy youth up, and how Satan hath

tempted thee; he shall pray for thee that thy sin be forgiven

thee." And straightway the holy and blessed palAmon rose

up, and he took some of the things which his hands had made,

and he departed to the mountain in the north, reciting as he

went the psalm of david which saith, ''O Lord dehver me for

Thy Name's sake"—to the end of the same (Psalm Ixxix), and

also the eighth psalm, and at length God guided him to the place

where the old man Saint latsun (batsun?) was. When the

old man Saint lats6n (batsun ?) saw him, he rejoiced

and he embraced him and took him up to the top of the rock.

After they had prayed, and sat down, Abba palAmon began

to weep bitterly, and he told him all the sin which he had com-

mitted from his youth up, and begged earnestly for forgiveness;

and he also told him how Satan had tempted him. And he said

unto him, "One day when I was journeying in Egypt to sell

the work of my hands, Satan came to me, and made my mind

to go astray, and he would not allow me to call upon the Name
of my Lord Jesus Christ. And he shewed me a city which had

been builded like the city of a king, and in it were waters, and

gardens, and trees. And as I was thinking how I should sell

the work of my hands, he appeared unto me in the form of a

woman, who was sorrowing for the death of her husband, who
had left her much money. And she said unto me, * I will buy
from thee.' And she brought me into the upper room of her

house, and she lifted down the basket from my head, and she

made me to sit down and washed my feet. And she com-

manded her handmaidens to bring a table and wine, and she

besought me frequently to eat with her; and we ate, and drank,

and were drunken. And as we were talking together [fol. 87 a 3]

all the maidservants went out and we two were left together.

And straightway mine eyes burned like fire with the lust of

fornication, and I remembered not God Who is in the heavens,

nor His angels who serve therein, and I was like one who lay

with her often. Afterwards, when I woke up, I looked about

me and I could find nothing. There was no woman, no house,

no table, no people, no beasts, no waters, and no gardens ; but
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I found my head runnmg round under the mountain of my

abode, and I was as if I had neither eaten nor drunk. Then I

wept much, and I saw Satan standing far from me, and laughing

at me. And he said unto me, 'Woe be to thee palAmon, the

pilgrim, who dost jest and laugh with me. Behold I can snare

thee like a bird
!

' When I heard his words I made the sign of

the Cross over him, and he fled from me. And now, O my

father latsun (batsun ?), I take refuge m thy holiness; pray

to God to forgive me my sins and my error." And Abba

LATSUN (batsun ?), answered and said unto Abba palAmon,

'Tear not, I believe on God that He will forgive thee thy sin."

Then they rose up, and prayed three days and three nights,

and there came unto them a voice which said, ''Fear not, O

My faithful servants, henceforward the Enemy shall not prevail

over you. As for the sin which palAmon committed, I have

placed it on the head of Satan, and not only the sin of palA-

mon have I placed there, but I will place upon him the sins of

all those whom he hath tempted." [fol. 876 i] After this Abba

palAmon was blessed by Abba latsun (batsun ?) and he

departed to his abode praising God; and he died in peace.

Salutation to Abba palAmon.

And on this day also is celebrated the commemoration of

the blessed Saint Abba garimA. The father of this saint was

Emperor of Rome, and his name was masf£yAn6s; the name

of his mother was sfepfeNGEvA, and she was barren. And

having besought our holy Lady, the Virgin mary, the God-

bearer, she gave her this son; and she called his name " ISAAC."

When he had grown up she taught him the Books of the Church,

and then isaac was appointed deacon. And the men of Rom^

having made him emperor, he sat and judged justly and right-

eously for seven years. And when Saint Abba pantaleon

of the cell heard [of him], he sent to him, saying, "O my son

ISAAC, let the dead bury their dead, and do thou come and

seek the kingdom of my Lord Jesus Christ"; and Abba gar-

imA, having heard him, forsook the kingdom, and went forth

by night. Then the angel Saint gabriel appeared, and he

carried him on his shining wing [fol. 876 2] and at the third
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hour brought him into the hand of Abba pantaleon. Now

the length of the road was a journey of ten months and four

days. The King of Ethiopia at that time was 'alam^dA.

When Abba pantaleon saw Saint isaac he embraced him,

and kissed him, and then he arrayed him in the garb of the

monk; and the saint fasted and prayed so strenuously that his

flesh congealed on his bones. Then he went to a place [in]

madrA (?) and he lived there for three and twenty years,

working countless signs and wonders, and casting out devils,

and healing the sick. One day he sowed wheat at dawn, and

reaped it m the evening, and some of it he offered as an offering

;

and on the following day he took the remamder up to the

threshing floor, and he trod out the sheaves of wheat, and

obtained therefrom seventy-seven measures of grain. And he

also planted a vine shoot on a rock, and it took root, and put

forth leaves and bore fruit immediately. And once when he

was writing a letter, and the sim was about to set, he adjured

the Sim to stand still and it did so irntU he had finished his

letter. And the spittle which he spat out remaineth unto this

day, and is a means for healing the sick ; and once when a reed

fell from his hand, it took root that very day. One day certain

calumniators went to Abba pantaleon and said, ''The

priest ISAAC consecrated the Offering after he had eaten."

And Abba pantaleon having gone to him caught him on the

road, and he said unto him, "Wait, man, so that I may tell

thee a secret." And Saint isaac said unto him, ''Let men
shut me in, and remove the stones from us "

; and they turned

aside for [fol. 8763] a distance of five stadia. And Abba
pantaleon said unto him, "O my son isaac, thou hast

terrified me," and thereupon he was called Abba garimA.

And having finished his good course, our Redeemer appeared

unto him, and promised him that [He would forgive the sins

of] him that should call upon his name, and celebrate his com-

memoration. And straightway he was caught up in a shining

cloud and disappeared. Salutation to Abba garimA.

And on this day also is celebrated the commemoration of

the saints of 'akuoren. . ., and Abba palAm6n, and bar-
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tholomew, and Alexandra, and Alexander, the mar-

tyrs, and JOSEPH, and 'ars^mA.

XVIII. SANi

in the name of the father and the son

and the holy ghost. one god

On this day died the holy father, Abba damianus, the

thirty-fifth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This saint

became a monk in his early years in the desert of scete, and

he continued to fight, and to devote himself to God for seventeen

[fol. 88 a i] years. He was appointed a deacon in the monastery

of Saint Abba JOHN, and after this he went to the monastery

of Saint Abba batAron, that is to say, the "Monastery of the

Fathers," which is to the west of Alexandria, wherein he devoted

himself to God and fought a fight like unto that of the desert

monks. When Abba peter was made Archbishop of the city

of Alexandria, he sought for a learned man to live with him in

his house and to help him with the work of the archiepiscopate,

and with whom he could take counsel concerning the work of

the Church. And men praised damianus to him, and he had

him brought to him, and asked him if he would live with him

;

and DAMIANUS agreed to this, and he dwelt in the archbishop's

house ; and he pursued a good course of life and all men loved

him. When Abba peter the archbishop died, the bishops

and the doctors agreed with one consent, and against his will

they made this Saint damianus Archbishop of the city of

Alexandria. And his course of life was wholly good. Frequently

he wrote Epistles and Discourses, and sent them to all the

cities. Now there were in the desert of scete of the monastery

of Saint Abba macarius certain evil heretics of the following

of mat Lis, the heretic, and these men used to drink wine on

the night of the day of their Eucharist, and on the following

day they would receive the Holy Mysteries. As an excuse they

said that our Lord gave to His disciples two cups. When He

gave them the first cup He said unto them, "This is My Blood,"

and when He gave them the second cup He said, "This is My
Blood." And Saint damianus shewed them their [fol. 88a 2]
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error, and said unto them, ''The first cup was a symbol of the

joy of the Old Covenant which was, in the Law of the Old

Covenant, an offering. As concemeth the Law of the New
Covenant, the Canon of the Apostles banneth every one who
tasteth anything before the Offering/' Some of the heretics

turned from their evil act and submitted to him, but some of

them would not submit to him, and would not turn from their

counsel ; and these he excommunicated and drove them forth. In

the days of this father died Theodore, Archbishop of the city

of Antioch, and there was appointed in his place a heretic who
did not believe in the Holy Trinity, and who said that God
was One Person only, and that Three Persons ought not to be

mentioned. And he sent a letter [containing] his wicked Faith

to Abba DAMIANUS who, when he had read it, was exceedingly

sorry for him, because he did not find in his letter the name of

the HolyTrinity; and because he said therein, " It is not meet that

men should mention the Trinity, for God is One by Himself."

Thus did he speak in his madness, and this father was sorry

for him with a great sorrow. And he wrote to him a letter in

which he explained the matter, and said unto him, **If God is

without division, [He is] one in His Godhead and Self. But He
is Three Aspects, Three Persons, and One Being, He is for ever,

and [this] niunber [of Persons] can neither be added to nor

diminished." And he wrote to him many testimonies [derived]

from the words of the Holy Scriptures, and wise teachings, to

make him understand. And he said unto him, [fol. SSa 3]

"In God is life," and he proclaimed that He is for ever, and
that there is no [god] besides Him. And when this letter, which

was full of the grace of the Holy Spirit and the True Faith,

reached this heretical Archbishop of the city of Antioch, the

darkness of his heart (or, mind), and his little knowledge did

not permit him to understand its meaning, but he continued

in his infidelity. And this Abba damianus separated himself

from commimion with this heretic, and he did not allow any
of his flock to mention him at the time of prayer, and at the

time of the Offering, for twenty years, that is to say up to the

time of his death. After this Abba damianus continued to

protect his flock by means of his Epistles and Admonitions for
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a period of three and thirty years; and he attained a good old

age and pleased God, and died in peace. Salutation to Arch-

bishop DAMIANUS.

And on this day also is celebrated the commemoration of

ISIDORE, the martyr.

XIX. SANt

[fol. 8861] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day became a martyr the new Saint george, that

is to say, MAZAkhAM, which is, being interpreted, '* Compeller,"

in the days of the Muslims. This saint had a father who was a

Muslim [and was caUed] "balaw," and he married a woman

who was a Christian from the city of dem^rA, in the north of

Egypt, and he begat her three sons, of whom this saint was one,

and he called his name "zAkhan (sic)r And he used to go with

his mother to church, and he wished to become a Christian,

and he begged his mother to be allowed to receive the Holy

Mysteries. And she said unto him, ''It is impossible for anyone

to receive the Holy Mysteries unless he hath been baptized

with Christian baptism, and is pure." Then she gave him a

portion of the blessed Eulogia bread, and having swallowed

it, the taste thereof became in his mouth like that of honey.

And he meditated in his heart, and said, "If the taste of this

portion of the bread of the Christians is like honey in my

mouth, what will be the taste of the Offering? " And he wished

to become a Christian, and he made it known that he intended

to be a Christian, and intended to be baptized, and his mother

advised him to go to another city ofBARBAYA(?). And his

matter became known, and he was afraid and fled to the city of

damietta, where he was baptized with Christian baptism,

and changed his name to george. And the Muslims oppressed

him, and seized him, and tortured him very severely. [foL

SSb2] Then he escaped and fled to the city of saft abu-trAb,

and dwelt therein for three years. When his history became
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known he departed to the city of KfextjR, and ministered in

the church of Saint george, the martyr, and then he returned

to the city of dem^rA. And the MusHms of the city of dem^rA
heard his history, and they seized him and delivered him to the

governor. Now the wife of the governor was a Christian, and

she said unto the governor, "Do not torture this holy man,"

and he shut him up in prison. And the Muslims assembled

and smashed the door of the prison house, and they beat the

saint very severely, and they split open his head, and they left

him wellnigh dead, that is to say, between life and death.

When the Christians came in the morning to bury him, for

they thought that he was dead, they found him alive. After

this the Muslims gathered together and formed a company, and

they said unto the saint, " If thou dost not turn away from this

coimsel of thine we will torture thee very severely, and kill

thee." And Saint george mazAkham said unto them, *'Do

what ye will. I will not deny my Lord Jesus Christ, the Son

of the Living God, the Creator of the heavens and of the earth."

And they were wroth with him, and they hung him up on the

mast of a ship, and tortured him very severely; and after this

the governor commanded the soldiers to take him down and

shut him up in prison, and they did as he commanded. And
his wife made him to bear patiently, and she strengthened him,

and taught him that he must not think in his heart that the

punishment which had come [upon him] was because of his

sins; [fol. 88^3] that Satan should not lead him astray, or

destroy his toil; and that he must encourage himself in his

heart with the thought that he was a coimterpart of the martyrs.

And then the angel of God appeared unto him, one night, and
comforted him, and strengthened him, and promised him that

he shoiild be numbered with the martyrs ; and he informed him
that on the following day they would cut off his head. When
the morning came the Muslims gathered together about the

governor, and demanded from him [permission] to cut off his

head; and the governor commanded them to take him, and to

do what they wished with him. And they took him out of

prison, and cut off his head with the sword, near the church of

the glorious angel michael in the city of d£merA, and he
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received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens.

Then they lighted a fire on his body, and that fire burned all

that day and all that night, but it neither consumed him nor

touched him at all. After this the Muslims took him and laid

him in a basket, and cast him into the river, and by the Will of

God he came to the quay on the shore of an island, and his

mother, who was waiting for him, took him and made him

ready for burial, and laid him in her house for a few days. After

this they built a church for him and laid him therein, and

countless signs and wonders took place there through him.

Salutation to george, [fol. Sga i] and salutation to the woman

his friend.

And on this day also became a martyr Saint bes6y-n6b,

which name meaneth "fine gold." This saint came from a city

the name of which is bAn 6s, in the district of Damietta, and

he was the son of noble and wealthy parents in that city. He

was one of the soldiers of cyprianus, the governor of Athribis,

and he believed on the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. [And

the governor of Athribis commanded his soldiers to bring him]

mto the city of Athribis, and they took him to the city of

antinoe; and he stood before arianus, governor of the

city of ANTINOE, who was angry with him, and said unto him,

"Cast incense to the gods." And he would not obey him, and

was not afraid of him, and arianus tortured hun severely.

Then he commanded them to cut off his head with the sword,

and they took him outside the city, and a crowd of men from

the city followed him. And in it was the keeper of the lions of

arianus, the governor, and he had with him two lions bound

with an iron chain ; and one of them rushed forward and broke

the chain [and attacked the saint]. And the angel of God came

to the saint and raised him up above the lions, and he flew away

with him until he brought him to the Fountain of the Sun

(HeHopolis ?), and the saint, who had his eyes closed, did not

know where he was going. And then they cut off his head with

the sword, and he received the crown of martyrdom in the

kingdom of the heavens, [fol. 89^2] Salutation O nub-

b£s5y (sic), which is being interpreted, ''fine gold."

'i
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And on this day also became martyrs the five soldiers 'arso-

NdPHis, PETER, 'ascarion, 'areng!s, and BfeLFEYds,

who lived in the Palace of Diospolis. When the governor urged

them to sacrifice to the gods, the saints said unto him, "We
will fulfil the commandment of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to

Him only will we sacrifice/' When the governor heard this he

was wroth, and he commanded the soldiers to put them into a

house, and not to give them bread or water for two days. Then

he ordered them to bring them to him, and when they stood

before him he said unto them, ''Sacrifice ye to the gods." And

the saints said unto him with one voice, ''We are Christians,

and we will not sacrifice to unclean devils." And the governor

commanded the soldiers to chain them by their necks, and to

take them to another governor. And 'arengis said unto his

brethren, " I tell you truth. I heard the angel of God pronounce

the names of the five of us." And when the soldiers had brought

them to DESfes, the governor, he took the first of them 'ars6-

NOPHis, and said unto him, "Sacrifice to the gods"; and when

he refused to do so the governor commanded them to fetter

him, and to tie him to the tail of a horse, and drag him through

the city. When they had brought him into the city, he com-

manded them to cast him into the furnace of the public baths.

And they also tied him to a chariot to torture him, and [fol.

89^3] hung him up head downwards; and he kept his Faith

and delivered up his soul. Next they brought Saint peter,

and DESES said unto him, "Sacrifice." And when he refused

to do so the governor conunanded them to take him and fetter

him, and to set up a post, and to hang him upon it, head down-

wards, and to tie him to it in this position. And they also dug

a hole in the ground, and covered him up in it with earth, and

made a mule to tread it down, but the saint bore this, God
helping him. When theybrought him out hisbodywas crushed (?)

by the excessive torture, and he was unable to speak; and

then they tied him up in the hide of an animal [and left him]

without bread and water. And they brought 'arengIs before

the governor, who said unto him, "Sacrifice," and when he

refused to do so, DESfes commanded them to bind him with

fetters, and to scrape him, and to hang him up head downwards.
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And having endured this, they tied him up in the hide of an

animal [and left him] without food and drink. Then they brought

'ascarion to the governor, who said unto him, "Sacrifice,

and have pity on thyself." And when the saint refused to do

so, dI:s£s commanded them to take him, and bind him in

fetters, and scrape him, [and they did so,] and they deUvered

him over to the keepers of the instruments of torture to torture

him severely. And they set up a tree, and hung him upon it

head downwards. And when he vanquished them by his en-

durance, they told the governor, and he commanded them to

tie him up in the hide of an animal, and to shut him up in a

chamber to die of himger and thirst. And they brought to

DESES BELFEYOS, and the governor said unto him, "Sacrifice,

so that thou mayest not die." When he refused to do so des£s
commanded them to take him, and bind him in fetters, and

scrape him, and to drag him round the city. And they set up

a tree and hung him upon it, head downwards, and they tied

a stone to his neck. And when he wavered not in his Faith,

they tied him up in the [fol. Sgb i] hide of an animal to die of

hunger and thirst ; and theywalledup the door of the house. And
[the soul of] the blessed 'arengis was nigh to go forth from his

body. And 'arengis departed on the fifth day of the month

of Pohin, and when they had brought him out they built up

the door against the two that were left. And then the blessed

'ascarion died, holding the Faith, on the eighteenth day

of the month of Pohin; and when they had taken him out

they built up the door against belfeyos. When the brethren

visited the blessed man belfeyos, he said unto them, "My
brethren, wait for me this night; I am going forth," and then

he delivered up his soul on the nineteenth day of the month of

Pohin. Salutation to 'arsonophis, and peter, and 'as-

CARiON, and 'arengis, and belfeyos.

And on this day also is celebrated the commemoration of

the holy fathers of dab

r
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XX. SANi

[fol. 8962] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the great prophet elisha. This man came

from a village of Israel, the name of which was 'alamut;

and his father's name was y6saf£t, and he was bom in

Gilgal. And then he became the servant of eli j ah, the prophet,

and he was most obedient to Elijah before he went up into

heaven. And he went with him to the Jordan, and when

ELIJAH said unto him, ''Ask of me what thou wilt," he did not

ask him for any of the possessions and treasures of this world,

but ELISHA said unto Elijah, ''Let a double portion of the

spirit which is upon thee be upon me/' And Elijah said unto

him, "Thou hast asked what is difficult, nevertheless if thou

seest me when I go up from thee even thus shall it be." And

as the two were going along together, chariots of fire came forth,

and horse[s] of fire, and in this wise eli j ah went up into heaven.

And ELISHA the prophet saw him, and he said unto him, "My
father, and father of the strength and might of Israel"; and

he snatched at his garment and [rent it] in twam. And Elijah

let fall his rough skin [cloak], and it fell upon the head of

ELISHA the prophet; and the spirit of Elijah was doubled

upon ELISHA. For Elijah divided the waters of the Jordan

into two parts once, but elisha did so twice; and Elijah

raised one person from the dead, and elisha raised two. And

after this he divided the river and passed between the two

parts thereof. And when [fol. 8963] he went to Jericho the

men of the city asked him, saying, "Our water is bitter and

the crops will not grow under it; [make it sweet for us]." And

ELISHA took a pot, and put some salt therein, and cast it into

the well of water, and the water became very sweet. And he

willed to make manifest a great miracle when he cast the salt

into the water; he changed what was bitter in the water by

means of salt, he made sweet what was salt by means of salt.

One day as he passed along the road the young boys of Israel

mocked him, and he cursed them, and the wolves carried off
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nine and forty youths in one day. And a certain woman of the

wives of the prophets came unto him, and said unto him, "My
husband died owing a debt, and behold they have seized my
children for it." And elisha commanded her, saying, "Go
and fill all the jars which are in thy house with water, and
borrow other vessels from thy neighbours, and fill them all

with water"; and by his prayer he changed the water in all the
vessels into sweet oil. And the woman sold the oil, and ex-

tinguished the debt which was on her husband. And elisha
blessed the barren woman and she bore a son. And when that
child grew up he fell sick of a fever and died, and elisha
prayed over him and restored him to life. And when naaman
the Syrian came to him he cured him of his leprosy, and though
naaman brought to him much money, and raiment of gold,

he would accept nothing from him. And when geyaz£
(gehazi), his servant, acted craftily and accepted some of
those possessions, secretly and without elisha 's permission,
the prophet had knowledge about it through the Holy Spirit,

[fol. goa i] And he cursed his servant, and geyAz£ (gehazi)
became a leper, and his sons and all his seed [were lepers]. And
a great famine happened in those days, and by the prayer of
this prophet in one night it changed into a great abundance;
and besides this, the prophet wrought many signs and wonders.
When he died and they were burying him in a grave, they
brought at the same time another dead man and laid him down
on the grave of the prophet ; and that dead man came to life

straightway, and he rose up and followed the people, and de-
parted to his house. And the prophet elisha prophesied in
t^e reigns of four kings, who were joram, and ahaz, and
gotolya, the mother of ahaz, and john, the son of ahaz;
and all the days of his prophesying were fifty years and more.
He prophesied before the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ six
hundred years, and he died in peace. Salutation to elisha.

And on this day is celebrated the commemoration of 'ar-
sastal (or, 'arest6l), the martyr, and minas of busAr.

B E S IV
65
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XXI. SANi

[f0l.90a2] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is celebrated the festival of the commemoration

of our Lady the pure and holy Virgin mary, the God-l^arer

through whom came the salvation of adam and his seed, and

the building of churches in her name in all the world. Before

all others and by itself [standeth] the Church that was built

in the days of the Apostles, that is to say, when paul and

BARNABAS preached among the Gentiles, who believed on our

Lord Jesus Christ through them. The Apostles had no church

wherem they could receive the Holy Mysteries, and they could

only consecrate the Offering in houses; and the people sent to

PETER and JOHN and asked them about the buildmg of

churches. And they answered and said unto them, "We will

do nothing at all without the counsel of our Lord Jesus Christ."

And they commanded the Gentiles to fast for a week, and to

pray and to entreat God until He made known unto them what

they should do; and the GentUes fasted for a week, and prayed

and made entreaty [to God]. And at the end of that week our

Lord Jesus Christ came, and He brought all the Apostles with

Him from every country upon a cloud, to the city of pilep-

sfeYOS, wherem were paul and barnabas. And our Lord

blessed' them, and informed them, saying, " In this day I

wUl that churches be built in the name [fol.goas] of My

mother mary." Then He took them out to the east of the

city and marked out for them the plan for a church. And the

power of God was with them, and they brought stones, and

fashioned them with their hands, and at length the buUding

was finished, and all the sacred furniture thereof, and its vest-

ments, and the altar, and all that belonged thereto. Then our

Lord Jesus Christ laid His hand upon the head of cyril, and

He appointed arsianus governor of all the ends of th^ earth,

that is to say, head and archbishop of all the coimtries in all

the world. And celestial and terrestrial beings cried out three

times, saying, "Worthy, worthy, worthy is peter, the chief
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of the Apostles, to be the head and archbishop of the world."

Then our Lord commanded them to offer up the Offering, and
to administer to the Gentiles the Holy Mysteries; and He com-
manded them not to work with their hands on that day, which
was the twenty-first of the month of Sane. And after this our
Lord Jesus Christ went up into heaven with great glory. From
that day the Apostles began to build churches in the name of

our holy Lady, the Virgin mary, the God-bearer. And this

took place likewise in the days of Saint basil. Bishop of the
city of Caesarea, when he built the Church of our holy Lady
MARY, the two-fold Virgin, [fol. gob i] The people told him
about a beautiful tablet which a certain rich man possessed,

and Saint basil sent to that rich man and asked him for it.

And when the rich man, the owner of the tablet, heard this,

he said, "This tablet belongeth to my sons," and then he
cursed the Church of our holy Lady, the Virgin mary; and
before the words of abuse were ended in his mouth he fell down
straightway and died. And his sons were afraid, and they took
the tablet, and much gold, and stone of pearl, and brought them
to Samt BASIL, and entreated him to let their father be for-

given. And Saint basil took the tablet, and gave it to an
engraver, so that he might cut upon it a picture of our holy
Lady, the Virgin mary. And our holy Lady the Virgin mary
appeared unto Saint basil in a vision of the night, and she
restrained him from cutting a picture of her upon the plate
because he had taken it from a man who had been an oppressor.
And she informed him of the place wherein was a very beautiful
plate of red [gold], on which was an engraving of our holy Lady,
the Virgin mary, with one virgin on her right hand, and another
on her left. And Saint basil went to the place of which our
holy Lady, the Virgin mary, had told him, and he found the
plate and brought it to the church in great joy. Then our
holy Lady, the Virgin mary, informed Saint basil about a
certain house of idols wherein there were two pillars, and told
him [fol. gob 2] to set them up before the sanctuary, and to
place her picture upon them. And Samt basil went and
brought them, and the magicians wanted to prevent him from

^

getting them out, but the Lord destroyed their power, and the

65-2
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saint set up the piUars before the church, and he placed the

picture of our holy Lady, the Virgin MARY, upon them. And

God made a well of water at the foot of the two pillars, and

whosoever washed in the water was healed of his sickness, no

matter what kind it was, and from the picture of our holy

Lady, the Virgin mary, there dripped oil which healed everyone

who was sick, especially on the day of the consecration of her

church, which was the twenty-first day of the month of Sane.

At that time a certain woman who had leprosy washed in that

water, and they brought Saint basil and he questioned her

about her history; and she told him that she had loved her

sister's husband, and that she had killed her sister with poison

and had married him. And Saint basil said unto her, "Thou

hast committed other great sins; but repent, and peradventure

God will forgive thee thy sins." And straightway the earth was

rent and swallowed her up because she had dared to sacrifice

in uncleanness in the Church of our holy Lady the Virgin mary.

This is the day of the commemoration of our holy Lady the

Virgin mary, the God-bearer, and it is meet for us to celebrate

a spiritual festival, for through her came the salvation of Adam

and his seed. Blessed is the man who provideth carefully for

the celebration of her festival by his own labour, [fol. 906 3]

Salutation to the building of thy house, O mary. Salutation

to thee, O MARY. Salutation to thy house, O mary.

And on this day also Saint timothy, of the city of m£sr

(CAIRO), became a martyr. This saint was at first one of the

soldiers of arianus, governor of the city of an tin oe. And

when he read the Edict of the Emperor diocletian, which

commanded the people to worship idols, this soldier rose up

among the people and, seizing the copy of the emperor's Edict,

tore it up, saying, "There is no God except my Lord Jesus

Christ, the Son of the Living God." And when the governor

saw his boldness he stood up by him, and seized him by the

hair of his head, and cast him down on the groimd, and com-

manded the soldiers to beat him very severely, and the soldiers

took him, and the governor commanded them to beat him until

[fol. 91a i] they had crushed all his body. And the saint cried

li
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out, saying, "O my Lord Jesus Christ, help me for there is no

god but Thee; Thou alone art the Son of the Living God."

And God considered his endurance, and sent His angel, who
healed his wounds, and he became [whole], as he was at first.

And the saint drew nigh to the governor, and cried out, "O
infidel, there is no god except my Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of

the Living God." Then he seized him again and he tortured

him with a saw, and hung him up upon a tree ; and after this he

boiled him in a cauldron. And when he had become like water,

through his immersion in the cauldron, they cast him outside the

city ; and God raisedhimup whole anduninjured. Andhe returned

to the governor, and cried out, saying, "Be ashamed, O infidel,

there is no god except my Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the

Living God." And a countless multitude of people believed

on our Lord Jesus Christ through him. And when the governor

was tired of torturing him, he commanded the soldiers to cut

off his head, [and they did so,] and he received the crown of

everlcisting life in the kingdom of the heavens, and in the

habitation of light. Salutation to timothy.

[fol. 91a 2] And on this day also thomas worked miracles.

Salutation to thomas who raised a woman to life.

And on this day also died Abba kerdyAnos (cerdianus),
the holy father, the fourth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria.

This holy father was baptized with holy baptism by the hand
of Saint mark, the apostle and evangelist, and he made him a
priest, and the saint learned the doctrine of the Church. And
when Abba melius died, they chose this father and made him
Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. And having been ap-
pointed, he shepherded the rational flock of Christ and admon-
ished them and taught them, and he continued to strengthen
the people in the True Faith for a period of eleven years. And
he pleased God and died in peace. Salutation to thee kerdy-
Anos (cerdianus).

[fol. 91a 3] And on this day took place the boiling of mer6n,
and the finding of the bones of Stephen.

-
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XXII. SANt

m

III

iki

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is celebrated the commemoration festival of

the glorious Saints cosmas and damianus, and their brethren,

and their mother, and the consecration of their church, and the

manifestation of their miracles. And behold we have written

their histories in the section for the twenty-second day of the

month of Khedar. Salutation to the holy house which was

built for the sons of theodadA, after the period of apostasy

had passed.

And on this day also died paul the Simple, the disciple of

Abba ANTHONY. This paul was a peasant, and was very

simple, and he married a woman who was beautiful in her

person and evil m her actions, and he begot children by her.

One day when he came in from his field he found her committing

fornication; and when he saw her he laughed, and said unto the

man, ''Take her and her child. I shall not be sorry, and I will

go and become a monk." [fol. 916 i] And when he had come

to Abba ANTHONY, he put on the garb of the monk, and he

followed the footsteps of anthony with prayer and fasting

until the power [to cast out] Satans, and to heal, was given unto

him. One day they brought a man who was possessed of an

evil devil to anthony to heal, and anthony commanded

PAUL to heal him. And paul said unto this devil, "Get thee

out, ANTHONY saith unto thee*'; and the Satan reviled him

and ANTHONY. And paul said unto him, *'If thou wilt not

go out I will tell Christ, and thou shalt see how He will punish

thee " ; and thus saying he went out at noonday, and stood up

on a stone which the sun had heated. And he said, ''As God

liveth, I will not come down from this rock, and I will neither

eat nor drink until the demoniac is healed"; and straightway

the devil cried out and went forth in the form of a great serpent,

and entered the Red Sea. This paul considered the works of

men, and wept for sinners, and made intercession for them up

to a good old age; and he died in peace. Salutation to paul.
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XXIII. SANt

[fol. 91^2] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died solomon, the king, the son of david,

who reigned in Jerusalem, over Judah and Israel ; and the name

of his mother was bersabeh (bathsheba). And after God
had rebuked david for taking her from her husband. He slew

his first child; and then david lay with her, and she conceived

and bore him a son, and he called his name "solomon."
And when he was twelve years old, and had grown up, and his

father david the king had become old, bersAb^h (bath-

sheba) went into the royal chamber and prostrated herself

before the king; and he said unto her, "What hath befallen

thee?" And she said unto him, "O my lord the king, thou

didst swear to thine handmaid by thy God, saying. Thy son

SOLOMON shall reign after me, and shall sit upon my throne."

And the king swore, saying, " As God liveth. Who hath redeemed

my soul from all my tribulation, according as I sware unto thee

before the Lord God of Israel, saying. Thy son solomon
shall reign after me, [even so shall it be]." And bersAb^h
(bathsheba) bowed before the face of the king, and said,

"My lord the king, live for ever!" And david said, "Call

zadok the priest to me, and benaiah, the son of YdDAnfe
(jehoiada), and NATHAN the prophet"; and they came to the

king. And the king said unto them, "Take the servants of your

lord with you, and set my son solomon upon my mule, and
take him down to Gihon, and anoint him there, and make him
king over Israel (i Kings i, 33). And blow the trinnpet and say,

'[Long] live the royal father solomon'; and come up, and
foUow him. He shall rise up [fol. 91 b 3] on my throne because

I have commanded that he shall reign in my stead over Judah
and Israel." And zadok the priest, and benaiah, the son

of y6dAhe (jehoiada), and nathan the prophet, and the

Cherethite, and the Perethite, went down, and they set solo-
mon on the mule of King daVid, and they took him into



'' 1026 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

>|iill!

Gihon. And zadok the priest took the hom of oil from the

Tabernacle, and anointed solomon, and he blew the hom,

and all the people said, " [Long] live the royal father solomon."

And SOLOMON sat on the royal seat, and the servants of the

king came and gave thanks to their lord david, the king, and

they said unto him, '' May God make good [to rest] on the name

of SOLOMON, and make his throne greater than thine!" And

the king prostrated himself on his bed, and spake thus :
" Blessed

be the Lord God of Israel Who hath given me this day seed to

sit upon my throne whilst mine eyes can see!" And david

told SOLOMON his son the path of righteousness, and he com-

mitted him to safe keeping, because of joab and shimei, the

son of gera; and david died. And the wisdom of solomon

was very much greater than that of the children of Israel who

had been before him, and that of the wise men of Egypt ; and

he judged all kingdoms, and the peoples brought him gifts all

the days of his life. And his provision for one day was thirty

measures of fine flour, and sixty measures of crushed grain,

and ten fat oxen and twenty unstalled oxen, and one hundred

sheep, and harts, and roebucks, and fallow deer and fatted

fowl. And he had forty thousand horses which drew chariots,

and ten (twelve ?) thousand horsemen, [fol. 92a i] And solo-

mon sacrificed in Gibeon ten hundred offerings. And God

appeared unto him in a dream and said unto him, ''Ask thou

a petition." And solomon said unto Him, "Thou, O God,

didst shew mercy unto Thy servant david, my father, since

he walked righteously before Thee, and Thou hast made his

son to sit on his throne. Now, I am a little child, and I know

not my coming in or my going out, and Thy servant is among

a great and innumerable people ; and he hath no heart wherewith

to hear and to administer righteous judgement to Thy people."

And God said unto him, "Because thou hast asked Me for the

power to understand judgement, and hast neither asked Me
for many days [of life], nor for much riches, behold I have

given thee a heart and wisdom the like of which no man before

thee hath ever had, and none who shall rise up after thee shall

ever have. And what thou didst not ask of Me I give thee,

riches and glory (or, honour) so great that there shall be no
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man in the kingdom like unto thee." After this solomon
went to Jerusalem and he stood up before the Ark of the Law
of God, and offered the sacrifices of peace. That day there stood

up before him two women who were harlots, and one of them
said, " Hear me, O lord, I and this woman live in the same house,

and we have brought forth children. On the third day whilst

we were sleeping, she lay upon her son and killed him, and she'

took my child from my breast and said unto me, 'He is my
child'; and the other woman said, 'It is my son who is alive.'

"

And the king said, '* Bring a butcher's knife and cut the child in

twain, and give one half of him to this woman, and one half of him
to that." And the woman whose son was alive answered [fol.

92a 2] and said, "Give him to her alive, and do not kill him";
and SOLOMON said, "Give the living child unto her who said,

Do not kill him." When Israel heard they were afraid before

the face of the king, when they saw the wisdom of God which
was upon him. And he spake three thousand proverbs and
[wrote] five hundred songs. In the fourth year [of his reign]

he founded the house of God, in the month of Sane, in the second

month, [and it was finished] in the eleventh year; and it was
sixty cubits long, and twenty cubits wide, and thirty cubits

high. When solomon had finished the building of the house
of. God, he gathered together the elders of Israel and made
them to bring the Ark of God from the city of david into

Zion, in the month of 'Atamen (Ethanim). And the priests

carried the Ark, and the tabernacle of witness, and the king
and all Israel slaughtered countless sheep and oxen before the

Ark. And the priests brought it into its place within the shrine

of the holy of holies, under the wings of the Cherubim, which
were spread out ; and the wings of the Cherubim were over the

place of the Ark. And solomon stood up before the altar of

God, before the companies of Israel, and he lifted up his hand
to heaven, and prayed, and he made petitions to God in many
prayers. And when he had finished his prayers God made the
sun to appear in heaven, and the king blessed all the companies
of Israel, and he slaughtered the peace offerings of God, four
thousand oxen and one thousand sheep; [fol. 92^3] and the
king made provision for the house of God. And God appeared
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unto SOLOMON a second time, even as He appeared unto

him in Gibeon, and He said unto him I h^ve heard

thy prayer and the petition which thou hast made to Me,

and I wiU do for thee according to thy prayer and petition.

And SOLOMON reigned forty years, and [he lived] twelve

years before he reigned; and all the days of his life were

•two and fifty years. And he died in peace. Salutation to

SOLOMON.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba n6b, the

confessor. This saint was a devoted monk and fighter m one

of the monasteries of Upper Egypt. And when many martyrs

had shed their blood under the tortures of diocletian and

[the people] had carried away their bodies, they remembered

Saint Abba nob, and brought him to arianus, governor of

ANTiNOfi. And the governor said unto him, 'Xast mcense to

APOLLO, and cast away this thy garb of the monk. And the

saint answered and said unto him, ''This shall never be done

bv me and I will never abandon my Lord Jesus Chnst, and 1

vdll not worship [fol. 92 & i] idols of stone.- And the governor

tortured him with every kind of torture, and the samt endured

them by the might of our Lord Jesus Christ. Then the governor

banished him to five cities (pentapolis ?), and [the

governor] cast him into a pit; and he lived therem for seven

years untU God blotted out diocletian and made con-

STANTINE, the righteous, emperor. And constantine sent

out an Edict into all countries ordering his officers to release

all those who were in prison for the Name of our Lord Jesus

Christ • and he commanded them to bring these prisoners to

him so that he might be blessed by them. And he said unto

his messengers, ''If ye cannot bring them all, bring to me their

honoured ones, and those who are learned, and the elders among

them, so that they may bless me, and lay their hands upon my

head,' and especially those who are well known, that is to say,

AhhL ZACHARIAS from the city of ahnas, and maximus

from the city of the fayyum, and agabius from the city of

dAkhn!n, and Abba n6b from the city of balaos." And

the emperor's messenger went roxmd about in all the countnes.
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and the officers brought out all those who were shut up in

prison, and they rejoiced and glorified God and sang to Him.

And the messenger of the emperor sought for Abba n6b, but

the holy man having been expelled from five cities (pen-

tapolis), had gone to the city of baslA, opposite his city,

where he lived and wore apparel of iron. And the [fol. gzb 2]

messenger of the emperor found him, and took him with him,

and he made him embark in a boat, and at length he arrived

at the city of antinoe. And the Christians gathered together,

and there were four bishops among them, and they made Abba
NOB a priest against his will; and he consecrated the Offering

and administered to the people the Holy Mysteries. And when

he had finished the Office he cried out and said, "Holiness to

the holy ones ! Let him that is holy receive holiness ! God be

with you all
!

" Then he saw our Lord Jesus Christ sitting upon

the aJtar, and He forgave the sins of the people who were

penitent. After this the saints followed the apostle to the

emperor; now they were in number two and sixty. And they

made ready for them two and sixty chariots, and each of them

rode upon a chariot. And as they passed along the road, virgins

came forth from the nunneries which were there, and welcomed

them ; and the virgins were in number seven hundred, and they

sang to the saints until they were out of sight. And when the

saints came to the Emperor constantine, he commanded
his servants to wash them with water, and to array them in

new apparel, before they entered his presence ; and they did as

he commanded. Now Saint Abba nob did not wash himself

with water, neither did he change his apparel. Then the saints

entered the presence of the emperor, and he was blessed by
them, and he kissed their wounds, and he paid them honour

and gave them much money, but they would take nothing

from him except sacred furniture and vestments [fol. 92^ 3] for

the churches. And after he had been blessed by them, and had
embraced them, he set them on their way and said farewell to

them; and they returned to their country in peace. And Saint

Abba nob went to his monastery and finished his fight nobly,

and he departed to Christ, Whom he loved. Salutation to

Abba NOB.
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And on this day also is celebrated the commemoration of

mark6ra, and thomas, and philip.

XXIV. Sane

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint Abba moses the Black became a martyr.

Men have marvelled at the spiritual fight of this man, for he

seized the kingdom of heaven by force, even as the Holy Gospel

saith (Matthew xi, 12). This saint was strong in body, and a

mighty man in all his deeds. He ate, he drank, he killed, he

fornicated, and no man could stand up before him. It is said

of him that he could eat a whole sheep, and drink a skinful of

wine at a sitting; he was the slave of a man who worshipped

[fol. 93 a i] the sun, and he himself, on several occasions, lifted

up his eyes to the sun and said, ''O sun, if thou art God, make

me to know it." And he used to say in his heart, ''O thou God

Whom I know not, make me to know Thee." And he heard

some men saying that the monks of the desert of scete knew

God, and then he rose up, and girded on his sword, and went

and came to the desert of scete. And he found Saint Abba

ISIDORE the priest, and when he saw him, he was afraid of

him. And Abba moses said, "I am moses the Black, and I

have come to you that ye may tell me about God, and make

me to knowHim." And Isidore took him to Abba macarius,

who admonished him, and taught him the Prayer of Faith (i.e,

the Belief), and baptized him with Christian baptism. And he

became a monk and lived in the desert, and he fought a fight

which was greater than that fought by many saints ; and Satan

warred upon him because formerly he used to eat to excess,

and commit fornication. And he informed Abba Isidore

about everythmg which came upon him in his fight with the

Enemy; and Abba Isidore comforted him, and taught him

what to do. And in addition to his great fight he used, when the

holy old men were asleep, to go roimd to their cells, and take

their water-pots out of them, and go and fill them with water.
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and put them back in their cells; now the water was a long way
off. And he continued his fight for many years, [fol. 93 a 2]

And Satan was envious of him, and he smote him severely with

a severe disease in his foot, and he became very ill and lay down
sick. And when he knew that Satan had smitten him, he in-

creased his ascetic practices and spiritual fight, and his body
became dried up like wood which has been scorched with fire.

And God saw his endurance, and healed him of his disease,

and removed the sickness and the attacks of Satan; and the

grace of the Holy Spirit descended upon him. And five hundred

brethren gathered together to him, and he became their abbot,

and they chose him to make him a priest. And when they set

him in the sanctuary, the archbishop wished to try him, and
to get knowledge of his spiritual fight. And the archbishop

said unto the holy old men, "Why have ye brought this black

man here? Take him away." And moses went out reproaching

himself, and he said, "They have treated thee rightly, O black

man, O thou whose face is horrible," and after this the arch-

bishop called him and laid his hand upon him, and made him
a priest. And the archbishop said unto him, "Behold, thou
hast become white, all of thee, within and without." One day
the holy old men came to him, and he had no water with him,

and they saw him go out and come in many times; and after

this it rained a great rain which filled the skins in their cells.

And the holy old men asked him, saying, "Why didst thou go
out and come in many times? " And he said [fol. 93a 3] imto
them, " I said unto God, If Thou dost not give me water where-
with to give Thy servants to drink, where am I to obtain water
to give them to drink? " And in His mercy He sent us water.
At that time Abba moses went with the old men to Saint
Abba macarius, and Abba macarius said unto them,
"Behold, I see among you one to whom belongeth the crown
of martyrdom." And Abba moses answered and said unto
him, " Peradventure I am he, O my father. For it is written.
He who hath slain with the knife shall die by the knife" (Mat-
thew xxvi, 52). And when the Barbarians came, Abba moses
said unto the brethren who were there with him, "Behold the
Barbarians have come; let him among you who wisheth to flee.

11
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let him flee"; and they answered and said unto him, "And

Sit n" thou, O our father, flee?'' And he said un^o them,

"Behold, I have for many years ^^''.^^^'''^^\^^'^^^^^

because of the word of our Lord Who said, He who hath killed

Srfhe knife shall die by the knife"; and the Barbanans

came and killed him. And with him were seven brethren who

m not wish to flee, but one of them hid l^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

and he saw the angel of God, with a crown m his hand, standing

waiting for him; and he went out to the Barbanans, and they

killed him. Observe, O our brethren, the power of repentance

and what it doth. It changed a man who was sn '^^^"^^^^^ ^

murderer, and a fornicator, and a thief, and made him a father

and a teacher, [fol. 93^ i] and a comforter and a pnest and

one who laid down the Rule and Canon of the monks, and one

who is mentioned at the altar in all the churches. And his

body abideth to this day in dabra BADRfeMOS (baramus ?)

in the desert of scete, and many signs and miracles are made

manifest through it. Salutation to moses the Black Salutation

to the six brethren who died with him, and were slam by the

Barbarians.

XXV. SANt

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint judah (jude), the apostle and martyr,

became a martyr; he was the son of Joseph the carpenter

and was one of the Seventy-two disciples. This saint preached

in many cities, and he came into the island and preached

therein, and built a church there. And he went to the city of

Edessa and healed abgar, the King of Edessa, of his illness,

and he baptized him with Christian [fol. 93^ 2] baptism. After

this he went to 'araz and preached therein, and baptized

many of the people thereof with Christian baptism. And the

governor of that city seized him and tortured him ^nth many

tortures- he nafled iron cases on his feet, like sandals, and made

him run' in them for the distance of a stade, and he hung hun
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up, and shot arrows at him, and the saint delivered up his soul.

Before they tortured him he sent an Epistle to the believers,

and that Epistle is the seventh in the Book of the Apostles.

It is full of wisdom and grace, and by its means he converted

many of the pagans and brought them into the Faith of our
Lord Christ during his lifetime and before his death. Salutation

to JUDAH (jude), whose feet had red-hot iron cases nailed on
them.

And on this day also died the holy father and fighter Abba
peter, the thirty-fourth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria.

This father was made archbishop when the Emperor 'asbAs-
YANOS (VESPASIAN) drove out Archbishop theodos (sic)

who would not agree with his opinion, [fol. 9363] and he sat

on the throne of mark the evangelist without bishops for many
years. And the emperor would neither permit the bishops,

nor his nobles who were in the city of Alexandria, to appoint
an archbishop. And after a few days there was appointed over
the city of Alexandria a good, and excellent, and orthodox
governor, and the elders and the believers gathered together
to him, and informed him of their grief because they had no
archbishop. And he commanded them to go out to dabra
ZEGAG, that is to say dabra mAhew, under the pretence of

[going to] pray, and to appoint for themselves an archbishop.
Then they rejoiced at this counsel and they took Abba peter,
who was a priest, and they went out forthwith to z^gAg,
and they appointed him archbishop, and rejoiced in him.
Before this Saint sever us, the holy man, died, and the city
of Antioch remained without an archbishop. When the believers
of the city of Antioch heard that Abba peter had been ap-
pointed archbishop, they also appointed to be their archbishop
a certain believer whose name was theophanius, and he
and father Abba peter were of one accord in the matter of
the True Faith. And they wrote letters to each other on theo-
logical matters, and each preached the doctrine of his friend,
and mentioned him at the time of prayer and at the Offering,
but they were unable to enter each other's city, for Abba
peter lived in dabra 'anAbAnyA, which was to the south

11!
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of DABRA z£gAg, and Abba theophanius lived in dabra
'aftonyas, which was outside the city of Antioch. In those

days there were [fol. 94a i] in the city of Alexandria six hundred

monasteries, and two and thirty villages, and all their inhabitants

belonged to the True Faith (except the [so-called] Christians of

the city of Alexandria), and all the districts of m£sr (cairo)

and Upper Egypt, and all the monks of the monasteries of the

desert of scete, and Ethiopia, and nob A. All these were of

the True Faith, and they accepted the appointment of father

Abba PETER as archbishop, and they walked in his commands;

and he never ceased to write to them Epistles, and he sent them

to all believers and strengthened them in the True Faith. And

he used to go roimd to all the monasteries of the city of Alex-

andria and the villages thereof, and teach the people, and

admonish them, and strengthen them. And he had a certain

holy and learned disciple whose name was damianus, and

who became archbishop after him, and he used to help him in

all the work and in directing the people. And this father Abba

PETER once came into the city of Alexandria, and saw the

works of its people, and inspected them and strengthened them.

And thus he remained in his office, and travelled about like

the Apostles, and shepherded his flock for a period of two

years; and he was strong in the True Faith and died in peace.

Salutation to peter who was made archbishop at z£gAg.

[fol. 94^2] On this day also died pi late, the confessor.

Salutation to pilate who washed his hands of the Blood of

Jesus Christ. [Wanting in the Bodleian MS.]

And the doctors of the Church had decreed that on this day

Christians shall celebrate the festival of peter and paul,

that they may bless the entrance of the winter season. Saluta-

tion to PETER and to PAUL, [and to] the sequence of the winter.

[Wanting in the Bodleian MS.]
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XXVI. SANi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is celebrated the commemorative festival of the
glorious angel gabriel, [fol. 94^3] the archangel, and of the
consecration of his church, in dabra naklon, in the desert
of the FAYYUM, and of the manifestation of his miracles therein.

And the wood of the roof inside the church [gave] indications
concerning the rise of the river of Egypt, for during the Offering
water used to appear upon it like sweat. If there was to be
abundance that year, many drops of water would drop from it,

but if there was to be hunger, the water would appear on it

only in the form of sweat. And the glorious angel, the Arch-
angel MICHAEL, performed many miracles. Salutation to the
consecration of thy house, O gabriel.

And on this day also died the great prophet joshua, the
son of nun, the disciple of moses, the chief of the prophets.
This prophet was obedient, and humble, and perfect and lowly
before moses the prophet, and for this reason the spirit of
MOSES the prophet dwelt upon him, and he prophesied in the
days of MOSES the prophet. When moses the prophet died,
JOSHUA received the people by the command of God, and God
said unto him, "As I was with moses My servant even so will
I be with thee. Be strong and mighty, and keep the Law which
I commanded moses My servant to keep. Go not far from it,

and turn not aside from it, neither to the right hand nor the
left. [fol. g4b I] Let not thy mouth cease from reading the
Book of the Law, but meditate therein by day and by night,
so that thou mayest keep and hold fast to, and do everything
which is written therein.'' And the heart of joshua was
strong and he sent spies to Jericho, and they came and ex-
ammed the land, and they hid with rahab the harlot, and they
made a covenant with her and with all the men of her house
that they would not kill her, and she sent them away. And
JOSHUA likewise divided the Jordan for them, and the

B E S IV
66
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children of Israel passed through it, and he made the nver for

them hke a waU. And he opened (i.e. conquered) Jencho

going round the walls thereof seven times, and he slew all that

were therein, both man and beast. And he opened many cities

now they were two and thirty in number, and he slew two and

thirty kings. And all the peoples feared the children of Israe ,

and because of the greatness of their fear of him (^.e. joshua),

the men of the city of Gibeon made a pretence to him They

dressed themselves in ragged raiment and they earned with

them old sackcloth of hair, and old shoes, and dried and mouldy

bread. And they went to j o sh u a, and said unto him. Behold,

we have come from a far country, and we want you to give us

a promise that thou wilt not kill us." And joshua, and the

Rabbis of the children of Israel, answered and said unto them,

''TeU us truly whether ye dwell in this land." And they

answered and said unto them, ''Verily we have come from a far

country"- and then they shewed them their dried and mouldy

food, and their old garments, and joshua believed them and

swore to them that [fol. 94^ 2] he would not kill them. And

when JOSHUA heard that those people lived nigh unto them,

he said unto them, "Why did ye come with deceit? V and then

he made them servants of the house of God. And when the

five kings of the Amorites heard [this], they rose up against

the men of Gibeon, and the [Israelites] helped the people of

Gibeon, and made a great slaughter of them. And on those of

them who fled God cast hailstones from heaven, and He blotted

them out. And when the sun was nigh to set joshua said

before the children of Israel, "O sun, stand stiU over the city

of Gibeon, and thou moon also over the city of 'abakon

(atALON ^)
" And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed firm,

untn God was avenged on His enemies. And joshua divided

the land of their inheritance among the children of Israel, and

he gave the priests cities to dwell in, and land for their beasts.

And he set apart six cities of refuge wherein all those who had

committed a murder unwittmgly might dwell, according as

God commanded him. And when the days of j OSHUA were one

hundred and ten years, and he had arrived at a good old age

he gathered together the children of Israel, and commanded
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them to keep the commandment of the Law of the Torah, and
not to transgress it, and to be strong in the worship of God.
And he told them, saying, "The Lord God is jealous, and if

ye worship other [gods] He will blot you out quickly." And
after this he died in peace and was buried in the grave which
JACOB bought from the children of amer for a hundred [fol.

946 3] sheep in the land of nablos; and the children of Israel

mourned for him with a great mourning for thirty days. Saluta-
tion to JOSHUA, who was devoted to moses and at length
received a double portion of his spirit.

XXVII. SANi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Ananias the apostle. The apostles ap-
pointed this saint Bishop of the city of Damascus, and he
preached in the districts round about the preaching of the life-

giving Gospel. And he preached in the house of Gabriel also
and converted many of the men thereof to the Faith of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and he baptized them with Christian baptism,
and illumined them with the light of the True Faith. And he
baptized PAUL the apostle, when God sent him to him, and he
laid his hand upon him, and upon his eyes, and God wrought
great miracles by his hands ; and many of the Jews and Gentiles
believed through his preaching. And after this lucianus the
governor seized him, and tortured him with divers kinds of
severe tortures, and he cut open his sides with knives, and
burned him with fiery torches, [fol. 95 a i] And after this they
took him outside the city, and the governor commanded the
soldiers to stone him with stones, and they stoned him; and
he deHvered up his soul into the hands of our Lord Jesus Christ,
for Whose Name he died. Salutation to Ananias.

And on this dayalso Saint thomas, of the city of sandalAt,
became a martyr. When the days of this saint from the city
of SANDALAT were eleven years, Michael, the angel of God,
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appeared unto him when he was asleep in a field; now he was a

swineherd, and he commanded him to go and to confess our

Lord Jesus Christ; and he rose up, and taking with him only

a whip of string, he departed to the city of Alexandna, and con-

fessed our Lord Jesus Christ before its governor. And the

governor said unto him, ''Worship the idols,'' and he promised

tomake him his scribe if he did so; and Saint thomas was wroth

with him, and he shook out that whip of string, and beat the

governor severely with it. And the governor had him seized,

and tortured very severely, and he cut his body with iron saws;

and the saint begged for help from [fol. 95^ 2] our Lord Jesus

Christ, Who sent His angel to him, and healed his wounds.

And the governor having shut him up in prison, the keeper of

the prison asked him to heal his son who was sick, and the

saint gave him the whip of string, and said unto him, " Lay this

upon thy son, aad by the might of God he shaU recover straight-

way " • and the keeper of the prison did as the saint commanded

hhn and his son recovered forthwith. When the governor

heard of this he had the saint brought before hun, and he said

unto him, "Sacrifice to the idols"; and, laughing at him, the

saint said [that he would do so]. And the governor rejoiced

exceedingly, and took him with him, and carried him to the

house of idols. And the saint asked our Lord Jesus Christ to

destroy the idols, and straightway they were smashed in pieces.

And the Satan who was over them leaped upon the governor,

and choked him untU he confessed, saying, "There is no god

except the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Livmg God."

When the people saw this, they marvelled exceedingly and they

cried out, saying, " There is no god except the Lord Jesus Christ."

And after this those who had not believed shut the samt up in

a dark cave, wherein he remained for fifteen days without food

and drink; and the angel of God used to visit him. Then they

hung him up, head downwards, imtil much blood ran down out

of his mouth; and the angel of God came down and dehvered

hhn. And a certain woman had a [fol. 95 a 3] blind son, and

she took some of the blood, and smeared it upon the eyes of her

son, and he received his sight straightway. And after this the

governor shut the saint up in prison for a few days. Then he
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had him brought out, and the soldiers set a lioness at him, and

she came to him and licked his feet; and they also smote him
upon his mouth with iron goads. Now there were with

him under the torture Saint babnudA, of the city of ban-
dArA, and Saint moses from the city of balkim, and they

encouraged each other to endure. And after this they boiled

oil and pitch together, and poured it over the head of Saint

THOMAS, and no injury happened to him. And they also

mutilated him, and made him put on the iron boots, and hung

a large stone from his neck. When they were tired of torturing

him, ARIANUS the governor took him with him to bring him
to the city of antinge. And when they arrived at tAw, they

cut off the head of Saint thom as, and he received the crown of

martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. And those who were

tortured with him during the days of his torture were six (or,

seven) hundred men and nine women. Salutation to thomas,

and salutation to those who were tortured with him
;
[fol. 95 b i]

[and these were in number] three thousand (sic) men and nine

women.
And on this day also are commemorated four and twenty

martyrs, and mAmAs, and silAs, and lazarus, the beggar,

who is mentioned in the Gospel of luke (chapter xvi, verse 20).

XXVIII. Sane

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father, Abba theodosius, the

thirty-third Archbishop of the city of Alexandria; it is after

him that Christians in the land of Egypt were called "theo-
D o s IAN s." After this father was appointed archbishop, certain

evil men rose up against him, and drove him forth from his office

on the advice of the emperor, and they appointed in his place a

certain man whose name was acacianus. Archdeacon of the

city of Alexandria. This man was of the number of those who
subscribed the statement that this father was [not] worthy of the

office of the archiepiscopate. And they drove out this father to
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the city of german 6 s, and he dwelt there for three months.

And Abba SEVERUSwas ordained in the country of Egypt in

those days, and he comforted this father, and reminded him

that tribulation came upon the apostles, and also on john,

the Mouth of Gold. [fol. 956 2] Then this father went to the

city of MALI G, and dwelt there for two years. And the men

of the city of Alexandria rose up against the governor, and

demanded their shepherd, and he brought back this father

THEODOSius to his office, and expelled acacianus. And

the story of him was heard by the Emperor justinian from

the God-loving Empress Theodora; and she wrote a letter,

saying, "He who was first appointed shall sit in his office."

And one hundred and twenty priests formed themselves into

a General Coimcil, and they subscribed a statement, saying,

"Abba THEODOSIUS was first appointed." And straightway

ACACIANUS rose up before the people, and said, "I have

transgressed; evil men forced me." And then the people asked

this father to remove the ban of excommunication from acac-

ianus provided that he would promise never again to minister

as priest or deacon; and acacianus agreed to this, and theo-

Dosius removed the ban of excommunication from' him. Now

the emperor was corrupt in his faith, and he imagined that

Archbishop Abba theodosius agreed with him in his evil

faith. And he wrote a letter to his officers who were in the city

of Alexandria, and said unto them, "If the Archbishop theo-

dosius is at one with us in our belief, let another office be

added to his archiepiscopate, and let him be governor of the

city of Alexandria; but if he be not at one with us in beUef,

he shall go forth from his office." And when this father heard

these words he said, "Thus said Satan to our Lord Christ [fol.

95 6 3] in the desert, I will give thee all the kingdom of the

world and the glory thereof, if thou wilt worship me" (Matthew

iv, 9). And Saint Abba theodosius rose up and went forth

from the city of Alexandria, and departed into Upper Egypt,

and he dwelt there for a few days, strengthening the believing

people in the True Faith. And the emperor heard that the

saint had gone forth from the city of Alexandria, and he sent

him a letter to persuade him, saying, " I want to meet you, and

tenth month—SAt^t (JUNE 5-JULY 4) IO4I

I want thee to bless me and to give me counsel." And Abba
THEODOSIUS went to Constantinia, and the archbishop, and

all the people, and the soldiers went forth to welcome him ; and

they set him upon a high throne, and disputed concerning the

True Faith. And the emperor continued to persuade the saint

for many days, but the saint vanquished him with the words

of the Holy Scriptures, and with the words of the Fathers. And
when he would not agree with him, the emperor expelled him

from his throne and sent him to Upper Egypt; and he ap-

pointed in his place another man whose name was paul. And
when that paul came to the city of Alexandria, the people

would not receive him, and he remained for a whole year, but

only a very few people received the Offering from his hands.

When the emperor heard of this he commanded the soldiers to

shut the churches until the people submitted to PAUL the

archbishop, and the believers used to go outside the city to the

church of Saint mark the evangelist, and to the church [fol.

96« i] of cosMAS and dami an, and partake of the Offering,

and have their children baptized with Christian baptism; and

when the emperor heard this he had the churches opened.

When Abba theodosius heard this he was afraid that the

emperor would lead them astray, and he wrote a letter to the

people which was full of every kind of consolation, and he sent

it to them, and strengthened them in the True Faith, saying,

"Take good heed and submit not yourselves to that heretic

PAUL." And THEODOSIUS remained in exile in Upper

Egypt for eight and twenty years, and he lived in the city of

Alexandria four years; and all the days of his life (sic) were two

and thirty years. And this father composed many Homilies

and Treatises on Doctrine, and the believers in the country of

Egypt continued to be called "theodosians" until the days

of Abba JACOB, [when] they were called " jacobites." And
having finished his good course he died in peace. Salutation to

THEODOSIUS.

And on this day also basil and bifantius became martyrs,

[fol. 96 fl 2] And on this day also took place the consecration
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of the house (church ?) of Abba timothy in the city of dam-

anhur. Salutation to the consecration of thy house. [Omitted

in the Bodleian MS.]

And on this day also are commemorated Abraham, isaac,

and JACOB. Salutation to Abraham, isaac, and israel-

JACOB. [Omitted m the Bodleian MS.]

XXIX. SANfe

in the name of the father and the son

and the holy ghost, one god

On this day is a festival of our Lord Jesus Christ ; to Him be

glory! Salutation to Thy Birth, [fol. 96^ 3] O God Most High!

And on this day also nine fighters of the spiritual fight from

DABRA t6na (or, k6nA) became holy martyrs; these were

Abba basAdi ('absadi), and Abba cotolus, and Abba

'ardAma, and Abba Must (moses), and Abba 'es^y

(JOSHUA ?), and Abba nikAles (mikalAs), and Abba kAl,

the monk, whose name is cotolus, and Abba bAsodisA,

and cotolus; and they were priests. And the angel of God

appeared unto them, and commanded them, saying, "Proclaim

boldly our Lord Jesus Christ." And they rose up straightway

to go to the governor, and they found a ship, and having em-

barked therein, these five (sic) fighters made an agreement

together and went to the governor; and Saint Abba basAdi (sic)

('absAd!) spake to the governor boldly and without fear.

And the governor asked him about his city, and Abba basAd!

('absAdi) told him that he was from the city of ton A, and his

companions also, and the governor commanded the soldiers to

shut them up in prison. And after this he brought them out,

and tortured them very severely, and he commanded them to

hang stones from their necks, and to shut them up in prison

again. And our Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto them in the

prison house and made them strong to endure ... in the kingdom

of heaven. And after this the emperor sent them to the city

• •

tenth month—SANi (jUNE 5-JULY 4)

of Alexandria, and they were tortured there [fol. 966 i] very

severely. And then he threw them into two cauldrons full of

sulphur and pitch, and they lighted so great a fire under them

that the flames rose up to a height of twenty cubits. And after

this he had them taken out of the cauldrons, and the soldiers

cast them into a red-hot oven; and our Lord Jesus Christ ap-

peared unto them, and raised them up, whole and uninjured,

and made them strong and restored them. And then they came

to the governor and confessed our Lord Jesus Christ before

him; and when the people saw this one hundred and thirty of

them believed, and became martyrs. And after this the gover-

nor tortured the saints severely. And he had the idol apollo,
seated upon his throne, brought to them, and commanded
them to worship him, but they kicked him with their feet, and
he fell down from his throne, and was smashed in pieces; and
the governor commanded the soldiers and they cut off their

feet. And they cut off the head of Abba basAdi ('absAd!)

with the sword, and he received the crown of martyrdom in the

kingdom of the heavens. And after him they cut off the heads

of the five (sic) others, and they burnt Saint cotolus in the fire,

and they all received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom

of the heavens. Salutation to the company of one hundred and

thirty saints, the devoted followers of the seven (sic) martyrs.

[fol. 9662] And on this day also Abba hor, and Abba
Bfes6i, and daydarA(yedrA) their mother became martyrs.

Abba h6rsa (sic) was a soldier in the army of Antioch, and he

confessed our Lord Jesus Christ. And the governor commanded
the soldiers, and they cut off his right hand, and they tied a rope

to him, and an ox dragged him through the city. And they made
flat pieces of iron red-hot in the fire, and laid them upon his

body, and they cut off his left hand, and boiled some lead and
poured it into his mouth. After this they thrust him into a skin

filled with vipers, and snakes, and scorpions, and then they

beat him with rods. And he cried out, saying, *' O Jesus Christ,

help me in all this torture"; and our Lord Jesus Christ came
down to him, and strengthened him, and raised him up sound

and uninjured, even as he was at first. And then his mother

I
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came and comforted him, and she rejoiced in his strife; and

one told the governor about her. And he had the mother of

the saint brought, and he said unto her, " Sacrifice to the idols,"

and he raged at her, and [tried] to frighten her; but she was not

afraid of his raging, and she would not obey him. And he com-

manded the soldiers to make iron rods red-hot in the fire, and

to lay them on her sides, and when they did so she rejoiced,

and sang hymns to the Living God, and she ascribed holiness

to Him, and glorified Him because He had held her to be [fol.

96 ^ 3] worthy to suffer for His Holy Name. And after this she

dehvered up her soul, whilst she was under torture, and she

received the crown of martyrdom. And as for Saint Abba

h6r they boiled him in a cauldron of oil and bitumen, and

whilst he was in the cauldron he praised God and was without

pain. And they informed the governor of this, and he mar-

velled exceedingly, and he was frightened and became filled

with wrath. And he rose up and came to the cauldron, having

a spear in his hand, and he drove his spear into the breast of

the holy man, who delivered up his soul into the hand of God,

and received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the

heavens. And they also tortured his brother Abba b£s6i

very severely, and they cut off his head with the sword, and he

received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens.

Salutation to thee O Bfes6i, the soldier, and to thy brother

HOR.

And on this day also died mark. Emperor (sic) of Rome.

This saint reigned in his virginity for five years, and he ruled

his people justly and righteously. And then when the people

forced him to marry a wife, he went by night into the church,

and stood up before the picture of the holy two-fold Virgin

[fol. 97a i] MARY, and he said unto her, "O my Lady, guide

thou me in the way wherein I should walk" ; and she said unto

him, "Go in peace, and God shall be with thee." And then,

without a ship he passed over the sea of Jericho (?) and came

to DABRA TORMAK in a desert region, and he lived there

fighting devils for sixty years; and when he died the angels

buried him with praise. Salutation to mark.

TENTH MONTH

—

SANI) (JUNE 5-JULY 4)

And on this day also died Theodore, the son of david.

King of Ethiopia. This saint was brought up from his earliest

years with wisdom and admonition, and he learned all the

Books of the Church, and then he practised horsemanship and

shooting with the bow until he was a strong and full-grown man.

From his youth up he was bound with the love of Godandheused

to give away all his possessions to the poor and the beggars;

and he used to visit the churches. He fought the spiritual

fight with fasting and prayer, he married only one wife, and

he neither oppressed nor defrauded any man. When he medi-

tated going to Jerusalem, he consulted Abba mark, and he

said unto him, "It is not thy portion"; now he knew this by

the Holy Spirit. When he was dead, and they were taking him

[to the tomb] in a month of winter, [fol. gya 2] the waters of

a full river were divided on this side and on that, and where

they buried him a fountain of water appeared, and it existeth

to this day. Salutation to Theodore, the son of the Lion.

XXX. Sane

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day was born Saint john the Baptist, than whom
none bom of women was greater. He it was whom our Lord

Jesus Christ praised, and he it was who bowed to Him when He
was in his mother's womb, and it was meet for him to lay his

hand upon the head of the Son of the Living God. And the

Holy Gospel saith: When the days of the conception [fol. gya 3]

of ELISABETH were fulfilled that she should bring forth, she

brought forth a son. And her neighbours and kinsfolk heard

that God had multiplied His mercy to her and they rejoiced

with her. And when the eighth day came one arrived to cir-

cumcise the boy, and he called him by the name of his father

ZACHARIAS, but his mother said, "Nay, he shall be called

'JOHN.'" And they said unto her, "None of thy kinsfolk is

called by this name," and they made a sign to his father and

said unto him, "What dost thou wish him to be called?"

And he wrote, saying, "His name is JOHN," and his father's

_ <<
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mouth was opened, and his tongue was loosed from his dumb-

ness. And he praised God, and prophesied concerning his son,

that he should be caUed the 'Trophet of the Highest," and that

"he should go before the face of the Lord to prepare His way."

And when his second year was completed, the star-gazers came,

and HEROD killed the children; and one informed herod about

this prophet, and his soldiers searched for him to kill him. And

his father zacharias took him, and carried him on his shoul-

ders, and he asked the soldiers to come with him into the place

where he lived. Then he took JOHN, and the soldiers came with

him, until he went into the sanctuary, and then he laid him

upon the horn of the altar, and said unto them, "Take him

from here." And the angel of God caught up the child, and

carried him to a desert, the name of which is z!pAtA. And

when the soldiers could not find him they became very angry,

because the father and the child's mother had made them to

lose him; and they killed zacharias [fol. 9761] his father.

And JOHN the Baptist dwelt in the desert until God com-

manded him to come to the desert of the Jordan, and to preach

the baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to reveal himself

to the people of Israel, even as malachi the prophet pro-

phesied concerning him, saying, "That preacher is an angel

before the Redeemer, and is in truth the similitude of the angels."

He was full of the Holy Spirit when he was in the womb of his

mother, and of him it was said, "he shall dwell in the desert,

and he shall neither eat bread, nor drink wine, all the days of

his life." And our Lord Jesus Christ was a witness concerning

him, and he knew not a woman, and he committed no sin,

neither great nor Uttle. And he preached our Lord Jesus Christ,

and he saw the Holy Spirit descending upon Him from heaven,

and he received the crown of martyrdom which, in truth, is

incorruptible in the kingdom of the heavens. Our Lord Jesus

Christ saith, "Among those bom of the offspring of women

there is none greater than john the Baptist" (Matthew xi, 11).

Salutation to thy birth, O john the Baptist.

[fol. 976 2] And on this day also martha and mary became

martyrs, and gabra kr£st6s, the monk, is commemorated.

TENTH MONTH—SANE (JUNE 5-JULY 4)

And on this day also died Abba g£ran, the fighter, who
dwelt in an island of India. This saint feared God greatly, and

he loved giving alms and prayer, and God heard every petition

he made to Him; and by his prayers he removed from that

country pestilence, and scarcity, and captivity, and the shed-

ding of blood, and the sinking of ships; whatsoever he asked

from Him he obtained. And when Satan saw that heavenly

grace was given unto him, he became jealous of him, and he

came to him in the form of a beautiful woman, who was arrayed

in the apparel of kings, and was bedecked with precious stones

and pearls; now she was walking by herself. And when he saw

her he went to her and asked her concerning her business, and

she said unto him, "I am the daughter of serseban, the

king. My sister having committed folly with her father's slaves,

my father wished to kill all of us. Because of this I came forth

by night and arrived in this desert, and praise be unto God
that a holy man hath found me, that is to say, thyself." And
he said unto her, "Get thee into a rock so that those who come

unto me may not see thee." And during the night she came to

him, pretending that she was frightened of wild animals, and

she cried out to him to open unto her the doors of his cell. And
having opened unto her she came in to him, and slept by his

side, and she embraced his body, and she spake unto him with

[fol. 976 3] words of endearment until his heart inclined to love

for her. And straightway grace was taken from him, and his

eye became black, and he did not look at her again. Then having

roused himself from the drunken stupor of error, he knew at

once that he had sinned, and that the woman was one of the

deceits of Satan, the accursed Adversary, by whom he had

been overcome. Then he wrote down what had befallen him,

and everything which he had done in the body, and he took one

of the stones on the island, and he beat his breast therewith

continually until he died. And his soul departed to everlasting

life. And then the people of that district came, according to

their wont, to be blessed by him, and when they found him not,

they went through his habitation, and found him lying prostrate

;

and it seemed to them that he was sleeping, but when they tried

to wake him they foimd that he was dead. Then they kissed
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him, and prepared him for burial, and they buried him in the

earth. And they fovind the writing wherein he had written

what had happened unto him through the operations of Satan,

and what were the reasons for his death. Salutation to Abba

g£rAn.

Here endeth the section for the blessed month of Sane.

Glory be to God, and may mercy be shewn unto us for ever

and ever.

THE ELEVENTH MONTH—HAML£
(JULY 5-AUGUST 3)

[fol. 99 a i] The first day of the blessed month Hamle [con-

taineth] fourteen hours, and then its length diminisheth.

I. Hamle

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day the holy virgin cephronia became a martyr.

This fighter of the spiritual fight gave herself to our Lord Jesus

Christ. She was the sister of the abbess of a nunnery (wherein

there were fifty virgins, now the nunnery lay between two
rivers) whose name was 'aria

n

A, and she brought her up in

the fear of God, and taught her to read the Divine Books. And
she fought a good fight, and devoted herself to God, and she

fasted for two days at a time, and she prayed many prayers.

Now this holy woman 'ariAna was exceedingly beautiful.

When DIOCLETIAN, the infidel, commanded his officers to

make men worship idols, they seized many Christians and they

became martyrs. When the virgins heard this they went forth

from the nunnery and hid themselves, and there was no one

left in the nunnery except the abbess 'ariAnA, and this Saint

CEPHRONIA, and another sister. And on the following day
the envoys of the emperor came to the nunnery, and they seized

the abbess and bound her with fetters, and then searched for

the other virgins. And Saint cephronia said imto them,

"Come, take me, and set free this old woman"; and they took

her, and boimd her with fetters of iron, and carried her to the

city; now at that time her days were twelve years; and the

abbess followed her weeping. And when they brought her to

the governor he asked her saying, ''Wilt thou worship the

idols? " And he promised her msiny things [if she would do so].

But she refused to obey him, and she spurned his promises.
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And he commanded the soldiers to beat her with rods, and they

did so. And he commanded them to rip up her clothes, and they

ripped them up so that her body became visible, [fol. 99 a 2]

And the abbess cried out at him, saying, " May God rip thee up,

O wicked infidel, even as thou wishest to put to shame this little

giri." And the governor was wroth, and he commanded them

to bmd Saint cephronia, and to torture her on the wheel

and to cut her body with iron saws ; and they did this to her

until all her body was sawn in pieces. And she prayed to God,

and sought for help from Him, and no injury happened to her.

After this they cut out her tongue, and smashed her teeth, and

they cut off her limbs and burnt her body with fire ;
and our

Lord Jesus Christ raised her up without suffering. When the

governor was tired of torturing her he commanded them to

cut off her head with the sword, and then she received the

crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. And a

certain rich man, who was a believer, came and took her body,

and wrapped it up in beautiful silk wrappings, and laid it in a

coffin of gold, and many signs and miracles took place through

her. Salutation to cephronia.
»

And on this day also died the holy fighters kalyos. Arch-

bishop of Rome, and Bartholomew, and gabra mad-

khan, the monk and righteous man.

[fol. 99a 3] And on this day also died the saints and fighters,

the two priests, who were brothers, Bfevus (beyok ?) and

BENJAMIN. These saints were priests in the church of the city

of TUN A, m the district of Ti da, in Lower Egypt, and they

were brothers. Their father was steward of the church, and he

was an excellent and meek man. His two sons were perfect in

holiness, and God wrought great signs and wonders by their

hands. And they healed the sick, for they used to wash the

sick in water from the well of the church, and they were healed

of their sicknesses straightway. And at the time when death

was drawing nigh to their father, the priest benjamin was

putting on the priestly vestments in order to go up into the

sanctuary, to consecrate the Offering; and one told him saying.

eleventh month—HAMLt (jULY 5--AUGUST 3) IO5I

"Thy father is nigh unto death and he is asking for thee."

And Saint benjamin said, "I cannot take off the priestly

vestments until I have finished the Office; if God willeth me
to see him before his death, [good and well,] and if not, God's

Will be done.'* And whilst he was speaking thus his father sent

a messenger, asking for him a third time. And when he had

finished the Office he foimd that his father was dead, and he

was exceedingly sorry, because the money and the sacred pos-

sessions of the church were deposited with him, and he did not

know where his father had laid them. And his brother beyus
(beyok ?) counselled him to go to the desert of scete, and

to ask the holy old men there about the sacred [fol. 996 i]

possessions of the church. And when Saint benjamin had

gone to the desert of scete, he went and held converse with

Saint Abba daniel, Abbot of the desert of scete, and Abba
DANIEL told him about everything which had happened, and

he commanded him to go to a certain righteous man, who would

make him to know everything that had happened to the

property. And benjamin went to him, and he revealed to

him where the sacred money was, and he took it away with him.

And after this the saint and his brother devoted themselves

to every kind of good and noble and perfect spiritual fight, and
they became believers. In those days, what was left of the holy

Body [i.e. the sacramental bread) they laid up [in a coffer] for

[use in] sickness, and when any one was nigh to die, they gave

him some of it. And Satan, in the form of a serpent, came and
moved the coffer, and made a hole in it, and went in and ate

the Body which rested therein; and the serpent was in the

habit of going into that box, and eating the holy Body which

was therein. And when the saints knew this they wept, and

BENJAMIN, who was exceedingly sorrowful, killed the serpent;

and then they took counsel together as to whether they should

eat the serpent, because the holy Body [was inside it]. And they

asked God to inform them if this was His good pleasure, and
the angel of God appeared unto them, and commanded them
to eat the serpent; and they ate it. And after this they died,

and God revealed their work and their strife to a certain holy

virgin, and she told the people how the saints had lived. And
B E S IV 67
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they built for them a beautiful church, and many signs and

miracles were made manifest by their bodies, [fol. ggb 2] and

these are mentioned in [the story of] their fight. Salutation to

BENJAMIN and to BfeYUS (bey6k ?).

And on this day also [took place] the testimony of 'anA-

getyos (IGNATIUS ?), the archbishop.

And on this day also thomas the apostle worked a miracle

for the woman who was killed in a tavern. There was a certain

yoimg man who used to do an unseemly thing, and he took a

piece of the sacramental bread to put into his mouth; and his

two hands withered, and he was unable to put [the bread] into

his mouth. And the men who saw him told the holy apostle

what had taken place, and the apostle called him. And he said

unto him, "Tell me, my son, what thou didst do. Be not ashamed,

for the grace of God hath admonished thee." And the man
bowed down at his feet, and he said unto him, ''I have done an

abominable thing, though I thought I was doing a good one.

I loved a certain woman who served in a tavern, and I said

unto her, * Remain pure, even as thou hast taught me that thou

art pure.' And when she refused I took a sword and killed her."

And the apostle said unto him, ''How couldst thou let anger

make thee to commit the act of the Serpent? " And straightway

the holy apostle commanded one to bring him water, and he

prayed over the water, and said unto the man, "Dost thou

believe in our Lord Jesus Christ? Wash [fol. 996 3] thy hand"

;

and the man washed his hand and it was healed and became as

it was before. Then the apostle said unto him, "Come, lead me
to the dead body." And the young man went with the apostle,

and brought him imto the place where he had stabbed the

woman. And when the apostle saw her he was very sorry, for

she was very beautiful ; and he commanded the young man to

bring her out, and to lay her on a bed, and the people did as he

commanded. And he laid his hand upon her, and prayed, and

having finished his prayer he said unto the young man, "Go and

say unto her, holding her hand, ' I with my hand killed thee, and

with my hand Christ raiseth thee up, through Faith.' " And the
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young man drew nigh unto her, and he said to her, " I believe

in our Lord Christ," and as he did so he drew the woman's hand

[to him], and she leaped up and sat down, and many people

who were there saw her. And she looked at the holy apostle,

and left her bed, and bowed down at his feet. And she took

the hem of his garment, and said unto him, "Where is the

other one who was with thee, and who committed me to thee?
"

And the apostle said imto her, "Where didst thou arrive?

Tell me." And she answered and said unto him, "A man who
was wholly black, and wearing foul raiment, took me and

carried me into a place of darkness, wherein there were many
pits; and there was a horrible smell there. And I saw a pit of

fire which blazed, and a wheel of fire, and souls were bound to

that wheel. And I also saw another pit of fire which was filled

with boiling filth and worms, and there were souls which were

being rolled therein. And some were hung up by their tongues,

and some by their hair, and some by their hands, and some by
their feet, and the heads of some were under a layer of smoke
and they were being smoked with sulphur. And I also saw a

place of darkness, which was very dense. And he who was
guiding me said unto me, 'These are the souls of fornicators,

and calumniators, and liars, and plunderers, and stealers, and

murderers, and of those who never visited the sick, [fol. 100 a i]

and who did not remember the Law of God ; therefore they are

rewarded according to their works.' " And the apostle said unto

those men who were there, "Do ye hear what this woman
saith? This is not the only punishment which God hath in

store for the wicked, but there is worse than this. And turn

ye to God, and forsake the working of sin, and the evil mind,

and dwell in Faith, and with a meek spirit and with holiness,

and ye shall receive grace from Him." And all the people

believed in God, and they collected much gold in order that he

might give alms to the poor, for the apostle was wont to give

alms. And the fame of him arrived in all coimtries and cities,

and the people took up all those who were sick or diseased, and
those who were possessed of evil spirits, and those who were

lunatics, and those who were tormented as they lay on their

beds, and brought them and laid them down in the place where

67-2
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the apostle was. And he healed them all by the might of our

Lord Jesus Christ. Salutation to thomas.

II. HAMLfe

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Saint THADDEUSthe apostle, who was one

of the Twelve Great Apostles. This blessed apostle our Lord

chose, and he was of the number of the Twelve Apostles. When
the Holy Spirit Paraclete had descended upon him, he departed

into all the cities, and preached the preaching of the Holy

Gospel, and he turned many of the Jews and pagans to the

knowledge of their Creator, and he baptized them with [fol.

100 a 2] Christian baptism. One day as he was journeying in

the country of Syria our Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto him

in the form of a young man with a goodly presence, and He
said unto him, 'Teace be unto thee O My beloved thaddeus,
the apostle ! Fear not, I will be with thee." And the apostle

said unto Him, "May Thy grace be with me." And then He
gave him the salutation of 'Teace," and went up into heaven.

When the apostle drew nigh unto the city, he saw an old man
ploughing the fields, and he went to him and said unto him,
" Peace be imto thee." And he also said unto him, " O old man,

give me bread to eat"; and the old man said unto him,

"I have none here. But stay with the oxen, and I will go and

fetch some for thee to eat." And he said unto him, "Go in

peace," and when the old man went the apostle remained with

the oxen, [and said,] "The man hath gone to do me a kindness."

And he rose up, and seized the plough, and he cried out to the

oxen so that he might plough. And peter, the chief of the

Apostles, sowed for him, for he was with him then, and he

blessed the seed in the Name of our Lord and Redeemer Jesus

Christ. And thaddeus ploughed three furrows, and the seed

germinated that day, and became ears filled with wheat. When
the old man returned to the fields, and saw what the apostle

had done, he fell down at his feet and said, "Art thou God
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Who hath come down from heaven?" And thaddeus said

unto him, "I am not God, but a servant of God." And that

[old] man said unto him, "In return for the good which thou

hast done for me I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest."

And the apostle said unto him, "It is unnecessary for thee to

do this, but take thine oxen and lead them back to their master,

and make known to thy wife that I am here, and let her prepare

supper in [fol. 100a 3] your house, that I may eat; for I want

to go into this city and tarry [there] this day for the Lord Jesus

Christ hath called me." And the man took the ears of com from

the fields which the apostles had sown, and he came unto the

city with his oxen. And when he came unto the city the men
saw him carrjdng ears of com, and they said unto him, "Where
didst thou get these ears of com this day? Is it not the time for

sowing? " And he answered them never a word, and took back

the oxen to their owner; and he came imto his dwelling, and

they made ready a good [meal] for the apostle. And the story

of the man came to the nobles of the city, and they sent to

him, saying, "Where didst thou get these ears of com? Tell us,

that thou mayest not die an evil death." And he answered and

said unto them, "A certain man passed whilst I was ploughing "

;

and he told them the whole story to the end. And the nobles

said unto him, "Go and bring him to us," and the man said

imto them, "Wait a little; he is coming to my house, and when
he Cometh ye can see him." And Satan corrupted the hearts

of the nobles, and they said, "Woe be unto us if this man be

one of the Twelve Men who are magicians 1 Rise up, let us go

out to kill him." And other men answered and said, "We cannot

kill him, for we have heard that Jesus their God doeth what

they want ; but let us take a woman, and set her naked outside

the city; and when the apostle wisheth to come into the city

and seeth her, he will not enter." And they brought a woman
who was a harlot, and stripped her naked, and set her by the

gates, and when [fol. 1006 i] the apostle had come to the gates

of the city he saw the naked woman, and she perceived the

wickedness of her deed. And the apostle prayed and said, " O
my Lord Jesus Christ, send michael the archangel, and let

him hang up this woman by the hair of her head in the air

'— ^.••».
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whilst I enter the city " ; and forthwith she was hung up by the

hair of her head, and all the nobles saw her hanging, but they

could not perceive what held her. And she cried out and said,

"God will judge the nobles of the city," but none of the men of

the city believed her, because Satan had hardened their hearts.

And the apostle prayed to God and said, "O Lord, strengthen

me to fight Satan, who hath risen up against me." And the

apostle prayed, and michael the archangel came down and

drove away the evil spirits which vexed the souls of the men
of the city. And the apostle went about in the city, and preached

in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the men of the city

beheved; and straightway they took down the woman who was

hanging in the air. And after this thaddeus appointed

bishops and priests over them, and he baptized them in the

Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. And he

appointed the woman who had been suspended in the air to

minister in the church, and he healed the sick, and opened the

eyes of the blind, and the dumb spake, and the lame walked,

and devils were driven out, and he raised the dead, and at

length all the people of the city believed. And Satan was wroth,

and he entered into the heart of a rich young man who loved

money, and he sent him to the apostle. And he came [fol.

100 ft 2] and bowed down before him, and said imto him, "O
servant of God, I have much money, what am I to do that I

may live?" And the apostle said unto the young man, "Love

the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul.

Slay not, steal not, fornicate not. What thou wouldst not

that men should do unto thee, that do not to others; and sell

thy possessions, and give [the price thereof] to the poor of

this city." And when the young man heard these words, his

wrath against the apostle increased, and he seized him by the

neck, wishing to kill him, but this did not take place for God
strengthened him; and his eyes did not go forth from his head

under the tribulation of the choking. And the apostle said unto

him, "Our Lord saith, 'It is as easy for a camel to go through

the eye of a needle as for a rich man to go into the kingdom of

heaven'" (Matthew xix, 24). And the young man said unto

him, "These words of thine are not true; a camel cannot go
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through the eye of a needle." And at that moment a man who

had with him a camel passed before him, and the apostle seized

him and made him stand still. And the apostle asked a certain

tailor for a needle, and the tailor, wishing to help the apostle,

brought him a needle with a large eye. And the apostle thanked

[him] and said unto him, " Bring a needle with a small eye, so

that the glory of God may be manifest in this city"; and the

tailor did as he commanded him, and brought him a needle

with a small eye. And straightway the apostle stretched out

his hands and prayed to the Lord Jesus Christ, and he said,

" Come thou and thy camel into the eye of this needle " ; and

the man and his camel came into the eye of the needle. And

the apostle said, " Do it again so that all the people may know"

;

and when the people saw this [fol. 100 63] wonderful thing,

they lifted up their voices and said, "There is no god except

the Lord God of thaddeus, the apostle." And when the

young man saw this, he bowed down with his face to the ground,

and he asked the apostle to forgive him his sin, and to take all

his possessions and distribute them among the poor. And the

apostle did as he asked him, and taught him the Law of the

Faith, and he baptized him in the Name of the Father and of

the Son and of the Holy Ghost, and likewise all the men of the

city; and he administered unto them the Holy Mysteries, the

Body of our Lord and His precious Blood. And the apostle

went forth from them, and they set him on his way and bade

him farewell in peace. After this he came to the country of

Syria, and he preached therein, and many men believed through

him. And much tribulation and punishment came upon him

from the Jews and the Gentiles; and then he died in peace.

Salutation to thaddeus.

in. Hamle

IN the name of the father and the son

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father, cyril, the pillar of the

Faith, the lamp of the Holy Church, the twenty-fourth Arch-

bishop of the city of Alexandria. This saint was brought up

-•-•v*
i^Mi



1058 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

by his mother's brother, theophilus, Archbishop [fol. 101a i]

of the city of Alexandria, his predecessor, and he sent him to

the monastery of Saint Abba macarius, and he learned from

him all divine doctrine ; in one year he learned by heart all the

Holy Books. And God gave him grace and intelligence to such

a degree that when he had once read a book he knew it by heart.

And then the archbishop handed him over to the honourable

father Abba sarapamon, the bishop, and his wisdom and

knowledge increased, and he learned how to do all good and

honourable works. And when he had finished learning all the

good works, Abba sarapamon sent him to Abba theo-
philus, the archbishop, who rejoiced in him with a great joy,

and thanked God Who had given him such a son. And he gave

him a place in the archiepiscopsd palace to read the Scriptures

to the people at all times. And it came to pass that when he

was reading the Scriptures no man wished him to hold his

peace, because of the sweetness of his voice. When Abba
THEOPHILUS died, they made this father Abba cyril arch-

bishop in his stead, and the church shone with his doctrine.

And when nestorius, Archbishop of the city of Constan-

tinople, denied God, a General Council of four (sic) hundred

bishops assembled because of him in the city of Ephesus, in

the days of the Emperor theodosius. And this father was

the President of the Council, and he disputed with nestorius,
and resisted him successfully, and overcame him, and made
manifest his denial of God. And when nestorius would not

turn from [his error], cyril cursed him, and excommunicated
him, and drove him from his throne. And this saint composed
Twelve Discourses wherein he explained the True Faith, and
after them he wrote many Homilies, and Admonitions, and
''Characters," [fol. 101a 2] which are in the hands of believers

to the present day. And this father affirmed that God, the Word,
is One Nature, and One Being in His Incarnation, and he cursed

all those who separated Christ, or who differed from this good

opinion, and from this True Faith. And having finished his

good fight, and pleased God, he became a little sick, and died

in peace after he had sat on the throne of mark the evangelist

for two and thirty years. Salutation to cyril.
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Salutation to you, O seraphim and cherubim, who

praise God ceaselessly.

Salutation to the holy angels.

And on this day also died the holy and honourable father,

Abba COELESTINUS, Archbishop of the city of Rome, who

was the disciple of YdNAKNiDOS (innocentius), the arch-

bishop, his predecessor. At the time of his death the archbishop

commanded that [fol. 101^3] this father should succeed him

as archbishop, and then he commanded him, sajdng, ''Take

good heed, O my son, for there are ravening wolves in the city

of Rome.'' And when Y6NAKENDis(stc) (innocentius) died,

they appointed this father coelestinus archbishop in his

stead. Now arsonius (sic) was Emperor of the city of Rome
in those days. And when honorius died, julian, the infidel,

reigned in his stead, and julian, the infidel, wanted to appoint

nestorius Archbishop of Rome, and to expel this father

COELESTINUS, but the men of the city expelled nestorius;

and there was in the heart of that infidel emperor great vin-

dictiveness against Saint coelestinus. And the saint went

forth, and departed to a monastery which was near penta-
POLis, and he dwelt therein, and God wrought many signs

and miracles by his hands. And the Emperor julian, the

infidel, went forth to war. And Raphael, the angel of God,

appeared unto Saint coelestinus in a vision of the night,

and gave him [the salutation of] peace, and said unto him,

"Rise up and depart to the city of Antioch to Saint dimi-

trianus, the Archbishop of Antioch, and abide with him, for

the emperor hath decided in his heart, if he returneth from the

war, to kill thee." And when he woke up from his dream, he went

forth from that monastery, and he had two brethren with him,

and he came to the city of Antioch. And he found dimitri-

ANUS ill, and he told him everything which had happened to

the emperor; and coelestinus tarried with him in one of

the monasteries of the city of Antioch. And Saint ignatius,

[fol. 10161] and nAkendinos (sic) (innocentius), the

Archbishop of the city of Rome, appeared before the Emperor
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JULIAN, the infidel. And with them was one who was exceed-

ingly awesome and terrifying, and he said unto him, "Why
hast thou left the city of these men without an archbishop?

Behold, God will remove thy soul from thee, and thou shalt

die in the hands of thine enemies." And the emperor said unto

him, "O my lord, what shall I do?" And they answered and

said unto him, ''Dost thou believe in the Passion of the Son of

God?" And he answered and said unto them, "I do believe."

And they answered and said unto him, "Send and fetch our

son COELESTINUS, and restore him to his throne." When the

emperor awoke from his dream he was afraid, and he wrote a

letter, and sent it to dimitrianus, saying, "Be not angry

with me on account ofcoELESTiNUS. Instruct my messengers

and cause them to come to the place where he liveth, so that

they may restore him to his office." And when the messengers

of the emperor went they found Saint coelestinus, and they

restored him to the city of Rome with great honour, and the

people welcomed him with great joy. And in those days the

emperor returned from the war victorious, and the Church was

in a state of quietness and peace. When nestorius denied

God, and the General Coimcil assembled [to deal] with him,

COELESTINUS was unable to attend the Council, because of

his illness, but he sent two priests, who carried an epistle

wherein he cursed nestorius, and excommunicated him.

Now the emperor believed in the words of nestorius, and

would have nominated him [archbishop], but he was afraid of

the archbishops, [fol. loi b 2] And when God willed to give

COELESTINUS rest from the labour of this world yonAk-

n!d6s (innocentius) and athanasius appeared to him,

and said unto him, "Direct the people, for behold, thou shalt

come to us; our Lord Jesus Christ calleth thee." And when he

woke up he commanded the people, and said unto them, "Take

good heed to yourselves, for behold ravening wolves shall

come into this city." And having said this he added, "Let

us rise up and depart, for behold the saints are seeking for

me and for two others, and we must go out from this world."

And at that moment the two others were cyril. Archbishop

of Alexandria, and Lucius, Bishop of the city of sAn
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(tan is); and having said this he died in peace. Salutation to

COELESTINUS.

IV. HAMLi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is celebrated the festival of the translation of the

bodies of the honourable saints 'abukir and JOHN. When
these saints became martyrs on the sixth day of the month

Yakatit, certain believing men carried away their bodies

secretly, and laid them in the church of Saint mark the evan-

gelist, which is to the south of the city of Alexandria, and there

they remained until [fol. 10163] the days of Saint cyril.

Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. And the angel of God
appeared unto him, and commanded him to go to the church

of Saint mark the evangelist, and carry away the bodies of

Saints 'abukir and JOHN, and many people went with him.

And they prayed, and dug in the ground, and a coffer was

revealed to them wherein were the bodies of the saints, and they

took them up with great honour, and they brought them to the

other church of Saint mark which is on the sea-shore, and they

laid them in it, and there they built a church; and they made

a great festival as it were this day, and very many pagans

gathered together to it. And when they saw the many signs

and wonders which appeared through the bodies of Saints

'abukir and john, they forsook their house of idols, and

denied them, and became Christians; and the sand heaped

itself up over the house of idols in a large heap, until the place

became a great hill. And many signs and miracles appeared

through the bodies of the saints, and a great healing of the sick

took place. Salutation to 'abukir and JOHN.

And on this day also died sophonias (zephaniah), the

son of Kufes, the son of khadleyA, the son of 'am6ryA, the

son of siDiKYA (zedekiah), and he prophesied in the days

of iYdsYA (josiah), the son of amos, the King of Judah.
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II

[fol. 102 a i] He prophesied concerning the captivity of Israel,

and he said, ''They shall certainly perish from the face of the

earth, saith God, man and beast shall perish, and the birds of

the heavens shall perish and the fish of the sea." And he also

prophesied concerning Moab and said, ''Moab shall become like

Sodom, and the children of Moab like Gomorrah'' (2^ph. ii, 9).

And Damascus shall come to an end like a heap of food, and those

cities shall be blotted out in the captivity of Nebuchad-
nezzar, And he prophesied also concerning Persia and Nineveh,

saying, " I will destroy Persia, and I will make it to be laid waste,

and Nineveh shall become like a desert wherein there is no water,

and flocks shall pasture in the midst thereof" (Zeph. ii, 13, 14).

And he destroyed that city by the hand of Alexander, the

Macedonian. And he also prophesied concerning Christ, saying,

" In that day I will bring back their tongues to all nations, so

that they all may call upon the Name of God, and may all

serve Him under one yoke (?)." And he said, "From the rivers

of Ethiopia they shall bring him offerings." Salutation to

SAPHONYAS (sic) (zEPHANIAH).

And on this day also is celebrated the commemoration of the

Twelve Little Children of the Prophets, who prophesied con-

cerning Christ, [fol. 102a 2] Salutation to you, O all ye pro-
phets OF ISRAEL.

V. HAMLi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day took place the martyrdom of the two great

apostles, the chiefs of the apostles, peter and paul. peter
was from Bethsaida, and he was a fisherman. Our Lord chose

him on the second day following that whereon He was baptized,

and He chose Andrew his brother before him. And having

chosen Saint peter. He made him chief of the apostles, and

he continued to minister to our Redeemer until the time of

His death and Passion. And in him there were faith, and zeal.
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and love for God, and because of this our Lord made him the

chief of the apostles. Now the apostles were divided about

the matter of our Redeemer, and some of them said that He
was ELI AS, and some that He was jeremiah, or one of the

other prophets, and he confessed before them all, saying, "Thou
art Christ, the Son of the Living God." Thereupon our Lord

proclaimed him blessed, and He made him the Rock of the

Church, and gave him the keys of the kingdom of heaven. After

this he received the grace of the Holy Spirit Paraclete, and he

went in among the rational wolves of this world, and preached

among them in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who was
crucified, and he converted [fol. 102 a 3] a countless number of

the people, and brought them into the Faith of our Lord Jesus

Christ; and God wrought great and innumerable signs and
wonders by his hands. And he wrote two Epistles and sent

them to the believers, and he spake to mark and translated

for him the Gospel which is known as his. Then he came into

the city of Rome, and he went up into the great theatre wherein

all the nobles were gathered together, and he cried out with a

loud voice, saying, ''Blessed are the merciful, for one shall have

mercy on them," and what followeth (Matthew v). And when
the four stone pillars which formed the four comers of the

tribune heard his words, they said "Amen"; and the multi-

tudes heard this voice. And there was a certain man in whom
a Satan had lived for seventy years, and the Satan cast him
down at that moment, and went forth from him, because of

his hearing the voice from the pillars of stone. And when the

nobles heard that voice they feared with a great fear, and they

came to their dwelling places wondering in their minds. And
one of the nobles whose name was caustus (?) came to a

woman whose name was 'akr6sya, and told her what had
happened, and how peter had taught concerning the forsaking

of this world, and [on shewing] mercy to the poor. And when
this woman heard his voice, she woke up in her heart, and said,

"This is a hard matter." And then they promised each other

that they would do everything which Saint peter taught, and
they distributed all their riches among the poor and destitute

folk. And after those days the emperor sent to caustus, and

ill

<»"»y*- "•



i\

1064 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

told him to come and consult with him concerning an imperial

matter. And when caustus heard this he was sorry, because

he had no money to give [fol. 1026 i] to the emperor, and

because he had no money for the necessary expenses of the

journey. And he took counsel with his wife, [saying,] "He
maketh a pretence to me with many words." And his wife

said imto him, "Go, only the God of Saint peter can make
[matters] good for thee"; and he came to the emperor who
received him with great joy. And after a year he returned to

his house, and behold, his two sons were dead; and his wife

was afraid to tell him the truth. And she made a pretence to

him, with much speaking, but at length she told him, and on

hearing it he sorrowed. And she also said unto him, "O my
lord, let us pray to God," and they prayed to God with a whole

heart and there came a voice which said, "O caustus, O wife

of CAUSTUS, because ye have received the words of peter.

My disciple, I will give you back your sons alive " ; and straight-

way their sons rose from the dead, and all those who heard [of

this] glorified God. Now one of those who rose was clement,
who became a disciple of this apostle. And Saint peter told

him all the mysteries which he had seen, and how he had seen

our Lord Jesus Christ going up into heaven in the flesh, and he

deUvered to him the secret books which it is not meet that men
should see; and this clement he made a bishop, and his

brother he made a deacon. And moreover. Saint peter saw

a great and honourable similitude of the Lady of us all, mary,
the Pure, the God-bearer. He saw a cloud which was like unto

a bow, and in the cloud which appeared upon it a tabernacle of

light, and in the innermost part thereof sat, in the flesh, our

holy Lady, the two-fold Virgin mary, the mother of our Lord

in the flesh. And angels surrounded her, having [fol. 102 b 2]

swords and spesirs of fire in their hands, and they said, "O
blessed woman, thou art the vineyard, the beautiful one where-

from grew the grapes of salvation. Blessed art thou, O Upper
Chamber, for thou didst carry in thy womb the Lamb of God,

and the Lord of Lords. Rejoice, O Mother of light. Mother of

mercy. Rejoice, O Throne of salvation, on whom sat the God
of Gods. Rejoice, O Lady of all men." And when the angels
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had finished saluting her, our Lord Jesus Christ appeared, and

spake with her, and none knew what He said unto her except

mary; and straightway there was an earthquake. And peter
also saw mysteries which are ineffable. And after this our Lord

commanded peter to preach in all the cities, and he preached

the preaching of the Holy Gospel. And he went to the sea-

coast and came to the border of a city which was called lYdpfe

(joppa), and to the city of imAkhus (emmaus ?), and

l£dyA (lydda). And one day whilst he was praying in the

city of lYOPi (joppa) a cloud of light enveloped him, and

there came down a sheet which was spread out from heaven to

earth, and there were in it all kinds of four-footed creatures,

and all kinds of birds, and the similitudes of swine. And a

voice cried to him from heaven, sa5dng, "Arise, peter, kill

and eat." And he said unto Him, *'0 my Lord, I cannot kill

and eat what is unclean." And again a voice called him, saying,

"What God hath cleansed let not man hold to be unclean";

and he heard this voice three times. And each time the voice

called him, a finger made a sign to him and pointed to the beast

which was like unto a pig. And that sheet went up and was

withdrawn into heaven, and he marvelled [fol. 102 b 3] at what

he had seen and he understood that [it signified] the reception

of the Gentiles who were to turn to God, and he told the holy

Apostles his brethren this. And then Saint peter came with

Saint JOHN to the city of Antioch, as our Lord Jesus Christ

had commanded them; and peter sent john on to the gates

of the city, so that he might learn the affairs of the city, and

he asked concerning the report of Antioch. And he found out-

side the city certain evil men, who spake words of insult to

him and wanted to kill him. And he returned weeping and

angry, and said unto Saint peter, "If these common folk

are as bad as this, what shall we do before the kings of this

city, and the nobles thereof? Even if we come into it and preach

in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, how shall we teach the

Faith?" And peter said unto him, "O my beloved, be not

dismayed by the words of these men, and be not sorrowful,

for He Who hath brought us from Jerusalem hither in one

night, that is to say a journey of twenty days on horses, will
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prosper our work." And after that they came into the city,

and preached in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the

men of the city and the priests of the idols gathered together

and beat them severely, and treated them with ignominy, and

made a mock of them, and cut off one half of the hair of their

heads, and tied them up in a tower and shut the doors on them;

and they prayed to God to help them. And our Lord Jesus

Christ, who was surrounded with the Cherubim and the Sera-

phim, appeared unto them, and said unto them, "O peter
and JOHN, fear ye not and be not sorrowful, for [fol. 103a i]

I will be with you to the end of the world. And marvel not

because they have shaved the centre of your heads to make

sport of you, for this shall be unto you a sign of which to boast,

and for hair of honour. And it shall be a sign of priesthood to

every man who shall follow you in the Church, and who shall

offer My Body, even as ye do now. To the priest who dieth

with this crown upon his head I will give remission of sins";

and having said this to them He went up into heaven with

[great] glory. Then by the commandment of God, Saint paul
arrived, and the saints met and talked together. And when he

saw Saint john he said unto them, "What have the men of

this city done to thee?" And Saint john said unto him,

"Marvel not at me, for the chief of the Apostles also [hath]

this symbol." And Saint paul went to the city of Antioch,

and held converse with the men as he wished, and he pretended

that he would worship the idols; and he released the saints and

took them away. And he asked them about their work, and

he told them that he also was a disciple of our Lord Christ.

And they worked miracles there, and they opened the eyes of

those who had been blind from their mothers' wombs. And they

also made to live the king's son who had been dead for three

months, and whose body had decayed and become corruption

;

and the king and his wife held converse with Saint peter and

believed. And Saint peter smote the groimd and water flowed

forth, and he baptized the king and all the men of Antioch in

the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, and

they built a church there. And after this the believing men who

were in Laodicea sent to him [a messenger to say] that the river
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KisAR6s had drowned many men, and flooded their villages,

and their flocks; [fol. 103a 2] and peter and paul sent him

to Saint JOHN, the beloved. And as the saint was going along

the road, he foimd a sheep which had become separated from

its flock, and he sent it on, saying, ''Go to the river kisaros,

and say unto it, 'The disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ hath

sent me to thee, and he telleth thee to become fettered by the

word of God.'" And the sheep went and did as the saint com-

manded it, and the river became quiet (i.e. subsided). And

when the infidels saw this miracle a countless multitude of

them believed. And then he passed on to the city of Rome,

and he preached therein and performed many signs and wonders,

and he conquered simon, the magician, who had resisted him,

and he cast him down from his rule over the souls of men. And

at this miracle many men believed, and the concubines of

'akrepos, the legate of the city, believed through him, and

preserved [their] purity, and many women withdrew from their

husbands. And because of this the people took coimsel to kill

him, and the wife of altabius, a friend of the king, sent a

message to Saint peter advising him to go forth from the city

of Romya, and the believing brethren likewise told him to do

this, and he went forth from the city alone, and he disguised

himself so that no one might know him. And he found our

Lord coming into the city in the form in which he had first

known Him, and he bowed low before Him, and said unto Him,

"Whither goest thou, [my] Lord? " And He said unto him, "To

Romya, that I may be crucified." And Saint peter said

unto Him, " Lord, wilt Thou be crucified a second time? " And
Saint PETER remembered that He had said unto him, "When
thou art grown up, another shall gird thee and take thee

whither thou wouldst not go." And straightway he returned

to [fol. 103 a 3] the city, and told the brethren everything which

had taken place between our Lord Christ [and himself], and

they were very sad. And when the Emperor nero heard the

report of him, he seized him and commanded the soldiers to

crucify him. And peter begged and entreated that they

would crucify him head downwards, saying, "My Lord Jesus

Christ was crucified standing upright, and it is meet for me to

I!

B E S IV 68



io68 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

be crucified head downwards/* And when they crucified him
he spake unto the beUevers the word of life, and he strengthened

them in the True Faith, and after this he dehvered up his soul

into the hand of God. Salutation to thee, O peter.

And on this day also became a martyr Saint paul, the

tongue of oil, the tongue of Christ, the tongue of sweet perfume,

the lamp of Christians, the foimtain of life, and the well of

wisdom, whose name being interpreted is ''leader, commander,
he who is praised," or according to another interpretation,

"haven, tranquillity, quietness and keeping silent.*' This Saint

PAUL was a Jew, of the tribe of benjamin, a Pharisee, the

son of a Pharisee; and his kinsfolk called his name *'saul,'*

the well-known interpretation of which is, ''given.'* He was
a young man of handsome appearance, upright in stature, and
ruddy, like the rind of a pomegranate. His face was open, his

nose was large, [fol. 103 b i] above his eyes was kohl, his cheeks

were [like] an open rose, and his beard was full. He was learned

in the Law of the Torah, and he was jealous for the same. And
the disciples, who believed through the holy Apostles, were

exceedingly afraid of him, because he had received authority

from the high priest, who wrote to him an order, with his own
hand, commanding him to bind with fetters all those who
preached in the Namq of our Lord Jesus Christ. And as saul
and those who were with him were journeying along the road

from the city of Jerusalem to the city of Damascus, a light

from heaven shone upon him, and he fell upon his face on the

ground, and he heard a voice which said imto him, "saul,
SAUL, why dost thou persecute Me? It is bad for thee to kick

against sharp goads.** And he said unto Him, "Who art thou.

Lord?** And He answered and said unto him, "I am that

Jesus, the Nazarene, Whom thou persecutest. But rise up,

and come into the city of Damascus, and there they will tell

thee what thou must do.** And the men of Jerusalem who were
with him stood up, and they heard His voice but there was
none whom they saw. And saul rose up from the earth, and
though his eyes were open he saw nothing, and leading him
they brought him to Damascus, where he remained for three
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days, not eating, not drinking, and not seeing. And there was

a certain man in the city of Damascus, who was one of the holy

apostles and whose name was hananyA(ananias), and our

Lord appeared unto him and said unto him, "hanAnyA

(ANANIAS),** and he said, "Behold me, my Lord.** And the

Lord said unto him, "Rise up, and go to the street which is

called 'Straight* and enquire there in the house of sAydA [for

a man] whose name is saul, of the [fol. 1036 2] city of Tarsus."

And hanAnyA (ananias) said unto him, "My Lord, I have

heard about that man and of all the evil which he hath done to

the saints in Jerusalem, and having obtained authority from

the high-priest, he hath come hither to imprison all those who

bear Thy Name.** And our Lord said unto him, "I have set

him to be a chosen vessel for Me, and he shall go and carry My
Name among the peoples and kings of Israel. And I will shew

him how great things he must suffer for My Name.** And Saint

hanAnyA (ANANIAS) went and came to his house, and found

him praying, and he laid his hand upon him, and he prayed over

him that he might see. And he said unto him, "saul, my
brother, my Lord Jesus Christ, Who appeared unto thee on the

road as thou camest hither, hath sent me unto thee that thou

mayest see, and be filled with the Holy Spirit.*' And straight-

way there went out of paul*s eyes as it were scales, and he

could see, and he rose up, and was baptized, and ate food, and

became strong ; and he remained in Damascus a few days with

the holy apostles, and preached in their Synagogues. And he

taught concerning our Lord Jesus Christ, saying, "He is the

Son of God,** and all those who heard him marvelled, saying,

" Is not this the man who killed those who were called by this

name in Jerusalem and here also? ** And this Saint paul the

apostle was filled with the grace of the Holy Spirit Paraclete,

and he proclaimed boldly the Faith of righteousness. And his

jealousy for the Law of our Lord Jesus Christ was double that

which he had had for the Law of the Torah. And he went unto

all the ends of the world, and preached the Name of our Lord

Who was crucified, [fol. 103 b 3] and a multitude of people

which could not be numbered believed through him. And

great tribulation came [upon him], and many beatings; And
68-2
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the Jews shut him up in prison, and bound him with fetters,

and sunk him in the sea, and took him into deserts, and tor-

tured him with every kind of torture. And behold, it is written

in his Epistles, and in the Book of the Acts of the Apostles,

sajdng, "The Holy Spirit separated saul and barnabas
for the work which He required of them." And for this reason

they went into the land of the Greeks and performed many
miracles, some of them took place when they went round the

island ofKUfeLA(cRETE ?). And they came to a city, the name
of which is yAfus (paphos), and they found a certain Jewish

magician whose name was elymas, who withstood them, and
wished to keep the deputy of the city from them and from the

Faith. And Saint paul rebuked him and said unto him,

"Behold, the hand of God is upon thee. Thou shalt become
blind, and shalt not see the sun imtil the time when the ap-

pointed time shall have come"; and straightway the eyes of

ELYMAS clouded over, and became sightless, and he enquired

for some one to lead him. And when the governor of the city

saw him, he marvelled and believed in God. And then they

went to the district of lukanya (lycania) and lestran
(lystra), and darben (derbe), and taught there. And there

was in the city of lestran (lystra) a certain man with

twisted feet, and he was bom thus from his mother's womb,
and he had never walked; and he heard Saint paul speaking.

And Saint paul knew that the man had in him the faith

whereby he would be healed, and he said unto him, "In the

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ rise up and stand upon thy feet "

;

and straightway he rose up and walked, and when the people

saw him they believed. And whilst he was there, certain Jews
from Antioch and Iconium came and stoned the blessed Saint

PAUL, and they dragged him [fol. 104a i] outside the city,

for they thought that he was dead. And on the following day,

when Saint barnabas was near the city, he appointed a priest

to each of the churches there. And then he went to Plu-ygia

and Galatia and on towards t!r6'adA (troad), and they

passed over into Macedonia. And they found there a girl who
was under the power of a demon, and she brought to her owners

her earnings, which were much, and she followed after them
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crying out and saying, "These servants of God shall teach us

the way of life*'; and she pressed upon Saint paul. And Saint

PAUL turned, and rebuked the unclean spirit which was on

her, in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the girl was

healed. And after this he went out to the city of halab, and

he made to live the mother of timothy, whose name was

badremAn, who had been dead. There the people wished him

to sacrifice to the god of the city, [but he refused to do so].

And they cast him into a furnace, and he stretched out his

arms in the form of the Cross, and the men of the city saw the

sign of the Cross with their own eyes; and they entreated him

to come out, and he went forth, being injured in no wise, and

they prostrated themselves before him. And all the people

believed through them, and even anest us, the governor of

the city, believed; and the priests of the seventy idols fled and

hid themselves. And Saint paul called the figure of gold which

was in the form of a gi4zd, and it came and stood up in the form

of a lion in the middle of the temple. And Saint paul said

unto it, "Where are the priests who worship thee?" And the

lion answered and said unto him, "Wait, O my lord, until I

am able to tell thee where they are." And the lion went to

where they were hidden, and brought out [fol. 104a 2] one of

the priests, holding him by his neck, which was in his mouth,

and he dragged him along like a dead man, and cast him down

among the people ; and thus he did to the seventy of them. And
when the people saw [this] they wanted to kill the priests.

And Saint paul said, "This day life and not death is seemly

in this city," and he baptized them all. And he said unto the

image of the guzd, which was a Hon, " Fear not, O Hon, because

thou hast ministered unto me, thy existence shall be in the

desert until I want thee"; and he dwelt in the desert of the

lion. And Saint paul went... and came into the city. And
the Jews heard of the report of him, and they gathered together

against him, and seized him, and tortured him. And they also

brought two oxen, and they lifted up the feet of Saint paul,

and tied him between two oxen, with 'anteKos his disciple,

and they dragged them through the streets of the city, over

the sharp stones, until their blood flowed like water, and their

mai
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bodies were torn and cut, and their bones were visible. And the

disciples prayed to God, and the two oxen, and the man who was

driving them, turned into stone in the midst of the city, where

they stood still, and they are there until this day. And the

people having seen this told the governor, and he became

wroth, and commanded the soldiers to bring them before him,

and they brought them, [the people] stoning them as they did

so. And the governor was wroth with Saint paul, and he said

unto him, "O man, behold, I will torture thee." And he com-

manded them to bring two brass bulls, and they brought

bitimien, and pitch, and sulphur, and fat and mixed them
together, and they smeared the outside and the inside of the

two brass biills therewith, [fol. 104^ 3] and they cast the

disciples into them. Then they took them into a furnace, and
they lighted a fire therein, and kept it burning for three days

and three nights. And our Lord Jesus Christ came, with His

angels, and He made the furnace to move from its place into

the grounds of the offices of the government, and the flames

blew backwards, and consumed the men of the city. And a voice

from heaven called those who remained, and bade them to

gather together to the furnace (?). And the lion; which paul
had sent into the desert, came and cried out with [his] voice,

saying, "Believe ye in the Lord Jesus Christ, [the God] of

Saint PAUL." And the lion came back, and said unto Saint

PAUL and SEKANTES (?), "Get forth from the fire, so that the

men of this city may not know"; and they went forth from the

red-hot furnace alive, and the hair of their heads was not

singed, and there was no smell of fire upon them. And straight-

way all the people cried out, saying, "We believe in our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Nazarene," and paul baptized them in the

Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

And he made sekantes a priest, and having built there a
church, he departed to the city of Athens. Then he went to

other cities with Saint philip the apostle and preached therein,

and the elders of the city seized them, and bound them hand
and foot, and put chains about their necks, and they made
iron helmets to put over their heads. And they also made
figures of the hand, with palms and fingers of iron, and they
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thrust them oyer their hands and along their arms, until [fol.

1046 i] each hand and arm was covered with iron, and then they

drove nails through them. And they also made figures of the

shoulders in iron, which reached up to the neck and they drove

nails into them, back and front ; and they made plates of iron

to envelop their limbs and to cover their bodies in such a way

that no part of the body was visible. And they nailed plates

of iron over their sides, and they made shoes of iron for their

feet, and they drove nails through their hands, and the soles

of their feet, and their thighs; and they made plates (?) in the

form of a covering. And men who prepared roots and drugs

came, and brought a talent of lead, and a huge vessel of brass,

and seven pounds of refined fat. And they mixed with it grease,

and wax, and ox-fat, and many roots for burning in the fire,

and bitumen, and pitch, and sulphur, and tar, and seven pounds

of colophonia resin, and glue (?), and clematis wood {i.e. brush-

wood), and charcoal, and very much wood. And they brought

bitumen, which had been prepared, and melted it in the [brass]

vessel, and they daubed it on the iron plates which were on the

bodies of the saints, until they took the shape of their bodies.

And they poured over the iron plates, inside which were the

saints, the lead which they had melted, until it reached from

their feet to their heads. And they set them up by the side of

a bushy pine tree, which was five cubits high from the ground

to the top thereof, and they hghted a fire about the apostles

with the leaves and branches of vines from which the fruit had

been plucked, and the flames rose up over their bodies. And

the apostles prayed to God, [fol. 1046 2] and He put mercy into

the heart of one of the nobles, who said unto the soldiers,

"Release them." And when they had released them, they

removed the plates of iron from their bodies and their skin

peeled off, and came away like flakes of iron, and the blood of

the apostles dripped down upon the ground. And Satan

entered into the hearts of the men of the city, and they put the

apostles back again into the fire, but an angel came down, and

extinguished the fire on them, and a bright cloud came and

rained on them and enshrouded the bodies of the saints. And

when the people of this city saw this, they all believed. Now
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the saints were tortured by stoning and by being shot at with
arrows. [And the apostles] raised many from the dead. And
after this Saint paul departed to another city, and preached
the preaching of the Holy Gospel. And our Lord Jesus Christ

appeared unto him, and said unto him, "Peace be unto thee,

PAUL, My chosen one. Whosoever shall celebrate thy com-
memoration, and call upon thy name, and build a church in

thy name, and shall visit the church and pray therein, and make
votive offerings to it, and shall perform mercy on the day of

thy commemoration in any way whatsoever, all these I will

stablish with thee in the kingdom of My Father, which is in

the heavens. And whosoever shall build churches in thy name,
1 will see that My angels have them under their protection."

And He promised him many things, and gave him a salute with
His holy mouth, and went up into heaven. And then they
journeyed about to many cities. And he came into the great

city of tArikon, and he saw our Lady mary, the mother of

light, and she commanded him to teach in that city; and she
told him many things, and she gave him " Peace," and went up
into [fol. 104^ 3] heaven. And then Saint paul came into the
city of Rome, and preached therein, and many of the men
thereof believed through him, and he baptized them with holy
Christian baptism; and he wrote to them twelve Epistles, and
that [to the Romans] is the first of his Epistles. And after this

the Emperor nero seized him and tortured him severely, and
delivered him up that the soldiers might cut off his head. And
as he was passing along with the executioner, a certain maiden
who was a kinswoman of the Emperor nero, and who had
believed through him on our Lord Jesus Christ, met him, and
when she saw him with the executioner she wept. And he
comforted her, and said imto her, "Give me thy cloak, and I

will return [it] to thee soon "
; and she gave him her cloak. And

Saint PAUL went with the executioner to the place where they
cut off heads, and having bowed his head to the executioner,

he covered his face with the cloak of the maiden, and the
executioner cut off the holy head of Saint paul and left it

wrapped in the cloak of the maiden. And the maiden said [to

the executioner], "Where is paul? " And he said, "Behold, he
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is Mng in the place where they cut off heads, and his head is

covered up in thy cloak." And she answered and said unto

him, "Thou liest. Behold the saints peter and paul have

this moment left me, and they were arrayed in the apparel of

kings, and they had decorated crowns on their heads, and they

gave me my cloak. And behold, this is it as thou canst see "

;

and she shewed it to the executioner, and to those who were

with him, and they marvelled thereat and believed on our

Lord Jesus Christ. And God wrought by the hands of paul

the apostle signs [fol. 105^1] and wonders which cannot be

counted; and the people used to lay the sick folk in their beds

by the road on which Saint paul passed, and when his shadow

fell upon them they recovered from their sicknesses immediately.

Salutation to paul. Salutation to peter and paul.

Salutation tocAUSTUS and to 'akrosia. [Wanting in the

Bodleian MS.]

Salutation to agrippa, and to anestia (?), and to Dt-

WERES, and to karia, and to 'akramA, and to 'akrA-

bAnia, and to 'akestiana, and to the wife of altabius
of Romia. [Wanting in the Bodleian MS.]

And on this day also are commemorated the seventy-two
martyrs (i.e. Disciples), and ISAAC who lived in the city of

gAzA, and the righteous men who were in dabra 'Ash.

[fol. 105a 2] Salutation to the seventy-two disciples.

Salutation to isAAC.
Salutation to the fathers of dabra 'Ash.

And on this day also is commemorated the festival of sA-

Kufe'tL, the Archangel. Salutation to sAKUfe'EL.

Salutation to the sainted woman maskal kabrA.

Salutation to marcellus, the son of y6nA, the disciple

of PAUL.
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VI. HAMLi

[fol. 105a 3] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day took place the ascension of the body of ezra
b£her, who was also called the "scribe of the commands of

God." This saint was of the house of levi. And he began to

speak words of awe with the Highest, and he said, "Thou didst

create the earth, and Thou didst command the dust and it

produced adam/' And again he spake saying how the waters
of the Flood went forth at the appointed time and destroyed

everyone, and how noah, and Abraham, and david, and
SOLOMON were chosen. And he mentioneth in his Book that

the soul doth not go forth from its body and wander about for

seven days, and is then redeemed according to its work. And
then he speaketh about the Day of Judgement, how there will

be neither sun nor moon nor stars, [but] the splendour of the

lightning of the glory of God. And then he saw Zion in the form
of a beautiful woman, whose soul was suffering grievously,

and her garments were rent, and she was covered with ashes,

and she told him that her son had died on the day he came
into his palace. And whilst he was talking to her her face lighted

up greatly, and her appearance was like that of the lightning.

And he saw the place of her foimdations. And he saw in the

night how, as it were, an eagle ascended from the sea, and he
had twelve wings and three heads, and how the heads went
forth from his wings and how they were punished and blotted

out through them. And he prophesied concerning the birth of

Christ, and he said, "A lion rose up roaring out of the desert,

[fol. 1056 i] and I heard him speak with the voice of the children

of men, and he reviled the eagle." And again he prophesied
concerning the birth of Christ, and said, "I saw in the night a
great wind which went forth from the sea, and it troubled all

the waves thereof. And I saw that that wind which went forth

from the sea was like the figure of a man, and he saw that the

appearance thereof was like a cloud of heaven, and there was
power and many praises with him, and his position was at
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the right hand of the Father. And [he saw], as it were, seven

tribes gather together to him, and he set them on the other

side of the Takaze." And then when he hath mentioned the

blotting out and destruction of the Books of the Prophets, he

saith that the offspring of the Fathers went out into the desert,

and made himself to shrink by means of fasting and prayer.

And he took with him five wise men, who were scribes, and a

voice called unto him from the tree opposite, and said unto

him, "EZRA, EZRA, EZRA, Open thy mouth." And he gave him

a cup full of water with which there was, as it were, fire, and

he took it and drank it, and wisdom welled up in his heart,

and understanding was weighty in his breast. And his spirit

took good heed, and his mouth was opened, and it closed not

again, and the Highest gave wisdom unto these five men, and

they wrote down everything which happened, and the miracles,

but they did not know what followed each of them. And they

dwelt there forty days, and he spake by day, and did not keep

silence by night, and in those forty days nine and ninety Books

were written. And then the Highest spake unto him and said

unto him, "Observe this: give these [Books] to the wise men of

the people in whom is the lamp of light"; and wisdom sprimg

up and knowledge flowed forth [like a spring]. And he did this

for four years of the Sabbaths of the years. And after the [fol.

10562] judgement (or, punishment), in the five thousand and

twelfth year of the darkness, in the third month, on the ninth

day of the month, on that day they took ezrab£her and all

those scribes who were with him. Salutation to thee sutuel,
the remaining [one] of the Prophets.

And on this day also died the holy woman saturnina.
This saint was of the people of Jerusalem, and aforetime she

was a sinner. And then she repented and turned to God, with

burning of heart and bitter weeping; and she rejected the lust

of the flesh and at length became an abbess. And she excelled

in performing works of ascetic virtue, and when one looked at

her behold one saw that her body had dwindled away through

her excessive spiritual fighting, and through her renunciation

of food. And the nuns said unto her, "Eat a small amount of
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lentils that thou mayest help thy body," and when they set

them before her she said unto them, "O my daughters, I will not

trouble myself for the sake of a few lentils, for I should return

to penitence for my former sins, and because of this I should

increase greatly my eating/' And then she died in peace.

Salutation to saturnina.

[fol. 105^3] And on this day also the holy Apostle 'alem-
PEYAS (oLYMPius), who was Called paul, became a martyr.

This saint was of the number of the Seventy-Two disciples,

and he followed the Apostles and went with them to the

preaching. And he carried the Epistles of the Apostle peter,
and ministered imto him at the time of his tribulation, and he

suffered with him, and came with him into the city of Rome.
And he preached the preaching of the Holy Gospel, and he
taught and converted many of the pagans to the Faith of our
Lord Jesus Christ. And when Saint peter the apostle became
a martyr, this apostle came and took him down from the honour-

able Cross, and he wrapped him in fine and costly cloths and
laid him in the house of one of the believers. And certain men
informed the Emperor nerd that he was a disciple of Saint

peter, and the emperor had him brought, and he questioned

him about it, and the saint confessed that he was a disciple of

Saint PETER the apostle, and he confessed that our Lord Jesus
Christ was God indeed. And nero tortured him severely, and
beat him, and crucified him, and he burned the lower part of

him as he was hanging. And after this the emperor said tmto
him, "How dost thou wish to die?" so that I may kill thee.

And the saint answered and said unto him, "I wish to die for

the Name of my Lord Jesus Christ, kill me any way thou
wishest, and bring me speedily to my desire." And nero
commanded the soldiers to beat him and to crucify him, head
downwards, like his master Saint peter; and they did thus
to him, [fol. 106a i] and he received the crown of the apostles

and martyrs. Salutation to 'almJnAs (sic) (olympius), who
was called paul.

And on this day also are commemorated Bartholomew
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of DARASA (rashid, or ROSETTA ?), and one thousand

martyrs, and seventy little ones, and kalAdyAnu (clau-

dian) the archbishop, the ninth from mark.

And on this day also the holy woman and fighter of the

spiritual fight theodosia, the mother of 'abrok6r6na-
dey6s(prochorondius) became a martyr, and two prefects,

and twelve women, became martyrs with her. And this hap-

pened because this holy woman heard that certain men had

laid information against her son 'abr6k6r6nadey6s
(prochorondius), and informed [the governor] that he

was a Christian, and the governor tortured him very severely

and 'abr6k6r6nadey6s {prochorondius) was nigh to

die. And our Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto him that night,

and healed him, and raised him up whole and uninjured.

And when the two prefects, and the twelve women, and his

mother also, saw him, they marvelled and cried out, saying,

"We believe in the God of this saint 'abrokoronadeyos
(prochorondius)." And the governor commanded the

soldiers to cut off their heads with the sword, and they received

the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. Salu-

tation to THEODOSIA and to the six (sic) women, and to the

two prefects.

Vn. HAMLfe

[fol. 106 a 2] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father, the devoted ascetic and

fighter Abba s!n6da 'arsematadAs (or, 'arsimatradAs,
i.e. Archimandrite), that is to say, "head of the solitaries."

This saint was of the men of a city the name of which is san-
SAL, which is in the neighbourhood of the city of 'akmim in

Upper Egypt, and Saint arsesius, who was like the angels,

prophesied concerning him. This arsesius was going along

the road on certain business of the monastery, and there were

monks with him, and he met the mother of this Saint sinCdA
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as she was going out to draw water. And he went up to her,

and saluted her thrice saying, "God shall bless the good fruit

of thy womb ! It shall be sweet-smelling, and his name shall

be fragrant like perfumery, and his fame shall be in all coun-

tries for ever." And when the monks saw him they marvelled,

and they said unto him, "O our father. Didst thou not wish

[never] to see the face of a woman at all? What hath happened

to thee now? " And he said unto them, "As God liveth, O my
son, there shall go forth from this woman a grain of salt where-

with all the world shall be salted, and [all] those who hope for

the mercy of God." And a certain monk, [fol. io6a 3] who was

a righteous man, and a spiritual fighter, answered and said

unto Abba arse si us, "As God liveth, O my father, when

thou didst draw nigh this woman to salute her, I saw the

angel of God, and in his hands was a sharp sword of fire which

turned about every way. And the angel said unto thee, ' Having

saluted her, peace be unto thee, O friend of our Lord Jesus

Christ. Know thou that he who shall be bom of this woman

shall rejoice the hearts of all the holy elect ones; and the Son of

God shall hold converse with him many times.' " And when the

seventh day of the month of Genbot arrived, this' saint Abba

siNODA was bom. Now his father had flocks of sheep, and

when siNODA was grown up, he handed them over to his son

to tend; and Saint sinoda used to give the shepherds their

food. And he would go down to the well in the cold winter

season, and stand up m it, and pray from evening until dawn,

all the time. And a certain righteous old man testified con-

ceming him, saying, that he saw the fingers of Saint sinoda

like ten lighted lamps. And his father took him, and carried

him to Saint Abba 'ab sal his mother's brother, that he might

bless him. And Abba 'absal laid [his hands] on the boy's

head, and said unto him,

'

' My blessing, O s in 6 d A, for assuredly

thou shalt become the great father of many peoples"; and his

father left hun with Abba 'absal. And one day Abba 'absal

heard a voice from heaven, saying, [fol. 106 &i] "Behold,

appoint Saint siNODA 'ARsiMATRADAS over all the world."

And he fought a great spiritual fight, and devoted himself to

the works of piety, with fasting and prayer, and prostrations.
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and frequent and ceaseless vigils; and he became the light of

all the ends of the world. And he composed many Homilies,

and Admonitions, and profitable Sayings. One night the angel

of God appeared to Abba 'absAl, and brought him the apparel

of E L I J AH the prophet, and the headcloths of the Three Children,

and the girdle of Saint john the Baptist, and he said unto him,

"God saith unto thee: Pray over sinodA, and array him in

this apparel of the ascetic life." And straightway Abba 'absAl
rose up, and prayed over Abba siNOoA, and arrayed him in

the garb of the ascetic life. And after this he fought a great

fight, and he drew up a Canon for monks, and nuns, and the

laity, and women, and all [classes of] men. And when the

General Coimcil of two hundred Bishops assembled in the city

of Ephesus, he went with father Abba cyril, the Archbishop
to the Council; and he overcame the infidel nestorius and
anathematized him and excommunicated him. And when they
were coming back the sailors would not allow Abba sinodA
to travel in the ship with the Archbishop, and straightway he
prayed and entreated God, and a cloud took him up. And as

he was travelling on the cloud he looked down from above on
Saint Abba cyril, who was in the ship, and he saluted him,
sa5ang, "Peace be imto thee, O my Father, and unto those who
are with thee "

; and [cyril] said unto him, [fol. 10662] "And on
thee also, and on those who are with thee [be peace]; forget

me [not] in thy prayer." And they marvelled at him exceed-
ingly, and they glorified God Who giveth such grace unto
those who fear Him. And he came to his monastery, and joined
in the midnight prayer with his sons the monks. And our Lord
Jesus Christ was wont to visit him often, and to converse with
him, and he washed the feet of our Lord, and drank the water
wherein His feet were washed, and our Lord revealed unto him
many mysteries, and he prophesied prophecies. And after this

he grew old in his days and he lay down [sick] on the seventh
day of the month Hamle. And our Lord Jesus Christ came
and sat by him and comforted him, and Abba sinodA said

unto him, "O my Lord and God, make Thou me as strong as
I was formerly, so that I may go to the Council, for the Arch-
bishop hath sent [saying] that they summon me because of the
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infidels, who blaspheme against the Holy Trinity and would

take from Thee Thy Godhead." And our Lord and God and

Redeemer with great grace, and with a sweet voice, answered

and said unto him, ''O My chosen one sinod A, dost thou wish

for more days? Behold, thy days are one hundred and twenty

years and two months! Thou didst put on the garb of the

ascetic life when thy days were nine years, and from the time

when thou didst put on the garb of the ascetic life until to-day

is one hundred and eleven years and two months. The toil is

sufficient for thee.'' And when our Lord had said this He went

up into heaven in great glory. And when it was the seventh

day of the month Hamle, the Company of the Samts came

to him, and he saw our Lord Jesus Christ. And he said unto

his sons,
*' Hold me, [fol. 1066 3] so that I may worship my Lord

Jesus Christ"; and they Hfted him up and he worshipped Him.

And then he said unto his sons, " I commit you to God. Behold,

the Will of God hath reached me that my soul must be separated

from my exhausted body, and I command you to submit

yourselves to your father wida, for he shall be your shepherd

after me." And having said this our Lord Jesus Christ said

unto him, ''Blessed art thou, O My chosen one sinOdA, and

excellence shall be unto thee for My sake, because thou hast

performed My good pleasure all the days of thy Hfe. And now,

come with Me so that I may make thee to rest in the joy which

is for ever." And when He had said this unto him, sinodA

delivered up his soul into the hand of God, and he died in peace.

Salutation to Abba sinodA, to whom was given the apparel

of ELIJAH the prophet.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba makAbis

(maccabaeus), who fought the fight in the desert of hur

and pleased God.

And on this day also became a martyr Saint Abba ignatius,

Archbishop of the city of Rome; he succeeded peter in the

days of the Emperor TARABfeYAN6s(TRAjAN ?). [fol. 107a i]

When the emperor heard that this father was teaching all the

people, and bringing them into the Faith of our Lord Jesus
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Christ, and that they were renouncing the worship of idols,

he had ignatius brought before him and he said unto him,

''Sacrifice to the gods." And [though] he would neither obey

him, nor submit to him, he promised him many things, and

was not angry with him; but ignatius would not accept his

promised gifts, and he was not afraid of his wrath. And when

there had been much speech between them, and ignatius

would not agree with the emperor in his infidelity, straightway

the emperor gave him to the lions. And Saint ignatius
gave commands to the people, and made them strong in the

True Faith. And one of the lions drew nigh to him, and seized

him by the head, and the saint delivered up his soul into the

hand of God; and after this the lion did not come near him at

all. And they carried away his body in great honour, and laid

it in the good place which God had prepared for it. Salutation

to IGNATIUS who inherited the throne of peter.

Salutation to him that became a pilgrim,

[fol. 107^2] Salutation to george the priest, whom the

Virgin taught to pray.

Vm. HAMLi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father, Abba b£s6y, possessor

of a fair memorial, the star of the desert in the monastery of

Saint Abba macarius. This saint was from the city the name
of which is sanas A, in the country of Egypt, and he had six

brethren. And his mother saw a vision, wherein it seemed

that the angel of God said unto her, ''Thus saith God: Give

me one of thy seven sons to serve Me." And she said unto him,

"My lord, take whichever pleaseth thee, for they all belong

to God." And the angel stretched out his hand and touched

the head of Saint Abba Bit soy, the righteous man, and he

said, "This is he whom the Son of God hath chosen, and who
shall serve his Lord well"; now Saint Abba BfesoY was thin

B E S IV 69
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and slight of body. And the mother of Abba b£s6y said unto

the angel, who had touched his head, ''O my lord, do thou take

of them one who is strong to serve God/' And the angel an-

swered and said unto her, "This is he whom God hath chosen";

and after the angel had said this he disappeared from her. And
having grown up, Abba Bfesdv longed to wear the garb of the

ascetic life, and he went to the desert of scete and became a

monk with Saint Abba bam6y, who arrayed him in the apparel

of Saint Abba john the Short. And he fought an exceedingly

great fight, and he fasted three times for forty days at a time,

and ate nothing whatsoever imtil the end of the forty days [on

each occasion], [fol. 107^3] And he read the Holy Books

frequently, and he gave his soul to drink of the words of the

Holy Spirit continually, and he fasted and kept vigil by day

and by night ; and he loved the word of God very much more

than honey and sugar. And he was like unto a tree which is

planted by a spring of running water, and our Lord Jesus

Christ made Himself visible to him and appeared unto him on

many occasions. He washed His feet with water in a bowl,

and drank one half of the water, and left the other half for his

disciple to drink. And after our Lord had gone up from him

into heaven, the saint said unto his disciple, "Rise up and

drink that water in the bowl." And the disciple said within

himself, " Why doth he not give me to drink of the clean water

which is in the water-pot? " And he neither rose up nor drank

that water as be soy had commanded. And again Abba
BfesoY said unto his disciple, "Rise up, O my son, and drink

that water which is in the bowl." And having urged him the

disciple rose up and went to that bowl, and he found in it no

water whatsoever; and the saint informed him how he had

washed the feet of our Lord, and had dnmk one half of the

water himself and left the other half for him. Now the disciple

did not know that it was the water from the feet of our Lord.

And when the saint told him this, he was very sorry, and was

greatly terrified and dismayed. And the saint sent his disciple

to a certciin righteous man in the city of 'akm 2m, pretending

that he was mad, and that righteous man comforted him, and

sent him back to his father Abba b£s6y. And when his
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disciple became terrified a second time he sent him again to

that righteous man, who had died [meanwhile]. And Abba

b£s6y said unto his disciple, "Place in his hand this staff,

and say unto him. My father telleth thee to rise up, and to

hold converse with me." [fol. 1076 i] And when his disciple

went, and laid the staff of Abba b£s6y upon him, that

righteous man rose up straightway, and comforted him, and

admonished him, saying, "Hear and obey thy father, for this

terror hath only come upon thee because thou didst transgress

the word of the command of thy father, he having spoken to

thee, saying, 'Drink that water which is in the bowl'"; and

when the righteous man had said these words he lay down again

as before. One day one of the disciples of Abba b£s6y came

to him and, before he went into his presence, he heard Abba
BESOY talking with another person, but when he entered into

the place where the saint was he found that there was no one

with him. And he asked Abba be soy, and said unto him,

"Who was he who was talking with thee?" And Saint Abba
besoy said unto him, "The Emperor constantine came

unto me in the spirit this day, and he said unto me, 'Had I

known how great was the glory which attendeth monks, I

should have abandoned my kingdom and become a monk.'

And I said unto him, 'Thou hast set up the horn of the True

Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, and hath destroyed the worship

of idols, and hath not our Lord Jesus Christ given unto thee

an5^hing?' And constantine said unto Abba b£s6y,

'God hath given unto me many gifts, but none of them is like

unto the glory which attendeth the monks, for I have seen

among them a wing of fire as they were flying into the heavenly

Jerusalem.' And I said unto him, 'Verily, God hath given

unto them that glory because of their great toil. Thou hast

[fol. 107 6 2] a wife, and sons, and riches, and dost gain consola-

tion therefrom, whereas the monks are poor, and hungry, and

thirsty, and afflicted, and it is for this reason that God hath

given them the glory they have.'" And one day God spake

unto Abba b£s6y, saying, "I will make this desert like the

habitation of doves, and I will fill it with monks." And the

saint said unto Him, "My Lord, if there be many people, where

69-2
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will they find food to eat?" And God said, "I will care for

them, and will not allow them to want anything." And it was

said concerning a certain old monk who Uved in the desert of

the city of anting^, and to whom many people gathered

together because of their confidence in him, that he fell into

serious error, and said, "There is no Holy Spirit," and many

men followed him. And when Abba b£s6y heard this report

about that desert monk, he was very sad, and he placed three

ears on his place of hearing. And he came to the desert of

ANTINGE, and when he visited that desert monk he found

many people with him, and he saluted the saint and asked him

about the three ears which he had fixed on his place of hearing.

And he said imto them, *'I have a Holy Trinity, and every-

thing I have is like the Trinity." And he said unto him, "Doth

the Holy Spirit exist?" And the saint began, and interpreted

to the people the Books of the Old and the New Testaments,

and he made manifest to them that the Holy Spirit is One of

the Three Holy Beings ; and those people returned to the True

Faith, and that old man, who had fallen into error, and had

led them into error, also returned to the True Faith, [fol.

107 ft 3] And Abba b£s6y had a disciple who was a simple

man, and when he went to sell what they had made with their

hands, one of that multitude met him, and led him so far

astray from the path of righteousness that he uttered the word

of blasphemy against our Lord Jesus Christ. And when that

disciple returned to Abba Bfesdv, the saint saw that the grace

of the Holy Spirit [which had been upon him], through Christian

baptism, was removed from him. And Abba b£s6y said unto

his disciple, "What hath come to thee, O my son?" And the

disciple told hun how the old man had led him into error. And

the saint continued to pray for him for seven days, and at the

end of that time the grace of the Holy Spirit of Christian bap-

tism, m the form of a dove, descended upon his head, and

entered his mouth. And the samt thanked our Lord Jesus

Christ, and he commanded his disciple to keep the True Faith,

and to take good heed to himself that from this time onwards he

never uttered a word in simplicity without his knowledge. And

when the Barbarians came to the desert of scete, Abba b£s6Y
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went and took up his abode in the desert of anting£, and

there he died. And when the time of tribulation was ended

[the monks] brought the body of Abba b£s6y, and the body

of Abba bulA, of the city of tam6wA, to the monastery of

Saint Abba Bfes6Y, in the desert of scete, and many signs and

miracles took place through his holy body; and his body is

"Hving," and hath not suffered corruption until this day. And
he dwelt in the desert of scete seven and twenty years, and

he fought the fight and devoted himself to God in the desert

of antinge for ten years, and he lived in the world before he

became a monk twenty years; and all the days of his life were

seven and fifty years, [fol. io8a i] Salutation to Abba b£s6y.

And on this day also 'ABiROKH and 'at6m, his brother,

became holy martyrs. These saints were of the men of the city

of GAMNUDi, and their parents were believers, and God-fearing

folk, who gave much alms; the name of their fatherwas " jghn,"

and that of their mother was "mary." When their parents

died they were grown-up men, and the days of 'ABfeR6KH

were thirty years, and the days of 'atom were seven and

twenty years. They were devoted in their attendance in the

church, and they were compassionate folk, and they received

pilgrims in love, and they were perfect in all excellences, and

in the practice of righteousness. And at the time of the perse-

cution, when many became martyrs, the saints rose up and

departed to the city of pari

m

A, in order to trade and gain

money. And they found there the soldiers of the king, who had

with them the body of a certain learned priest who had been

martyred, and whose name was an ian us. And they gave the

soldiers much money, and they took the body from the soldiers

and brought it into their house, and they laid it in a fine stone

coffer, and they hung up before it a lamp which burned con-

tinually; and great signs and wonders took place through it.

And the saints meditated upon the end of this fleeting world,

and upon the happy life of the kingdom of the heavens, and

they agreed together and departed [fol. io8a 2] to the city of

Alexandria, and confessed our Lord Jesus Christ before the

governor of the city of Alexandria. And he commanded the
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soldiers to torture them, and to beat them, and they beat them

with whips of bulls' hide until their blood ran down upon the

ground. Then they drove long sharp iron nails into their bodies,

and lighted a fire under them, but God sent His angel who saved

them from the fire. And after this the governor commanded

the soldiers to hang them up upon a high tree, with their feet

in the air and their heads towards the ground, and they hung

them up and at length their blood ran out of their nostrils

and mouths; and the angel of God descended and delivered

them from crucifixion. And the governor commanded the

soldiers to shut them up in prison, and after this he sent them to

the city of FA RmA (sic) . Andwhen theystood before the governor

he marvelled exceedingly at their strength, and at the goodli-

ness of their appearance, and he said unto them, "Cast incense

to the gods," but they hearkened not to his command, and

refused to do his will. And he mixed together salt, and dust of

tiles, and pepper, and vinegar and poured them into their

nostrils, and they endured patiently all this suffering. And

after this they stripped them and laid them on a bed of iron,

and lighted a fire \mder them, and plucked out the nails of their

hands and feet; and they beat them severely with iron rods

upon their mouths. Now at that time the wife of the governor

died, and the king asked them to forgive him for the torture

which he had inflicted upon them, and to raise up for him his

wife from [fol. loSa 3] the dead. And the saints besought our

Lord Jesus Christ, and they raised up the governor's wife from

death, and the governor and all his people believed on the Lord

Jesus Christ, and he sent away the saints, and they departed

to their city gamnudi. And they gave to the poor and needy

what was left of their possessions, and they gave the body of

Saint ANIANUS to a righteous man whose name was sara-

bAmon, and commanded him to keep the lamp burning con-

tinually before him as before ; and then they went into the city

of sarabAm6n, and confessed our Lord Jesus Christ before

the governor. And he commanded the soldiers to beat them

severely, and they dragged them all round the city, and their

blood flowed upon the groimd. And a certain deaf and dumb
woman came and took some of their blood, and she smeared
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it on her mouth and ears, and she heard and talked straightway.

And the governor commanded the soldiers to shut them up in

prison, and they did so, and when he was tired of torturing

them, he commanded them to cut off their heads, now sara-

bAmon was with them, and they cut off their heads and the

saints received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the

heavens. And sarabAmon took the bodies of the saints, and

there were with him two other men from the city of GAMNUDi,
and they wrapped them up in fine linen, and in costly cloths,

and they anointed them with sweet-smelling unguents, and

carried them to their city gamnudi. And when they came to

the outer part of the city [fol. 1086 i] the beasts that were

drawing their bodies on a waggon stood still, and would not

move, and although they beat them to make them go on

they would not move. And they heard a voice which said,

''This is the place which God hath chosen for our bodies to

rest in"; and they laid the bodies there until they had built a

church, and then they placed them inside it, together with the

body of Saint an ian us, the physician. And there they have

remained until now in the city of gamnudi, and many signs

and wonders have appeared through them. And Saint 'ab^-

ROKH was very ruddy of coimtenance, and tall of stature, and

the pupils of his eyes were blue like nil (indigo?). And Saint

'at6m was tall of stature, and the colour of the pupils of his

eyes was like antimony, and his beard was black. And our

Lord Jesus Christ promised them in the time of their tribulation

that He would blot out the sins of everyone who should mention

their names, or should celebrate their commemoration, to the

best of his ability, and that he should never see the Judgement.

Salutation to 'aber6kh and to his brother 'at6m.

And on this day also Saint Abba belAn^, of the city of

bAri, which was [fol. 10862] on the border of the city of

sakA, in Lower Egypt, became a martyr. This saint was a

priest, and when he heard of the tribulations of the believers,

and the killing of the martyrs, he gave all his goods to the poor

and needy, and went to the city of antinge, and confessed

the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ before the governor. And

11-
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the governor tortured him with divers kinds of severe tortures

for many days, and he deHvered up his soul into the hand of

God and received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of

the heavens. Salutation to the blessed bulAnA (sic).

And on this day also died Abba mesAel, whom Abba
k!r6s (gyrus), the beggar, buried. And this is his history:

When Saint Abba kiros (gyrus) had by the commandment
of God gone into the moimtain of bAsAt, he arrived in the

monastery of the monks, and saluted the church. And he saw

therein a figure of our holy Lady, the two-fold Virgin, mary,
the God-bearer, and tears were flowing from her eyes. And he

said unto her, " O my Lady, remember me in thy prayer." And
the figure spake and said vmto him, "O KiRds (gyrus), thy

path is fair, inhabit not this place. Go back to thy habitation

to protect the bones of thy father"; and when [fol. 10863]

Abba KfR6s (gyrus) heard this, he made seven himdred

bowings at the feet of the figure, and he heard a voice which

spake unto him, in Hebrew, saying, "This is enough for thee,

for thou art a pilgrim ; thou shalt lay up treasure for thyself in

the treasury of mercy." And when he went out of that place,

the monks saw how goodly his coimtenance was, and that his

whole person was pleasant, and they said among themselves,
*' It would seem that this monk hath come from the coimtry of

Egypt, for his body is not emaciated by fasting and prayer";

and they hated him exceedingly, and they brought him to his

abode. And he found there a poor beggar Ijdng upon the groimd,

and he was sick with the masfares sickness, wherewith he had

been stricken many days before, and he was nigh unto death.

And Abba KiRds (gyrus) saw Saint mighael by his head,

and Saint gabriel by his feet, and Saint Raphael on his

right hand, and Saint sadAkyAl (zadkiel) on his left, and

they were covering him with their wings, but none of the men
saw them doing this with the exception of Saint Abba KiRds
(gyrus). And the angels saluted him, and said unto him,

"Hail, strong man, who fearest not death by the slayers."

And Abba kiros (gyrus) marvelled and said unto the holy

angels, "What would ye do with me?" And they said unto
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him, "There is a command laid on us by God that we protect

this beggar." And Abba kiros (gyrus) said unto them,

"Until when?" And they said \mto him, "Until God com-

mandeth us to take him up." And Abba kiros (gyrus)

went back, and said unto the monk, "How many years hast

thou dwelt in this place? " And the monk said unto him, " Five

and twenty years." And Abba KiRds (gyrus) said unto him,

also, "How many years hast thou been sick?" And the monk
said unto him, "Twenty years." And Abba kirCs (gyrus)

said unto him, "Can it be [fol. 109 a i] then that the abbot and

the monks did not visit thee? " And the monk said unto him,

"They did not; as thou seest me. For fifteen years I never saw

their faces, nor ate of their food nor drank of their water."

And Abba kiros (gyrus) said unto him, "Tell me now; who

was thy father, and who was thy mother? " And he said imto

him, "My father was the King of ghalgedonia, and my
mother was the daughter ofRAKHRAKHA;! speak unto thee

truly, O Abba kirCs (gyrus). I was dressed in gold, and

silver, and fine linen in my father's house." And Abba kiros

(gyrus) said unto him, "Who then was it that brought thee

into this city? " And the monk said unto him, "Two men, who
were like imto thee, came to my father's house, and they passed

the night there. And at midnight a shining man came imto me,

and called me, and he said unto me,'MisAEL,MisAEL,MisAfeL.

at dawn rise up, and depart with these saints. For this thing

have I come, and I will be with thee if they do not what is

good.'" And Abba kiros (gyrus) said unto him, "Listen,

for I will comfort thee. There is a certain monk whose name

was BABNUDi;he was exceedingly poor, and his place of abode

was the desert. And the Hater of good deeds (i.e. Satan) came

imto him, and seduced him, and God gave the flesh of that poor

man of whom I speak to the lions, and to the birds of the

heavens. Now, that man was the son of King kefAz, who was

of honourable family, and ruled under the authority of the

Emperor of Romya. And I also tell thee that there was a certain

poor man, who was the son of the Emperor of Romya, who
went forth from his father's house suddenly, without taking

anything whatsoever with him, except a staff. And I knew that



1092 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

man very well. And he travelled about from one desert [fol.

109 « 2] to another, and from one monastery to another;

whether he is dead I know not, or whether he is alive I know

not. And there was another poor man, the son of a king, and

he kept vigil by day and by night, and dressed in sackcloth,

and he ate and drank only on Sabbath days; and he continued

to practise these things, and died in honour. And the angels of

light took his soul, and placed it in the kingdom of the heavens.

And now hearken, O my brother, unto what I shall say unto

thee : pretend not that thou hast been harshly entreated before

God, Thy Creator, for he whom He loveth. He chasteneth."

And the monk said unto Abba kiros (gyrus), "Rightly

hath it happened to me that I have been pimished according to

my deserts" ; and having said this he held his peace and passed

that night [in silence]. And Abba kiros (gyrus) prayed to

God that He would visit that sick man, and straightway our

Lord Jesus Christ came, and with Him were thousands of

thousands, and tens of thousands of tens of thousands of angels,

and they sang praises to Him, and glorified Him, saying,

"Hallelujah to our God. Hallelujah to the King, the Bestower

of favours on the righteous. Hallelujah to the' Hope of the

saints who have toiled on this earth. Let them rejoice." When
Abba KiR6s (gyrus) saw this he bowed low upon the ground,

and he said imto Him, "O my Lord and God, what is it that

hath brought Thee hither?" And our Lord said unto him, "I

came unto thee because thou didst call Me." And Abba kiros
(gyrus) said unto Him, "Let this poor man die, for he is

grievously afflicted." And He said unto him, "Take thee and

place in his hand a flower of 'aptlydnosJ* And he said unto Him,

"Lay Thy hand on the face of this poor man, so that Thy hosts

[fol. 109^3] of angels may see how greatly Thou hast loved him."

And Abba kirCs (gyrus) did as He commanded him, and

his soul departed quickly without pain or suffering. And our

Lord took it into His hand, and kissed it, and laid it on the

chariot with Him; and He took it up towards 'awkiydnos (the

Ocean), and placed it in the kingdom of heaven. And Abba

KiROS (gyrus) wept, and the matter was difficult for him,

and he went to the abbot and told him that the monk was dead.
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And the abbot said unto him, "What is that to me?" And
Abba KiRds (gyrus) looked at him, and the abbot said,

"This was not a man, but Satan." And Abba k!r6s (gyrus)

asked him that he might [be allowed] to bury his body, and

grudgingly the abbot commanded seven saints [to help him].

And they brought censers, but Abba KiRds (gyrus) adjured

them in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, saying, "Bring

not your imclean censers. Leave him in his place, for there are

others who will cense him; bury ye him." And these saints

said among themselves, "Where doth this monk come from?"

And they went into the church murmuring against him. And
the four archangels rose up, and censed his body with myrrh,

and stacte, and almonds, and juniper gum, and cummin, and

tefdh, and honey, and the whole place was filled with the smoke

thereof. And the monks said, "Is he then acquainted with

magic? Whence hath he this incense? " Now they did not see

the angels. Then they took his body, and buried it in the tomb
for pilgrims in the monastery, and a spring of clear water burst

forth, and it became a means of healing for those who were

sick and suffering, [fol. 1096 i] Salutation to misAel.

And on this day also became martyrs the company offeSDRds

(ISIDORE), and peter, and his wife and son, and nine and

forty of his servants.

And on this day also Abba bima, from the city ofBfenfeNsA

in Upper Egypt, became a mart}^:. This saint was a rich man,

and a very good one, and a lover of the poor; and he was set

over the city. And he saw our Lord Jesus Christ in a vision,

and He was shining with a light which was far brighter than

that of the sun, and He embraced him and said unto him, " Rise

up, and go to the governor, and confess My Name [before him],

for behold a crown of joy is prepared for thee." And when he

awoke from his dream he rose up and gave all his goods to the

poor and needy, and then he went forth from the city of Bfe-

HfeNsA, and confessed the Lord Jesus Christ before the gover-

nor. And when the governor knew that he was the prefect of

the city, and the kenkeldwos {i.e. Chancellor), he demanded
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III

If

from him the sacred moneys of the churches of his city, and said

unto hhn, "Sacrifice to the gods." And the saint answered and

said unto him, " Of sacred moneys there is nothing whatsoever

left, [fol. 1096 2] and as for the worship of unclean idols I will

neither submit to thee, nor obey them, for I worship the Lord

Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God, the Creator of heaven

and of earth and of everything which is in them." And the

governor was wroth with him, and commanded the soldiers to

cut out his tongue with the sword, and they did so; but God

restored to him his tongue whole and miinjured as it was at

first. And then they crushed him with iron implements, and

nailed him upon a bed of iron, and lighted a fire under him, but

God dehvered him from his torture, and raised hun up whole

and uninjured. Then the governor sent him to the city of

Alexandria, and our Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto him and

strengthened him. And the governor cast him into prison where

the saint worked great signs and wonders. Now the sister of

JULIUS, who was from the city of 'akfAhas, was ridden by

a devil, and the saint cast out the devil from her ; and the report

of the saint was heard in all the city, and many believed on our

Lord Jesus Christ through him and became martyrs. And the

governor was wroth, and tortured him with divers kinds of

tortures, and [broke him] on the wheel, and they plucked out

the nails of his hands and feet, and they dragged him about

in iron chains which had been made red-hot, and they cast

him into the furnace of the public baths; and after this they

hung a large stone about his neck and cast him into the river.

And God caused him to be delivered from all these tortures

and raised him up sound and uninjured. And then [fol. 1096 3]

they cast him into the fire, but he was saved from it, and stood

up and prayed. And when the governor was tired of torturing

him he sent him to Upper Egypt, where they tortured him and

himg him up head downwards. And then they cast him into

a cauldron, and Ughted a fire under him, and God appeared

imto him and delivered him, and promised him that He would

write in the Book of Life the name of every man who celebrated

his commemoration, or who wrote the history of his fight, or

who had it read. And when the governor was tired of torturing
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him he commanded the soldiers to cut off his head, and they

cut it off with the sword, and the saint received the crown of

martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. And the servants of

JULIUS, who were from the city of 'akfahas, took the body

of Abba bimA, and carried it to his city, and laid it in a good

place until the end of the days of persecution. And they built a

fine church and a monastery and laid his body therein, and

many signs and miracles took place through it. And his body

healeth to this day all the sick who come to it, and salute it

in faith. Salutation to bAymA (sic).

And on this day also died the holy father Abba kirCs, who

dwelt in the desert of the West, near the s a' id (Upper Egypt)

;

[fol. iioai] he was the brother of theodosius the Great.

And when this saint saw the oppression which was in the world,

he abandoned all his possessions, and went forth from his city,

and our Lord Jesus Christ guided him and brought him to the

Western Desert, wherein he lived by himself for many years;

and during the whole of that period he never saw a man but only

the wild beasts of the desert. And there was in the desert of

SCETE a certain priest whose name was Abba bAwmA, and it

was he who prepared for burial the body of Saint hi laria,

the daughter of the Emperor zeno. And that priest said:

"Whilst I was in my church by myself I heard a voice from

heaven which said unto me, 'O Abba bAwmA, rise up, and

depart, and go into the Inner Desert so that thou mayest

prepare for burial the body of a certain desert priest who hath

performed My good pleasure more than many saints.' And

straightway I rose up rejoicing, and I journeyed into the desert

for three days. I arrived at a habitation, and I knocked at the

door, and an aged desert monk opened the door to me, and we

saluted each other, and I asked him, saying, ' O my father, is

there any other desert monk in this desert? ' And he said unto

me, 'Yea.' And I said unto him, 'How long hast thou lived in

this desert, and what is thy name? ' And he said unto me, 'My

name is simon, and behold up to the present I have lived in

this desert for seven (?) years.' And I went forth from him,

and I journeyed for another three days into the desert, and

i
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I found another desert monk whose name was Abba 'ammon.

And [fol. 110a 2] I saluted him, and said unto him, 'Is there

another desert monk in this desert?' And he said unto me,

'Yea/ And I saluted him and I journeyed yet four days more

into the desert, and I arrived at the habitation of this Saint

KiROS. And I knocked at the door of his abode, and said,

'Bless me, O holy father/ And at that moment he spake unto

me saying, 'Good is thy coming imto me this day, O Abba

bawmA, thou saint of God! Enter in peace'; and I entered,

and saluted him and was blessed by him. And I saw the grace

of God in his face, and in the hair of his head, and his beard

was white as snow. And when I had sat down he drew me to his

breast, and embraced me, and he said unto me, ' Behold, I have

dwelt in this abode for six and fifty years waiting for this hour '

;

and straightway he fell sick, and lay down and was in a state

of suffering during the whole night. And at the time of dawn

a great light shone in his abode, and a shining man came in

with a cross of light in his hands. And Abba kiros sat down,

and the shining man embraced him, and blessed him, and

consoled him, and gave him the salutation of peace, and dis-

appeared from him. And I was afraid of him, arid I asked the

saint, saying, 'Who is this that is arrayed in such great glory,

and who shineth so brightly? ' And he said unto me, ' O my son,

this is our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God, and

He is wont to come unto me daily and comfort me.' And at the

ninth hour of the day preceding the Sabbath, I heard a great

cry which reached to heaven, and the mountains and the hills

quaked at the cry of them. [fol. 110a 3] And I said unto him,

' O my father, what is this cry and whose are the voices which

I hear? ' And he said unto me, ' O my son, this is the cry of the

sinners who are in Sheol, to whom God giveth rest from their

punishment on the day of His holy Resurrection, from the

ninth hour of the day preceding the Sabbath until the sun

setteth on the First Day of the Week; and they praise God

because it is He Who giveth them rest on the First Day of the

Week.' And I marvelled exceedingly, and I praised God because

He had given them rest. Now that day was the eighth day of

the month of Hamle. And Saint Abba kiros cried out, saying.
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*A great pillar hath fallen this day in Upper Egypt, that is to

say SIN 6 DA, the chief of the desert monks.' And on that night,

which was the First Day of the Week, Abba KiRds was greatly

disturbed through the severity of his sickness, and behold, a
great light shone in the dwelling, and our Lord Jesus Christ

came and sat by the head of Abba kiros. And he said unto

the Redeemer, 'My Lord and God, bless this man, for he hath
come from a far country.' And our Redeemer said unto me (?),

*0 Abba BAWMA, My chosen one, be strong, and fear not;

My peace and My blessing shall be with thee. And now, write

the history of the strife of this Abba kiros, whom thou hast

heard and seen, and who is renowned.' And again our Redeemer
spake unto Abba kiros, saying, 'O My chosen one, be not

sorrowful, thou art going to die, but thy death is not death,

but life everlasting. Every man who shall write the history of

thy strife, [fol. nob i] or shall cause it to be read, or shall

listen to it being read, or shall celebrate thy commemoration
upon earth lovingly, I will make to sit at meat with Me at the

Feast of a Hundred Years on Mount Zion, and I will number
him with My saints. And whosoever giveth an offering, or

alms, or lighteth a lamp for thy name's sake, him will I reward
with manifold gifts in My kingdom. Whosoever writeth the

book of thy strife, I will destroy the register of his sins and
write his name in the Book of Life. Whosoever shall shew mercy
to the poor and needy on the day of thy commemoration,
which is the eighth day of the month of Hamle, I will make him
to see that which hath never appeared to the eye, and which
hath never been heard of by the ear, and which the heart of

man hath never imagined. And I will bring unto them the
Holy Mysteries in the church, and I will bless them, and I will

bless their house, and I will make their children to grow up,

and they shall lack nothing whatsoever of the good things of

this world. And now, O My beloved kiros, I will make thee

to rest from the labour of this world, and I will translate thee

into the place of heavenly light, in everlasting joy.' And as our
Redeemer was sa5dng this, behold david the prophet came,
and he had his harp with him, and he played upon it, saying,
' This is the day which the Lord hath made ; let us rejoice and be

il
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glad cherein' (Psalm cxviii, 24). And our Redeemer said unto

Abba KIR OS, 'Behold david hath come, tell him what thou

wishest him to smg unto thee/ And david [fol. 110b 2] said

unto him, ' On what string doth thou wish me to play, and what

style of singing (i.e, what tune) shall I employ, and what voice

(i.e, tone) ? Shall it be the first, or the second, and so on up to

the tenth/ And Abba kiros said unto him, 'I wish to hear

[all] ten strings, and the tone of each and the sound of each/

And DAVID made ready his harp, and he played it and said,

'Honourable is the death of the righteous man before God/^

*O Lord I am Thy servant and the son of Thine handmaiden

'

(Psalm cxvi, 15, 16). And again he said, ' I have been young, and

I am old, but the righteous man that is cast away I have never

seen' (Psahn xxxvii, 25). And david sang out loudly and he

made his voice beautiful, and he played vigorously. And behold

the soul of Abba kiros remainedm the breast of our Redeemer,

and He took it, and kissed it, and gave it to michael. And

I, BAWMA, buried the body of Abba kiros, and when I came

out from his cell I saw that the whole mountain was filled with

hosts of light, and captains of the armies of the angels; and our

Redeemer laid His Cross on the cell wherein was the saint's

body, and sealed it. And our Redeemer gave me the salutation

of
' Peace,' and ascended into heaven in great glory, and the

angels and archangels went before Him smging praises. And

DAVID, playing on his harp, went before the soul of Abba

KIROS,' and our Redeemer was in the midst of them rejoicing

in the soul of Abba KiRds, and He took it up into the kingdom

which is for ever. And I, bAwma, was left by myself in that

place, and I put myself into the cell of Abba ammon. And after

this I travelled for three days, [fol. no 6 3] and I came to the

cell of Abba simon; and I travelled for another three days

and at length I arrived at my monastery in the desert of scete,

and I saluted all the monks, and I described to them the strife

of Saint Abba kiros, according to what I had seen and

according to what I had heard, and according to what Abba

siNODA had prophesied concerning him. And when the monks

heard this story they marvelled exceedingly, and praised God

Who giveth such grace to those who fear Him. And they wrote
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down the history of this Abba k!r6s, and I sent it to all the

churches and monasteries; and there is hope and comfort in

the history of Abba Kfr6s for all who read it." Salutation to

KfR6s.

And on this day also are commemorated the fifteen mart5n:s

who suffered with Abba nob. [In the Bodleian MS. this para-

graph is given under the ninth day.]

Salutation to pAwli, of the city of tAmwA.

IX. Hamle

[fol. ma l] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint simon cleopas became a martyr. This
saint was made Bishop of Jerusalem after james, the brother
of our Lord. And he converted many of the Jews to the belief

of our Lord Jesus Christ, and he performed many signs and
miracles; and he healed the sick. And eudrias the king heard
that he was separating women from their husbands, and com-
manding them to be chaste, and he had him brought before
hun, and tortured him severely. Now at that time his days
were one hundred and twenty years. And when eudrias
was tired of torturing him he cut off his head with the sword,
and at the same time the head of a certain virgin whose name
was THEON A. [In the Bodleian ms. this section is given under
the tenth day.]

Salutation to Nathaniel.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba claudi-
ANUS, the ninth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This
saint sat upon the throne of mark, [fol. iii«2] the evangelist,
fourteen years, and protected his flock; and he died in peace.
Salutation to claudianus.

B E S IV
70
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And on this day also died Abba besn£dA. This righteous

man fought the fight standing by a deep well of water, and the

angels used to visit him and lift him up in a chariot a space of

nine cubits; and he died in peace.

X. HamlI;

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint theodore, Bishop of five cities
(PENTAPOLis), became a martyr. This saint lived when
DIOCLETIAN the infidel worshipped idols, and when he sent

out an Edict into all coimtries and commanded his officers

to torture the Christians, and to destroy them by every kind of

torture. And he sent another governor, falAw£s, to the city of

Phrygia and the country round about. And theodore having

come there, and seen the whole city, [fol. 111^3] the people

laid information against this saint before diocletian, and
accused him of being a teacher of the Christians. Now this

took place one year after Abba theonas made him bishop.

And the governor had the saint brought before him, and com-
manded him to worship idols. And the saint answered and said

unto him, " It is not seemly for us to abandon God, the Creator

of the heavens and the earth, and worship idols." And the

governor answered and said unto him, "Is there any other god
besides artemis, and apollo, and 'ardamIdA (sic), and
the other gods? And are not these gods? " And the saint an-

swered and said unto him, ''These are not gods, and our Lord
Jesus Christ is the Creator." And the governor was wroth
at the firmness of his answer, and he commanded the soldiers

to torture him. And they continued to torture him for a space

of forty (?) days, with beatings, and with crucifixions, and with

the wheel, and with prison ; but the saint feared not the torture

nor was he obedient to the governor's command. And straight-

way the governor commanded the soldiers to cut off his head,

and they cut it off with the sword, and he received the crown
of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. Salutation to

THEODORE whom they tortured for forty days.

\
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[fol. lub i] And on this day Saint theodore. Bishop of the

city of Corinth, and three women and the two governors, that

is to say lucianus (or lucius) and dagnAnius, who were

torturing them, became martyrs. And certain men having laid in-

formation before these two governors that this saint, the Bishop

of Corinth, was a Christian, the governors had him brought before

them, and they questioned him concerning his Faith, and he

confessed that he was a Christian. And they tortured him,

and beat him with rods, and he stamped on the groimd and

kicked the throne of the idols and overturned them. And the

two governors were wroth, and they tortured him severely,

and they rubbed his wounds with hairy rags which had been

dipped in vinegar and salt, and meanwhile he cursed the idols

and the governors. And the governors commanded the soldiers

and they cut out his tongue. When they had cut it out, one

of the believing women who were there took it away, and when
the soldiers put the saint in prison, he took his tongue from that

woman and laid it upon his belly, and his tongue extended

itself, and entered his mouth. And a white dove came and
flew round the saint, and then a peacock flew up and alighted

on the window. And the two governors saw them and mar-
velled, and LUCIUS believed on our Lord Jesus Christ. And
straightway dagnAnius was wroth, and he slew the three

women who were walking behind the saint. And when the saint

delivered up his [fol. 111b 2] soul the dove and the peacock flew

away, and departed straightway, and dagnAnius marvelled

exceedingly at this. And Saint lucius informed him, saying,

''The Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ is the true Faith" (?);

and dagnAnius himself also beheved on oin: Lord Jesus
Christ. And then they went by sea from the city of Corinth

to the land of Cyprus, and there they found another governor
who was torturing the Christians. And Saint lucius stood
up before the governor without the knowledge of dagnAnius,
and he overturned the throne of the idols, and confessed our
Lord Jesus Christ; and the soldiers cut off his head with the

sword, and he received the crown of martyrdom. And dag-
nAnius took him and made him ready for burial and buried
him. And after this dagnAnius stood up before the governor,

70-2
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and confessed our Lord Jesus Christ, and his head was cut off

with the sword, and he received the crown of martyrdom in the

kingdom of the heavens. Salutation to Theodore, Bishop of

Corinth, and to lucianus and dagnAnius.

And on this day also died the holy father and fighter Abba
kh£lyAn (or, golyAn). The name of the father of this saint

was JUSTUS, and the name of his mother was kAlm6nA, and

his district (or, home) was 'a!N dahay; in his youth he was a

[fol. Ill 6 3] worker in gold and silver, and was praised for his

handiwork. One day a woman from among the Arab hand-

maidens came to him, and asked him to make for her ornaments

for her ears. When he had finished them for her, he asked for

payment from her, and she bowed her head before him, and said

untohim, *'
If thou wantest from me what men want from women,

behold me here before thee; other money I have none." When
he heard this he said unto her, '*Thou art the daughter of the

governor of the Satans ; get thee gone from me and never shew

me thy face again." And then he tarried a little while in his

house reminding himself about death, and punishment, and

the resurrection, and then he distributed his goods aihong the

poor and needy. And he made an agreement with his mother,

and left her half of his money, and having taken food sufficient

for three days he departed into the desert. And when God saw

the purity of his mind. He made to be near to him what was

afar off, and he came to the Red Sea in one day. And whilst

he was sleeping, there appeared unto him three men in white

apparel, who held a cross which shone like the sun, and they

woke him up and took him with them ; and when they came to

a garden they gave him a staff formed of a cross studded with

gems. Whilst they were in the garden they prayed together,

and when he rose up after prostrating himself, he could not

find any one of them; and he wept because of their separation

from him. And when his sojourn there had become long, he found

that he was accustomed to the solitary life, and he fed himself

upon green herbs, and drank water. When he wanted to go by
night into caves and [fol. 112 a i] other dark places, the staff

of the cross gave him light, and brought near to him what was
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afar off; and his clothmg was the bark of the trees. And when

Satan, the accursed, saw his spiritual fight, he went to certam

evil men and spake unto them, saying, "There is a treasure

hidden in the desert, and if ye seize the man who guardeth it

ye will find it"; and he took them and brought them to the

passage across the river. And when they had come to the river,

they lost their way to the place where they should cross over,

and although they saw the river they were imable to come there

to drink, and they were exceedingly thirsty. And again Satan

transformed himself into a wild beast of terrifying aspect, and

he went to Saint khelyAn, and he said unto him, "Why
dost thou not shew compassion on thy companions who are

thirsty, and why dost thou not give them water to drink?"

And he thought that by this means they would be able to seize

him. And the saint thought God was chiding him by the mouth

of a wild beast, and he drew water for them and crossed the

river, and gave them to drink. And when they saw his wretched

condition, they had pity upon him, and wanted to give him

their apparel, but he would not take it from them, and he

returned to his abode. And Satan, having laid aside his cunning

form of a wild beast, again transformed himself and took the

form of a monk, and he came to the saint to lead him astray,

but the saint made the sign of the Cross over him and Satan

fled away ashamed. When the time for the departure of the

saint drew nigh, the three men who had appeared unto him
before came to him, and wrote his history for him; and when he

died they buried him. Salutation to [fol. 112a 2] kh£lyAn.

And on this day also are commemorated Mar matrA (mAr-
mAtrA), and Andrew, Bishop of kefalA, and the con-

secration of a church toSERGiusin Egypt.

And on this day also became martyrs Abba fesi and five

and fifty men and four soldiers. [Wanting in the Bodleian MS.]

i^
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XL HAMLfe

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint JOHN, and Saint simon, the son of his

father's brother, from the city of sarmalAs (sermalak ?),

became martyrs. The mother of Saint John was barren, and
his father asked our Lord Jesus Christ to give him a son, and
he vowed that if He did so, he would make himself a servant of

God all the days of his hfe. And john the Baptist appeared

imto him in a vision, and told him that God would give him a
son; and when this saint was bom he called him john. And
he built first of all a church in the name of Saint john the

Baptist. And when the boy was grown up and his days were
twelve years, his father gave him his flock to tend. And john
used to give his food to the shepherds every day, and also to

those who passed by [fol. 112^3] on the road, and he fasted

until the evening daily. And when his father heard this he went
to him in the fields so that he might know if what people had
told him about him [was true], and the young man Saint john
was afraid lest his father should beat him, and he wanted to

flee. And his father said unto him, ''Shew me thy food [for]

this day": and John answered and said imto him, "Go inside

that thou mayest see it." And when his father went inside,

and [looked at] the place where things were put, he saw that

it was full of hot bread, and he marvelled exceedingly and told

his mother what had happened to their son. And from that

hour they knew that grace was on their son, and they no longer

allowed him to tend the sheep. And the saint studied and learned
by heart many of the Books of the Church. And his parents
asked him to let them arrange a marriage for him, but he did
not wish this. And when his days were eighteen years, he was
made a priest, and simon, the son of his father's brother, left

the sheep and became his disciple, and he it was who described

his miracles. Now God made manifest through him great

miracles, and the people used to bring unto him those who
were sick with every sickness whatsoever, and he prayed over
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some olive oil, and anointed them therewith, and they were

healed of their sicknesses. And he rebuked the sick, and said

imto them, "Many ills come upon you because of your sins";

and this saint wrought so many miracles that they cannot be

counted, and among them are the following: A soldier took

and carried off some barley from a widow woman. And the

widow came to the saint, and complained to him about the

soldier, and the saint cursed him, and his horse died when he

had eaten the [fol. 112 6 i] barley. On one occasion the king's

general came to collect tribute, and he had with him a man,

one of whose eyes was blind. And that man came to Saint

JOHN, and was blessed by him, and straightway his eye that

was blind was opened, and he saw well with it. And this holy

man could see by the Holy Spirit the deeds of all men, and their

sins were revealed to him, and he rebuked them for their sins.

And the report ofthis saintwasheard of by a king whose name was
MARIANUS, who had an only daughter, and a serpent entered

her belly, and grew up therein, and she was nigh to die; and
although her father had given much money to the physicians

they were unable to cure her. And the general made known to

him the history of Saint JOHN, and how he had opened the eye

of his blind servant, and the king commanded his soldiers to

send and bring the saint. And Saint john knew by the Spirit

that the king wanted to bring him to him, and he feared the '

fatigue of the journey and the sea. And straightway a cloud

caught him up from the city of sarmalAs (sermalak?),
and carried him along until it brought him to the city of

Antioch, and set him upon the king's bed; and when the king

saw him he was troubled and was afraid. And the saint told

the king, sa5dng, "I am that poor man for whom thou didst

wish to send and bring hither." [And the king brought] his

daughter to Saint john, and he prayed over her, and the

serpent went forth from her belly without injuring her, or

causing her pain. And the king, and all the men of the house
ofthe king, were blessed by him, and they marvelled exceedingly,

[fol. 112 6 2] and they glorified God Who gave such grace to

those who love Him and who do His commands. And the king

offered him much money and gifts, but he would take nothing

I
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whatsoever from him. And the king wished to make him dwell

with him, but could not make him do so, and he laid hold upon
his girdle so that he might [not] depart, and a cloud caught

him up whilst the king was holding his girdle in his hand, and
the girdle broke in the king's hand, and Saint john arrived

in his city that night. And the king built a church over that

girdle, and it is called "the church of the girdle" to this day.

When Saint john consecrated the Offering he could distinguish

between the sinners and the good, and those who were fit to

partake and those who were not. When Diocletian denied

Christ, and worshipped idols, this saint took simon, the son
of his father's brother, and went to the city of Alexandria, and
confessed our Lord Jesus Christ before the governor. And the

soldiers tortured them severely, and after this they cut off their

heads with their swords. And their souls entered into ever-

lasting rest, and their bodies are to this day in the city of

GAMNUDi, where great miracles and healings take place through
them. Salutation to john and to simon.

[fol. 112b 3] And on this day also is commemorated the great

saint Abba isaiah the anchorite, of the desert of scete.
Salutation to isaiah.

And on this day also died Saint Abba gabriel, the seventy-

eighth (sic) Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This saint

had believing and blessed parents, and they walked in the way
of God, and in His commandments, and according to His good
pleasure. And having begotten him, they reared him in the
fear of God. One day there came to him certain holy monks,
and among them was a righteous old man whose spiritual fight

was good. And he saw a beautiful vision, as it were many bishops
surrounding the boy, and they laid their hands upon him, and
blessed him, and they all said, ''So be it, so be it." When the
old man woke up from his vision he meditated and said, "The
boy shall become great." And he said unto his father, "Teach
him well, for assuredly he shall become the head and chief of

many peoples; thou wilt not see hun at all times." [fol. 113a i]

And he told him what he had seen ; and the father of the boy
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\i praised God, sajdng, "Shall anything happen to this boy?"

And when his days were two (?) years his father died in the

mercy of our Lord and God and Redeemer Jesus Christ. Now
the boy had an uncle whose name was peter, and he was

Bishop of the city of behnA, and his spiritual fight was admir-

able, and he was learned in all the holy Books of God of the

New and of the Old Testaments, and he took the boy and

taught him. And all those who saw the boy marvelled at the

grace of God which was upon him, and at his imderstanding

and knowledge, and he was made a deacon. And when his

days were twelve years he wanted to put on the garb of the

ascetic life, and he renounced this fleeting world. And the

Bishop Abba peter gave him into the hands of the blessed

monk Abba peter the priest, and he became devoted to God,

and a fighter, and a man of good piety. And he took the boy
and taught him the spiritual fight, and the Rule of the monastic

life in a few days, and signs and wonders and spiritual excel-

lence appeared through him ; and many men loved him because

of his spiritual fight, and his devotion to God, and his humility.

And after the death of his teacher, peter the priest, he de-

parted to the monastery of Saint Anthony, where he lived

for many years, fighting the fight with fasting, and prayer, and
vigils and unceasing prostrations; and after this he departed

to the desert of scete, to the monastery of Abba macarius.
And he became abbot of the church of our holy Lady, the two-

fold Virgin [fol. 113a 2] mar Y, the God-bearer, in the monastery

of MArm OS, and he toiled and restored the building thereof.

And then he went to Jerusalem, and was blessed in the holy

places, and there he was made priest of the church of the Holy
Resurrection by the hand of the holy father Bishop Abba
MICHAEL. Thence he returned to the city of mesr (cairo),

and dwelt in the church of mu'allakAh of our holy Lady
the Virgin mary, cop3dng the holy Books of the Holy Church.

In those days the holy father the Archbishop Abba cyril
died, and the throne of mark the evangelist remained without

an archbishop for a few days, and all the bishops and priests

agreed with one consent to make this saint archbishop. And
Satan, the hater of what is good, brought certain men who were
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envious of him, and they did not wish him to be appointed,

and they appointed archbishop the holy and spiritual father

Abba ATHANASius, who is known as "Son of the Crown."

And good works appeared from him, and he walked uprightly

without blemish, like Abba athanasius the apostle, and then

he died. And again the bishops, and the elders, and the people

gathered together, and they set their hands to a document and
wished that Abba Gabriel should be appointed archbishop.

And again the Enemy of what is good stirred up dissension

among the people, and they agreed that the name of Gabriel
and the names of others should be written on papers, and
that they should be laid on the altar, and that they should

pray over them for three days, and should celebrate the Offering,

[fol. 113 a 3] so that God should make known whowas to hold this

honourable position and reveal his name. And they did thus,

and they brought a Httle child, who brought forth the paper

whereon was the name of this father; and all the bishops

assembled and made him prefect of the church of mu 'allAkA h.

And again his appointment was not completed, and Abba
JOHN, who is known as the ''son of 'absAdi,*' was appointed.

And at that time the church of Egypt suffered great tribulation.

When Abba john was appointed, this father Abba Gabriel
went to the monastery of Saint Abba Anthony, and he fought

a great fight, and devoted himself to fasting, and prayer, and
vigils, and to prostrations by day and by night; and in the

strenuousness of his fight he was superior to many. And he
lived thus one year (?). And many of the holy monks saw
beautiful visions concerning him, and some of them said that

they saw him in the city of Alexandria, dressed in archiepiscopal

apparel, with many Christians and Gentiles surroimding him.

And some of them saw him in the desert of scete, where he
was appointed head of the monastery of Saint Abba macarius;
and some of them saw a covmtless number of keys handed to

him. Many times when he wished to come down from the

monastery of Abba macarius, he became sick, and was imable
to come down. And then Saint Anthony appeared unto him,

in a vision, and said unto him, " I do not wish thee to go down
from the monastery except by the Will of God, and hence-

«*
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forward thou shalt not go down except at His time." And when
three years [fol. 1136 i] were ended, a certain holy old man of

the monks of the monastery ofANTHONY saw the vision of a

glorious angel, who said unto him, "Three years from this time

they shall take Abba gabriel and make him Archbishop of

the city of Alexandria "
; and that old man went out straightway

and told Abba gabriel what he had seen. One day the gover-

nor of the city of taf!h came to the monastery of Abba
ANTHONY, and with him were the abbot, and many judges

(or, officers), and a letter from the emperor ordering them to

bring Abba gabriel quickly, and to make him Archbishop
of the city of Alexandria. And they took him against his will,

and carried him with great honour to the city of Alexandria,

and with him were the father bishops; and all the people

rejoiced in him. And that day he and the bishops, and
the priests and the deacons, appointed a bishop to Jerusalem,
and after this he consecrated MtR6NA (i.e. the holy oil) three

times; and he remained thus for one year and one month. At
that time Abba Anthony appeared, and said unto him,
"Behold, thy departure draweth nigh, and after one year and
a half thou shalt depart to God and shalt inherit everlasting

life." And at that time great tribulation came upon the Chris-

tians, and this father asked God to deliver them from it; and
God accepted his petition and delivered them. Then the arch-

bishop returned to his throne, and Abba gabriel hid himself
in a secret place, [fol. 113 6 2] and no man knew where he was,
except a certain believer. And through the excessive intensity

of his spiritual fight, by night and by day, his appearance
became changed, and his body dried up. And after this God
revealed the matter of this father to a certain believer, who
pleased God by his works, and he became zealous for him with
a divine zeal, and he brought him out of that place, and stab-

lished him in the church of the Apostles, and he lived there for

many days devoting himself to prayer and to sacred duties. And
he visited the sick, and provided them with what they needed,
and he comforted the beHevers who came to him. One night
Abba ATHANASIUS, the archbishop, appeared imto him
plainly, and said unto him, "Be not sad because of the labour
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and sorrow which hath come to thee, for God hath delivered

thee from much toil and tribulation. And behold, there must

come upon thee a sickness, so that God may perfect thy patient

endurance; rejoice, however, for thou hast received the grace

of God, which is great, and thou shalt receive everlasting life,

and joy which is unending." And straightway a severe sickness

seized him, and he continued to be sick, and he was frightened

and disturbed about the departure of his soul from his body,

and about his standing before God. And there was before his

face a picture of our holy Lady, the Virgin mary, and to this

he prayed continually; and at that time God Most High ap-

peared unto him with a shining face, and comforted him, and

strengthened him, and said unto him, "Fear not, but rejoice,

for thou hast received the grace of the kingdom of the heavens.

At the end of three days thou shalt depart from this [fol. 113 6 3]

fleeting world"; and after three days he died in peace, and was

buried in the church of Saint mercurius with great honour.

Salutation to Gabriel the archbishop.

XII. HAMLi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is celebrated the commemorative festival of the

glorious angel, the Archangel michael, because on it God sent

him to the army of sanakarem (Sennacherib?), the King

of Persia, and he slew eighteen ten-thousand thousands and fifty

himdred men. And having besieged Jerusalem, sanakarem
(SENNACHERIB ?) sent messengers to hezekiah the king, who
reviled him and blasphemed the Lord God, and he said unto

them {i.e. the Jews), "Who can deliver you out of my hand?"

And HEZEKIAH, the King of Judah, was sad, and he put on hair

sackcloth, and he entered the House of God, and prayed and

bowed down before Him in the sanctuary, and entreated Him
to save His people, and the city of Jerusalem. And God ac-

cepted his petition, and He sent Saint michael the archangel

to the army of sanAkar^m (sennacherib?). King of
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Persia, and he performed a great miracle upon him, and delivered

Jerusalem and all the people of Judah. For this reason [fol.

114a i] the Teachers of the Church have commanded the people

to celebrate the festival of Saint michael the archangel this

day. Salutation to michael the archangel.

And on this day also Saint Abba hor became a martyr.

This holy man was from the city of seryAs, and he had a
sister whose father was a worker in metals ; and he determined

in his heart to become a martyr. And he went to the city of

sarm A, and confessed our Lord Jesus Christ before the governor,

who tortured him severely. And after this that governor and
his wife and sons believed because they saw and heard of the

miracles which God performed by the hands of this saint, and
they became martyrs by the hands of another governor. And
the governor sent Abba hor to the city of antin o£, and the

governor of that city tortured him with every kind of torture,

and broke him on the wheel, and hung him up head downwards,
and tortured him with red-hot irons. And when he was tired

of torturing him he commanded the soldiers to cut off his head,
[and they did so,] and he received the crown of martyrdom in

the kingdom of the heavens. Salutation to Abba h6r. [fol.

114a 2] Salutation to the company of h6r, one hundred and
twenty-seven men and twenty women.

Xm. HAMLt

in the name of the father and the son
and the holy ghost, one god

On this day died Saint Abba basendius. Bishop of the
city of KEFT (coptos). This saint became a monk in his early
years, and he devoted himself to the ascetic life, and fought a
great fight, and learned many of the holy Books by heart, of

their number being the Book of the Psalms of david, and the
Twelve Minor Prophets. And when he used to read a prophecy
of one of the prophets, the prophet who wrote it used to come
and stay with him until he had finished reading the prophecy.
And it is related of him that when he lifted up his hands whilst
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he was praying, his ten fingers used to shine like ten lighted

lamps ; and God wrought great signs and miracles by his hands.

Now he never looked upon the face of a woman, and he bowed

his head towards the groimd [when he saw one]. And there was

a certain woman who had a serious sickness in her belly, and

one day she lay in wait for him by his cell, and came upon him

suddenly ; and he ran away and the woman ran after him. And

when she was unable to catch him, she took a handful of the

dust upon which his feet had trodden, and swallowed it, and

straightway she was healed of her sickness, [fol. 114a 3] One

day he saw three shining men, and they gave him some keys

saying, "Thou must administer the Church of God," and then

God chose him and he was made Bishop of the city of kept

(coPTOs). And when he was consecrating the Offering, he

used to see our Lord and His angels on the altar. One day a

certain priest was reciting the Liturgy before him, and when he

was in the middle of it, he spat out spittle whilst he was standing

before the altar. And when the priest had finished this father

rebuked him, saying, "Art thou not afraid of God when thou

standest at the altar? Dost thou not know that the spittle

which thou didst spit out fell upon the wing of one of the

Cherubims, who were standing before the altar? " And great

trembling and dismay came upon that priest, and they carried

him to his house, and he fell sick and died. And this saint had

a sweet voice, and a good dehvery of speech, and no man
became wearied of his admonition or teaching. And when the

time of his death drew nigh, the saint knew about it a few days

before, and he smnmoned his people, and he taught them and

admonished them, and strengthened them in the True Faith,

and gave them many commands; then he delivered up his soul

into the hand of God. And God made manifest many miracles

from his body. And his disciple took a small piece of his grave

clothes, and it became a means of healing for every sick person

who came to him in faith. Salutation toBASENDius.

[fol. 114b i] And on this day became a martyr Saint ammon,
who was from the city of tuh, on the borders of bunA in the

north of Egypt. The angel of God Saint michael appeared
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to this saint and made known to him everything that would
happen to him, that is to say, that he must go to the city of

ANTINGE, where they would torture him for the Name of our

Lord Jesus Christ. And he departed to the city of antino£
and confessed our Lord Jesus Christ before eugaius the
governor, who at once tortured him severely with the wheel, and
with the fire, and with the red-hot iron bed, and with whippings
with whips made of ox-hide, and with the tribulation of the
[furnace] of the bath; and they flayed off his scalp and laid

coals of fire on his head. And God gave him strength under all

these tortures, and raised him up sound and uninjured, and
without pain. And after this our Lord Jesus Christ appeared
unto him in the form of a young man on a chariot of the spirit,

and He comforted him, and strengthened him, and promised to
be with him, and He said unto him, "O My beloved Abba
AMMON, whosoever shall call upon thy name in the time of
his tribulation, I will come down and dehver him. Whosoever
shall celebrate thy commemoration, or shall write the history
of thy fight, I will remember in My kingdom, and I will blot
out his sins; and I will protect thy city and thy church [fol.

114b 2] and thy body." And this saint performed great miracles
whilst he was in the body. And when the soldiers cut off his
head with the sword, he received the crown of life. And Saint
JULIUS who was there took his body, and wrapped it in costly
cloths, and sent it with two of his servants into his city; and
his body is to this day in Upper Egypt, and many miracles
appear through it. Salutation to ammon.

Salutation to the consecration of thy church, O b£s6y.

XIV. HAMLi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint 'abr6k6ny6s (procopius?), the
soldier of our Lord Jesus Christ, became a martyr. This saint
was bom in the city of Jerusalem, and the name of his father
was CHRISTOPHER, which is, being interpreted, "Bearer of

m
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Christ," and he was a Christian; and the name of his mother

was THEODO SI A, and she was a worshipper of idols. When his

father died his mother took him, and [fol. 114^^ 3] carrying

with her much money and gifts, she departed to the city of

Antioch; and she gave the money to Diocletian, and pre-

sented her son, this saint, to him, and asked him to make him •

a governor; andDiocLETiAN took the money, and made her

son governor of the city of Alexandria. And then he commanded

him to torture the Christians, and he wrote an order to do so,

and placed it in his hand. And when the saint had gone a little

way from the city of Antioch, there came to him a terrifying

voice from heaven, calling him by his name, and saying unto

him, "If thou doest as diocletian commanded thee, thou

thyself Shalt die an evil death, if thou darest to transgress the

command which I have given thee." And 'abrokonyos

(pROCOPius) said unto Him, "Who art thou, O my Lord? I

beseech Thee to shew me Thyself." And straightway there

appeared unto him a cross of light, and he heard a voice which

said unto him, "I am Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God,

Who was crucified in Jerusalem." And when he heard this

voice he was afraid, and trembled exceedingly, and he turned

aside to the city of bisan; and having made a cross of gold,

they went to the city of Alexandria. And as they were going

along, the pagan balaw (?) and his men rose up against him,

and wanted to kiU him, but he resisted them strongly by the

might of the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, and conquered

them. And his mother said unto him, "O my son, offer up

sacrifice to the gods who helped thee in the fight, and delivered

thee." And the saint answered and said unto her, "I will

sacrifice only to my Lord Jesus Christ, Who helped me by the

life-giving Cross." And when his mother [fol. 115 a i] heard

these words she sent and informed the Emperor diocletian

that her son 'abrokonyos (procopius) had become a

Christian. And diocletian sent to the governor of Caesarea,

and ordered him to enquire concerning 'abr6k6ny6s (pro-

copius) and to torture him. And when the governor had this

saint brought before him, and 'abr6k6ny6s (procopius)

confessed our Lord Jesus Christ before him, he beat him so

f
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severely that he well-nigh died, and then he cast him into

prison. And after this our Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto

him that night with great light, and with Him were shining

angels, and He embraced the saint and released him from his

bonds, and He touched his body with His divine hand, and the

saint was healed of all his wounds straightway. And on the

following day the governor asked for news about the saint,

whether he was dead or alive; now he thought that the saint

was dead. And when he found that he was whole, and uninjured,

he had him brought to the house of idols, where he used to go

and pray ; and when the saint came, and the governor saw that

he was whole and uninjured, he marvelled exceedingly. And
when the people who were there saw him, they marvelled exceed-

ingly, and they all cried out, saying, "We are Christians openly,

and we believe on the God of 'abrokonyos (procopius)";

and among them were two noblemen and twelve women, and

THEODOSiA, [the mother] of Saint 'abr6k6ny6s (proco-

pius). And the governor commanded the soldiers to cut off

their heads with the sword, and they did so, and the saints

received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens

on the sixth day of the month of Hamle. Then the governor

shut the saint [fol. 115 a 2] up in prison until he could determine

what to do with him, and the saint remained in prison for three

days. Then they brought him out, and the governor said unto

him, "Behold, I have waited three days for thy heart to turn,

and thy soul to learn; offer up sacrifices to the gods." And the

saint answered and said unto him, " Nay, O governor, my heart

will not turn. Behold, I know, and am well assured, that our

Lord Jesus Christ is the Great God alone. And these idols

which are made out of stone and wood by the hand of man,
are graven images which can neither injure [men] nor benefit

them." Thereupon the governor was wroth, and he commanded
the soldiers to cut his sides with swords. And the swordsman,
whose name was archelaus, stretched out his hand to cut

the sides of the saint with his sword, whereupon his hand dried

up, and he fell down and died. And the governor was wroth,

and he commanded them to throw him down on the ground,

and they threw the saint on the ground, and then they beat

BBSIV 71



iii6 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

him severely, and gashed his body with knives, and poured

vinegar on his wounds, and dragged him by his feet to the

prison house, and cast him into it. And he remained in the

prison house three days [whilst] the governor pondered what he

should do with him. And after this they took him out of prison,

and threw him into a pit which was filled with fire; but our

Lord Jesus Christ delivered him therefrom, and the fire did

not touch him at all. And when the governor was tired of

torturing him, he commanded the soldiers to cut off his head

with the sword, [and they did so,] and he received the crown of

martyrdom [fol. 115^3] and departed to joy everlasting.

Salutation to 'abrokonyos (procopius).

And on this day also are commemorated Abba macarius
the Great, and ammonius (menyos) the martyr.

XV. HAMLfe

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD ,

On this day died Saint Abba ephraim, the Syrian. This

saint was a man from the city of kawAkebet, and his father

was a priest of idols, and hated the worship of our Lord Jesus

Christ. And at that time Abba ephraim departed to Saint

Abba JACOB, Bishop of nisi bis, who admonished him, and

taught him, and baptized him with Christian baptism; and he

lived with him and fought a fight greater than that [usually]

fought by men in his days ; and he fasted frequently and prayed

without ceasing. And the grace of the Holy Spirit descended

upon him, and he disputed with the people, and overcame them

in argument. And when the Council of the father Bishops,

[fol. 115 6 i] Three Hundred and Eighteen in number, assembled

in the city of Nicea, this saint went with his teacher Abba
JACOB to the Council of the Saints, and overcame arius the

infidel. That night Abba ephraim saw a pillar of light standing

upon the earth, and it reached up to heaven, and when he saw

it he marvelled. And a voice came to him from heaven, saying.
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"This pillar of light which thou seest is the blessed basil.

Bishop of the city of Caesarea" ; and he longed to see him. And

Abba EPHRAIM departed to the city of Caesarea, and went into

the church, and stood in a comer of it. And he saw Saint

BASIL, as he went up to the throne to read the Holy Gospel,

and he wore priestly vestments of gold, which were of great

price, and he was in doubt about him; and God shewed him a

white dove on the head of this Saint basil. And Saint basil

knew that Abba ephraim was standing in the comer of the

church, and he sent and called him by his name, and ephraim
went to him, and they saluted each other through an inter-

preter. And Abba ephraim asked Abba basil that they

might talk together without an interpreter, and the grace of

the Holy Spirit descended upon them, and each knew the

language of the other. And then basil made Abba ephraim
a deacon, and after a few days he was made a priest, and many
virtues appeared in him; and he fought a great fight. And at

that time [fol. 115 6 2] there was a certain honourable woman
of high rank who was ashamed to confess her sin openly to

Saint basil; and she wrote on paper a confession of all the

sins which she had committed from her youth up to that day;

and there remained one sin only which she did not set down in

what she had written. And then she brought the paper to

Saint BASIL, and she asked him before the people, saying, "I

am a sinful woman. And behold, I have written all my sins on
this paper, and I ask thee to remit them so that they may be

blotted out from this paper, it remaining sealed.'* And he took

the paper, and prayed for her, and the paper became blank in

every place, and all her sins were blotted out with the exception

of the one sin which was a very grievous one; and when she

saw it she wept, and entreated him to remit to her the one sin

which remained. And he said imto her, ''Go thou to the desert,

to Abba ephraim, and he shall remit to thee this one re-

maining sin." And straightway she went to Abba ephraim,
and told him what had befallen her, and he said imto her, "Get
thee quickly to Abba basil before his departure from this

world, for he is the chief-priest, and he must remit to thee thy
sin." And the woman returned to Abba basil, and she found
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that he had died whilst they were carrying him in his bed on the

heads of the priests. And she wept and laid the paper on the

body of Abba basil, so that he might blot out for her the sin

which remained on the paper; [fol. 115 6 3] and the saint blotted

it out by his prayer. And Abba ephraim performed many

miracles. And in his days there appeared a certain wicked

denier [of Christ] whose name was walda didan, and this

father disputed with him, and overcame him; and this father

composed very many Homilies, and it is found written in the

books that the number of the works which he composed by the

Holy Spirit was one thousand four hundred Homilies and

Admonitions. And Abba ephraim asked God, the Most High,

saying, "O my Lord, take from me the waves of Thy grace."

And having finished his good fight, he departed to God, Whom
he loved. Salutation to ephraim.

And on this day also are commemorated Abba kharay6n
of 'amsal, and FERt-MENAXOS, and five and forty martjnrs,

and the martyrdom of cyriacus, (as it is written in the

Synaxarium of MfeSR), and frumentius the monk and fighter,

the pure man and worker of many miracles.

And on this day also peter and paul performed a miracle

in the city of Rome. And it came to pass, after the departure

of [fol. 116a i] our holy Lady the two-fold Virgin mary, the

God-bearer, that [the cloud] took them up and set them down

in the royal palace; and when the king saw them he was

frightened and said unto them, "What are ye and what is your

business?" And they said unto him, "We are the servants of

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, Who destroyeth all

kingdoms, and is able to deliver those who hear Him, and to

punish those who hear Him not." And the king said unto them,

*'How is it possible for me to know whether your words are

true [or not]?" And then they told him about all the signs

and wonders which our Lord Jesus Christ had wrought. And

the king said unto them, " I have a daughter whose right eye

a bird plucked out, and if ye heal her by your prayers I will

beheve in your God." And peter and paul said unto the
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king
" Bring thy daughter to us? " And straightway he brought

her in haste. And the holy apostles lifted up their hands, and

prayed much to God, and then they laid their hands upon her

eyes, and healed her in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

And'when the people saw this they bowed down at the feet of

the holy apostles and believed. And thence the holy apostles

departed to the country of Phnippi(?), even as our Lord Jesus

Christ commanded them. And Satan took the form of the king

of 'end6n (?), and he came to prAgmos, foUowed by a few

soldiers, and he said unto him, "Why dost thou keep sUence

concerning the two magicians who, if we do not destroy them

without [mercy], wUl speedily corrupt the country [fol. 116a 2]

with their magic? " And the heart of prAgm6s was persuaded,

and he sent to him one thousand two hundred horsemen to

bring the holy apostles to him, and they surrounded the city,

and the men of the city were frightened, and they told the holy

apostles. And the holy apostles went out of the city and stood

up before the people, and prayed to God to send them help.

And straightway the horses of the soldiers turned and faced the

holy apostles, and they cried out in a thin voice like that of one

who weepeth, ''Make straight your feet, and kneel down on

your knees." And one of the horses lifted up his voice, which

was like that of a man, and said unto the soldiers, "O ye foolish

soldiers of prAgm6s, why do ye seek peter and paul, the

soldiers of Christ, and make them out to be magicians? They

have only come to destroy the soldiers, and all the work of

Diabolus. Do ye not see them with their King Jesus Christ,

riding upon white horses, and making supplication on your

behalf, that ye may become soldiers of Christ, and that they

may write your names in the Book of Life? As for us beasts we

will worship your God"; and having thus spoken the horse

held his peace. And a voice was heard which said, ''O apostles,

neglect ye not my new plants"; and when all the people lifted

up their eyes they saw our Lord going up into heaven in great

glory. And when the twelve hundred soldiers saw this, they

believed on our Lord Jesus Christ, and they submitted them-

selves to the holy apostles, [fol. 116 a 3] And the holy apostles

commanded them to abandon their military service, and to
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give back their horses to their king, and their weapons of war,
and to believe boldly on our Lord Jesus Christ. And the soldiers

went toPRAcMds their king, and stood up before him, and he
said unto them, "Where are the two magicians whom I sent

you to bring? " And they said irnto him, "Why dost thou seek

to do evil in return for the good which they did thee in bestowing
light upon thy daughter? " And then they unloosed their breast

plates and girdles, and threw them in his face, saying, "Take
thy property. We will find a better king than thyself. We
believe on the God of peter and paul.'* When the king
heard [these words] he was dismayed, and he became furiously

angry, ^and he commanded his soldiers to cast them into prison

imtil he could kill them. And then he prepared to set out
himself, and he made ready his weapons of war, and he com-
manded another fourteen hundred soldiers who were with him
to set out for PiLPOS (sic), and to destroy the city down to its

very foundations. And Saint peter knew of this in his spirit,

and he said unto Saint paul, "O my brother, rise up and let

us go to King prAgmos before he cometh to destroy the city."

Then they prayed a prayer, and mounted upon a cloud, and it

[carried them away] and set them down in the royal- palace.

And they stood up before pragm6s, and said unto him, "Do
not destroy the city, and make us the pretext for doing so;

behold, we are before thee"; and the king commanded his

soldiers to return. And he said unto the holy [fol. 1166 i]

apostles, "Are ye the magicians who have bewitched the city?
"

And they said unto him, "Far be it from us [to do] this." And
the king said imto them, "Your sins have brought this upon
you." And he commanded his servants to make two iron
helmets with iron pegs in them, and to fill them with poisons
(or, drugs), and to heat them in the fire, and to put them on
the heads of the holy apostles, and then to hang them up head
downwards; and the soldiers did this to them. Then Samt
peter prayed, and said, "O Lord my God, make Thy glory
to appear on prAgmos." And straightway prAgm6s and
all his people were hung up head downwards in the air, and at
that moment prAgmos cried out, saying, "O my Lord, deHver
me from this torture. Cursed be the King of 'end6n, for it
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is he who hath led me into error, and cursed be every man who

speaketh against them." And Saint peter said unto him,

"Thou shalt not come down from thy hanging untU thou dost

give the command to thy soldiers to release the soldiers who are

m prison." And prAgm6s cried out to l6y, his daughter,

and commanded her to release them, and she released them, for

she was the only person who was left unhung. And Saint

PETER said unto him, "And now, thou shalt not come down

from thy hanging imless thou wilt write a statement with thine

own hand, saying, 'There is no other god except my Lord Jesus

Christ, the King of all the world, and on all the earth there is

no being so unclean as myself; and thou shalt command it

to be proclaimed in the city." And the king cried out, and they

brought to him paper and a pen, and he wrote these words

whilst he was hanging head downwards ; and he sent the writing

[fol. 116 6 2] to the city, and the people read it there. And

straightway the holy apostles took down prAgm6s and his

followers. And the king came and bowed down at the feet of

the holy apostles, and said unto them, "Forgive me, O my
lords, I believe on your God." And all the people fell down at

their feet saying the same thing, and the apostles baptized

them all in the Name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy

Spirit ; and they also baptized the soldiers, and thus they were

all united in the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. And the

apostles built for them a church, and appointed priests and

deacons from among their learned men, and they taught them

the True Faith. And they remained with them, teaching them

to understand every difficult matter, and they gave them all

the Holy Scriptures whereby they might strengthen their

hearts. And they said imto them, "Be ye strong in your faith

which we have taught you until we return to you." And after

this they gave them the salutation of "Peace," and departed

to the city of piLPfeSYUS (philippi ?). Salutation to peter
and to PAUL.
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XVI. HAMLfe

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day [fol. ii6b 3] died JOHN of the "Gospel of Gold."

This saint was from the city of Rome. His father was a rich

man and his name was trAbius, and the name of his mother
was BfeDERA. And Saint john was with a teacher learning

the Holy Scriptures, and he asked his father to make him a

Gospel of gold, and he made one as his son wished; and Saint

JOHN read in it always, and his father rejoiced when he read

in it. And in those days there came a certain monk unto them,

and he dwelt with them ; now he was on his way to Jerusalem.

And that monk held converse with Saint john, and he praised

in his presence the garb of the monastic life, and at length

JOHN rejected this world which became in his sight as nothing,

and he longed for the life of the monk. And that monk went
on to Jerusalem, and then came back, and he took up his abode
in the house of trabius, according to custom. And Saint

JOHN asked him to take him with him to his monastery, and
the monk said, "I am afraid of thy father, and I cannot possibly

take thee on my own responsibility." Then Saint john asked
him, and made him swear that he would take him, and he helped
him to escape and took him with him; and they travelled on
the sea (or, river), and embarked in a ship, and they went on
until they arrived at the monastery wherein the monk lived.

And when the abbot of the monastery saw him, he marvelled
at his appearance and at his manner of speech, and JOHN
asked the abbot to array him in the garb of the monastic life.

And the abbot said imto him, "O my son, know thou that the
path of the ascetic life is very difficult." And john bowed
before him again, and asked the abbot [fol. 117 a i] to make
him a monk. And john having urged him, the abbot shaved
his head, and arrayed him in the holy garb of the monastic
life. And john devoted himself to the ascetic life, and he
fought many fights, and he fasted very long fasts, until his

body dried up, and by reason of his excessive fasting, and prayer.
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and prostrations, and ceaseless vigils, his bones appeared from

under his skin. And the abbot comforted him, and said unto

him, "O my son, have pity on thyself, reduce thy toil and be

kind to thyself, even as all the brethren [are to themselves]."

And when he had been fighting a great fight for seven years,

he saw in a vision as if one said imto him, ''Depart to thy

parents, so that thou mayest be blessed by them before thy

death." And when this had been said unto him, he saw the

vision thrice, and he informed the abbot of what he had seen.

And the abbot said unto him, ''This vision is from God and it

is meet for thee to depart." And when he went out from the

monastery he found a monk who was wearing ragged garments,

and he took them from him, and gave him his own monk's garb.

When he arrived at his father's house, he took up his abode in

his father's courtyard, and he lived there for seven years, in a

small hut, and ate the fragments from his father's table which

the servants threw to him. And when his mother passed by his

foetid smell, which was exceedingly nauseous, [reached her].

And when the time of his death drew nigh, the angel of God

made it known unto him, saying, "After three days thou shalt

depart from this world." And Saint john sent and called his

mother, and told her quickly that he was her son. And when

she came to him to hear his request, he made her swear that

she would bury him in that [fol. 117 a 2] hut, and that she

would not change the rags which he was wearing. And after

this he gave her the Gospel of gold, and said unto her, "Read

this book continually and remember me." And when his father

came, she shewed him the Gospel of gold, and he recognized

it as the Gospel which he had made for his son john. And the

two of them, his father and his mother, rose up and came to

Saint JOHN, and asked him questions about that Gospel, and

about their son. And he said unto them, " Swear ye to me that

ye will not bury me in anything except the rags which I have

worn as clothes in this hut"; and then, forthwith, he said unto

them, "I am your son john," and they wept with a great

weeping. And the princes of the city of Rome gathered together

to them, and at the end of three days Saint john died. And
his mother brought out the splendid apparel which she had

,. -• -^„..ji.
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prepared in years gone by for her own marriage, and she

wrapped him up in them, and forgot her oath. Thereupon she

fell sick. And his father remembered her oath, and he stripped

off his son that rich apparel, and dressed him in his rags, and
buried him in that little hut, and from his body great healing

was obtained by everyone who was sick; and after this they

built in his name a beautiful church, and laid his body in it,

and many miracles took place there. Salutation to JOHN of

the Gospel of gold.

Salutation toSHARDA hawAryAt, who had the harmless-

ness of the dove, and the cimning of the serpent.

XVII. HAMLfe

[fol. 117^3] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day, the seventeenth day of the month of Hamle,
JONAH went forth from the belly of the whale.

On this day the holy and righteous woman euphemia
became a martyr. One of the governors of diocletian,
whose name was barsiros, tortured this saint. He was
passing down the road, and there were with him certain holy
men with iron chains round their necks, and his soldiers were
dragging them along Uke dogs. And when this saint saw him,
her heart waxed hot, because of her love of God, and she was
sorry for the men. And she cursed the Emperor diocletian
and his unclean idols, and she also cursed that governor, saying,

"O thou whose heart is like a stone, and who art merciless,

wilt thou not have compassion on these holy men? Art thou
not afraid that their God will destroy thee?" When diocle-
tian heard of this he commanded his soldiers to fetch her, and
he questioned her about her Faith, and she denied not, but
confessed before him that she was a Christian, [fol. 117 6 i]

And he tortured her severely with every kind of torture, with
beatings, and with fire, and with hanging, and after this he
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threw her mto a red-hot furnace, but no injury whatsoever

came to her through these tortures. Thereupon she stood up

before all the people, and she prayed, and made the sign of the

Cross over all the people, and she delivered up her soul into the

hand of God. Salutation to euphemia.

And on this day also are commemorated Abba BtD^L the

martyr, and zacharias the priest, and aulenius, and

mArAt the bishop, and Isidore, and Ayna sahay, and

N^RON (NiRds?) the martyr, and gIdA, and 'awA, and aa

(SA ?), and also the finding of the bones of Justus, the martyr.

And on this day took place the death of the glorious and

exalted father, the man of fair remembrance, whose deeds

were excellent, Abba Andreas, Archimandrite of the great

city DABRA libAnos. [fol. 11762] This blessed man was

reared from his childhood on the milk of wisdom, and he grew

up in knowledge, and he assumed the garb of the monastic life

under the direction of 'Abuna Abba JOHN kamA. And having

walked well, and fought a very great spiritual fight, he was set

upon the throne of 'Abuna Abba takla haymAn6t; and in

the number of the learned fathers he was the eighth. And when

the day drew nigh wherein he must depart from this world,

at the end his death took place with violence, so that his

soul might be great before God. And many of [his] saymgs are

written in the book of his strife which is read on the seventeenth

day of the month of Hamle. Salutation to Andreas. [This

section is omitted in the Bodleian MS.]

XVIII. HAMLfe

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day james the apostle and martyr became Bishop

of the city of Jerusalem. This saint was the son of Joseph
the carpenter, and he was the youngest of his sons ; and he was

a virgin, and chaste, and was called the "brother of our Lord"
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because he was brought up with our Lord when He was in the

house of JOSEPH, even as Joseph was called his father. And
the holy apostles made him Bishop of the city of Jerusalem,

and he preached and taught in the Name of our Lord Jesus

Christ, [fol. 117 6 3] And he converted many to the True Faith,

and baptized them with Christian baptism, and God performed
great signs and wonders by his hands, among them being the

foUdwing: There was a certain man from the countries, and the

apostle found him on the road and wished to go into his house,

and on the road he discovered that this man was possessed of a
devil. And when the Satan saw Saint james, the apostle, he

cried out and said, "What have I to do with thee, O Apostle

of Christ? Hast thou come hither to destroy me?" And the

holy apostle said unto him, " Stop thy mouth, O thou unclean

spirit, and go forth from this man"; and because of this the

Satan went forth from that man in the form of fire. When the

old man saw this wonderful thing he fell down at the feet of

Saint JAMES the apostle and said, ''I am unworthy that thou
shouldst enter my house, but tell me what I must do, so that

I, and all the men of my house, may be saved? '* And the holy

apostle praised [God] because of that man, and he said, "In
the Name of my Lord Jesus Christ I thank Thee, O Chief, that

Thou hast made prosperous my way." And he turned to the

man and spake to him the words of his salvation, and he
taught him the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. And the old

man brought him into his house, and all the men of his house
gathered together, and the apostle taught them the Faith, and
he baptized them in the Name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Ghost ; and he made them heirs in the Holy Mysteries,

the Body of oiu" Lord, and His honourable Blood. And when
the people heard this they brought imto him every person who
was sick, and he healed them all. And he appointed over them
priests and [fol. 118 a i] deacons, and he made the old man their

bishop, and he gave them the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ;

and then he went forth to travel through the countries. And
there was a certain woman who was barren, and she asked him
to entreat God on her behalf, so that He might give her a son.

And he prayed over her, and she conceived and brought forth
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a son, and she called his name james. And one day a great

many Jews were gathered together about him, and they asked

him to tell them about Jesus, and who He was, and they

imagined that he would tell them that Jesus was his brother.

And Saint james went up upon a throne, and began to explain

to them the Godhead of our Lord Jesus Christ, and he told them

that He was equal with God the Father. When they heard this

they were wroth with him, and they dragged him down off the

throne and beat him very severely. And a certain man of their

number came with a wooden bar wherewith clothes were

washed, and he beat the apostle on his head, and he delivered

up his soul. And it is written concerning this saint that he

never drank wine, that he never ate any flesh whatsoever

wherein was its blood, that a razor never went up on his head,

that he never washed in the [public] bath, that he never wore

clothes, but always wore a linen loin-cloth, and that he stood up

so long, and made so many prostrations, that his feet and knees,

and hands became swelled. When he died they buried him by
the side of the Sanctuary, [fol. ii8a 2] Salutation to james.

And on this day also the blessed athanasius, of the country

of CLYSMA, became a martyr in the days of Diocletian
and MAXiMiANUS. This blessed man was a kinsman of kings,

and he was strong in the Faith of Christ. And when these

wicked emperors commanded the people to worship idols,

they appointed this athanasius to be governor of the land

of Egypt, and ordered him to destroy the churches. And when
he arrived he went to the Archbishop, Abba peter the mart}^:,

and received his blessing, and told him that he was a Christian,

and he rejoiced in him. When the emperor heard of this he

sent an officer to seize athanasius, and to enquire into his

doings. And when the officer came he said unto him, "Why
didst thou forsake the love of the gods?" And athanasius
said unto him, "From my youth up I have been a lover of

Christ, and I have not forsaken my Faith." And the officer

said unto him, "If thou dost not turn from thy Faith thou wilt

be tortured. Dost thou not know that all those who transgress

the command of the emperor receive severe beatings and are
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tortured with cruel severity?" And Saint athanasius said

unto him, "O fooHsh man, wait a Httle until thou seest the

pimishment that is for ever which shall come upon thee, and

upon thy emperor, and upon thy father Satan, the Enemy of

God." When the officer heard this he was exceedingly wroth,

and he commanded his soldiers to cut off his head with the

sword. And when [fol. iiSa 3] Saint athanasius heard this,

he prayed to God that He would give his soul rest with His saints,

and that He would remove tribulation and persecution from

the Church, and that He would make strong the Empire of

Rome, and the kingdom of 'aksum. And when he had finished

his prayer, he knelt down on his knees, and a soldier cut off

his head with the sword, and miracles without number took

place through his body. Salutation to athanasius.

And on this day also are commemorated 'edronA ('en-

d6ran), and tobia, and nine thousand soldiers of Antioch of

the company of Isidore, and andronicus, the governor,

and his army.

XIX. HAMLi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day the saints of the city of 'esnA became martyrs,

and the cause of their martyrdom was this: arianus, the

governor, came to the city of 'esna thrice. The first time he

killed the holy woman dilAj (?) and her four sons, whose

names were sares, and kharmAn, and yAnufA, and

sentSnita, and they finished their testimony on the seventh

day of Genbot. The second time [fol. 118 6 i] he killed four

nobles whose names were eusaphius, and tAmAn, and

harwAg, and bacchus; and their martyrdoms took place

on the seventh day of the month of Sane. The third time he

killed an old w^oman, who was l5^g on her bed inside her house.

And the soldiers of arianus asked that old woman about the

holy martyrs of the city of 'esnA, and she said unto them.
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" Behold they are in the monastery which is called by the name

of agathon; for they heard of the arrival of arianus the

governor, and they knew that he would kill the Christians, and

persecute them." And after this the governor commanded his

soldiers to kill everyone they found, and they ceased not to

kill everyone they found, from the western [quarter] of the

city which is called "sekyot karIm " And they found

many people on the road, and they slew them until they came

to the monastery of the glorious father who is called
" Isaac

the solitary." And at that time this good shepherd, who was

called ammonius, gave them strength, and he comforted them

and said unto them, "Be strong and endure so that ye may
enter into the kingdom of heaven." And whilst he was exhorting

them thus, the governor came to them, and when they saw

him they all cried out with one voice, sa5dng, "We are Chris-

tians." And the governor commanded the soldiers to kill them

with the sword like sheep, and his soldiers rose up and rushed

upon them with swords and killed them. And the men of the

cities of Alexandria and 'esnA, from the least of them to the

greatest, both men and women, finished their good fight, on

the nineteenth day of the month of Hamle; and the armies of

the angels [fol. 118 6 2] received their souls, and crowned them

with crowns of light. And the governor went to the city of

aswAn, and then returned to the city of 'esnA, where he

found three labourers coming from the fields and carrying the

implements of their toil with them. As soon as they saw him
they cried out boldly, saying, "We are Christians"; and when
the governor heard this he commanded his soldiers to cut off

their heads with the implements of their toil. Now their names
were surufAs, and antichius, and mashadre, and they

finished their martyrdom on the eleventh day of the month of

Maskaram. And the governor bound in fetters this glorious

father Abba ammonius, the bishop, and he urged him to

sacrifice to idols, and when he refused to do so he commanded
the soldiers to cast him into the fire, and they did so, and he

finished his martyrdom on the fourteenth day of the month of

Takhshash. And certain believing men took him and wrapped
him in cloths, and buried him in the place which is called
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BfeT-HAPES; and when the days of persecution were ended

they built a church over him, and they consecrated it in his

name. Salutation to the martyrs of 'esna.

And on this day also Saint cyriacus (quiricus?) and

JULITTA his mother became martyrs. When this saint was a

child, and his days [fol. 11863] were three years, his mother

took him and fled from the country of Rome to another coimtry.

And she found there the brother of the governor from whom
she had fled, and certain men laid information against her

before him, and he had her brought and questioned her about

the worship of idols. And Saint julitta answered and said

imto him, "Ask the child whose days are three years to tell us

what is right, and whether it is good for us to worship the gods

or not." And when the soldiers of the governor went to her

house they foimd Saint cyriacus (quiricus ?) her son, and

they brought him to the governor; and the governor questioned

him about the worship of idols. And God gave the child strength,

and he spake and cursed the emperor and his gods, and at

length he frightened all those who were there, and they mar-

velled greatly at him. And the governor was ashamed; and he

tortured the child severely with every kind of torture, the

which even a grown up man could not endure, and he tortured

JULITTA, the mother of the child, even as he tortured her son,

but God raised them up whole and uninjured. And because of

this many people marvelled, and believed on our Lord Jesus

Christ, and became martyrs, and the grace of the Holy Spirit

descended upon them. And the child cyriacus (quiricus ?)

healed many sick folk, and performed great miracles. And
when fear came over his mother, and her faith dwindled, he

prayed to God on her behalf, and God lifted up her heart unto

heaven, and she saw the habitation of the spirit, and she became

strong under the torture, and gave thanks to God. And she

said imto [fol. 119 a i] her son, "O my son, henceforward thou

art my father, and I am thy blessed daughter; blessed be the

hour wherein I bore thee.'' And when the governor was tired

of torturing them he commanded the soldiers to cut off their

heads with the sword, and they did so, and the saints received
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the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens.

Salutation to cyriacus (quiricus ?).

On this day the holy and honourable matlAn (or, batlan),

the physician, became a martyr. This saint was from a city,

the name of which is ta' madAn, and his father, whose name

was ASTURius, was an infidel, and his mother, whose name

was 'ulAnA, was a believer. When the child grew up, his

father taught him writing and every kind of learning (or,

philosophy), and he became a very great and famous physician.

And a certain man who was a priest lived near their house, and

when batlAn passed by, and he saw his comeliness and his

knowledge, and his wisdom and skill, and his imderstanding, he

was sorry for him, because he was a denier [of Christ]. And

the priest entreated our Lord Jesus Christ on behalf of batlAn,

that He might guide him into the way of life, and bring him

into the True Faith. And having multiplied his petitions to God

on behalf of batlAn, a time came when God told the priest in

a vision of the night that batlAn [fol. 119a 2] should believe

through him, and the priest rejoiced. And the priest always

spoke to batlAn whenever he passed before him, and saluted

him, and through this custom friendship grew up between

them; and batlAn used to go mto the priest's house to talk

with him about the Faith. And the priest explained to him the

imcleanness of idols, and the corruptness of heart of those who

worshipped them, and he shewed him the glory of the Faith of

Christ, and the knowledge and understanding of those who

serve Him; and then he made him to know that by the hands of

all those who beUeve in Christ our Lord miracles are wrought,

and great healings effected. And when Saint batlAn heard

that all those who believe in Christ could perform miracles, he

rejoiced exceedingly, and he longed to perform miracles for

himself, and he fulfilled his desire with wisdom and worked

miracles; for he believed in our Lord through that priest, who
taught him at all times. And one day Saint batlAn was

passing through the market-place of the city, and he saw a man
whom a serpent had bitten lying on the ground and the serpent

was standing up before him. And he said within himself, **I

B ESIV n
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will stand up that I may put to the test the words of the priest,

my teacher, who saith unto me, *If thou dost belong to our

Lord Jesus Christ, thou shalt work miracles in His Name/"
And he drew nigh unto the man whom the snake had bitten,

and he prayed a long prayer, and asked Christ to make manifest

His power and heal the man, and kill the serpent, so that it

might not do harm to any one else. And when he had finished

his prayer the man rose up alive and whole, and without pain,

[fol. 119^3] and the serpent fell down and died straightway.

And batlan's faith increased, and he went to the priest

who baptized him with Christian baptism, and he used to visit

him continually. One day a blind man came unto him that he

might heal him, and when the father of the saint saw him he

sent him away. And batlan questioned his father about this,

and he said unto him, *'Who was the man that was enquiring

for me? " And his father answered, and said unto him, " It was

a blind man, and thou canst not heal him." And the saint

answered and said imto his father, ''Thou shalt see [the power

of] God." And he called the blind man back, and said unto

him, " If thou canst see wilt thou believe in the God Who shcdl

heal thine eyes for thee?" And the blind man said uiito him,

"Yea, I will believe." And the saint prayed over him for a long

time, and then he laid his hand upon the eyes of the blind man,

and said unto him, "In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ

receive thy sight " ; and straightway the blind man's eyes were

opened. And when the father of the saint saw this he believed,

together with the man who was blind, on our Lord Jesus

Cluist, and batlan took them to the priest, his teacher, who
baptized them both with Christian baptism. And when the

father of the saint died, batlan set his slaves free, and gave the

greater part (?) of his money to the poor. And he practised

medicine, and healed men without payment, but he required

those whom he healed to believe on Christ. And the [other]

physicians were jealous of him, and they laid information against

him, and the priest, and the man who was blind, and many
other believers, before the king. And the king was wroth with

them, and he said imto them, "Sacrifice ye to the gods," [fol.

1196 i] but they refused to obey him, and the soldiers cut off
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their heads with the sword and they received crowns of martyr-

dom in the kingdom of the heavens. And after this the king

tortured Saint batlAn very severely, and many signs and

wonders appeared through him, and many men believed through

him, whilst he was imder torture, and became martyrs. And

the king was wroth with Saint batlan, and cast him to the

hons, but they would not injure him, and only hcked his feet

;

and the king commanded the soldiers to cut off his head with

the sword, and they did so, and thus he finished his fight, and

received the crown of martyrdom m the kingdom of the heavens.

Salutation to batlAn.

Salutation to isaac, the righteous man.

And on this day also are commemorated Abba batrabo,

and MACARius of falga halib, and moses of shokI.

* __ A
Salutation to abel, the son of takla haymanot

XX. HAMLt

[fol. II962] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day the holy and honourable theodore the Great,

the General, became a martyr. The name of the father of this

saint was " john " and he was a man from the city of sebt in

Upper Egypt, and the governor took the father of this saint

with his regiment and carried him to the city of Antioch. And

JOHN dwelt there, and married a certain noble lady of that

city who was a worshipper of idols, (now she did not know

whom her husband JOHN worshipped) and he begot by her

this Saint theodore. And when his mother wanted to present

him in the house of idols, and to teach him their worship, his

father would not let her do so; and because of this she was

angry with him, and drove him away from her, and the child

THEODORE was left with his mother. And his father JOHN
prayed, and entreated God to guide his son theodore into

72-a
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the path of righteousness. And Saint Theodore grew up,
and studied philosophy, and [other] learning, and Christ

illumined the eyes of his heart; and he went to a righteous
bishop, whose name was 'alAkI:s, who baptized him with
Christian baptism. And when his mother heard of this she
sorrowed with a great sorrow. And after this he made enquiries

concerning his father, as to whether he was alive or dead, and
one of his servants told him the matter concerning his father
privily, and how his mother had driven away his father, because
he was a Christian. And Saint Theodore [fol. 11963] grew
up, and was exceedingly strong in battle, and the king made
him a general. And when the king went forth to fight against
the men of Persia, this saint did valiantly, and he captured the
son of the King of Persia, who was on his horse, and all his

company with him. And after a few days the Barbarians rose
up against the country of Rome, and destroyed many cities.

And when the Emperor Diocletian heard of this he was
exceedingly afraid, and he summoned Theodore and said
unto him, "What shaU we do? Take with thee aU thy soldiers,

and all thy weapons of war, and set out for the war." And
Saint THEODORE answered and said unto him, ''Take thy
weapons of war and give them to thy slaves, for I have no need
of weapons of war, because my trust is in the help of my Lord
Jesus Christ. This spear which is in my hand and the horse
which I ride are profitable to me through the might of my
Lord Jesus Christ. I will set out alone for the war, and will not
take a soldier with me, for my God will go forth with me to the
war, and He, the Creator of the imiverse, will help me." And
the emperor said unto him, "Do what thou pleasest, but
behold, our enemies have drawn nigh." And on the following
day the saint went forth to war, and the emperor said unto
him, " What strength hast thou to fight against the Barbarians,
who are a people many in number? " And the saint answered
and said unto him, "Stand here with thy army, and I will go
out against them alone, and thou shalt see what shall come
upon them, and I beheve, [fol. 120 a i] by God, that not one
of them shall ever return to his house"; and the emperor
and all those who were with him marvelled. And then Saint
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THEODORE Went to the war by himself, and he left the emperor

and went a long way off from him, namely a distance of three

stadia And when Saint Theodore arrived at the city (camp?)

of the Barbarians, he said unto them, "Will ye fight, or will ye

depart in peace?" And they said unto him, "Who are we to

fight? We do not see any men to fight except thyself." And

THEODORE said unto them, "I want no one, for I by myself

in the might of my GodwUl destroyyou all." And the Barbarians

said unto him, " Peradventure thou hast come out to fight a

dog? If thou wilt select the least among us, he shall come to

thee, and fight thee." And straightway Saint THEODORE

came down from his horse, and turned his face towards the

East, and he prayed, saying, "O my Lord and God, Who didst

strengthen daniel the prophet, and enable him to destroy

the idols, and to kill the serpent in the city of Babylon, do

Thou be with me in the same manner this day, and strengthen

me by Thy help so that I may praise Thy Name for ever and

ever. Amen." And when he had finished his prayer he took his

spear in his hand, and made over it the sign of the Cross, and

he leaped upon his horse, and cried out to the Barbarians,

saying, "Come to me so that we may fight with you; I am the

servant of my Lord Jesus Christ." And straightway he charged

in among them with his spear in his hand, and he destroyed

all the Barbarians and not one of them escaped, [fol. 120 a 2]

either on his horse, or by running away on foot. And Saint

THEODORE cut off the heads of their officers and brought them

to the emperor with him, and the emperor and all his army

welcomed him ; and all the men of the city of Antioch bowed

down before him. And they laid waste all the coimtry of the

Barbarians. And there was in the city of'EUKiTOSa great

serpent which the people used to worship, and they gave it

each day two men to devour. And there was in that city a

certain woman who was a widow and a Christian, and she had

two sons, and the people took them and set them before the

serpent for it to devour them. And at that time Saint Theo-
dore came to the city of 'eukItSs, and the widow stood up

before him weeping, and she told him all that had befallen her,

and how they had taken her sons for the serpent. And when

ss^atuMiSsi
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he learned that the woman was a Christian he said within
himself, "They have wronged this woman, but God shall avenge
her." And he came down from his horse, and turned his face
towards the East and prayed, and after he had finished his
prayer he drew nigh the serpent ; and all the people were watch-
ing him from the tops of the walls of the city. Now the length
of the serpent was fourteen cubits, but God gave him power
over it, and he speared it with his spear and killed it, and
dehvered the sons of the widow. After this he departed into
Upper Egypt to search for his father, and he asked about him,
and they brought his father to him, and he knew by a certain
mark that Theodore was his son. And he lived with his
father until he died, and [fol. 120^3] then he returned to the
city of Antioch. And he foxmd that the Emperor Diocletian
was denying Christ, and worshipping idols, and was bringing
tribulation upon the Christian folk, who believed on the Name
of Christ

; and he stood up before him and confessed our Lord
^^st- Now the priests of the idols of the men of the city of
'eukitos had already laid information against him before
the emperor, saying, "The man who killed the serpent worships
[Christ]." And on the morrow the emperor sent, and had Theo-
dore brought before him, and he said unto him, "Why dost
thou do this evil thing?" And Saint Theodore answered
and said unto him, " Every evil work is from thee, O son of sin,
who hast forsaken the God of heaven, and dost worship un-
clean idols; God shaU destroy thy kingdom quickly." And
straightway the emperor was wroth, and he commanded a
hundred soldiers and they threw Theodore upon the ground,
and beat him with rods in relays. And they beat him and then
rested, and at length his flesh was cut into strips and his blood
flowed on the ground hke water. And whilst he was under this
torture Michael, the angel of God, came down and stood
before him, and said unto him, "Be strong, O Theodore,
behold the time of the hours of thy fight hath drawn nigh, and
many signs and wonders shall appear in the place where thy
body is laid. And behold, our Lord Jesus Christ promiseth
thee a righteous promise, and saith unto thee. 'All those who
shaU celebrate thy conmiemoration, or fill the hungry with
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food or give alms on the day of thy commemoration or give

drink [fol. 120 & I] to the thirsty, or shall give an offenng or

incense, or a book to the church in thy name, I will erase therr

sins from the roU, and they shall never see punishment. Who-

soever shall write a book of thy fight, or cause it to be read, or

shaU listen to it, or shall acquire it, I will write their names m
the Book of Life.' " And when the angel had said this he went

up to heaven in great glory. And straightway all the soldiers

of the emperor and all the people gathered together, and they

cried out and said unto him, "God shall destroy thee, O infidel,

hy the spirit of His mouth, and He shall do it in wrath because

thou dost torture Saint Theodore, the mighty and strong nian,

who hath delivered us out of the hand of our enemies. And

they believed on our Lord Jesus Christ, and on that day many

of the people and of the soldiers of the emperor became martyrs.

And after this diocletian, the infidel, commanded the

soldiers and they brought an iron bed and laid the saint upon

it, and lighted a fire beneath it, and the flames of the fire soared

upwards. And Saint theodore said, "O my Lord, deliver

Thou me as Thou didst deliver the Three Children from the

fiery furnace"; and straightway the fire was extinguished, and

it became cold as dew at the time of dawn. And there came a

voice from heaven, saying, "O thou to whom power hath been

given by our Lord Christ, be strong 1 " And straightway the

saint stood up before the emperor and said unto him, *' O infidel,

be ashamed, for our Lord Jesus Christ hath delivered me from

all torture." And when [fol. 1206 2] the general of the emperor

saw this he believed in our Lord Christ, and he cried out with

a loud voice, saying, "There is no god but the God of Saint

THEODORE"; and he became a martyr. And when the em-

peror was tired of torturing him, he commanded the soldiers to

cut off his head with the sword, and to bum his body in the

fire, and by the Will of God they carried him to the door of his

mother's house, and there they cut off his head, and blood and

milk flowed out. And they lighted a large fire, and cast his

body into it, but the fire neither touched it nor burnt a hair of

his head. And his mother gave much money to the soldiers,

and took his body and wrapped it up in rich cloths, and hid
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it in her house until the end of the days of persecution. And
they built for him a church and many monasteries, and they
laid his body in the monastery of his father's city sebt in
Upper Egypt, and many signs and wonders and great healings
took place through it. The end of his martyrdom took place on
the twentieth day of the month of Hamle, and he received the
crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. Salutation
to THEODORE.

Salutation to the purification of hannA, the mother of mar y.

[fol. 12063] And on this day also are commemorated Saint
THEOCYTUS, and Saint timothy, Archbishop of Alexandria,
and MOSES, and julitta, and the four hundred and forty
martyrs who were with cyriacus.

Salutation to gabra iyasus and to thekla.

XXI. HAMLt

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is celebrated a festival in honour of our Lady,
Saint MARY the Virgin, the God-bearer. Salutation to thee O
MARY.

[fol. 121^1] And on this day also died Saint susenius,
the eunuch. This saint was one of the officers of the Emperor
THEODOSius, and grace and wisdom were upon him, and his
compassion was great, and his acquaintance could be made by
all men. He visited all those who were sick, and comforted them,
and he enquired into their tribulations and helped them. And
when one hundred bishops assembled for the Second Council of
Ephesus because ofNESTORius, Abba cyril. Archbishop of
the city of Alexandria, came, and this saint ministered unto
hun and aU his bishops, and provided for them. At that time
he fell sick of a grievous sickness, and he saw a vision as it were
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of some one calling him to the Great Marriage Feast, and he

told Saint Abba cyril what he had seen. And Abba cyril

said unto him,
'' Dost thou wish me to ask my Lord Jesus Christ

to heal thee of thy sickness? " And he answered and said unto

him, ''Yea, until I can give my possessions to the poor." And

Abba CYRIL prayed for him, and he recovered from his sickness,

and he rose up and gave all his possessions to the poor and

needy, and then he lay down and died in peace. And Saint

Abba CYRIL prayed over him, and he prepared him for burial,

and buried him, and commanded the people to celebrate a

festival of commemoration on the day of his death, which is

the twenty-first day of the month of Hamle. Salutation to

SUSENIUS.

[fol. I2ia 2] Salutation to the birth of eustathius.

And on this day also died the blessed lawa-kr£stos.

This saint was a man in the world, and when he married a wife

he lived with her in virginity, and served God with fasting,

and with prayer; and at night time they put on sackcloth, and

each slept alone. In the day time he used to go about in the

desert watching sheep, and she used to prepare a table for

strangers and pilgrims; and in the evening he washed their

feet, and she ministered to them at table and brought their

food. And then they asked God to reveal to certain perfect

monks what manner of work theirs was, and a voice came unto

them from heaven, saying, [to the monks] ''Your fight hath

not been as great as that of lawa-kr£st6s and his wife."

And when those monks had gone to them, they enquired into

their works, and with great difficulty the saints told them ;
and

the monks departed wondering. And leading this Ufe of fighting

LAWA-KRESTOS and his wife died. Salutation to lawa-
kr£st6s and his wife.

[fol. 121^3] And on this day is celebrated also the festival

of the angel uriel, and on this day also are commemorated

the Abuna basalota mikA^l, and '6y6rAn6s (or, yor-

An6s), the officer who was present when our Lord was pierced
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with a spear on the Cross. Salutation to Uriel. Salutation
to BASALOTA MIKAtL.

XXII. HAMLt

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint macarius, the son of Saint basilides,
the general and martyr, became a martyr. When information
had been laid before diocletian that this saint would not
worship idols, the emperor wrote and ordered the governor to
send him to the city of Alexandria. And macarius embraced
his parents, and commanded them to take care of the poor
and the needy, and went forth with the letter of the emperor.
And our Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto him in a vision and
gave him strength to endure, and He informed him what should
happen unto him. And when he arrived [fol. 121b i] in the city
of Alexandria, and stood up before hermanus (romanus?)
the governor, hermanus (romanus?) knew that he was
the son of basilides the general, and he persuaded him
earnestly, and besought him to turn from his counsel; but he
would neither submit, nor turn from his good counsel, and the
governor tortured him severely, with divers kinds of tortures.
And whilst macarius was undergoing torture his soul (or,
mind) was caught up, and God shewed him the habitation of
the saints, and the habitation of his father and brother. And
after this the governor sent him to the city of nikyos, and
there the governor tortured him severely. And they cut out
his tongue, and hacked off his arms, and they thrust red-hot
iron goads into his sides; but God gave him the strength to
endure this, and He raised him up whole and uninjured. And
God performed many signs and wonders by his hands, and
among them are the following : Certain men passed before him
carrying a dead man whom they were going to bury, and whilst
aU the people were watching him Saint macarius made
entreaty to our Lord Jesus Christ on behalf of the dead man,
and prayed Him to make manifest His praise on him; and then
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he prayed and the dead man rose up and told the people what

he had seen. And he said unto them, ^' Chnst is the Lord of the

Universe,'' and when they heard this many of the people

believed on our Lord Jesus Christ; and the soldiers cut off their

heads with the sword, and they received the crown of martyr-

dom Now arianus, the governor of antino£, dwelt there,

and when he returned he took Saint macarius with him.

And rfol 121b 2] when they arrived at the city of setnuf the

ship stood still (i.e. ran aground), and could not be moved;

and when they arrived at the city of antinoe our Lord

appeared unto Saint macarius in a vision and said unto him,

-In this place thy fight shaQ finish, and in it shall thy body

lie
" And the governor commanded the soldiers to put Saint

macarius upon the rack, and they did so, and then they cut

off his head, and he finished his fight, and received the crown

of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. And when

CONSTANTINE reigned there was appointed by him a governor,

whose name wasEULOGius, a believer, and he commanded

them to open the churches, and to build up those that were

ruined, and to destroy the houses of idols. And Saint macarius

appeared unto him in the night and informed him concern-

ing the place wherein was his body. Then eulogius rose up,

and came to that place, and found the body of the saint
;
and

he took it away from there, and they built a church for it and

laid it therein, and great signs and miracles took place through

it. Salutation to MACARIUS.

And on this day also the holy and honourable leontius

became a martyr. This saint became a Christian through his

father, who was a soldier in the army of the infidel emperor,

and wasa man of the city [fol. 121b 3] of trAblos (Tripoli ?).

He was exceedingly goodly in appearance, and was perfect in

his fight, and he read the Divine Books continually, and learned

many of them by heart, especially the Psalms of david which

he used to recite frequently, and for this reason he knew them

by heart. He admonished his fellow-soldiers constantly, and

he taught them the fear of God, and he encouraged them and

said unto them, ''Waste not your years in the service of idols."
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And there were some who submitted to his words, and turned
away from their infideHty, and forsook their error, and the
unclean iniquity wherein they had been Hving hitherto; and
there were others into whom Satan entered, and they went to
their general, and said unto him, "leontius holdeth idols in
contempt, and he teacheth and saith that Christ is God, the
Creator of the heavens and the earth, and of all that is therein

"

And the governor had leontius brought, and he questioned
hrni concemmg this matter, and leontius confessed our
Lord Jesus Christ before the governor, even as paul the
apostle saith, ''Who shaU separate me from the love of Christmy God, Whom I have served, and worshipped, from my
youth up?" (Romans viii, 35). And the governor was wroth
and commanded the soldiers to bind him hand and foot, and
cast him mto the prison house; and they did even as the
governor commanded. And on the following day the governor
had him brought before him, and he said unto him, "By what
power dost thou presume to transgress the edict of the emperor
and dost turn men from the worship of the gods?" And the
samt answered and said unto him, "In truth I would that aU
men would enter into the Faith of our Lord [fol. 122 a i] Jesus
Christ. If thou wilt forsake thine error, and the service of idols
arid wilt worship our Lord and God and Redeemer Jesus Christ'
thou Shalt mherit an everlasting kingdom"; and then he cursed
the gods of the governor and his unclean idols. And the soldiers
beat hun severely, until his blood ran down upon the ground
and aU the while they were torturing him he glorified God and
sang his praises. And one of the soldiers was sorry for him
and he whispered in his ear, and said unto him, "I am son^
for thee. Have pity on thy youth and speak only one word
and tell the governor that thou wilt sacrifice to the gods and
I will undertake to set thee free." And the saint cursed'him,
and thrust him away from him, saying, "Get thee from me,
batan

!
And when the governor saw his endurance, and his

fortitude, he doubled his torture; and at length his body was
cut into strips and his blood poured on the ground. Then the
governor commanded them to drown him in the river, or to
drag him by the feet and cast him into prison untU he could
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decide what to do with him; and when they had done these

things to him he died in prison. And a certain woman who was

a believer came and gave the keepers of the prison house and

the soldiers much money, and she took the saint and wrapped

him up in new and costly cloths, and she made a covering

worked with gold to spread over his bier, and she laid him in a

coffin in the house, and had a picture of him painted upon it;

and she hung before it a lamp which burned continually, [fol.

122^2] Salutation to leontius, the lamp of trAblos

(TRIPOLI ?).

And on this day also is commemorated Saint mark6l6s

(marcellus).

Salutation to longinus.

XXIII. HAMLt

in the name of the father and the son

and the holy ghost, one god

On this day the holy woman marinA became a martyr.

The name of the father of this saint was decius, high priest

of the gods of the city of Antioch; now at that time decius

was emperor. And when Saint marinA was five years old her

mother died, and her father committed her to a nurse so that

she might live outside the city ; now this nurse was a Christian,

and she taught marinA all the Faith of Christ. And when

marinA reached the age of fifteen years, [fol. 122^3] her

father died. One day she heard her nurse talking about the

labours and fights of the martyrs, and the love of Christ entered

her heart, and she went about seeking to become a martyr. And a

wicked governor came to this city, and as soon as he saw her

he commanded the soldiers to bring her before him, and he

said unto her, "Whence art thou? What is thy name?" And

she said, "I am one of the people of Jesus Christ, and my
name is marinA." When the governor saw her grace and her

beauty, he could not restrain himself, and he persuaded her



II44 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

with many words to consent to his wish. When she cursed him,
and reviled his gods, he commanded the soldiers to beat her
with iron rods, and to cut off her limbs, and to scrape her body
until her blood flowed like water, and he also commanded them
to scrape her members with an iron scraper, [and they did so]

;

but when Saint marinA prayed to God, michael the Arch-
angel came and healed her. And the governor commanded them
to take her into a prison house, which was filled with darkness,
and whilst she was praying the Archangel michael came^
and lighted up the prison house, and took her up into heaven,'
where he shewed her the dwelling of the saints and the righteous',

and then he brought her back to her place. And on the following
day the governor commanded the soldiers to scrape her with
an iron scraper, and to slit her body with butchers' knives,
and to cast her into prison; and Saint michael came and
healed her. And whilst she was standing up praying, a huge
and most terrifying serpent came forth from this prison, and
when she saw it she was frightened and her whole body trembled,
and she could not speak. And the serpent swallowed her up,
her hands being extended in the form of a cross, and she was
praying in her heart. Thereupon the belly of the serf)ent was
split open, and marinA went forth [fol. T22h i] from him
uninjured, and she gave thanks to God. And when she turned
towards the prison house, she saw Satan seated, and he was in
the form of a black man, with his hands clutching his knees.
And having made the sign of the Cross over her face, she seized
him by the hair of his head, and beat him with a rod severely.
And then there was revealed unto her the wood of the Cross of
Jesus Christ, and a white dove was sitting upon it, and it spake,
saying, "Rejoice, O marinA, for there is committed to thee
the pledge of the grace of the Holy Spirit." And on the foUowing
day the governor commanded the soldiers to strip her naked,
and to hang her up, head downwards, and to bum her body
with fire, and to cast her into a cauldron of boiling water;
[and they did so]. And as she was standing up in the cauldron
and praying, a dove came down from heaven, and he had in
his beak a crown of gold, and he loosed her fetters, and dipped
her in the water thrice, in the Name of the Father and the Son
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and the Holy Sphit ; and she went forth from the water praising

God. And when the governor saw that she was still alive he

commanded them to cut off her head with the sword. And when

she had come into the place of martyrdom she prayed to God

that He would receive her soul in peace. And our Lord Jesus

Christ came unto her, and gave her a promise that He would

forgive the sins of everyone who should call upon her name, or

write the history of her strife, or have it read, or should hear it

read; and then the soldiers cut off her head with the sword.

And 'many miracles became manifest [through her], the bhnd

saw, the lame walked, the deaf heard, and the dumb [fol.

122^2] spake; and countless folk believed on our Lord Jesus

Christ. Salutation to marinA.

And on this day also Saint longinus became a martyr.

This saint came from the country of Cappadocia, but by race

he was a Greek. And when tiberius caesar reigned,, he

appointed pilate governor of the land of j u dah, and he gave

this Saint longinus to him among his other soldiers. And

when the time arrived, and the Lord wished to suffer for the

salvation of His people, He permitted the wicked Jews to per-

form this thing. When they had made themselves ready for

this deed, this longinus was one of the soldiers whom pilate

commanded to crucify our Lord. And because of this the Jews

gave him much money, and he worked and did the will of the

Jews, and he pierced our Lord with a spear after He had de-

livered up His soul, and blood and water flowed from His side.

And when this saint saw this he marvelled exceedingly. And

when, at the time of the Crucifixion, he saw that the sun became

dark, and that the moon became like blood, and that the

curtam of the Temple was rent, and that the rocks were spUt

open, and that the dead rose up, his wonder was greatly in-

creased; now he had heard and [fol. 1226 3] seen the miracles

which our Lord performed from His Birth to His Crucifixion.

And when the righteous Joseph took the body of our Lord

and Redeemer, and laid it in the cave, this saint was standing

there with the guards when they sealed the tomb. And when

our Lord rose, the tomb bemg sealed, this longinus was
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dismayed, and he asked God to explain to him this mystery.
And our Lord sent unto him the Apostle peter, and he found
him on the day of the Resurrection of our Lord. And longinus
asked the Apostle peter, and adjured him to tell him the
whole history of the Redeemer; and the Apostle peter told him
everything which had been prophesied concerning our Redeemer,
and how He was the Son of the Living God. And this saint

believed through the Apostle peter, and he abandoned the
service of an earthly king, and departed to the country of

Cappadocia, and he preached therein in the Name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, hke the Apostles. When pilate heard about this

he was exceedingly wroth, and sent and reported him to
TIBERIUS, and the emperor had him brought and tortured
him and cut off his head with the sword ; and the saint received
the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. Saluta-
tion to LONGINUS.

[fol. I23ai] And on this day also Saint 'ABTLfeMAN6s
(PTOLEMY), of Shoka, became a martyr.

XXIV. HAMLfe

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint Abba nob, of the city of nekhIsA, on
the borders of the lower land in the north of Egypt, became a
martyr. The parents of this saint were holy and pure, and
instructed folk; and having gotten this Saint Abba nob, they
reared him in the fear of God. And when his days were twelve
years he loved the Church, and he loved to listen to the Scrip-
tures and to doctrine. And when diocletian brought
tribulation upon the Christian folk, this nob determined in his
heart to shed his blood for the Name of our Lord Christ. And
at that time he went into a church and heard the priest teaching
the believers and strengthening them in the True Faith, and
he said unto them, " Keep yourselves from the worship of idols,

and it shall be good for you to dehver yourselves over to death
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for the Name of Christ.'' And this saint returned to his house,

sad and sorrowful, and he set before him everything which his

father had left him, gold, and silver, and apparel, and he said,

"Behold it is written, 'The world shall pass away and the desire

thereof (cf. Matthew v, 18)/' And straightway he rose up, and

gave all his money to the poor and needy, and he departed to

the city of gamnud!, walking thither [fol. 123a 2] on his feet

along the river bank, and he found the governor LUCius, and

he confessed before him the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

And the angel of God appeared unto him there, and encouraged

him and told him everything which should happen to him;

and the governor tortured him very severely. And when the

governor went to the south he took the saint with him, and

he hung him up upon the mast of the ship. And the governor

sat down to eat and to drink, and immediately he did so the

vessel which was in his hand stood still like a stone, and the

eyes of the soldiers were blinded. And the angel of God came

down from heaven, and released the saint from his hanging

position, and he wiped up the blood which had run down from

his nose and mouth, and then the wind blew and they came to

the city of Athribis. And the governor of Athribis knew what

had happened to the governor of gamnudi, and when the

soldiers saw it they unfastened their belts, and cast them before

the governor, and they confessed our Lord Christ and became

martyrs. And they tortured Saint Abba nob very severely in

Athribis. They laid him on an iron bed, and lighted a fire

beneath it, and Abba nob prayed whilst he was on the iron bed,

and God delivered him. And after this the soldiers sawed him

asunder with a saw, and they cut off his limbs, and the angel

of God came down from heaven and deUvered him, and raised

him up whole and unharmed. And then they took the saint to

the city of Alexandria, and they tortured him there severely,

and they heaped on him deadly serpents, but they neither

approached him nor harmed him. And one of the serpents

[fol. 123 a 3] went and coiled itself round the neck of the governor,

who asked Abba nob to have mercy upon him. And the saint

commanded the serpent to leave the governor, and it came down

off his neck, and the governor commanded the pagan priests
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and the magicians to bum it with fire. And jULius, who was

from the city of 'akfahas, came to Abba n6b, and asked him

about his fight, and the name of his city, and he wrote down all

[the story of] his fight. And when the governor was tired of

torturing him, he commanded the soldiers to cut off his head

with the sword; and our Lord Christ appeared imto him, and

comforted him and told him great healing should be derived

from his body wheresoever it might be laid. And He said that

God would deliver from his tribulation everyone who should

ask this from Him in the name of Abba n6b, and that God
would forgive the sins of every one who celebrated his com-

memoration, or who satisfied the hungry with food, or who

gave drink to him that was parched, or who gave incense or

an offering [to the church], or who wrote a copy of the book of

his fight. And then the soldiers cut off his head, and he received

the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. And
JULIUS took the body of Abba n6b, and sent it with his ser-

vants to the city of nekhisa, and when the days of persecution

were ended, they built a church in his name, and many signs

and miracles took place in it. And the body of the saint is in

the town of gamnudi to this day. [fol. 1236 i] Salutation to

n6b.

And on this day also Abba takla 'ad6nAyA, of dabra
LiBAN6s, and tawalda madkhan, and their companions,

became martjnrs.

And on this day also fourteen thousand and eighty-four

companions of Abba nob (var. nineteen thousand and eighty-

four) became martyrs.

[fol. 1236 2] And on this day also died the holy father Abba
SIMON, the forty-second Archbishop of the city of Alexandria.

This saint came from the East, and his parents brought him to

the monastery to the west of the city of Alexandria, wherein

is the body of Saint severus; and he became a monk there,

and he learned to read and to write, and he learned by heart

the Books of the Church. And Abba agathon made him a
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priest, and after this God chose him to become archbishop;

and vvhen he was appointed priest he served his spiritual father

in the administration of the archiepiscopate. And he lived by

himself, fasting, and praying, and reading the Scriptures, and

he ate only bread, and salt, and cummin, and uncooked herbs.

And he fought a perfect fight, and his devotion was sincere,

and he made the soul of lust which was in him to be subject

to his rational and understanding soul. And God wrought

great signs and miracles by his hands, among which were the

following : Certain men of the priests of the city of Alexandria

were envious of him, and they went to some magicians and

gave them much money, and they prepared a deadly poison

for them, and gave it to them. And those evil priests took that

poison, and mixed it with some drink, and poured it into a glass,

and gave it to the archbishop and then they asked him to drink,

and to give them his blessing. And the archbishop drank that

drink after he had received the Holy Mysteries, and no harm

whatsoever came to him. [fol. 12363] And after this they

mixed that poison [with other things], and gave it tohim a second

and a third time, and it did him no harm, and the priests

marvelled at his escape. Then they went to the market and

found new figs there, and they bought some and worked up

some of that poison in some of the figs ; and the wicked priests

arranged together to give him the poisoned [figs] before he

received the Holy Mysteries and was fasting. And the magicians

said unto them, ''If ye can make him swallow it, his belly will

split open straightway." And those deniers [of Christ] went to

him with deceit, and they asked the archbishop to eat of the

figs, and they pressed him, and against his will they thrust the

figs into his mouth; now he did not wish to swallow them before

he received the Holy Mysteries. And having swallowed them,

his belly was moved that night, and he remained sick for four

days. And the angel of God appeared unto him in a vision by

night, and made known to him the cause of his sickness, and

he revealed unto him the names of those who had prepared

the poison for him. And in those days 'abd al-aziz, Khalifah

of Egypt, came to the city of Alexandria, and Abba simon,

the archbishop, went out to welcome him. And the Khalifah
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saw the traces of his illness on the face of this father, and he

asked the scribes, saying, *'What hath happened to the arch-

bishop that his appearance is thus? " And they told him what

had happened, and how they had prepared poison for him;

and the Khalifah was wroth, and commanded [his soldiers] to

bum the priests and the magicians in the fire. [fol. 124 a i]

And the archbishop bowed down to the ground and wept, and

besought the Khalifah to have mercy on them, and the Khalifah

said imto him, "Assuredly not, nay they shall bum them in the

fire as they deserve." And the father said unto him, "If thou

dost bum them, I shall have neither priests nor archiepisco-

pate "
; and the Khalifah marvelled at his gentleness and com-

passion. And the Khalifah commanded, and the soldiers drove

into exile the priests, and burned the magicians in the fire by

KAROS. And the Khalifah loved this holy father greatly, and

paid him much honour, and he commanded him to build

churches and monasteries; and the archbishop built churches,

and he built [one] by the city of al-wAh to the south of Egypt,

and very many other churches. And God made manifest great

miracles by his hands, among them being the following: By
his prayer he raised up to life a certain priest called minAs,

after he was dead and had been made ready for burial ; and the

description of his raising up is thus. This father simon had

appointed mi

n

As to be the administrator of all the property of

the Church, and he had to take care of the sacred moneys and

endowments, and the sacred vestments were laid up in his

charge. And this father used to charge him always, saying,

"Do not let any of the money and property of the Church be

laid up in thy house." And it fell out that a sickness came upon
him suddenly, and his tongue stuck fast in his throat, and his

heart failed him. When the archbishop heard of it he was

exceedingly sorry, and he kept vigil all that night, and prayed

to God on behalf of that priest, and asked Him to raise up that

priest from the dead, because of the property of the Church.

And at midnight [fol. 124a 2] this father heard that the priest

was nigh to die, and he sent his disciple to the wife of the priest,

and commanded him to ask her about the property of the

Church; and when his disciple drew near to the house of the
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. . he heard the outcries of the people thereof who were

SJxd h^ th" were dressing him in the vestments of the

;wd and la4g him on the bier; and there were many

S round Sout Mm'weeping for him. And the disciple bowed

W head in salutation to the priest, and straightway the dead

.1 and sat up and he embraced the disciple with his

"^'^S hLds and iie said unto him, "God is the God of the

SoiableTafher Abba siMOK." And the disciple said unto

S" Be strong, O priest, and fear not." And the pnest said

i^; Um '• VeSy. I am strong through the prayer of my lord

SherThe archbLop, and God hath given me life agam^d

hath raised me up from the dead." And the discip e caUed the

Ss who were struck with dismay at the death of that pnest

S he said unto them, "Be not dismayed behold the pnest

SkAs hath risen from the dead." And whence pn^s^s and

the people came to him, the pnest said unto them ^now ye

tSat'l was dead, and that they set me before the throne d my

Lord Christ And I saw all the archbishops of the city of

ilexanSrom MARK the apostle to Abba ISAAC and they

wereTtaSding before our Lord Christ. And they -buked me^

saving 'Why hast thou hidden the property of the Church

Sr';ur brother SIMOK the archbishop?' And o^ Lord

Christ commanded them, [fol. 124a 3] saying. Cast h^m into

the Outer Darkness.' And when they dragged me along to

cast me out, the archbishops bowed down before our I^rd

^Ws^and asked Him. saying. 'Have --^y -P«° ^
\^^,

time. Our brother simon, the archbishop, is at t^s moment

standing up and praying for him, and for the property of the

Slllch was^aid up with him.' And God accepted thar

petition, and He commanded and [the -"g^^^]
PjJ* ^^f

^^

soul into my body. And God said unto me. Behold, I have

Sd "mpasLn on thee for the sake of My chosen ones and

for the sake of their brother simon. the
^^^f

^ish^P-^J^
thou dost not speak of thine own free will and reveal unto hun

where the pro^rty of the Church is, thou shalt not reton

hither, and I will not accept their Petition on hybel^.

according to what the Lord telleth Me. and I will not make

Hi

, <i, J, *.,* ^ #. w »
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thee to live after thy death.' " And when all the people who were
there heard these words, and saw this miracle, they marvelled
exceedmgly, and they praised God the Most High ; and straight-

way their sorrow and weeping were turned into joy. And after

that priest was restored to life he remained many days, and he
used to relate this miracle to every man. And this father Abba
SIMON continued to fight the fight and to devote himself to
God, and to teach his flock, and to admonish them and to en-
courage them in the True Faith, and after this he died in peace,
[fol. 1246 i] Salutation to simon the archbishop.

XXV. HAMLi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day took place the dedication of the Church of Saint
MERCURius, the martyr, in the city of m£sr (cairo), wherein
his miracles appeared. Salutation to the consecration of thy
church, O mercurius.

And on this day also the ascension into heaven of enoch,
the righteous scribe, took place.

And on this day also Abba ZA-tvAsus, of dabra lIbAn6s,
became a mart)^- by the hand of the pagans. Salutation to
za-1yAs6s.

[fol. 1246 2] And on this day also the apostolic woman Saint
THECLA died. This saint lived in the days of Saint paul,
the apostle. And when Saint paul, the apostle, went forth
from the city of Antioch he departed to the city of Nicomedia;
and there was in that place a certain believer, whose name was
sefAr6s, who took Saint paul, and set him in his house.
And a great many people gathered together to him, and they
heard his teaching. And when this virgin thecla beard Saint
PAUL, the apostle, teaching, she looked out from the window
of her house that she might hear his doctrine, and she did this
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. three days and three nights. And she was so eager to hear

K iSrine that she neither ate nor drank; and the word of

^
? ^r; entered into her heart. And her parents and her

""^^re ve^lo^, and they used to beseech her to turn
^rvants were very y^

^^ ^^^^^ ^^.^^ ^^^^ ^^ j^e,

X wen rSMAs and kem6gAk6s, the magistrates, and

nlTned to them about what had happened to his daughter,

'"^l^v ureed Sn and at length he went to the emperor

Id tcried'out^d laid informltion against Saint paul, and

t emp^^or had him brought into the haU of the emperor. and

£ auXned him about his work and his Faith, but found no

SuTo ciplaint [against him] ; and the emperor com^^ded

Sd the soldiers shut Saint paul up in prison. And Samt

^Kr T a nut off her ornamental attire, and came to Samt paul

in the prison hoi, and she bowed down at his feet. And her

pa el'Sol 1.4^ 3] sought for her. and -uld not find^er and

Lr handmaiden! told them that she was with Saint paul

£: apStttd Ihe governor commanded the soldiers tobum

her in the fire. And her mother cned out, sapng. Bum her

in the foe so that all the numerous women of noble families

whfbeUe^e in the teaching of paul the apostle may be ad-

monished
" And they brought thecla out from Samt paul

ToTum her, and they brought Saint --^-* ^^ t'tt
heart was bold, and she saw Saint paul praymg, and he went up

Ltolraven wWlst in his body ; andwhen he had niade he sign of

teSZ over her face and her body, she threw herself into the

& ; nd the women wept for her. And at that momen God

sen very much rain, and lightning and hail, and the red-hot

tonace^came like unto cool dew. And she escaped from the

foe Sdtn and came to Saint paul m the place w^rem^e

dwdt secretly; and she asked him to ^^ave «ff .*^".*?^; °\7;
head so that she might follow him; and he did this for her.

td when^t went to the city of Antioch, a certain noHern^

saw her, and wanted to marry her, for she was
--'J

^e^^Jifvd

in her anoearance. but she made bold and cursed him, and he

fof^lS ^vemor of the city about her. And the governor

commanded the soldiers to cast her to the l"''^^.

^^J^f ^^
with the lions for two days and two nights, but the hons only

^''iW»i

mm
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licked her feet. And after this they tied her between two oxen
and dragged her through aU the city, but [fol. 125 a i] she suffered
no pain whatsoever. Then the governor sent her away, and she
went to Saint paul, and he comforted her, and strengthened
her, and commanded her to depart, and preach the Faith of our
Lord Jesus Christ. And she went to the city of konia, and
preached in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and then she
went to her own city and converted her father and her mother,
and brought them into the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ!
And having finished her fight she died in peace and received
the crown of the preachers and confessors in the kingdom of
the heavens. Now her body resteth at the present time in the
city of SENGAR [near Damietta] in Lower Egypt, and many
signs and wonders have appeared through it. Salutation to the
apostolic woman th e c l a.

And on this day also Saint 'A[N]D6NiN (or, 'andon in A)
became a martyr. This young man was a native of the city of
bAna, and his parents were among the elders of the city; and
they were believers, and were excellent and merciful. And this
saint went to the city of antino£ and confessed bur Lord
Jesus Christ before the governor, who commanded the soldiers
to shoot him [fol. 125a 2] to death with arrows; and they did
as he commanded, but the arrows did the saint no harm. Then
the governor had him bound, and sent him to the city of Alex-
andria, and with him was Saint Abba BiMAKds, and two other
martyrs; and the governor of the city of Alexandria shut them
up in prison. And they hung up Saint 'ANDONiN, head down-
wards, until much blood flowed from his mouth down upon the
ground, and then he tortured him severely; and when the
governor was tired of torturing him, he sent him to the city of
farmA, where the saint found Saint minAs in prison; and he
rejoiced in him, and they comforted each other. And the gover-
nor of the city of farmA tortured him with every kmd of
torture, and they cut his flesh into strips with red-hot saws,
and after that he boiled him in a cauldron over a fire, but God
raised him up whole and uninjured. And when he was tired of
torturing him he commanded the soldiers to cut off his head.
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.nd they cut off his head with a sword, and he received the

i of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. And great

Ses "ok ^^^^^^ through Ms body, which healed all those

i were sick. Salutation to 'aMdOninA the martyr.

And on this day also Saint Abba isaac became a martyn

Thtsain^ was a man of the city of samamA (or, sAmma), and

J^tas a gardener, and he was an excellent man gentle, and

)io\T2L 3] devoted to God. He ate no flesh, he drank no

Se he fa ted two days at a time, he ate herbs, fnd he visited

r poor and needy, and gave them what was left of his wages^

t!Z Lord apiiared unto him in a vi^on and commanded

^ to go to the governor, and confess His Name be ore him.

Md our Lord promised him many things, and told hmi of the

^owns which were prepared for him, and the samtjejoiced

excSingly. And he rose up and gave what was left m his house

o?he po'or and needy, and then he prayed and asked God to

help hiin. And he came to the governor, and confessed God

the Most High before him, and the governor tortured him

sLely, and burned him with fire, and hacked o« his limbs,

Td hanged him, and broke him on the wheel; but God gave

L strength to endure under all this torture, and He raised

S up sound and uninjured. When he was tired of tortunng

him the governor commanded the soldiers to cut ofE his head

with the sword, and thus he received the crown of martyrdom

in the kingdom of the heavens. And men of the city of samama

came and took his body, and wrapped it in splend d cloths,

and laid him in a fair place until the end of the days of persecu-

tion. [Then] they built a beautiful church for hmi, and laid his

body therein, and great signs and miracles appeared through it

and healings for many sick folk. Salutation to isaac, the

gardener.

[fol. 1256 I] And on this day ^^^
."^,\Y^ f^^^M^

became a martyr. This saint was a native of the d Y ofj.£«-

d£yA (var. demyAl), which is nigh unto the city of DfiMfeRA

and her parents were believers and were excellent folk and

she herself was chaste both in mind and in body, and she fasted

i
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and prayed continually. When her days were eleven years,

and she was Uving and doing her work, our Lord Jesus Christ

revealed to her a great light, and the Archangel fAnu£l ap-

peared, and said unto her, "Why sittest thou here doing nothing
but fighting the spiritual fight whilst the crowns which are

prepared for those who fight for the Name of Christ, our Lord,

[are waiting for thee] ? " And when she heard this she rose up,

and gave all her goods to the poor and needy, and departed to

Tuw, and thence to the city of sarsanA, and confessed our

Lord Jesus Christ before the governor. And there was a certain

holy man whose name was Abba siNdoA, and our Lord Jesus

Christ had appeared imto him, and informed him concerning

this holy woman, and what would become of her; and when he

saw her he rejoiced in her, and comforted her and strengthened

her heart. And the governor tortured her severely, and he made
gashes in all her body, and drove red-hot iron pegs into her;

and after this he bound her with seven thousand, six hundred
martyrs. Then he took her with him [fol. 12562] in a ship

and departed. And whilst they were on the ship, a fish rose up
and snatched away a child from his mother, and she had no
other child, and she wept and lamented for her son exceedingly.

And the saint had compassion upon her, and prayed to God
on her behalf, and then our Lord commanded the fish to give

back the child, and the fish gave him back to his mother, ahve,

and no harm had befaUen him. And when the governor arrived

in the city of tuw, he commanded the soldiers to put the saint

in the furnace of the pubhc baths, and they did as he commanded,
but no harm came to her. And then they hacked off her limbs,

and cast her into the fire, and they plucked out the nails of her

hands and feet, and cut out her tongue, and drove iron pegs
through her feet; after this, they made her to he on an iron

bed, and lighted a fire under her. And when he was tired of

torturing her, he commanded the soldiers to cut off her head,

and thus she received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom
of the heavens. Salutation toTfeLYARvA (sic) (hilaria), and
salutation to those who were martjnred with her.

[fol. 1256 3] And on this day also thecla and mugI, from
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thP dtv of kayrAk<>s, on the border of bahyarA (Bahriya?)

hv the city of Alexandria, became martyrs. These samts were

hroueht up by a God-fearing teaching woman in the city of

karAkus (sfc), and as they were saUing on the river one

shewed them the governor torturing Christian folk, and they

marvelled at his hard-heartedness ; these saints were those who

endured his torture. And the angel of God appeared unto the

saints and shewed them the gloryof the saints, and strengthened

them 'and the angel sailed with them on the ship to the city of

Alexandria. And our holy Lady, the two-fold Virgin, mary, the

God-bearer, and Elisabeth, appeared unto her m the forms

of two women, and they wept with them. And when they

came unto the city of Alexandria, they confessed our Lord

Tesus Christ before the governor, who tortured them severely.

And they cut off the head of Saint miJgI with the sword and

she received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the

heavens; and the governor sent Saint thecla to the city of

d£m6w, where she became a martyr. Salutation to thecla

and mug!.

And on this day also Saint Abba karazun (?) became a

martyr. This saint was a man from the city of bAnwan, and

he was formerly a thief, [fol. 126 a i] and there were with him

two other young men who were thieves. And they went to the

cell of a certain monk in the desert of scete to steal his goods,

and they found him keeping vigil and standing up m prayer;

so they waited untU he had finished his prayer and had lain

down Now that monk never slept, and their hearts were afraid

and dismayed. And when the time of dawn came, the old monk

went out to the thieves, and when they saw him they bowed

down at his feet, and cast down their swords before him, and

became monks under his direction. And this saint fought a very

great fight, and devoted himself to the ascetic life, both soul and

body and a certain aged monk prophesied and informed him

that he would, assuredly, become a martyr for the Name of our

Lord Jesus Christ. And when seven years had passed by,

Satan brought tribulation on the churches and on the Chris-

tian people. And this saint embraced his spintual father, and

ttc.rr'j cf. t..-.-^ ..•.« f_
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received his blessing, and departed to the city of naky6s, where
he found the Emperor maximianus; and he confessed our
Lord Jesus Christ before the governor. And the governor
tortured him severely, and sawed his body with iron saws, and
rubbed into his wounds vinegar mixed with salt; and then he
took him to the city of Alexandria, and hung him up on the

mast of the ship five times; and the ropes broke. And then he
cast him into a vessel made of hide, and threw him into the
sea (or, river), but the angel of God brought him out of the sea,

and commanded him to go to the city of gamnud!. And he
departed and came to the city of benwAni, and [fol. 126^2]
the people asked hrni about Abba karazun (sic), for they did
not recognize him. And they said unto him, *' Abuna Abba kar-
azun departed many days ago, and we do not know where he
is, and we have had no news of him." And a certain maiden
recognized him and knew him, and by reason of her great fear

she fell down and broke her water jar. And she said unto the
people, "This man is Abba karazun himself," and all the
men of the city made haste to go to him, and they were blessed
by him. And every man who was sick came to him, and the
samt besought God and prayed over some oil, and anointed
them therewith, and they were healed. And then he went to

the city of gamnud!, and he said unto a soldier, "I am a
Christian, bind me and drag me into this city"; and the soldier

did as the saint commanded him. And when he had brought
him thither, the governor hanged him on a tree, head downwards,
for ten days ; and the blood flowed down from his mouth and
nose upon the ground. And Abba karazun cursed the daugh-
ter of the general, and she died and remained in her grave for

eighteen days, and the people came and besought the saint on
her behalf. And he prayed and entreated our Lord Jesus Christ,
and He raised up the maiden from the dead, and she told them
what she had seen of the Judgement in hell. And Justus
the general, and his wife, believed on our Lord Jesus Christ,
and all his soldiers, and they became martyrs ; and they were
m number nine hundred, and thirty, and five souls. And after
this the governor sent Abba karazun to the city of Alex-
andria, and when he arrived there they tortured him [fol.
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T26a^l very severely. And he also sent him to the city of

GAMNii^i, where they beat him with bars of wood and broke

hit back- and when he was tired of torturing him he sent him

fo the city of Alexandria. And when the saint came to the Hill

orBARM6DA, our Lord Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, appeared

io him, and comforted him, and told him that he should

ihWs fight there, and He promised him that He would

erant to every man any request which he should make m his

fame And when the governor was tired of torturing him he

commanded the soldiers to cut off his head with the sword, and

thus the saint finished his martyrdom, and received the crown

thereof in the kingdom of the heavens. And the angel of God

appeared unto a certain priest of the men of the city of manuf

and told him where the place was wherein the body of Saint

Abba karazun lay, and commanded him to take it away^

And that priest went and took the body of the saint, and

Xpped it up in beautiful cloths, [and kept it]

^f^^^^^^
of the days of persecution. And they built a beautiful church for

him in the city of benwan (sic) and laid his ^o^y therein and

many miracles and wonders took place through it^ Sdutati^^^^

to Abba KARAZUN. Salutation to the nine
^^^^J-^^^^^^^

five people who [fol. 1266 i] were martyred with Abba kar-

azun.

And on this day also is celebrated the conimemoration of

seven thousand, three hundred martyrs. [In the Bodleian MS.

seventy-six thousand.]

And on this day also Saint ladimadyos (or demadius ?)

the Syrian, became a martyr. This saint was ^^rought up
^^^^^

the Persians, and learned from them the knowledge of the stars^

and he wished to become a Christian. And he found a certain

Persian priest in the bazar, whose name was ^^n^alius and

he taught him the Law of God and rejoiced m him exceedingly

and he began to teach the men of his house to turn to God

and to believe in Him. And then he went to a certam aty

between Syria and Rome, and was there baptized with Chnstian

baptism. He became a monk, and fought a great, and super-

*V'
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human fight ; and the brethren were jealous of him when they

saw his fight; and they wished to drive him away from the

mountains. When he knew this he went forth from that place

and departed to a city on the borders of [the city of] theo-
Dosius, and he came to the monastery of Saint sergius;
where he lived with an aged anchorite for a year, and fought

the fight. And he ate neither beans, nor any food with fat

therein. And the aged anchorite urged the abbot [fol. 12662]
to make LADiMADYOS a deacon, so that he might minister

with him in the sanctuary; and being unable to resist him, he

was made a deacon, and ministered with him in the sanctuary.

And when the old man went into the altar at the consecration

of the Offering, during the consecration, he saw a white dove of

most beautiful appearance, and it came near and descended
upon the altar. And lad2mady6s, thinking that it was a dove
of flesh, was afraid lest the chalice should be overturned, and
he made a motion with his hand, and drove the dove off; now
the aged anchorite did not see the dove. And after the Service

was ended, the anchorite asked him, saying, ''What happened
to disturb thee at the time of the Offering, when thou didst

stretch out thine hand over the altar?" And ladimadyos
told him how he had seen the dove. And the anchorite said

imto him, "In future when thou seest the dove tell me." And
when the old man went up to the altar to receive the Offering,

and the time for seeing the dove came, ladimadyos said

imto him, "That dove hath come"; and the old man did not
see it, and again he was exceedingly sorry. And he bowed low
before God, and he prayed continually, and entreated Him with
tears by night and by day, until he saw that dove ; and he knew
that it was the grace of the Holy Spirit; but he told Saint
LADfMADYOS nothing, so that he might not be puifed up in

his heart. And after this the anchorite went to the bishop, and
asked him to make LADiMADYOS a priest, now LADiMADYds
himself knew nothing about this, until he took him andmade him
a priest against his will. And when the Archbishop of that
country heard the story [fol. 1266 3] of his fight, he took some
people with him, and wanted to go with them to him, and to

receive a blessing from him. And Saint ladimAdyos knew
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of this by the Holy Ghost, and he fled secretly, and came to the

church of Saint mark, the martyr, and then he departed and

dwelt in the desert, where he lived on grass, and God, the Most

High performed great miracles [by his hands]. And then he

fled from the vain praise of man to the sea-shore. And one day

he took the water-pot, and went down to the river to drawwater,

and he saw women there drawing water, and they laughed at

him and made a mock of him ; and he went back without having

dra>!m water, and with sorrow in his heart. And he asked God

to dry up that river, and God, the Most High, heard his petition,

and He made the river a road whereon men could travel. And

when the people knew that it was Saint ladimAdyos who

had dried up the river, they all went up to him with their

wives and their children, and they entreated him with many

tears, until he prayed to our Lord Jesus Christ Who gave them

back'the river, and it became as it was formeriy. And when he

saw the people wishing to honour him, he fled from that place

and went to another desert, and he lived therein a year, fighting

the fight, and enduring the cold of winter, and the heat of

summer, under the sky without a roof. And with great difficulty

the people forced him to let them build him an abode, and he

dwelt therein, and God, the Most High, performed many signs

and miracles by his hands, [fol. 127 a i] and among them was

the following: There was a certain man who was blind in one

eye, and when he was being blessed by him the hand of the

saint rested upon the blind eye of that man, and his eye was

opened straightway, and he saw. And another man, a paralytic,

they brought to him, and he prayed over some oil and water,

and anointed him therewith, and the man recovered. Another

man, one who was dumb, when they brought him to him, the

saint knew that this sickness had come upon the man because

of the sin which he had committed; and then he prayed to

God, the Most High, and He healed him by his hands. And

again, a certain rich man came to him with his wife, who was

barren, and the saint prayed to our Lord Jesus Christ, and He

gave them children, whom they brought to him, and he blessed

them. And this Saint Abba ladimAdyos performed countless

miracles. And it came to pass in his days that the Emperor
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walItos (valens?), the infidel and idolater, came to the

city of Antioch, and he pulled down the churches which con-
stantine had builded. And then he heard that the Persians

had come to fight against him, and when they (the Romans)
had departed thither, they passed by the habitation of Saint

LADIMADYOS, and one told the emperor about him. And the

soldiers stoned him, and his disciple, with stones, until a great

heap of stones stood over their cave. And thus died ladi-
MADYOS and his disciple. And after one year God revealed his

body to a certain man, who was a merchant, and was travelling

that way, now he had a laden camel with him, and the camel
fell down, and sank into a pit in the ground. And when [fol.

127 « 2] the men came to take up the camel, God shewed him
the cave, and he and his men knew that it was the cave of

Saint ladimAdyos; and they dug and took up the body of

the saint, and that of his disciple, with great honour. On the

fifteenth day of the month of Hamle, on the day whereon he

died, they built a church for Saint ladimAdyos, and they

laid therein his body, and that of his disciple; and God made
manifest many signs and miracles therefrom. Salutation to

LADfMADYdS.

Salutation to 'atrAbius, who took the place of pacho-
MIUS.

And on this day also are commemorated the Seven Thousand
Martyrs of Athribis, and am6n and mary. [fol. 127^3]
Salutation to the Seven Thousand Martyrs of Athribis. [Twenty-
five Thousand in the Bodleian ms.]

XXVI. UAULt

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died at a good old age the righteous man Joseph,
the carpenter, who was worthy to be called the father of Christ

in the flesh, and concerning whom the Holy Gospel beareth

witness that he was a righteous man, and that, because of this.
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our Lady Saint mary was in safe keeping with him. And he

finished his fight, and his course, and his toil, and his journey,

together with our Lady mary and our Lord Jesus Christ, in

his coming to Bethlehem, and [his] flight. to the country of

Egypt. On his return from the country of Egypt there came

[upon him] tribulation from the Jews. And when the time came

for him to depart from this transient world to the world of the

Living, [he called to him] his other sons, that is to say, Justus,

and J UDAH, and j6sA, and jacob, and his three daughters,

and he gave them commandments and embraced them, and

stretched out his hands and delivered up his soul into the hand

of God, and inherited everlasting life. And all the days of his

life were one hundred and fourteen years; he lived before his

marriage forty years, and after his marriage, fifty-two years,

and after his wife died, nineteen years, and three years [fol.

1276 i] before the Incarnation of our Redeemer. And our Lord

Jesus Christ came to him at the time of his death, and laid His

hand upon his eyes and wept over him, and He bestowed upon

his body the gracious gift of never growing old, and upon his

bones the gift of incorruptibility. And they laid him in the

grave of J AC OB, his father, in the tenth year of the Incarnation

of our Lord Jesus Christ. Salutation to Joseph and mary.

And on this day also died the holy father, Abba timothy,

the twenty-second Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This

saint was the brother of the Archbishop Saint peter his pre-

decessor, and having been appointed he shepherded the rational

flock of Christ and guarded them from the wolves ARius, and

MACEDONius, and SABELius. In the sixth year of the archi-

episcopate of this saint the Emperor THEODOSiusthe Great

[began to] reign over the Christian people. In that year also

took place the General Council whereat One hundred and

Fifty bishops gathered together in the city of Constantinia on

account of macedonius, who had denied the Holy Spirit;

and this father was president of the Council, [fol. 127 b 2] Now

Saint DAMALIUS, Archbishop of the city of Rome, did not

come to the Coimcil because of his illness, but he sent priests

in his place. And this holy father timothy disputed with
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MACEDONius, who denied the Holy Ghost, and with sabe-
Lius and with apollinarius, and he overcame them, and
put them to shame. And behold, we have described their
denial, and how this saint disputed with them, [in the section
of this work] relating to the days of the assembling of this
Council, which is the first day of the month of Yakatit. And
during the archiepiscopate of this saint, he took great care
concerning the buildings of the churches, and he built many
churches in the city of Alexandria and outside it, and he repaired
and restored many of them; and he built many cells for the
churches (?), and for the pilgrims. And he was teaching his
flock much doctrine continually, and by means of his great
knowledge he strengthened them in the True Faith, and by the
sweetness of his voice and his reading. And he converted many
of the followers of arius and macedonius, and brought
them mto the True Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. And he sat
upon the throne of mark the evangehst for nine years and a
half, and he died in peace. Salutation to timothy the arch-
bishop, brother of peter the archbishop.

And on this day also died Abba salAm A, the Revealer of the
Light, the Bishop of Ethiopia; [fol. 12763] now his history is

as follows: A certain man from the country of the Greeks, a
master of learning, whose name was merpes (meropius?),
came wishing to see the country of Ethiopia, and he had with
him two youths of his family, and the name of one was "fere
m£nAt6s (frumentius),'' and that of the other was
"Ad£sy6s (aedesius)"; now there are some who call

him "sidrAkos." And he arrived in a ship at the shore
of the Sea of Ethiopia, and he saw all the beautiful things
which his heart desired, and as he was wishing to return to his

country, enemies rose up against him and killed him, and all

those who were with him. And these two youths were left

[alive], and the men of the city made them captives, and taught
them the work of war, and took them as a present to the King
of 'aksum whose name was ''alam^dA.'' And the king made
ADYOS (sic) director of his household, and FERi MfeNATOS
keeper of the Laws and Archives of 'aksum; and after a few
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days the king died, and left a little son with his mother, and

the 'azgAgA reigned with hun. And 'Ad£sy6s and fer^

m£nAt6s brought up the children, and taught them little by

little the Faith of Christ, and they built for them a place of

prayer, and they gathered together to it the children and they

taught them psalms and hymns. And when they had brought

the boy to the stage of early manhood, they asked him to dis-

miss them to their native country; and 'ADY6sfes (sic) departed

to the country of Tjnre to see his kinsfolk, and FERiMfeNATds

departed to Alexandria, to the Archbishop athanasius,

and he found that he had been restored to his office. And he

related everything which had happened unto him because of

their Faith in the country of Ethiopia, and how the people

believed on Christ, but had neither [fol. 128 a i] bishops nor

priests. And then Abba athanasius appointed fer^

m£nAt6s Bishop of the country of Ethiopia, and sent him

away with great honour. And he arrived in the country of

Ethiopia during the reign of 'abrehA and 'asbeha, and he

preached the peace of Christ in all the regions thereof, and

because of this he was called ''Abba salAm A." And after he

had saluted the men of Ethiopia he died in peace. Salutation,

salutation, I say, with joyful voice to Abba salAm A.

And on this day also is commemorated the blessed Saint

Abba r6ys.

Salutation to samuel and zacharias.

XXVIL HAMLi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint Abba ammon, of the city of tarnut,

became a martyr. This saint came to Upper Egjrpt, and he saw

the tortures which were being inflicted upon the holy [fol.

128a 2] martyrs, and he went to arianus, the governor of

ANTINOE, and confessed our Lord Jesus Christ before him.

And arianus tortured him severely, and beat him, and hanged
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him, and cut gashes m all his body, and drove long, sharp
nails through his body; and our Lord Jesus Christ gave him
strength, and healed his wounds, and raised him up from the
punishment, whole and uninjured. And after this arianus
sent him to the city of Alexandria. And our Lord Jesus Christ
appeared imto him, and strengthened him, and promised him,
saying, "Whosoever shall celebrate thy commemoration, or
shall write [a copy of] the book of thy fight, or shall cause it to
be read, or shall give bread and water to the poor on the day of
thy commemoration, I will blot out their sins and write their

names in the Book of Life in the kingdom of the heavens'';
and havmg said this unto him our Lord Jesus Christ went up
into heaven with glory. And Saint Abba ammon rejoiced with
great joy. And then the governor tortured him very severely,
and very many men believed through him and became martyrs.
And among them was a certain young woman, a virgin, whose
name was theophila, and she came and stood up before the
governor, and cursed him and his idols, and she confessed our
Lord Jesus Christ. And the governor commanded the soldiers

to cast her mto the fire, but God delivered her from the fire;

and they cut off her head with the sword, and she received
[fol. 128^3] the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the
heavens. Then the governor tortured Abba ammon with great
severity, and he mutilated him, and after this he commanded
the soldiers to cut off his head with the sword

; [and they did
so,] and he received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom
of the heavens. And many signs and miracles, and great
healings of the sick, took place through his body. Salutation
to AMMON.

And on this day also are commemorated the vision which
EZE KIEL the prophet saw; and the dedication of the church of
Saint JOHN the evangelist in the city of Alexandria, and the
honourable father Abba simon. Archbishop of the city of
Alexandria, that is to say, the translation of his body to the
monastery of Abba macarius of the desert of scete; and
the death of seth, the son of adam. Salutation to the trans-
lation of thy body, O simon. [fol. i2Sb i] Salutation to the
vision of ezekiel.
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Salutation to bIfAmom6n (bIfAmon).

Salutation to the holy woman maskal kabrA.

XXVIII. HAMLi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

And on this day also are commemorated andronicus

and his wife athanasia, the lovers of God. They came from

the city of Antioch. They were rich in gold and in sUver, and

they gave one half of the profit which they made on theu:

money to the poor; and after a few days they produced two

children, a boy and a girl, and they called their names john

and MARY. And then andronicus and athanasia took

counsel together, and agreed to cease to live together as

man and wife, and they began to devote their money and

themselves to ministering to the sick and needy, that is to

say, he ministered to the men, and she ministered to the

women; and they continued to do this for twelve years. And

then their children fell ill of the plague, and they both died on

one day. And when andronicus saw [this] he feU upon

the ground, and Tfol. 1286 2] he cast himself before the picture

of our Lord Jesus Christ, and wept, saying, ''Naked was I

when I came forth from my mother's womb, and naked shall

I be when I go to God; God gave, God took away, blessed be

the Name of God for ever." And their mother, in the intensity

of her grief, wanted to kiU herself, and weeping she came into

the sanctuary to the place where her children were buried. And

during the night she saw, as it were, a monk who said unto

her, "Weep not for the death of thy children, but weep for

thyself, for thy children are rejoicing in the kingdom of the

heavens." And when she heard this she went and told her

husband, and they decided to renounce the world. And they

distributed their money among the poor and needy, and went

forth by night, and came to Alexandria, and andronicus

left his wife there and departed to the desert of scete, and

became a monk with Abba daniel; then he went back and

took his wife to Upper Egypt, and placed her in a house of
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virgins and left her there. And when andronicus had lived
with Abba daniel for twelve years, he asked that he might
go to Jerusalem so that he might be blessed in the holy places.
And whilst he was on the road thither, behold, by the Will of
God, his wife met him, for she also wished to receive a blessing
in the holy places. Now, by reason of her labour and vigil her
face had become so changed that he did not know her, but she
knew him because his face had not changed. And having
visited the holy places they returned to the city of [fol. 1286 3]
Alexandria. And Abba daniel had knowledge by the Holy
Spirit, and he said unto andronicus, "Dwell in a place with
that monk who hath been thy companion, for he is holy";
and they dwelt [there] twelve years, and there was none who
knew that the companion of andronicus was a woman, but
they called her "athanasia." And Abba daniel visited
them on one occasion, and spake to them concerning the profit
of their souls. And athanasia having fallen sick, andro-
nicus went to Abba daniel and said imto him, "My com-
panion is going to die, come and visit him." When Abba
DANIEL arrived he found that she was very ill, and she said
unto him, "Abba, I want thee to administer unto me the
Offering," and Abba daniel devoted himself to the matter,
and administered unto her the Holy Mysteries, and she died
straightway; and there rose up a sweet odour and filled the
place. And when andronicus wanted to wrap her up for
burial, he discovered by her hair that she was a woman ; and
they found on the body a paper whereon her history' was
written, and a token which she left to her husband. And when
ANDRONICUS had read the paper, and knew that she was his
wife, his mind became obscured, and he began to beat his face
and to lament. And after a few days, now, he had become sick,
the aged men came and received his blessing, and having
received the Offering, he died and entered into the kingdom of
heaven. Salutation to andronicus. [fol. 129a i] Salutation
to ATHANASIA.

Salutation to Abraham, isaac, and jacob, the aged men
of Israel.

Salutation to maskal kebrA.
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And on this day also died the blessed man, the fighter, the

worker of wonders, Abba philip, father of the CouncU of the

holy city of dabra LiBAN6s. Of this holy man it was re-

ported that he used to work signs and wonders. And by the

Wm of God he came to his native place in the mtenor of the

desert in the days when Abuna takla hAymanot lived

there 'to be his son, and that saint received him joyfully and

he knew, by the spirit, that he was to be a chosen vessel. And

after he had tried him with spiritual exercises of all kmds, he

arrayed him in the garb of the monk. And Abba philip

fought the fight, and made himself to be like unto takla

hAymAnot. And when Abba takla hAymAn5t died,

PHILIP was set upon the throne of Abba elisha. After a

little [time] one of the sons of the Abuna died, and when they

wanted to wrap him up in cloths for burial, he moved himself and

spake saying, "Abuna takla hAymAnot, [fol. 129^2] elisha

shall come to me, and philip shall sit upon thy throne";

and having said this he died. And then they appointed philip

to be the Abuna. And he followed a right course, like his father,

and he received beatings and tribulations, as he ministered for

righteousness' sake; and he died under persecution (or, m
exile), and he departed to God, bearing the crown of praise.

Salutation to PHILIP.

XXIX. HAMLi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is celebrated the festival of the birth of our

LORD, and God, and Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Salutation to

Thy Birth, O our Redeemer.

And on this day also is celebrated the festival of the transla-

tion of the body of Saint thaddeus, the apostle, from the

country of Syria to the city of Constantinia. [fol. 129 a 3] The

righteous and Christ-loving Emperor constantine had it

translated, and he built a beautiful church, and consecrated it.
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as It were this day, and laid thaddeus within it; and many
signs and miracles appeared through his body. Salutation to
the translation of thy body, O thaddeus.

And on this day also Samt war£st£fA (or, warsan6fA
barsan6fA?) became a martyr. This saint was a learned
and orthodox, and kindly ascetic. The people wanted to make
him a bishop but he fled from them, and having come to a certain
city he dwelt with two Christ-loving brethren. And the angel
of God appeared unto him, and commanded him to confess
our Lord Jesus Christ, and to receive the crown of martyrdom
When he awoke from his sleep he told the brethren what he
had seen, and they all agreed together and went to the governor
and confessed our Lord Jesus Christ before him. And the
governor tortured them severely, and then cast them into
pnson until he went to the city of senhur, when he took them
with hun, and again tortured them there severely. And at the
time when he was torturing them the angel of God appeared
unto them, and strengthened them, and enabled them to endure
[fol. 1296 I] and healed their wounds; and after this the gover-
nor took them to the city of d hA and tortured them there. And
then the governor gathered together many confessors, and had
read to them the roll containing the Edict of the emperor in
respect of the worship of idols; and this Saint warest£fA
seized the roll, and tore it in pieces. And the governor was
exceedingly wroth, and he commanded the soldiers to heat a
furnace red-hot and to cast the saint therein, and they did as
the governor commanded, and thus he finished his martyrdom
in the furnace. And as for the other two brethren the soldiers
cut off their heads with the sword and the saints received the
crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. Salutation
to war£sn6s (sic).
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XXX. HAMLfe

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day mercurius and ephraim, the holy Galileans,

became martyrs. These saints were loving brethren in the

spirit, and kinsmen in the flesh, and they were of the men of

the city of 'akmim. They made an agreement together in the

spirit, and they became monks in the same monastery in Upper

Egypt, and they lived therein fighting the fight with fasting,

and prayer, [fol. 1296 2] and prostrations and vigils, for a period

of twenty years. And Satan, the Enemy, brought tribulation

upon the churches, through the followers of arius, who denied

[Christ] ; and they came, by the commandment of the Emperor

CONSTANTINE, to administer the temples of the orthodox.

And these saints rose up and came into the church and cast

aside the bread which the wicked Arians, the deniers of Christ,

had laid there, and they said unto the people, ''He who hath

not been baptized in the Name of the Holy Trinity is only fit

to offer up an offering on the altar of idols." And the Arians

seized the saints and beat them very severely, and the soldiers

threw them down upon the ground and trampled upon them

with their feet until their members and their bones were broken.

And they delivered their souls into the hand of our Lord Jesus

Christ and received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of

the heavens. And certain believing men came, and they took

the bodies of the saints, and wrapped them up in cloths, and

laid them in a fair place. Salutation to mercurius and

EPHRAIM.

[fol. 129 & 3] And on this day also took place the translation

of the body of Abba timothy, Archbishop of the city of

Alexandria, from m£sr (cairo) to the monastery of Abba

MACARius in the desert of scete.

And on this day also died the blessed paul, the monk. It is

related of this renouncer of the world that he enjoyed in this
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world honour and high rank, and that he had a wife, who was
a samt, and blessed children, and that he was exceedingly rich
And he wanted to become a monk. And he called his wife and
bis children, and said imto them, ''Behold, I want to sell you for
Christ's sake"; and they said unto him, ''Thou art our god, do
what thou wishest." And he took his wife, and his sons, and
his possessions, and distributed all his money among the poor,
and he came to a house for women, and he sought out the
abbess and said unto her, "I want to sell thee this woman";
and she agreed to what he wanted. And he wrote the bill of
the sale, and handed her over to the abbess, together with what
was with her; and she became a nun. And he took his sons to
another rehgious house, and he did with them even as he had
done with their mother, and he sold them to the archimandrite,
and handed them over to him; and then he went to another
reUgious house and sold himself to the abbot. And he said unto
him, " I want to go into the church by myself,'' and the abbot
gave him permission to do so. And he went into the church,
and shut the door, and he stood up and stretched out his hands
towards heaven, and cried out with a loud voice, saying, "0
my Lord, Thou knowest that I [fol. 130a i] have come unto
Thee with aU my heart." And a voice came unto him which
said, "Behold, I know this, and I have accepted thee with all
My mind." And then he continued to perform all the hard work
which had to be done in the monastery, and he made himself
the most menial of aU the monks; but God exalted him because
of his humility, and many miracles appeared through him, and
he died in peace. Salutation to paul who sold his wife, and his
children, and himself for the sake of Christ.

And on this day also is commemorated the dedication of the
church of 'asrelyur, that is to say, the church of suryAl
(s URIEL) the angel. Salutation to the dedication of thine
house which the believers built in Constantinople.

And on this day Andrew the apostle performed many
miracles, and some of them took place when he was in the city
of the Greeks. And our Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto him.
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saying, "Rise up and [fol. 130^2] depart to mAtyAs (mat-

thew) in the Cannibal City, so that thou mayest bring him out

of prison, for the men of that city will in three days bring him

out to eat him." And Andrew said unto our Lord, "If this

will happen in three days I cannot get there [in time to save

him], therefore send an angel to bring him out of prison." And

our Lord answered and said unto Andrew, "Hearken. If I

say unto the city 'Come to Me,' it, and all those who dwell

therein, shall come [to Me]. And as for thee and thy disciple,

when the morrow cometh, rise up, and thou shalt find a ship

which is ready to sail; embark in it, and it shall bring thee

[thither]." And He gave him the salutation "Peace" and

went up into heaven in glory. And Andrew rose up, as He

had commanded him, and he came to the sea-shore. And God

prepared for him a beautiful ship, and He stayed with him in

the form of the captain, and there were two angels there in the

forms of sailors. And Andrew went to the ship and found

our Lord, Who was disguised as the captain thereof, and he

said unto Him, "Peace be unto thee, O Captain"; and our

Lord said unto him, "The peace of God be with thee." And

ANDREW said unto Him, "Whither goest thou in this ship?"

And our Lord said unto him, "To the Cannibal City." And

ANDREW said unto Him, "Every man fleeth therefrom and do

Ye travel thither?" And the Captain said unto him, "It is

necessary for us to go thither"; and Andrew said unto Him,

"I ask Thee to take me"; and the Captain said unto him, "I

agree," and He made them to embark. And as they were

travelling on the ship with our Lord as Captain, [fol. 130a 3]

He asked Andrew many things, and Andrew told Him of

many of the miracles of our Lord, not knowing that He was our

Lord. And after this the Captain slept, and Andrew and his

disciples slept, and at that moment our Lord commanded His

angels to take up Andrew, and his two disciples, and to set

them down by the sea-shore. And when Andrew woke up

from his dream, and looked at the sea-shore, and did not find

the ship, he marvelled greatly; and he said unto his disciples,

"0 my sons, we were in the ship with our Lord, and did not

know it!" And Andrew rose up and prayed, and our Lord

m

m



II74 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM
appeared unto him coming out of the city in the form of a youngman with a noble countenance (or, goodly person), and He said
unto him, "ANDREW, My beloved, fear not ! I did this because
thou didst say, 'We cannot arrive at the city in three days'
and because I wished thee to know that I have power over
everything, and that there is nothing too hard for Me [to do]
Rise up, come into the city, and bring out matthew from
pnson, and aU those who are with him." And having said these
words He went up into heaven with [great] glory. And An-drew and his two disciples rose up, and came into the city
and no one saw them. When they came to the door of the
pnson house wherein was matthew, as soon as they touched
the door it opened, and they went in and found matthew
sittmg down singmg; and Andrew embraced him. AndANDREW said unto MATTHEW, ''Thou sayest that after two
days they will take thee out, and slay thee [fol. 1306 i] Hke a
beast, and eat thy body; but thou hast forgotten those mys-
tenes which we saw with our Lord, and that when we spake
there, the heavens quaked." And matthew said unto him
''Behold, I know this, O my brother, but I say that if it be the
WiU of our Lord, I shall come to an end in this city. -Hast thou
not heard in the Holy Gospel the words which say, 'I send you
forth hke sheep among wolves? ' But as for me, when they cast
me mto the prison house I cried unto God, and He revealed
Hunself unto me, and He said unto me, 'Fear not: at the end
of three days I wiU send unto you Andrew, and he shall bring
thee out from the prison house, thee and all those who are with
thee.' And behold thou hast come; consider what thou wilt do."
And ANDREW looked at the men who were in the prison house
and were fettered like beasts, and he began to speak and cursed
Satan and aU his hosts. And Andrew and matthew made
entreaty to God, and He heard their prayer, and they laid their
hands on the men who were in the prison house, and they
opened their eyes, and their senses returned to them, and they
commanded the apostles to go out from the city. And Andrew
and MATTHEW went out on the city road, and they sat down
until they knew what would happen. And the men of the city
came to the prison house to roast those who were bound therein,
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and to devour them according to their custom, and they found

the gates of the prison open, and the prisoners not there. And

they said, "Woe be unto us! What hath come upon us?"

And Satan took the form of a man and spake unto the men of

the city, [fol. 13062] and the people ran with eagerness and

seized Andrew and matthew, and dragged them along the

road of the city, until their blood ran out of them like water,

and then they cast them into prison. And the apostles prayed

to God, and when they had finished their prayer they drew nigh

unto a pillar on which was an image, and they said unto it,

"Be afraid of the sign of the Cross which we make over thee,

and pour out from beneath thee water in a vast quantity, like

unto a flood, upon this city and upon all those who dwell

therein." And there sprang up from beneath it a vast quantity

of water, which was exceedingly bitter and like salt, and it

threatened to sweep away the city, and all those who were in

it. And the men of the city took up their children, and their

parents, and wanted to flee therefrom, but the pillar poured

forth more and more water until it reached the necks of the

people, and was about to drown them. And they wept, saying,

"Woe be unto us! This wrath hath come upon us because of

the two excellent men who are servants of God; we will believe

in their God." And Andrew said unto the pillar, ''Hold,

enough! Behold, the time of the flood hath passed, and the

time for sowing seed in the hearts of the men of this city hath

come. It is the truth which I speak unto thee. When I have

built a church in this city, I will set thee in it, and they shall

decorate thee"; and the water which was flowing from under

the image stood (i.e. ceased). And when the men of the city

saw that the water had stopped, they went to the apostles and

walked with them, and the water receded before them. And
the apostles stretched out their hands, and prayed to God, and

the earth opened and swallowed up [fol. 1306 3] the men who
were in the habit of slaying people; and when the multitude

saw this they were afraid. And the apostles said unto them,

"Fear not, but believe in God, we will not forsake you until

we have given you life." And the apostles prayed again, and

they raised from the dead those who had died in the water, and
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those whom the earth had swallowed up, and they baptized in
that water all the men of the city, in the Name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. And they administered
unto them the Holy Mysteries, and built them a church, and
said unto them, "Observe the commandments which we give
you until the end of your days, and teach them unto your
children who shaU come after you, and entreat God to remove
from you the laxity which is caused by eating the flesh of men,
and to give you understanding so that ye may eat the food of
men." And the apostles performed many miracles and wonders,
and they healed many sick folk, and then departed from that
city. And Andrew departed to the country of the Greeks
with his two disciples. Salutation to Andrew and matthew.

Here endeth the section which is to be read during the month
of Hamle, and Glory be to God

!

THE TWELFTH MONTH—NAHASSfi
(august 4-september 2)

[fol. 132 a i] In the blessed month of Nahasse the day con-

taineth thirteen hours, and then the number lesseneth.

I. NahassI^

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day the blessed Saint Abba 'abo Li, the son of

JUSTUS, became a martyr. To this holy man belonged the

kingdom of Rome. When he had fought in the war, and re-

turned to the city of Antioch, he found that diocletian had

denied Christ, and had set up the worship of idols. He was able

to destroy diocletian and to take his kingdom from him,

but he meditated upon a heavenly kingdom which never passeth

away; and diocletian urged him, with many persuasive

words, [to worship idols,] but he would not hearken unto him.

And after this Justus urged the saint, until diocletian
wrote the order, and sent it to Justus, and his wife theo-
KLERA, and his son 'abSl!, who is commemorated this day,

and he sent them to the country of Egypt, toHERMiNius(?),
governor of the city of Alexandria, and he said in his letter,

"When JUSTUS, and his wife, and his son 'ab6l! arrive,

persuade them to offer sacrifice to the gods, and if they will

not do so, separate them from each other, and send them each

alone into the city." And that night our Lord Jesus Christ

appeared unto Justus and his wife, and his son, and comforted

them and encouraged them, and He told them what was going

to happen to them, and He promised [to receive] them in His

heavenly abode. And when they arrived in the city of Alex-

andria, and HERMiNius (?) the governor saw them, he mar-

velled greatly at them, and wondered why [fol. 132 a 2] they

had forsaken their royal position. And the governor did not



II78 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

dare to speak abusive words to them, but he addressed them

with words of courtesy, and persuaded them earnestly to return

to their honourable estate; but they would not hearken unto

him. And straightway he became filled with wrath at Justus,

and he separated them from each other; Justus he sent to

the city of an tinge, and his wife to the city of sA, and his

son 'aboli to the city of bastA; and he gave to each of them

one of their servants to minister unto them. And when Abba
'ABdLi had arrived in the city of bastA, he confessed our Lord

Jesus Christ before the governor, who tortured him severely,

and burnt him with fire, and put him on the wheel, and cut off

his limbs, and cast him to the lions. And God gave him strength,

and delivered him, and raised him up whole and uninjured

from the tortures. And when many of the men who were there

saw what happened to Saint 'aboli, after the torturing, they

marvelled exceedingly, and they believed on our Lord Jesus

Christ and became martyrs. And the governor was wroth with

the saint, and he commanded his soldiers to flay off his skin,

and to dip rags of sackcloth in vinegar and salt, and to rub all

his wounds therewith
;
[and they did so,] and then they laid his

skin upon his shoulders, and took him round throii^gh all the

city. And the saint prayed and said, "O my Lord Jesus Christ,

Thou Son of the Living (}od, help me and deliver me from this

tribulation"; and forthwith the angel michael came to him,

and touched his body, and healed his wounds; and the [fol.

132 a 3] governor commanded the soldiers to take him into the

prison house until he could decide what he should do with him.

And the saint stood up and prayed in prison, and whilst he was

praying our Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto him, and He said

imto him, ** Peace be unto thee, O My chosen one 'aboli, be

strong and fear not, for I will be with thee imtil the end of

thy fight
"

; and when He had said this unto him He went up

into heaven in great glory. And Saint 'abol! rejoiced with a

great joy when he saw our Lord Jesus Christ. And there was a

certain rich man whose name was 'abskiron, and who had

two sons, and he brought some workmen to pull down the wall

of his house and to rebuild it ; and he commanded his two sons

to stand by them imtil they finished their work. And when
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the workmen went up on the wall it fell down and killed twelve
of the workmen, and the two sons of the rich man ; and when
the rich man heard what had happened he rent his garments,
and cried out and wept. And he went to Saint Abba 'abol!,
and bowed low at his feet and said unto him, '* Have compassion
upon me, for my two sons are dead with the seventeen [sic)

workmen, if thou wilt raise them up from the dead I will

believe on thy God.'' And when he had said this unto him,
the holy man rose up and prayed, saying, ''O my Lord Jesus
Christ, Who hast chosen me to suffer for Thy holy Name's
sake, do Thou make manifest Thy power over the men who are

dead, and raise them up from the dead, so that all men may
believe, [fol. 1326 i] and that all men may know that there is

no other God beside Thee; for Thine is the glory for ever and
ever. Amen." And he took his skin and spread it out over those
men, saying, ''In the Name of my Lord Jesus Christ, the Son
of the Living God, do ye all rise up alive " ; and he took them by
their hands, and raised them up, and all the people were looking
on. And straightway they all cried out, saying, ''One is the
God of the Christians, Jesus Christ, the God of Saint 'ab6li."
And straightway 'abskiron bowed down before the saint,

saying, "Now do I know that Jesus Christ is the Great God:
I believe on Him"; and all the men of his house believed
with him, and the governor was put to shame. And our Lord
Jesus Christ appeared imto the saint and made him a promise,
saying, "O My chosen one 'abol!, Whosoever shall ask Me
for help in thy name when tribulation cometh upon him, I will

hear his prayer and will fulfil all his petition and desire. And
I will make to dwell in My kingdom whosoever shall build a
church in thy name. And I will write upon the lips of the four

beasts, and I will make to rest in the bosom of Abraham,
ISAAC, and jacob, and will make to eat of the dainty things

of the Garden of Delight, every one who shall write down the

story of thy fight, or shall read it, or shall make someone else

to hear it. And even if he hath committed many sins, but
doth repent, I will forgive him his sins. And I will forgive [fol.

132 h 2] the sins of every one who shall feed the hungry in thy
name, and I will make him to eat of the fruits of the Garden;
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and My peace shall be with thee. Amen." And when our

Redeemer had said these things unto him. He gave him the

salutation "Peace," and went up into heaven with great glory.

And when the governor became tired of torturing him he com-

manded the soldiers to cut off his head with the sword, and they

cut off his holy head with the sword, and he received the crown

of martjnrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. And his body

resteth in the monastery of han dak, outside the city of

MfeSR(cAiRo), and many signs and wonders take place through

it, and great healings. Salutation to 'aboli. Salutation to

you, O ye company of two hundred and forty men and women
who were tortured and beheaded with Saint 'ABdLi.

And on this day also are commemorated Saint hAnn ah,

the mother of our Lady MARY, and hannah the prophetess,

the daughter of PANufeL.

Salutation to the three virgins pistis (faith), 'alApis

(hope), and 'agapis (charity), who suffered martyrdom,

but whose beauty was unspoiled by the smoke, and whose

bodies were unconsumed by the fire.

[fol. 132 & 3] And the fathers have commanded that on this

day the people shall celebrate the commemoration of the

honourable men Joseph and nicodemus, who were held to

be worthy to become ministers of the Divine Mystery. And

they brought down from the Cross the Body of our Lord Jesus

Christ, the Son of the Living God, when He had fulfilled the

Law of the Incarnation in every respect, with the exception of

sin, and He had accepted suffering and death for the sake of the

salvation of the [world]. So little did the terror of the Jews

frighten them that they asked pilate to give them His Body,

and when pilate gave them permission to carry Him away,

they took Him down from the Cross, having withdrawn the

nails from out of His hands and His feet, and they bore Him
away on their shoulders. And they heard a voice which came

forth from His dead Body, saying, "Holy is the Lord, Holy is

the Power, Holy is the Life Which dieth not, and Which the
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holy Virgin mary bore! Have compassion upon us, O Lord.

Holy is the Lord, Holy is the Power, Holy is the Life Which
dieth not. Which was baptized in the Jordan, and was himg
upon the wood of the Cross. Have compassion upon us, O
Lord. Holy is the Lord, Holy is the Power, Holy is the Life

Which dieth not. Which was raised up from the dead on the

third day, Who went up into heaven with praise and sat down
on the right hand of His Father, Who shall come again to judge

the living and the dead. Have compassion upon us, O Lord.

Glory be to the Father. Glory be to the Son. Glory be to the

Holy Spirit, now and henceforth and for ever. Amen. So be it

!

So be it!" And when they heard this their Faith in Christ was
strengthened. And Joseph brought [fol. 133a i] linen cloths,

and NICODEMUS brought perfumed unguents, and they wrap-

ped our Lord in them, and buried Him in a new grave. And
this JOSEPH was a kinsman to nicodemus, the brother of

CLEOPHAS, the kinsman of Stephen the martyr. And
NICODEMUS was the Pharisee, and the legate of the Jews,

who went by night to our Lord Jesus Christ, and . . . His coming
from heaven. And our Lord told him that it was impossible

for a man to enter into the kingdom of the heavens, who was
not bom of water and of the Holy Spirit ; and nicodemus used

frequently to rebuke the Jews when they derided the words
of our Lord. And after His Resurrection, as they were travelling

along the road to emmaus, it was these two, cleophas and
nicodemus, whom our Lord met; and they told Him every-

thing which had happened in Jerusalem, without recognizing

Him. And He told them that the prophets had prophesied

concerning His Death and Resurrection; and then when they

recognized Him, He disappeared from them. And they brought

His words to His disciples. And Joseph the Jews bound fast

in prison, and they wanted to kill him, because he had buried

our Lord. And although the door of the prison was sealed with

the seal of pilate, and with the seals of the high priests,

our Lord Jesus came to the place where Joseph was, and

He was mounted on the chariot of the Cherubim, and with

Him there were thousands of thousands, and tens of thousands

of tens of thousands of angels, and surAfel standing roimd
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about Him, and burning incense before Him. And the thief

who was on His right hand stood on the right of Him wearing

shining raiment, and he was making intercession for sinners,

because he had foimd favour before Him; and the keepers of

the house [fol. 133 a 2] were terrified, and trembhng seized them.

And then our Lord cried out to Joseph and said unto him,

"Be not afraid of the terrors of the Jews. Behold I have come

to unloose thy bonds. I am that Jesus, the Nazarene, in Whose

suffering thou didst participate. Look at the nail [marks] in

My hands and feet, and the mark of the spear in My side, so

that thou mayest know that of a truth I am He.*' Then He

caught up JOSEPH from that place, and took him to the city of

'armAtyas. And the keepers of the prison house, having

gone to PILATE, told him everjrthing which they had seen,

and what they had heard from the mouth of our Lord, and how

He had set free Joseph and taken him away with Him. And
when the high priests went [there] they found the doors of the

prison open and their seals vmbroken. And these saints con-

tinued to preach the Gospel with the Disciples, and very much
tribulation came upon them; and then they died in peace.

Salutation to Joseph the rich man who begged the body of

Jesus from pilate. Salutation to nicodemus who believed

on the Son of marv.

IL NAHASSi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

[fol. 133a 3] On this day died Saint athanasia. This holy

woman was a native of the city of manuf, and her parents

were rich. When they died she arrived in her mind at the wise

decision to make her house a dwellingplace for monks and

pilgrims, and this she carried into effect. And she used to re-

ceive all those who came to her, and she gave them whatsoever

they needed, and at length she came to the end of her money.

And certain evil men, whose actions were abominable, gathered

together, and they corrupted her mind and induced her to
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commit sin, which she used to do continually, instead of doing

what was good. And the holy old men of the desert of scete

heard the story of her, and they sorrowed for her with very

great sorrow. And they called Abba john the Short and in-

formed him of what had happened to her, and they asked him

to go to her, and to shew her affection in return for the many

kind acts which she had done to them, and to save her soul.

And he submitted unto them in this matter, and asked them to

help him by their prayers. And Saint Abba john rose up and

departed, and came to the place where athanasia was, and

he said unto the woman who kept the door of her house,

" Inform thy mistress of my arrival." And when the woman had

informed her about the arrival of the saint, she thought that

he had come to her for the purpose of committing sin, and she

adorned herself and sat upon her couch. Then she called him,

and he came unto her singing these words, "Even if I have to

go amid the shadows of death I will fear [no] evil, for Thou art

with me" (Psalm xxiii, 4). And when the saint came to her

she made him to sit by her side upon her bed, and he looked at

her and [fol. 1336 i] said unto her, ''Why dost thou belittle

our Lord Jesus Christ? Why hast thou forsaken thy good deeds

and turned thyself to this evil course of life? " And when she

heard his words she trembled, and she knew that her heart

was melting; and the saint bowed his head and wept. And she

asked him, saying, "Why dost thou weep? " And he answered

and said imto her, "Because I see the Satans playing on thy

face, and therefore I weep for thee." And she answered and

said unto him, "Is it necessary for me to repent?" And the

saint said unto her, "Yea." And she said unto him, "Take me

away, and carry me whithersoever thou wishest"; and he said

unto her, " Come," and she followed him, and they departed and

came into the desert. And when the eventide was come he

said unto her, "Sleep by thyself," and after he had finished

his prayer he lay down at a distance from her. And when he

rose up at midnight to pray he saw a pillar of light shining upon

her, and the pillar reached from earth to heaven, and he saw

the angel of God bearing away her soul. And he rose up and

went to her, and he found that she was dead, and he cast himself

T-
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upon the ground and prayed God to give him information

concerning her. And there came unto him a voice, saying,

"God accepted her repentance when she repented more readily

than He did the repentance of those who were in a state of

repentance for many years, and who repented even Hke her."

And Saint JOHN went and told the holy old men everything

which had happened unto her, and the saints came and made
her ready for burial and buried her. [fol. 1336 2] Salutation to

ATHANASIA.

And on this day also are commemorated Saint deminA (or,

demersat) and her brother.

And on this day also died Saint eupraxia. This holy

woman belonged to a race of kings. The name of her father,

who was a royal councillor, was "'ATfeKHANOS,*' and the name
of her mother was "eupraxia," and they fasted, and prayed

to God that He would give them a son; and when they had
gotten this saint, they called her by her mother's name "eu-
praxia." And after a few days her father died, and the king

and queen mourned for him, and her mother took Saint eu-
praxia to a house of virgins when she was six years old. And
when she saw the beauty of the excellence of the virgins, she

said imto them, "Why do ye lead this life of service?" And
they told her, saying, "It is for Christ's sake." And she said

unto them, "Where is Christ? " And they shewed her a picture

of Christ, and she came up to it, and bowed low before it, and
kissed its feet. And she went to the deacons, and asked [them]

to receive her as a mm, and they told her mother, and her

mother gave her to the deaconess; [fol. 1336 3] and her mother,

having handed her over to the care of all the virgins, left her

and departed. And after a few days eupraxia, her mother,

died, and the saint assumed the garb of the monastic life; and
she fought the spiritual fight continually and faisted every

eighth day. And Satan was envious of her, and tempted her,

and sometimes he threw her into the water, and sometimes he

wounded her with the axe when she was cutting up wood, and
sometimes he poured boiling water over her, but nothing harmed
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her. And she continued to minister unto the virgins, to each

in her turn. Sometimes they commanded her to tend the

furnace, and sometimes to bake the bread, and sometimes to

draw water, and she never hesitated to perform these works.

She never lay down upon the ground, but stood upright for

forty days at a time, until at length the virgins marvelled at

the severity of her fight. And God made manifest by her hands

signs and wonders, and the sick were healed, and the devils

went out, and the lame walked, and the blind saw, when she

prayed over them. And there was a certain virgin whose name

was !yalyA, and it was she who taught eupraxia to read

and to write, and the duties of the ascetic hfe; she was her

companion in every work, and they loved each other very

much. And when she was thirty years of age she saw a vision

wherein the deacons were taking up eupraxia into the royal

palace, wherein was the heavenly Bridegroom and never-ending

joy; and when she woke up she knew that the death of eu-

praxia was nigh. And on the following day she told the virgins,

and when they went to eupraxia they found that she was in

a high fever. And they wept over her, and asked her to pray

over [fol. 134a i] them, and she blessed them, and died, and

she was buried in the tomb of her mother, at whose tomb she

had prayed three days before. Salutation to eupraxia.

III. NAHASSi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the glorious holy father, the ascetic

and fighter, Abba simon of the Pillar. This saint came from

the island of soryA. When his days were three years, his

father set him to tend his sheep. And he used to go to church

frequently and hear the Holy Scriptures, and the grace of God

moved him, and he went to a certain monastery and became a

monk, and devoted himself to the ascetic Ufe and fought the

spiritual fight for many years. And he used to carry loads of

dust and ashes upon his head, and he aflBiicted his soul with

t
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fasting and much prayer, and with prolonged periods of thirst.
And then he tied a cord so tightly about his waist that it sank
into his body, and very stinking worms used to issue from the
wound. And his brother monks were distressed at his filthy
smell, and at his dirtiness, and [fol. 134a 2] they all gathered
together and came to the abbot, and said unto him, "If thou
dost not expel this monk simon from among us, we shall all

forsake thee and depart." And the abbot said unto them, *' What
hath he done?" And they said unto him, "Call him, and see
what he hath done"; and the abbot called Saint Abba simon.
And when simon stood before him the abbot saw blood, mixed
with pus, flowing down upon his feet, and it was an exceedingly
hard matter for the abbot. And he opened Simon's apparel
and saw the rope which had cut into his flesh, and the abbot
was wroth with him, and said unto him, "Why hast thou dared
to do this thing, which thou wishedst to do with such toil?"
And the abbot had the rope taken off the saint's body. And
they contmued to treat him in this saving manner for a space
of fifty days, until his wound was healed. And the abbot said
unto him, "O my son simon, depart whithersoever thou
wishest." And he went forth from them, and departed, and
came unto a dry pit, and he dwelt therein with serpents and
scorpions. And the abbot saw a vision by night wherein it

seemed that one said unto him, "Why didst thou send away
My servant simon? Seek him, and bring him back, for it

shall be better for him than for thee in the Day of Judgement "
;

and the voice rebuked him very severely because of the going
forth of Abba simon from the monastery. And when the
morning had come, the abbot told all the brethren what he
had seen, and how the voice had rebuked him because of Saint
simon; and the brethren were frightened, and were exceedingly
sorry. And the abbot said unto them, "Depart ye and search
for him in every place, and come not back to me until ye have
found him." And they departed and searched for him in many
places, [fol. 134a 3] but they found him not. And after this
they went to that pit, and they lighted a lamp, and they saw
him seated with the serpents and scorpions, without food and
without drink; and they let down a rope to him, and they drew
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him up out of the pit, and they bowed low before him and said

unto him, "Forgive us our sin." And Saint Abba simon said

unto them, "Forgive ye me for having caused you all sorrow,

for I have transgressed the command of my teacher the abbot."

And from the time when he took up his abode in the pit until

they took him out he had neither eaten bread nor drunk water

;

and they took him to the monastery, and he lived there a life

of stern self-denial, and he fought many spiritual fights. And
when they had set him in the monastery, he craved not for the

glory of this fleeting world, and he left the brethren and fled

from them, and departed secretly, and came to a certain rock,

and stood up before it for sixty days without sleeping. And
after this the angel of the Lord came unto him, and comforted

him, and made him to know that God had called him for the

salvation of many souls. And then he stood for fifteen years

upon a pillar, the height whereof was thirty cubits, and he

performed signs and many wonders, and great healings; and

he used to teach all those who came unto him. And his father

sought him but foimd him not, and he died before he could

see him. And after many years his mother heard the report of

him, and she came to him whilst he was standing on the pillar,

and she wept greatly; and then she used to sleep under the

pillar of the saint. And the saint asked God to deal graciously

with her, [fol. 1346 i] and she died whilst she was sleeping, and

they buried her under the pillar of the saint. And Satan became

envious of the saint ; and smote him a severe blow in one foot,

and it became diseased, but he stood upon the other foot for

many years, until the diseased foot rotted, and worms dropped

on the ground from it. And the captain of a gang of thieves

came to him and repented under his direction, and he lived a

few days [there] and died. And the saint asked our Lord Jesus

Christ, and a spring of water sprang up at the foot of the pillar,

for the use of those people who used to come to him to drink

water for their troubles. And after thishe departed to another high

pillar and he stood upon it for thirty years. And when he had

completed eight and forty years, during which time he Uved

the ascetic life and fought the spiritual fight, he departed to

the God Whom he loved, having converted many infidels and

t
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pagans, and brought them into the Faith of our Lord Jesus

Christ. And he taught many men, and arrayed them in the

garb of the monastic Hfe, and they became hke angels of God;
and he died in peace and inherited the kingdom of heaven.

And when the Archbishop of Antioch heard that Saint Abba
SIMON was dead, he came, bringing with him priests, and
deacons, and officers, and they took away the body of Saint

SIMON with great honour, and brought it to the city of Alex-

andria, with spiritual songs and psalms. And they laid it in

a church there, and many signs, and wonders, and great healings

took place through it. [fol. 1346 2] Salutation to simon of

the Pillar.

And on this day also died Saint SOPHIA. This saint was a

kinswoman of a race of kings, and she had riches and possessions,

and she crossed the Sea of Rome with her three daughters to

receive the seal of Christ. And the Emperor andrianus,
knowing that she was a Christian, had her and her daughters

brought before him, and questioned her about her coimtry and
her name; and she said unto him, "The name which comes first

with me is that of 'christian'; as for what my kinsfolk call

me, it is
'

Sophia,' and I am of a noble family of Italy. And
the Lord Jesus Christ hath in His mercy brought me into thy
city, that I may offer myself and my daughters as an offering."

And she encouraged her daughters, and bade them not to fear

the tortures. And after this her three daughters finished their

testimony, and she wrapped them in shrouds and buried them
outside the city. And she went out to celebrate the com-
memoration of her three daughters with many other women of

the city, and when she arrived at their graves, she bowed down
and prayed, saying, ''O my perfect daughters who are crowned
with crowns incorruptible, may I too receive a crown with you

! ''

And having said these words she died in peace, [fol. 134 ft 3]

and was buried with her daughters. Salutation to sophi A.

Salutation to the translation of the body of mercurius,
the fighter, which was taken to a new grave on the backs of

three oxen.
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IV. NAHASSi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died King hezekiah, son of ahaz, of the seed

of DAVID, of the cribe of judah. After david, the prophet,

there was never appointed any king over the children of Israel

like unto this saint, for all the kings of Israel worshipped idols,

and built altars to them, with the exception of this king. When

he reigned he broke the idols, and laid waste their altars, and

broke in pieces the serpent of brass because the children of

Israel worshipped it; and because he had done the things

which were good God rewarded him by adding greatly to his

days. In the fourteenth year of his kingdom sanAkr^m
(SENNACHERIB), the King of fArs (PERSIA), came and

besieged Jerusalem. Now sanAkrem (sennacherib) was

a very great and most [fol. 135 a i] powerftd king, and there

was no king as strong and mighty in his days, and all the [other]

kings were afraid, and were subject unto him. And hezekiah

was afraid of him, and sent to him much money and tribute

;

but sanAkr^m (sennacherib) was not pleased with

him, and would receive nothing whatsoever from him. And

sanAkrem (sennacherib) sent an angry message to

hezekiah, and he uttered many threats against him, and

promised that he would destroy him, and blot out his city.

And he reviled God, the Glorious and Most High, with his foul

tongue, saying, ''God is not able to deliver thee out of my hand "

;

and then he sent to hezekiah two letters, wherein were

written wrathful blasphemies. And hezekiah wept, and rent

his garments, and he put on hair sackcloth, and went into the

house of God and prayed before Him, saying, ''Thou O God

knowest what sanAkrem (sennacherib) the king and his

messengers are saying. This king worshippeth the gods of the

land which are of wood and stone, but Thou, O God, alone art

the Lord God, the Sustainer of the Universe." And then

HEZEKIAH sent a letter to isaiah the prophet, and made

hun to know what sanAkrem (sennacherib), the King of

fArs (PERSIA), was saying; and he asked him to pray for him.
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And ISAIAH answered him with the word of God, saying, "Be of
good courage and fear not, for God is about to do unto sanA-
KRtM (SENNACHERIB) an awful thing, the hke whereof hath
never been heard of in all the earth/' And that night michael,
the angel of God, [fol. 135 a 2] came down from heaven, and
slew in the camp of sanakrem (sennacherib) one hundred
and fourscore and five thousand men in a moment. And when
[the Persians] woke up and found that their hosts were slain,

those who were left of the slaughter fled to the country of

fArs (PERSIA), together with the king. And sanAkr^m
(SENNACHERIB) came into [the temple of] his gods to pray,
and his sons rose up against him and slew him, and hezekiah
escaped from his hand and praised God. And when the time drew
nigh for HEZEKIAH to die, ISAIAH the prophet came unto him,
and found him lying sick of a most serious sickness, and he
said unto him, "Give commands to thy sons, for behold, thou
shalt die." And hezekiah prayed before God, and God sent
ISAIAH unto him a second tune, and made known to him that
God had added to his days another fifteen years ; and when he
required from isaiah a sign, he made the sun to go back for

him on the sun-dial. And all the kings of the earth were afraid
of hezekiah, and they brought tribute unto him, because
they knew that God was with him; and he continued in his

kingdom nine and twenty years, and all the days of his life were
four and fifty years, and he pleased God [and died] in peace.
And the prayer of the saint which he uttered through the Holy
Spirit when he was healed of his sickness is written in the
Psalms of DAVID. Salutation to hezekiah.

[fol. 135 a 3] And on this day also the saints david and his
brethren, and phi lip, became martyrs in the city of s£ng£rA,
in the north of Egypt. Salutation to david and his brethren
who became martyrs in the land of sengAr {sic).

And on this day also died Abba matthew, the anchorite.
This saint dwelt in the desert, and wore hair sackcloth, Hke a
sheep, and he taught marmehnAm to believe on Christ, and
he cleansed sArA of her leprosy. Salutation to matthew.
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V. NAHASSt
•

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died Abba Abraham, the second. The parents

of this saint were exceedingly rich, and they brought him up in

the admonition and fear of God. And when he was grown up,

they brought in a wife for him against his will, .and on the

seventh [fol. 135 &i] day, when he was sitting on his couch,

the grace of God moved him, and he went forth from his mar-

riage-chamber, the light guiding him, and he found an empty
house, and he took up his abode therein. And he built up the

door thereof, leaving only a small opening through which his

food might be handed in to him. Ten years after he had left

the world his father and his mother died, leaving him many
possessions, which he distributed among the poor and needy.

And he lived a life of fasting and prayer, and he possessed

nothing except a head cloth, a tunic, a sackcloth coat, a bowl

for water, and a coarse carpet for his bed ; and in such circum-

stances he fought the fight for fifty years. The men in a certain

city, from little to great, were pagans, and there was no man
who was able to convert them to the True Faith. One day

when the bishop remembered the faith and the wisdom of Abba
ABRAHAM, he Urged him to become a priest, and to make the

pagans believe; and with difficulty he appointed him a priest,

and sent him thither. And having come into their city, he

built a church, and made prayer therein, and he entreated God
to convert them to the knowledge of Himself. And one day

he came into the house of their idols, and cast them down from

their seats. And when the men of the city saw this, they were

filled with wrath, and beat him, and cast him out of the city,

but when the night came they found him in the church praying.

And they also bound him with a rope, and dragged him outside

the city, and they cast stones at him, and left him well-nigh

dead, and went away. And having risen up, by the might of

God, they found him praying for their conversion; and being

bound with ropes and dragged about by them [fol. 1356 2] he



II92 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

lived for three years. And when God saw his patience He turned

their hearts to beUeve on Him, and theywere baptized in the Name
of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, from the least

of them to the greatest ; and they became strong in the Faith

of Christ. And when Abba Abraham saw the strength of their

Faith, he was afraid lest they should bring upon him the pleasure

of idleness, and he prayed to God, and made the sign of the

Cross over the city. And he went forth, not knowing where to

go, and he departed to another city. And Satan, the hater of

good, set himself in opposition to him and frightened him

with many infernal devices, but the saint conquered him by

the power of his prayer. And he continued to fight many
strenuous fights, and practised severe abstinence, and not a day

passed without his shedding tears; he never laughed with his

teeth, he never smiled with his lips, he never anointed his face,

he never washed his face and feet with water; and he thought

each day that he might die that day. And when his brother,

according to the flesh, died, he left a daughter, seven years old,

whose name was martA, and her kinsfolk took her to Abba

ABRAHAM, and she was brought up imder his direction. And
he taught her the fear of God, and how to pray, and to fast,

and to weep, and she was imder his authority imtil she was

twenty years of age. And then Satan envied him, and he made

her to be on such intimate terms with a certain monk that at

length he destroyed her virginity; and she changed her apparel,

and her mm's garb, and departed to another city. And that

night the saint saw in a vision a huge serpent swallowing a dove,

and there remained a little vomit under his feet. And on the

following day when mary {sic) was missing from her place,

ABRAHAM was frightened, and he prayed to God, with tears,

[fol. 1356 3] that He would enable him to find her. And after

a few days he heard where she was, and he changed his apparel,

and wrapped his face in cloth, so that [none] might know him,

and he mounted a horse, and arrayed himself and departed to

that city; and when he arrived there, he went to the place

where she was. And when he saw her dressed like a serving

woman in a tavern, he was very sorry that she had left her

seclusion, but he did not know how he could have prevented
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her flight. And then he gave the master of the house one

dinar, which he had brought with him, so that he might prepare

for him food and drink wherewith to make merry with mary
{sic), and he pretended to her that he wished to commit sin

with her. And after supper he had her brought inside the house,

and he took her hand and looked her in the face, and when she

recognized him she became like a dead body. And he said unto

her, ''Fear not, O my daughter, for thy sin lieth upon me.

There is no man without sin, except God. Come, return to thy

old life and habit"; and she said unto him, "I will." And on

the following day he took her with him, and he set her on a

horse, which he led by the bridle, and he marched along re-

joicing, because he had snatched his daughter {sic) out of the

hand of Satan. And when he had come to his house, he shut

her up in a chamber, and she repented in sackcloth and seclusion,

and she submitted so completely to his authority that all those

who heard about her marvelled. And God made manifest

through her signs and wonders in connection with the casting

out of devils and the healing of the sick. And when Abba

ABRAHAM had watched her repentance for ten years, he died

at the age of seventy winters, praising God. And mary {sic)

lived five years longer, and [fol. 136 a i] devoted herself more

and more to the ascetic life, and to weeping by day and by

night, and then she died; and those who saw her ascribed glory

to God because of the great light which was on her face. Saluta-

tion to ABRAHAM.

And on this day also died Saint JOHN, the fighter of the

spiritual fight, the soldier. This saint had Christian parents.

He was a soldier in the army of julian, and with him were

other soldiers, and [julian] commanded them to afilict the

Christian people wheresoever they went. And he was the

soldier at the head of his companions, and pretended outwardly

to them that he hated the Christians, and wished to make war

upon them, but in secret he fought on their behalf, and did

good unto them, and gave them whatsoever they wanted. And
he used to fast and pray continually, and give alms. And he

lived a life like unto the fives of the saints, and he pleased God,
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and died in peace, and many miracles were seen at his grave.

Salutation to john, the soldier.

[fol. I36«2] And on this day also died Abba philip of

DABRA BizAN. Salutation to philip.

VI. NAHASSi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint justa (or, iyalutA) became a martjn-.

This spiritual fighter came from the country of Caesarea in

Cappadocia, and she inherited from her parents many posses-

sions; but a certain oppressor robbed her and took away all

her money, and possessions, and slaves, and handmaidens by

bribery. And when that robber knew that the saint wished to

inform against him, and expose his sins, and his Ipng words,

he informed the governor of Caesarea that she was a Christian.

And she said within herself, "The possessions of this world are

fleeting things; are they an3^hing at all? And behold, they

have robbed me, and taken them away by force; but if I gain

possession of the habitation which is in heaven, no one will be

able to take it from me." And when she came to the governor

and stood up before him, she confessed boldly, saying, "I am
a Christian, I believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the

[fol. 136a 3] Living God, the Creator of the heavens and the

earth and of all that in them is." And the governor was wroth,

and he commanded the soldiers, and they cast her into the fire,

and she deUvered up her sovil into the hand of God. And the

fire neither touched her, nor harmed her in the least degree,

and they took her body out of the fire as if it had come forth

from water. And instead of her money and possessions, she

received an everlasting and never ending kingdom; and Saint

BASIL praised her greatly. Salutation to justa.

And on this day also died the holy father and spiritual fighter

Abba wisA, the disciple of Abbi siN6DA, and he Uved under
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his authority for many years. And Saint Abba s}n6dA revealed

unto him many of the mysteries which he had heard from

our Lord Jesus Christ; and Abba wisA wrote the history

of the fight of Abba sinSdA, according to what he saw

and what he heard from him. And having finished his good

course, and pleased God, he died in peace. Salutation to

Abba wis A.

rfol 1366 I] And on this day also died Saint mary mag-

DALAwiT (MARY MAGDALENE). This saint followed our

Lord Jesus Christ, and He cast seven devils out of her, and she

ministered unto our Lord and followed Him, and she alsofollowed

the Apostles; and she was present at the time of the Passion

and the Crucifixion, and Death and Burial of our Lord. And

on the following day, at early dawn, she saw the stone roUed

away, and the angel sitting upon it, and she and mary the

mother of our Lord, being afraid, the angel said unto them.

"Be not afraid, behold I know that ye are seeking Jesus, Who

was crucified. Behold He hath risen. He is not here." And our

Lord also appeared unto this mary and said unto her. Go ye

and tell My brethren, that I have ascended to My Father, and

your Father, and My God and your God." And this saint came

and told the Apostles about the Resurrection of our Lord and

Redeemer, and she told them how she had seen our Lord, and

she told them how He had spoken to her; and she boasted over

them how she had seen our Lord and told them how He had

spoken unto her. And after the Ascension of our Lord she

continued to minister unto the Apostles, and the grace of the

Holy Spirit Paraclete descended upon her together with them,

even as joel saith in his prophecy, "Your sons and your

daughters shall prophesy, and I will pour out my Spint [fol.

1366 2] upon my manservants and maidservants (Joel u. 28).

And she preached with the Apostles, and she converted many

free women, and many slave women, to the Faith of our Lord

Jesus Christ. And the Apostles made her a deaconess because

of her teaching of women, and she baptized them; and great

tribulation came upon her. and opprobrium, and scourgmg, and

much disgrace through the Jews. And she continued to mmister

B E S IV
76
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to the Apostles until she died. Salutation to mary magda-
lAw!t (mary MAGDALENE).

Salutation to takla mika^l, the singer of hymns and
psalms from his youth up. Salutation to the dedication of thy

house and to the translation of thy body; neither the teeth nor

the claws of wild beasts, or lions, or leopards could harm thee.

Salutation to takla iyasus.

[fol. 136^ 3] Salutation to julia.

VII. Nahasse

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day God sent the great angel gabriel, and he

spake imto joachim the righteous man, saying, "Behold, thy

wife HANNAH shall conceive, and she shall bear thee a daughter,

and in her shall be joy and salvation for all the worid"; which
actually took place through mary, the bearer of God in the

flesh. This righteous man joachim, and his wife hannah,
were very old in days, and they had produced no child, for

HANNAH was barren, and they were exceedingly sorrowful

because of this, for the children of Israel used to thrust aside

him that had not begotten a son, and would say unto him, '*0

thou who lackest the blessing of God." Because of this the

hearts of this righteous man and his wife were sad, and they

fasted, and prayed, and entreated God frequently by day and
by night [for a child] ; and they had reached old age and had
become old. And they begged and entreated God frequently,

and they vowed a vow to Him that if they got a child they

would make him a ministrant in the Temple of God. And
JOACHIM was in the sanctuary praying frequently and making
supplication, and behold, slumber descended upon him and he
slept, and gabriel, the angel of God, appeared unto him, and
told him that hannah his wife would certainly conceive, and
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bear a daughter wherein he would rejoice, [fol. 137a i] and

because of whom his eyes would sparkle; and likewise all the

world would rejoice, and be glad and would be saved through

her. And when he woke from his dream he came to his house,

and told his wife the vision which he had seen during sleep ; and

she conceived forthwith, and brought forth our holy Lady, the

Virgin mary, the God-bearer, the object of boasting of all the

world. Salutation to thy spiritual conception, O mary.

Salutation to aaron, the brother of moses.

And on this day also is celebrated the festival of the honour-

able Apostle peter, the head of the Apostles, for in it he con-

fessed among the Disciples, saying, "Christ is the Son of God."

And when our Lord had brought them outside the city of

Caesarea of Philip, even as the Holy Gospel saith. He asked them

what men said about Him. He knew all the thoughts and hearts

of men, but He took them outside the city by themselves, so

that they might talk out what they were thinking in their

hearts about Him. Now the Apostles were divided among

themselves, [fol. 137^2] Some of them said that He was

ELI AS, and some said that He was one of the early prophets.

And PETER was wroth with them, and said unto them, "Nay,

He is CHRIST, the Son of the Living God." And when our

Lord knew this He brought them outside the city by them-

selves, and He asked them, saying, "What do men say about

Me?" And they said what was in their hearts, and some of

them said, "One of the prophets." And our Lord said unto

PETER, "And thou, what dost thou say and confess?" And

he said, "The Apostles have talked when they were by them-

selves, and they say, 'Thou art Christ, the Son of the Living

God.' " And because of this our Lord entreated him kindly, and

gave him the keys of the kingdom of heaven, that he might

loose and bind; and from that hour peter became the head

of all the Apostles. And he took the place of our Lord in the

city of Rome, and his position was above that of the chiefs of

the world, and of Archbishops, and Bishops, and Priests, and

Deacons, and every other order of the priesthood. Glory be to
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our Lord Jesus Christ. Salutation to peter, the chief of the

Apostles and of all the priesthood of the worid.

And on this day also died the holy father, [fol. 137 fl 3] Abba
TIMOTHY, the twenty-sixth Archbishop of the city of Alex-

andria. God chose this saint, and appointed him Archbishop

of the city of Alexandria, after the holy father and spiritual

fighter DioscuRUS died. And great tribulation came upon
hun, and they drove him out into exile in the island of gAgrA,
whither they had driven dioscurus the archbishop, who had
lived there before Abba timothy for six years. And then the

Emperor leg sent and brought him back from exile with great

honour. And after marcian had become emperor, he ap-

pointed an Archbishop of Alexandria. And after marcian
died, the men of Alexandria rose up against the archbishop

whom MARCIAN had appointed, and killed him; and [they]

appointed timothy archbishop according to the command of

Abba DIOSCURUS. When leg, the son of marcian, became
emperor he appointed Archbishop of the city of Alexandria one

who was called timothy, and 'abb As, the archbishop, he
exiled to the island of gAgrA, the place where he exiled dios-
curus; and he lived there for ten years, till leg died and
zeno reigned. And timothy the wicked one fled from Alex-

andria, and Abba timothy returned to the city by the em-
peror's command with great honour. And he taught the people

continually, and rebuked them, and encouraged those who
believed in the True Faith. He lived in peace and quietness all

the days of his office, and he sat upon the throne of mark the

evangelist for two and twenty years; and he pleased God and
died in peace, [fol. 1376 i] Salutation to timothy.

And on this day was bom Joseph, the son of rachel.

Salutation to nA'6d, King of Ethiopia, [na'od 'an basA
BAZAR died 31st July, 1508.]
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VIII. NAHASSi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day nine saints became martyrs, that is to say,

LAZARUS an aged man, and his wife salome, which is being

interpreted "Weeper," and their seven children, whose names

are 'AN'iM6, antonitus, and '6zyA, and lazarus, and

'asy6nA, and semunA, and marcolus. And this old man
LAZARUS was one of the teachers of the Law of moses in his

days, and his father was one of the Seventy-two translators

who translated the Book of the Law and the Prophets for

PTOLEMY, King of Egypt. And this just man taught his

children the Law of moses. And when antiochus. King of

Rome, reigned over the country of Asia, and the land of Judah,

he besieged Jerusalem, and reigned over it, and he afflicted

the people of [fol. 1376 2] Judah, and he punished them with

many punishments. And he compelled them to break the Law

of mOSES and to eat what was forbidden to eat by the Law of

MOSES, that is to say the flesh of swine and such like; and there

were many who broke the Law of moses, and who set them-

selves imder his authority. But these saints kept the Law of

moses, which had been given to them by God, and anti-

ochus tortured them severely, and he beat them, and sawed

their bodies with an iron saw, and cut off their limbs ; and the

righteous woman salome, their mother, encouraged them and

made them to endure until they had finished their martyrdom.

And after aU of them [were dead], she cast herself into the fire

of her own free will, and did not wait for them to throw her

into it ; and they received crowns of martyrdom in the kingdom

of the heavens. And it is right that thou shouldst know, O thou

who readest this, that our fathers and doctors of the Church

have commanded us to celebrate a festival in honour of the

saints of the Old Dispensation, in their divers degrees, and to

pay far more honour to them than to the fathers of the New
Dispensation, because they did far more than the later fathers.

Salutation to the God of the martyrs lazarus and his wife.
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And on this day also ammon became a martyr.

And on this day also died the ascetic and father Abba John,

Abbot of DABRA [fol. 1376 3] LfbAnos, and he was the sixth

from our father takla haymAnot. Because of his great

righteousness, and his strenuous spiritual fight, [the monks]

chose him and set him upon the throne of Abba takla hAy-
mAn6t; and it is said of him that our Lady mary, in the form

of a dove, used to appear to him and wave her wing over him.

And after pleasing God with his abundant labours, he died on

the eighth day of Nahasse and departed to everlasting joy.

IX. NAHASSi
•

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint Abba 'oRi became a martyr. This saint

was priest of satAnuf, and he was of an exceedingly merciful

and compassionate disposition, and was pure in mind and in

body, and divine visions were seen by him frequently. And our

Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto him upon the altar, and re-

vealed imto him the hidden things which he wished [to know
about]. And the report of Abba 'oRf reached the ears of the

governor of the city of nakyus, and he had the saint brought

before him, and said unto him, "Offer incense to the gods and

idols"; and the saint refused to do so, and he was unafraid of

the governor; and although the governor was wroth with him

he did not fear his wrath. And the governor tortured him
severely, and after that sent him to the city of Alexandria,

where the governor also tortured him severely, and cast him

into prison. And he used to work signs and perform many
wonderful things, and he healed the sick; and the report of

him was noised abroad, and many men came unto him from all

the cities. And when the governor heard this he commanded
[fol. 138 a i] the soldiers to cut off his head with the sword,

and they cut off the head of the saint with the sword, and he

received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens.
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And Saint julius came and took his body, and wrapped it in

cloths, and sent it to the city of satnuf {sic), and after the

end of the days of persecution they built a beautiful church for

him, and laid his body therein, and great signs and miracles

took place through it. And his body resteth there at the present

time and it performeth great healings for aU the sick folk who

come unto him in faith. Salutation to 'or!.

And on this day also is commemorated pilate (?), the

archbishop.

X. Nahasse

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint matrA became a martyr in the days of

DEMETRIUS, Archbishop of the city of Alexandria, and in the

days of the Emperor decius, who denied Christ. When this

saint had read the Edict which ordered [all men] to deny

Christ, and to worship idols, he went and stole the arm of the

idol APOLLO, which was of gold, and he broke it [fol. 138 a 2]

into little pieces, and gave them to the poor and needy; and

when they (the priests) searched for the idol's arm, and could

not find it, they seized many men because of the theft. And

at that time this saint came to the governor and confessed

before him, saying, ''I am he who stole the arm of the unclean

idol, and I gave it to the poor" ; and when the governor heard

this' he punished him with great severity, and tortured him.

And then he cast him into a red-hot oven, but God delivered

him therefrom, and brought him out sound and uninjured.

And then they cut off his hands and his feet, and they roasted

his body with fire, and they hanged him upon a tree, head

downwards, until much blood ran down from his mouth upon

the ground. And at that moment the angel of God came down

from heaven, and released Saint matrA from hanging, and

touched his body with his hand, and healed his woimds. And

a certain man who was blind came and took some of the blood
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which was flowing from the nose and mouth of Saint matrA,
and he smeared his eyes therewith, and he saw forthwith.

And when the governor was tired of pimishing him, he com-

manded the soldiers to cut off his head with the sword, and they

cut off his head and he received the crown of martyrdom in

the kingdom of the heavens; and his body became a means of

great healings for the sick. Salutation to matra.

[fol. 138^3] And on this day also Saint Christopher
became a martyr in the days of maximianus, the wicked

emperor. And when the emperor had him set before him, he

said unto him, "Offer sacrifice to the gods," and Christo-
pher said unto him, "I worship my Lord Jesus Christ and to

Him I offer up sacrifice." And maximianus was wroth with

him, and commanded the soldiers to beat him with rods until

his flesh dropped on the ground, and then they cast him into

prison. And then he sent unto him two women to lead him
astray with their beauty, but the saint taught them the Faith

of Christ and made them believers. And when they came back

MAXIMIANUS said unto them, "What did ye do?" And they

said imto him, "We believe in Christ, the God of Saint Chris-
topher." And when the governor heard this he commanded
the soldiers to hang one of them on a tree and to bum her with

fire, and to tie a stone to the neck of the other and to hang her,

head downwards; and thus they finished their martyrdom.

And then he called Christopher, and they gathered together

old, dry wood, and set it on fire, and they cast the saint into the

flames, his hands and his feet being bovmd, but the fire did not

touch him. And when the people saw this they all believed,

and ten thousand men were slain. And they also brought plates

of iron made red-hot, and they made the saint to stand upon
them, but it injured him not. And when the men of Rome saw
[this] they believed on our Lord Jesus Christ, and twenty thou-

sand and two hundred of them, and forty children, believed

and became martyrs. And when maximianus saw [fol.

1386 i] that all the people believed, he was wroth with Chris-
topher and commanded the soldiers to cut off his head with

the sword. And having gone forth from the emperor's presence.
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the saint made a prayer, and sealed his face with the sign of

the Cross, and then the soldiers cut off his head with the sword

and he finished his martyrdom. Salutation to Christopher.

And on this day also Saint BiKlBds and JOHN became

martyrs. BikAbos was from the city of 'ESMUTfeNAKHA, and

he was a soldier; he was a Christian in secret, and one told

ANTIOCHUS the governor about him and about the Bishop

Abba 'akl6g, and about Abba nAkharew, who was from

the city of tarsA, and about Abba philip. And when one

informed the governor that they were Christians, he had them

brought before him, and he said unto them, "Are ye Chris-

tians?" and they confessed our Lord before him and said,

boldly, "Indeed we are Christians, and we believe on our Lord

and Redeemer Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God." And

the governor said imto them, "Put away this thing from you,

and offer sacrifice to the gods." And the saints answered and

said unto him, "We will not sacrifice to unclean idols, which

are to be rejected, we will only sacrifice to our Lord Jesus Christ,

[fol. 1386 2] the Creator of the heavens and the earth." And

when the governor heard this he was exceedingly angry
,^
and

he tortured them very severely. And he tortured Saint bikA-

BOS severely, and often, and he bound him in iron fetters, and

threw him on the wheel, and hanged him, head downwards,

and cut off his limbs; and God strengthened him to endure,

and He raised him up whole and uninjured. And after this the

governor sent the saint, with many other martyrs, to the city

of BARAMUN in a ship, and for sixteen days he neither ate

bread nor drank water. And when they came to the city of

BARAMUN the soldiers tortured the saint very severely, and

then they hacked his body in pieces, and he finished his martyr-

dom, and received his crown in the kingdom of heaven. And a

certain rich official of the city ofBARAMUN took the body of

the saint and wrapped it up in costly cloths, and sent it to the

city of 'esmunAtekha {sic). Andin the days of his torturing an

innumerable multitude of people became martyrs, and through

his finishing his martyrdom five and ninety souls^ became

martyrs. And they built a beautiful church for Saint BiKAB6s,
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and they laid his body therein, and many signs and wonders

took place through it. Salutation to Abba BiKAB6s.

[fol. 13863] Salutation to the ancient lawgivers and to

the EVANGELISTS who followed after them.

J

Salutation to the three thousand, two hundred, and twenty

men and two women, who suffered martyrdom through Chris-
topher.

XI. Nahass^

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day three himdred people became martyrs with

BASILIDES the martyr, general of the city of Antioch.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba my sis (or,

m6d6sis). Bishop of the city of 'AWsiM. This father was holy

and chaste, and a virgin from his youth up, and he learned all

the doctrine of the Church, and was made a deacon ; and then
he went up to the desert of HEBAYfeBofscETE, and became
a monk under the direction of a righteous man, and he lived

with him and ministered unto him for eighteen years; and he

devoted himself to the ascetic life, and fought the fight in the

narrow way in respect of eating, and drinking, and sleeping,

and he [fol. 139 a: i] fasted, and prayed, and kept vigil con-

stantly in his great humility and love. When the report of

him, and his virtues, and his righteousness became noised

abroad, God chose him to be Bishop of the city of 'AWsiM,
after Saint Abba gam el. When this father had been made
bishop he fought a good fight, and he performed far more
strenuous ascetic labours than he had performed as a monk.
And he protected the Christian flock from the wolves of the

Devil, and he watched unto prayer on their behalf, and he
never made any money of this fleeting [world] all the days
of his life. When Abba michael was appointed Archbishop
of the city of Alexandria, he became a martyr, without the
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shedding of blood. And this father was with those who were

in prison, and great tribulation came upon him, and they beat

him with many cruel stripes, and they shut him up in prison,

with irons on his legs, for a long time. And God performed by

the hands of this father many signs and wonders, and because

of his miracles, those who knew nothing of his righteousness

and virtues learned about him. And the gift of prophecy was

bestowed upon him, and he declared many things before they

came to pass; and they did happen, even as he prophesied.

He prophesied to Abba theodore. Bishop of the city of

MfeSR (CAIRO), that the king would not come back in his

splendour, and his prophecy was fulfilled; and he prophesied

as to what would happen to the governor of Egypt, and his

prophecy was fulfilled. And he healed many sick and suffering

persons by his prayer. And having finished his fight at a [fol.

139 a 2] good old age, and pleased God, he fell sick of a slight

fever, and he knew that the time of his death [had come]. And

he called the people, and blessed them, and absolved them,

and asked them to pray for him, and they all wept and entreated

him to pray for them. And he prayed over them and said

unto them, ''Take good heed to yourselves and be strong in

the True Faith" ; and when he had said this he died. And they

wept over him with a great weeping, and they wrapped him

[in costly cloths] and buried him with great honour, and with

the smging of psalms and hymns in the manner which befitteth

bishops ; and many miracles and great cures took place through

him. And all the days of his life were twenty years and more.

Salutation to my sis. Bishop of 'aw si m.

And on this day also Saint ptolemy, of the city of upper

manuf, became a martyr. And one informed the governor

that this saint was a Christian, and he had him brought before

him, and ptolemy confessed our Lord Jesus Christ; and the

governor tortured hun severely, and cut off his head with a

sword, and the saint received the crown of martyrdom in the

kingdom of the heavens. Salutation to ptolemy.
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XIL NAHASSt

[fol. 139^3] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is celebrated the festival of the glorious Arch-

angel MICHAEL, for on this day he appeared unto the righteous

CONSTANTINE above the city of Rome, and gave him power

over all his enemies, and the emperor conquered them, and his

kingdom became strong. And he destroyed the houses of idols,

and built churches, and decorated them with every kind of

decoration. For this reason our Fathers, the doctors of the

Church, have commanded us to celebrate the festival of the

glorious angel, michael the archangel, on the twenty-second

day of this month. Salutation to thee, O michael, angel of

the covenant and counsel of God.

And on this day also the righteous Emperor constantine
began to reign over the city of Rome, and over all the king-

doms of the coimtries, and the country of Syria, and Jerusalem,

and the country of Egypt, and the Christian kingdoms.- He
reigned with his father KAONSfeTA in the city of barant£yA
(BYZANTIUM) [fol. 1396 i] and all the borders thereof for

twelve years, and his father died, and he reigned in baran-
TfeYA (BYZANTIUM) and the districts thereof. And he blotted

out oppressors and the workers of iniquity in his kingdom, and
his righteousness and justice were famous in all the ends of

the world. And the chiefs of the city of Rome sent to him
asking him to dehver them from the oppression of the Emperor
MAXIMIANUS, who denied Christ, and to save them from his

slavery. When constantine read their letter he was very

sorry, because the oppression of that infidel had come upon
them, and he pondered in what way he could deliver them.

And the honourable Cross appeared unto him, and he was
helped thereby. He departed to fight against maximianus,
and he crushed him and conquered him, and maximianus
fled from him; and the bridge which was over the river spUt

asunder and he died an evil death, and his soldiers were drowned

.^»^*•..*l;,l
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in the river. Now this took place in the seventh year of his

reign. And straightway the elders of the city of Rome, and all

the men thereof, received constantine with great honour,

and with joy and gladness, and he made a festival to celebrate

his victory for seven days. And all the learned men of the city

of Rome, and the poets (?) thereof, whose, words were sweet

and who were skilful in declaiming them, pronounced enco-

miums on the Honourable Cross, and called it the ''Saviour of

their city"; and they pronounced encomiums on constan-

tine, and called him, "Conqueror," and "Conqueror by the

might of the Cross." And in the eleventh year of his reign

CONSTANTINE was baptized with Christian baptism by the

hand of sal peter (sic), Archbishop of the city of Rome.

And his name was mentioned at the altar, as at this day, and

how the Honourable Cross appeared unto him, and how he

waged war on maximianus, [fol. 139 & 2] and how that infidel

was drowned. And behold we have written the description of

all this in the section for the eighteenth day of the month of

Magabit, the day of the death of this righteous king. Salutation

to the day when constantine began to reign in Rome.

And on this day twenty hundred men became martyrs with

BASILIDES.

XIII. NAHASSfe

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is celebrated the festival of our Lord Jesus

Christ, and how His appearance was changed on Mount Tabor,

when there were with Him three of His disciples, that is to say,

PETER, and JAMES, and john. And our Lord said concemmg

them, "There stand here those who shall not [fol. 1396 3] taste

death until they see the Son of God and of man coming in His

glory." This is the glory wherem the Apostles saw Him. His

apparel was white as snow, and His countenance was changed

and became hke lightning, emitting Ught. And behold moses
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and ELIAS came to Him, and they talked with Him that all

men might know that He was the God of moses, whom He had
raised from the dead, and the God of elias, whom He had
brought down from heaven (sic). And because of this peter
said unto our Lord, ''Dost Thou wish, O Lord, that we should

make here three tabernacles, one for Thee, and one for moses,
and one for elias?" In these words which peter spake

there is a sign of lowliness and humility. He saw our Lord, and
thought that He would live on the mountain . . . and he wished

to make for Him a place where He could hide from the sun.

PETER did not wish for himself, and for his fellow-apostles, as

he wished for our Lord, and for moses, and for elias; but

he made himself and his fellow-apostles like slaves of those

lords. And marvel not at the little knowledge of the apostles,

for they were not perfect in knowledge at that time. And when
PETER said this a cloud overshadowed them, so as to make it

clear to peter that He did not want a habitation made by the

hand of man. And a voice came forth from the cloud which

confirmed the belief in the Godhead of our Lord in the minds

of the apostles, saying," This is My Son, Whom I love, in Whom
I am well pleased; hear ye Him." And moses and [fol. 140a i]

ELIAS talked with Him, and they confessed His grace and His

goodness, for by the coming of our Lord and by His going up
upon the mountain [the truth] of the prophecy of the prophets

was made known of a certainty. And the apostles and the

prophets rejoiced, for they saw His Incarnation which they

had known not of, and the apostles rejoiced also when they

heard the voice of the Father, which they had never before

heard. They heard it at that time, and by the voice of the Father

they became certain of the Incarnation of our God the Son,

which was hidden from them ; and when they heard the voice of

the Father the glory of the kingdom appeared, and the apostles

knew that it was our Lord Jesus Christ Who had raised up the

soul of MOSES, and that it was He Who had brought up
ELIAS, for verily none save God Who buried him knew where
the grave of moses was, and none save He Who had
brought him up to heaven knew where elias was. And none
was able to make the dead to live save Almighty God, Who
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hath dominion over the heavens and the earth. And Mount
Tabor is a similitude of the Church, and our Lord gathered

together therein the Two Laws, the New and the Old. And when
the disciples heard the voice of the Father, they fell down and

became like dead men; and moses returned to his grave, and

ELIAS went up to heaven. And our Lord Jesus Christ stood

alone, for the voice came because of Him, and the prophets

were frightened and the apostles fell down upon their faces, for

the Father revealed the Name of His Son, and that He existed

for ever with His Father. Because of that voice the Apostles

preached that He [fol. 140 a 2] was God indeed, and also that the

flesh (or, body) whichHehad put onwas of the race of the children

of men. And in the Gospel our Redeemer preached saying. . ..

If He was not flesh, why did the angel gabriel say unto

MARY, "God be with thee!" And if He was not flesh. Whom
did they lay in the manger? And if He was not God, Whom
did the angels praise when He went down from heaven on the

day of His birth, saying, "Glory to God in the heights, and

peace on earth. His goodwill to men.'' If He was not flesh.

Whom did JOHN baptize in the Jordan? And if He was not

God, Who was it that raised upLAZARUS from his grave? It

was Christ, the Only Son, the Word of God. We confess that

He is perfect God and perfect man, One Person without separa-

tion. And when the apostles fell down upon the earth, and

became like dead men, our Lord touched them with His Life-

giving hand, and He said unto them, "Rise up, and fear not."

And they rose up straightway, and they lifted up their eyes

and saw no one except our Lord Jesus Christ, Who was alone.

Salutation to dabra tabor, which is called dabra telul.

[fol. 140a 3] And on this day also was the martyrdom (?) of

Saint SAFRIRA, the daughter of moses the prophet. [In the

Bodleian MS. the saint is called 'afrA, and the nativity of

MOSES is commemorated.]

And on this day also died Abba gAlyon, the spiritual

fighter. This saint was a spiritual fighter, and he ceased from

prayer neither by day nor by night. He used to eat one meal
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only during the whole week, and from the time when, as a
young man, he became a monk until he became an old man,
he never went outside the court of the monastery; and none
of the brethren ever saw him except at prayers. And when
Satan saw his spiritual fight, he took the forms of monks and
they came to him at the time of midnight, and said unto him,

"We are dwellers in the desert and recluses; one of us having

died, we want to take thee with us, and we have come to thee."

And Abba galyon thought that their words were true, and
he went with them imtil they brought him to the top of a
desert mountain, where there was no food; and when he saw
that they were making a mock of him, he made the sign of the

Cross over his face, and they disappeared from him. And having
turned to this side and to that, he lost the road whereon he
should go, and [fol. 140 b i] he prayed a long prayer, and then
there appeared unto him some holy monks from the monastery
of Abba siN6DA, who were going about from one monastery
to another singing the Psalms of david, and they asked him
questions about his actions. And when he told them his story

they took him with them, and he dwelt a full year with them,
and ate fish dried in the sun. And Abba isaac, his teacher,

who had made him a monk, lacking news of him, asked God
to be allowed to see his face [again] ; and Abba gAlyon knew
this by the spirit, and went to him. And when Abba isaac
saw him, he rejoiced and said unto him, *' Where hast thou
been?" and Abba gAlyon told him everything, from the

beginning to the end. And then at the time of his death the

brethren came, and wrapped him in cloths and buried him.

Salutation to Abba gAlyon.

Salutation to benjamin, who by reason of his spiritual

excellence was caught up in the body [to heaven].

TWELFTH MONTH—NAHASSfe (AUG. 4-SEPT. 2) I2II

XIV. NAHASSi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died simon Shdlusi and JOHN his friend (or,

JOHNFEKRU). These saints were in the kingdom [fol. 1406 2]

of y6st6s (JUSTUS), the believing emperor, and their parents

were rich and honourable; they wished to keep the festival of

the Cross, and they departed to Jerusalem to worship at the
holy places. And when they had finished celebrating the
festival, as they were riding back to their own city on their

horses, they drew nigh to Jericho, and john saw on the plain

of the Jordan certain monasteries wherein monks dwelt. And
he said unto simon, ''O my brother, these are the monasteries
wherein live the angels of God." And simon said unto him,
"Can we see them?" And john said unto him, *'If we were
with them (i.e. the monks) we could see them." Then they got
down from their horses, which they handed over to their ser-

vants, and they told them to go on slowly in front until they
overtook them ; now they pretended to them that they wanted
to fulfil the law of the body, ifed when they had drawn nigh
to the road of the Jordan they both said, 'Xome, let us make
a prayer. Let one of us stand on the road to our city, and let

one of us stand on the road which will bring [us] to the monas-
tery of the monks ; and let us cast lots, and where it pleaseth
God [for us to go], let us go." And then simon stood up on the
road to the Jordan, and john stood up on the road whereon
their men had departed ; and when they had cast lots, the lot

went forth for the road of simon. And they embraced each
other and kissed, and they went along the road to the Jordan
rejoicing. And one admonished the other to be vigilant in the
doing of good works, and each feared that his companion would
not attain to his end. john feared for simon, that he would
not attain to his end, [because of his] love for his parents, and
SIMON [fol. 14063] feared for john, because of love for his
parents, and because he had married in those days a beautiful
and rich wife. And then they prayed and said, "O Lord our

B E S IV
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God, if we find a monastery, the doors of which are open, let

this be a sign unto us that it is the monastery wherein we are

to become monks." And there was a certain archimandrite

who was called nikon, and he used to work many miracles,

and the gift of prophecy had been given to him. That night

he saw, as it were a man, who said unto him, ''Open the doors

of the monastery in order that sheep may come in.'' And when

SIMON and john came to him, he said unto them, "Welcome

to you, O ye sheep of Christ " ; and then he received them to

himself as men who had been sent by God. And they asked the

archimandrite to give them the tonsure, and to array them in

the garb of the monk, for they had seen a monk, with a crown

of light on his head, surroimded by angels, and therefore they

longed to become monks quickly. And on the following day

when the archimandrite put the holy garb upon them, their

faces were shining with the grace of the Holy Spirit, and even

in the night they could see each other's faces as they did by

day ; and they saw crowns of light upon their heads, like unto

those they saw upon the head[s] of the monks. And then there

came to them the spiritual thought that they should be separated

from among the monks, and should go forth into the desert.

That night a shining man appeared to the archimandrite, and

said unto him, ''Open the gates that the sheep of Christ may

go forth." And when he woke up he went down straightway,

and foimd the doors of the monastery open, and whilst [he

stood] sad and sorrowing, [fol. 141a i] behold the servants of

Christ came, wishing to go forth. And he saw in front of them

figures of eunuchs carrying lamps, and some of them were

carrying staves of kings, and when he saw them he rejoiced

greatly, and he joined them and they told him what was in

their hearts, and they asked him to pray for them. And then

he wept for a long time, and he turned his face towards the

East, and he set simon on his right hand and john on his left.

Then stretching out his hands to heaven, he made a prayer,

and committed them to the care of God, and he entreated Him

to protect them from all evil ; and he sent them away in peace.

Then they departed by the road to the Dead Sea, and they came

to a river which was called 'arnon. And they found a cave

^
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wherein an old desert monk used to live, now he had recently

died, and in it there was what they needed, that is to say, a

store of grain and food from which the old man had eaten ; and

they rejoiced in God exceedingly Who had prepared this for

them. And they lived there, and fought the spiritual fight for

many days, and they lived apart from each other, the distance

between them being a stone's throw. And Satan set himself in

opposition to them, and he fought against them, and Saint

NiKYOS (sic), their father, used to come to them in a vision, and

pray on their behalf, and teach them psalms whilst they were

asleep; and when they woke up they would recite everything

which he had taught them during sleep, and they rejoiced ex-

ceedingly. And heavenly visions were granted unto them, and

the power to perform miracles. And they dwelt in that desert

nineteen years, and endured the cold of the night and the heat

of the day, until they had vanquished Satan by the might of

Christ. And then [fol. 141^2] simon said unto his brother

JOHN, "What doth it profit us to live by ourselves in the

desert? Come let us go into the desert, that we may be profitable

to others and deliver them." And john said unto him, "O
my brother, this thought appeareth to me to be due to the

envy of Satan." And simon said unto him, "God hath com-

manded me to become the mockery of the world; come, let us

pray a prayer." And then they prayed, and they embraced

each other, and they wept until they spoiled their apparel.

And SIMON went to Jerusalem, and he continued to pray for

three days to God that He would keep hidden his work until

he died. And then he went into the city, and pretended to be

mad, and sometimes he healed those who were mad, and some-

times he carried fire in his hands. And he found by the gate a

dead dog, and he dragged it about by his girdle like people

who amuse themselves, and at last the people reviled him and

cried out, "The mad monk"; and they used to run after him

and buffet him. One day, now it was the First Day of the week,

he took a branch (?) of a nut-tree, and went into the church at

the time of the Offering, and he broke the lamps, and beat the

women until he drove them out of the church. And sometimes

he seized women as if he were going to lie with them, and [he

77-2
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kept them fast] untU their husbands beat them. And when the

time of his death had drawn nigh God commanded His angel

to tell him the day of his death, and of the death of JOHN his

brother. And he went in \mder a vine, and he and john his

brother delivered up their souls into the hand of God. [fol.

141 fl 3] Salutation to simon and john.

And on this day God worked a great miracle in the city of

Alexandria, (by reason of which memy Jews believed,) by the

hand of Saint Abba theophilus, Archbishop of the city of

Alexandria, brother of Saint cyril. Now the miracle was this:

There was in the city of 'ESMADREvAa very rich Jew whose

name was FALSKiNds, who feared God and performed the

Law of MOSES, according to his ability. And there were in

the city of Alexandria two men who were Christians, and they

were poor and earned their living with their hands. And Satan

brought into the heart of one of them a blasphemous thought,

and he said unto his companion, "O my brother, why do we

serve Christ and [remain] poor, whilst this falaksinos (sic),

who is a Jew, is exceedingly rich? " And his companion answered

and said unto him, "O my brother, know that the possessions

of this world are nothing before God. For if He had power over

them. He would not give them to the worshippers of idols, and

to whoremongers, and to thieves, and to murderers. The

prophets were poor men and lived in tribulation, and also the

Apostles, and our Lord saith, 'The poor are My brethren.'"

And Satan, the hater of good things, would not permit that

man to receive any of these words, but he stirred him up, and

he went to that Jew falaksinos, and he asked him [foL

141 6 i] and said unto him, "Let me be thy servant." And the

Jew answered and said unto him, "It is not convenient to me
for thee to serve me. I only want a servant who believeth my
Faith, and who is my own man. If thou dost want alms, I will

give thee money, and [then] depart." And that wretched man
answered and said unto him, "Take me into thy house, and

I will do whatsoever thou commandest me." And the Jew
FALAKSINOS answered and said unto him, "Wait until I

take counsel with my teacher." And the Jew departed and he

1

TWELFTH MONTH—NAHASSfe (AUG. 4-SEPT. 2) I2I5

told his teacher how the man was a Christian. And his teacher

said unto him, " If he hath denied Christ his Messiah, take him

and circumcise him." And the Jew returned, and told the

Christian what his teacher had said to him, and the wretched

man accepted this condition, and the Jew took him and carried

him to their synagogue. And the chief of the Jews questioned

that wretched Christian before all the Jews, and he said unto

him, "Is it true that thou wishest to deny thy Messiah, and

become a Jew?" And the Christian said unto him, "Yea";

and that debased and contemptible man denied our Lord Jesus

Christ, our God, before the Jews. Thus to poverty in money
he added poverty in Faith. And the chief of the Jews com-

manded them to make for him a cross of wood, and they made
one for him as the chief of the Jews commanded, and they gave

him a reed, on the top of which was a sponge full of vinegar,

and a spear. And he said unto the Christian, "Spit upon this

cross." And he offered to him the vinegar and said, "Pierce

[the cross] with this spear, [saying,] 'I have pierced Thee, O
Christ.' " And that debased man took the cross and the spear

from them [fol. 141 b 2] and did as he commanded him. And
when he pierced the honourable cross with his cursed hand,

much blood and water flowed forth, and ran down on the

ground, and it continued to flow for a long time. And straight-

way that apostate fell down and died, and dried up like a

stone. And great fear fell upon all those Jews, and they cried

out, saying, "One is the Lord God of the Christians, and we
believe on Him." And then the chief of the Jews took some of

that blood, and made a sign therewith over the eyes of a girl

who was blind, and she saw straightway. And that Jew and

all the men of his house believed, and very many of the [other]

Jews believed. And then one went and told Abba theo-
philus, the archbishop, what had happened, and he rose up,

and took with him Abba cyril, and many of the priests, and
many of the people, and went to the synagogue of the Jews.

And the archbishop saw the cross with blood and water running

down from it, and the saint blessed himself, and made the sign

of the Cross with the blood on his forehead, and on the foreheads

of all the people. And he commanded, and they took up that

t/j'iiemi^iiS^^^^^^mi.^^^AmL^^
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cross with great honour and brought it with the singing of

hymns to the church, and laid it therein; and they gathered up

the blood from the ground and laid it in a vessel for "blessing,"

and it healed the sick. And after this FALAKSiNds and all

the men of his house, and many other Jews, followed the arch-

bishop, and they confessed before him [fol. 141 6 3] our Lord

Jesus Christ, Whom their fathers in times of old had crucified,

and then he baptized them with Christian baptism in the Name
of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost. And he asso-

ciated them with him in prayer, and he administered to them

the Holy Mysteries, and they departed to their houses rejoicing,

and praising, and thanking God. Salutation to the conversion

of the Jews.

And on this day also died damiates, the martyr, who
worked a miracle at the time when he, together with his servants,

were stoned to death. Salutation to the great miracle of making

a blind man to see, and raising up to life a dead man on his

bier.

And on this day also Saint basilicus became a martyr.

To this saint our Lord Jesus Christ appeared when he was in

prison, and He said unto him, "Depart, say farewell to thy

kinsfolk, behold the time of thy martyrdom hath come." [The

text is corrupt here.] [fol. 142 a i] And he passed the night in

saying farewell to his mother and to his kinsfolk. And on the

following day they brought Saint basilicus, and tied him to

two pillars, and beat him, and they made for him pegs of brass,

and they fastened them to his feet like shoes so tightly that

they pierced his feet, and the blood ran out on the ground; and

all those who saw him wept for him. And then they tied him to

a dry tree, and men struggled with each other to touch the hem
of his garment, when they saw the miracles which he performed

on many sick folk. And then they took him to the city of

terlInos in a ship, and the soldiers said unto him, "Eat,

that thou mayest not die." And the blessed basilicus said

unto them, "I am filled with heavenly food, and I do not

choose [to eat] the food which perisheth." And on the following
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day they brought him to the governor, who said unto him,

"Sacrifice to the gods." And basilicus said unto him, "I

offer offerings of praise to the Father, and the Son, and the

Holy Spirit." And then the governor commanded the soldiers

to bring him into the house of his idols, and the saint stood

up and prayed to God and at length fire came down from

heaven, and burnt up the idols. And the governor being afraid

took to flight, and went outside the city, and he was wroth and

commanded the soldiers to hang him [on a tree]. And the saint

prayed, and gave thanks to God, and they cut off his head, and

we saw his soul with many angels who were taking it up [to

heaven], and our Lord Jesus Christ called to him and said unto

him, "Come, ascend, basilicus, for I am not a liar, and I

fulfil all that I say." And thus he finished [fol. 142a 2] his

martyrdom. Salutation to bA s i l i cu s.

XV. NAHASSt

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint Christina, the daughter of rubAn6s,

became a martyr. Her parents worshipped idols, and she herself

offered incense to them according as her father had taught her.

And one day the fear of God entered her heart, and she turned

herself towards the East, and she asked Him to teach her the

path of the kingdom of heaven; and the Holy Spirit taught her

the Faith of the Trinity. And when her father came he said unto

her, "What hath happened unto thee, O my daughter?" And

she'said,
" I am going to live the life of Christ." And her father

was dismayed, and he said unto her, "What hath changed thy

heart? " And she said unto him, "I am instructed by the God

of heaven"; and then her father departed, being very sad and

sorrowful. And Saint Christina rose up, and prayed to God,

and straightway the angel of God came unto her, and he said

unto her, "Be strong, for thou shalt be tortured by three gover-

nors." And then the angel of God sealed her with the seal of

the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, and he gave her the Holy
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Mysteries. And [she] went [fol. 142^3] into the house of the

idols, and broke the idols in pieces, and when her father saw

her he commanded them to beat his daughter, imtil there went

forth from her body honey instead of blood. And they also

laid her upon an iron bed, and they lighted a fire under her, but

the fire did not harm her and it consumed ten thousand pagans

[who were there]. And then her father commanded his servants

to cast her adrift on the sea on a raft. When she had prayed,

our Lord Jesus Christ came with His angels, and baptized her,

and MICHAEL gave her, on a trident of fire, the Body and Blood

of Christ, and cleansed her from the uncleanness of idols. And
that night rubanos her father died. And another governor,

whose name was digs, came, and he commanded the soldiers

to bring Saint Christina, and to hang her on a tree, and to

beat her, and to light a fire under her; and when the women saw

her stripped naked they cursed the governor, and he cut off

their heads with a sword. And Christina they cast into the

prison house. And when the people saw her three thousand of

them believed, and the wicked digs died. And there came a

third governor, whose name was jULius, and he seized Saint

CHRISTINA, and forced her to sacrifice to the gods, and when
she cursed him he cast her into a vessel filled with boiling pitch,

and lead, and wax, but this did not harm her. And he also

commanded the soldiers to cast her to the serpents, but they

licked the dust at her feet, and bit the keeper of the serpents,

who died. And they also slit open and cut her breasts, and cut

out her tongue, and she took the piece of her tongue which was
cut off, and cast it into the eyes [fol. 1426 i] of the governor,

and blinded him. And he was filled with wrath, and commanded
the soldiers to cast her to the serpents; and one bit her in her

heart, and one in her side, and thus she died by the Will of God;

and innvmierable miracles and wonders were made manifest at

her grave. Salutation to Christina, whom God baptized.

Salutation to the three thousand companions of Christina
who were martyred.

Salutation to God Who helped the Apostles to be present at

the burial of the Virgin.
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And on this day also died Saint marin A. This saint was the

daughter of a man who was very rich indeed, and he was a

Christian; and the name of her mother was mary. And

MARINA'S mother died when she was a little girl, and her

father brought her up with good teaching until she became a

woman, and then he wanted to give her in marriage, and to go

himself and become a monk [fol. 1426 2] in one of the monas-

teries of the desert of scete. And she said unto her father,

''Why wouldst thou save thine own soul, and destroy mine?"

And he answered and said unto her, ''What shall I do with

thee, seeing that thou art a woman? " And she said unto him,

"O my father, I will take off my woman's dress, and will put on

the garb of a man''; and she rose up straightway, and shaved

off the hair of her head and put on the garb of a man. And when

her father saw the strength of her will, and the earnestness

wherewith she fought to carry out her will, he gave all his

possessions to the poor and needy, keeping only a very little

for himself, and he changed his daughter's name from marinA
to'ANBAMARiNA; and then he took her with him and carried

her to the desert of scete. And he went into a certain monas-

tery, and dwelt in a cave with his daughter for ten years,

fighting the spiritual fight, and then her father, who was an

old man, died; and Saint 'anbAmarinA was left by herself,

and she doubled her fasting, and prayers, and vigil. And the

abbot sent the saint, together with three monks, to the city on

certain business of the monastery, and he did not know that

she was a woman, but by reason of the low sound of her voice,

which was due to her manifold ascetic labours, he thought that

she was a young man. And having departed with the monks,

she and they lodged in a guest house. And that same night

there came one of the king's soldiers and lodged in that guest

house, and he saw the daughter of the master of the house, and

he destroyed her virginity, and he said unto her, "When thy

father shall say unto thee, 'What hath happened unto thee?'

do thou say unto him, 'It is the young monk 'anbA marinA

who hath destroyed my virginity.'" And when she had con-

ceived, and her father knew [fol. 1426 3] that she had done so,

he asked her saying, "What hath happened unto thee, O my
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daughter? Who hath destroyed thy virginity?" And she

answered and said unto him, *'It is anba marina who hath

destroyed my virginity." And her father rose up, and went to

the monastery and began to curse the monks. And when the

abbot heard him he asked him, saying, "Why dost thou curse

the monks, and dost not fear God? " And the man told him

what had happened to his daughter, and he said unto him,

"anbA marinA the monk is he who hath destroyed the

virginity of my daughter." And when the abbot heard this,

he asked him questions, and the man answered beheving that

what he said was true. And the abbot asked the master of

the guest house, and said unto him, *'Hide this matter, and do

not bring disgrace upon the monks in the eyes of the laity."

And then the abbot summoned 'anbamarinA the monk, and

rebuked him, and cursed him, and Saint 'anbA marinA did

not know why the abbot cursed her. And when she knew what

had happened, she wept and bowed down at the feet of the

abbot, and she besought him, saying, "I am yoimg, I have

sinned, forgive me my sin"; and the abbot was furious with

her, and cast her out from the monastery. And she sat outside

the door of the monastery until the daughter of the master of

the guest house had brought forth her child; and the parents

of the girl took the child, and brought it to 'anbA marinA
and set it down by her. And she took the child and went over

to some shepherds who were pasturing cattle and sheep, and

she begged from them, and they gave her milk, and she made
the child drink it. And she increased her fasting, and prayers,

and spiritual fight, and she lived outside the gate of the monas-

tery for three years. Then [fol. 143 a i] the monks gathered

together, and asked the abbot to have mercy upon 'anbA

mar!nA, and to bring her into the monastery; and he brought

her in, and having laid heavy penalties upon her, she mingled

with the monks. And the saint used to perform very hard

labours, and she boiled the lentils, and cleaned the cells, and

took up the dust and ashes and carried them away and cast

them outside the monastery, and fetched water; and she gave

the boy to drink, and he grew up and became a monk. And
when four (?) days were fulfilled for Saint 'anbA marinA
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in that monastery, she was sick for three days, and then died

in peace. And when the abbot knew that 'anbA mar!nA was

dead, he commanded the monks to blow a trumpet before they

buried her. And when they removed her clothing, and foimd

that she was a woman, all the monks cried out, saying, ''God

have mercy upon us"; and they marvelled exceedingly and

glorified God, and informed the abbot what had happened.

And the abbot came and looked upon her and marvelled, and

he wept because of what he had done to her. And then he sent

and had the master of the guest house brought, and told him

that 'anbA marinA was a woman, and he took him in, and

the master of the guest house saw and wondered; then the

abbot prayed over her and they wrapped her up, weeping, and

singing psalms and hymns ; and when they had prayed for her

blessing they buried her. Behold now, see what happened.

God commanded a certain Satan, and he took the daughter of

the master of the guest house, and the young man who had

destroyed her virginity, and he tormented them until he

brought them to her grave, where they confessed their sin

before all the people, [fol. 143a 2] And innumerable miracles

and wonders were made manifest at her grave. Salutation to

marinA.

And on this day also Saint laurentius became a

martyr in the days of decius caesar. This saint was a man

in whom great confidence was placed, and he was appointed an

archdeacon, and he had charge of the revenues of the arch-

bishop. And when the emperor had killed the archbishop

because of his Christian Faith, he commanded his soldiers to

bring Saint laurentius before him, and when they had

brought him, they took him into the prison house. And the

saint found there a blind man, and he said unto him, "Wilt

thou believe in the Son of the Living God? And wUt thou be

baptized in His Name, so that thine eyes may be opened?
"

And the blind man said unto him, " Yes,mylord." Thenthesaint

prayed over some water in the Name of the Father, and the Son,

and the Holy Spirit, and washed his eyes therewith, and his eyes

were opened, and he cried out with a loud voice, saying, " Blessed

-^^ -. » -
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be our Lord Jesus Christ Who hath given Hght to mine
eyes, through the prayer of His servant laurentius." And
when the emperor heard this, he commanded his soldiers to

bring Saint laurentius before him, and he urged him to

bow down to the idols; and when he refused to do so they broke
his teeth with a stone, and tore off his garments, and laid him
upon an iron bed, and kept a fire burning under him until his

body melted. And the saint continued [fol. 143 a 3] to pray to

his God until he deHvered up his soul into the hand of God,
and the angels came to meet it, saying, "Hallelujah," and they
brought it into the heavenly Jerusalem. Salutation to lau-
rentius.

XVI. NAHASSfe

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day took place the ascension of the body of our
Lady mary, the God-bearer, into heaven. After her death the
Apostles continued to be sad and sorrowful, because of her
separation from them, and because they were left orphans by
her; for our Lord had given them the hope that they would see

her in the flesh. Whilst john the evangelist was preaching
in the coimtry of Asia, on the sixteenth day of the month of

Nahasse, he was caught up in the spirit to the Garden of

Delight, and he saw our Lord Jesus Christ sitting by the Tree
of Life, where was the body of our Lady mary, and He com-
manded His Seven Angels to summon her from earth. And they
said imto her, "God, our Lord Jesus Christ, commandeth that
the [fol. 143ft i] body of His pure mother shall go forth.*' And
straightway the body of our Lady mary went forth from the
grave at the foot of the Tree of Life, and our Lord Jesus Christ
comforted her, and He said unto her, 'Xome to Me, O My
beloved mother, that thou mayest ascend to the kingdom of
heaven, to the joy which is everlasting." And straightway all

the trees of the Garden bowed their heads, and the angels and
archangels took her up, and the righteous bowed low to her.
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And DAVID, the prophet, sang a hymn of praise, saying, "And
the Queen shall stand at Thy right hand, and her apparel shall

be of fine needlework with gold woven through it" (Psalm xlv,

9). And she sat down at the right hand of the Son of God, with

great glory, and she went up into the heavens sitting upon the

chariot of the Cherubim. And JOHN the evangelist was blessed

by her, and he bowed low before her, and he turned and came

down from heaven, and found the Apostles gathered together

and sorrowing for the body of our holy Lady, mary the Virgin.

And JOHN told them what he had seen, and how they had taken

the body of our Lady mary up into heaven, with great joy,

and praise, and songs, and hymns. And when the Apostles

heard this they were exceedingly sad and sorrowful because

they had neither heard nor seen what john had heard and

seen. And whilst the Apostles were sorrowing behold our Lord

Jesus Christ appeared unto them, and said unto them, ''Peace

be unto you, O My children ! Why are ye sad about the body

of My mother mary? Behold, I shall shew her to you, and

[fol. 1436 2] your hearts shall rejoice''; and having said these

words He went up into heaven with great glory. And the

Apostles continued [to wait] there for a full year. And on the

first day of Nahasse john said unto the Apostles, "Come, let

us fast for two weeks, and let us entreat God, and make sup-

plication unto Him, that He will consider us worthy and will

shew unto us the body of our holy Lady, the Virgin mary,

sitting on the right hand of her beloved Son, that we may
rejoice in her." And they fasted as JOHN had said unto them,

and it came to pass that when the sixteenth day of Nahasse

had come, as it were to-day, our Lord Jesus Christ caught all

the Apostles up to heaven, and they saw in her flesh our holy

Lady, the Virgin mary, sitting on the right hand of her beloved

Son and God in great glory. And she stretched out her hands,

and blessed each one of the Apostles, and the souls of the

Disciples rejoiced exceedingly. And our Lord Jesus Christ

served as priest in His holy Body, and Stephen the arch-

deacon ministered with Him, and john with Him, saying,

"Stand up in fear"; and all the Apostles stood up around the

altar. And there was great joy at that time, the like whereof
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before never was. And when our Lord had finished, He gave

them the Holy Mysteries. And then [mary] went up before

them sitting upon the chariot of the Cherubim. And our Lord

Jesus Christ said unto our Lady mary, '*Tell thy children, the

Apostles, to preach in all the worid the commemoration of thy

Ascension into heaven,*' as it were on [fol. 14363] this day.

" Whosoever shall celebrate thy commemoration, I will destroy

his sins, and he shall never see the fire at all, for mercy shall

find every soul who shall take heed and shall receive the Holy

Mysteries on this day, which is the day of thy Ascension into

heaven." And our Lady mary said unto Him, "Behold, my
sons, behold, they have seen with their eyes, and they have

heard with their ears, and they have received with their hands,

and they shall see other wonders greater than these"; and as

the Virgin was saying these words she gave the salutation of

"Peace" to the Apostles, and they returned to the Mount of

OHves. And it is meet for us, O beloved brethren, to celebrate

the commemoration of the Ascension of our Lady mary into

heaven with joy and gladness, so that she may make inter-

cession for us, at all times, with her beloved Son, our Lord Jesus

Christ. Salutation to the ascension of mary into heaven,

and to MARY as the tree of knowledge, and to her body.

[fol. 144a i] And on this day also took place the translation

of the body of Saint george, the chief of the martyrs, from

the coimtry of Persia to the church of Lydda, with great splen-

dour. The translation of his body took place at the same time

as the translation of the body of our Lady mary, and therefore

those who know how to love her, paint his picture with her

picture, so that it may be a port of salvation for those who pray

in his name. Salutation to george.

And on this day also gegar, governor of Syria, [became a

martyr] ; and this was the reason for his martyrdom. When our

Lord was with His mother mary in the mountains of libanos,
and GEGAR heard that herod wanted to seize them and kill

them, he sent horsemen to them to bring them away from the

mountains. And because of this herod seized him, and tor-
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tured him with every kind of torture, and he cut off all his limbs.

And then our Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto him, and gave

him a promise concerning everyone who should call upon his

name, and celebrate his commemoration, and write the history

of his strife. And then the soldiers cut off the head of gegar,

and he was crowned with three crowns, [fol. 144a 2] Salutation

to GEGAR, the governor of the martyrs.

XVn. Nahasse

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day 'entawos (entaeus), the 'amorawi, became

a martyr. Originally this saint was a wicked man, and knew
not Christ, and he devoted all his toil and thought to heaping

up money. And having arrived in the city of Damascus, he

went into the church of Saint theodore, the man from the

East, whilst the congregation were assembled there, now it was

the day of their festiveil, and having entered the church, he

set fire to the furniture thereof, and broke the cross. And when
he went up into the upper part of the church, he saw with his

own eyes fire coming down from heaven in the form of arrows,

which transfixed all his soldiers, and one of the arrows pierced

his right eye, and he suffered great agony, and the sweat

dropped from him. And he cried out from the depth of his heart,

and, shedding tears, said, " I believe in Thee, Jesus Christ, Son

of the Living God, the God of Saint theodore, and in the

Holy Trinity "
; and he pledged himself never again to worship

any other [god]. Now the Christians, who were celebrating the

Offering, did not know what had happened, and when they

heard they marvelled, and their Faith was increased. And when
Saint 'entaw6s (entaeus) had gone to the bishop, whose

name was elias, he told him everything that had happened,

and he asked him to baptize him with Christian baptism. And
when the bishop prayed over the water in the vessel for baptism,

[fol. 144a 3] a pillar of light, like unto the rainbow, came down,

and all the people saw it. And Saint 'entawos (entaeus)

/
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and those who were with him, both Jews and pagans, sixteen
hundred and ninety-eight in number, were baptized, and re-
ceived the Body and Blood of Christ. And Saint 'entAwos
(entaeus) said, as he marvelled at this, "I saw in a dream a
shining Lady, and she took me by the hand and led me to the
altar, and she brought me near with her hand. And then I
went to Jerusalem and I received the Body of Christ. And
again I saw on the altar a White Lamb, and having been slain
with the knife (?) of the cross, its blood ran into the cup. And
when I had partaken of the Body of Christ, the Body became
pure bread, and His Blood became wine." And then, when he
was departing from Damascus, the people thereof seized him,
and took him to the king. And when the king knew that he
was strong in the Faith of Christ, he commanded his soldiers
to beat his mouth with clubs (?) until his teeth were broken,
and his blood filled his mouth. And then they tied him up in
strips of hide for several days, without water and food, and they
took him out from them and cast him into a furnace, which was
heated with pitch, and sulphur, and bitumen, and fat, and there
came forth therefrom a sweet and pleasant odour. And when
the soldiers looked at him they found him standing up in the
middle of the fire praying, and they took him to the king. And
the king said unto him, "Where didst thou learn the power of
magic?" And the saint said unto him, "I know nothing of
magic, but [I know] that the might of my Lord Jesus Christ
hath put thee to shame." [fol. 1446 i] And being filled with
wrath, the king commanded the soldiers to cut off his head with
the sword. And when Saint 'entawos (entaeus) stood up
facing the East, he stretched out his hands, and committed his
soul to God

;
and as he was praying, a voice came from heaven,

saying, " Come,Myservant, in peace, so that thou mayest rest with
GEORGE and STEPHEN."Andwhenhe had finished his prayerthe
soldiers cut off his head with the sword, and having finished his
martyrdom mnumerable signs and wonders were made manifest
through his body. Salutation to 'entAwos (entaeus).

And on this day also 'akrAtes, the brother of antaeus,
became a martyr. Salutation to 'akrAtes.

fk
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And on this day also Saint james, who was from a little

city the name of which is man UG, on the borders of ab us, in

Lower Egypt, [fol. 1446 2] became a mart}^*. The parents of

this saint were Christians, and fearers of God, and they had
begotten three daughters before they begot him. And when
they were grown up a little, they committed them to a nunnery
to be taught, and brought up, in the fear of God, and they

learned many of the Books of the Church and of the Old and
New Testaments. And when their parents wished to bring

them back from the nunnery, the maidens did not wish to

return, but they dedicated themselves as the brides of Christ

;

and their parents sorrowed because of their separation from
them, but God consoled them by means of this Saint james,
and they rejoiced in him when he was bom to them. And when
his days were six years, they sent him to the city of 'AWfesu,
to school, and he studied learning of every kind, and was perfect

in every branch of knowledge ; and his father deputed him to

take charge of his money and possessions, and his herds and
flocks. And there lived with his father a certain old shepherd
of sheep, and he used to perform many works of excellence,

and he used to go down into a well of water during the days of

winter and stand up therein the whole night praying; and
Saint JAMES used to do even as did the old shepherd of sheep,

and he continued to do so for many days. And Satan having
brought tribulation upon the Christians, many of them became
martyrs. And the old man handed over the sheep to the father

of Saint james, and when Saint james departed to become
a martyr, the father of Saint james asked the shepherd to go
with him. [fol. 1446 3] And he left [him] with that old man, and
[told him] to return. And when he had gone with him, he found
that the governor was in Upper Egypt, passing judgement
upon JUSTUS, the king's son, who had forsaken his kingdom
and become a martyr. And the old man said unto james,
"Observe, O my son, if this king of Egypt hath rejected a
kingdom of this world, and followed Christ, and hath separated
himself from his wife and family, how very much should we,
who are poor folk, be consoled. O my son, be not sorrowful
because of thy separation from thy parents." And then the

B ESIV 78
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old man approached the governor, and confessed the Name of
our Lord Jesus Christ before him, and cursed his gods. And
the governor condemned the old man, and cut off his head with
the sword speedily, and he became a martyr. And he tortured
Saint JAMES very severely, and he beat him with whips made
of cords, and then he made [an iron] red-hot and laid it on his
belly. And Saint james lifted up his eyes to Christ, and prayed,
saying, "O my Lord Jesus, help me under this tribulation";
and the Lord dehvered him from the torture and raised him
up whole and uninjured. And then the governor put him in a
sack, and cast him into the river, and the angel of the Lord
raised him up from the river whole and uninjured. And the
saint stood up before the governor, and cursed him and his

imclean gods; and the governor was wroth with him and sent
him to the governor of farm A, who tortured him very severely.

They cut out his tongue, and tore out his eyes and his eyelids,

and they tortured him [fol. 145 a i] on the wheel, and they made
slits in every part of his body, and at length all his limbs were
crushed, and his blood flowed down on the ground like water;
and sURIEL, the angel of God, came down and delivered him,
and healed his wounds. And when the governor was tired of
torturing him, he commanded the soldiers to cut off his head
with the sword, [and they did so,] and he received the crown of

martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. And when he was
in the city of farma there were two other men who became
martyrs with him, that is to say, Abraham and John, who
were of the men of the city of gAmn u d i. Salutation to j am e s,

who was learned from his youth. Salutation to the aged shep-
herd who followed the Law of God.

XVm. NAHASSt

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the holy father, Abba Alexander,
Archbishop of the city of Alexandria. This holy father was an
honourable man, and much tribulation came upon him through
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the people of arius. And in his days Abba athanasius

renewed the excommunication [fol. 145^2] of arius, and he

removed him, and expelled his followers, from the churches of

the city of Alexandria. And arius departed to the city of

Constantinia, and he went unto the Emperor constantine,

the son of constantine the Just, and he made accusations

against athanasius to him. And when he found no rest

with him, arius asked the emperor to command this Father

ALEXANDER to receive him with his priests. And the emperor

sent messengers to this father, and had him brought, and he

said unto him, ''athanasius transgressed our command,

and would not receive arius; thou knowest that we appointed

thee, and thou must not transgress our command. Make my
heart glad, and release arius from thy ban.'' And Saint Abba

ALEXANDER answered and said unto him, ''The Church will

not receive arius, because he doth not worship the Holy

Trinity"; and the emperor said unto him, ''But he confessed

his belief in the Holy Trinity before me." And Alexander

answered and said unto him, "If he believeth in the Holy

Trinity and if he believeth that the Son is equal with the Father

in His Godhead, let him write this with his hand." And the

emperor had arius brought, and he said unto him, "Write

with thy hand the True Faith," and he wrote with his hand

the True Faith, although he did not believe it in his heart, and

then he took an oath on the Holy Gospels that this was the

True Faith, but he swore falsely. And the emperor said unto

this Father Alexander, "There is now no pretext to be

foimd against him since he hath written the True [fol. 145 a 3]

Faith with his own hand, and taken an oath on the Holy Gos-

pels." And Abba Alexander said unto the emperor, "atha-

nasius renewed the proclamation of the excommunication

of arius, which was written by the hand of thy Father con-

stantine, and was written also by the hands of the Three

Hundred and Eighteen [Bishops] of the True Faith, and he

expelled him and all his people from the city of Alexandria.

But wait, at my request, for one week, and if nothing happeneth

to him during this week, then his profession of the Faith is

sincere, and his oath is righteous, and I will receive him, and

78-2
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will let him mix with the priests, and he shall take part with
them in the service of the Sanctuary." And the emperor
answered and said unto him, " Know thou that I will not wait
at thy request seven days. If thou wilt not receive him I will

levy a very heavy tax upon the churches.'' And after this

Father Alexander went out from the emperor's presence,

and departed to his own house, and he fasted there the whole
week, and he besought God to deliver arius from his sin.

And when the week was expired, arius arrayed himself in

fine apparel, and went into the church, and sat down in front

of the altar with the priests. Then this Father Alexander
entered, being sad and sorrowful, and not knowing what to do.

And he stood up and began [fol. 145 &i] the service of the

Offering. And the bowels of arius were moved, and he went
to answer the call of nature, and everything which was in his

body flowed away from beneath him, and he was left empty.
And when arius delayed in returning, the people searched for

him and enquired where he was, and they found him dead in

the latrine ; and they told this father what had happened, and
he praised Christ Who had not cast away the Church. And the

emperor marvelled about this, and knew that,ARius had sworn
an oath falsely, and had written a lie with his own hand; and
then the emperor knew the holiness of this father, and his

righteousness, and orthodoxy, and he knew that arius was
an infidel. And the emperor praised the Father, and the Son,

and the Holy Ghost, and confessed that their Godhead is One.
And this father, having followed a good course, and arrived at

a good old age, departed to God, Whom he loved, and received

the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of the heavens. Salu-

tation to Abba ALEXANDER.

Salutation tojusTiNUS, who dwelt on the top of a mountain,
and learned by heart the Psalms, [fol. 14562] and the Books
of the Prophets and Apostles.
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XIX. Nahass^.

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day took place the translation of the body of Saint

Abba MACARius the Great to the desert of scete. After his

death certain men came from the city of s£lAw!r and stole

the body of the saint, and built a church over it in their city;

and it remained there until the Muslims ruled over the city,

and then the men of sfeLAwiR removed it to another city.

And they built a church over hun in their country, and he re-

mained therein until the days of Abba michael the arch-

bishop, that is to say for a period of four hundred and forty

years. When Abba michael was appointed, he became

steward (or, administrator) of the church of Saint Abba ma-

cARIUS. And when the archbishop went up to fast the Great

Fast in the monastery of Abba macarius, he cried out, saying,

" I wish that our Lord Jesus Christ would help me, and that I

shall find happy days, and that the body of Saint Abba MA-

CARius shall be among us in this monastery." And after a

few days Abba michael, the steward of the church, and certain

aged monks with him, departed on some business of the monas-

tery, and a spiritual thought moved itself in their minds. And

they came to the place wherein was the body of Saint Abba

MACARIUS [fol. 1456 3] that they might take him up, and the

governor and all the men of the city gathered together with

staves and swords, and prevented them from taking up the

body of the saint ; and the aged monks fell asleep being very sad

and sorry in their hearts. And that night Abba macarius ap-

peared to the governor and said unto him, *'Why dost thou

prevent me from departing to my sons? Let me go with them

to my own place, and prevent them not from canying me away

with them." And when the morning was come, the governor

rose up, and he was in fear and trembling, and he called the

aged monks, and delivered over to them the body of Abba

macarius, and they received him with great joy. And they

placed the body in a ship, and when they arrived in the city of
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TARNUT, there were many people with them from every city,

who had come to bid the body of Abba macarius farewell.

And the aged monks lodged there that night, and they prayed,

and they celebrated the Offering, and received the Holy Mys-
teries, and then they took up macarius and carried him to

the desert. And as they were going along, they came to a place

in the desert which was half way, and they wished to rest for

a little because of [their] fatigue. And Abba Michael said

unto them, ''As God Who holdeth the place of the Cherubim
in His hand liveth, we will not rest until God revealeth unto

us and sheweth imto us, [the place wherein] Saint Abba ma-
carius shall rest." And when the camel which was canying
the body of Abba macarius came to that place, he knelt

down, and would not rise up again, and he began to turn his

head to this side and to that, and to lick the box [fol. 146 a i]

wherein was the body of Saint macarius. And the aged

monks knew that that was the place where the saint was to

rest, and they marvelled exceedingly, and glorified God greatly;

and that place is well known to this day. And when they came
to the monastery, all the monks went out and received him with

great honour, and with singing and with hymns, and with the

Gospel, and with the Cross; and they had lighted lamps with

them. And they carried him on their heads, and they bore him
along singing as they went, until they brought him into the

church, with great honour; and God performed many miracles

that day. Salutation to the translation of the body of Abba
MACARIUS. Salutation to the children of macarius.

Salutation to finhanes (phinehas).

XX. NAHASSfe

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

[fol. 146a 2] On this day died Abba salAmA the interpreter,

and on this day also is commemorated Saint HizAwi (or,

HfzAKu). Salutation to salAmA.
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Salutation to james, the Pure.

And on this day also died the seven holy young men of the

city of Ephesus. And it came to pass that in the days of the

wicked Emperor decius these seven young men were in his

army, and he appointed them to offices in his government.

And when he established the worship of idols, certain men

made accusations against these saints to him, and he seized

them and shut them up in prison. But as he wanted to go to

another place he released them from their bonds and sent them

away until he returned, thinking within himself that they

would turn from their good counsel. And when the emperor

had gone out of the city, these samts refused to do the work of

the soldiers and would not worship unclean [fol. 146 a 3] idols,

and then they went to a cave in the mountain, and closed up

the mouth thereof and went to sleep inside it. And they had

among them silver moneys on which was stamped the name of

the Emperor decius. And one after another of them used to

go into the city every day in the early morning, and buy food

for them. One day one of them heard a rumour of the coming

of the Emperor decius; and when the news reached them that

the Emperor decius had come to the city of Ephesus, they

closed the doors of the cave on themselves, and went to sleep.

And a certain believing soldier knew the place where they were,

and he used to wait for them to come into the city, but after

the arrival of the emperor they did not come. And the soldier

rose up and departed and came to that cave, and he found that

they had shut the doors of the cave from the inside, and he

thought that they w^re dead. And he took a tablet of brass,

and wrote upon it the story of their strife, and of what had

happened to them, and he laid that tablet in a cavity in the

wall of the cave. And sorrow laid hold upon the saints, and

they slept by the commandment of God for three hundred and

seventy-two years. And decius died, and many other emperors

reigned after him, and at length came the days of the Emperor

THEODOSius. And it came to pass in the thirty-eighth year

of his reign, that certain men discussed among themselves the

words of those who said, "There is no resurrection of the dead,"

•*-»^v"-»^—
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III

and many people followed them. And God wished [fol. 1466 i]

to reveal the truth, and to make men to be certain that the
resurrection of the dead would assuredly take place, and He
woke up those seven holy young men. And they gave to one
of their mmiber some of the moneys which they had, and they
commanded him to go and buy them food to eat, and he heard
[from] them the story of the wicked Emperor decius. And
when he came into the city, the manner thereof appeared to
him to be changed, and he saw crosses on the gates of the city
and on the walls thereof, and he heard the people taking oaths
in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. And he asked one of
them, saying, "Is not this the city of Ephesus? " And the man
answered and said unto him, ''Yea.*' And he took out the
silver moneys which he had and gave to a certain merchant in
the market, in order to buy from him food to eat ; and when
the merchant saw the silver money, he did not find it to be
the silver money with which one could buy in those days; for
he foimd the name of decius, the wicked emperor, stamped
upon it. And the merchant seized him and bound him, and he
said unto him, "Thou art a seeker after ancient treasure, and
behold this silver money which is on thee is a proof of it/' And
whilst they were quarreUing together, many men gathered
round about them, and they asked him, saying, "Whence
comest thou?" And he answered and said unto them, "I
belong to this city." And they said unto him, "Whom dost
thou know among the men of this city? " And he said unto
them, "So and so." And of those men [fol. 146b 2] whom he
said he knew, there was not one of them left alive; and they
dragged him away, and were wroth with him. And the story
of the yoimg man was heard by the bishop, Abba Theodore,
and by the Emperor theodosius, who had that man of the
Seven brought before him. And the emperor and the bishop
asked him, saying, "Tell us what hath happened unto thee,
and from what country thou comest." And he answered and said
unto them, "We were seven men, and we belonged to the army
of the wicked Emperor decius. And when he departed to
another place we went out of the city of Ephesus, and came mto
a cave, and we closed up the mouth of the cave. And we lay

•1

1

TWELFTH MONTH—NAHASSE (AUG. 4-SEPT. 2) 1235

down and have skpt there until now. And behold my six

companions are lyi.ig in the cave." And the emperor and the

bishop went forth, and all the people with them, and they came

to the cave, and they found the saints lying there, and the

written and engraved tablet, in the cave. And they read the

tablet, on which it was said that it had been engraved m the

days of the wicked decius, that is to say, three hundred and

seventy-two years before. And when the emperor, and the

bishop, and all the people saw this, they marvelled exceedingly,

and they glorified God greatly ; and those who did not believe

in the resurrection of the dead believed forthwith when they

saw this miracle. And when the seven young men had been

questioned, and they had made known everything which had

happened to them, they lay down again, and delivered up their

souls into the hand of God. And the emperor made gold coffins

for them, [fol. 146b 3] and he wrapped them in silk cloths and

laid them in the gold coffins, and signs and wonders took place

through their bodies. Now their names were these: maxi-

MANUS, tAmUKIGROS, MARDIMUS, JOHN, CONSTANTINE,

ANTONius, and dionysius. Salutation to the seven

BRETHREN.

XXI. NAHASsi:

in the name of the father and the son

and the holy ghost, one god

On this day is celebrated a festival commemorating our

Lady mary, the God-bearer, who became the salvation of the

world, and who maketh intercession for us at all times, and for

all those who celebrate her commemoration. Salutation to

thee, O MARY.

And on this day also died Saint irene, which is being

mterpreted, [fol. 147a i] "Peace." This saint was the daughter

of King LUC IAN us, and he built for her a palace, and he placed

in the walls eight windows, and round about it were twelve

halls. And he made for her a table of gold, and vessels of gold

and silver, and he commanded a certain aged man to teach her;

II
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and then he settled her in the palace, with three handmaidens
to render her service, and closed the doors of the palace upon her.

And the old teacher used to instruct her from outside; and her
days at that time were seven years. And one day whilst she
was sitting at table, she saw a dove with an olive leaf in her
mouth, and she laid it upon the table, and then there came an
eagle with a crown, which he laid upon the table, and a raven
came with a serpent, which he laid upon the table; and she
was frightened at this sight, and she told her teacher about it.

And he answered and said unto her, ''The dove is the teaching
of the Law, and the ohve leaf is Christian baptism; the eagle
is the conqueror, and the crown is the works of the righteous;
the raven is a king, and the serpent is tribulation." And her
teacher said unto her, "Thou must fight the fight for the Name
of Christ.'' And her father the king came to visit her, and he
said imto her, "O my daughter, I wish to marry thee to one
of the great nobles"; and she asked him, saying, "O my father,

wait three days, until I can take counsel about it with [fol.

147 a 2] my soul." And when her father had departed from her,
she shaved off her hair, and stood up before the altar of the
idols which were in the palace, and asked them to advise her
about marriage; but they made no response whatsoever to her.
And the saint Hfted up her eyes to heaven, and said, "O God
of the Christians have mercy upon me according to Thy good
pleasure." And the angel of God came to her and said unto
her, "Behold, on the morrow there shall come to this city one
of the disciples of paul the apostle, and he shall baptize thee
with Christian baptism"; and on the following day God sent
unto her one of the disciples of the apostle, and he baptized
her with Christian baptism. And after three days her father
and her mother came to her, according to their promise, and
she said unto them, "I am a Christian. I believe on my Lord
Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God; the Creator of heaven
and earth." And her father was wroth with her, and he had
her brought out into the midst of the city, and he commanded
his servants to bind her with cords, and to throw her in the road,
and to make horses trample upon her; and they did to her as
he commanded, but no harm came to her. And when her
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parents saw this, they believed on our Lord Jesus Christ and

marvelled exceedingly, and they forsook their kingdom and

departed to their abode and dwelt there. And when the king

who lived near their country, heard the story of them and what

had happened to them, he came to that city, and [fol. i47« 3]

said unto them, ''Return to your kingdom," but they did not

wish to do so; now that king ruled the whole country. And he

tortured Saint IRENE, and he set starving lions and serpents

to attack her, but no evU whatsoever happened to her. Ihen

he sawed her with a saw, and he hung a heavy stone about her

neck, but our Lord Jesus delivered her, and raised her up

uniniured from every torture. And her parents called the pnest

who had baptized her, and he baptized them with Chnstian

baptism, and three hundred of their servants, and many of

their kinsfolk and people of the city. And then numerianus

the king heard the report of her, and he sent and had her

brought to him, and he took her to the city of kalAni where

he tortured her severely, and shut her up in a brass buU, but

God smashed the brass bull, and brought her out therefrom.

And NUMERIANUS the king died, and King sab6r reigned in

his stead. And he heard the report of Saint irene, and he had

her brought to him, and then he speared her with the spear

which was in his hand, and she delivered up her soul. And our

Lord Jesus Christ raised her up from the dead. When sabor

the king saw this miracle, he marvelled exceedingly, and he

bowed low before her and believed on our Lord Jesus Christ,

and with him were many people of the inhabitants of the city.

Now the number of those who believed through her [fol. 147^ i]

was three hundred and ten thousand. . .women. And the father

and mother of Saint irene died in the palace. And the Divine

power bore the saint to the city of Ephesus, where she per-

formed many signs and wonders. For her confidence was in

our Lord Jesus Christ [when she stood] before the kings of

Persia, and the kings of Macedonia, and the kings of kala-

nikA and Constantinia. And then she died in great honour,

and they built a beautiful church for her, and laid her body

therein, and many signs and wonders took place through her

body, and a great healing of the sick. Salutation to irene.
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XXII. NahassI:

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day [is commemorated] the great prophet micah,
*he son of lYvtL yoak, and his father also called him ''j6-
rAm." This righteous man prophesied in the days ofjEHOSA-
PHAT, King of Judah, the son of j6rAm, and of the kings
AHAziAH, and khat6lyA, and God proclauned by his
mouth [fol. 1475 2] great things. And he prophesied concerning
the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, saying, "Behold, God
shall come from His place, and He shall come down and walk
upon the earth." And he prophesied concerning the Nativity
of our Lord Jesus Christ, in Bethlehem of Judah, saying, "And
thou Bethlehem [in] the land of Ephratha, shall not be less
than the kings of Judah, for from thee shall go forth a king,
who shaU rule my people Israel; and his going forth shall be
before the creation of the world." And he prophesied concerning
the destruction of the Temple of the Jews, and concerning the
rising up of another Temple in its place in all the ends of the
earth. And he prophesied concemmg the going forth of the
Gospel, saying, "The Law shall go forth from Zion, and the
Voice of God from Jerusalem." And he prophesied to ahab,
the King of Israel, saying, "Thou shalt die in the battle of
Edom, King of Gilead." And many years having been fulfilled
to this prophet, and having reached a good old age, he departed
to God, Whom he loved. And he prophesied eight hundred
years before the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, and he
was buried in the viUage the name of which is m£rAtA.
Salutation to micah.

XXm. NAHASSt

SONIN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

[fol. 147 b 3] On this day three (or, thirty) thousand of our
Christian brethren in the city of Alexandria became martyrs.
And this took place when the wicked Emperor marcianus

n
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exiled our father dioscurus to the island of gAgra; and

there was rebellion and great tumult in the city of Alexandria

for many years. And when marcianus died, and l

e

o reigned,

the people of Rome set over themselves a man from the city

of Alexandria, whose name was abrutarius, as archbishop.

He had been a priest in the city of Alexandria, and he believed

in the Council of Chalcedon. Only a few of the Alexandrians

accepted him, and the rest of the people received the Holy

Mysteries from the priests whom our father Abba cyril and

Abba DIOSCURUS had appointed. And when abrutarius

was appointed, he formed a company of his friends who believed

his words, and he excommunicated 'awtAki (eutyches),

the priest, who declared that the Godhead [of Christ] was

mingled in His Incarnation. And by this he wished to seduce

the men of the city, and to make them at length to enter into

an evil faith ; and they believed his words, because they thought

that our father dioscurus and his company agreed with

'awtAki (eutyches) in [his] denial. Now our father dios-

curus excommunicated 'awtAki (eutyches), and he

cursed [fol. 148 « i] all those who mingled the Godhead of Christ

with His Incarnation. How could one turn and believe his words?

Nay, the Faith of our father dioscurus was like the Faith

of Saints basil, and Gregory, and cyril, who believed in

the One Nature of God, the Word, Which became incarnate,

and not that the Godhead changed and became flesh, and not

that the flesh changed and became Godhead, but that each of

them remained by Itself. And it was not right for them to say

that Christ became Two Natures, and Two Persons, and Two
Things after His Union, which did not destroy [His] Unity.

And 'awtAki (eutyches) believed in the mingling of Nature.

Our fathers excommunicated those who separate the Natures,

after they had become One, and Hkewise they excommunicated

those who mingle them after they were separated. And on the

day following the Council which abrutarius had gathered

together, they found abrutarius killed in his house, and his

companions said that it was one of the disciples of our father

Abba DIOSCURUS who had killed him. And he said unto them,

"We are brethren. Perhaps it is one of the companions of
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'awtAk! (eutyches) who hath killed him, or perhaps thieves

killed him in order to carry off his money." And this was true,

for the Council did not assemble on account of us, nor because

of us; but we agree in the excommunication of 'awtAk!
(eutyches). And the companions of abrutarius sent a

letter to the king wherein they said, "Behold, the people have
treated the government with insolence, and have behaved
contemptuously towards the emperor, [fol. 1480:2] and have
killed the archbishop whom the emperor appointed." And
whilst they were gathered together because of this thing, behold

our brethren assembled and appointed Abba timothy arch-

bishop over them. And those wicked men sent another royal

ofi&cial, one 'abrotari, to the emperor, saying, ''Behold they

have killed abrutarius and have appointed over them an
archbishop without the emperor's command." And the emperor
was exceedingly angry because of these two letters, and Satan

entered into him, and he sent many soldiers, and they slew of

our brethren three thousand orthodox Christians, small and
great, slaves and free men, and he exiled Abba timothy to

the island of gagrA, where he lived for seven years. And if

[they say] that one of the servants of Abba» dioscurus killed

ABRUTARIUS, as Satan taught them, they speak falsehood.

Was it meet that they should kill three thousand men instead

of one man, especially as they did not kill any one of the wicked

Arian heretics, who killed bishops and priests? But let everyone

know that this took place through the operation of Satan. And
after this shameful slaughter, the emperor knew that our

brethren did not kill abrutarius, and that they did not

know who did kill him. And the emperor sent and brought

back TIMOTHY from the island, and he paid him great honour,

and set him upon the throne of his office in the city of Alex-

andria. And he sat in the days of [fol. 148a 3] leg for twenty-

two years. Salutation to those who died by violence.

And on this day also Saint damianus became a martyr.

They tortured this saint in the city of Antioch with every kind
of cruel torture. When the governor was tired of torturing him,

he commanded [the soldiers] to cut off his head, and they cut
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of! his head, and the saint received the crown of martyrdom in

the kingdom of the heavens. Salutation to damianus the

martyr, the workman of Jesus.

Salutation to mary the daughter of Abraham.

[fol. 148& i] Salutation to Abraham, the Friend of God.

XXIV. NAHASSi

in the name of the father and the son

and the holy ghost, one god

On this day died the head of the monks and father of all the

world, Abuna takla hAymAnot. The birthplace of this

saint was zarare, in the country of shawA. His father's

name was sAga za'ab, and his mother's name was feGzi'fe

kharayA. His father belonged to the family of priests who

illumined Ethiopia with their Faith; his wife was barren, and

they used to pray to God to give them a son. And whilst they

were living thus, Satan made matalome governor of dAmot,

and he laid waste the whole of the districts of SHawA, up to

the border of 'amkhArA. And all the nobles, one after the

other, gave him their women, and the beautiful women whom
he found during his raid he made his concubines. And in those

days he came to the city of s£lAlesh and killed all the

Cluistians, and sAga za'ab fled in fear, and fell into a pool

of water, which became like a tent. And tGzi't [fol. 148^? 2]

kharayA the soldiers seized and carried off, and they brought

her to MATALOME. And when he saw her beauty he rejoiced

exceedingly, and he adorned her with apparel of fine Unen.

Then he returned to his country, and his nobles gathered to-

gether in order to make ready for the feast of his marriage with

her; and when EGzi'fe kharayA heard this she made prayer

to God that He would deliver her from this unclean union. And
straightway Michael the archangel came, and he took her

up upon his wings, and brought her into the church at the time

of the third hour, and as sAga za'ab was going out of the

church he saw her standing dressed in ornamental apparel.
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And he said, "Who is this woman? " and when he asked her he

knew that she was his wife ; and she told him everything which

had happened to her from the beginning to the end. One night

MICHAEL, the angel of God, appeared unto them, and told

them that they should produce a son whose righteousness

should be heard of in all the ends of the earth, and that the

heavens and the earth would not be sufficient [to contain] one

of his excellences. And after a few days this saint was con-

ceived, on the twenty-fourth day of the month of Magabit,

and he was born on the twenty-fourth day of the month of

Takhshash; and there was joy in the house of his father and

mother. On the day when they gave him Christian baptism

they called him "zara yohannes.'' On the third day after

he was bom, he cried out, sa5ang, "One is the Holy Father,

One is the Holy Son, One is the Holy Spirit." And he grew in

the Holy Spirit, and in wisdom, and he worked [fol. 14863]

signs and wonders, thus: When anything which was used for

food was wanting in his father's house, he would touch, with

a smile, a little flour, and fill all the house therewith, and he did

the same with olive oil, and honey, and fat, and wine; and he

would fill the house so full that everyone ^Yho saw it, and heard

of it, marvelled. And when he was seven years old his father

taught him the Psalms of david, and all the Books of the

Church. And then he took him to the Bishop, Abba cyril,

who made him a deacon and prophesied concerning him, saying,

"This boy shall become a chosen vessel of God,*' and having

received the office of deacon [he departed] to his own country.

When he was a young man, he used to traverse the desert

hunting wild beasts, and [one day] at noon, our Lord appeared

unto him, sitting upon the wings of michael, and said unto

him, " O My beloved, henceforward thou shalt not be a hunter of

wild beasts, but thou shalt catch many souls in [thy] net. And

thy name shall be 'takla haymanot,' for I have chosen

thee from thy mother's womb, and I have sanctified thee like

JEREMIAH the prophet, and john the Baptist. And behold,

I have given thee power to heal the sick, and to drive out unclean

spirits in all the world"; and having said these words He dis-

appeared, and the saint returned to his abode. And after a few
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days his father and his mother died, and he gave all his goods

to the poor and needy, and he left all the house open, and took

his staff and went forth by night, saying, "What shall it profit

a man if he gain the whole world and destroy his soul?" And

then he took the rank of priest, [fol. 149 a i] and began to

preach the Faith in all the country of shawa; and he baptized

seventy thousand people in his own country. And he destroyed

all the shrines of idols, and cut down the trees thereof, so that

the Satans, who used to dwell in them, might take to flight.

And after three years a voice cried unto him from heaven,

saying, "O takla haymanot, rise up and go to the land of

dAmot, that thou mayest receive for me much spoil." And as

he was journeying along the road of 'enArte 'at, he met

some men, who were magicians and diviners, and their king,

and they were performing acts of divination. During the

violent quarrel which he had with them, they beat him with a

thick iron rod, until the bones shewed through his skin, and he

died ; but God gave him strength to endure, and He raised him

up sound and unharmed. And he remained thus for four

mornings, and after he had prayed the earth swallowed up the

magicians and their beasts. Passing on from that place he

arrived at the country of dAmot, and he destroyed the diviners.

And when motalame (szc), the governor, heard of him, he

commanded his soldiers to bring him to him, bound with strong

fetters, and he said unto him, "Why dost thou destroy my
country?" And having said this to him, he commanded the

soldiers to kill him, and to cast him down a precipice several

times. And God gave him strength to endure, and He raised

him up unharmed. And having performed signs and wonders

before the governor and destroyed the soothsayers, he made the

governor to believe on Christ, for he raised up before him many

dead persons. Now those who were baptized with him, on that

day, were in number twelve thousand and ninety-nine [fol.

149 « 2] souls. And when the wherewithal for the administration

of the Holy Mysteries was lacking michael brought down to

him [some oil of] meron from heaven, and he said unto him,

"Consecrate the Tabernacle with this, and administer the

Holy Mysteries to the people"; and he did as michael told

B £ S IV 79
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him. And our father continued to teach the king the Books of

the Prophets and Apostles. And when he had Uved in damot
for twelve years, a voice cried to him from heaven on Easter

Day, and our Lord gave him the promise that He would give

the kingdom of heaven unto all those who called upon his name

and celebrated his commemoration, and that He would deliver

them from all tribulation and sorrow. And the voice also said

imto him, "Go thou to the coimtry of 'anhare, to Abba

BASALOTA MiKAEL," and when he had arrived there he lived

with him for ten years; and he served by day with his disciples,

and during the night he made innumerable bowings to the

ground. And he worked the flour mill, and drew water, and cut

wood for the fire ceaselessly. And besides this, he wrought

many miracles, raising the dead, and healing sick folk without

number. And then God said unto him, ''O My beloved takla
hAymanot, go thou to the place (or, shrine) of Stephen
Protomartyr, which is called hayk, and there thou shalt find

a holy man whose name is iyasusmoa, and he will give thee

the order of monkhood." And he rose up and departed, and

came to the sea-coast, and passed over the sea as if he were

on dry land, without wetting his feet. When he came to the

holy man, he welcomed him, and gave him the apparel of the

monk, [that is to say,] the tunic and the head cloth only; and

he dwelt there for ten years working signs and wonders, and

each [night] he made seven thousand bowings, [fol. 149 a 3]

And then God said unto him, "O My beloved takla hAy-
manot, go thou to the land of teg re, and go up the moimtain

which is called dAmo, and thou shalt find there a holy man
whose name is 'yohanni,' and take thou from him the cap

and cloak, and dwell there until I tell thee." And he dwelt

there fighting the fight, having received the cap and the cloak,

for twelve years. And God appeared unto him and said imto

him, "Get thee out of this mountain, and travel about through

the deserts of tegre and visit the monasteries and houses of

the monks." And he went down from that high mountain,

being exhausted by the toil thereof, and he travelled through

the deserts of tegre. And having finished this he went down

to Jerusalem, michael, the angel, guiding him, and when he
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came to the Red Sea he passed over it, according to his wont,

without wetting his feet. Having crossed the sea he came to

Jerusalem, and he went round and visited all the holy places.

And he returned to the land of TEGRt and talked and mixed

with aU the saints; and he went down to Jerusalem a second

and a third time, and wished to dwell there. And the Holy

Spirit said unto him, "Go back to the land of mulAdek, for

that is thy lot." And going back he visited Abba yohanni

of DABRA dAmo. Theucc he went down and travelled on to-

wards BUR, and he found madkhanina 'EGzi'fe, in a place

the name of which is gwonAguenA, and that saint gave him

the garb of the monkhood, and prophesied to him that he

should become the father of all the monks of tegre, and the

son of Abba samuel of wAldebbA, and of all the teachers

who were in TEGRi. And when our father takla hAymAnot

had gone out [fol. 1496 i] from tegre, he went to the place of

HAYK and gave to iyAsus moa the cap and the cloak. Thence

having gone out and passed through all the deserts, he came to

the land of shawA, and he dwelt in the desert of GfeoA for

many days. And then he departed to the land of g£rAryA,

and he made a cell among the rocks and he went out neither

by day nor by night. And his disciples were in number seventeen,

and many came to him, both men and women, and they became

monks and widows, and they Uved in one house; but no man

had knowledge of any woman, because Satan was fettered by

prayer. And then he built in his cell a kind of wall to lean

against, and he fixed therein sharp points, behind him, on his

right hand, and on his left, so that they could pierce his body.

And having stood in the cell too long, the thigh bone of one of

his legs broke, and then he stood up on one foot for seven years.

And our Lord Jesus Christ came unto him, with our Lady MARY,

and with the prophets and apostles, and the righteous, and the

martyrs, and michael and Gabriel, and He said unto him,

"O My beloved, thou dost resemble Me in My suffering, and I

will make thee My equal in My kingdom. And behold, thy weak-

ness in this world is ended, and it hath been accepted by Me.

Come, that henceforth thou mayest inherit everlasting Ufe";

and then He gave him the promise concerning those who

79-2
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should call upon his name, and celebrate his commemoration.

And then the saint became slightly sick of the plague, and he

died at a good old age, his days being ninety-nine years [fol.

14962] and eight months. And they wrapped him in cloths

with reverence and praise, and buried him in his rock. Saluta-

tion to TAKLA HAYMANOT.

And on this day also died the holy father, the fighter and

conqueror, the soldier and apostle of Christ, thomas. Bishop

of the city of mar'As, the confessor. The tongues of men are

incapable of describing the glory and righteousness of this

saint. Beings of flesh are incapable of understanding his ex-

cellences and virtues. Originally this saint was an ascetic, and

a fighter of the spiritual fight. He fasted and prayed frequently,

and kept vigil by night and by day, and he gave alms in

abundance to the poor and needy. And God chose him and

made him Bishop of the city of mar'As, and he protected his

flock like the Apostles. And when diocletian the wicked

was reigning, one of his governors came to the city of mar*As

to torture the Christians. And he sent some wicked soldiers to

this holy father, and they seized him and brought him to him,

and they beat him, as they dragged him over the ground, and he

arrived in the presence of the governor with his blood dropping

on the ground. And the governor said unto him, ''Deny Christ

and worship the gods.'' And the saint answered and said unto

him, "I will not worship filthy [fol. 1496 3] stones, I will wor-

ship only my Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God.

Cursed art thou, and thy filthy idols, and cursed are those who

worship them.'' And the governorwaswrothwith Saint thomas,

and he tortured him very severely, and he beat him very cruelly,

and he hung him up, and boiled pitch and poured it into his

mouth and nostrils, and he tortured him for many days. Now

the hearts of those deniers of Christ were like unto stones, and

they did not want the saint to die quickly, so they prolonged

his torture in order to frighten the multitude, and make them

to deny Christ ; but they were vanquished, and whilst they were

weary of torturing him, he was strong in rebuking them. And

they cast him into a dark place and forgot him, and he dwelt
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in that one place for twelve years. And each year the wicked

men came to him, and tortured him, and cut off one of his

limbs. And in this place they cut off his ears, and his nose, and

his hps, and his hands, and his feet, and they pulled out his

front teeth and his grinders, and his whole body was as black

as ink. And they forgot him in that dark prison house until

at length those members of his flock, who knew him, thought

that he was dead, and they used to perform services of com-

memoration for him every year. And when they shut him up

in prison, a certain believing woman saw him, and she used to

come to him by night secretly, and throw in food to him through

a little window. And he lived in this way until the righteous

Emperor constantine reigned, and revealed [fol. 150a i]

the True Faith of Christ. And he commanded his officers to

release all the confessors who were shut up in prison throughout

all his dominions. And that believing woman went into their

houses and told the priests about Saint thomas, and what had

happened to him, and how they had shut him up in prison for

two and twenty years, and she guided them to the place where

he was. And they came to him, and took him out of the prison

house, and they carried him on their heads, singing as they went,

until they brought him into the church and set him on the

throne before the sanctuary. And all the Christians came and

received a blessing from him, and they kissed [the places of]

his eyeUds, which had been cut off. And when the Emperor

CONSTANTINE assembled the General Council of the Three

Hundred and Eighteen holy Bishops in the city of Nicea, this

father was present with them ; and the Emperor constantine
embraced them, and received a blessing from them. And when

one made known unto him the fight of this holy father, he drew

nigh unto him, and bowed low before him, and he kissed all

the places whereupon his limbs had been cut off, and he stroked

his face and eyes. And after they had disputed with arius,

the apostate, and vanquished him, and had excommunicated

him and cursed him, and driven him out, even as the Holy

Spirit taught them, and they had proclaimed with their tongues

the True Faith, and drawn up the Law and the Judicial Regula-

tions and the Canons, this holy father Abba thomas departed
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to the seat of his office. And he assembled the priests and all

[fol. 150 a 2] his flock, and he proclaimed to them the True

Faith, and he explained imto them what they found difficult,

and he made them to understand it, and he commanded them to

keep it and to wax strong therein. And after this he lived a few

days, and having pleased God he died in peace; and all the

days of his office were forty years. And he departed to God

bearing a crown of victory, and inherited everlasting life.

Salutation toTHOMAS.

And on this day also nine (or, ninety) thousand martyrs of

the company of Saint thomas were crowned.

XXV. NAHASSt

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint andrianus, and four and twenty other

men who were with him, were martyred.' This Saint andri-

anus was one of the imperial officers, and was captain of the

young men, and whilst maximianus was torturing the Chris-

tians, [fol. 150 a 3] because they refused to worship idols. Saint

andrianus saw their boldness of heart and patience under

suffering, and he said unto the saints, "What do ye expect to

get that ye endure such sufferings?" And the holy martyrs

said unto him, "Our mouths are unable to describe the hoped-

for things which await us," and they told him in the words of

the Law and the Prophets about Christ. When andrianus
heard this he went to the officers and scribes, and said unto

them, " I am a Christian. Write down my name with the names

of the fighters." And when they told the Emperor maxi-

mianus this, he called him and said unto him, "Hast thou

gone mad, O andrianus? Dost thou wish to be destroyed

for nothing?" And andrianus said unto him, "I am not

mad now, but I have turned aside from my former madness."

When the emperor heard this he commanded the soldiers to
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cast him into prison with the holy martyrs ;
and one of his slaves

told his wife ANTOLIA, and when she heard it she departed to

the prison, rejoicing to be associated with him And she kissed

the fetters of the four and twenty saints, and she besought them

to encourage her husband to endure every trial. And to him

she said "O my lord, let not this infidel lead thee astray. Thy

beauty, 'thy grace, thy gold and thy ^^1^^^.
^^^^^^

J^^^^

'

follow Christ so that thou mayest find with Him the kingdom

which never passeth away"; and having said this she went to

her house. And when andrianus knew that they were going

to brine him to the torture, he went straightway to bid her

farewell andwhenshe heard him arrive, [fol. 1506 i] she thought

that he 'had escaped from the prison, and she shut the door

against him, and reviled him from the inside of her house,

saying "Yesterday I called thee 'martyr' and to-day thou hast

denied Christ 1 " And when andrianus saw [the strength] of

her Faith he marvelled exceedingly, and said unto her, " Open

to me O my sister, for I have come to bid thee farewell.

When she heard this she opened the door to him; and then he

took her into the prison, telling her everything. And when

ANTOLIA had come into the prison she saluted the saints, and

washed their wounds. And the overseer commanded his men

to bring the saints out of prison, and when he saw that they were

exhausted by their torturings, he set andrianus m front of

them, and said unto him, "Sacrifice to the gods"; and when

ANDRIANUS reviled him the governor commanded them to

beat him with sticks. When antolia heard this she entreated

the saints to pray for him. And the governor also commanded

the soldiers to beat him on his belly, until his bowels gushed out.

Now at that time andrianus was eight and twenty years

old. And then they took him into the prison with the holy

martyrs, and antolia came and wiped away the blood from

andrianus and the saints, and she embraced him, saying,

"Rejoice, for thy name is written in the heavens." And then

the governor commanded the soldiers to bring a blacksmith's

hammer and to break the thighs of the saints therewith. And

ANTOLIA placed first of all the hands and the feet of andri-

anus under the hammer, and the soldiers smote, and broke



1250 THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM

i i

off his hands and his feet, and [fol. 1506 2] smashed his bones,

and at length he delivered up his soul. Similarly they smashed
the thighs of all the saints, and cast their bodies into the fire,

which did them no harm. And then the believers took their

bodies to another city, and they hid them until the days of

persecution were passed. And antolia took the portions of

the hands of andrianus which had been cut off, and laid

them by her pillow. And then the governor of the city wished
to marry her, and as soon as she heard about it she fled by boat,

taking the fragments of the hands of andrianus with her.

And she came to the place where the bodies of the saints were,

and she asked them to receive her with them, and God accepted

her petition, and she died whilst she was sleeping, and was buried

with the saints. Salutation to andrianus.

And on this day also died the holy father Abba bisAryon
(bessarion) the Great. The parents of this saint were be-

lieving Christians and God-fearing people. When this father

grew up he wished to put on the garb of the monastic life, that

is to say, the garb of the angels, and to devote himself to God.
[fol. 1506 3] And he went forth from this ^orld, and renounced
it, and he departed to Saint Abba Anthony, and became his

disciple and ministered unto him for many years. And after

this he went to Abba macarius, and ministered unto the

holy old men who were monks, and then he wandered about
in the desert of scete; he never lodged in a place which had
a roof, and he possessed absolutely nothing. He had neither a
whole garment nor a bed, but only rags of coarse hairy sack-

cloth, which he girded about his loins, and he used to go round
to the cells and caves of the monks, and sit down by the side

of the doors thereof weeping. And when there went out to him
one who knew him, they would take a blessing, each from the

other, and depart. And when there went out to him someone
who knew him [not], and said unto him, *'0 my father, what
maketh thee weep?*' [the saint would reply,] "My riches have
all been destroyed, and I have escaped from death. My family
have fallen from honour into disgrace." He who did not under-
stand what his words meant would console him, and say unto
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him, "God shall restore to thee thy riches which have been

destroyed," and give him some bread; and the saint would

take it and go and give it to others. But those who understood

what his words meant would know that what he was referring

to was the spoliation of the virtues of the children of men by

Satan. His purity, and virginity, and sincerity resembled those

of the angels. And the fathers have described the fights which

he fought in his spiritual battles when he lived among them

;

thus for forty days he never lay down on the ground at all to

sleep, and on many occasions, during his spiritual fights, he

often fasted for forty days at a time. [fol. 151 « i] And he con-

tinued to fight the spiritual fight for seven and forty years.

And many great miracles were made manifest through him,

and of these the holy old men and monks speak. Saint dulAs

and Saint JOHN relate a story concerning him, and say that

they went with him to the shore of the Red Sea, and that they

were suffering exceedingly from thirst. And when he knew that

they were thirsty he prayed to God and made the bitter water

sweet, and they drank thereof. And on another occasion he

came to the River takazze, [wishing] to cross over, and that

as he found no ferry he prayed, and [then] walked on his feet

on the surface of the water to the other side. And one day

they brought to scete a man who had a devil that the holy

old men might heal him by their prayers. And the fathers

discussed the matter among themselves and said, "If we

acquaint the holy old man Abba bisAryon (bessarion)

with the story of the man in whom is a devil he will not heal

[him], for he fleeth from [worldly] honour and [the praise] of

men." And the fathers made a plan, and they caused the man

in whom was a devil to lie down in the church, on the place

where Abba bisAryon (bessarion) used to stand up to

pray. And when the saint came into the church and found the

man there asleep, he woke him up and seized him by his hands,

and said unto him, " Rise up," and the man rose up straightway,

sound in heart and [fol. 151^2] healed of his disease. And

those who saw him marvelled exceedingly, and they glorified

God for the grace which is given unto those who fear him. And

this father performed very many miracles besides this, and he
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pleased God and died in peace. Salutation to Abba BisARY6N
(bessarion).

And on this day also are commemorated elianus the

martyr, and his sister eudoxia.

Salutation to the company of priests of the brotherhood of

andrianus.

XXVI. NahassiI

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Saint moyses and his sister sArA became

martjn"s. The parents of these saints [fol. 151a 3] were righteous

folk, and they were exceedingly rich. After the death of their

parents Saint moyses wanted to give his sister in marriage,

and to hand over to her all the possessions which their father

had left them, and to go and become a monk. And his sister

answered and said unto him, **If thou, wouldst first of all

marry thyself, thou canst then get me married." And he said,

"I have committed many sins, and I want to become a monk
to blot out my sins, I cannot think about marriage, but only

about the salvation of my soul." And she answered and said

unto him, '*0 my brother, how canst thou cast me into the net

of this transitory world, and think of the saving of thine own
soul only?" And he said unto her, ''If thou wishest for the

ascetic life, thou thyself knowest " ; and she answered and said

unto him, "What thou doest for thyself, I likewise will do for

myself, for we both are of one nature, and are from the same
father, and the same mother." And when he saw the strength

of her will he rose up forthwith and gave all his goods to the

poor and needy, and then he brought his sister to a convent

for virgins, which was outside Alexandria. And he entered a

monastery and he devoted himself to the ascetic life, and fought

a great spiritual fight, and his sister did likewise; and the two
remained for ten years without meeting. And in the days of the
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kingdom of SEVERIANUS, the infidel, and under the rule of

Abba DEMETRIUS, [fol. 151& i] Archbishop in the city of

Alexandria, that wicked emperor afflicted the Christian people

and there were very many martyrs in his days [among them]

being many heads of monasteries. And Saint moyses rose up,

and sent a letter to his sister sArA, to greet her and to inform

her that he wished to become a martyr; and when she heard

she rose up straightway and asked the abbess to release her, so

that she might go and become a martyr; and the abbess prayed

over her and embraced her and let her go. And sArA embraced

the virgins, and she departed to her brother, and found him on

the road wishing to go into the city of Alexandna And the

two of them came into the city of Alexandria, and confessed

our Lord Jesus Christ before the governor; and he tortured

them severely, and afterwards the soldiers cut off their heads

with the sword, and they received crowns of martyrdom in the

kingdom of the heavens. Salutation to you sArA and moyses.

And on this day also are commemorated Abba amm6n, and

ELIAS, the martyr, and his sister eudoxia, and Abuna

JACOB.

[fol. 151b 2]0n this dayalsoAGABUSthe soldier andTHEKLA

the nun became holy martyrs. These saints fought the fight m
the days of lulianus (julian ?) the governor, one of whose

officers tortured them very severely, and then cast them to

the lions; and they received crowns of martyrdom in the king-

dom of heaven.

And our fathers have commanded us that the people shall

celebrate on this day a festival in commemoration of the woman

sArA, the wife of Abraham, whose womb was honourable,

and whose breasts blessed. When the King of gIirArA wished

to seize sArA in his ignorance, God rebuked hun, and told him

that he was not to touch this woman, and he restored her to

ABRAHAM, together with much money. And again, at the

tune when God lodged in her house, and told Abraham about

the birth of isaac, she laughed inside the tent, saying, "Can
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such a thing still happen to me? I have become old, and my
lord is old." And God said unto Abraham, "Wherefore did
SARAH laugh? Is there anything too hard for God?" And
then when Isaac was bom, and she saw him playing with
ISHMAEL, the son of HAGAR, jealousy seized her, [fol. 1516 3]
and she forced Abraham to cast him out with his mother.
And although it was hard to Abraham, God commanded him
to fulfil her wish, and he did so knowing that from his seed
Christ, the Saviour of the world, should appear. And paul
called her the "free woman," and likened her to the Church.
And then she died at a good old age, and Abraham buried her
in the grave which he bought from the children of 'em6r, the
Hittite. Salutation to the womb of sAra.

XXVII. NAHASSi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day Abba benjamin and eudoxia became
martyrs. The parents of these saints were believing folk of the
city of SABER SIR, and they shewed affection to pilgrims and
strangers, and they preserved their purity, and devoted them-
selves to God, and fought the spiritual fight. And they brought
up their two children very carefully, and in the manner which
befitted the followers of Christ; and when the children were
grown up, this Saint benjamin wanted to shed his blood for

the Name of Christ. And he went to the governor of the city

of SETUF [fol. 152a i] and confessed the Lord Jesus Christ
before him; and the governor tortured him severely, and shut
him up in prison. And when his parents and sister heard about
him they came to him, and when they saw him under torture
they wept and were exceedingly sorry for him. And he com-
forted them and said unto them, ''The Hfe of this world is as
nothing, and the days thereof pass quickly, but life everlasting
hath neither end nor finish." And when his sister heard this

beautiful teaching from him, she said unto him, "O my brother,
as God hveth, from this time onward I will never leave thee,
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and whatsoever death thou shalt die I myself will die that same

death with thee "
; and forthwith she confessed our Lord Jesus

Christ before the governor. And the governor seized her, and

commanded the soldiers to set her with her brother in a dark

place, and they did as he commanded ; and the saints remained

in that dark place for twenty days without food and drink.

And after this the soldiers took them out, and hung heavy

stones about their necks, and cast them into the river (?).

And the angel of God came down, and untied those stones from

their necks, and they kept their strength in the river (?) until

they arrived at the port of a vHlage the name of which was

bAtra. And a certain virgin found them and brought them up

from the river, and they went and stood before the governor,

and cursed him, and [fol. 152^2] his idols; and the governor

tortured them severely for many days. And when the governor

was weary of their tortures, he commanded the soldiers to cut

off their heads with the sword, and the saints received crowns

of martyrdom in the kingdom of heaven, and inherited ever-

lasting life. And a holy church was built in their city of saber-

sir, and they laid their bodies therein, and from them there

appeared many miracles, and great healings for the sick.

Salutation to benjamin and eudoxia.

And on this day also is commemorated samuel the prophet,

and how God called him in the days of eli the priest, and how

God made him a prophet to the children of Israel. Salutation

to SAMUEL, who sealed david.

And on this day also are commemorated [fol. 152^3]

VICTOR (?), the Alexandrian, and his mother sara.

And on this day also is celebrated the festival of sijr!'I:l,

the fourth archangel, who remembered the twelve sons of

JACOB.
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XXVIII. NAHASSfe

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day we have received as an inheritance from the early

fathers and doctors of the Church, who were strong in the grace

of the Holy Spirit, an order to celebrate the festival of our holy

fathers, the patriarchs, our fathers Abraham, isaac, and

JACOB. As concerning our father Abraham, the head of the

fathers, who among the children of men hath the ability to

describe the virtues and righteousness of this man, who became

the father of many nations? He believed on God, blessed be

His Name ! and was obedient unto Him. And he had confidence

in the promise of God until he died, and he never doubted in

the smallest degree any of the promises of God. At the beginning

the angel of God appeared unto him in a vision by night when
he was on the island, and said unto him, ''Get thee out from

thy city, and from thy father's house, and come unto the

[fol. 1526 i] land which I will shew thee, that is to say the land

of KARAN (harran), that thou mayest dwell therein"; and

he came to the land of karan (harran), which country God
shewed him. And when his parents died God removed him

again to the land of Palestine, and He promised him that he

should inherit it ; and he had confidence in God's promise until

he died, and his heart remained unshaken and free from doubt.

Moreover, he knew, and believed, that God would give that

land to his seed after him. And after that God appeared unto

him at midday in the form of a man, as he thought, and with

Him were two angels, and Abraham thought they were like

unto all the other men who used to pass along the road every

day. And he made a meal for them, and God gave him the

promise concerning isaac his son, one year before he got him.

Now, at that time the days of Abraham were one hundred

years, and his wife sarah was far advanced in her days. And
ABRAHAM believed God, and doubted not, and when he got

ISAAC, God commanded him to circumcise him on the eighth

day, on which day he circumcised his son. And having believed.
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according to his confidence, there came to him the seed which

God promised him. And God said unto him, "Offer up as a

sacrifice to Me thy son isaac, on the mountain which I will

shew thee, and that place was Golgotha, where the body of our

father adam was buried," and he neither doubted nor hesitated

at the word of God. [fol. 152& 2] And he took isaac and laid

him on the altar, and he knew that God was able to take isaac

away, and yet that isaac should be to him a seed. And having

completed the sacrifice of isaac in his mind, though not in

deed, God shewed Abraham's righteousness and virtues to all

succeeding generations. And then the angel of God called to him,

and told him not to stretch out his hands over the young man,

and do him no harm whatsoever. And God said unto him,

'* Behold, it is manifest that thou lovest Me, for thou hast not

spared thy beloved son for My sake. Therefore I will bless thee

with blessing, and I will multiply thee in great number, and I

will make thy seed like the stars of heaven, and like the sand

of the sea-shore." And it was even so, and God revealed

ABRAHAM'S work from that time and for ever, and the report

of him and his name were heard in all the ends of the earth.

And it is evident why he was called the "Father of Christ" in

the flesh, for He appeared from his seed.

[erasure]

in the flesh. And the spiritual fightings of this father, and his

virtues, and his righteousness, and his mercy, and his gifts,

which were many, were very great. He did not eat every day,

but only when travellers came to him and sat at his table, and

it is evident from this that he sat with God and His angels

before he knew Him, though afterwards he knew them. And

tribulation and [fol. 1526 3] great sorrow came upon him in his

days, for he was separated from his father, and from his kinsfolk,

and he was a wanderer on the earth. And when he arrived in

the land of Egypt, he was afraid of the infidels in the days of

PHARAOH, King of Egypt. And when the Egyptians wished

to take his wife sarah, who was exceedingly beautiful to

look upon, he told them that she was his sister, so that they

might not kill him. And when pharaoh. King of Egypt,

heard the report of sarah, he called Abraham and asked him.
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saying, "Who is this woman who is with thee? " And Abraham
said, ''She is my sister,'' and pharaoh took her from him.

And that night a terrifying angel appeared unto pharaoh,

and wanted to kill him, and he commanded pharaoh to send

back SARAH to her husband, and said that if he would not do

so he would destroy him. And when the morning was come

pharaoh called Abraham and said unto him, "Why didst

thou say unto me 'This woman is my sister.' She is thy wife";

and he gave her back to him, with gifts, and much money, and

HAGAR her handmaiden also. And when Abraham arrived

at the age of one hundred and forty-five years, he departed to

God, Whom he loved, and he inherited the Garden of DeUght

and everlasting life. And he left a memorial for good behind

him unto the end of the world. Salutation to Abraham,

ISAAC, and jacob.

[fol. 153 a i] And on this day also our fathers and doctors of

the Church have commanded us to celebrate the festival of the

departure of Abba isaac, the son of Abraham, the patriarch.

This righteous man was produced through the proclamation of

God and His angels, by Abraham his father, and sarah his

mother. And he finished his fight, and the work of righteousness,

and he was subject to God, the Most High, and to his father

ABRAHAM, and it pleased his father to offer him up as a sacrifice

to God, but God redeemed him by a goat. We know not

whether we are to wonder more at the willingness of his father

ABRAHAM to slay him, the child of promise, whom God gave

him by sarah when he was far advanced in years (now God

said unto Abraham, "There shall be unto thee seed," and yet

he spared not isaac through natural affection, because of his

love for God, the Most High), or whether we are to wonder

(and we know not which is more wonderful) at the subjection

of this father ISAAC, and his consenting to his father Abraham,

even to his slaying him and burning him in the fire. Now
ISAAC was a child, for the Book of the Law saith that his

father made him carry the wood to a place afar off, to the top

of a mountain, but the Book of the Chronicle of Days saith

that at that time the days of isaac were seven and thirty
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years. And this father ISAAC submitted to his father Abra-

ham, and he stretched out his neck to the slaughtering knife,

[fol. 153 « 2] and the voice of the angel of God came and said

unto him, "Stretch not out thy hand upon him, and do nothing

evil to him." And as his father Abraham was called the

"Sacrificer" of his son in his mind, even so was this father

ISAAC called the "Sacrifice" in his mind. And great tribulation

and much sorrow came upon him in his days, and he was a

stranger to his country. And abimelek took his wife from

him, and when God was wroth with him because of it, he gave

her back to him, together with much money and gifts. And this

father was exceedingly simple in disposition, for the Book of

the Law saith that when the shepherds quarrelled together

about a well of water, this father left them, and went and dug

other wells. And he begot two sons, esau and jacob, and he

loved ESAU because of his strength and might. And when he

was far advanced in days, and his eyes were feeble, he called

his son ESAU and said unto him, "I have become old, O my
son, go and hunt the wild animals of the desert, so that I may
eat, and my soul shall bless thee." And esau took his weapons,

and went out into the desert. And rebecca called jacob

and said unto him, " O my son, rise up and kill one of thy goats

quickly and take it to thy father so that he may eat and bless

thee before he dieth." And jacob said unto her, "I am afraid

lest he shall know that I am jacob, and lest he be angry with

me, for though I want to receive [his] blessing, a curse may come

upon me instead of a blessing." And she answered [fol. 153a 3]

and said unto him, "Let thy curse be upon me, O my son."

And this took place through her by the command of God. And
JACOB did as his mother commanded him, and he offered

[food] to his father, and he ate and blessed him. And this

father Abba isaac arrived at the age of one hundred and

eighty years, and he died in peace, and was buried in the grave

of his father Abraham, which he bought from the sons of

'tMOR and in which sarah was buried. Salutation to isaac.

And on this day also our fathers, the doctors of the Church,

have commanded us to celebrate the festival of the departure

B ESIV 80
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of JACOB the patriarch whom God called "israel/' This

[righteous man] followed the examples of his fathers Abraham
and ISAAC in [the practice of] mercy, and in giving alms, and
in sincerity and humility. And his brother esau hated him
because he forestalled him, and bought from him his rights as

the firstborn with a meal of lentils; now esau was the firstborn

and JACOB acted craftily towards him, and received the

blessing from his father isaac. And when esau threatened to

kill JACOB, his father isaac advised him to go to the father

of his mother's brother, and he went there, and he was be-

trothed to the daughter of his mother's brother, and he tended

his flocks for seven years, and [fol. 1536 i] he married her.

And then he was betrothed to the second daughter of his

mother's brother, and he served him for seven years, and also

married her. And his mother's brother gave him a portion of

his flocks, and it came to pass that when he said unto jacob,

**Let thy wages be the sheep which are all of one colour," the

ewes brought forth only lambs which were all one colour. And

when he said to jacob, "Let thy wages be the sheep which

are spotted all over," the ewes brought forth only lambs which

were spotted all over; thus his wages were doubled, and he

had many possessions. And he returned to the land of his

father, and he begot twelve sons. And he saw the vision of a

ladder on the earth which reached to heaven, and the angels of

God were ascending and descending on it. And when he woke

up he said, ''This is the house of God, and the door of heaven";

and that place became the Sanctuary in the city of Jerusalem

wherein was to be buried the body of our Lord Jesus Christ.

And then he saw a second vision, and it seemed as if God were

contending with him, and He caused his hip to be benumbed

and He called him " Israel"; and because of this the Jews

do not eat the muscles of the hip. And in his days came great

tribulation and much sorrow. First of all [his sons] sold his

son JOSEPH as a slave to the Egyptians. And their father

asked them, saying, "Where is your brother Joseph?" And

they said unto him, "The wild beasts have devoured him";

and because of his excessive weeping Jacob's eyes became blind.

And after this there came a great famine in those days, and
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they found nothing [fol. 1536 2] to eat, and at length jacob

sent his sons into the land of Egypt to buy grain. And they

came to Joseph their brother, who had become steward to

the King of Egypt, and he knew that they were his brothers,

but they did not know that he was their brother Joseph.

And JOSEPH made a pretence to them, and said unto them,

"Depart and invite your father jacob to come hither," and

they invited jacob, and he came to the land of Egypt and

dwelt there for seventeen years. And when the time of his

death had drawn nigh, he called his twelve sons, and blessed

them, and he gave judah sovereignty and made it known that

Christ should appear from him, and he blessed him with many

words, saying, "The sceptre of sovereignty shall not come to an

end in judah, and the rule shall not depart from before his

hand until He, to Whom sovereignty belongeth, shall come.

Him for Whom the nations wait." And after he had blessed

him, JOSEPH brought to him his two sons ephraim and

MANASSEH, SO that he might bless them, and he made the

sign over their heads, and he laid his right hand upon the head

of the younger, and his left hand on the head of the elder, and

he made his hand [to take] the form of the Cross, indicating

that the firstborn should be abased at the appearance of the

Cross. And he reached the age of one hundred and forty-six

years, and he died with the hands of Joseph resting on his

eyes. And jacob commanded him to bury him in the grave

of his fathers, and Joseph mourned for him with a great

mourning, [fol. 153 h 3] and the Egyptians with him. And then

he carried him on the chariots of pharaoh, and with him were

the great nobles of the Egyptians, and they brought him to the

land of CANAAN and buried him with his fathers. Salutation

to JACOB.

And on this day Abba barsebu (or, barsoba), and ten

monks who were his disciples, and the captain of the royal

horses, became martyrs by the hand of the King of Persia,

and eight hundred companions of ISIDORE. Salutation to

Abba BARSEBU.

80-2
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XXIX. NAHASSi

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day is celebrated the festival of commemoration of

the BIRTH of our Lord, and God, and Redeemer, Jesus Christ,

in the flesh, of our holy Lady, the Virgin mary, for the [fol.

154a i] salvation of the whole world. Salutation to Thy birth.

And on this day also Saint athanasius the bishop became

a martyr, and with him were two servants, gArs6mes (or,

GARSiMOs) and theodotus. Certain men reported to the

king that Saint athanasius had baptized the daughter of

'ant6nit6s the general, and the king seized him, and atha-

nasius confessed before him that he was a Christian; and the

king tortured him greatly, but not only would he not deny

Christ, but he increased his Faith in Him. Then the king com-

manded the soldiers to cut off his head with the sword, and he

likewise tortured the two servants garsimos and theo-

dotus severely, and he beat them an4 crucified them. And

then the soldiers cut off the heads of all three of them with the

sword, and the saints received crowns of martyrdom in the

kingdom of the heavens. And the believers gave much money

to the soldiers, and the guards who were keeping the bodies,

and they took away the bodies of the saints and wrapped them

up in rich cloths, and laid them in coffins, and many signs and

miracles appeared through them. [fol. 154a 2] Salutation to

ATHANASIUS.

And on this day also Saint irenaeus, the Bishop of so rem,

became a martyr. They seized this saint at the first hour of

the night, and brought him into the governor's house, and the

governor said unto him, " Sacrifice to the gods." And irenaeus
said unto him, "I will not offer sacrifice, for I am a fearer of

God and I am His servant." And the governor commanded

the soldiers to drown him in the river, and when he had come to

the ferry, he stripped off his apparel, and prayed to God to

TWELFTH MONTH—NAHASSfe (AUG. 4-SEPT. 2) I263

receive his soul, and to protect his people in s6rem, and to

Hve peace to the churches. And then he said, "I believe in

thee, O my Lord Jesus Christ, and I make supplication to thee

as I suffer," and straightway they cast him into the river.

Salutation to irenaeus.

And on this day also is commemorated the translation of the

body of Abba john the Short to the desert of scete; this

took place [fol. 154^3] after his death in dabra KufeLZEM,

which is the desert of Saint Abba anthony. And this hap-

pened in the days of Abba john, the forty-eighth Archbishop

of the city of Alexandria, who went to the desert of scete,

and the holy monks said unto him, "We wish the body of

Abba JOHN the Short to be in the church of Abba macarius,

that we may bow down before it." And straightway the grace

of God moved him, and he wrote a letter [and sent it] by the

hands of a certain abbot, whose name was cosmas, and with

him was an old man of the country of clysma. And when

they arrived they were unable [to do anything], for at that time

his body was in the charge of chalcedonian malkites

(Melchites), who were dwelling in that place. And the abbot, and

those who were with him, learned and made certain where that

place was, and they returned and found certain men who were

orthodox believers dwelling in that city, and they told them the

matter concerning which they had come. And after a few days a

governor, who was one of the elders of the city, was appointed

over CLYSMA, and he was a friend of Abba michael. Bishop

of the city of clysma. And the archbishop wrote a letter to

the bishop about the body of Saint Abba JOHN, and he com-

manded him to make plans, and to help his messengers, the

aged monks, so that they might be able to remove the body of

the saint from the hands of the heretics. And the bishop

rejoiced [fol. 1546 i] with a great joy, and told the scribe of

the governor, his friend, and the scribe told the governor about

the letter of the old monks. And the scribe said, ''How can

we find an excuse for introducing the monks into the cave of

the place?" And the governor said, "Let the monks put on

over their own apparel Arab garments, and let them come with
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US to that place "
; and they did so. And the governor departed

having with him many people, and horsemen, and Arabs, and
the aged monks from the desert of scete, and they came to

CLYSMA. And the governor spake unto the Melchite bishop

who dwelt in that place, [saying,] "Send out all our men from

the church, and let not one of them be left therein, for I wish

to go into the church, and to remain there the whole night"-

and the heretic did as the governor commanded. And the

aged monks made ready their beasts outside the city, and they

came by night and took away the body of Abba John, and

they departed and came to m£sr (cairo), and thence they

travelled to the desert of scete. And the monks of the monas-

tery of Abba MACARius went out and met them with crosses,

and Gospels, and instruments of music, and incense, and songs,

and hymns. And they brought Abba john to Saint Abba
MACARIUS, and all the monks were blessed by him; and they

sprinkled many perfumes over him, and they celebrated the

Offering. And at the time when the Gospel was being read

a miracle which was [fol. 154ft 2] most marvellous was made
manifest ; the whole of the church was lighted up with heavenly

light, and was filled with the odour of very sweet perfume, the

like of which never was. And there was great joy. And the

saint remained in the monastery of Abba macarius for six

days, and after this they took him and carried him to the church,

and his sons the monks received him as the Hebrews received

our Redeemer, and they cried out before him, saying, "Blessed

is he who cometh in the name of God." And they laid him in

his place, and signs and wonders took place through him. And
after the death of this Saint Abba JOHN, Abba mark the

archbishop, who lived after him, went up to the desert of

SCETE, and he entered the church of Saint Abba JOHN, and

bowed low before him ; and with him were bishops, and many
of the elders of the city of Alexandria, and of all the country

of Egypt. And he uncovered the body of the saint and found

it moist and hairy, and he was blessed by it and wept with a

bitter weeping. And when Abba mark uncovered John's
body, there was a loud clap of thunder in the church, and all

the men feU in a state of terror and fear. And the archbishop

TWELFTH month—NAHASSfe (AUG. 4-SEPT. 2) I265

renlaced the sackcloth covering over him, and then wrapped

him in fine linen. And they carried away the samt smging

nraises and a spiritual song, saying, "O thou who wast a swift

cloud and didst bear rain, thou didst go to the country of

Rabvion to the three children, and didst return to the

citv of Alexandria in the might of the Holy Spirit, which was

rfol 1^4^^ 3l with thee. And thou didst also go to clysma,

and didst overthrow the houses of idols, and didst preach the

True Faith and didst heal the sick, and didst cast out devils,

and didst return to thine inheritance; thou art a habitation

of blessing and a traveller to the kingdom of heaven. And

the translation of the body of Abba john the Short took place

in the five hundred and twentieth year of the Holy Martyrs

(A.D. 804). Salutation to the translation of thy body, O john

the Short.

XXX. NAHASSt

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the great prophet malachi. This righteous

man was the completion of the Twelve Minor Prophets, and

he was one of the Twelve. And he prophesied at the time of

the return of the people from captivity in Babylon to Jerusalem.

And he rebuked the children of Israel because of their trans-

gression against God and His Law, and also because of their

vile offerings which they offered unto Him, for they did not

give the tithe of their goods, nor their first fruits, as God com-

manded them. And God spake unto them, by the tongue of

[fol. 155^1] this prophet, the reproach of God, and He said

unto them, " Do mercy, give alms to the poor, and testify ye to Me

by giving tithe and first-fruits. I will open to you the doors of

heaven, and will bring down unto you blessings, so that at

length ye shall say, 'It sufficeth us, it sufficeth us,\ . .. [And I

will rebuke] the caterpillar, and the worm, and the wire-worm,

and the moth, so that they may not devour the fruits of your

land." And he prophesied concerning the coming of JOHN the

^^T^JM^^CT^^
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Baptist, before our Redeemer, and concerning the coming ofELIAS before him, and also concerning the end of the worldAnd he prophesied concerning the habit of boasting among
the Jews, and revealed to them that there were [other] people
on the earth, and priests and righteous men who offered up
incense and sacrifices to God, which were accepted. And havin?
pleased God by his strife, and ended the days of his prophecv
he departed to God Whom he loved.

And on this day also is celebrated the commemoration of
Abba MOSES, Bishop of the city of farma. Salutation to
MOSES, pillar of the city of fakm A.

[fol.i55a2] And on this day alsoandrew performed a miracle
when our Lord appeared unto him in the form of the captain of a
ship, and taught him the craft of a spirit ship. And Andrew
said unto our Lord, ''Take me up into Thy ship, but we have
no money [to pay] the ship's fare. Our Lord commanded us
not to carry gold and silver in our waUet." And our Lord said
unto ANDREW, "If it be thus, come up into My ship"; and
ANDREW and his disciples went up into the ship. And the
Lord commanded one of the angels to biing three bread-cakes,
and he did so, and our Lord Jesus commanded Andrew!
saying, "Rise up and eat ye bread so that thou mayest be able
to support the journey by sea"; and Andrew marvelled.
And he said, "God give thee the bread of life in the kingdom of
the heavens." And the disciples of Andrew could neither
speak nor eat food through fear of the waves of the sea, and
they were not used to travel by sea. And our Lord Jesus Christ
said unto Andrew, "TeU thy disciples to go back to the
shore, for they appear to be timid, and if thou wilt not [do this],

teach them with pleasant words [not] to be afraid— if thou art
a disciple of God—for behold, the ship is far from land"; and
[then] the Lord Jesus departed, and sailed the ship. And
ANDREw taught his disciples, and encouraged them, and prayed
m his heart, and having prayed they feU into a heavy sleep; [fol.

I55« 3] and Andrew rejoiced because of this. Then Andrew
turned to our Lord, and said unto Him, "Verily Thou art a

TWELFTH MONTH—NAHASSfe (AUG. 4-SEPT. 2) I267

master-saUor! Fourteen [times] have I travelled by sea, and I

nevHv^ any man saU a ship as thou dost." And our Lord

Telu answered and said unto him, ''When we sad on the sea

we often suffer tribulation, but since thou art a disciple of our

Lord Tesus Christ, the sea recognizeth thee, and doth not make

Us waves to rise up against thee." And Andrew cned out

Sth a loud voice, saying, ''I bless Thee, O -Y Lord, Jesus

Christ, that I have spoken to a man who praiseth Thee. And

our Lord Jesus answered and said unto Andrew, Tell me, O

disciple of God, why do the Jews [not] believe that Jesus is

the Son of God, for,'' He continued, ''we have heard that He

hath performed many miracles." And Andrew said unto

Him ''Yea my brother. He revealed unto us that He was God,

and He performed miracles innumerable; He opened the eyes

of the blind. He made the lame to walk, He made the deaf to

hear He raised the dead. He cleansed the lepers. He turned

water into wine, and He took five bread-cakes and two fishes,

and having commanded the multitudes to sit down upon the

grass He brake them, and of what was left over they gathered

upmW baskets full; yet, in spite of this, [the Jews] have not

believed." And our Lord Jesus said unto him, " Doth He do this

in public or in private?" And Andrew said unto Him, [fol.

155 2, 1] -Some things He doeth publicly, and some pnvately;

but it seemeth to me that Thou art trying me." And the Lord

Jesus said unto him, " Far be it from Me so to do
!
Tell Me, O

my brother, that My soul may rejoice." And Andrew said

unto Him, " O my son, may God fulfil for Thee every good work.

But now hearken to a miracle which the Lord performed when

we, the Twelve Disciples, were with Him, and likewise many of

the chief priests, and many of the people. We came unto the

synagogue, and our Lord saw two images, one on the nght of

the house, and one on the left thereof. And our Lord said, ' Do

ye see that there are similitudes of the Cherubim and Seraphim

in the heavens, which have been made by a man on earth?
'
And

He turned to one image, and said unto it, ' Unto thee, I speak,

similitude of heavenly beings which was made by an artificer

. . .come down from thy place, and revile the chief priests, and

declare whether I be God or man.' And straightway the image
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leaped down, and spake like a man, and said, 'O ye foolish
Jews, whose blindness is not enough for yourselves, but who
wish to make others blind, why do you say that He Who isGod is a man? This is He Who hath fashioned man in the begin-
ning, and who gave him His own breath to breathe. This isHe Who made Abraham and Who brought back Jacob to
his native land. This is He Who giveth blessing unto those
who call upon Him, and Who prepareth punishment for those
who do [not] submit to Him. Verily I say unto you that ye
have denied [fol. 15562] God, and have changed the Law
Behold, therefore, your synagogue shall be destroyed, and shall
become a church in the Name of the Only Son of God.' And
having said these words and others like unto them the image
held its peace. And we answered the chief priests and said
unto them, 'Behold, the image hath spoken unto you and
reviled you.' And the chief priests and the Jews said unto us,

'This hath been done by magic. The image spake of Abraham,'
but where could it have found Abraham, for it is many days
since Abraham died.' And the Lord Jesus turned to the image
and said unto it, 'They do not believe that I have spoken to
ABRAHAM. Go and say this to Abraham, "Thus saith He
Who formed man at the creation, and Who made thee His
friend: Rise up, thou and Isaac and jacob thy sons, and
come forth

!
Come ye and rebuke the chief priests and make

them to know that ye know Me." ' And when the image heard
these words it rose up, now we were all looking on, and it went
to the land of Canaan, to the grave of Abraham, and it stood
up outside the tomb, and cried out as our Lord had told it [to

do]. And straightway the Twelve Fathers came out from the
tomb,^ and said unto the image, ' Unto which of us wast thou
sent?' And the image answered and said unto them, 'I was
sent to the three fathers of the people; as for you get 'ye back
until the time of the Resurrection'; and when they heard this
they reentered their tombs. And the three fathers went with
the image to the chief priests and the ffol. 15563] Jews and
they chided them, and told them that He was the Son of God.
And then the Lord Jesus said unto the fathers, 'Depart ye to
your places and sleep.' And again He turned to the image and
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. i. -f 'T?Ptnm to thv place,' and it went back to its

lte"^°dtc^l - it wal &fore. And although the chief

P ; Z thk thev did not beUeve. Now there are very many

E tSs wWchLr Lord did. O my brother, and if I were

rSin to narrate them to thee I should never come to the

^ n? the telling
" And our Lord Jesus answered and said

i him ''am able to complete the telling, and every hidden

r^TnA everv word of the Faith. For the wise few words

Tut; but fTleTe to tell them to the fool, his soid would not

Shew rthem] until he died." And then when the ship was

^pSacWngthe coast and was nigh to arrive they held their

Se S whilst our Lord Jesus was talking to Andrew

Se p;etended to be sleepy, and He lay down and slept; and

ANDREW seeing Him lie down lay down himself and slept^

l^Jour Lord Jesus commanded the angels to take up and

^iry away ANDREW and his disciples, and they went and laid

S dow outside the city where they wished [to be]. And

when the day came, and Andrew woke up and opened his

eyes and saw the gates of the city, and knew that he was on

land, he was greatly frightened; and he woke up his disciples

and said unto them, "What did our Lord do unto us at sea?

We did not recognize Him, for He turned His face mto that of

a man •

it was He Who appeared unto us when He was giving

us counsel." And they said unto him. " WhUst we were asleep

we saw our Lord [fol. 156 a i] sitting upon the throne of His

glory, and all His angels were surrounding Him. And we saw

ABRAHAM, and ISAAC, and JACOB, and all the saints, and

DAVID playing upon his harp and [other] instruments of music;

and we saw the Twelve Apostles standing before our Lord, and

there were twelve angels before Him, and many other angels

behind Him. And we heard the Lord saying unto the angels.

'Hearken unto the Apostles in everything which they shaU say

unto you.' " And when andrew heard this, he rejoiced greatly

that his disciples were held to be worthy to see this wonderful

thing. And then he lifted up [fol. 156 a 2] his eyes to heaven,

and cried out with a loud voice, saying, "O my Lord Jesus

Christ, I knew that Thou wast not far from Thy servants.

Forgive me, O my Lord, because that when I was talking to
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Thee on the ship it seemed to me that Thou wast a man whom I
could instruct." And our Lord Jesus appeared unto Andrew
a second time, and He said imto him, "I am He Who appeared
unto thee on the ship in the form of the captain of the ship, and
I steered thee over the sea. Fear not, neither be dismayed, for
I will be with thee, and whithersoever thou goest my peace
shall be with thee." And having said these words He went up
into heaven in great glory, [fol. 156a 3] and Andrew departed
on his way. Salutation to Andrew.

Here endeth the section which is to be read during the month
of Nahasse.

I if 11

THE INTERCALARY MONTH-PAGU£m£N
(SEPTEMBER 3-7)

rfol l^ebl] IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE

SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

I. PAGUfiMfeN

On this day the blessed Apostle eutychius became a

martyr. This holy apostle was the disciple of Saint JOHN the

Evangelist, and he was filled with the grace of the Life-giving

Holv Spirit, whilst he was ministering to JOHN the apostle,

and he was subject unto him. He longed to go with paul the

aoostle and JOHN commanded that he should go with lum.

and he'went with him into the preaching. And he preached in

the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and he converted many of

the Greeks and brought them into the knowledge of our Lord

Tesus Christ, and he baptized them with Christian baptism;

and he destroyed the temples of idols, and rebuilt them as

churches of our Lord Jesus Christ. And he endured great

tribulation, and imprisonment, and beatings for many days by

the infidels. And the angel of God used to come to him in the

prison house, and with him was the food which the samt ate,

and which fire had never touched. And the soldiers also

cast him to the lions, but the beasts never attacked him and

they were friendly towards him, like sheep with their shepherd.

And then he went to the city of Constantinia, and the angel of

God went before him and strengthened hrai. And having

finished his fight, and waxed old, and arrived at a good old age,

he departed to God Whom he loved, [fol. 1566 2] Salutation

to eutychius, who was called the "Companion of john the

evangelist."

And on this day also the holy priest b£s6y, the brother of

Saint Abba 96R, became a martyr. This samt came from the

I
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city of Antioch, and he belonged to an honourable family, and
because of the nobility of his kinsfolk, and his knowledge and
his orthodoxy, he was appointed priest. And when his brother
Abba HOR, and his mother digdora went to the city of

Alexandria, and became martyrs on the twenty-ninth day of

the month of Sane, this saint rose up to go to the city of Alex-

andria to see their bodies, and to be blessed by them. And he

gave all [his money] to the poor and needy, and took nothing

with him except three bread-cakes and a staff of palm wood
on which to lean. And when he arrived in the city of Alexandria

he enquired for the bodies of his brother and mother, and certain

men guided him and brought him to them ; and when he saw

them he wept with a bitter weeping, because of his separation

from them. And then he went to the governor and confessed

our Lord Jesus Christ before him, and he made known to him

that he was the brother of Abba hor. And the governor com-

manded the soldiers to set a great pillar on his belly, [fol.

1565 3] and straightway he delivered up his soul into the hand

of God. And then the governor commanded the soldiers to

bum the body of the saint and the bodies of his brother and

mother in the fire, and the bodies of other martyrs, eighty-

eight in number, but the fire never touched them. And certain

beheving men took the bodies of Saint Abba hor, and his

brother Abba be soy, and his mother digdorA, and Saint

DAMON, of the city of d£bk£ya, and the body of Saint

BiMAKOS from the city of barmon, and wursunufa of

the city of tuluyA, and carried them in a ship, and brought

them to the city of 'ablAsi with great honour, and laid them

in a good place until the days of persecution were ended. And
they built a church for them, and laid them in it, and many
signs and wonders and many healings were made manifest

through them. Salutation to Abba b£s6y.

And on this day also are commemorated Saints pachgmius
and SERAPiGN. [fol. 157^1] Salutation to sera pion and

PACHGMIUS.

Salutation to the imprisonment of jghn the Baptist.

intercalary MONTH-PAGUfeMiN (SEPT. 3-?) ^^

II. PAOUfeMEN

IN THE NAME GF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HGLY GHGST, GNE GOD

On this day died Saint TiTUS the apostle, unto whom PAUL

the apostle wrote one of his Epistles. The birthplace of this saint

was the city of wArt£s, and he was the son of the sister of the

Ivemor of the city, and his kinsfolk were Greeks. And from

his childhood he studied the learning of the Greeks, and he was

exceedingly wise in his understanding, and sincere in his dis-

position and his acts were good, and he loved the poor and

needy And one night he saw [a vision] and it seemed as if one

said unto him, ''Fight, O titus, for the salvation of thy soul,

for this world is unprofitable unto thee'^ and when he awoke

from his dream he was frightened and did not know what to do

Now the story of our Lord Jesus Christ had been preached

abroad and it was heard of in the city of shAm (Damascus ?),

and the people thereof talked among themselves about His

doctrine and about His miracles. And when the governor of

the city, whose name was 'AKRATfes, heard of this miracle

[fol. 157 a 2] he marvelled exceedingly, and he wished to know

with certainty if the story which he had heard about the Lord

and His miracles were true. And he sought out a wise and

understanding man whom he could send to the city of Jerusalem

to verify the story of our Lord, and to put His miracles to the

test, and to find out whether He was a being from the infernal

regions, or whether He was a magician, or whether He was

truly God; and he chose titus to send, for he found no one

better than he, and he sent him and commanded him to search

into these matters with very great care and attention. Andwhen

titus came to the land of Judah, and saw the miracles of our

Lord Jesus Christ, and His marvellous deeds, and heard the

Life-givingwords of our Lord, he distinguished between the words

and miracles of our Lord, and the words and deeds of the Greeks

;

and he found a great difference between them, and he knew

that the faith of the Greeks was as nothing. Then he believed

on our Lord Jesus Christ and foUowed Him. And he sent to the
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governor, his mother's brother, and informed him of what he

had seen and heard of the signs and wonders of our Lord Jesus

Christ. And when our Lord chose His Twelve Disciples, He
chose this Saint titus to be of their number. And after the

Ascension of our Lord the grace of the Holy Spirit Paraclete

descended upon him, as upon the Apostles, in the upper chamber

of Zion; and he went with the Apostles [fol. 157^3] into the

preaching. And when our Lord chose PAUL the apostle, this

Saint TITUS followed him, and went with him into many cities.

And after paul the apostle became a martyr in the city of

Rome, this saint returned to his native city of 'ekertes (sic),

and built a church therein; and he appointed priests and deacons

over the cities which were round about. And having finished

his apostolic fight he departed to God, Whom he loved. Saluta-

tion to TITUS.

IIL Pagu£men

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON
AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day are commemorated the glorious angel rufa'el

(RAPHAEL) the archangel, the third of the vigilant, holy and

heavenly archangels; and the dedication of his church, which

was built to him on an island outside the city of Alexandria in

the days of Saint theophilus the archbishop; and the miracle

which was made manifest therein, and took place thus. A

certain rich woman from the city of Rome came to Saint

theophilus the archbishop, [fol. 1576 i] and with her were

her son and a picture of the glorious Archangel rufa'el

(RAPHAEL), and much money which she had inherited from

her parents. And she cleared away the heap of rubbish which

was in front of the archbishop's house, and there appeared from

beneath it a treasure of gold, even as we have written [in the

section for] the eighteenth day of Tekemt. And Saint Abba

THEOPHILUS built many churches, and among them was the

church which was on the island outside the city of Alexandria,

and was dedicated in the name of the glorious Archangel

RUFA'feL (RAPHAEL) ; and Abba theophilus the archbishop
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finished the building thereof and consecrated it as it were this

day And whilst the believers were praying in the church,

behold the church trembled, and was rent asunder, and it

moved about. And they found that the church had been built

uDon the back of a whale of the whales of the sea, on which a

very large mass of sand had heaped itself. Now the whale lay

firmly fixed in its place, and the treadings of the feet of the

people upon it cut it off from the mainland; and it was Satan

who moved the whale so that he might throw down the church.

And the believers and the archbishop cried out together, and

made suppUcation to the Lord Christ, and they asked for the

intercession of the glorious Archangel rufA'el (Raphael).

And God, the Most High, sent the glorious angel rufa'el

(RAPHAEL), and he had mercy on the children of men, and he

drove his spear into the whale, saying unto him, ''By the com-

mandment of God stand still, and move not thyself from thy

place"; and the whale stood in his place and moved not. And

many signs and wonders were made manifest, and great healings

of sick folk [fol. 1576 2] took place in that church. And this

church continued to exist until the time when the Muslims

reigned, and then it was destroyed, and the whale moved, and

the sea flowed back again and drowned many people who dwelt

in that place.

This story was told by JOHN, Archbishop of the city of

Constantinia, to honorius, the righteous emperor. And he

said unto him, "Know, O emperor, that we were sailing in a

ship to come to thee, and as we were going along we saw a

church, on the island, on the day preceding the Sabbath, and

we came into port, so that we might receive the Holy Mysteries

on the First Day of the week. And we found a little monastery

by the side of that church, with brethren and monks therein.

And, by the commandment of God, we went to them, and we

said unto them, ' O brethren, if ye have with you an old manu-

script treating of the days of the ancients, give it to us so that

we may comfort ourselves therewith.' And they answered and

said unto me, 'Behold, we have many manuscripts in the

sanctuary, but we do not know how to translate them.' And I

said unto them, 'Bring them here that I may see them.' And
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when they brought them to me, I searched through them, and I

found that they treated of the mighty deeds and miracles which

our Lord Jesus Christ had performed before His disciples, and

also of the beginning of the heavens and [fol. 1576 3] the earth,

and [they went on] to the end of this world. And as I was

examining these manuscripts, I found a manuscript which was

written by our fathers, the holy Apostles, and which treated of

the appointment of the Seven Archangels, and it said: 'When

our Lord Jesus Christ was on the Mount of Olives with His

disciples. He revealed to them the mystery of the Godhead.'

And the Apostles asked Him, saying, 'O our Lord and God, we

beseech and entreat Thee to tell us about the glory of the

honourable angel rufa'el (Raphael), and what day Thou

didst appoint him, and in what month, and whether he is the

equal of his fellow archangels, so that we may preach him in

the world, and that men may celebrate a festival in his honour

as they celebrate festivals in honour of his fellow archangels,

and that men may pray to him in the time of their sorrow and

tribulation, so that they may find grace and compassion with

Thee, and his intercession/ And straightway our Lord Jesus

Christ commanded, and the seven, and the three archangels,

came from the third heaven, michael, and gabriel and

rufa'el (RAPHAEL) with great joy, and they bowed down

before our Lord Christ: and our Lord said unto the angel

rufa'el (RAPHAEL), 'Tell the Apostles thy name so that

theymay know thy great honour/ Now the Archangel rufa'el

(RAPHAEL), a sincere (?) angel, is the third of the archangels, and

MICHAEL the archangel is the first of all the angels; and his

name [meaneth] the 'compassionate/ And gabriel is the

second archangel, and his name [meaneth] 'God and man,' and

it was he who was sent to our holy Lady, the Virgin mary,

to announce the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ from her/'

And rufa'el (raphael) [fol. 158^1] said, "I make hearts

to rejoice, and I am sincere, and good, and merciful to sinners,

against whom I never lay information concerning their sins

before God ; I speak only of my power to save, and my sincerity,

and my love for men. I send angels with the souls of sinners,

and I treat them with long-suffering until at length they repent
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r .t,.ii. sins and forsake their transgressions, I am rufA'^l

/.APHAEL)'whom God set over the twenty-three hosts of

.tk randl we praise God the Father, and His compassionate

Z\Stl:^oly Spirit the Comforter. I am RUfA'.l

^RAPHAEL) whom God commanded to give good thmgs to the

Lts at the Marriage of One Thousand Years in Mount Zion,

when our Lord Jesus Christ made them to drink out of the cup

which is filled with honour indeed, as they reclmed with Him

when He sat on the holy throne. I am RGFA'feL (Raphael)

whom God commanded to take up branches of the Tree of Life

in mv hand, and to give them to Christians on that day [of]

life and ioy. I am rufA'el (raphael) under whose hand are

kept the treasure-houses of the heavens, and I open them and

shut them according as God commandeth me. And if any man

shall do a good deed to another man, who is in tribulation upon

earth, for my name's sake, or shall write a book about my office,

or shall remember any of the poor in my name, or shall otter

up an offering or incense on the day of my commemoration

which is the third day of Paguemen, whereon God appointed

me and crowned me with the office of the angels, I will bear

them and transport them on the chariot of light, until they enter

the heavenly Jerusalem. And I will place in their souls [fol.

158 a 2] scented branches with an exceedingly sweet odour the

like of which shaU never be found upon the earth. Ask of me

chosen Apostles, at all times so that I may protect you until

ye stand before God. And preach ye unto all men m aU the

world that they must celebrate my commemoration, and 1 wiU

make intercession with God on their behalf, and I wiU deliver

them from their tribulation, and they shall never see pumsh-

ment." Andhaving said thesewords rufA'el (raphael)
bowed

lowto the Lord. And this glorious angel rufA'^l (Raphael),

the archangel, hath performed many miracles, and it is meet that

we should celebrate his commemoration at all tunes, for he

maketh intercession with God on our behalf. Salutation to

RUFA'EL (RAPHAEL).

And on this day is celebrated the death of melchisedek.

This man was the son of kAin An, the son of shem. And when
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he was fifteen years of age God commanded noah to send

SHEM his son with the body of our father adam, and to lay it

in the middle of the earth, which is called *'krAny6'' (cra-

N I um) ; and he informed him that the Saviour of the world would

come, and that theywould sacrifice Him there, and that He would

redeem adam by His blood. And shem and melchisedek
took the body of Adam from the house of his father in secret, and

he went there, [fol. 158^3] and the angel of God guided

them; and melchisedek was appointed priest. And he took

twelve stones and offered up an offering upon them, with bread

and wine which came down to him from heaven, and which

revealed the mystery of the new Law. And the angels used to

bring food unto him from heaven, and his apparel consisted of

a hide, and a hide girdle, and he continued to minister before

the body of our father adam. And when Abraham returned

from the war, and had vanquished the kings, he offered him

bread and wine, and Abraham gave him tithes of all his

possessions, and he was appointed priest and king of salem.

Salutation to melchisedek.

And on this day also died serapion of landun. This

saint was learned in the Books of the Church, and in the inter-

pretation of the same, and he renounced all the possessions

of this world. And then he went and departed into the country

of the pagans, and sold himself for twenty dinars, and he took

care of his dinars. He ate nothing but bread and water, and he

used to pray to God to turn [the people] from their error; and

then he made them all to believe in the Faith of Jesus Christ,

and he taught them all the Law. And then he told them that

he was an Egyptian free man, and that for love of them he

had sold himself; and he gave them the money of his price to

give to the poor. [fol. 1586 i] And he departed to another

city, the people of which were called "mankayAw£yan,"
and he sold himself to them, and he served them until he made

them to believe in the Faith of Christ. And then he went to

Rom^ and lived and worked there, with fasting and prayer,

imtil at length he died in peace; and signs and wonders ap-

peared through his body. Salutation to serapion.

INTERCALARY
MONTH-PAOUfiMfeN (SEPT. 3-?) "79

^ xt,:, dav also died the good, and honourable, and

.Wox" and tpostolic king zara vA'ak6b [^ed a6th

orthodox JinaP ^gtablished ordinances and laws for

August 1468]
^"fj^/^?

"
lei in all the cities of his kingdom.

S5t?t:::iA v^iraT tl preacher of the Faith of the

Gospel.

IV. PAGUfeMfeN

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST. ONE GOD

nn this dav died the ascetic, fighter, and anchorite Saint

AiS Sntamin (or. bAym6n). This saint was from the city

^J' *!wr AiRcS There were seven brethren, namely. JOHN.

:ld TOB fol 15t?Si JOSEPH, and basil and baym6n.

^^^a^AcieVa^d ABRAHAM -^^hey ^^c^^T^
r aTd 'iTt^iulT^J^o^^^^^ ^

know.dge
days, ana ^diw

together, and went forth

o^^ fhpv bore the yoke of our Lord Chnst. Ana tney

SuS on 4 S aSt road, and put aside the honour
^

S?v and the desire of their mother to see them. Now theirS cal; to th ir abode, and she stood outside and having

":fSeTa message she waited (?) for the™ ^o come o her

so that she might see them before she deputed. ^^ they s^nt

to her a message, saying, "If thou wishest to
^«„^J^ 'J^

generation which is for ever, depart froxn this Pl^^«
•

^^^^^^J
Understood, and accepted [their words], and departed. And

this father was a haven
^^^^^f^^^^^Z^^t^^'

the young men of the desert of scete. iuiu wuc
A^vpr-

tionfand'doubt about the Faith, or a temptation oftheAd^Jr

sary [assaUed any one of them], he would <^o"^«
^^^^^^^^^^

father would comfort him, and straightway he ^as curedj^

his sickness. And this father composed works on Doctrme^d

many HomiUes, and profitable Admomtions o?^
P^^^nd he s^d

spiritoal fight, and the path of the monastic hfe^

.^^esS
iA his teaching,

"
If thou seest a brother who hath transgressed.

^« ^•^
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despair not of him, but wake up his soul, and comfort him ..,lighten his heaviness, so that he may rise up from his M'-And he also saith. "Teach thy heart so that it may do It,thy tongue sayeth." And one of the brethren said unto hbIf I see a brother who is good, I rejoice in him, and brine \1
into my abode, and make him to rejoice. And also, [fol i,8i^
if I see a brother whose works are inferior I do not wish tbnng him into my abode." And Abba bAym6n answered an!
said unto him, "If thou treatest well the brother who is cooTthou must treat that brother whose works are inferior ;,dth adouble portion of goodness, for he who is sick needeth healing
especiaUy." And then he informed that brother who J,
talking with hhn, saying. "There was a monk in the monastery
whose name was timothy, and he feU into sin, and he w:^
always weepmg; and he wept, and groaned, and petitioned God
saymg. O Lord. I have sinned against Thee; forgive me'And a voice came to him and said unto him. I will only cast
thee off when thou despisest thy brother in the time of his
tnal. And this father Abba bAym6n also said. " If we cover
over the sins of our brethren. God will cover over our sins

"

And this holy father lived all his days a life of spiritual fighting
and devotion to God. and he arrived kt a good old age and
pleased God and died in peace. Salutation to thee. mortal
tongue of the seven brethren who refused to see their mother.

,^^.^^ l^y ^^ ^^^ LiBERius. Archbishop of the city
of

^
Rome. This holy father was appointed over the city ofKome in the days of ku£nestA (constantine). the son

of KUfiNESTA (CONSTANTINE). And KU£NESTA (CON-
STANTINE) [fol. 159a i] having driven his brother, the apos-
tolic Saint ATHANASius. from the throne of the city of Alex-
andna and havmg also driven out paul. Archbishop of the
aty of Constantinia, the two of them came to this father
I.IBERIUS and asked him to help them. And he received them
andbroughtthemtotheEmperor ku£nestA (constantine),
and he wrote for them from hunself a letter to his brother
?u£nestA (constantine). and commanded him to receive
them. And he wrote for them a letter to his brother ku£n-

,KTEKCA.ARV mONTH-pAGU£m£K (SEPT. 3-7) X.8I

r^\ +Tiaf he might help them. And when

^^^i^^'^KrfiKB tMco^s'antinI) read the letter of

the Emperor ?u£N^^^
^ .^ine), and the letter of

his brother
fJ^^^^^J^ ^e received them, and set them

this holy father Tiberius,
ku£nestA con-

their thrones a.

^ J^"

^nd whe^
-^^ (^^^.

STANTINE waskmedintheaty 01

^^^ ^^^^^ ^^

^Y'."'id to ^ve he apostdic athanasius out of the

help him, and to onve y
^^ ^^^^ ^im

city of Alexandria and o receive t^e A
^^^ ^.^.^^^

„,any promises. But "
«^JJ

'^^J ^^^ ^im, and the emperor

in the city of Rome, ana ne ac p returned to

jnanded him to return to h^s °ffi^;

^ ^^^^^^^"^^ys his flock

his archiepiscop^ throne ^his ^^ther ^au^^^ways^^^^^^

to be strong m the True Faatti. Lioi- isy J ,
^^ followers

many Homilies and Admomtions, -^ ^^
^^f̂ ^7^^^^^ out

irsi^irs^roT^^^^^^ ^-
--

;S' SduitSi to Abba MBERius the archbishop.

V. PAGUfeMfeN

XN THE NAME OF THE ^A^HER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE GOD

On this day died the pure -d
f

ly

^f^^
^^b^^^^

Bishop of the city of m£sr
(^f ««);J^^f^^ garb of the

fighter from his youth up was to
^f^^^^J^^^^ he went

monastic life, which is the ^PParfl ^^ *e angels^j

^Ste^ that

forth from his city, and departed to
«f.*^^jf °y,^„f akd he

is to say. to the monastery of ^axnt Abbaj^ACARius and

took up his abode in a cave close by
Sa^'^t^Xthrspiritual

Short; and he devoted himself to God and fought the spin

' ip-««f--- *. n *

Bcai
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fight for many years, and he was appointed Archdeacon ofthe church of Saint john. And the report of his virtues an]
his knowledge, and his sanctity was noised about and'fnJ
chose him, and he was appointed Bishop of the city of m? .p
(CAIRO). And having taken his seat upon the throne of £office, he added to his fasting, and prayer, and asceticism Z
fightmg of the spiritual fight, and he did not diminish thrJh
[the duties of] his office his former fight. He taught his peocle
contmually, and he read the Scriptures to them, and he ex
plained [fol. 159a 3] the obscure passages in them and headmonished them for continuing to commit sin; and he excom
municated them and repelled them from receiving the Holv
Mystenes until they repented. And when he had finished \l
good fight, he fell sick of a slight illness, and he summoned his
flock and taught them to hold fast the True Faith. And hesummoned the priests and commanded them, saying "Take
heed that ye be not negligent at the time of celebrating the

'

Mystenes," and he made them to know that they would deserve
great punishment if they were negligent about the celebration
of the Holy and Divine Mysteries, and if they did not ministerm holmess, and in the fear of God. And he said unto them "Iam mnocent of your sins." And then he made the sign of 'the
CrcKs over his face and eyes, and stretched out his hands and
made the sign of the Cross, and he covered his eyes with his hands
and died m peace. And they wrapped him in a beautiful shroud
whichwas worthy of bishops, and they made a great lamentation
over hun, and they buried him in the tomb of the fathers, the
Bishops. Salutation to Jacob, Bishop of m£sr (cairo).

And on this day also died the great Prophet amos, the father
of I sAiAH the prophet, one of the Twelve Minor Prophets This
righteous man prophesied in the days of the kings of Israel,
[fol. 1596 1] joASH, AMOS, and uzziah; and aU the days of
his prophesying were fifty years and more. And he admonished
the children of Israel and their kings, and the kings of Judah.
and he told them that God would not accept overmany offerings,
nor the thmgs which they did not offer up to Him in the days
of MOSES the prophet. And he prophesied concerning the
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Passion of our Lord, and concerning the darkness of the sun

+w dav and concerning the lamentation and sorrow which

iSd com;?pon the chUdren of Israel after this; and how

SesSslould be turned into [days of] sorrow and their

their lest^
^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ j^^j ^j (^^.

aCTheTshould hunger Ind thirst through the lack of

teacig and knowledge; and how they should be scattered in

aU countries among the nations; and how they should be

^ven about like spelt. And aU these things were fulfiUed upon

ften for they dwell [scattered] in the world unto this day.

And it is said that the people kUled him when he rebuked them

Zi^uch for their sins. And he prophesied before the coming

of our Lord Christ sixty (read six) hundred years before the

coming of our Lord. Salutation to amos the prophet.

And on this day also died the holy, and blessed, and chaste

Abba barsumA, the "Naked," the son of tAban. This saint

had God-fearing parents in the city of m£sr (cairo), and they

entreated pUgrims kindly and walked in the [fol. 1596 2] way

of God; and they were exceedingly rich in gold and sdver

and they had many possessions. And when they got this blessed

son they called his name "bars6mAn " and brought him up

in the fear of the Lord, and taught him the Doctnne of the

Books of the Church. And when his parents finished their days

at a good old age, and died in peace, the brother of the mother

of tWs saint took all the money which barsuman s parents

hadleft. And when this Saint Abba barsuma (sic) saw how he

had seized his parents' money, he meditated m his heart about

this fleeting world, and said, "Our Redeemer saith m His holy

Gospel. -He who wisheth to save his soul, let him c^t it^^ay.

and he who hath cast away his soul for My sake shall find it.

What shaJl it profit a man if he hath gained the whole world,

and destroyed his soul? And what shaU a man give [as] a ransom

for his soul? Verily, verily, I say unto you, the Son of the

children of men shall come in the glory of His Father, with His

holy angels, and shall reward each one according to his worte

(Mark viu 35 f.).' " And the saint went outside the city, and did

as J OB the Just did, and sat upon a dust heap for five years, m

m-
ma
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the heat of summer and the cold of winter, and he wore no
clothing on his body, but went naked ; and his loin-cloth wasmade of hairy sackcloth. And he said unto his soul, "0 bar.
SUM A, know thou that thou must stand naked before God''
And he devoted himself frequently to fasting, and prayer, and
bowings, and vigil, by night and by day, for seven days at a
time ceaselessly. And he ate [nothing but] dry bread soaked in
water, and at length his body dried up, and his skin stretched
itself tightly over his bones. And then he said unto himself
"I will [fol. 1596 3] rise up and will depart from this place, so
that men may not know me, and award to me the vain praise of
this world." And he departed from that place, and came to
the church of Saint mercurius in MfeSR (cairo), and he
dwelt therein and fasted (?) for three and thirty years. And there
was a large serpent in a well which was in that church, and men
were unable to light the lamp through fear of that snake. And
God wiUed to make manifest the righteousness of this righteous
man, Abba barsumA, and to make signs and wonders to

appear at his hands. And the saint went into that cave, and
stood up and prayed to God, saying, "O my Lord and God,
Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God, Who hath given unto
us power to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and all the
might of the Enemy, I ask Thee now to make me strong over
this serpent which is m this cave, for Thme is the glory for

ever and ever. Amen." Then he sealed himself with the sign

of the Honourable Cross, and he sang the psalm, saying, *'Thou
shalt be strong against the wolf and the serpent, thou shalt

tread upon the lion and the serpent " (Psalm xci, 13), and having
finished his singing, he seized the serpent with his hand, and
said unto it, "Henceforth be blessed ! And thou shalt not have
power and might over any man, and thou shalt do no evil

whatsoever to any man, but thou shalt be subject and obedient
to what I shall say unto thee." And straightway that serpent
coiled itself at the feet of this saint, even as the lions crouched
before daniel the prophet in days of old. And this saint

fought a great fight against hunger and thirst, and he used to

fast two and three days [fol. 160a i] at a time, and after this

he fasted for a whole week, without cessation or negligence.
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A A the light shone upon him, and when he stood up to pray

^"^
!tTwould go away from him, and when he sat down

''VS the s1^^^^^^ it wLd come to him. And there was a

'
.of water inThat place wherefrom water flowed unceasmgly

spnng of water m^^^^ P
^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^

V^TXtu^^^^ to'sunrise, continually; and he

fii n wor^^^^ had been thrown away, and he drank dirty

Ser aS^h those days there took place a period of gr^t

fV^n nf the Christian people in the country of Egypt.

STssed aS hfs^me in fading the Books of the Church,

^nd espeSy the Psalms of david, and the histories of the

ZceSol of the fathers and the stories of their abstmence.

"S'^^^Zoi this he loved the life of abstinence and punty

A hP c;nake to men profitable words, saymg, Without

;^ty nom^cln see the'kingdomof God, -d all hissin

s^
SS forgive when he hath acquired purity." And this sa^nt

Sood UP and prayed, and entreated God by day and by night

irseven days and God received his petition, and he taught

teZ^^^^^ And God performed many signs and

mSby his hands, and on many occasions made manifest to

ZSexLordinary spiritual fight, [^^l. x6o a 2] fts ges^^^^

was handsome, and he was of fine appearance, and l^sja^^^^^^^^^

ioyful; he rejoiced in being without a bed, and ^e Possessed

Shing whatsoever of this world's goods. He wore a tunic only

Jut he'was [otherwise] naked, and his head was ™vered^^^^^

he covered his body with apparel which was in ^^g^
_

^nd^^

endured the heat of summer and the cold of winter and he laid

no bed between his body and the ground, and he fought he

fight that he might reach the Heavenly Garden And he fo^^^^^

trouble through evil men and devUs; who is

f^^^^^^^^
And in spite of this he gave thanks to the ^-^rdjes^^s,^^^

Who helped him in this difficult work,
^^l^^^'lf^^^

this course men heard of the glorious report of hnn, and every

where men loved him. He was the
^^^^^^^^^Vv^ll^^^^^^

and of those who were in trouble and misery and of
^^^^^^^^^^^^

been tripped up by the enmity [of Satan], and of Inm whom

the temptation of the Enemy or of an evil man had found.
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such an one used to seek and find with him healing And havi
spent thirty years in his spiritual fight, and pleased God hf
died in peace on the fifth day of the month of Paguemen in'th
one thousand and thirty-third year of the Martyrs (a d x^n)And after his death John the priest, his disciple, thought in
his soul and said, "Who is there that shaU comfort men after
our father barsOmA?" "Abbi bars<jmA had knowledge
through the Holy Ghost," saith his disciple. And he answered
saying with his holy mouth, "Know, O my brother john Iam far from aU those who caU me by my name, and unto aUwho say unto me, 'Abbi barsumA, the son of tAbAn '

I sav
'Behold I will fulfil for him everything which he wisheth with
our Lord Jesus Christ.' " And then this holy father looked
towards his left hand and said, "Behold, they have made the
reckonmg about us, and they have not found against us any
evil thing." And after this [fol. i6oa 3] he said unto his disciple
ABRAHAM, "Give me a knife or a razor," and he cut off his
tongue therewith, and cast it away, and he began to sing
saying, "The Lord illummeth me, and delivereth me, who then
shall make me afraid? " (Psalm xxvii, i)—to the end [of the
Psalm]. And he sealed his face with the sign of the Honourable
Cross, and dehvered his soul into the hand of God. and the
angels of light carried it up to the Garden of Joy. And he
departed to God, Whom he loved, and he dwelt with the
nghteous in the Garden of Delight in the kingdom of the heavens.
And the monks wrapped him up in pure white woollen cloths
and they took him and laid him in the church. And Abbi
JOHN, the eightieth Archbishop of the city of Alexandria,
came, together with priests, and deacons, and the nobles of
the city of MfiSR (CAIRO), and a great many Christian folk,
and they made a procession in his honour with singing and
mstruments of music, and they buried him; and they made
great mourning for him many days. Salutation to Abba
barsumA.

And on this day also died Abba makder. Salutation to
MAGDER (sic).

intercalary month-pAgu£m£n (sept 3-7) 1287

VI. PAOUfiMtN

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON

AND THE HOLY GHOST. ONE GOD

rfnl 1606 il And if the month of Paguemen containeth six

davs he {i.e. the priest or monk) shaU read the followmg; and

a it hath only five days, he shall read it likewise.

On this blessed day, O believing, beloved, and orthodox

brethren it is meet that ye should magnify our Lord Jesus

Sr^d His honourable Blood, and that we should praise

God the Most High, and multiply His praises, and exalt His

Sness exceedingly, because He hath given unto us the grace

of ms goodness and the greatness of His compassion, which

have brLht us to this hour, which is the end of the revdution

o'The yel of mercy of Egypt, and of Ethiopia, and Nubia

td we are sound and healthy in our bodies and souls, and we

are strong in the True Faith, following our holy fathers. And

God sheweth patience towards us, and He hath mercy upon us^

and He waiteth for us to turn from our transgressions and from

our evil works. And He doth not destroy us as He destroyed

mTny nations who were before us, but He abideth us patiently,

and He waiteth for us to turn from our sins, and our transgres-

sions, and our folly, and for us to rouse
"^f^^ ."P/.f.f

°^'

sluggishness, and for us to rise up from our falL And it is meet

tS we shoiild weep before Him. and cry to Him to set aside

His abomination of our transgressions, and our many sms and

that we should ask Him to strengthen us m the True Faith m

this world, and in that which is to come, and dunng all the days

of our life, and to preserve us from the snare [fol. 16062] of

Satan, our Enemy, so that we may arrive at the end of tlus

coming year, and that we may be strong m the True Faith, and

joyful in go;>d works, and healthy in our bodies. And let us

ask Him to give rest to the souls of those who have died among

us. and may He set grace in our country and bless our land

and bring us into our abode in houses in joy. and m peace, for

ever and ever. Amen.

li!



INDEX

i:;on"x59. 385. 4^5. 634. 775. 894.

079, 1^97 ,

Aaron of Galilee. 105

Aaron. Abba. 920

Aaron, a pnest, 230. 392

fflr. 38. 39. 96-9. 602. 647

Abaidus. 209

'Abakon. 1036

'Abarianus, 602

'Abasklron. 975-7
'Abaydo, 209

'ibfai-Aziz. Khalifah. 312. ii49

'Abd al-Makos, 761

'Abd al-Masih. 153-5

•Abdeyu (Obadiah?), 495-^

'Abdin, monastery of, o», 09

Abednego, 313, „ «

Abel, son of Adam, 439-41. 789. 837

Abel, son of Takla Haymanot, 1133

Abel. Abba, 194
'Abela. 147
'Abenes. 72
'Aberokh. 1087-9

'Abeya. 567
Abgar. 426, 1032
Abgarus. 165
•Abib. 189-91. 192, 809

'Abibha. 190
Abijah. 179
Abiladyos, 705
Abimelek, 1259

.

Abimelek, the Ethiopian, 804

'Abkarazun, 98
'Abkuelta. a martyr, 927
'Abladen. 878
Ablanius, 878
Ablanius the musician, 676-7

Ablarius, 973
'Ablaryanos, 23
'Ablas, 47
'Ablas!. 1272
'Ablawig. 973
Ablerius, a monk, 187

Abliig. 192
•Abnes. 134
'Aboli. 72, 91. 406. 6^3. 1177-80

Abortion, 337
Abracius, 370, 371
Abraham of Ur, 13, 198. 257. 424. 434.

722, 894, 1268; partaker of bread

and wine of the New Law, 1278

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 300,

415. 420, 456. 559. 625 636, 657

750. 938. 993. "29; festival of.

Abraham, Isaac and Israel-Jacob.

Abraham. Archbishop of Alexandria,

326-31, 1253-4
Abraham, a bishop, 617

Abraham, Abba. 474"^. 905

Abraham. Abba II, 1191-3

Abraham, father of Macanus, 735

Abraham, of Cairo, 1279

Abraham, of Dailam. 168

Abraham of Gamnudi, 1225

Abraham of Harin, 819

Abraham of Rome, 189

Abraham of Scete, 50, 215, 430.

Abrlham, disciple of Barsoma, 1286

Abraham the anchorite, 201, 202

Abraham, a monk, 76

Abraham, a Syrian monk. 607

Abraham, an Ethiopian, 445

Abraham, a martyr, 256

Abraham, a carpenter 332

Abraham, an artisan, 870-1

'AbraV^en, 602
'Abrani, a martyr, 243

Abranicus. 373
Abranius, 270
'Abratabias, 715
'Abreha, 112, 1165

'Abrem. Abba, 45^-2

Abremius, 135
'Abrokonyos. 1113-10
'Abrokoronadeyos, 1079

'Abrokoros. 517
'Abrotari, 196. 1240

Abnitarius, 1239-40
'Absadi, 64. 105. 1042, iio»

'Absadi, a bishop, 417-18, 54°

'Absal. 1080
'Abskirron, 1 178-9

'Abtelma, a martyr, 1000

'Abtelmawos, 983
'Abtesfen, 313
'Abtlemanos, 1146

'Abudiras, 631
'Abufana, 451-2
AbuFarz, 219

^ x ,.^ ^^c
'Abukalamsis (Apocalypse), 352, 445.

448, 760. 895
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'Abukir, a martyr, 597; a saint, 1061
'Abukir, church of, 312, 586
'Abulag, 999
'Abulidis, Archbishop of Rome, 591
'Abunafer, 250, 633, 1002
Abus, 1227
Abu Tefa, 145
Abu Zir, 457
Abya, the Maccabee, 414
Abyel, 268
Acacianus, 1039
Acacius, Archbishop of Constanti-

nople, 306-8
Acacius, Bishop of Caesarea, 725
Acacius, Bishop of Jerusalem, 844
Acarius, 288
Acfaha, 193
Achaeus, 725
Achilles, 960
Adam, the first man, 90, 257, 425,

439. 456, 457. 556, 557. 603, 636,
756, 762, 846, 864, 894, 1020, 1076,
1 166, 1257; body of, 458, 1278;
salvation of, 752

Adam and Eve, commemoration of,

787-91
Adar, 121
Adel, 312
Adesyos, 1164-5
Adinius, 212
Admania, 157
'Admas, 234
'Admira, 497
Admon, 115
Admonius, 115
'Adonai, 114
'Adrakes, 255
'Adrakos, 484
'Adrani, 166
'Adrawos, 115
'Adronos, 115
'Adyam, 277
'Adyos, 1 164
Aedesius, 1164
Aesculapius, 437, 712
'Aflagius, 973
'Aflahos. 45, 46
'Aflamis, 784
Afnin, Archangel, 2c

2

'Afra, 1209
'Afrakya, 39, 246. 845
'Afrangi language, 263, 845
Africa, 203
Afron, 462
Afros, 212
'Afse, Abba, 944
'Agabitos, 649
Agabius of D4khnln, 1028

Agabius of Gaza, 715
Agabius, 509
'Agabos, 14, 792, 942
'Agabos (Acts xi, 28; xxi, 10). 808
Agabus, a martyr, 588
Agabus, a soldier, 1253
'Agali, 792
'Aganos, 144
Agapetus, 649-51
'Agapis, 16, 1 1 80
'Agapis, a martyr, 564
Agapius, Archbishop of Jerusalem

229 •

Agatha, mother of 'Arsuma, 101-3
Agathon, Archbishop of Alexandria

158-9
Agathon of Konya, 27
Agathon of the pillar, 49-52, 59
Agathon, anchorite, 125
Agathon, a monk, 340-44
Agathon, a martyr, 744
Agathon, Abba, 1148
Agathon, 1129
'Agati, 91
'Aged, 642
Aglaias, 148-9
Agradinus, 662
Agricolaus and his forty soldiers, 691
Agrinicus, 587
Agripa, 3
'Agripada, 39, 130, 550, 551
Ahab. 309, 310, 459, 461, 462, 495,

1238
Ahasuerus, 404
Ahaz, 19, 274, 649, 653, 1019, 1 189
Ahaziah, 1238
Ahmad ibn-Jawlun, 718
Ahnas, 708, 1028
'Ain Daljiay, 1102
Ajalon, 1036
Akakios, Archbishop of Constan-

tinople, 204
'Akalaeles, 72
'Akalu-ubatera, 380
'A^aryos, 145, 426-7
'Akaweti, 559
Akajryos, 725
'Akeltus, 960
'Akestana, 1075
'Akfahas, 664, 1094-5, 1148
'Akfehas, 80
Akhmim, 191, 201, 385, 425, 431, 437,

590, 638-9, 861 ; martyrs and saints

of, 429, 436
'Akhnas, 178
'Akilas, 821
'Akiryanos, 63
Akkaeus, 204

Aklabius, a martyr, 431

'Akledis, 927
'Aklemos, 982
'Aklesotemos, 805

•Aklesya, 755
'Aklima, 439
'Aklog. 5oa-22
•Aklog. a bishop. 1203

'Akmim. 425. 437. 590. 63|-9. 837.

970; the sorcerer of, 903. I079»

1084, 1171
Akora^od, 317
'Akpaljos, 193
'Akpahsi, 863
'A^puhas, 622

'Akra. a martyr, 1000

'Alp-abania, 1075
'Akrad, 324
'Akrama, 1075
'Akrapos, a martyr, 402

'Akratao, 881

'A^r^tes, 388. 1273, ^ ^ ^.
'Akrates, brother of Antaeus, 122&

'Akratya. 882
'A^epinii, Archbishop, 590
'Akrepos, 590, 1067
'Akresokos, 818
'Akresteros, 569-70
'Akronius, 965-6
'Akrosia, 557, 1075
'Akrosya. 1063
'Aksani, 561-2
'Akseyas, 320
'Aksis, 320
'Aksosya, 16

'Aksu, 78, 80
'Aksum, 112, 365, 875, 1128, 1164

'Akudures, 631
'Akuoren, 1010

'Akyos, Abba, 646
Alabastron, 598
'Alakes, a bishop. 1134
'Al-'Ameda, 117; 'Alameda, loio.

1 164
*Alam Sagad, 746
'Alamut, 1018
'Alapis, 16, 1180
Al'ard, 297
'Al-'azar, 359
'Albia. 963
Aldius, 489
'Aldrakwos, 115
'Al6f. Abba, 688
'Alempayas, 1078
Aleppo, 776 , ^ z:

Alexander the Great, 163, 165, 469,

944, 1062
Alexander, Archbishop of Alexandria,

BESIV

225, 302, 598-601, 820, 860, 983.

1228—30
Alexander, Archbishop of Constan-

tinople, 53. 113
, , ,

Alexander, Archbishop of Jerusalem.

138 , T I

Alexander, Bishop of Jerusalem.

803-4 , _
Alexander, governor of Rome, 251

Alexander, a governor, 497
Alexander Caesar, 661

Alexander, Bishop of Cappadocia.

662
Alexander, friend of Arsemus, 455

Alexander of Gaza, 715
Alexander the martyr, 964
Alexander the sorcerer, 975-6
Alexander the Egyptian, 715

Alexandra, Queen, 808

Alexandra, a martyr, ion
Alexandra, friend of Theocritus.

686 , ,

Alexandria, 27, 28, 42, 43, 44. 46, 07.

75. 83. 97. 98. 104. 105. ijo. "3.

124, 158, 164. 173. 178. 187. 196,

212, 213, 247, 304. 323. 396, 533*

539. 547. 562. 577. 610. 679. 845.

873. 971. 973. 983. 1038. 1043, 1087.

1106, 1114. 1140. 1147. 1157. "65,

1167, 1168, 1177. 1200, 1252, 1265.

1272, 1274-5; the 3000 (or, 30,000)

martyrs of, 1238
Alexandrians, 682
Alfayanos, 690
Alibidius, 705
Al-Khargah Oasis, 2, 263
Al-Matra, 170
'Alminas, 1078
Almonds, 1093
Al-Muizz, 328, 630
'Alon, 54
'Alontran, 932
Alphaeus, 115, 267, 611, 936
Altabius, 1067, 1075
'Alvanus, 523
Al-Walj, the oasis, 709, 1150
Amalek, 231, 425
Amalekite, 405
'Am§.nuel, 19
Amanus, 145
Ambulacra, 695
Amer, 1037
'Amid, 69. 129, 308
Aminadab, 404
'Amkhara, 1241
'Amilas, 715
'Aminus, 145
'Ammata Krestos, 604-6, 939-41

82
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'Ammata Maryam, 365
*Ammat Hanna, 744
'Ammat Wahed, 744
'Ammon, a monk, 32; an anchorite,

1096, 1098
Ammon, Abba, 1253
Ammon, a martyr, 1200
Ammon of Konya, 27
Ammon of Tamut, 1165-6
Ammon of fuh, 11 12
Ammona of Konya, 27
'Ammoni, 817
Ammonius, Abba, 193
Ammonius, Bishop of Esneh, 379, 380
Ammonius, 914-16
Ammonius, a martyr, 966, 11 16
Ammonius of Esneh, 1129
Amon, King, 854
Amon, a martyr, 1162
Amon, a scribe, 859
'Amone, 191
'Amoni, Abba. 452, 586, 587
'Amoni, father of 'Ebelo, 595
'Amoni, a martyr, 965
'Amoni, 916
Amorites, 1036
'Amorya, 1061
Amos, 44. 89, 322, 653, 1061, 1282
Amos, prophet, 921, 11 82-3
'Amos, father of Isaiah, 19
'Amr ibn al-As, 471, 472
Amram, 775
'Amsal, 11 18
'Anabanya, 1033
'Anagetyos, 1052
'Analyu, 159
Ananias of Babylon, 313, 392, 868,

1037, 1069
Ananias, Bishop of Damascus, stoning

of, 112
Ananias, a martyr, 326
Anastasia of Constantinople, 545, 546
Anastasia and Daniel of Scete, 865
Anastasia, Roman martyr, 416-7
Anastasia, a martyr, 205
Anastasia, a Roman lady, 107, 108
Anastasius, Emperor, 627, 927, 937
Anastasius. Archbishop of Alexandria

Anastasius, Archbishop of Rom, 211
Anastasius, Archbishop of Antioch

654
Anastasius the Melchite, 601, 709
Anastasius, father of Bifamon, 549 ff.

Anastasius, father of St George, 825
AnatoUus, Archbishop, 307
Anatolius, martyr, 326, 480
'Anba^om, 818

'Anba Marina (Merena). 338. ui^
'Anbarim, 775
'Anbas, Abba, 12, 313
Ancient of Days, 235, 423, 864
Andal, 378

-^ t

Andalusia, 378
'Andeles, 659
'Andewa, 32
'Andonin, 'Andonina, 1154, "55
Andreas of Dabra Libanos, 1125
Andreas, martyr, 83, 84, 245
Andrew the apostle, 3, 90, 317-21

680 f., 1062, 1172-6, 1266-70
Andrew, Bishop of Kefala, 1103
Andrew, a martyr, 187
Andrianus, Emperor, 261, 11 88
Andrianus, 778
Andrianus, a martyr, 682, 1248-50
Andrias, a scribe, 312
Andronicus, Archbishop, 467, 470
Andronicus, an apostle, 921
Andronicus the StyUte, 473
Andronicus, Abba, 471
Andronicus of Antioch, 1167
Andronicus, a governor, 1128
Andronicus, a martyr, 157
'Anem^sos, 57
'Anesgesya, 205
Anestia, 1075
'Anestos, 403
Anestus, 69, 1071
'Angabenayt, 16'

Angels, the Seven, 761; the Holy,
1059; the classes of, 236; the
twenty-three hosts of, 1277

'Anl^are, 1244
Anianus, Archbishop, 264, 265, 846
Anianus, Bishop of Khamd, 660
Anianus, a deacon, 994
Anianus, the StyUte, 308
Anianus, a priest, 1087-88
Anicetus, 261, 369, 370
'An'imo, 1199
'Ankityos, 42
'An^uo MiryUm, loi
Annunciation, 392, 750
'Ansesa, 767
'Antars^n, 963
Antedrius, 404
'Antekos, 1071
'Anteyos, 332
Anthony the Great, 63, 175, 188, 215,

337. 340. 391. 453. 531 f-. 578-
80, 586, 667, 1024, 1 107-9, 1250,

1263; gives his staff to Macarius,

742; visits a Prankish king, 535,

536

INDE ^h.
1293

Anthony the Archimandrite, 938

939
Anthony of the worm, 69

Anthony of Tamaw, 895

Anthusa, 879
Antianus, 467
'Antibanis, 810
'Antibas, 809
Antichius, 1129
Antichrist. 463
'Antihipdtds, 263
Antilarius, 95. 9^
Antimony, 1089
'Antimos, 270
Antinoe. 10. 98. 299, 345. 340. 35i.

418, 420. 551. 554. 610. 611. 613.

675, 679. 839. 863, 928. 929. 963.

975. 985. 1015. 1022. 1028, 1039.

1086, 1087, 1089, nil, 1113. 1141*

II54, II65, II78
^ ^ o A

Antioch, 16, 28, 38. 39. 56. 7^. 78. 90.

108, 126, 127, 129, 138, 142. iDi, 102,

167. 177. 213. 225, 287, 301. 354.

396, 408. 436. 450. 484. 486. 501.

550, 564. 597. 608, 629. 640, 641,

649. 652. 702, 742. 747. 777. 780.

833. 834. 835. 839. 861. 879. 881,

907, 908, 938. 955. 963. 964. 970.

971. 983, 984. 1033. 1034. 1059.

1065, 1070, 1105, 1114. 1128, 1133,

1136, 1143. 1152. 1153. 1 162, 1 167.

1 177, 1 188, 1204, 1240, 1272; Lamp
of. 138

Antiochus, 10, 136
Antiochus of R6m6. 1199
Antiochus, a governor, 1203

Antiopatus, 877, 1878

Antolia, 1249, 1250
'Antonitos (Antonitus), 1199. 1262

Antonius, Emperor, 136
Antonius, Archbishop, 395-7

^

Antonius, Bishop of Bana, 118,

121
Antonius, Abba, 370
Antonius, a martyr, 90, 653, 804

Antonius, one of the Seven Sleepers,

1235
Antony, Abba, 8

Antony, a monk, 676
Antony, an Arab, 653
'Aorta. 658, 659
'Apelon, 925
Aphroditus, 922
'Apilyanos flower, 1092
Apocalypse, 275, 448, 895
ApolUnarius, 23, 497. 726, 1164
Apollinarius the infidel, 571
ApolUnarius the musician, 676

Apollo, 132, 140, 159. 252. 258. 486,

502-3, 551. 552. 565. 648. 931. 964.

967, 1028, 1043, 1 100; of the golden

arm, 1201; Apollo and St George,

828
ApoUo, Saint, 586
Apollo the reader, 626

Apollo ('Ebloy), 191 f-

Apostates, the 24.000. 709
Apparel, indigo and white, 267

Arabia, 10, 270, 425, 660, 701

Arabians, 901
Arabic (language), 845
Arabs, 169, 470. 55^. 653. 790. 823.

1264; feed Anthony, 534. 5351

attack Scete, 775; repulsed with

the Cross, 155
'Aragawi, 155
'Aramawiyan, 687
'Arami, 237
'Aramiyan, 46
Aranius, 557
Ararat, 459
'Araz, 1032
Arcadius, Emperor, 25, 26, 44, 61, 62.

Ill, 163, 207, 248, 255, 295, 543.

646, 881, 882, 885
Arcadius, a martyr, 688

Arcadius, son of 'Askenafer, 716

Archangels, the Nine, 9
Archbishop, the boy, 860

Archelaus, a bishop, 394. 807, 981

Archelaus, Archbishop, 302

Archelaus, a martyr, 231
Archelaus, a swordsman, 11 15
ArchiUdes, 492, 494
'Ardama, 1042
'Ardamida, iioo
'Ardase, Archbishop, 16

'A'aref, 940
'Arengis, 1016-17
*Arest61, 1019
'Arfra, 373
'Argabu, 942
'Ariana, 1049
Arians, 641, 861, 969. 970. 973. "7i.

1281
Arianus, a priest, 382
Arianus, the governor, 10, 42, 113,

299. 354. 380, 418. 429. 431. 437»

519, 520, 551, 554 f-. 564. 678, 813.

816, 859, 927. 929. 965. 972. 974.

975, 985, 1015. 1022, 1039, 1 128.

1141, 1165, 1166
Arion, 904
Aristobulus, 715
Aristopolus, 845
Aristos, 544

82-2
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Arithimus, 270
Alius, the heretic, 104, 113, 114, 126,

137. I97» 225, 243, 301, 358, 406,
467. 482, 514, 572, 574, 644, 654,
660, 692. 699, 725, 861, 884, 969.
1 1 16, 1 163, 1 171. 1229, 1230. 1247,
1281

Ark. the, 457-9
Ark of the Law, 1027
Arkaladius. 676
'Arkaskesis, 404
Arkias, 975
'Arkilas, 302, 821
'Arkisos, 382
'Arkola, 981
'Anna, 682
'Armalus, 156
'Armaini, 138
'Armani, 918
'Armanyos, 76
'Armatyas, 11 82
Armenia, 64, 65, 73, 102, 105, iii,

114, 154, 197, 255, 263, 382-4,
814, 984

Armenius, a governor, 28, 81, 212
Armenius, a martyr, 76, 978
Arminius, 977
'Arminu, 771
Armohus, 157
'Armon, 687
'Armoni, 657
'Armos, Archbishop, 705
*Am6n, 12 12
'Arokla, 806
*Ar6n, 105, 159
'Arontos, 20
Arrows, death by, 468, 625
'Arsalidas, 488
'Arsani, 784
'Arsanos, 1059
'Arsastal, 1019
'Arsatos, 844
'Arsema, ion
Arsenius, 455, 784, 885-7, 1079-80
Arsianus, 1020
'Arsima, 331, 382, 897
Arsinoe, 936
'Arsis, 390
'Arsonia, 934
Arsonius, 1059
'Arsonophis, 1016, 1017
'Arsonwa, 936
'Arsuma, 74, 101-3
'Artematewos, 166
Artemis. 551, 552, 652, 931, 964, iioo
Artyo, 276
'Arwa, 945-53
'Asa61, 57

'AsbdsyHnos, 1033
'Asbel^a, 112, 1165
Ascalon, 53
'Ascarion, 17
Ascension of Christ, 863
Asclepianus, 165
Asenath, 957
*Aser, 57
'Asfoni, 334
Ashdod, 147
Asher, 604
Asher, Abba, 878
Ashes eaten with bread, 906
Asia, 148, 446, 895, 1 199, 1222
'As^aran, 721
'Askel, 542
'Askenafer, 574, 716
'Askila, 389
'Asmanit, 166
Asmodeus, 57
'Asmonin, 724
'Asna, 'Asni, 'Asni, 42, 122, 325, 380
'Asnet. 957
'Asnokhat, 1004
'Asotares, 105
'Asrelyiir, 11 72
Ass speaks, 583, 688
Assyria, 374-7
'Astaryos, 276
'As^r, 656
Astrolabe, 120
Astrologer, 421
Astrologer and Basil, 464
Asturius, 1 131
'Aswan, 406, 887, 1129
'Asyana, 1199
Asyut. 210, 268, 269, 270, 324, 975,

985
'Atamen, 1027
'Atekhanos, 1184
Atesius, 396
Athanasia, 38
Athanasia of Maniif, 11 82-4
Athanasia, mother of John Chrysos-

tom, 879
Athanasia of Antioch, 1167
Athanasia, a martyr, 597
Athanasius, Archbishopof Alexandria,

10. 56, 75. 104. "3. 162, 312, 412,

413. 539. 557. 580, 581, 586, 641,

693. 695. 801, 802, 820, 853, 860,

888, 959, 973, 1 109, 1 165, 1229;
his bones found, 72

Athanasius, Archbishop of Antioch,

127, 396
Athanasius of Clysma, 1127, 1128
Athanasius, "son of the Crown,"

1 108

I

Athanasius, bishop and martyr, 1262

Athanasius, a martyr, 207

Athanasius, a magician, 825

Athene, a virgin, 76
Athenians, 879
Athens, 23. 36, 86, 119. 120, 304. 641.

732, 879, 885, 1072; Council ot.

817
Athor, 374-7 .

Athribis, i, 32. 82, 83, 621, 661,

862, 1015, 1 147; 7000 martyrs ol.

1 162
'Atimos, bishop, 20
'Atkaron, 978
'Atnatewos, 104
'Atom, 1087-89
'Atra. church of, 624
'Atrabius, 1102
'Atrakius, 157
'Atrakya, 882
'Atrasis, 257-9
Atrib, 862
Augustus Caesar, 419
Aularianus, 388
Aulenius, 1125
Ausanius, 86
Ausanius of Phrygia, 652
Ausanius, a martyr, 688, 805

Ausia, 188
Ausis, 870
'Ausonius, 813
'Awa. 1 125
'Awaras, 115
'Awedra, 52
'Awersa, 69
'AwesA, 1227
'Awgangos, 385
'Awgeryos, 165
'Awgin, 5, 616, 617
'Awlatos, 18
Awnings of ships, 509
'Awsabyos, 'Awsabyus, 38, 39, 654
'Awsegneyos, 649
'Awshira, 455
'Awsim, 1204, 1205
'Awtaki, 1239
*Ayn ash-Shems, 978
Ayna Sahay, 1125
'Ay-taitas, 404
Azarianus, 207
Azarias. 313, 392, 868
Azarias (Rufael), 58
'Azdad, 147
'Azenhas, 968
'Azgaga, 1 165
'Azkir, 275, 276
'Azremanos, 59
'Azri-Gazrinos, 320

'Azy&n6s, 59

Baal, 57. 460, 461
Ba'albak, 671, 672
Ba'amln, 350-4
B&blL, 111-12
BUbel, 374
Babes, souls of the 18,000, 140

Babnfida, 633. 743. 816, 835. 1039

Babnudi, 1091
Babylon, 58. 99. "8, 173. §65. 392.

726, 727, 783. 846, 868, 869, 879,

926, 980, 999. "35. 1265

Bacchus, 125, 262

Bacchus and Sergius, in. 112, 13O

Bacchus of 'Esna, 974
Badlamo, 354
Badreman, 1071

Ba'eda Maryam, King, 234
Bafnoteyos, 633
Bagbig, 904
Bagdad, Baghd&d, 780
Bag'ii, 418
Bahram, 807
Bahran, 989-92
Bahraya, 11 57
Bahyara, 11 57
Bakhayla Maryam, 531
Bakimos, Abba, 878
Baldmos, 362-4, 802
Bakinikos, 673
Baklawaya, 892
Bakruz, 888
Balaam, 54, 421, 425. 583. 688

Balak. 688
Balamon, Abb&, 887
Balan, 83
Balance of Hearts, 171, 738
Balanus, 932
Balaos, 1028
Balasan oil, 925
Balata, 923
Balaten, 245
Balaw, 1013, 1 1 14
Balbal, 981
Balbayus, 719
Balget, 852
Bali. 875
Balldn. 962, 1039
Ballot for archbishopric, 505
Balsam trees, 924
Balsan. 924
Balyana, 832
Bamlly in the Fayyiim, 559
Bamoy, 171-6, 1084
Bama, Abba. 527
Ban on water, 428
B^n^, 118, 121, 981. 1154

||
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Banadeldwos, 38, 39
Banadleus, 805
Banafzez, a martyr, 41
Bandara, 892, 1039
Bandela'an, 858
Bandela'on, 907
Bandeyos, 367
Bandiconis, 212
Bandlet works miracles, 434
Bangor, 296, 297
Bani^oros, 485, 486
Bank61, 365
Bands, 1018
Banotos, 844
Bantanyos, 682
Banwa, 595
Banwan, 1157
Banwayet, 591
Banyos, 669
Baptism, 66; of Christ, 476, 477, 479;

of 12,099 souls, 1243
Baptism, festival of, 142
Baptism, self, 486
Baptism with mother's blood, 834
Barachias, 90
Barachus, 326
Bar'^ma. 809
Baramas, 513
Baramun, 1203
Baranteya, Barantya, 747, 749, 866,

891, 1206
Barbar, cdty of, 3
Barbara, a martyr. 338, 339
Barbara, wife of Simon, 451
Barbarah, 90
Barbarians, 3, 175, 280, 341, 342,

1032. 1086, 1 1 34, 1 135; slay 49
monks, 544

Barbaya, 1013
Barfonyos, 669
Bill, 1089
Bark as apparel, 1103
Bark cloth, 12
Bar^a, 846, 910
BarMnon, 535
Barkisis, a bishop, 803, 804
Barldsos, 663
Barkyos, 826
Barmeyu, Abba, 994
Barmon, 1272
Barmuda. HiU of. 1159
Barmun, 889
Bamaba, 16
Barnabas, 393, 394, 845, 1020
Bamug, monastery of, 819
Barronyos, 669
Barsabo, Abba, 69, 70, 72
Barsanofa, 11 70

Barsebu, 1261
Barset, 470
Barsiros, 1124
Barsoba, 1261
Barsoma, 607-10, 1253-86
Barsi^ma, cuts out tongue, 1286
Barsuman, 1283
Bartelel, 368
Bartholomew, the apostle, 2 f., 263

364, 849; sold as a slave, 3
Bartholomew of the Fajryiim, 163
Bartholomew of Rosetta, 1078
Bartholomew, a martyr, 52, loii
Bartholomew, a monk, 1050
Bartos, 911
Basadi, 1043
Ba§al6t4 Mika'^1, 122, 1139, 1244
Basat, 1090
BaseV, 815
Basendius, mi, 11 12
Basil, Bishop of Caesarea, 46, 48, 125,

126, 188, 282, 463, 465, 481, 530'

586, 633, 879, 102 1, 1 1 17, 1 194,
1239. 1279; Liturgy of, 799

Basil, bishop and martyr, 687
Basil, a martyr, 44, 406, 642, 1041
Basilaos, 687
BasiUcus, 121 6, 1217
BasiUdes, 28, 33, 38, 96, 313, 484,

647, 784, 1 140, 1204
BasiUdes, brother of Stephen, 130,

133
Basilius, of BenyH, 571
Baskos, 33
Basla, 1029
Baslantya, 20
Basils, 20
Basnofreyos, 370
Basodisa, 1042
Basora, a martyr, 670
Basri, 671
Basta, 613, 1 1 78
Bcistamon, 981
Bastianus, Emperor, 545
Bastius, 199
Bataron, 598, loii
Batelsis, 332
Bath, Barbara's, 339
•Bath-houses and fornication, 407
Bathing, mixed, condemned, 407
Bath-sabeli^, 312
Bathsheba, 1025
Batlan, 113 1-3
Batlan, a martyr, 364
Batles, 703
Batra, Abba, 617
Batra, 1255
Batra Wangel, 916

Batrabo, 11 33
Batrasina, 517
BatriVa. 478
Batsun, 1004-7
Batumi, 180

Bawla, who died seven times, 122. 123

Bawma, 1075 f.

Baydar, a martyr, 867
Bayma, 1095
Bayman, Abba, 268

Baymon, 1279-80
BayramAm, 476
Baysus, 924
Bazanteya, 747, 749
Beans, 540; basket of, 94°
Beans and salt, 201

Bears, 95
Beasts, the Four, 759 ,

.

Beasts, wild, friendship of monks

with, 399 , ,

Beasts of the sea with faces of ser-

pents, camels, etc., 247
Beating, torture by, 157
Bebnusi, 547
Bed, the iron, 40, 114

Bedel, a martyr, 1125
Bedera, 1122
Bedir, 344
Bedratos. 86
Be'elamon, 176
Befsufyos, 370
Begbig. 431. 475
Behama Bakasit, 545
Behensa, 295, 296, 1093
Behna, 1107
Behnam, Mar, 65
Behnesa, 219, 704, 856, 1004

Behnhasa, 704
Behnu, a martyr, 523
Behram, 654
Behramo, 807
Behur, Behura, a martyr, 374
Behwafa, 429, 437 _ . , «
Bel, 374; smashed by Darnel, 728,

729
Belane, 1089
Belanteyanos, 615
Belbes, 719
Belfeyos, 1016, 1017
Belina, 84
Belka, 195
Belkarya, Empress, 21

Belshazzar, 727
Belt of Thecla, 95
Beltesor, 727
Benaiah, 1025
Benase, 385
Benates, 367-70

Benhasa, 929
Benhesa, 924
Benjamin, Archbishop of Alexandria,

19. 158. 467. 47<>-3.

Benjamin and Eudoxia, 1252

Benjamin, tribe of, 397. 404. 1008,

1279
Benjamin, 732
Benjamin, Abb§,, 64
Benjamin of Mesr (Cairo), 1279

Benjamin of Scete, 545
Benjamin of Tuna, 1050

Benjamin who was caught up to

heaven, 1210

Benudyas, 437
Benwah, a martyr, 523
Benwan, 1159
Benwani, 1158
Benya, 571
Benyam, 767, 769
Benyami, 64, 75, 59i

Berachiah, 29, 441, 632
Bergya, 670
BerV:a, 845
Bematius, 488
Bemyakos, 670
Bersabeh, 1025
Berut, 716
Berutawos, 817, 818
Besned4, iioo
Besoi, 1043, 1044
Besoy. 268, 530, 1113. 1271, 1272

Besoy (Peter), 590
Besoy, Abba, 123, 699. 852, 1083-87

Bes6y-N6b, 1015
Besra, 195
Bessarion, 1250, 1251

Besya (Bisa), Abba, 8

Bet Hapes, 1130
Bet 'lyasus, 924
Bet ^Ca^n, 117
Bet Kherum, 274, 496
Bethany, 720, 721
Bethel, 235
Beth Ephraim, 274
Beth Gabriel, 896
Bethlehem, 29, 55. I39» 4i9, 421. 444»

524, 926, 928, 1 163, 1238; children

of, slain by Herod, 433
Beth Pag^, 723
Bethsaida, 1062
Beth SarHpta, 87
Betnas, 367
BetsAs, 105
Beyahfi, 976, 977
Beyok, 1050
Beyus, 1050
Bible stolen by monk, 619

\
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Btf&. Abbd. 540
Bifamomon, 1167
Bifamon, 549, 958. 964. 965. 968, 972;
nephew of John of HarlLl^, 972

Bifantius, 1041
B!k4b6s, 1203, 1204
B!14mis, 889
Bilamon, 156, 157
B!mi, 1093-95
Bimakos, 1154, 1272
Birds, feeding of, 605
Birds, the three who taught Yar^d

to compose tunes, 876
Birth of Christ. 476
Bis4n, 1 1 14
Blsarion, Bisaryon, 1250-2
Bishara, 33
Bishops, the sixty, 367; one hundred
and fifty, 206, 227, 497, 571; the
two hundred, 44, 608, 628; the
six hundred and six, 22; the six
hundred and thirty, 20; the three
hundred and eighteen, 22, 55, 225,
361, 508, 640, 1229, 1247

Bisos, 932
Bistorius, 842, 843
Bistoweros, 843
Blsudura, 543, 544
Bitanun, 544
Bithynia, 517
Bitter water made sweet, 1251
Biz4n, monastery of, 245
Black man (Satan), 984
BUnd made to see, 866
Bhndness caused by Ughtning, 71
BUndness of Tobit, 57
Blood, baptism of, 834
Blood, drinking of, 131, 836
Blood kept hquid, 122
Blood flows from picture, 282
Blood used for baptism, 301
Blood and wine of Eucharist, 1226
Boar, wild, 383; king becomes a wild

boar, 74
Body of saint speaks, 972
Boha, 972
Bohe, Abba, 915
Bollkarbos, 657
Bond of redemption, 719
Book of the Chronicle of Days, 1258
Book of Expositions, 36, 256
Book of the Law, 638, 1258
Book of Life, 932, 1007, 1097, 11 19
Book of the Two Natures, 575
Book of Paul, 381
Boots, iron, for torture, 70
Borlos, 225
Bowings, excessive, 764

Bowings to the Virgin, the seven
hundred, 1090; the seven thousand
1244

Boy bishop and archbishop, 560
Boy drowned in a box, 988
Boys playing bishops and priests

860
Bread and the Body of Christ, 1226
Bread and salt, 107, 1149
Bread and wine of the New Law, 1278
Bread-crust as alms, 95
Bribe, 239
Buffalo milk, 18; the buffalo, 75
Buffalo and Macarius, 857
Bfll4 105. 125. 189-91, 537, 580. 595.

1087; bis stem asceticism, 190
Biila, a martyr, 647
Bfila, a monk, 482
Bfilamis, 888
Bull, the white (Adam), 557
Bull, worshipped at Antioch, 501
Bull of brciss, 810, 1237
Buna, 1 1 12
Bunabesi, 484
Biinitos, 716
Bfiniidyas, 437
Bur, 1245
Burial ahve, 167; head downwards.

807
Buries, i, 224, 390, 391
Busar, 1019
Bush of Moses, 425
Bfisir, 1000
Bfii, 783
Bybios, 23
Byzantium, 148, 747-9, 866, 1206

Caesar, 612
Caesarea, 23, 46, 126, 147, 272, 281,

360, 384, 464, 716, 918, 1021, 1 1 14,
1 194, 1 197

Caiaphas, 730
Cain, 458, 789
Cain and Abel, 439-41
Cainan, 121, 555, 778, 999
Cairo, 15, 177, 178, 326-30, 799 and

see under Mesr
Calanicus, 46
Calf, an idol, 57
Calf (Eve), 557
Camel and Minas, 248
Camel and the needle's eye, 1057
Camel speaks, 342, 428
Camels, the three, 427
Cana of GaUlee, 21, 488, 890
Canaan, 1261, 1268
Candace, 147
Canitus, Bishop, 243

Cannibalism, 131 , ^ ,,„,
Cannibals, city of the. 3. 679, "73
Canon of the Apostles, 45

Canon of the Law. 161

Canons, the tl^Y'^^g^*^ 596

Cappadocia, 46. 209. 281, 662. 803,

825, 901, 1145. 1146, "94
Captivity, the, 118, 632

Carinus, 490 ,0^0
Carolus of Denderah, 816. 81

7

Carpenter, 332
Carthage, 78
Cams, Emperor. 38
Cassia in the Cave of Treasures, 790

Caterpillar, 875, 1265

Caustus, 44, 304. 531. 1063. 1064.

Cave of Treasures, the. 441, 778. 7^9

Cephronia, 1049, 1050
Cerdianus, 1023 « , ^ , • u „
Chalcedon, 333. 34i. 628; 606 bishops

at, 22; Council of, 306. 629. 1237

Chalcedonia, 1091
Chaldeans. 118, 377. 632

ChaUce. the red-hot, 391

Chariot of the Spirit, 765
Chariots and horses of fire, 235, 1018

Chariots of Pharaoh. 1261

Charity, a martyr. 564; a virgin. ii»o

Cheese made by Jacob. 67
Chelcias. 99
Cheriton. 108
Chemb with seven wings, 736
Chembim. 221, 612. 864. 1059. lo56.

1267 ^ , ...
Children celebrate the Eucharist m

play. 560
Children of the Prophets. 392. 1062

Children. 18,000 slain by Herod. 445

Christ, picture of, 1167. 11 84; re-

ceives gold, 782; enters the sanc-

tuary, 602 ; visits Egypt, 923-6

Christ, the False, 463
Christ-Child in paten, 453
Christians, Roman, sold as slaves in

Alexandria, 823
Christina, 1217, 1218
Christodoulos, 994
Christopher of Maksiir, 843
Christopher, the dog-faced, 776-8
Christopher, a martyr. 569, 570
Christopher, St, 1202, 1203
Christopher, father of Procopius, 11 13

Church of 'Abiikir, 312. 586
Church of Besoy, 11 13
Church of Bifamon, 958
Church of Caesarea, 987, 989
Church of Christ at Akhmim, 437

Church of Cosmas and Damianus m
Alexandria, 308, 396. 1041

Church of Elijah, 164

Church of the 40 soldiers, 633

Church of Gabriel, 37°^^^
Church of St George at Lydda, 212;

at Alexandria, 265

Church of John the Baptist, 164, 312,

1 104
Church of St Julius, 193

Church of ^elmon, 245
Church of Laventius, 955
Church of Lydda, 216

Church of Macarius, 158

Church of Marina, 274
Church of St Mark. 225, 238, 471

Church of Mary. 164. 443- 977. "^7
Church of Mercurius. 284, 331. i"0
Church of Michael. 257
Church of Minas, 505
Church of Misael. 871

Church of Mu'allakah, 1107

Church of Peter and Paul, 153

Church of Rufael, 164

Church of Sergius and Bacchus, 262,

312. 925, 1103
Church of Sevems. 267
Church of Sumaya, 912

Church of Theodore, 265

Church of Thomas, 936
Church of the "Bath," 977. 97»

Church of the Three Children, 173

Church transported to Upper Egypt

in a night, 977
Church of the Girdle, 1106

Church, the Jacobite, 127

Churches of Lalibala, the ten, 990

Churches, the 900, 529; the 700, 330;

the 500, 330
CiUcia, 497. 574
Cinnamon, 267
Circumcision of Christ, 455, 45°
City of the " Bath." 978
City of the Blessed, 140

Claudian, Archbishop, 590. 596, 1079,

1099
Claudianus, a governor. 16

Claudius of Antioch. 130, 647
Claudius, Emperor, 596. 612, 615.

683, 808
Claudius, King of Ethiopia. 745
Claudius, nephew of Fasiladas. 38

Claudius, nephew of Numerianus,

983-6
Clement, Archbishop of Rome, 304-0.

1064
Clement of 'Endabergoy. 297
Clement, a martjrr, 557-9

11
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Cleopas, a martyr, 1099
Cleopatra, 380, 986
Cleophas, n8i
Climis, 982
Clisatemus, 805
Clitas, 927
Cloth (white), 427
Cloud of light carries saints, 173, 269,
^535. 536
Clysma. 4, 1127, 1263, 1264
Coelestinus, 1059-61
Coffer, inscribed, discovery of, 163
Cofl&n, gold, of Nebuchadnezzar II.

869
Cofl&n made of rhinoceros bones, 869
Cofl&n with painted portrait, 1143
Conception of Hannah, 371
Conception, spiritual, 1197
Concubines, 327
Conqueror, 1207
Constans, 114
Constantine the Great, 10, 17, 52, 55,

59. 65, 66, 81, 113, 197, 217, 225,'

237» 248, 351, 358, 388, 389, 396,
514. 535» 548. 555. 574, 580, 605,
050. 654, 655, 676. 684, 690, 747-50,
865, 866 867. 884, 932. 973, 983,
986, 1028, 1085, 1162, 1169, 1171,
1206. 1207, 1229, 1247, 1280, 1281;
baptism of, 193, 466; his vision of
the Cross, 222

Constantine the Less, 10, 125, 197
639. 725. 861

Constantine, son of Leo, 349
Constantine, one ofthe Seven Sleepers

1235
'

Constantine, a martyr, 188
Constantinia, 162, 164, 177, 197, 253,

289, 306-8, 359, 372, 387, 497,'

539. 545. 548, 572, 627, 693. 749.
782, 853. 865. 881, 899. 969. 1041.
1141. 1169, 1229, 1237, 1271

Constantinople, 24. 44, 53, 56, 604,
1058, 1 1 72; Council of, 163

Constantinus (Sayf 'Ar'ad), 178
Constantinus, Bishop of Cairo, 709
Contendings of the Apostles, 305
Conthius. 617
Copronius, 223
Coptos, 648, III I

Corinth, 187, 205, 675, iioi
Cornelius, Archbishop, 367
Cornelius, a governor, 373
ComeUus, the centurion, 272
Cornelius, a martyr, 212, 404
Cornelius, 42, 682
Cosmas, Archbishop, 233, 267, 666,

667, 730

Cosmas, 709
Cosmas, Abba, 1263
Cosmas, St, 838, 957, 958
Cosmas and Damianus, 87 ^70 ,

443, 1024 " ~^'

Cotolus, 1042, 1043
Cotylus, a martyr, 78
Cotylus, a physician, 928-30
Council of Alexandria, 10
Council of Antioch. 806
Council of Chalcedon, 306. 575. 009,

628, 629, 749, 1239
^'

Council of Constantinople, 206 407
^ 571, 573. 628. 725. 1 163

'
^^''

Council of Daset, 669
Council of Ephesus, 21, 44, 608, 1058

1138 '

Council of Nicea, 467, 508. 654, 1247
Council of Rome, 367
Council of 630 bishops, 20
Council, the General, 44
Council of the Jews, 730, 732
Council of 120 priests, 1040
Council of the Saints, 229
Country of the Blessed, 796
Covenant of Mercy, 635
Cranium, 884, 1278
Cretans, 901
Crete, 383, 388, 1070
Crocodiles, 878
Cross, the, 119, 339, 789, 1261; dis-

covery of the, 55, 56, 65, 115. 686.
867; dnves'back Arabs, 797, 831;
Festival of the, 59, 67, 74. 1211;
of gold, 1 1 14; the Honourable, 749,
1207; of light, 61, 224, 562, 884;
Sign of the, 164, 172, 199, 290, 330,
450. 651, 1203, 1210, 1282; of stars,

748; appears to Constantine, 222,
1206

Cross =Tree of Life, 74
Cross of wood bleeds, 12 15
Crosses, the three, 684
Crown of the Faith, 849
Crowns, the three, 337, 487, 1225;

the seven, 172; the forty, 691
Crucifixion, 157, 728
Crystal, 556
Cucumber plant, 89
Cummin, 1093, 1149
Cutenius, 682, 683
Cynarius, 478
Cyprian, a martyr, 124
Cyprianus, 76-8, 621, 1015
Cyprus, 27, 162, 165, 177, 188, 250,

393. 394. 562, 651, 675, 896. 897,
942, 997, IIOI

Cyrene, 901

Cyriacus, I57» 205-7
Cyriacus, a desert monk, 74

Cyriacus, a martyr, 114, 5^3. m^
Cyriacus and JuUtta, 492, 497-500.

504, I I 30-1 Q
Cyriacus and 440 martyrs, 1130

Cyriacus, of Nagran, 276

Cyril, Archbishop, 21, 45, 204, 212,

307, 614, 631, 1060, 1081, 1 138,

1214, 1239
Cyril 67th Archbishop of Alexandria,

994, 995; the 75th Archbishop,

702 ^ -

Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, 162, 206,

379. 571, 660 725, 884
Cyril, Bishop of Akhnas, 178

Cyril, a bishop, 1242

Cyril, Abba, 133, 937
Cyrus, 728; called Danus, 392
Cyrus, Abba, 1090-3
Cyrus, one of the Seventy-two, 945
Cythinus, 682, 683

pa, 982, 1000
Da'aia Maryii, 927
Dabamon, 981, 982
Dabra 'Abdin, 69
Dabra 'Aftonyas, 1034
Dabra 'Amoni, 452
Dabra 'Anabanya, 1033
Dabra 'Ash, 1075
Dabra 'Aswan, 334, 3^7
Dabra Badremos, 738, 1032

Dabra Bakalt, 335
Dabra Bankol, 365
Dabra Baramus, 738, 1032
Dabra Barmos, 513, 738
Dabra Barsabo, 69
Dabra Bataron, 598
Dabra Bauwayet, 591
Dabra Bizan, 194. 449
Dabra Dagl, 563
Dabra Damo, 155
Dabra Dekhukhan, 713
Dabra 'feldanii, 16

Dabra '£nsena, 122

Dabra Fiktor, 702
Dabra Gabla, 24
Dabra Horyon, 475
Dabra ^Calmon. 339, 37

1

Dabra Kananmo, 713
Dabra Karen, 460
Dabra Khadhib, 350
Dabra ICua'al. 1017
Dabra ICuelzem, 1263
Dabra Kuerasan, 805
Dabra Kueskuam, 453, 925. 978
Dabra Laggaso, 366

Dabra Llban6s, 673, 746, 859, 91 1*

916, 1 125, 1148. 1 152, 1 169. X200

Dabra Macarius, 123, 905
Dabra Mahew, 1033
Dabra Ma^ara, 420
Dabra Marmus, 478
Dabra Maryam, 105

Dabra Meshrak, 924
Dabra Metm&lf, 53i» 9i7. 923

Dabra Nation, 1035
Dabra Natrun, 146
Dabra Rom, 738
Dabra Mar SiLba, 349
Dabra Scete, 36, 123

Dabra Sege, 96
Dabra Sem'a, 703
Dabra Siljat, 332, 478, 697
Dabra Sina, 617, 833
Dabra Tabor, 912
Dabra Tabot Noha, 918
Dabra Tamut, 478
Dabra Telul, 1209
Dabra Tona, 452, 914. 1042

Dabra Tormalk, 1044
Dabra T^r. 5
Dabra Zayt, 523
Dabra Zegag. 354. 574-6. 630. 1033

Dacia, 390
Dadianus, 808, 809
Dafra, 856
Daguanius, 1101

Da^iluka, 379
Dailam, 168
Dakhnin, 1028
Dakreluba, 339
Dakseya, 714
Dalbat, 270
Dalila, 194 , ^
DamlLlis(Damalius), 263, 264,571.1103

Daman^^r, 1000, 1042
Damascus, 35, 112, 158, 208, 340.

349, 646, 680, 1037, 1062, 1068,

1225, 1226, 1273
Damatius, 155
Damayelnos, 653
Damianus, 87, 838, loii, 1034. 1240

Damianus and Cosmas, 270-2; the

church of, 396
Damiates, 1216
Damietta, 515. 1013, 1015, 1154
Damon, 1272
Damot, 124 1, 1243
Dan, 556, 753
Danaweses, 717
Dandara, 816
Daniel the prophet, 118, 345, 625,

726-30, 752. 864, 868, 879. 908,

926, 998, 1 135. 1284
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Daniel the Less, 415
Daniel the Second, 880
Daniel of 'A'aref, 940
Daniel, saviour of Susannah, loi
Daniel of Persia, 244, 245
Daniel, son of Isaac, 488
Daniel, Abba. 877, 1167
Daniel, disciple of Mar Jacob, 72
Daniel of 'Amed, who refused to see

his mother, 506, 507
Daniel, Abbot of Scete, 864-6, 105

1

Daniel of Scete, an arrogant monk,
252-5

Darnel of Scete, 234, 332-4
Daniels of Scete, 234, 390, 545
Dantii, 32
Dara, 835
Darama, Abba, 916
Darasa, 1079
Daraw, 54
Darben, 1070
Darius, 392
Darius, a martyr, 631
Darkness, 120; at Crucifixion, 632,

1283; at martyr's death, 41; for
three days and three nights, 25

Darsen, 780
Dariidi, Abba, 412
Daryanos, 641
Das, 28
Daset, 164, 496, 641, 667
Dasya, 10
Dasya, church of, falls, 11
Dasyat, 530
Dates, 786
David, King of Israel, 2, 13, 68, 116,

130, 139, 399-402, 423, 549, 636,
095. 696, 781, 894, 980, 993, 1025,
1097, 1098, 1210, 1223, 1255;
birthday of, 791 ; harp of, 396

David I, King of Ethiopia, 177, 454David II, King of Ethiopia. 19, 745
David, Archbishop of Antioch, 506
David, a priest, 702
David, a martyr, 1190
Day of Judgement, 870, 1076, 1186
Daydara, 1043
Deacons, the Seven, 517
Dead bodies speak, 869
Dead Sea, 121

2

Debkeya, 1272
Deborah of Dalbat, 270
Decius, Emperor, 63, 78, 108, 124,

203, 280, 281, 367, 489, 490, 568,
700, 777, 804, 1 143, 1201, 1221,
1223

Decius, a priest, 1143
Decius, a martyr, 782

Defri. 855
Degana, 52
D^gno, 900
D6gua Me'elsLa. 563
Dekesius, 395
Dekdys, 838
Delilah, 194
Delmadius, 652
Demadius, 1159
Dema^ia drinks blood, 291
Demas, 164, 1153
Demera, 888, 1013, "55
Demersat, 11 84
Demertayn, 889
Demetrius, Archbishop of Alexandria

141-4. 229, 338, 623, 688, 689, 700'
1201, 1253 ' '

Demetrius, Archbishop of Antioch
641

Demetrius, Bishop, 937
Demetrius, a governor, 42, 274
Demetrius, a martyr, 199-200
Demetrius, one of the Seven Sleepers,
488

Deminli, 11 84
Democratius, 669
Demonu. 555
Demow, 1157
Demyal, 1155
Denderah, 816, 891
Denfa, 982
Derbe, 1070
Deres^al, 621 '

Der'eyan, 170
Derlj:alas, 621
Dersebi, 32
Dertades, 73, 74, 102, 103
Desert, the Tanitic, 941
Desert of Salt, 939
Deses, 1016
Deweres, 1075
Deyas, 544
Deyoma, 270
Dha, city of, 877, 11 70
Diabolus, 46, 76, 290, 584
Diarbakr, 127
Didymus, 933-6
Didymus, a martyr, 10
Diganes, 552
Dilag!, 859
Dilay, 1128
Dimadis, 953
Dimasius, 32
Dimasyos, 32
Dimatheus, 904
Dimitrianus, 1059, 1060
Dimon, 390
Dimiinasia, 965, 966

Diocletian, 20, 33. 39. 40. 81, 97. lo^'

102, 131-3. 167. 183. 187, 211, 214.

216, 217. 237. 246. 258. 271. 296.

299. 301. 325. 313. 338. 344. 358.

369, 417. 437. 442. 480, 484. 4»5.

486, 519. 542. 550. 555. 557. 574.

C07, 612, 613. 627, 646, 647, 649.

670, 675. 678, 679. 704. 709. 716.

747, 807, 808, 809, 813. 835, 838,

839, 877, 907. 922, 927. 929. 930.

955. 964, 966. 971. 975. 984. 1022,

1028, 1049, 1 100, 1 106, 1 1 14. 1 127,

1134. 1136. 1140. "46. 1177. 1246

Diodora, 1272
Diogenes, 554-5. ^73
Diomedis, 488
Diontyras, 334
Dionymus, 145
Dionysias, 805
Dionysius, Archbishop of Alexandria,

10, 63, 167, 338. 367. ^99
Dionysius, Archbishop of Antiocn,

631
Dionysius, Archbishop of Rom, 167,

211
Dionysius, Bishop of 'Amed, 506

Dionysius, Bishop of Athens. 119. 817

Dionysius, Bishop of Corinth, 187

Dionysius of Tripolis, 716
Dionysius, one of the Seven Sleepers,

1235
Dionysius, the Chopped, 860

Dionysius and his head, 121

Dios, 662. 12 18

Dioscorides of Ephesus. 447
Dioscurus, Archbishop, 20 f., 161,

204, 306, 1 198
Dioscurus, a bishop, 937
Dioscurus, a judge, 338
Dioscurus of Akhmim. 429
Dioscurus, father of Eclogius, 518
Dioscurus, amartyr, 276, 431, 674, 675,

964
Dioscurus, Abba, 196
Dirayes, 838
Disciples, the Seventy-two, 393. I075

Disembowelhng, 18
Diskres, 476
Dismemberment, 84, 626
Diviners, the 3000 and their three

Kings, 422
Diyoganos, 554. 555
Dlyonas, 145
Diyonteres, 334
Dodyanos, 825-9
Dog-face, 3, 278
Domitian, Domitianus, 121, 809
Domo, 1244

Donkey, death of, 896
Donosor, 218
Doors of heaven, the three, 556
Dorotheus, 232, 233
Dorotheus, a rich man, 355
Dorotheus, friend of Severus, no,

630
Dove, iioi, 1117. "44» "^» ^^92;

doves, 920 «... ^
Dove, white, the Holy Spint, 310,

696, 781, 843: dove and ohve

branch, 567, 1236
Drugs for abortion, 337
Dfiamados, 488, 489
Diiameyosis, 489
Diilas, 125

1

Dumatheus, 508-13
Dunas, 887 ..

Dust, holy, 1 1 12; scattenng of, a

magical act, 26
Dust from shrine as mediane, 248,

935
Dwellers on sand, 1004
Dymateus, 738

Ears, the three of Besoy, 1086

Earthquake, 11, 36. 52, "9. 120, 122,

252, 260, 297. 322, 376, 447. 402,

712, 869, 1065
Easter, 230, 822
'Ebelo, 586, 587. 592-5. 915. 910

*£bel6y, 602
'£blag, 973
'£bl6, 159. 591. 797
'£bl6y, 191 f-

'Ebnodl, 20
'Ebsoy, 813, 965. 970-2 ^
EcUpse of sun lasting one hour, 133

Eclogus, 518-22
Edessa, 149, 228, 311, 420, 666, 866.

1032
Edfu, 887
Edict of Constantine, 983
Edict of Diocletian, 131, 132

'Edku, 442. 889
'£d6m, 787, 876, 1238
Edrona, 1128
*£f6mya, 72
Egypt, 2, 32, 39. 49. 54. 97. 108, 109,

118, 130. 131. 208. 223, 250, 257.

263, 267, 352. 396. 411. 436. 444.

469. 484. 531. 545. 627, 648, 668,

724, 727, 806, 855. 901. 935. 904.

985, 1008. 1026, 1090, 1127, 1140.

1163, 1205, 1206, 1261, 1287;

Christian, 923: ^^ed with monks.

26
Egypt. Upper, 39, 42. 45. 84. 122, 171

W
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Egypt, river of, 30, 1035
Egyptians. 26, 515, 1261
'Egzi'e, Abuna, 912
'figzi'e Kharaya, 1241
*£hnasa, 649
Eiteltas, 404
'Ekertes, 1274
El-Bejah, 891
El-Derk6, 159
'El-Maknun, 120
El-Neft. 518
El-Sidmalyos, 436 f.

El-Wah, 2
Elam, 901
Elantherius, 932
•filbat 'Artbon, 743
£lda, 789
Eldad, 792
Elders, the Twenty-four, 275
Eleazar, son of Aaron, 927; father of

Phinehas, 894
Eleazar, father of Jesus Sirak, 892
'£leni, 55, 56, 747-50
Elephantiasis, 856
'filerikos, 261
Eleutherus, 261, 262
EU, 116, 300, 979, 1255
Eliakim, 313
EUanus, 32, 114, 690, 1252
EUas, 163, 309, 310, 606, 1063, 1197,

1208, 1266
EUas, Bishop of Damascus, 1225
Elias, father of '£si, 344
EUas (Andrianus), 778
EUas, a monk, 819
EUas, a martyr, 688
EUas of Scete, 606
Elijah the prophet, 87, 235, 274. 495,

496, 894, 958, 1018; ascension of,

459-63; apparel of, 1081; chariot
of, 500

EUjah, a monk, 312
EUsabeth, 90, 346, 634, 735. 750,

1045. 1 157
EUsabeth of Herakleia, 963
EUsha the prophet, 176, 197, 424,

462, 463, 894, 1018, 1019; in
Alexandria, 958, 959

EUsha, Abba, 1169
EUsha, an Abbot, 231
Elkanah, 115, 116, 979
Elkolonitos, 350
Elpis, a martyr, 564-6
^Isarey, 87
Elyab, 332
'Elyanos, 32
Elymas, 1070
'£ly6n, 723

'py^d, 439
Elzabel, 460
Emerianus, 713
Emmanuel, 45, 423, 456
Emmaus, 587, 1065, 1181
'Emor the Hittite, 1254, 1259
'Emrais, 494
'Emraya, 155
'Enarte'at, 1243
'Endabergoy, 297
'Endon, 11 19
'Endoran, 1128
Endrias, 1099
'Endronos, 115
'Engalius, 1159
'Engelga, 944
'Enira, 515
Enoch. 9, 222, 309, 463, 555, 885.

894; quoted, 235
Enos, 121, 556
'£nsena, 16, 98, 213, 237, 437, 859.
_927, 974
Ensia, a martyr, 922
'£nsina, 84
'£nsna, 814, 965
Entaeus, 1225
'£ntaw6s, 1225
'£nteya, 16
Entia, a martyr, 261
'£nt6na, 121
Epact, the, 142, 229
Ephesians, 446, 895
Ephesus, 21, 63, 142, 449, 524, 538,

548, 608, 615, 629. 1058, 1233,
1234. 1237

Ephesus, Council of, 1081; Council
of 200 Bishops, 44; CouncU of
100 Bishops, 1 1 38

Ephraim the Syrian, 513, 11 16-18,
1261

Ephraim, Abba, 464
Ephraim the GaUlean, 1171
Ephraim, a martyr, 688
Ephraim. 425
Ephratah, 422, 1238
Epilepsy, 935
Epimachus, 207
Epiphanius of Cyprus, 162, 165, 188,

562. 896-900, 942, 996-8
Epiphanius of Mira, 356
Epiphanius, a martyr, 76
Epiphany, 477
Era, of Alexander, 163
Era of the Martyrs, 11, 179
'£rani, loi, 792
*£rmeyas, 32
*£rm6, 782
'£rtera, 30, 31
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Esau, 483, 1259. 1260

Esdras, 805
'£sdr6s, 1093
'Esey, 1042 0^0
'Eshmunayn, '£shmiinen, 98, 268,

328, 344. 350. 610, 638, 639. 724*

^925. 927
'£si. 344-8, 611, 850, 1 103
'£sia, 595
'Esmadreya, 12 14
'Esmun Zarays, 664. 665
'£smunatekha, 1203
'£smutenakha, 1203
'Esna, 'Esna, Esnah, Esneh, 325, 474,

491, 871, 1 128, 1 129
Esther, 404-6
£swan. 887
'£tfu. 887
Ethanim, 1027
Ethiopia, 2, 64, 117. I47. 186, 263,

292, 300, 379. 388. 433, 646, 667,

710, 762, 765. 806, 964, 995. 1034.

1062, 1165, 1198, 1241, 1287;

embassy to, 178; trouble concern-

ing a bishop, 800, 801 ; bishop of,

1 164
Ethiopians, 631; they invade Egypt,

710; WeU of the, 702
*fetrakes, 655
Eucharist, Melchisedek's, 1278; ad-

ministered by an angel, 579;
children play at celebration of,

560
Eucharistus, 664
Eucheius, 596, 662
Eudoxia, 186, 255, 881, 899, 1252,

1254
Eudoxia, sister of EUas, 1253
Eudoxia, a Samaritan woman, 671-3
Eudoxius, 60. 246
Eugaius, 1 1 13
Eugandarus. 705
Eugenia, 322, 324
Eugenius, one of the Seven Sleepers,

488
Eugenius of Giwer, 385
Eugenius, a martyr, 705
Eugenius, 350, 393
'Eugyanos, 149
Eukheius, 217
'Eukitos, 1 1 35
Eulacius, 147
'Eulana, 147
Eulasius, 212
Eulochius, 147
'Eulog, 615-17
'Eulogi, an executioner, 982
Eulogia bread. 1013

Eulogius, a monk, 253, 255
Eulogius and the Uons, 615-17
Eulogius, festival of, 978
Eulogius, a stonemason, 333, 865
Eulogius, 1 141
Eulophia, 623
Eumarii, iii
Eumenius, Archbishop. 135, 974
Eunabius, a martyr, 83. 84
'Eunas. 390
Eunomius, Archbishop, 135
Eunuch, 326, 361
Euphemia, mother of Eclogius, 518
Euphemia, mother of Isidore, 878,

908
Euphemia, a martyr. 877, 1124, 1125

Euphemia and Michael, 992-4
Euphemia, 72
Euphemianus. 148. 149
Euphrasius. Archbishop, 289
Euphrates, iii, 136, 3^3. 607
Eupraxia. 733-5. "84. 1185
Europe. 263
Eusanius, 86. 805
Eusaphius, 974. 1128
Eusebius of 'Amid, 654
Eusebius of Phrygia, 652
Eusebius. a priest, 852
Eusebius, a slave, 813
Eusebius, a martyr, 623. 682

Eusebius, 38, 647
Eusegnius, 396, 450, 451
Eusia, 188
Eusis, 370
'Eusoryays, 388
Eustathius, Archbishop, 654-6
Eustathius, Emperor, 108

Eustathius the hunter, 84, 92-4
Eustathius, 63, 64; birth of, 1139
'Euthyos, 388
Eutyches, the heretic, 313, 627, 1239
Eutychianus, 325
Eutychius, 1271
Evangelists, the Four, 1204
Eve, 439. 557
Ewlhis, 865
Excommunication, efEect of, 328
Exodus, 775
Exposition of John of Keft and of

Jacobites and Melchites, 256
Ezekiel, 221, 783, 894, 1166
Ezekiel, disciple of Bawla, 122

'Ezenhas, 968
Ezra, the scribe, 548
Ezra-beher, 1076, 1077

Fabian, 615
Face and temples sUt, 124

n
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Faith, the Orthodox, 160, 227
Faith, a martyr, 564
Faith, a virgin, 1180
Falak^inos, 12 14
Falaryas, 641
Faiawes, 1100
Falibun, 202
False Christ, 309, 728
Falskinos, 12 14
Famine, 145, 474, 506, 585, 808;

predicted, 872; three years, 312;
seven years, 831; very great, 473

Fan, 591
Fant, 523
Fanii'el. 761, 1156
Fanyas, 669
Faragun, 427
Faran, 926
Farina, 1087
Farma, 614, 714, 830, 888, 1088,

1 154, 1228, 1266
Famu, 617
Fars, 617, 1 189
Farshut, 28
Fas, 362
Fasiladas, 33, 313, 390, 746
Fasiladas, a martyr, 28
Fast, the Great, 824
Fast of 80 days, 363
Father of Christ, 1257
Fathers, the Twelve, 1268
Fayyos, 481
Fayyum, 158, 167, 213, 533, 544, 559,

563. 631, 674, 702, 1028, 1035
Feast of 100 years, 1097
Fefra. 373
Feg, 973
Fe^ur, 69
Fel^asius, 406
Felix, Archbishop, 211
Felos, a bishop, 14
Felte'em, 690
Fenabikos, 33
Fere IKediis, 769
Ferd Menatos (Minatos), 11 18, 1164,

1 165
Ferry at Esni, 42
Feyiim, 165
Field of Bulls, 846
Field of Tanis (Zoan), 49, 925
Fig tree, 6, 723
Figs. 786, 1 149
Filgat, 326
FiUas, 159
Fillet of Eustathius, 65
Filyas. a bishop, 159
Fingers shining Uke lamps, 11 12
Fin^anes, 1232

Finomls, 72
Fire from heaven, 403; rain of, 71-

fire of 40 days and 40 nights'
292

'

Fire temples, 170
Fire worship, 78, 208, 293
Fish, miracle of the, 561 ; dried in the

sun, 12 10; seizes a child, use- of
Tobit, 58

^

Fish-hooks, 201
Fish magic, 58
Five Cities, 39, 472
Flat foot, 366
Flavianus, Archbishop, 367
Flaying, 103, 189, 815, 975, nyg;

of Thomas, 934
Fleece, 385
Flood, the, 319, 457, 846, 1076
Flower, the = Christ, loi
Flute of Agripada, 550
Foka, 90
Food of the monks, 254
Foot-disease, iii
Forty Days' Fast, 142
Fountain of the Sun, 978, 1015
Four Beasts, 221, 445
Four Gospels read over the dead,

581
Fourteen rods, the, 498
Franks, 515
Fratus, 37
Friend of God, 1241
Friends of the Jews, 669
Frumentius, 11 18, 1164, 1165
Friimya, 34
Frying pan, 40
Fulgosus, Archbishop, 410
Fustat, 799

Ga'argi, Abba, of Scete, 50, 215, 430,

475. 644, 903-5. 995
Gaba'el, 57, 58
Gabata, 763
Gabla, 23
Gabota, 76
Gabra Andreas, 769
Gabra 'lyasus, 760, 1138
Gabra Kher, 910
Gabra Krestos, Archbishop, 378, 379
Gabra Krestos, 153-5
Gabra Krestos, 112, 974, 994, 1002,

1046
Gabra Ma'awi, 642
Gabra Madkhan, 1050
Gabra Manfas ^edus, 755-72
Gabra Manfas ^ediis Rabbiinl, the

Uon tamer, 673
Gabra Maryam, 230

Gabra Maskal, 995. 99^
Gabra Maskal. Abba, 366

Gabra Mas^ial, King of Ethiopia, 308,

896
Gabra Nazrawi, 137, 563
Gabrem4, 297
Gabriel, Archangel, 29, 37, 44, 64, 90,

297. 317. 370. 392, 394. 625, 635,

750. 752. 755. 761. 765. 772, 813,

909, 965, 971. 998. 1009, 1035, 1037,

1090. 1196, 1209, 1245. 1276;

portrait of. 694
Gabriel, Archbishop, 86, 453, 642,

643, 779; 70th Archbishop of

Alexandria, 789-801; the 78th

Archbishop, 1106-10
Gabriel, Abba, 67
Gabriel, father of Julian, 922
Gabriel. Bishop of Damascus, 112

Gabriel, Bishop of Damietta, 516
Gabriel, Bishop of Ethiopia, 646
Gabriel of ^^artamen, 403
Gadel. 159
Gadla Hawaryat, 652
Gad6n.'i35
Gag, 838; of iron, 325; gags, 131

Gagra, island of, 20, 22, 23, 196, 1198,

1239
Gagra, a martyr, 28
Gagyos, 271
Gahanam. Gahannam, 14, 282, 572,

584. 671. 678, 761, 773, 826
Gaigyos. 973
Galalya. 339
Galanicus. 46
Galatia, 677, 1070
Galatians. 557
Galila. 9
Gahleans. 809
GaUlee. 9. 21, 57, 488, 659, 750, 890
GaUnicus, 390
Gall of fish, 58
Galyon, 1209, 12 10
GamaUel. 52
Gamel, 1204
Gamnudi. 81, 83, 214. 312, 923, 1087,

1088, 1 106. 1 147, 1 158, 1228
Gamos, Abba, 844
Gamso. 844
Ganikalawos. 558
Garden of Delight, 9, 415, 569, 648,

762, 1 179, 1222, 1258
Garden of fedom, 788. 789, 876
Garden of Gamaliel, 82
Garden of Joy. 1286
Garden, the. i.e. Paradise, 459. 463
Garden seized by Eudoxia, 881
Gargius. 973

BESIV

Gartma, Abba, 713, 1009, loio

Garment, St Anthony's, 580
Garses, 245
Garsimos, 1262
Garsomes, 1262
Gasbin, 616
Gawer, 311, 385
Gawrah, 314
Gayra, 1240
Gayyos, 276
Gaza, 187. 310, 651, 652, 708, 754
Gazu, 147
Geda, 1245
Gegar, 1224
Gehazi, 1019
Gehenna. 14, 138, 142
Gehmun, 981
Gekala, 755
Gelasius and the stolen book, 618-21

Gelyos, 293
Gemwa Tuw, 855
General Council. 78, 167
Gentiles. 45. 87. 778, 818, 945, 1020,

1037. 1057, 1065.' 1 108

George, St, 212, 213, 825-9, 917. 1226;

his body translated to Lydda, 1224;

picture of, 217
George, King of Noba, 233, 234
George, Archbishop, 506
George the Arian, 861
George of Haresit, 939
George, a martyr, 449
George, a monk, 476
George, a priest, 1083
George, the "new St George," iii,

708, 1013, 1014
Gera, 1026
Geran, Abba, 1047, 1048
Gerara, 1253
Gerarya, 1245
Gergewos, 104, 105
Gergyos the Arian, 861
Gerlawos, 700
Gerlos, 539, 930
Germa 'Asfare. 454
Germanos. 1040
Germanus, Archbishop, 367
Germanus, a monk, 671-3
Gethsemane, 55, 526
Geyaze, 1019
Gharbiyah, 50
Gibeon, 1026, 1028, 1036
Gida, II 25
Gideon and the fleece, 385-7
Gideon, Abba, of Aksum, 875
Gihon, 1025, 1026
Gilead, 632, 1018, 1238
Girdle, Church of the, 1106

83
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Girdle of hide, 1278
Girdle of John, 1081
Girdle of Paul, 588
Gize, Abba, 425
Glassmakers, 268
Gnat and Macarius, 856
Goat-herd, 39
God, Nature of, described, 832
Gods and goddesses, the fifty, 414
Gold in the Cave of Treasures, 790
Gold of the Magi, 423
Golden Gospel, 523, 1 122-4
Golden Mouth, 162
Golgotha. 55, 59, 360, 456, 636, 637,

778, 788, 884, 940, 1257
Golgotha cleared out by Helena,

684
GoUath, 139, 400
Golyad, 400
Golyan, 1102
Gona, 72
Gordianus, Emperor, 804
Gorion, 431, 961
Gotolya, 1019
Grand Cairo, 98
Grann, 745, 746
Grass, monks Uve on, 188, 1161
Grave of Christ discovered, 55, 56
Grave clothes, a means of healing,

1112
Great Mesr, 98
Greek, 845
Greeks, 195, 304, 517, 539, 589, 614,

715, 898, 1070, 1164, 1 172, 1273
Gregory, Archbishop of Armenia, 73,

103, 105, III, 382-4, 496
Gregory, Bishop of Dasyat, 169, 530
Gregory, Bishop of Edessa, 666
Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, 289
Gregory, a martyr, 467, 513, 713
Gregory, a monk, 84-6
Gregory Thaumaturge, 84, 266, 267
Gregory, Theologus, 569
Guards, five cubits high, 346
Guba, Abba, 944
Guedat (?), 483
Guegueben, 517
Guendefor, 134
Guespar, 780, 781
Guest house, 23
Gufar, 780
Guide of the Year, 170
Gwonaguena, 1245

Habakkuk, n8, 119, 207, 730, 818,

879, 926
Hagar, 343, 1254, 1258
Haggai, 392

Hagia Sophia, 148, 749
Hair comb of Thecla, 94
Hair of Dioscurus, 22
Hair sack, 3, 181, 263
Hsiir shirt, 23
Hair, women's, cursed, 445
Hair, whitened by pain, 513
Hakam, Khalifah, 239
Hakem, 287
Hakim, 328
Halab, 1071
Hali, 59
Halib, 776
Hall of Zion, 921
Ham, son of Noah, 458, 459
Hama, 405, 406
Haman, 405, 406
Hamir, 275, 276
liananya, 326, 495, 1069
Handak, 11 80
Hands, arms and toes cut ofE, 294
Hanna, Hannah, mother of B.V.M.,

*

28, 36, 37. 46, 230, 315, 371, 634,
792, 848, 1 138, 1 180, 1 196

Hanni, Hannah, mother of Samuel,

300, 979
Hanna, mother of John (Isaac), 862
Hannah, the prophetess, 115, 604
Hannah, mother of Cyriacus, 114
Hannah, a martyr, loi
Hannah, a saint, 59
Hanulius, 670
Hanulyos, 670
Haraganus, 964
Harakli, 963
Harasit, 939
Harik, 189, 256
Harin, 819, 820
Hariten, 108
Har^li, 843
Harlot and Archbishop, 655
Harlot and Thaddeus, 1055
Harmelus, 156
Harmoktis, 157
Hameus, 548
Haron Rashid, 630
Harp of David, 396, 1098
Harran, 434, 1256
Harun ar-Rashid, 630
Harwag, 974, 1128
Hasimo, 709
Hasina, a martyr, 124
Hawk and crown, 567
Hay^, 1244, 1245
Haykol, wife of Noah, 457
Hazlo, 767
Head cries out, 132, 871
Head of Days, 556
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Headcloth of Pawli, 581

Headcloths of the Three Children,

1081
Heart, eating of the, 244
Heaven, three doors of, 556
yebayeb, 1204
Hebrew maiden singing, 72
Hebrew, prayer in, 114
Hebrews, 30, 31, 401, 1264
HeirocUs, Archbishop, 337
Helena, Empress, 55, 56, 59, 65, 115,

684, 685, 747, 750, 866, 867, 932
Heliopolis, 924, 978, 1018

Helkiah, 99
Hell, a vision of, 25, 1053
Hellanicus, Bishop, 441, 442
Hellanicus, Abba, 117
Helyas, 708
^ienbaz, instrument of torture, 965,
* 971
Hendake, 147
Henefores, 320
Henok, 556, 663
Hentoki, 911
Hepes, 628
Hephaestus, 166
Hephes, 628
Heracletus, 122
HeracUus, Emperor, 469, 470, 471,

685, 686
Herakleia, 963
Hereb, 386
Heretics, the Three Hundred, 609
Herma, 682
Hermanns, 984, 1140
Hermaz, 207
Hermes, 157
Hermes, a priest, 140
Herminius, a governor, 664, 977
Herminius, 838-40, 11 77
Herminius, father of Victor, 39
Herminius, a martyr, 978
Herminius, a soldier, 975
Hermolaus, 122
Hermolius, 157
Herod, 9. 29, 132, 407, 421, 422,

433. 443-5. 658, 659, 811, 812, 890,

891, 917, 923, 925, 928, 978. 1046,

1224
Herod, husband of Jezebel, 461
Heroda, 916, 930
Herodias, 9, 658
Herwag, 385
Hewan (Eve), 788
Hezekiah, 19, 44, 653, 726, 894, mo,

1 1 89, 1 190
Hezekiah of Dabra Libanos, 745
Hezekiah, Abba, 885

Hidden God, the, 120, 121

Hide, saint tied up in, 1016
Hide as apparel, 1278
Hilaria, daughter of Zeno, 491, 522,

560, 1095
Hilaria, a martyr, 1155, 11 56
Hilarion, 897, 898, 961; monastery

of, 996
Hilarion {i.e. Hilana), 528
Hilarius, 187
Hilkiah, 854
Hippolytus, Archbishop, 591. 59^
Hisham, 709
Hiza^u, 1232
Hizawi, 1232
Holophemes, 36
Holy Ghost, denial of, 1086; descent

of, 903; discussion on, 572, 573
Honey, 425, 1093, 121

8

Honorius, 23, 61, 62, 66, 207, 243, 248,

253-5. 295. 384* 646, 733. 882, 885,

1059, 1275
Hope, virgin and martjrr, 564, 1180

Hor, Abba, 125, 313, 3^4. 892, 916.

1043, 1271
Hor of Seryas, iiii
^orasafon, 373
Hormizd, 207, 814
Horse, black, 288, 917; red, 91 7 J

white, 552
Horse speaks, 11 19
Horse's tail, martyrs dragged at, 326
Horses of fire, 462
Hosanna, Hosannas, 433, 722, 723,

857 ; Festival of, 645
Hosea, Hose' a, 425, 653
Host, reservation of, 1051; used in

working magic, 1005
House of Jesus, 924
Hur, 1082
Huras, 195
Hyaena, 169; and her cub, 337
Hyaenas, 768 ; friends of Matthew, 335
Hydra, Abba, 367
Hymn book compiled by Yared, 875,

876

Iconium, 1070
Idols, the Seventy, 1071 ; the Ninety-

seven, 567 ; made in Nineveh, 837

;

swallowed up, 503, 836
Ignatius of Antioch, 408-10
Ignatius of Rome, 1082
Illyricus, 261
llul, 256
Image speaks, 246, 1268
Image of gold of Nebuchadnezzar,

868

83-2
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tmdhus, 587
Imakhus, 1065
Incamation of Christ, 635, 1208
Incense, 66; of the wise men, 423;

the seven constituents of, 1093
Incest, 1005
India, 61. 72, 134, 135, 911. 933. 935.

1047
Indians, bishop of the, 62
Indigo apparel, 267
Infanticide, 836
Inner Desert, 534, 577, 592
Innocent of Rome, 23, 225, 882,

1059
lonias, 83
Iphrasius, 157
I iphany, 479
'Ira'i. 39, 96-9
'Irakos, 488
Irenaeus, Bishop of Sorem, 1062, 1063
Irene, daughter of Marcianus, 567-9
Irene, 96-9, 1235-7
Irene, a martyr, loi, 207, 782
Iron worn by monks, 54
Isaac, son of Abraham, 434, 874, 1253,

1257, 1258, 1259
Isaac, a King, 202
Isaac, Archbishop of Alexandria, 224,

225
Isaac, a Samaritan, 60
Isaac, a bishop, 85
Isaac the Archimandrite, 106
Isaac, Abba, 782; monastery of, 871,

872
Isaac, an anchorite, 49
Isaac, a soUtary of 'EsnS., 1129
Isaac, disciple of Apollo, 797
Isaac of Dabra Macarius, 905-7
Isaac (Garima), 1009
Isaac of Gaza, 1075
Isaac of Harin, 819, 820
Isaac, brother of Galyon, 12 10
Isaac, a gardener, 1155
Isaac, a martyr, 72, 497, 855, 856,

964, 973
Isaac, a monk, 393, 944
Isaiah, the prophet, 2, 44, 45, 147,

221, 423. 445, 603, 726, 902, 1282
Isaiah of Scete, 1106
Isaiah, Father, 157, 159
Isaiah, the Egjrptian, 311
Isakos, 884
Isawiros, 497
Ishmael, 118, 1254
Isidore and his company, 830, 1128,

1261
Isidore, a bishop, 582, 587
Isidore, Abba, 268, 589, 1004

Isidore of Antioch, 907-9
Isidore of Farma, 613
Isidore of Scete, 146, 1030
Isidore, son of Sophia, 878
Isidore, a martyr, 212, 322, 714, 796,

858, 1013, 1093
Iskander, Archbishop, 187, 188
Iskander of Cappadocia, 662
Iskander of Rome, 663
Iskander, governor of J^wa, 82, 83
Iskandrianus, 257
Islam, 404
Islands, the, 425
Israel, 118, 392, 451, 495, 531, 868,

892, 1062, 1238, 1260, 1282; returns

to Jerusalem, 730; chariots of, 462;
prophets of, 1062

Israelites, 58, 257
Issachar, 176
'lya'erfi, 404
'lyaliita, 1194
lyalya, 11 88
'lyarik6, 68
'lyasenyii, 309
'lyasu, 632, 805
*lyasus, 425
'lyasus Mo'a, 293, 1244, 1245
'lyasus-Buriik, 1004
'lyob Kher, 133
'lyope, 1065
'lyosedek, 632
'lyosya, 1061

'lyuel Yoak,'i238

Jacob the Patriarch, 198, 421, 483,

722, 892, 894, 983. 1037. 1255, 1259,

1260, 1261, 1268; ladder of, 235;

Jacob-Israel, 957, 1260

Jacob, Archbishop of Alexandria, 630,

631
Jacob, Bishop of Cairo, 1279, 1281

Jacob, Abuna, 1253
Jacob, Abba, 182, 1041

Jacob, Abba of Scete, no
Jacob, Mar, the Egyptian, 67-72

Jacob, father of Joseph the carpenter,

1 163
Jacob of Nisibis, 513, 514, 1116

Jacob, son of Simon, 451
Jacob Shara^awi, 922, 968-70

Jacob, restorer of monasteries, 628

Jacob, travels on a wave, 68

Jacob, a martyr, 426
Jacob, a monk, 584-6
Jacobites, 45, 250, 256, 395^ ^^i,

1041; first church of, in Egypt,

807
Jair, 404

James the Apostle, 115, 810-12, 849,

1207
James, brother of Chnst, 195. I099.

1225-7
James, the "chopped." 293-6, 311;

his body translated, 754
James, son of Alphaeus, 611

James of Manug, 1227, 1228

James of Wasim, 380-2

James, a Persian bishop, 207

James, the Persian, 312

James, the Pure, 1233
James, a monk, 20
James, a martyr, 322
James, a saint, 769
James, 1127
Japhet, 198, 458
Jared, 555. 778, 885
Jason, 850-2
Jawbone of an ass, 618, 754
Jehoiada, 1025
Jehoiakim, 726, 854, 868

Jehoshaphat, 495, 1238
Jeremiah the prophet, 404-6, 424,

804, 854. 894. 1063, 1242; destroys

Uons etc. by prayer, 531
Jeremiah, a martyr, 32
Jericho, 231, 940, 1018, 1035, 1036,

1044, 121

1

Jeroboam, 179
Jeroham, 115
Jerusalem, 35, 52. 53, 55, 57- 58, 59.

61, 64, 72, 76, 96, 98. 118, 138, 140,

142, 153, 159, 177, 191. 206, 209,

210, 223, 229, 289, 295, 311, 315.

360, 392, 421, 422, 426, 433, 463,

587, 603, 611, 631, 632, 655, 659,

663. 684, 687. 722, 752, 772, 784,

809, 814, 844, 845, 846, 866, 867,

872, 875, 884, 892, 901, 926, 940.

964, 999, 1043, 1065, 1068, 1069,

1077, 1085, 1 107, 1 109, mo, nil,
1113, 1122, 1125, 1168, 1181, 1189,

1199, 1211, 1238, 1244, 1245, 1265,

1273; besieged by Sennacherib, 19;

captured by Nebuchadnezzar II,

726; rebuilt, 778
Jerusalem, the heavenly, 1222, 1277
Jesse, 45, 139, 399, 980
Jester, 66
Jesus, 455
Jesus Sirak, 892-4
Jewess, 14
Jewish Faith, 37
Jews, 19, 25. 30, 59, 148, 180, 195,

205, 209, 292, 298, 396, 405, 434,

455. 471. 526, 539. 589. 603. 611,

669, 715, 778. 808, 809. 818. 853,

874, 890, 892, 896, 901. 912, 945.

958, 1037, 1057, 1070, 1099, 1 145.

1180, 1181, 1226, 1260, 1266, 1267,

1268; conversion of, 12 14-16; beat

Basil to death, 688; Jews in

Cyprus, 394; in Nagran, 290
Jezebel, 309, 460
Joab, 1026
Joachim, 37, 46, 100, 230, 315, 791.

848, 1 196
Joachim, husband of Susannah, 99
Joachim, son of Lazarus, 792
Joas, 385
Joash, King, 1282

Joash (Nahum), 322
Job, 2, 849. 1283
Job of Mesr (Cairo), 1279
Joel, 179, 180, 424, 901, 1 195
John the Baptist, 9, 29, 9°, 103, 132.

163, 197, 479, 512, 634, 695, 805,

808, 943, 1045, 1046, 1 104, 1242,

1266, 1272; head of, 610; his head
in Arabia, 10; his body in Alex-

andria, 658-60; monastery of, 717
John the EvangeUst, 90, 221, 236, 352.

408, 445, 44^-9. 517, 524. 696, 809,

880, 895, 1020, 1065, 1207, 1209.

1222; translation of his body, loi;

church in Alexandria, 1166, 1282;

in Cairo, 312; in Scete, 82

John of the Mouth of Gold (Chry-

sostom), 26, 27, 162, 165, 186, 411.

640, 641, 656, 660, 879-83, 899.

942, 1040; translation of his body,

255, 256
John, Archbishop of Alexandria, 224,

250, 251, 312, 480
John, 29th Archbishop of Alexandna,

853; 30th Archbishop, 9371 48th
Archbishop, 505, 1263; 80th Arch-
bishop, 1286

John, Archbishop of Constantinople,

1275
John, Archbishop of Jerusalem, 287,

914
John, Abbot of Dabra Llbanos, 746,

1201
John, Abbot of Scete, 50, 342, 430,

431, 475, 530, 544. 904. loii;

church and monastery of, 644, 670
John, Bishop of Buries (Berules), i,

390, 391, 661

John, Bishop of Gaza, 802

John, Bishop of Jerusalem, 778, 899,
996-8

John, Bishop of Ijieft, 256
John, Bishop of Lu^os, 298
John, Bishop of Persia, 207

M
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John of *Akp&hsi, 863
John of 'Arakli, 963
John of Asyut (125 years old), 268-70
John of !^zan, 245
John of Cairo, 1279
John of Dabra Sege, 96
John of Dailam, 168-70
John of Damascus, 348-50
John of the FayyAm, 158
John of Gamniidi, 1228
John of HarVli, 843
John (Isaac), 802, 803
John of Konya, 27
John of Likos, 431
John of Nineveh, 837
John of Sermolas, 1 104-6
John Abukalamsis, 309, 760
John, brother of Mercurius, 219-21
John the confessor, 369, 370
John the disciple, 636
John, disciple of Barsoma, 1286
John, disciple of Macarius, 744
John the eunuch, 112
John, father of 'Atom, 1087
John, father of Simon of Antioch, 943
John, father of Theodore, 11 33
John, friend of Joseph, 560
John, friend of Bikabos, 1203
John, friend of Simon Shalusi, 121 1-

John of the Golden Gospel, 523,
I I22-4

John of the incense, 628
John Kama, 411-13. 859, 995, 1125
John, King of Abyssinia, i, 202, 670
John the lawyer, 644
John the Less, 587
John Mahaii, 703
John, martyr of Antioch, 597
John, a martyr, 166, 209, 218, 326,

1000, 1061

John the metal worker, 697
John the monk, 862, 1251
John, a baptized Muslim, 288
John the priest, 137, 222, 491
John, a priest of Lydda, 318
John, revealer of mysteries, 508
John, a Roman noble, 492
John, one of the Seven Sleepers, 1235
John the Short, 171-6, 412, 699, 869,

1084, 1183, 1281; his body un-
wrapped, 1264 ; his body translated,

1263-5
John, a soldier, 1193
John, son of 'Absadi, 1108
John, son of Ahaz, 1019
John, son of Andronicus, 1167
John, son of 'Askenafer, 716

John, son of Zebedee, 105, 162
John the scribe, 719
John Stylites, 943
Jonah, 59, 87-9, 461, 1 124
Joppa, 273, 1065
Joram, 1019, 1238
Jordan, 462. 477. 479, 483, 569. 717,

785» 795. 1018, 1035, 1046, 1081,
1209; divided, 462

Josa, 212, 1 163
Josab, 187
Joseph, 118, 277. 434. 894, 957, 983,

1 198, 1260
Joseph, Archbishop, 183-6
Joseph of 'Akmim, 970
Joseph of Aramathea, 1 145, 1 180, 1 181
Joseph (Barnabas), 393
Joseph the bishop, 713
Joseph of Cairo, 1279
Joseph the carpenter, 29, 316, 419,

444. 455. 602, 883, 890, 913, 978,
1004, 1032, 1125, 1126, 1162, 1163;
his family four sons and three
daughters, 1163

Joseph, a disciple of Mehus, 805
Joseph, father of Antipas, 212, 809
Joseph, light of the world, 909
Joseph, lover of the poor, 546
Joseph, a martyr, 964, loii
Joseph, renewed in belly, 690
Joseph of §ana, 277
Joseph, son, of Mahawe, 559-61
Josephus, 120, 121
Joshua, 16, 31, 231, 425, 894, 1035-7
Joshua, friend of Zerubbabel, 632
Joshua, a martyr, 805
Josiah, 854, 1061
Jotham, 19, 653
Jovianus, 126
Judah, 29, 117, 140, 313, 720; land of,

1145, 1199, 1238, 1261, 1273, 1282;

tribe of, 399, 1 1 1

1

Judas Iscariot, 567, 632, 679-81, 854
Jude, 1082
Judea, 59, 421, 444, 879, 901
Judgement, the Great, 95, 826, 11 58;

described, 414
Judith, 36
JuUa, a martyr, 972, 1196
JuUan the Apostate, 18, 66, 84, 114,

125, 228, 281, 282, 450, 531, 782,

861, 922, 958, 960, 961, 968, 1059,

1 191; slain by Mercurius, 126
JuUan, Archbishop, 141-4
JuUan of Antioch, 214
JuUan of Egypt, 648
Julian, a martyr, 488
JuUan (LuUanus), 1253

INDEX I313

JuUana, 90. 338. 417, 563
JuUanus, an apostle, 921

JuUanus, Archbishop, 681, 688-9

JuUanus, a martyr, 197, 922

Julitta, 497-500, 507. 1130, 1 138

JuUus, 878, 897
Julius, Archbishop, 113

JuUus, friend of Ammon, 11 13

JuUus, friend of '6rt, 1201

JuUus, a governor, 622, 664, 1094,

1095, 1148, 1218

JuUus, governor of Cyprus, 675
JuUus, a martyr, 80-3, 964
Juniper tree, 1093
Jupiter, 263
Justa, 1 194
Justina, 96-8, 124, 245
Justinian, Justinianus, 627, 629, 630,

1040
Justinus, Emperor, 259, 292
Justinus of the mountain, 1230

Justus, Archbishop of Alexandria,

135.136.994 ^^,
Justus, Archbishop of Rom, 211

Justus of 'Ain Dahay, 1102

Justus of Antioch, 647
Justus, father of 'AboU, 91, 11 77-81

Justus, a general, 1158
Justus, a governor, 141

Justus, a martyr, 87, 212, 1125,

1127
Justus, nephew of Fasiladas, 38
Justus, son of Joseph, 1163

Justus, son of Numerianus, 550, 612

Justus, St, 63, 481

Ka'ab, 290
Kabd, 755, 765
ICades, 57
Kadih 'Asw&n, 406
i^aheira (Cairo), 330
;^ainan, 1277
Kal, Abba, 1042
Kaladyana, 1079
Kalanl, 1237 *

Kalanika, 1237
Kalanteya, 892
Kalawdewos, 612
Kaldeyanos, 16
Kaleb, 117, 118, 289, 292, 293
Kaleb, a King, 912-14
Kalemos, 144
I^alen, 975
KaUl, 312
JKalmon, 360; church of, 242
Kalmona, 1102
Kalnas, Abba, 587
J^altew, 276

KalAz, Abba, 523
Kalyos, 1050
Kamil, 515
^amos, church of St Mark in Alex-

andria, 312
Kantara, 933
Kanti, 617
Kanun, the second, 477
i^aonseta, 1206
Kaphes, 628
Karan, 1256
Karaziin. 1 157-9
Karbu, 159
Karen (Cherith?), 460
ICaria, 1035
Kanli, 349
Karisa, 970
Karnos, 490
Karos, 11 50
:Kartamen, 402
Kartas, 355, 927
partes, 1000
karyon, 438, 961
;Kasbar, 250
IKasr, Mount, 375
ICaiinos, 892
IKaw, 22. 195, 555. 97©
Kawakebit, 11 16
ICawat, Kawat, 137, 563
Kawesios, 44, 531
Kayl (Cain), 789
Kayna, 202
Kazi, 385
Iji:edus 'Amlak, 256
kefala, 1103
Kefaz, 109

1

Kefla Maryam, 642
Kefrenga, 223
Kefses, 628
Keft, 256. 648, II II

Kekhara, 799
Keman, 531
Kenas, 935
^enkelawos, 1093
Kerdyanos. 1023
Kerion, 431
Kerlos. 960
l^ertagena, 78
Kesra (Khusrau), 469
Ketur 1014
Key, miracle of the, 989
Keys of heaven, 1197
Keys of Chrysostom, 880
Khadhib, 350
Khadleya, 1061
Khadra, Khadrd, Abb^, 334, 367
KhaUfah, 287
Kharayon, 11 18

I
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Kharman, 1128
Khatolya, 1238
Khelyan, 1102, H03
Kherman, 859
Khermanos, 480, 648, 838
Khirut, 289
Khusrau, 469
Khuzistan, 271, 484-6, 984
]^d6s, 92
Kikos. 888
Kilkeya, 288, 289
Kinaria, Abba, 478
Kings, the Seventy, 828
Kiras. 557, 558
Kiri, 251
^kos. 75
Kiriibaweyanii, 986
Klros, 964, 1090, 1093, 1095-9
Kirubel, 222
Kiryalayson, 106, 330
Kisaros, 1067
Kish, 399, 979
Kissing the eyeUds, 1247
Kofil used by Paul, 1068
Kolobos, 171
Kolsum, 4
Komol, Komel, tree, 39, 595, 925
Ij:6na, 652, 1043
Konia, 1154
Konifanyos. 883
l^onseto, 866
^ontaria, 934
l^onya, 27
Korah, 776
Korekueras, 851
Koris, 813
Koros, 318. 728. 945
Kotolos, 78
^anyo, 1278
Krestos ^^0 a, 63
Kuela, 1070
l^uelkueUanos, 159, 160
l^uelzem, 4, 178
l^uenesta, 1280, 1281
^uenseta, Kuensta, 114, 747
Kuerasit, 840
:i^uerh, 650
Kuerja, 891
Kues, 106

1

l^ues^uam, 211, 212, 453
Kuetem, 682, 683
l^uez, 38, 271, 484, 485, 486, 984
^uezna, 349
I<[um<ita, 653
^udnasel, 300
^uoril, 427-9
¥us, 37, 652
l^westos, 861
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Laban, 483
Labandicorus, 212
Labiba, 63
Ladder, Jacob's, 235, 1260
Ladder of prayer, 231, 317
Ladder and serpent, 484
Ladimadyos, 1159-62
Laggaso, 366
Lake of Fire, 485
Lake of Gawer, 311
Lake of Natrun, 146
Lake, swallowed up, 267
La^uela^ue, 631
Lallbala, 995, 996
Lamb=Christ, 936
Lamb, white, 1226
Lamech, 722
Lameh, 663
Lamp in the Cave of Treasures, 791
Lamp = Christ, 425
Lamp of the Darkness, 564
Lamp of the Desert, 735
Lamp of the World, 84
Lamp of Antioch, 138
Lamps Ughted by a miracle, 174, 870
Lamps from fingers, 300
Lamps, the two, 309
Landun, 1278
Language of beasts and birds, 811
Lans, 803
Laodicea, 1066
Laos, 187
Lasius, 271
Latayn, 86
Latin, 845
Latsun, Abbi, 1004-7
Laurentius, 1221
Laurestus, 245
Lavendius, 435, 436, 484, 485, 486
Lavendius, King, 508
Laventius, 955-7
Law of Moses,25, 99, 1199
Law of the Apostles, 45
Law of the Right Faith, 1 1

1

Lawa Krestos, 1137
Lawgivers, 1204
Lazarus, 108, 514, 711, 768, 1209;

raising of, 720; translation of his

body, 177
Lazarus, the beggar, 1039
Lazarus, Bishop of Cyprus, 738
Lazarus, a martyr, 359
Lazarus, son of Eldad, 792
Lazarus, son of Lazarus and Salome,

1 199
Lazarus and his seven children, 1 199
Lead, boiUng, 114
Lead box, 133

Leah, 483
Leaves of tree, inscribed. 189
Lebanon, 671
Lebna Dengel, Wanag Sagad 1, 19, 745
Ledianus, 439
Ledya, 1065
Lekatinu, 650
Lekuelekue, 702
Lemdeya, 11 55
Lent, Fast of, 476, 822
Lentils, 786
Leo, Emperor, 1198, 1239, 1240
Leo, Archbishop of Rome, 21

Leo of Chalcedon, 341
Leo, the heretic, 349
Leo, letters of, 333
Leontius, 270, 435, 436, 955, 957
Leontius, a martyr, 1141-3
Leopard and child, 911
Leper, 375, 554, 1019
Leprosy, cleansed, 197, 241, 242, 1022,

1 190
Lestelia, 243
Lestran, 1070
Letters of Athanasius, the 12,000, 397
Levi, 115, 230, 634, 1076
Ley6n, 21
Liba, 63
Libanos, 1224
Libanos, Abba, 205
Libanos, monk, 445
Liberius, Archbishop of RomS, 125,

1280
Libya, 901
Lightning, 68
Likanos, 299; a martyr, 449
Linarius, Archbishop, 627
Linen-worker, 888
Lion, Father, the Ethiopian, 12
Lion carries water jar, 921; guards a
dead body, 114, 136; guards body
of Mary the Egyptian, 787 ; carries

cloak and book and acts as guide,

617; lion speaks, 1071; seizes a
child, 92; refuses to eat Christians,

243, 262
Lions, den of, 729, 926; attack of,

409, 410; bow to Thecla, 95; bow
to Serapamon, 299; bury 'Ebelo,

595; and Marke, 781; and Pawli,

58; ministered to monks, 634;
watch a grave for 12 years, 635

Lions and Eulogius, 616, 617
Lions and Samuel, 366
Lions, the Sixty, 768
Liver removed by an angel from a

Uving monk and cleansed, 398
Liwaryos, 125, 126

Llyarya, 11 55
Loaves, the seven, 561
Locusts, 858
Lolyanos, 648
Londius, 270
Longinus, Abbot of Zegag, 574-6
Longinus of Cappadocia, 1145
Longinus, head of, 209
Longinus friend of Paul, 188

Longinus of Rome, 455
Loy, 1 121
Lucianus, governor of Alexandria, 32,

558
Lucianus, governor of Antinoe, 931
Lucianus, governor of Damascus, 112

Lucianus the gardener, 52
Lucianus, a martyr, 32
Lucianus, a teacher, 574-6
Lucianus and his four companions,

897-900, 980
Lucianus, 59
Lucianus, 1037, iioi, 1235
Lucinius, 212
Lucirius, 212
Lucius, Archbishop, 692
Lucius, a bishop, 1060
Lucius of Antinoe, 936
Lucius of Corinth, 1101
Lucius, a governor, 1147
Lucius, a governor in India, 1147
Lucius, an officer, 438
Lucius, the Arian, 642
Luderius, 166
Liidsena, 542
Lukaia of Cyprus, 652
Lukanya, 1070
Lfikaya, 725
Luke, the evangeUst, 180, 235, 389,

696; paints a portrait of Mary, 34
Luke, a martyr, 804
Luke, a monk, loi
Luke of the Pillar, 384, 387
Liikyos, 298
Lulianus, 1253
Lulius, 863
Lunya, 384
Liipl, 189
Lupins and ashes, 650
Luras, 46
Luya, 467
Luyuras, 46
Lycania, 1070
Lydda, 212, 317, 1065, 1224; church

of St George at, 217, 829
Lydia, 297
Lydianus, 439
Lykus, 431
Lystra, 393, 538, 1070
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Ma'akaba '£gzi'e, 63
Mabranus, 245
Macarius, Archbishop of Alexandria,

II, 14, 436
Macarius, 59th Archbishop of Alex-

andria, 730
Macarius of Scete, 8, 50, 83, 85, 109,

III, 175, 197, 199, 332, 337, 340,

391, 430, 509-11, 530, 545, 591,
692-9, 735-44. 830, 944, 995, I030»

1050, 1058, 1083, 1107, 1116, 1166,

1171, 1231, 1281; church of, 15,

467; monastery of, 239, 252, 812,

1263; his book on Mary, 36
Macarius the Alexandrian, 197, 692-9
Macarius of Falga Halib, 1133
Macarius of Neroh, 630
Macarius, Bishop of Jerusalem, 55, 56
Macarius, Bishop of Kaw, 22, 195-7
Macarius, father of John (Isaac), 862;

son of BasiUdes, 1140, 1141; son of

Fasiladas, 38
Macarius, a priest, 856-8
Macarius, a martyr, 52, 404, 960
Maccabaeus of Kasbar, 250
Maccabaeus, the scribe, 1082
Maccabaeus, 617
Maccabees, death of the, 413
Macedonia, 94, 1070, 1237
Macedonius, Archbishop, 571
Macedonius, the heretic, 206, 410, 497,

725, 1163, 1164
Macedonius, a slave, 489
Macrobius, 159, 792
Madkhanina 'fegzi'e, 365, 1245
Madleyos, 805
Mad man, 332, 333; woman, 333
Madness, feigned, 12 13
Madra, loio
Mafen, 537
Magdalawit, 1195
Magder, 12 16
Magi, the, 789
Magic, books of, 78
Magic and the Eucharist, 1005
Magicians, 26
Magnis, 86
Mahalaleel, 555, 778, 790, 885
Maharaka, 978
Mahareka, 925
Mahew, 1033
Makabis, 617
Ma^akaz (Makaukas), 341
Ma^ara, Abba, 428
Makarawi, a bishop, 664-6
Makari, a martyr, 52
Makari, Abba, 371-3
Makaryanu, 463

Makawkas, 467
Mal^der, 1286
Makdu, 198
Makedonya, 935
Ma]k:ed6s, 780
Makfue, 328
Maklub, Jabal, 374
Mak6kas, Mako^az, 467
Makram, 312
Makruf, 792
Maksii, 198
Maksur, 842
Makter, 666
Malachi, the prophet, 473, 1046, 1265,

1266
Malak, 473
Malakawiyan, 709
Malal'el. 778
Malazi, 690
Malidama, 76
Malig, I, 661, 1040
Malkites, Chalcedonian, 1263
Mama, iii, 112
Mamas, bom in prison, 18 f.

Mamas, 1039
Mamdeyanos, 323
Man who sold himself, 46
Mana, 31
Manasseh, King, 19, 20, 44, 1261
Mane, the "Paraclete," 807
Manfius, 203
Mani, the heretic, 482, 692, 727
Mankayaweyan, 1278
Manna, 218
Manoah, 753
Manohe, 753
Mansis, 411
Mansur, 348
Mansurah, 44
Maniif, 182, 201, 213, 374, 735, 1159,

1182, 1205
Manuf al-'Alia, 16
Manufe, 16
Manufijryah, 16
Maphrian, 127, 129, 130
Maraged, a bull, 501
Mar' as. Mar'ash, 226, 1246
Marat, 11 25
Marble, 300 pillars of, 346
Marcellus, 1075, 1143
Marchesa, 153
Marcia, 870
Marcian, Emperor, 270, 1198
Marcianus, Emperor, 75, 196, 295,

567. 575, 609, 1238; Council of,

20
Marcianus, Archbishop, 463
Marcianus, a governor, 339

Marcianus, Father, 136

Marcianus, a martyr, 197
Marcianus, 59
Marcion, 311, 531
Marcius, 243
Marcolus, 1199
Mardala, Mardali, 920, 921
Mardimus, 1235
Mardio, 393
Mardochaeus, 404
Mardosaweyaln, 279, 280
Marena, a virgin, 76
Mareotis, 50, 158, 247, 601, 831, looi;

four (or, 40) martyrs of, 974
Marhamnam, 374-7
Maria of Alexandria, 539, 540
Maria of Sabra, 962
Maria, a martyr, 567
Mariana, 243
Marianus, 1105
Marina, Abba, 338, 1143-5. 1219-21;

church of, 274
Marina, a martyr, 10

Mark (John) the Evangelist, 4, iii,

135. 143. 164, 165, 249. 251, 264,

394. 590. 641, 845-7, 994. 1023,

1033, 1063; his head will not leave

Alexandria, 454, 472; his church
in Alexandria, 312, 1061, 1161;

Gospel of, 845 ;
grave of, 303

Mark, Archbishop, 178, 182, 822-4,

1264
Mark, Bishop of Jerusalem, 867
Mark, Abba of Ethiopia, 1045
Mark of Rome, 1044
Mark, a martyr, 159, 388, 467, 973
Marke, 332, 780-2
Markenos, 59
Markiza, 153
Markolos, 11 43
Markora, 1030
Markyas, 870
Marmar, 324
Marmehnam, 374-7, 1190
Marmos, 1107
Marriage feast, 21
Marriage of 1000 years, 1277
Mars, 202
Marta, 1192
Marterus, 212
Martes, 202
Marteya, 467
Martha, 35, 202; and Mary, 514,

711, 721, 774, 938
Martha, a courtesan, 960, 961
Martha, keeper of a guest house,

34
Martha, a martyr, 567, 1046

Martha, mother of John of Antioch,

943
Martha, mother of Victor, 324, 838,

840
Martha, wife of 'AskenHfer, 716
Martianus, 243, 641, 918-20
Martyrs, era of the, i

Martyrs, 150, 16; 2000, 28; 14.730

men and 7 women, 33; 7033, 5700
and 37 women, and 2300, 40; 40
men and 20 women, 72; 1500, 83;

44, 84; 10,000, 91; 72, loi; 431,

155; 560, 157; 45. 159; 277, 181;

43 men, 360 women and 12 maidens,

191 ; 8000 (or, 17,000), 212; 54, 219;

484, 223; 292 men and 49 women,

272; 426+4452+227+346, 291;

47,000 under Diocletian, 304: 733
or 7003, 313; 26. 332; 40+376 +
190,000, 377; 150 men and 24
women, 419; 60 priests, 130 deacons,

53 singers, 80 vergers, 42 judges,

150 subdeacons, and 8490 laity,

439; 9700+18,000, 443; 250,000,

488; 44, 492; 4034, 495; 11.434.

497; 1500 (or, 10,500), 504; 809,

521; 49. 543-5; 35. 548; 800. 559;
130,030, 570; 128, 654; 40+2000,
682; etc.

Maruna, Bishop, 646
Marwan II, 710
Mary the Virgin, 29, 31, 45, 70, loi,

106, 161, 167, 177, 189, 198, 227,

230. 257, 298, 315, 329, 346, 358,

393. 634. 635, 750, 789, 848, 1064,

1157, 1163, 1196, 1245, 1262;
commemoration of, 1020-2 ; festival

of, 78, 1235; her two-fold virginity,

817; her body disappears, 527;
Assumption of, 523-7, 1222-4;
Praises of, 764; the Closed Door,

784; the Tree of Knowledge, 1224;
the Tree of Life, 74; appears in

the form of a dove, 1200; gives

apparel, 395; deUvers Matthias,

180; her picture, 34, 694, 1021;
spat upon, 599; speaks, 246, 560,

785 ; weeps, 1090 ; weeps and bleeds,

267; cures leprosy, 241
Mary, churches of, 15, 443, 876, 917
Mary (Miriam), 775
Mary, anointer of Christ, 597
Mary, daughter of Abraham, 1241
Mary, daughter of Andronicus, 1167
Mary, daughter of Matat, 230
Mary the Egyptian, 784-7, 796
Mary Magdalene, 1195, 1196
Mary, a martyr, 1046, 1162

I!
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Mary, mother of 'Atom, 1087
Maxy, mother of '£sl, 344
Mary, mother of John, 779
Mary, mother of Marina, 1219
Mary, mother of Mark, 845
Mary, mother of Peter, 813
Mary, mother of Sergius, 621
Mary, sister of Lazarus, 108, 202, 711,

721, 774, 938
Mary, wife of Matata, 928
Marya, 49, 105
Maryales, 293
Maryam, 848, and see Mary
Maryut, looi
Masabos, 656
Masfares sickness, 1090
Masfeyanos, 1009
Mashadre, 1129
Mashafa SSnkSsdr (Synaxarium)
Masti, 28, 33, 339, 362
Masius, 289
Maskal Kabra, 1075, 1167
Maskhadra, 42
Masnis, 39, 40, 41
Massage by angel. 398
Mastema, 384, 994
Masterius, 546
Masiin, 621
Mata'a, 445
MatalomS, 1241
Matareya, 924
Matailyah, 925
Matarya, 978
Matat, 230, 634
Matata, 928
Matena, Archbishop, 449
Matewas, 334-7
Matlan, 1131-3
Matlis, 101

1

Matra, Mar, 49, 1103, 1201, 1202
Matrona, 776
Matthew, the EvangeUst, 139-41. 235,

776, 796, I I
72-6

Matthew, Archbishop, 451-4
Matthew of 'Aswan, 334
Matthew of Ma^ub, 374 fiE.

Matthew, 1063
Matthew, an anchorite, 1190
Matthias, 180, 679-81
Matthias, a martyr, 863
Matusala, 663
Matyan, 863, 999
Matyas, 651, 11 73
Mawa'i, 702
Maximianus, 78, iii, 136, 181, 189,

199, 207, 269, 435, 542, 649, 650,

663, 686. 704. 747. 793. "27, 1 158,

1202, 1206, 1248

Maximianus, one of the Seven Sleepers

1235
Maximianus, an ofi&cer. 551
Maximus. Emperor, 656
Maximus, Archbishop of Alexandria

806
Maximus, Archbishop, 229, 725
Maximus and Dumatheus. 495, 508-

13
Maximus of the Fayyiim, 1028
Maximus, a governor, 251, 804
Maximus, a martyr, 203, 204, 866
Maximus, a monk, 643
Maximus, St, 738, 904
Mayd^swiylLn, 79
Mayen, 293
Maylen, 467
Mazakham, 1013. 1014
Mecca, 286
Media, 901
Me'ez, 228
Mehdab, 925
Mehnam. Mar. 65, 523
Mehrael, 491, 492
Mekrona, 243
Mekwas, 293
Melanius, Archbishop, 639
Melchisedek, 424, 791, 1277, 1278
Melchites, 164, 256, 355. 395» 477.

601, 709
Meledj, 33
Meletianus, .466
Melimo. 713
Meliton. 571
MeUus. 840-2
MeUus. Abba, 805, 1023
Melkeyas, 473
Melkl, Abba, 4 f., 230, 634. 928;

monastery of, 6
M^lyos, Archbishop, 4
Menadaweyan, 486
Menasseh, 385
Menu, 470
Menyos, 11 16
Meratha, 1238
Mercurius, 63, 66, 67. 197, 219, 221,

308, 404, 917. 973. mo; l^s

church in Cairo, 480, 798, 11 52,

1284; spears Julian. 228, 958. 959;
picture of, 126; translation of his

body, 1 188
Mercurius, a bishcp, 663
Mercurius, a leprous bishop, 241
Mercurius the GaUlean, 11 71

Mercurius, a monk, 223
Mercurius, 938, 939
Mercurius Philopator, 278-88
Merfakina, 647

M^ron oil, 468, 695, 1023, 1243
Merona. 1109
Meropius, 1164
Merpes, 1164
Merwan. 312
Meryan, 332
Meshach, 313
Mesopotamia, 434, 901
Mesr (Cairo), 15, 177. 178, 250, 282,

312, 326-30, 454, 480, 503, 531,

549. 551. 598, 614, 631, 643, 702,

708, 757. 798, 887, 888, 905. 925.
960, 962, 977, 1000, 1022, 1034,
1107, 1152, 1171, 1180, 1264, 1279,
1281, 1283, 1284

Mesr, Lower, 547
Mesrat, 820
Mesratius, 546
Messiah, 46, 12 15
Messiah, the False, 999
Mestirakina, 118
Metelis, 33
Methuselah. 663. 722
Metra, 124
Metruf, Abba, 792
Micah, the prophet, 1238
Michael, Archangel, 11, 19. 32, 34.

44, 64, 139, 190. 214, 231, 287, 325,
347. 365. 367. 391, 437> 483. 486,
586, 618, 625, 688, 704, 761, 772,
804, 879, 908. 938, 986-92, 1035,
1055, 1056, 1090, 1098, 1 1 10, 1 136,
1 144, 1 190. 1206. 1218, 1241, 1244,
1245, 1276

Michael, 53rd Archbishop of Alex-
andria, 824

Michael, 56th Archbishop of Alex-
andria, 717

Michael, 68th Archbishop of Alex-
andria, 944

Michael, 71st Archbishop of Alex-
andria. 779, 780

Michael, Archbishop, 15, 215, 436,
505. 643, 708, 1204, 1231

Michael. Archbishop of Antioch,
127

Michael, Bishop of Athribis, i, 661
Michael, Bishop of Clysma, 1263
Michael, Bishop of Ethiopia, 800
Michael, a bishop, 1107
Michael, a martyr, 332
Michael, a monk, 371
Michael, 694
Midian. 31, 385, 386
Midianites, 413
Midwife, 230
MikelUs, 1042
Milases, 362

Mina, a martyr, 965
Minas, Archbishop, 249, 566
Minas, 50, 231, 246-9, looi, 1002
Minas of Busar, 1019
Minas (?) of Cyprus. 651
Minas of ICus, 652
Minas of Mafen, 537
Minas of Tamai, 214-16
Minas of Tamuz, 430
Minas, brother of Archbishop Benja-

min, 471
Minas, an anchorite, 490
Minas, a deacon. 884, 892
Minas, impostor and Uar. 233. 667,

668
Minas, a martyr, 124. 474, 638
Minas, a priest, 1150, 1151
Minas, a prisoner, 1154
Mira. 356, 358, 807
Miracles of Baisil, the Seven, 463
Miriam, sister of Moses, 385. 775
Mirror, 598
Misael, 313, 392, 868, 871, 1090-3
Mixed bathing, 407
Moab, 1062
Moabites, 413
Modes of singing, the three, 876
Modosis, 1204
Monastery of Agathon, 1129
Monastery of Handak, ii8o
Monastery of Macarius. 871, 874,

886
Monastery of Maximus, 904
Monastery of Theodore, 870
Money changers, 723
Monk, the dress of. 536; refuses to

see his mother, 1280
Moon, worship of, 273
Mora, 296, 297
Mordecai, 404
Morik, 503, 504
Morning Star, 424
Morocco, 121
Moses, 13, 16, 30, 32, 99, 159. 235,

241. 317. 322, 425, 434, 639, 672,
775, 846, 876, 890, 894. 1035. 1 138,
1208, 1209. 1214. 1282

Moses, Abba, 437, 589
Moses, the Black, 67, 337, 1030,

1032
Moses of Farma, 1266
Moses of Rome, 148, 153
Moses of Scete, 12, 186
Moses of Shoki, 1133
Moses, son of Nasir, 710
Mosolon, 467
Moth, 1265
Mount Ararat, 791
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Mount of Olives, 55, 724, 884, 1224,

1276
Mount Tabor, 1207-9
Mount Zion, 1277
Mountains move, 329
Mountains, the seven, 556
Mouth of Gold, 165, 640, 879, 883
Moyses, 1252, 1253
Mu'allakah, Church of, 15, 329, 1107
Mu'awiyah, 702
Mugi, 1157
Muhammad, 600, 674
Muladek, 1245
Mule, 581, 582
Muscle, the hip, 1260
Muse of Scete, 12, 710, 1042
Musician, 66
MusUms, 178, 240, 283, 286. 287, 328,

331. 343. 370. 374. 471. 472, 516,

574, 638. 674, 746, 796, 987. 1013.

1231, 1275
Mustard seed, 329
Musya, 191
Mutilation, 70, 1166
Myrrh, 423, 790, 1093
Mysis, 1204, 1205

Naaman, 1019
Nabdeyu, 523
Nablos, 1037
Naboth, 310, 460
Nabyud, Abba, 523
Nafer, 1002, 1003, 1004
Nagran, 275, 289, 912-14; stars of, 293
Nahrew, 213-14
Nahum, 322
Nails of the Cross, 685, 867
Nails, the 153 in Theodore's body, 39,

486
Nails, plucking out the, 70
Nain, 732
Nakaro, 490, 491
Nakedness of monks, 399
Nakendinos, 1059
Nakharew, 1203
Nakiyos, 246, 298
Naklon, 559
Naksesa, 496
Nakyanos, 298
Nakyos, 299, 664, 855, 1158, 1200
Naod 'Anbasa Bazar, 1198
Naphthali, 57
Napkin of Theodore, 555
Narcissus, Bishop of Nicea, 654
Nardos, 449
Nar'is6s, 654
Nartinos, 34
Nasahit, 380-2

Nasel, 33
Nasen, 52
Naso, 52
Nathan the prophet, 894, 1035
Nathaniel, 388, 890, 1099
Nathaniel, Abba, 910
Nathaniel, a monk, 313
Nativity, the, 198, 303, 1238; festival

of, loi, 418, 421. 943, 1262
Nativity of Moses, 1209
Natrun, 146
Nature, the One, 1058, 1239
Natures, the Two, 21, 22, 196, 575,

609, 938, 1239, 1258
Nawa, 318
Nawe (Nun), 16
Nawla, a bishop, 28
Nazareth, 419, 422, 476, 750, 890
Nebdalmas, 602
Nebo, Mount, 639
Nebuchadnezzar II, 118, 313, 365,

392, 404, 726, 783, 854. 868, 869,

1062; body of, 173
Negest, 445
Negirus, 455
Nehemiah, 424, 894
Ne^isa, 755, 757
Nekhisa, 11 46, 1148
Nekraha. 28
Nero, 1 80, 181, 1067, 1074, 1078
Neroh, 630
Neron, 112^
Nesbin, 616
Nestius, 86
Nestor, 682
Nestorius, 21, 44, 45, 482, 608, 1058,

1059. 1081
Nestur, 21, 44
Net of Satan, 992
Netrolomes, 87
Nicea, 55, 161, 167, 467, 508, 514,

654, 807, 1247; Council of, 22, 225,

358, 822. 1 1 16
Niceta, 72
Nicodemus, 11 80—

2

Nicolas, 807
Nicolaus, Archbishop, 356-9
Nicolaus, a governor, 415
Nicolaus, a martyr, 530, 615
Nicomedes, 484
Nicomedia, 156, 321, 517, 558. 749.

815. 836, 1152
Nigomidos, 484
Nikales, 1042
Nikomion, 130
Nikon, archimandrite, 12 12

Nikor, 713
Nilkreha, 27

Nikyos, 11 40
Ni^yus, 470
Nil (indigo), 1089
Nile. 34, 370
Nilometer, 924
Nimolas, 716
Nimontos, 26
Nine Saints, the, 117, 198, 505
Nineveh, 57. 58. 87, 88, 90, iii, 322,

359. 837, 1062, 1 125
Nisibis, 513, 514, 616, 11 16
Nitolaus, 147
Niwebyas, 921
Noah, 257, 319, 457-9. 791. 894, 1076.

1278
Noah, Abba, 523
Noah, father of Mercurius, 278
Nob, 1146 f.

Nob. Abba. 72, 351, 591, 682, 872,
1028, 1029, 1099

Noba, 233. 234, 263, 1034
Noda, 854
Nol^a, 523
Nomarius, 612
Nosmesa, 476
Novatus, 367-70
Nubia, 806, 1237
Numamos. 484
Numerianus. Emperor, 38, 39, 484,

550, 612, 1237
Nun, 16, 231, 894, 1035-7

Oaks, the twelve, 176
Oasis, the Great, 2, 263
Obadiah, 274, 495, 496
'Oboli, 91
Ocean, 1092
Octave of Passion, 142
'Odokis, 60
OfEering. the, bleeds, 311
Oil, anointing, 7
Oil, of balsam, 924; boiling, 115;

consecrated, 11 58; of healing, 200;
holy. 695, 1109; of kings, 139;
works cures, 389; drips from
picture of Mary, 34, 36, 1022; of
Sergius, 137; sweet, 1019

Oil press, 310
Old Dispensation, 1199
OUve leaf and dove, 1236
OUve oil in Unction, 1105
OUve tree and Virgin, 378
OUve trees, the Two, 309
Olympius (Paul), 1078
*Omar, 669
One-eyed man, 329
Oneness of Christ, 21
Onesima, 877

Onesimus, 645
Onesiphorus, 732
'Onorewos, 66
Operation performed by angel, 398
Ordinances of the Churchand Fathers,

121, 127
Oreb, 386
Organs, 72
'Ori, 348, 1200, 120

1

Oriscus, 818
Orphan, 18
'6s, 321
Outer darkness, 1151
Oven, 79
Ox, blood of, 240; whips of hide of,

281
Oxen, the two which spoke, 54; turn
^to stone, 1072

'Oyoranos, 1139
'Ozya, 653, 1 199
'Ozyan, 89, 925

Pachomius, 8, 85, 155, 175, 201, 223,
231. 337. 433. 445. 586, 619, 743,
887, 888, 938, 943, 1 162, 1272;
House of, 250

Pafnotyos, 873-5
Pagans, 46
Palamon, 1007-9
Palestine, 272, 311. 469. 794, 825,

918, 1256
Palladius, 503
Pallet of P&wU, 581
Palm, branches, 140; fibre, 511; fibre

cloth, 577; with 12 clusters of dates,
817; palms fly to Jerusalem, 724

Palm Sunday, 645
PamphyUa, 670, 845, 901
Panouf Res, 16
Pantaleon, 1 16-18; slays 5050 war-

riors, 118; 122, 157, 914, 1009, lOIO
Pantaleon of the Cell, 293
Pantaleon, father of Isidore, 858
Pantos, 414
Panuel, 1180
Paphnutius, 633, 1002, 1003
Paphnutius, a bishop, 873-5
Paphos, 1070
Paraclete, 86, 393, 588, 637, 715, 732,

807, 891, 900-3, 922, 938, 1054,
1063, 1069, 1 195, 1274

Paradise, 261
Paralia, i

Parebu, 159
Parsnuphis, 370
Parthia, 901, 911
Partridges, miracle of the, 371
Paschal Feaist, 669

I
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Paten, 109; with Christ, 453
Patmo, 448
Patmos, 448
Patos tree, the, 31
Patra, Abba, 617
Patricia, Empress, 332, 478, 484
Patricia, a martyr, 263, 264
Paul, the apostle, 2, 94, 95, 112, 119,

150, 159. 162, 168, 368. 388, 393.

441. 455. 538. 562. 645, 652. 683,

696,715.732. 752, 808. 817, 844, 945.

1062-8, 1 152, 1254, 1271; personal

appearance described, 1068; the

14 Epistles of, 519; the girdle of,

588; martyrdom of, 576-80
Paul, Archbishop of Alexandria, 1041

Paul, Archbishop of Antioch, 777
Paul, Archbishop of Constantinople,

113, 114, 197. 1289
Paul (Athanasius), 312
Paul of Akhmim, 439
Paul of Antioch, 138
Paul, Bishop of Nagran, 290
Paul of the Cell, 197
Paul, father of 45 sons, 938
Paul, friend of '£si, 344
Paul, a governor, 531
Paul, a martyr, 230, 631
Paul, a desert monk, 362
Paul, a monk who sold his wife and

child, 1171, H72
Paul, the Syrian monk, 420, 610
Paul (Olympius), 1078
Paul of Samosata, 167, 702, 806
Paul, the Simple, 1024
Paul, the new Tawrasi, 145
Paula. 871
Paule. 105. 537
Pawli, 122, 123, 159. 407. 408, 570-80
Pawli of Tamwa, 1099
Peacock, iioi
Pelagia. 125, 138, 859
Pelagia, the Samaritan woman, 860
Pelerianus, 288
Peleshtim, 716
PeUarianus, 289
Penana, 115
Penninah, 115
PentapoUs, 39, 247, 265, 845, 846,

1028, 1029, 1059
Pentateuch, 273
Pentecost, 86, 143, 179. I94. 476. 859,

901
Penuel, 604
Pergamus, 809
Persia, 6, 7, 19. 26, 38, 41, 57, 69, 70,

78-80, 207, 282. 293, 359, 387, 469,

474, 480, 569, 614, 617, 632, 646,

654, 727, 807, 814, -835, 894, 1062,

iiio, nil, 1134, 1189, 1224, 1237,

1261 ; King of, steals the Cross of

Christ, 685 ; martyrs in, 794
Persians, 26, 129, 486, 550, 647, 1159,

1 162, 1 190, 1239
PSrwSn tree, loi

Pestilence, 808
Peter the apostle, 2, 3, 42, 90, 125,

145. 259. 273, 304. 368, 448. 524,

586, 696, 745. 765, 789, 812, 845,

880, 900, 1020, 1054, 1062-8, 1 146,

1 197, 1207 ; his vision of Mary, 1064

Peter and Paul, Festival of, 300, 1034;
miracle of, in 8-20

Peter, Archbishop of Alexandria, 75,

204, 209, 300-3. 307. 443. 452, 534.

541, 641. 833, 1033, 1127, 1163

Peter, Archbishop of Constantinople,

225
Peter, Bishop of Abures, 451
Peter, Bishop of Akhmim, 437
Peter. Bishop of Behna, 1107

Peter, Bishop of Damascus, 646
Peter, Bishop of Edessa, 295

Peter, Bishop of Ethiopia, 666-9

Peter, a bishop, 233, 234
Peter, i.e. Abba Besoy, 590
Peter, disciple of Isaiah, 159
Peter who baptized Habakkuk, 818

Peter, brother of Paul, 576-80

Peter of ,Akhi^i^' 970-2
Peter of Daraw, 54
Peter of Gaza, 310-12
Peter of K6nya, 27
Peter of Sebastia. 464
Peter, monk, 28
Peter, a priest, 1107
Peter, a martyr, 105, 308, 312. 497.

611. 813. 814, 821. 1093
Peter, the heretic, 396
Peter, a soldier, 975, 1016, 1017

Phanuel, 317
Pharaoh, 26, 30, 31. 748, 1257, 1258;

daughter of, 30
Philaspheron, 257
Philemon and the dove, 317-20

Philemon, 297, 645
Philemon, an anchorite, 389
Philemon, flute player, 642

Philemon, the Jester, 676. 677
Philemon, the musician, 626

Philemon of Phrygia, 652
Philemon, an officer, 431, 438
Philemunma, 563
PhiUp the apostle, 147, 148. 259. »90.

1072, 1 197
Philip, Abba, 1203

PhiUp, the African, 203
Phihp, Emperor, 804
PhiUp, Archbishop, 324
PhiUp, a bishop, 614
PhiUp of Dabra Bizan, 1194
PhiUp of Dabra Libanos, 1169
PhiUp, father of Eugenia, 326
PhiUp (Filgat), 326
PhiUp, husband of Herodias, 9
PhiUp, a king or governor, 700
PhiUp of Macedon, 163, 944
PhiUp, a martyr, 195, 404, 1000,

1 190
PhiUp the Virgin, 418
PhiUppi, 1 1 19, 1 121

PhiUstines, 139, 147, 400, 618, 716,

753. 754
Philopator, 278
Philopator, a martyr. 243
Philophilus, 878
Philotheus, Archbishop of Alexandria,

233. 238. 443. 501-3. 668. 874.

896
Philotheus, Archbishop of Antioch.

881
Philotheus. a bishop. 25
Philotheus Thaumaturge. 72
Phinehas. 289, 894, 1232
Photinus, 369. 370
Phratus, 87
Phrygia, 203, 246, 259, 652, 901, 1070,

1 100
Pictures, of Christ at Edessa, 149; of

Claudius, 983; of St George, 1224;
of Laventius, 957; of Mary. 1224;
of Michael. 991 ; of Theodore. 871

;

cult of pictures of Mary, 36; of

Saints. 349
Pig =Satan. 376
Pila, 76
Pilate. 1034. 1145, 1146, 1181. 1182.

1201
Pilate the Pontinian, 209
Pilawon, 681
Pilepseyos. 1020
Rles, 426
Rlkes, 261
Pillar, 259; of light (Basil), 464
Pillar-saint (StyUtes), 387
Pillars, miracle of, 62
Pillars say "Amen," 1063
Pilpesyus. 1121
Pilpos, 1 120
Pilses, 426
Pipes. 72
Pisoura, 33
Pistacios. 759
Pistis. 16, 564-6, 1 180

BESIV

Place of the SkuU. 637. 791
Plague, 170, 976
Plagues, the Ten, 26, 31
Planting palm leaves, 536
Pohin, 1017
Points in wall, 1245
Poison. 331, 1 149
Pola. 566. 567
Polycarp, 657
Pomegranates, the, 3, 490
Pontius Pilate, 227
Pontus, 963
Porphyrina, loi
Portraits of Mary and Saints, 694
Pottage. 868
Pragmon, 11 19
Praxius. 663
Prayer, the all-night, 591
Prayers, the 2400 by night and the

2000 by day, 362
Priests of heaven, the 24, 274, 367,

760, 876, 911
Priests. 70 killed by a lion, 1071
Prochorondius, 1079
Prochorus, 446, 517
Procopius, 1 1 13-16
Promiscuity, 407
Prophets, the Twelve, 894, 926
Prostrations, 192; the 1800, 570; the

4000, 624
Protheus, 817, 818
Psalms, 63, 68, 195; recited five times

daily, 366
Pshati, 470
Ptolemachus. 145
Ptolemy, 380, 602, 983, 986
Ptolemy Philadelphus, 1199
Ptolemy of Saha, 644
Ptolemy of Shoka, 1146
Ptolemy of Upper Manuf, 1205
Ptolemy, a martyr, 332. 1000

Quadratus, 86
Questus. 960
Quilquilianus, 296, 494

Ra'am, 607
Rabbanat, 276
Rachael, 444, 445
Rachel, 483, 1198
Rack, the, 40
Rade'e, 76
Raga, 286
Rague'^l. 57
Raguel, 9
Rahab, 1035
Rain, made by Isaiah, 19; withheld

for three years, 245; brought by

84

11
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saint's prayer, 586; brought by
Shenuti, 831; rain and Macarius,

858
Rainbow, 459
Rainmaker, 12
Rakhrakha, 1091
Ram, 425
Rama, 444
Ramelos of Egypt, 716
Ramu'el, 761
Raphael, 163, 164, 1059, 1090, 1274-8
Rapika, 27
Rashid, 1079
Raven, 319; black, 766; and serpent,

567, 1236; feeds Eleutherus, 261,

and Pawli, 577, 578
Raven and Elijah, 460
Raweh, 653
Rawrewo, 20
Razors for circumcision melt, 456
Rebecca, 1259
Rebecca of Konya, 27
Rebotch, 297
Red Sea, 34, 175, 243, 355, 51 1» 596.

940, 941, 1024, 1102, 1251; crossed

by Takla Haymanot, 1245
Redeemer, Church of, in Alexandria,

823
Reeds, 857
Reginos, 653
Remoganos, 1153
Respite of sinners in Sheolon Sundays,

1096
Resurrection, 162, 174, 527, 751, 864,

1234, 1268
Resurrection of Host,- 105 1 ; of 10,030
monks, 403

Resurrection, the, described, 11;

denied, 489
Reuben, 189
Revealer of the Light, 1164
Rewak, 118
Rhinoceros, bones of, made into

cof&ns, 869
River, course of, changed by Agapetus,

651
River of Egypt, 924
River of fire, 235
Roba of Athens, 817
Robbers, the 13, 236
Rock of the Church, 1063
Rock smitten by Michael, 34
Rock spUts of itself, 339
Rod of Joseph, 932
Roda, 924
Roha, 149, 228, 295, 311, 426, 666,

866
RokS., 90

Ro^o, 829
Rom (Byzantium), 38, 210, 690, 823;
Empire of, 292

Roma, 263
Romans, 70, 1162
Romanus, 272, 648, 838-40
Romanus, a governor, 547, 548, 551,

1 140
Romanus (Hermanus), 985
Romanus, a martyr, 112, 165, 166,

268, 288, 932
Romanus, a monk, 206
Romanus, St, 493. 554 f., 629
Romayest language, 974
Rome, Rome, 7, 8, 23, 34, 62, 92, 102,

107, 113, 116, 125, 142, 153, 163,

169, 180, 207, 236, 251, 278, 323,

416. 550, 647, 659, 747» 809, 1 128,

1 134, 1 197, 1 199. 1206, 1207, 1239,

1274, 1278, 1281
Rome, nine wise men of, 449
Romia, 1075
Romna, 446, 447
Romya, 7, 478, 693, 699. 885, 1067.

1091
Ronikos, 59
Rosetta, 1079
Roys, Abba, 1165
Rubanos, 1217, 1218
Rufa'el, 17, 58, 163, 373, 761, 1274-8

Rules, Monastic, 155
Rumi language, 901
Rusafa, 262

Sa, 613, 1125, 1178
Saba, 117, 425
Saba, Mar, 349
Saba, a martyr, 810
Sabbiteras, 838
Sabele, 443, 449
Sabelius, SabelUus, 410, 497, 577, 702,

726, 1 163, 1 164
Sabelus, 443
Sabersir, 1254
§abla Maryam, 188
Sabla Wangel, i, 202, 288, 670
Sabor, King of Persia, 41, 1237
Sabra, 28, 411, 962
Sabser, 757
Sackcloth, hairy, 534; and iron,

602
Saclabius, 429
Sacrifice, 159
Sacrificer (Abraham), 1259
Sadakyal, 1090
Sadalakos, 615
Sades, 76
Sadji, 915

Sadok, a martyr, 654
Safort, 915
§afrira, a daughter of Moses, 1209
Saft aba-Trab, 1013
$aga Za'ab, 1241
Sa^a, 644
§a^ima, 505
Saka, 50, 1089
Sakh4, 50
SaktnSn tree, loi
Saklabius, 437
Sakrad, 293
Salter, 200
Saiue'Sl, Sa^ft'el, 761. 1075
Sal Peter, 1207
Sal'adab. 117
Salafkon, 707
Salama, Abba, 84, 388, 1164, 1165,

1232
Salathiel, 632
Salation, 157
Saleb, 404
Salem, 1278
Saliba, 402
Salome, 230, 634, 923, 928, 978
Salome, wife of Lazarus, 1 199
Salome, the nun, 859
Salonika, 909
Salonl^eya, 407
Samama, 1155
SamanOd, 425
Samaria, 147, 310, 608
Samaritans, 148
^amata, 157
Samer, Samer, 69, 407
Samhud, 28
Samidat, 167
SS.mis6t, 607
SSmma, 1155
Samnud, 427, 428, 830
Samnutya, 28
Samosata, 167, 607, 806
Samrawiyan, 24
Samson, 425, 618, 753, 754
Samuel the prophet, 115, 116, 139,

300, 340, 399, 894, 979, 1 166, 1255
Samuel, who buried Muse, 14
Samuel of Akhmim, 438
Samuel of Salmon, 339-44; tied to a
woman, 343

Samuel of Kartamen, 402-4
Samuel of Waldebba, 365-7, 767.

1245
Samuel, a deacon, 78, 97, 213
Samuel, Abbi, 769
Samuel, a monk, 907
§an al-Hagar, 49
§ana, 277

^ana, companion of Isidore, 830
Sanakarem, Sanakrem, 19, 376, 11 10,

1 189
Sanasa, 1083
Sand buries a temple, 1061
Sandal and bull, 499
Sandalmaker, 264, 841
Sandalat, 1037
SandaliJ^a, 492
Sanhedrim, 732
Sanitius, Archbishop, 204
Sansal, 1079
Sansaradin, 385
Santonya, 859
Sanusi, 962, 963
Sanutya, 830-3
Saphonyas, 1062
Sapor, King, 78-80, 207, 223, 293,

359. 647, 814, 815
Sara, 57, 58, 1253, 1254
Sara of Antioch, a martyr, 833-5
Sara of Dailam, 168
Sara of Egypt, 706, 707
Sara, a leper, 1 190
Sara, mother of Macarius, 735
SarH, mother of Victor, 1255
Sara, a princess, 374
Sara, sister of Moyses, 1252
Sarabamon, 298, 299, 563, 1088, 1089
Sarabhel, 275, 276
Sarabil, 862
Sarabyos, 547, 548
Sarah, wife of Abraham, 735, 1254
Saranin, 426
Sarapamon, Abba, 298, 299, 670, 1058
Sarepta, 460
Sares, 1128
Sarma, iiii
Samis, 555
Sarsana, 1156
Sasawir, 735
Sasimas, 854
Sasuwires, 736
Satan, 46, 637; assumes form of

Michael, 993; of Archbishop Alex-
ander, 68; of beasts, 68; of serpents,

6 ; of a black man, 7 ; of a monk, 12

;

of a pilgrim, 13; tries to seize body
of Moses, 32 ; is seized by 'Akawehi,
559; is made to carry stones, 8

Satan and Anthony, 533
Satan and Basil. 465
Satan and Pawli, 407
Sataniif, 1200
Satenwa, 205
Satniif, 348, 1201
Satumina, 1077
Saul (Paul), 393

84-2
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Saul, King. 399, 979. 1068
Sawa, 20
Sawewas, 20
Sawgenas, 195
S&wiros, a bishop, 23, 995
Sayda, 1069
Sayf 'Ar'ad, 177
Says. 838
Scales at the Judgement, 96, 541
Scete, 12. 15. 50. 85, 109. no, 145.

171, 182, 215, 225. 287. 332, 390,

412, 436. 542, 642, 730, 924, 1034.

1084, 1095. 1 157, 1231, 1250, 1279,

1281, etc.

Scraping with shards. 115, 165, 189,

677
Sea of Arabia, 660
Sea of Rome, 11 88
Sea, water of, drank by Ablarius, 188;

made sweet, 511
Seals of Adam and Eve, 791
Sebaga, 642
Sebastia, 464, 633, 690, 930, 932
Sebastianus. 542
Sebbidoras, 830
Sebko, 819
Sebra, 27, 730
Sebt 1 133. "38
Secundus, 879
SedeVya, 1061
§^denya, 34
SMna, 631
S^dra, 631
Sedre^a, 725
Seduction of Justina, 77
Sef4r6s, 1I52
Sefgnggya, 1007
Sefna, 4
Seft, 540
Seften, 313
§ega Selas^, 720
§€gad, 66
Seti. no, 171, 354
Se^iet, 367
Se'ld (Upper Egypt), 1095
Seir, 235
Sekantes, 1072
Sektor, the Jew, 25
Sekyot Kanm, 1129
§elalesh, 1241
Selawir, 1231
Seleucia, 127, 130
Sell^an, 72
Selmani, 386
SSlom, 176
S^m, 852
Semfini, 1199
$emwa]^, 125

SSna ^aywat, 63
Sengar. 944, 11 54. 1190
Sengerd, 1190
Senear, 112
SenhAe, 981
Senljur, 11 70
Senhut, 862, 863
Senkesar, i

Sennacherib, 19, mo, 11 89
Senta, 942
Sentonita, 1128
Sephinius, 708
Septuagint, 603
Seraphim. 221, 612, 864, 1059, 1066,

1267, 1272
Serapion, Archbishop, 667
Serapion, Bishop, 537, 739
Serapion, 162. 334, 335
Serapion of Landiin, 1278, 1279
Serapion, a martyr, 547
Serapis, 862
Serapius, 547, 548
Serga, 838
Serg&tia, 136
Sergius of Athribis, 621-3
Sergius (and Bacchus), in, 112, 136.

137; church of, 312, 925, 1103. ii6o

Sermalak, 1104
Sernius. 546
Serpent, 75; liver of, used in magic,

976; inside worm, 1105; eats the

Host, 1051 ; swallows Marina, 1144;

speaks and bursts asunder. 582;

in church of Mercurius, 1284
Serpent of Babylon, 729
Serpent and 'Arag&wl, 155
Serpent of 'Eukitos ate two men daily,

1135
Serpents fed by Zacharias speak, 433
Serseban, 1047
Sery&s. iiii
Setana, 205
Seth, 121, 556, 789, 791. 884» "66;

fornication of sons of, 458
Setniif, 1141
Setdi, 1254
Seven Children (Sleepers), the, 63.

162, 203, 488, 490. 615, 651, 1233-5

Seven Deacons, the, 517
Seven Epistles, Apostolic, 519
Severianus, 23, 1253
Severus, Archbishop of Antioch,

108-10, 160, 354, 355. 436, 6281.

937, 1033, 1040; church of, 267

Severus of Alexandria, 1148
Severus of Eshmunen, 328
Severas, Bishop of Ethiopia, 995
Severus, Abba, 298

Shadow of Paul, sick cured by. 1075

Shadrach, 313
Shalmaneser. 57
Shahisi, 105, 106

ShiLm, 1273
Sham&y, 219
Shara4 Dengel. 746
Sharda Hawaryat. 1124
Shari:6n, 752
Shaw, 324-6
Shaw&, 1 241. 1243
She-ass, 54
Shechem, 274
Sheep speaks, 1067; a white, 557
Sheepskin cloak, of Anthony, 537;

of Macarius, 857
Sheet from heaven, 1065
Shem, 458. 791. 894. 1277
Shem, Ham and Japhet, 457
Shem, a martyr, 852
Shenuti, 256, 268, 363, 413. 443
Shenuti, Archbishop. 796, 830-3
Sheol. 22. 45, 81, 124, 175. 229, 282,

364, 475. 683, 745. 762, 836, 864,

889, 915. 919. 991. 1096
Shepherd, the, 394
Shimei, 1026
Shittim, 180
Shoka, 1 146
Shflshan, 405
SibelUus, 299
Sidon, 87
Sidona, 460
§ldra?f, 813
Sidrakos, 486, 985, 1164
Sifandus. 879
Sltiat, 523
Stli, 414
Silas, 851, 1039
Silas, disciple of Luke, 181

Silas, disciple of Paul, 157
Silas, father of Samuel, 339
Silas, a monk, 360
Silas, a priest, 531
Sihkion, 390
Silo. 176
Siloam. 20
Silvanus. 523
Silver, the 40 pieces of, 632
Silver, vessels of, 997
Silvester, 466
Simas, 146
Simeon, 59, 602-4, 755
Simeon, Archbishop, no. 134
Simeon of the Pillar, 608, 1185, 1186
Simeon, a martyr, 76
Simeon who Uved 300 years, 603
Simeon, tribe of, 118

Simon, Archbishop of Alexandria,

182, 1148-52, 1 166

Simon Magus, 147, 1067
Simon Peter, 317
Simon of Aleppo, 776
Simon of Antioch, 943, 944
Simon of Armenia, 814
Simon of Lans. 803
Simon of Men^f, 374
Simon of Sarmal^s, 1 104-6

Simon (Sarapamon), 298
Simon ShalAsi, 1211-14
Simon StyUtes. 50
Simon Zelotes. 890
Simon. Abba. 169
Simon, an anchorite, 16, 1095, 1098

Simon, host of Mary the sinner

598
Simon, father of Matthew, 45
Simon, son of Sallb&, 402
Simon, son of a priest, 894
Simon, a martjnr, 322, 615
Simon, a sewer, 273
Simon, a shoemaker, 329, 330, 331
Slna, Dabra or Mount, 29, 322, 556.

617. 833
Sinai, 235, 322
Slnoda. 8, 256, 268, 337, 363. 413. 443»

704. 807. 854, 860, 905, 1079-82,

1097. 1098, 1194, 1216
Slnodaof T^w, 1156
Slnodos, 65
Sinuthius, 796, 797
Sir. 833
Sir^k. 892-4
Siriacus, 563
Slrusadin, 413
Slsikos, 879, 880
Sisticorus, 945
Skin, cloak of, 1018
Skin of 'Ebsoy, 972
Skin of St Thomas, 934
Skull, speaks, 563
Skull, miracle of, 364
Skull-cap, 106
SUtting of the cheeks, 165
Smallpox, 69, 71
Smyrna, 657
Snake, in fig tree, 6; killed by prayer,

449
Soap, 100
Sob^s. 515
Socrates of Antioch, 833
Sodom, 1062
Sofia, mother of Isidore, 907
Sofia, daughter of Matstt, 230
Sofia, a martyr, 228
Sofya, 16, 17
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Soka, 630
Solomon, 179, 722, 792, 894, 1025,

1028 ; Prayer of, 764
Sol-Petros, 466, 467, 749
^ma G^nil, 250
Son of fasting, 610
Sona, St, 714
Song of the heights, 876
Sophia and her daughters, 136, 564-6,

974, 981, 1 1 88
Sophia, who buried Clement, 559
Sophia, mother of Ehsabeth, 634
Sophia, mother of Isidore, 878
Sophia, mother of Peter, 300
Sophia, sister of Ammonius, 966
Sophia, a martyr, 497
Sophia, 16, 17
Sophia, Church of, at Constantinople,

17
Sorcery, 76
Sorem, 1262, 1263
Sorenus, 546
Sorma, 547
Sorpeia, 243
Sorya, 1185
Sorydkos, 964
Sosa, 555
SosimsL. 854
Sosipater, 835
Sosipetros, 835
Sosna, 99-101. 549, 819
Sosthenes, 878
Sosyas, 467
Soul, immortality of, 10, 11

Soul of Christ goes to Sheol, 745
Spells on moon and sun, 975, 976
Spirit beings, 235
Spirit boat and ship, 345, 1266
Spittle, 366, 846, 857, loio
Stacte, 790, 1093
StafE, blossoms, 776; raises the dead,

1085
Stag and Eustathius, 84, 92
Stampede of cattle, 514
Standing upright (54 years), 608
Star of Bethlehem, 421, 422
Star-worship, 538, 682
Stephen, protomartyr, 46, 64, 130,

161, 434. 435. 765. 851. 1244; his

bones found, 1023; translation of

his body, 52-4; church of, 53
Stephen of Jerusalem, 298, 1223
Stephen, one of the Seven Sleepers. 488
Stephen Falasi, 563
Stephen, father of Samuel, 365
Stephen, a priest, 72
Stephen, amartyr (protomartyr?) , 744,

964, 1181, 1226

Stephen, son of 'An|^u6 Miryam, loi
Stephen, friend of Victor, 829
Stephen, 884
Stone on Alexandra's breast, 809
Stone with impression of Christ's foot,

923
Stoning of Paul, 1070
Straight Street, 1069
Strangling, 166
Stratonice, 707, 720
Styhte (Anianus), 308
Su'gpeter, 835
Sfifas, 473
Sflflt, 332
Suicide of Ger^n, 1047
Sulpicius, 707
Sultan Sagad II, 746
Sun stands still, 607, lOio
Sun-dial, 1190
Suninus, 212
Sun-worship, 78, 208, 293, 409, 566,

654
Siiraf'el, 222, 1181
SAres, 42, 859
Siirt'dl, 345, 346, 548, 610, 611, 1172,

1228, 1255
Siirset, 359-61
Sfiriifas, 1 129
Sfiryal, 11 72
SAryan, 388
Siis, 404
Susa, 404 ,

Susin, 405
Susannsih, 99-101, 625
Susannah of I^Siln, 819
Susannah of §emwah, 125
Susannah, mother of Bifamon, 549
Susannah, the virgin, 108
Si^sawir, 744
Siisem, 274
Susenius, the eunuch, 1138, 11 39
Susenyos, 813, 835-7
Susinia, 792
Siisis, 863
Siisnonya, 792
Sweat from picture of Mary, 36
Swineherd, 130
Sybil, 443, 449
Sylvanus, Abb4, 617, 773, 774
Sylvanus, Bishop of Tarsis, 725
Sylvanus, a martyr, 867
Symmachus, 669, 888
Synagogue, 37 « ^ oq
Syria, 45, 83, III, 127, 128, 136, 188,

208, 263, 396, 409. 426, 435. 469.

471. 493. 496, 508. 5". 574. 607,

610, 623, 667, 682, 955, 997. 1054.

1 159, 1 169, 1206, 1224

Syrians, 921

Ta'am&n!, 332
Tababet, 671
Tab^s, 217, 218
Tablin, 1283
Tabernacle of Moses, 876
Tabernacle of Witness, 32
Tabernacle of Zion, 876
T4b€s, 57
Tabitha, 546
Table from heaven, 140
Tabor, 1209
T4b6t. 437, 586
Tabot, a woman, 278
Tidres, 439
T&dros, a bishop, 922
Tafih, 1 109
jagestas, 970
Taha, 957
Takaze, 2, 1079, 1251
Takla, 611
Takla 'Adoniya, 1148
Takla Ilaw^ryat of GabrSmi, 297
Takla H&ymlLnot, Abuna, 406, 673,

674, 745, 1 125, 1 169, 1200: monas-
tery of, 818; translation of body
of, 885

Takla Haymanot, father of Abel, 1 133
Takla Haymanot, 911, 1241-6
Takla 'lyasfls, 1196
Takla Mik^'el, 1196
Talases, 359
Talasius, 713
Talawos, 187
Tamada, 978
Ta'mad^n, 1131
Tamai, 214-16
Taman, 974, 1128
Tamaw, 122, 123
Tambourine, 73
Tamias, 159

faraowa, 1087
Tamiikigros, 1235
Tam^z, 430
Tamwa, 1099
fanbiira, 601
Tan^wos, 925
Tanis, 49, 171, 183, 925, 1061
farabeyanos, 1082
tarablos, 955
jaraw, 54
Tarhem, 115
TariJ^on, 1074
Tamut, 1 165, 1232
Taroyka, 798, 799
Tarsa, 1203
Tarses, 68, 150

Tarshlsh, 150, 425, 814
Tarsis, 725
TarsAs, 88, 851, 1069
Tdtbusyd, 288, 289
Tatia, 251, 252
Tatianus, 558
Tatos, 78-80
t&tiis, 251, 252
Tafina, 478
T^w, 1039
Tawalda Madkhan, 911, 1148

Tawbentos, 478
TILwfya, 362
Tawrasl, 145
Tax gatherers, 95, 541
Taxes for ships, 158
Taxis, 187
TayanP, 187
Tayda, 10
Tayrut, 716
Tchebare, 270
Teeth, broken and drawn, 22, 70, 103

Tefah, 1093
Tdflas, 927
Tegray, 911
Tegre, 910. 1244
Teha, 540
Tekaleltes, 63
T^kaseltes, 63
Tekla, 94
Teltelya, 395
Telyarya, 1156
Jema, 555
Temple at Jerusalem, 118, 958, 1238
Tenes, 183
Tenis, 49
Tenkeyake, 187
tensel Y^Voton, 12

ferlinos, 1216
Tersa, 350
Tersas, 814
Terses, 497
Tersina, 517
Tewa, 193
jewashi, 361, 362
Tewenas, 470
Tewokanitos, 686
Thaddeus, 427, 781, 782, 1054-7, 1169
Thaddeus, a martyr, 76
Thalasius, 716
Thecla, 344-8, 566, 567, 597. 870,

I 152-4
Thecla, friend of Paul, 94, 95
Thecla and Mugt, 1156
Thecla, a martyr, 84
Thekla, 1138, 1253
Theobaste, 825
Theocleia, 613, 873
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Theocritus, 686
Theocritus, the reader, 712, 713
Theocytus, 1138
Theodada, 270. 838, 1024
Theodora, Empress, 629, 1040

Theodora, daughter of Arcadius, 1 1

1

Theodora of Alexandria, 42, 43
Theodora, builder of a church, 801,

802
Thoedora, mother of Cythinus, 682

Theodora, a martyr, 322, 449, 597»

784, 792
Theodore, Archbishop, 601, 708, 1012

Theodore, Bishop of Corinth, 1101

Theodore, Bishop of Ephesus, 1234
Theodore, Bishop of Jerusalem, 44
Theodore, Bishop of Mesr, 1205

Theodore, Bishop of Pentapolis, 1100

Theodore, a bishop, 16, 33, 323
Theodore Caesar, 211

Theodore, disciple of Sawlros, 24
Theodore, father of Archbishop Peter,

300
Theodore, father of Sergius, 621

Theodore, deputy of Pachomius, 202,

337. 850. 888
Theodore, friend of Symmachus, 886

Theodore, the general, 265, 835, 917.

1 133-8; church of, 1225
Theodore, host of Martha, 35
Theodore, a martyr, 86, 426, 722

Theodore, a monk, 973, 974
Theodore, prince of Ethiopia, 1045
Theodore, a servant, 489
Theodore, son of JuUus, 83
Theodore, son of BasiUdes, 628

Theodore BanS-delewos, 38
Theodore of Setb, 210
Theodore of the glad face, 365
Theodore of Akhmim, 439
Theodore the AnatoUan, 484, 488
Theodore of Antioch, 647
Theodore of 'As^, 656
Theodore of Bebniidi, 547
Theodore of Dabra libanos, 673
Theodore, 551
Theodore, monastery of, 219
Theodoretus, 922
Theodoriasiana, 877
Theodos, 1033
Theodosia, mother of Procopius, 11 14
Theodosia, a martyr, 597, 1079
Theodosians, 1039
Theodosius, the Great, 44, iii, 153.

161, 207, 268, 269, 311, 489. 490.

497. 539. 543. 571. 606, 608, 646,

677, 725, 885, 1058, 1095, 1 1 38,

1 160, 1 163, 1233

Theodosius, the Less, 24, 44, 163,

255
Theodosius, Archbishop, 545, 1039-

41
Theodosius, Bishop of Corinth. 675
Theodosius, a martyr, 187. 642
Theodotus, 18, 677, 1262
Theognosta, 61, 62
Theoklera, 11 77
Theona, 1099
Theonas, Archbishop, 298, 300 42.

443. 531 .
,

Theonas, a bishop, 1 100
Theonas, a monk, 470, 821

Theonasius, 211
Theopantus, 478
Theophana, 322, 597
Theophania, Queen, 393
Theophanius, Archbishop, 355, 1033,

1034
Theophila, 1166
Theophila, mother of Mamas, 18

Theophilantus, 555
Theophilus, Archbishop, 162, 165,

173, 562, 614. 869, 1058, 1214,

1274
Theophilus, a scnbe, 959
Theophilus, disciple of Palladius, 508

Theophilus, the Gentile, 181

Theophilus, a martyr, 263, 264
Theophilus. St, 212
Theopista/, 232, 233
Thessalonica, 199. 407. 792. 793.

851
Thieves, conversion of, 1157
Thirty pieces of silver, 854
Thomas, the apostle, 134, 135. Mo.

526, 527, 787, 1023; sold as carpen-

ter, 72; flayed and stoned, 933-6;

bones of, 72; translation of his

body, 390; miracles of, 72, 73, 582,

706, 935. 1052-4
Thomas Didymus, 933-6
Thomas, Archbishop of Alexandna,

957
Thomas, Archbishop of Rome, 478

Thomas, Bishop of Damascus, 208

Thomas, Bishop of Mar'ash, 226,

1246-8
Thomas of Sandalat. 1037-9
Thomas, a martyr, 268
Thorah, 821
Thorns under shirt, 490
Thrace, 243
Three ChUdren, the, 313, 345. 305.

413. 557. 727. 868-70, 980, 1265

Thrones blossom, 826
Thunder, 260

Tiberius Caesar, 209, 659. 671, 720,

1 145, 1 146
Tiberius, one of the 72, 78
T!d6, 1050
Tiger fish, 122

Tigris, 58, 617
Tile, inscribed, 546
Timon, 194
Timothy, 538. 539. 568, 732, 1071;

translation of his body, 548; church

of, 1042
Timothy, Archbishop of Alexandria,

162, 204, 289, 292, 572, 627, 1 138,

1 163, 1 164, 1 198, 1240
Timothy, Archbishop of Constan-

tinople, 289
Timothy, Bishop of Esna, 237, 238
Timothy of Banhor, 296, 297
Timothy of Cairo, 1022

Timothy of Gaza, 651
Timothy, a martyr, 210, 642, 722
Timothy, a monk, 633, 1280
Timothy healed by an angel, 397-9
Jinadisan, 478
Tiridates, 332, 382
Jiro'ada, 1070
Tithes of Abraham, 1278
Titus, 290, 958, 1273, 1274; body

translated, 388
Tobia, 1 128
Tobias, 58, 59
Tobit, 57, 58
Tomawiha, 491
Tombs of the Apostles, 911
Tomiani, 478
Tona, 309, 451, 652, 914-16, 1042
Tongue cut out, 454
Tongue of Christ, 1068
Tongue of fire, 556
Tongue of gold, 883
Tongue of oil, 1068
Tongue of perfume, 1068
Tooth of Severus, 355
Torah, 273, 290, 315, 455, 778. 1068
Torayk, 801
Tormak, 1044
Tortures described, 80, 226, 409, 438

;

list of implements of, 499; self-

inflicted, 482
Jrabius, 11 22
jrablos, 1141
Trabyanos, 671
Trajan, Emperor, 305, 408, 671,

1082
Trakwi, 155
Transfiguration, 1207-9
Transubstantiation, 430
Tratina. 245

Tree and altar, 586
Tree of Life, 74, 526, 1222, 1277;
=Mary =the Cross, 74

Tree, miracles worked on, 827, 844
Tree-worship, 170
TripoU, 955, 1 141
TripoUs, 716
Troad, 1070
Trumpet in the Ark, 458
Tubela, 561
Tukh, 442
Tuluya, 1272
Tumager, 79
TAna, 1050
Tunics of hide, 789
Tures Caesar, 211
Turks, 746
Tuw, 855, 1 156
tuwa, 82, 83
Twelve Tribes, the, 810
Two Existences, 44
Two-homed (Alexander), 165
Two Laws, 1209
Two Natures, 44
Tyre, 1165

•Clana, 1131
Ulcers on feet, 413
Ura'el, 761
Urania, 231
Uranus, 975
'Urati, 30
Uriah, 68
Urianus, 121
Uriel, 626, 1 139
Uzza, 322
Uzziah, 19, 653, 1282

Valens, 692, 969, 1162
Valentinus, Emperor, 692
Valerianus, 288
Valerius, Emperor, 167, 701
Venudius, Bishop, 429, 431
Venus, 652 ; temple of, 778, 986
Vespasian, 4, 290, 809, 958, 1033
Victor, Archbishop, 229
Victor, a bishop, 530, 531
Victor of Antioch, 130, 648, 984,

985
Victor, son of Romanus, 272, 344,

345, 347, 838-40
Victor the Alexandrian, 1255
Victor and Minas the impostors,

667
Victor, a monk, 587
Victor, a martyr, 268, 782
Victor of Shaw, 324-6
Victor, nephew of Fasiladas, 38
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Victor, monastery of, 631
Victor, the sun, 628
Victorius, 203
Vi^yos, 497
Vine, the divine, 411
Vine of Noah, 459
Vinegar, 239; vinegar and salt, 622

Vine wood, 972
Vineyard of Naboth, 310, 460
Virginity of Mary, the two-fold.

Virgins, 1180

WaVrls, 481, 483
Walatta Petros, 256
WaldaDidan, 11 18

Walda Haymanot, 202
Waldebba, 365, 767, 1245
Walentos, 969
Wales, 969
Walfius, 975
Walitos, 1 162
Wall^a, 910
Walking on water, 1244, 1251

Wall of church spUts, 106

Waltes, 692
Wanag Sagad. 19, 875
Warab, 859
Waresnos, 11 70
Warestefa, 11 70
Wari^on, 752
Warlfela, 59
WarVtepos, 373
Warsanof^, 1170
Wairsenof, 981
Wartepaia, 373
Wartes, 1273
Warwan al-Gadln, 709
Washing eschewed by monks, 534
Wasif, 256
Wasildes, 784
Waslikos. 843
Waslis, 843 ^ 01
Water made sweet, 60, 1018; miracle

of, 169, 488; turned to blood, 170

Water congeals in font, 834
Water, bitter, 607
Water skin, 403
Wedem 'Asfare, 454
Weeks of years, 441
Well of the Ethiopians, 702
WeU, dug by Christ, 923
Wenin, 429, 437
Weshim, 441, 442
Wesim, 549. 55L 554. 74^
Whale, 87, 88; church built on, 1275

Whale brings a body to Alexandria,

679

Whale, Jonah leaves the, 1124
Wheat, grown in one day, 1054;

white ears of, 564
Wheel of Ught, 24
Wheel of torture, 28
Wheel with a saw, 40
Wheels of God, 221
Whip, string, 1038
Widow and EUjah, 460
Wife taken as passage money, 92
Wild beasts, taming of, 67, 223
Wills, the Two, 21

Wind saves Mfise, 13
Wings, the, 140, 556
Wire worm, 1265
Wisli (Besa), AbbH, 1194 ^•

Wisdom, a martyr, 564
Wise men, the, 421
Wolf seizes child, 92
Wolf and Macarius, 857
Wolves protect bodies, 112, 136
Wolves, Arian, 410
Wolves and boys, 1019
Woman, 38 years in desert, 333;

ripped open, 592
Women, 605
Womanyos, 126
Worm, 1265
Wounds, 203
Wursiinufa, 1272

Xenae, 561, 562
Xystus, a bishop, 251

Ya'gl^ob, 145
Yaf^ema 'Egrf'g, 516
Yafus, 1070
YaVasos, 818
Yakridos, 818
Yam'ata, 198
Yanufa, 859, 1128
Yared, 875-7; tomb of, 9"
Yarewenyos, 455
Yartko, 65
Yarikos, 506
Yarokla, 337, 700
Yarpes, 157
Yasdera, 833
Yasla, 744
Yatreb, 471
Yawihit, 193
Yawaremya, 354
Yawsek, 982
Yazed, Khalifah, 158, 312
Yedra, 1043
Yelf^tras, 878
Ygkuno 'Amlak, 1004
Yelmadyos, 652

Yemen, 895
Yemraha, 170
Yemsah, 385
Yereskela, 350
Yodae, 322
Yoda^^, 1025
Yofanyos, 664
Yohanni, 210; of Tegre, 1244
Yolsawis, 332
Yolyanos, 18

Yona, 256-9, 356
Yona, a weaver, 982, 1075
Yonakendinos, 23
Yonakendyos, 882
Yonakir, son of Jehoiakim, 726
Yonaldr, 791
Yonaknidos, 882, 1059
Yoras, 818
Yorenos, 1139
Yosafet, 118, 1018
Yose'a, 894
Yosef, 277, 809
Yosef, disciple of Melius, 805
Yosef, the Syrian, 798, 799
Yostos, 121

1

Yusay, 34
Yusyas, 34

Za-lyasus, 1152
Za-Mika'el, 155
Zachariah, 632
Zacharias, 9, 90, 315, 395, 722, 1165
Zacharias, father of John the Baptist,

29, 634, 1045, 1046
Zacharias, Archbishop, 238-40, 242
Zacharias, Abba, 63
Zacharias of Ahnas, 1028
Zacharias of Antioch, 916
Zacharias of Barnug, 819
Zacharias of Eshmunen, 268
Zacharias of Herakleia, 963
Zacharias, Bishop of Saha, 630, 644
Zacharias, Abbot of Scete, 224
Zacharias, an anchorite, 936
Zacharias, died in 'Crati, 30

Zacharias, a martyr, 322
Zacharias, a monk, 145, 146, 354,

432, 433. 589
Zacharias, the priest, 209, 441, 1125
Zacharias of Wall^a, 910
Zadkiel, 1090
Zadok, 791
Zadok, a priest, 1025
Zaina, 188
Zakhan, 1013
Zalda, 83
Zalmunna, 386
Zanhus, 297
Zara Buruk, 769
Zara Ya'kob, 1279
Zara Yohannes, 1242
Zarare, 1241
Zarbatch, 297
Zarufa'el, 360
Zatra Wangel, 916
Zeb, 386
Zebah, 386
Zebedee, 162, 810
Zebhel, 386
Zedekiah, King, 804, 854, 1061

Zeeb, 386
Zegag, 354, 574-6, 1033
Ze^uala, 765, 766, 767
Zelotes, 890
Zeno, 43, 311, 527, 853, 1095, 1198
Zenobia, 217-19
Zenobius, 217-19
Zenon, Zenun, 587
Zephaniah, 1061, 1062
Zerubabel, 874
Zerubbabel, 632
Zianus, 86
Zifata, 30
Zion, 53, 55, 179, 423. 517. 588, 722,

732, 844, 873. 1076, 1238, 1274
Zion, chamber of, 393; Hall of, 456;
name of a hymn, 876

Zoan, 49
Zosimas, 785, 786, 794-6
Zuhal, 986
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